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TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


VOL. I. 


e 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS; MINUTES OF EVIDENCE ; 
INTERIM REPORTS; SYNOPSIS OF EXHIBITS. 


(REVISED EDITION.) 


¢ 


 (NOTE.—Vol. IT. consists of “ Appendix A,”; which contains letters 
| addressed to the Chairman and other members of the Committee ; also 


\ papers, statistics, &c., furnished by Foreign Governments and by various 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. 


ORDERS OF REFERENCE. 


Fripay, March 17, 1905. 


Resolved, That a Select Committee composed of Sir William Mulock, Mr. Boyce, 

Mr. Burrows, Mr. Demers (St. Johns and Iberville), Mr. Grant, Mr. Johnston (Cape 

Breton, South), Mr. Maclean (York), Mr. Monk, Mr. Roche (Marquette), Mr. Smith 

(Nanaimo), and Mr. Zimmerman, be appointed to inquire into and report regardinz 

- the various public telephone systems in operation in Canada and elsewhere, as the com- 

mittee shall determine; and to consider and report what changes, if any, are advisable 

in respect of the methods at present in force for furnishing telephone service to the 

public. Such committee to have power to send for persons and papers, to examine 

persons under oath, to engage stenographers, clerical and other assistance, anid to 
report from time to time. 


Attest. THOS. B. FLINT, 
Clerk of the House. 


Tuespay, March 21, 1905. 
Ordered, That the names of Messieurs Bergeron and Geoffrion be added to the said 
committee. 
Attest. THOS. B. FLINT, 
Clerk of the House. 


Wepnespay, March 22, 1905. 


Ordered, That the quorum of the said committee be reduced to five members. 


Attest. | THOS. B. FLINT, 
. GQlerk of the House. 


WepNespay, March 22, 1905. 


Ordered, That the sail committee be empowered to have all their proceedings and 
any evidence taken by them printed from time to time, as they may deem necessary, 
and that Rule 99 be suspended in reference thereto. 


Attest. THOS. B. FLINT, 
Clerk of the House. 
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REPORTS (INTERIM) 


OF THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


FIRST REPORT. 
House or Commons, March 22, 1905. 


| The Select Committee appointed to inquire into and report regarding the various 
public telephone systems in operation in Canada and elsewhere beg leave to present the 
following as*thicir First Report :— 

Your Committee recommend that their quorum be reduced to five members. 

Your Committee also recommend that their proceedings, and any evidence taken 
by them, be printed froxn time to time, in such manner and in such numbers as they 
may deem proper. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

. WILLIAM MULOCK, 


Chairman. 


SECOND REPORT. 
House or Commons, April 7, 1905. 


The Select Committee appointed to inquire into and report regarding the various 
public telephone systems in operation in Canada and elsewhere beg leave to present 
the following as their Second Report :— 

Your Committee recommend that they be given leave to sit while the House is 
in session. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. Rate 
WILLIAM MULOCK, 


Chairman. 


THIRD REPORT. 


Houss or Commons, July 15, 1905. 


The Select Committee appointed to inquire into and report regarding the various 
‘telephone systems in operation in Canada and elsewhere, and consider and reper 
what changes, if any, are desirable with respect to the methods at present in force se 
furnishing telephone service to the public, beg leave to present the following as their 
Third Report :— 


vil 


Viii SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
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During the course of their inquiry, your Committee have held some forty-three 
sittings and have examined about fifty witnesses, and have had a large number of 
exhibits and other papers and documents laid before them. Owing, however, to the 
voluminous nature of the evidence submitted and to the late period of the session, your 
Committee feel that it is impossible for them, during the present session, to come to 
any conclusions, or to make any recommendations to the House upon the subject 
referred to them; but they beg to submit herewith, for the information of the House, 
the minutes of their proceedings from March 20 last, together with all the evidence 
taken by them, and the exhibits and other papers laid before them. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
A. ZIMMERMAN, 
Chairman. 


Farts 
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@ 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. 


MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 


Committee Room, House or Commons, 
Monpay, March 20, 1905. 


_ The committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


; PRESENT—Messieurs Boyce, Burrows, Johnston (Cape Breton), Maclean (York), 
Mulock (Sir William), Roche (Marquette), Smith (Nanaimo), and Zimmerman.—8. 


On motion of Mr. Johnston (Cape Breton), Sir William Mulock was elected chair- 
man. j 


Mr. Fred. Cook, past president of the Union of Canadian Municipalities, laid on 
the table copies of the report of the fourth annual convention of the Union; he also 
said that he was authorized to state that it was the desire of the Union to co-operate 
with and to assist the committee by every means in their power, and to place at their 
disposal any information which they might be in a position to furnish. 


Resolved, That the thanks of the committee are due and are hereby tendered to the 
Union of Canadian Municipalities for their offer of co-operation. 


Resolved, That it is desirable for the committee to inquire into and consider all 
existing legislation regarding. telephone systems in the following countries, viz. :— 
Dominion of Canada, including federal, provincial and municipal legislation; the 
United Kingdom; the United States of America; Australasia; Norway and Sweden, 
and Denmark. Ss 


Ordered, That Mr. Godfrey Herbert Pownall, of the Department of Justice, Ottawa, 
be summoned to appear at the next meeting of the committee, and that he be requested 
to furnish the committee with a report upon the condition of the law, and a summary 

_of the legislation in Canada and elsewhere, regarding telephones. 


Ordered, That Mr. Francis Dagger, of Toronto, Ont., be summoned to attend at 
the next meeting of the committee. 


The commitiee then adjourned until Wednesday next, March 22, instant, at 11 
o'clock a.m. 


Artest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


5 
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WEDNEspDAY, March 22, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


PRESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman, Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Burrows, 
Grant, Johnston (Cape Breton), Maclean (York), Monk, Roche (Marquette), Zim- 
merman.—10. 


On motion of Mr. Maclean (York), it was 
Resolved, That the Committee recommend that fies quorum be reduced to five 
members. 


On motion of Mr. Maclean (York), it was 

Resolved, That the Committee recommend that they be empowered to have all 
their proceedings, and any evidence taken by them printed from time to time in such 
manner as they may deem proper. 

Ordered, That 1,000 copies of each day’s proceedings be printed for the use of the 
Committee. 


The following exhibits were filed, viz. :— 

Exhibit No. 1—Letter, Francis Dagger to Sir William Mulock, dated March 2 
1908. 

Exhibit No. 2.—Report of Francis Dagger; dated March 8, 1903, with Schedules 
A to G inclusive. . 

Exhibit No. 3.—Letter, Mr. Pattison, Secretary-Treasurer of the Town of Nee- 
pawa, Man., to Mr. F. Dagger. 


Resolved, That Mr. John Crawford, M.P., be requested to attend and give evidence 
before the Committee at their next.sitting. 


On motion of Mr. Maclean (York), it was 
Ordered, That Mr. Alpheus Hoover, of Green River, Pickering Township, eee 
be summoned to give evidence at the next meeting of the Committee. 


On motion of Mr. Boyce, it was 

Ordered, That Mr. Joshua Dyke, of Fort William, Ontario, be summoned to give 
evidence. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, it was 

Ordered, That Mr. John Veale, sr., of Thorah Township, Ontario, be summoned to 
give evidence. 

On motion of Mr. Maclean (York), it was 


Resolved, That Mr. Francis Dagger, of Toronto, Ont., be employed by the Com- 
mittee for a period of one month from March 21 instant. 


The Committee adjourned until Monday, March 27, at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Pa 


Monpay, March 27, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


PRESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman, Messieurs Bergeron, Burrows, Demers 
‘(St. John), Grant, Johnston (Cape Breton), Maclean (York), Monk, Roche (Mar- 
quette), Smith (Nanaimo) and Zimmerman—11. 


Mr. ALPHEUS Hoover, Green River, Ont., was sworn, examined and discharged 
from further attendance. 


ee ie 
oe 


/ 
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1 
During his examination the following Exhibits were filed:— 
Exhibit No. 4—Telegram of February 5, 1903, T. G. Shaughnessy to A. Hooves, 


Exhibit No. 4a—Copy of contract between Bell Telephone Company and the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 


On motion of Mr. Grant it was 


Resolved, That the order of March 22, summoning Mr. John Veale, sr., of Thorah 
Township, Ont., be discharged. 


On motion of Mr. Grant it was 
Ordered, That Mr. Anzus C. Cameron, Beaverton, Ont., be summoned to atten 
and give evidence at the next meeting of the committee. 


Eleven letters addressed to the chairman or other members of the committee were 
read and filed and ordered to be printed as an appendix to the evidence. 

Ordered, That 6,000 copies of each day’s proceedings of the committee be printed 
and distributed in accordance with a list to be prepared by the clerk of the committee, 
such list to include senators, members of Parliament, officials, judges, members of 
provincial legislatures, boards of trade, telephone companies in Canada, and clerks of 
all municipalities, and such other classes or names as may be added from time to 
time. 


The Committee adjourned until Thursday, March 30, at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Tuurspay, March 30, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


PRESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Burrows, 
Geoffrion, Jonnston (Cape Breton), Monk, Roche (Marquette) and Zimmerman—9. 

Draft list of questions to be sent to European cities and towns, and to telephone 
companies in Canada and the United States, prepared by Mr. F. Dagger, were sub- 
mitted and approved. 

Mr. Angus E. Cameron, of Beaverton, Ont., was sworn, examined and discharged 
from further attendance. 

Mr. John Crawford, M.P., was sworn, examined and discharged from further 
attendance. 

On motion of Mr. Boyce it was 


Ordered, That Mr. W. Norman Andrews, of Brantford, Ont., be summoned to 
attend and give evidence at the next meeting of the Committee, and that he be re- 


quired to bring with him and produce all estimates, tenders and otner papers which 


were submitted to the Municipal Telephone Committee of the city of Brantford. 


~ On motion of Mr. Roche (Marquette), it was. 
Ordered, That the attendance of Mr. T. A. Potter, of Iowa, USA, for the pur- 
pose of giving evidence, be arranged for during the time that he is in Canada. 
Ordered, That Mr. Joshua Dyke, of Fort William, Ont.. be summoned to a 
at the next sitting. 


ttend 
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The following accounts were read and approved: 


1. Canadian Electrical News, Toronto, 1 year’s subscription, $1. 

2. Telephony Publishing Company, Chicago, books, $7. 25. 

3. Telephony Publishing Company, Chicago, 1 year’s subscription Telephony, $1. 
4. Biggar-Samuel, Limited, Montreal, magazines, $1.75. ~ 

5. Telephone Magazine Publishing Company, Chicago, 1 year’s subscription, $1. 
6. American Telephone Journal, New York, 1 year’s subscription, $1. 


Three letters addressed to the chairman were filed and ordered to be printed in 
Appendix ‘ A.’ 


The Committee adjourned until Tuesday, April 4, at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


>. 


Tuespay, April 4, 1905. 
; The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


PRESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Demers (St. John), 
Grant, Johnston (Cape Breton), Maclean (York), Monk, Roche (Marquette), Smith 


(Nanaimo) and Zimmerman—10. 


Mr. Joshua Dyke, Fort William, Ont., was sworn and examined in part. 
During his examination the following exhibits were filed :— 


Exhibit No. 5—Letter of Town Clerk, Port Arthur, to Joshua Dyke, March 24, 
1905. 

Exhibit No. 5a.—Letter es Board of Commissioners, Water, ee and Tele- 
phone, Fort William, to J. Dyke, March 25, 1905. 

Exhibit No. 6—Declaration, of W. W. Birdsall re contract se ae Canadian 
Pacific Railway and Bell Telephone Company. 

Exhibit No. 7—Declaration of W. H. Fraser on same subject. 

Exhibit No. 8—Declaration of C. H. Jackson on same subject. 

Exhibit No. 9—Declaration of G. W. Brown on same subject. 

Exhibit No. 10—Declaration of J. E. Rutledge on same subject. 

Exhibit No. 11—Declaration of Hugh M. Piper on same subject. 

Exhibit No. 12—Statement of gross receipts of Bell Telephone Company at Fort 
William for year 1904. 


Exhibit No. 183—Official Directory of Bell Telephone Company, Fort William 
and Port Arthur. 


Exhibit No. 14—Statement of gross receipts of Bell Telephone Company at Port 
Arthur.. 


Exhibit No. 15—Pampulet on Municipal Ownership at Fort William. 


Exhibit No. 16—Official statement of the operation of the franchises of the town 
of Port Arthur. 


\ 


Resolved, That the examination of Mr. Dyke be resumed to-morrow. 


Ordered, That copies of the proceedings and evidence be sent to the members of 
the various Provincial Legislatures. 


Resolved, That the following persons be summoned to attend and give evidence on 
Friday the 7th instant, viz. :— 


ne 


; 


‘ wa 
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PQs 
Mr. L. B. McFarlane, General Superintendent, Bell Telephone Company, Montreal. 


Mr. Charles Skinner, General Manager, People’s Telephone Company, Sherbrooke, 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock, 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 


Clerk of the Committee. 


WepnEspay, April 5, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 
PRESENT—-Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Johnston (Cape 
Breton), Maclean (York), Monk, Roche (Marquette), Smith (Nanaimo), and Zimmer- 
man—8. 


On motion of Mr. Maclean (York), it was 


Resolved, That Mr. L. B. McFarlane, General Superintendent of the Bell Telephone 
Company, be summoned to attend on Tuesday next, and that he be required to produce 


‘all contracts made between the Bell Telephone Company and any railway company in 


Canada regarding the use of telephones by such railway companies. Also certified 
copies of any agreements between his company and the American Bell Telephone Com- 
pany and its successors in regard to the use by the Canadian company of patents con- 
trolled by the American company, and also a statement of their patents which have 
lapsed, and of those which are still in existence, and also a statement of the present 
shareholders in this company and amounts of their respective holdings. 


The examination of Mr. JosHuA DYKE was resumed. 

The following papers were filed and marked as exhibits :— 

Exhibit No. 17.—Financial statement, Fort William, 1904. 

Exhibit No. 18.—Financial statement, Fort William, 1902. 

Exhibit No. 19.—Financial statement, Fort William, 1903. 

Exhibit No. 20.—Extracts from Case 6, Board of Railway Commissioners; appli- 
eation of Fort William and Port Arthur for installation of telephones in Canadian 
Pacific Railway station, &e. | 

Exhibit No. 21.—Financial statement, Port Arthur, 1904. 


Mr. Dyke’s examination was concluded and he was discharged from further attend- 
ance. 

. r sanhs mond 

Mr. W. Norman Anprews, Brantford, Ont., was sworn, examined and discharged. 


During his examination the following papers were filed as exhibits, viz. :— . 
- Exhibit No. 213.—Clipping from Brantford ‘ Courier’ containing letter from OB 


_Sise, respecting Glasgow’s experience in connection with municipal telephone service. 


Exhibit No. 22.—Leiter, J. F. Butterfield to W. Norman Andrews, August 17, 1904. 
Exhibit No. 23.—Magazine intitled ‘Sound Waves,’ July, 1904. Nee eee 
Exhibit No. 24.—Extract from editorial in ‘Telephony,’ June, 1904, intitled 
‘Independent Telephone Securities.’ % 
Exhibit No. 25.—Letter, June 29, 1904, International Telephone Manufacturing 
Company to city of Brantford, Ont. ; oa 
Exhibit No. 26.—Letter, August 19, 1904, Canadian Machine Telephone Company. 


Limited, to Alderman Andrews, Brantford, Ont. 


Exhibit No. 27.—Newspaper excerpt intitled ‘Glasgow Phones, an official announce 
ment as to their success.’ _ 
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Ordered, That Mr. N. D. Neill, President and General Manager of the American 


Machine Telephone Company, Limited, now in Ottawa, be summoned to give evidence 
to-morrow. 


The following list of books, pamphlets and magazines, procured for the use of the 


committee, was laid upon the table :— 


Os ty 


BOOKS. 


. Telephony.—A manual of the design, constructiun and operation of telephone 


exchanges. 6 vols. By A. V. Abbott, C.E 


. Manual of Rural Telephony. By J. A. Williaiae: 
. Toll Line Specifications. By W. H Crumb. 
. The Telephone Systems of the Continent of Europe. By A. R. Bennett. 


Attest. 
JOURNALS. ~ 


. Canadian Engineer, January, 1903.—Containing article ‘Independent Telephony 


in Canada; also a description of the Fort William and Port Arthur exchanges. 


. Canadian Engineer, August, 1903.—Containing articles ‘ Independent Telephony in 


the North-west’; also, ‘Is State Ownership of Telephones Desirable.’ 


. Canadian Engineer, February, 1904.—Containing article on ‘ Municipal Ownership.’ 


Canadian Engineer, September, 1904.Containing article, ‘Municipal Telephony in 
Great Britain.’ 


. Canadian Engineer, Favaaar 1905.—Containing article ‘ Public Ownership of Pub- 


lic Franchises.’ 


. Canadian Engineer, February, 1905.—Containing article, ‘Telephone Legislation.’ 


also, ‘ Telephone Competition vs. Telephone Monopoly,’ &e. 
Canadian Engineer, March, 1905.—Containing article, ‘ Vested Rights and Vested 
Wrongs.’ 


. Western Electrician, March 5, 1904.—Containing descriptions of Norstrom-Brown- 


rigg, Faller and Lorimer Automatic Telephone Systems. 


. The Oaks, April 18, 1903——Containing article on the Strowger Automatic Tele- 


phone System. 


. Telephone, August, 1903.—Containing article, ‘The World’s Telephone Rates,’ 


Part IL 


. Telephone, September, 1903.Containing article, ‘The World’s Telephone Rates,’ 


Part II. 


. Telephone, April, 1904.—Containing article, ‘The Automatie and Critic’ ; also, 


‘Paper on Farm Lines Proposition,’ 


. Telephone, November, 1904.—Containing article, ‘A Great Independent System’ ; 


also, ‘ Telegraphy and Telephony in Japan.’ 


; Palaphons: March, 1905.—Containing article, ‘The Automatic Problaray ; also 


description, ‘ The Lundquist Automatic Tennkine System,’ and article, ‘ Bank- 
ers buying up Independent Securities.’ 


. Telephone, April, 1905.—Containing article, ‘Canada and the Independents’ ; also 


article, ‘The Municipal Telephone in England.’ 


. Telephone Magazine, November, 1904.—(See table of contents on- cover.) 
. Telephone Magazine, March, 1905. 


Telephone, February, 1905. 


. Sound Waves, May, 1904.—Containing article, ‘The Advent of the Automatic Tele- 


phone Exchange on the Pacific Coast.’ 


. Sound Waves, July, 1904——Containing description, ‘New Automatic System at 


Columbus, Georgia.’ 


. American Telephone Journal, March 18, 1905.—Containing article, ‘Pay Stations 


on the Strowger System, and why Bell Telephone Rates are High,’ 


Prayer aie 


MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS xv 


APPENDIX No 1 


26, American Telephone Journal, April 1, 1905.—Containing ‘ Telephone Statistics’ : 
also map, ‘ Independents’ Long-Distance Lines,’ Indiana, U.S.A. 


27 Booklet.— The Independent Telephone Movement,’ ‘A Marvellous Record, 


28. Booklet.—Describing the Lorimer Automatic Telephone System of the Canadian 
| Machine Telephone Company. i 
29. Booklet.—A Review of the Canadian Telephone Field, 


30. Booklet.—Describing the Strowger Automatic Telephone System of the Automatic 


Electric Company, Chicago. 


~ 81. Booklet.— What they say about the Automatic in Grand Rapids, Mich.’ 
32. Booklet.—‘ Some Documents in Evidence,’ being letters from users of the Automatic 


Telephone in St. Mary’s, Ohio. 
33. Booklet.— What Portland, Maine, thinks of the Automatic Telephone.’ 
34. Booklet.— In Witness Whereof we have hereto Set our Hands and Seals,’ being 
letters from automatic telephone users on Automatic Telephony in Dayton, 
- Ohio. nd st 
35 Booklet.‘ Comparing the Automatic System with the Manual System.’ 


36. Booklet.— The Stark Electric System,’ describing the system invented by A. M. 


Stark, late of the Bell Telephone Company, Toronto. 
37. Telephony.—Containing articles, ‘A Model Rural System,’ ‘The Automatic Prob- 
lem,’ and ‘ Municipal Telephones.’ ; 


88. Telephony.—Containing articles on ‘ Automatic Apparatus,’ ‘ Farmer Lines,’ ‘ Pro- 


fits in Independent Securities,’ ‘United States Government Telephone Sta- 
tistics,’ and ‘ Hull’s (Eng.) Municipal Telephone. Service.’ 
This list will be added to from time to time. 


One letter addressed a member of the committee was ordered to be printed in 
Appendix A. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
3 Clerk of the Committee. 


Tuurspay, April 6, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


PRESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Grant, 


_ Johnston (Cape Breton), Maclean (York), Monk, Roche (Marquette), Smith (Nanai- 
mo) and Zimmerman—10. 


Mr. N. D. Neill, President and General Manager, American Machine Telephone 
Company, Limited, Brantford, Ont., was sworn, examined and discharged. 

Resolved, That Mr. B. W. Chipman, President Nova Scotia Telephone Company, 
‘Limited, Halifax, or such other officers of the company as he may designate, and Dr 
death Demers, Secretary-Treasurer of La Compagnie de Telepnone de Bellechasse 
(Limitée), be summoned to give evidence at any meeting of the committee next week 
which may be most convenient to them. 


The account of Vinton A. Sears, Boston, for 12 copies ‘Telephone Development,’ 


- $8.60, was approved. 


The clerk was authorized to employ C. Dunlop and J. A. Pinard in the distribution 
of the committee’s proceedings. 
The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 
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Fripay, April 7, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


PRESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Johnston (Cape Breton), 
Monk, Roche (Marquette) and Zimmerman—5. 


Mr. CHARLES SkInNER, General Manager, People’s Telephone Company, Sher: 
brooke, P.Q., was sworn and examined and discharged from further attendance. 


The following papers were produced by him and filed as exhibits, viz. :— 

Exhibit No. 28.—Plan showing district served by the People’s Telephone Company. 

Exhibit No. 29.—Letter published in Sherbrooke Hxaminer, March 17, 1902, by 
Mr. Skinner regarding the contract between the Grand Trunk Railway Company and 
the Bell Telephone Company, and article respecting the company from Canadian 
Engineer, February, 1905. 


On motion of Mr. Monk, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee report a recommendation that leave be granted tv 
them to sit while the House is in session. 


Tne Chairman laid on the Table a copy of the agreement, dated February, 1905, 
between the Imperial Postmaster General and the National Telephone Company, 
Limited, for the purchase of that company’s system at the expiration of its license, 
which was ordered tn be printed. 


The Clerk was authorized to employ a stenographer for correspondence and office 
work, and also procure a suitable room from which to distribute the Committee’s 
,roceedings. 


The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next at 11 o’clock. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


‘ 


Turspay, April 11, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


PRESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Demers (St. 
John), Geoffrion, Lewis, Maclean (Yore): Miller, Monk, Roche (Marquette), Smith 


Nanaimo) and Zimmerman—11. 


Mr. L. B. McFarlane, General Superintendent Bell Telephone Company, Mont- 
real, being called; 


Mr. T. C. Casgrain, K.C., counsel for the Bell Telephone Company, submitted a 
doctor’s certificate to the effect that Mr. McFarlane was too ill to come to Ottawa, but 
he was prepared to file the papers which Mr. McFarlane was required to produce. 


Mr. Casgrain then produced the following papers, which were filed and marked as 
exhibits :-— 
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30—List of Patents—Bell Telephone Company. 
31l—Agreement with the Bay of Quinté Railway Company. 
32 a Boston and Maine Railway Company. 
33 Canada Atlantic Railway Company. 
34 i Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 
35 2 Central Ontario Railway Company. 
36 _ Central Vermont Railway Company. 
37 sf Galt, Preston and Hespeler Street Rail- 
it ; way Company. 
38 - Grand Trunk Railway Company, dated 


July 25, 1900. 
39 st Grand Trunk Railway Company, dated: 
February 19, 1904. 
40—Letter, McFarlane to Great Northern Railway Company. 
41 is “é Sise, re Great Northern Railway agyree- 
ment, 
42—Agreement with the Hamilton Radial Railway Company. 
4 


43 ; Hamilton and Dundas Railway Company, 

44 » es Michigan Central Railway Company, 
dated July 29, 1903. 

45 - Michigan Central Railway Company, 


dated October 30, 1903. 
46—Letter, Gilmour to Larocque re New York and Ottawa Railway 
hee’ ~ Company. 
47 - Larocque to Gilmour re New York and Ottawa Railway 
Company. 
48 tf H. W. Gays to Gilmour re New York and Ottawa Rail- 
way Company. 
49 ch Gilmour to Phillips re New York and Ottawa Railway 
| Company. 
50—Agreement with the Quebec Southern Railway Company. 
51—Letter, C. F. Sise, Jr., to Farbar re Quebec and Lake St. John 
Railway Company. 


52—Agreement with the St. Lawrence and Adirondack Railway 
Company. 

53 i. . Thousand Islands Railway Company. 

54 y Tilsonburg, Lake Erie and Pacific Railway 
Company. | 

55—Letter, C. F. Sise to Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo Railway 
Company, 


56. Pe .S Fisher to Sise re Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo Rail- 
| way Company. 

57 i Robbins to Sise re Wabash Railway Company. 

58 3 Sise to Robbins re Wabash Railway Company. 

59—List of Shareholders, Bell Telephone Company. 


(The above exhibits, with the exception of No. 59, are printed in the Minutes of 


Evidence, Pages 175 to 211, inclusive.) 


Resolved, That Mr. C. F. Sise, President Bell Telephone Company, Montreal, be 


- summoned to give evidence upon some day to be determined later. 


The chairman submitted a list of questions which he suggested should be sent to 
Mr. Sise, in order to assist him in his examination, but with the understanding that 
the examination is not to be limited to these points; which questions were approved. 


(See page 213 of 
1—ab—2 


the evidence.) 
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Ordered, Tnat the Clerk do add to the foregoing list any further questions which 
may be prepared by any member of the committee, and forward the same to Mr. Sise 
or to the Bell Telephone Company. 


With a view to inviting the co-operation of the public in the enquiry being con- © 
ducted by the Committee, the chairman suggested that the following resolution be 
adopted and sent to the press, which was approved, viz. :— 


. Resolved, ‘ That with reference to the telephone question now under consideration, 
the committee desire it to be understood by the public that all persons in any wise inter- 
ested in the inquiry may lay their views before the committee either by written com- 
munication or by appearing before the committee and giving evidence, all communica- 
tions to be addressed to the chairman.’ 


The chairman submitted for the information of the Committee a list of telephone 
companies in Canada, compiled from the latest available information, as fo.lows :— 


LIST OF TELEPHONE COMPANIES IN CANADA, 1904 
Quebec— 
St. Laurent Telephone Co., St. Francois du Lac. 
La Compagnie de Téléphone Bellechasse, Lévis, P.Q. 
People’s Telephone Co., Sherbrooke. 
Frs. Gauthier & Co., Drummondville. 
T. B. Rider, Fitch Bay. 
La Compagnie de Téléphone Locale, L’ Epiphanie. 
H. Lemieux & Sons, Murray Bay. 
Laurentides Telephone Co., Laurentides. 
Compagnie de Téléphone Joliette, Joliette. 
Compagnie de Téléphone de Beauce, St. Francois 
Jos. Archambault, L’Epip/hnanie. 
Eastern Townsnips Telephone Co., Sherbrooke. 
Téléphone du Comté St. Maurice, Three Rivers. 
Pierre Deshaise, Doucet’s Landing. 
La Compagnie de Téléphone Kamouraska, Fraserville. 
La Compagnie de Téléphone des Marchands, 83 rue St. Jacques, Montréal. 
Canadian Telephone Co., Limited, Sawyerville. 
Bell Telephone Co., Canada, Limited, Montreal. i" 
The Metis Telephone Co., Little Metis. 
The Roberval Telephone Co., Roberval. 
The Beauce County Telephone Co., St. Joseph de Beauce. 
The St. Maurice Telephone Co., Shawenegan. 
The St. Lawrence Telephone Co., St. Francois-du-Lac. 
The Electric Light and Telephone Co., Solomon A. St. Pierre. 
La Compagnie de Téléphone, Portneuf, Portneuf. 
The Mégantic Telephone Co., Ste. Julie de Somerset, Mégantic Co. 
. Fournier Villemaire, St. Valére de Bulstrode, Drummond-Arthabaska. 
La Compagnie de Téléphone de la Paroisse de St. Winceslas, St. Winceslas, County 
Nicolet. 
La Compagnie de Téléphone de St. Zéphirin, St. Zephirin, County Yamaska. 


Ontario— 
William Wade, Briginton. 
Manitoulin & North Shore Telephone Co., Little Current. 
Town of Fort William, Fort William 
East Luther Telephone Co., Grand Valley. 
North American Teiegraph Co., Kingston. 
Central Dufferin Telephone Co., Colbeck. 
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Ontario—Continued. 

Town of Rat Portage, Rat Portage. 
Town of Port Arthur, Port Arthur. . 
Telephone Oo. of Sturgeon Falls, Sturgeon Falls. 
The Scarboro Telephone Co., Scarboro. 
The Markham & Pickering Telephone Co., Whitevale. 
The Harrietsville Telephone Association, Harrietsville. 
The Canadian Machine Telephone Co., Toronto. 

The Stark T. L. & P. System, Limited, Toronto. 
The International Telephone Co., Fort Francis. 
The Ontario Independent Telephone Co., Windsor. 
The Manitou Telephone Co., Manitou. 


New Brunswick— 
Sackville Telephone Co., Sackville. 
Union Telephone Co., Florenceville. 
Miramichi Telephone Co., Chatham. 
Restigouche Telephone Co., Campbellton. 
Gloucester County Telephone Co., Bathurst. 
St. Martin’s Telephone Co., Fredericton. 
Central Telephone Co., Hampton. 

The Charlotte County Telephone Co., St. Stephens. 
The New Brunswick Telephone Co., Fredericton. 
The Central Telephone Co., Bridgewater. 

The Madawaska Telephone Co., Edmundston. 


Nova Scotia— 
Nova Scotia Telephone Co., Halifax. 
Cheverie Telephone Co., Summerville. 
Yarmouth Amalgamated Telephone Co., Yarmouth. 
Maitland and Noel Telephone Co., Noel. 
Parrsboro Shore Telephone Co., Parrsboro. 
Eastern Telephone Oo., Sydney. 
The Barrington Telephone Co., Barrington. 
The Queen’s County Telephone Co., Liverpool. 
The Westport & Digby Telephone Co., Westport. - 
The Southern Telephone Co., Sydney. 
The Queen’s County Telephone Co., Chelsea. 
The Economy & Fire Island Telephone Co., Economy. 
The West Gore and Nine Mile River Telephone Co., Elmsdale. 
The Valley Telephone Co., Hantsport. 


Prince Edward Island— 
The Telephone Co. of Prince Edward Island, Charlottetown. 


British Columbia— 
‘ Kootenay Lake Telephone Co., Vancouver. 
New Westminster & Burrard Inlet Telephone Co., Vancouver. 
- Victoria & Esquimalt Telephone Co., Vancouver. 
Nanaimo Telephone Co., Vancouver. 
Vernon & Nelson Telephone Co., Nelson. 
Cranbrook Electric Light Co., Cranbrook. 
The Okanagan Telephone Co., Kelowna. 
The Canada Eastern Telephone and Telegraph Co., Vancouver. 
The Kootenay Lake Telephone Co., Vancouver. 
The B. C. Telephone, Limited, Revelstoke. 
The Revelstoke, Trout Lake and Big Bend Telephone Co., Revelstoke. 
The British Columbia Telephone Co., Vancouver. 
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Manitoba— 

The Municipality of Neepawa. 

Gladstone Electric Light and Telephone Co., Gladstone. 
North-west Territories. 

Telephone Exchange, Moosejaw. 

Western Telephone Co., Calgary. 

Yorkton N. W. E. L. Co., Limited, Yorkton. 

City of Edmonton, Edmonton. 

Moosomin Telephone and Electric Light Co., Moosomin. 

The Wetaskiwin Telephone Co., Wetaskiwin, Alta. 
Yukon— 

Yukon Telephone Syndicate, Limited, Dawson. 


Norr.—The Bell Telephone Company, Canada, Limited, has its head office in 
Montreal, P.Q., but operates lines in the provinces of Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba. 


Ordered, That Mr. A. M. Stark, of Toronto, Superintending Engineer of the Stark 
Telephone, Light and Power System, and Mr. W. Hempfield, general manager 
North American Telegraph Company, Kingston, Ont., be summoned to give evidence 
on Thursday next; Dr. Culbertson, President Merchants Telephone Company, Mont- 
real, for Friday next, and Mr. MacRea, Chairman Telephone Committee, St. John, 
N.B., for one day next week. 

Four letters to the chairman were read, two of which were ordered to be printed 
in Appendix A. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Wepnespay, April 12, 1905. 

The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 

PrESENT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman ; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Grant, 
Maclean (York), Monk, Smith (Nanaimo), and Zimmerman.—8 

Dr. J. T, Demers, Secretary-Treasurer La Compagnie de Telephone de Belle- 
chasse (Limitée) was sworn, examined and discharged. 

During his examination the following papers were produced and filed: 

Exhibit No. 60.—Balance sheet Compagnie de Telephone de Bellechasse for year 
ending March 31, 1904. 

Exhibit No. 61.—Agreement between la Compagnie de Telephone de Bellechasse 
and the Grand Trunk Railway Company re installing a telephone in railway station 
at St. Agapit, P.Q. 

On motion of Mr. Maclean (York), it was 

Resolved, That Mr. F, H. Chrysler, K.C., Barrister, of Ottawa, be retained as 
counsel for the committee. 


Letter enclosing agreement between Canadian Machine Telephone Company 
(Limited), and the town of Peterborough, Ont., filed and ordered to ‘be printed ia 
Appendix A. as No. 28. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


| 
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Tuurspay, April 18, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


.  Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman, Messieurs Bergeron, Geoffrion, Grant, 
~ Monk, Smith (Nanaimo), Zimmerman.—7. 


Dr. J. F. Demers, Secretary Bellechasse Telephone Company, was recalled, sworn 
and further examined. 


He produced the following paper, which was tiled and marked as an exhibit, 
Viz. -— 


Exhibit No. 62.—Memorandum of agreement proposed between the Beauce Tele- 
phone Company and the Bell Telephone Company. 


Mr. Alexander Stark, Supt. Stark T. L. & P. Co., Toronto, was sworn, examined 
and discharged. 


Mr. W. Bampfield, Manager, North American Telegraph Company, Kingston, 
Ont., was sworn, examined and discharged. 


The following paper was produced and filed as an exhibit, viz. :— 


Exhibit No. 63.—Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company, Limited, and 
the North American Telegraph Company, Limited. 


_ Dr. J. F. Demers was recalled and further examined and discharged. 
The following paper was produced and filed :— 


Exhibit No. 64.—Estimate of cost of constructing one mile of telephone line in 
ecuntry places, metallic circuit, complete. 


One letter to the Chairman was read and ordered to be printed in Appendix A 
(No. 24). | 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Fripay, April 14, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


. Cee ain William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Demers (St- 
Johns), Geoffrion, Grant, Monk, Smith (Nanaimo) and Zimmerman—%. 


' Mr. Joseph Moisan, Secretary-Treasurer, Merchants Telephone Company, of Mont- 
real, was sworn, examined and discharged. 


Ordered, That the following persons be summoned to give evidence, on Tuesday 
next, Dr. A. Ochs, Hespeler, Ont.; Mr. DeLery Macdonald, Rigaud, P.Q.; and Mr. 
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Thomas Begley, Egerton, Ont.; and for Wednesday next, the manager or other officer 
of the Union Telephone Company, Woodstock, N.B. 


The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, 18th instant, at 11 o’elock a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Turspay, April 18, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Burrows, 
Grant, Lewis, Maclean (York), Miller, Monk and Zimmerman.—(10). 


Dr. Anthony Ochs, of Hespeler, Ont., sworn, examined and discharged from further 
attendance. 


Councillor James Willock, Chairman Electricity Committee, Corporation of Glas- 
gow, Scotland, was sworn and examined. 

During his examination the following paper was produced and filed: 

Exhibit No. 65.—Third Annual Report of the Glasgow Corporation Telephone 
Accounts, 1903-4. 


The following letters addressed to the Chairman and other members of the Com- 
mittee were read and ordered to be filed, viz:— 

Letter from William Lynch, dated 14th April, 1905, inclosing answers to questions 
contained in circular letter addressed to him. 

Letter from Dr. Warren Doan, President, Harrietsville Telephone Association, 
Ltd., same as foregoing. 

Letter from R. Y. Ellis, Managing Director of the Stark T. L. & P. System, Ltd., 
dated 14th April, 1905, giving information relative to their system. 

Letter from E. W. Tobin, M.P., requesting that Mr. W. J. Oughtred, of Marble- 
ton P.O., General Manager of the Canadian Telephone Co., be called as a witness. 

Letter from D. Smith, to T. A.. Burrows, M.P., stating inhabitants of Gladstoas, 
Man., would welcome the establishment by the Government of a long-distance line. 

Three letters addressed to the Chairman were read and ordered to be printed in 
Appendix ‘A’ (Nos. 26, 27 and 28.) 

Resolved,—That a synopsis of the letter received from J. H. Morrow, Brighton, 
Ont., inclosing invoice showing cost of telephones, also suggesting that Messrs. Wil- 


liam Wade and Samuel Nesbitt be called as witnesses, be prepared and printed in 
Appendix ‘A’ as No. 29. 


On motion of Mr. Maclean, it was 

Resolved,—That the following persons be summoned to give evidence on a date 
to be decided upon at the next meeting, viz.: Messieurs William Lynch, Proprietor of 
‘La Cie de Téléphone, (Locale) L’Epiphanie, P.Q., Wm. Wade, Brighton, Ont.; W. 
J. Oughtred, General Manager Canadian Telephone Co., Marbleton, P.Q., and Dr. 
Wm. Doan, President, Harrietsville Telephone Association, Ltd. , 


The Committee then adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, 19th April, at 11 
o’clock a.m. 
(Attest. ) WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 
' 
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Wepnespay, April 19, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. : 


-Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Burrows, Demers 


(St. John), Grant, Lewis, Miller and Zimmerman—7. 


Mr. THomas Beciey, Egerton, Ont., was sworn, examined and discharged from 
further attendance. _ 


Mr. W. ALEXANDER MacRag, St. John, N.B., was sworn, examined and discharged 
from further attendance. 


The following papers were filed and marked as exhibits :— 

Exhibit No. 66.—Report of Committee on Telephone Systems appointed by Muni- 
cipal Council, St. John, N.B., recommending installation of an automatic telephone 
system to be owned and managed by the council, also resolution adopted by the City 
Council approving foregoing report. é 

Exhibit No. 66a.—Letter from Board of Trade communicating resolution adopted 
by said board, approving establishment of municipal telephone system. 

Exhibit No. 67.—Estimate of cost of installation of municipal telephone system. 

Exhibit No. 67a.—Report of the Director of Public Works and the City Engineer 
upon estimate for installation of telephone plant. 

Resolved, That the following persons be summoned to attend and give evidence on 
Monday, the 1st May next, viz. :— 

W. J. Oughtred, General Manager Canadian Telephone Company, Marbleton, 
Baie 
William Lynch, Proprietor La Cie de Telephone Locale, L’Epiphanie, P.Q. 

William Wade, Brighton, Ont. 

Dr. Warren Doan, President Harrietsville Telephone Association, Limited, North 
Dorchester, Ont. 

B. H. Turner, Little Current, Ont. 

J. Heber Young, Jocelyn, Ont. 


On motion of Mr. Zimmerman, it was 

Resolved, That the services of Mr. Francis Dagger be retained till the date of the 
termination this session of the inquiry into telephone systems. 

Resolved, That the application on behalf of the towns of Fort William and Port 
Arthur for an order under section 193 of the Railway Act, providing for the instalment 
of municipal telephones on the premises of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, 
together with the judgment of the Board of Railway Commissioners, be printed in 
Appendix ‘A’ under No. 30. 

The Committee then adjourned until Monday, the 1st May next, at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Monpay, May, 1, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, a.m. 
PrEsent—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Lewis, Maclean 
(York), Monk, Roche (Marquette) and Zimmerman (7). 
Dr. Warren Doan, President, Harrietsville Telephone Association, Ltd., was sworn, 
examined and discharged from further attendance. 
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Resolved; That Mr. L. J. Turgeon, Crown Lands Agent, St. Philémon, County 
Bellechasse, P.Q., be summoned to attend and give evidence on Thursday, the 4th 
instant. 


Mr. de Lery Macdonald, Rigaud, P.Q., was sworn, examined and discharged from 
further attendance. 


Mr. W. J. Oughtred, General Manager, Canadian Telephone Company, Marbleton, 
P.Q., was sworn, examined and discharged from further attendance. 


Mr. Wm. Wade, Brighton, Ont., was sworn, examined and discharged from further 
attendance. 


The Chairman submitted for the information of the members of the Committee, 
the following :— 


List if British and United States Government Reports, Documents, &c., relating to 
telephones and government ownership; also, books and journals containing articles 
on the same subjects, to which access may be had by members of the Committee, 
Viz. :— 

The Engineering Magazine.—Vol. 18, 1899. Pages 550 to 557. Containing: Article 

on Merits of Independent and Industrial Telephone Systems. By Kempster B. 
Miller. 


~ Review of Reviews.—Vol. 25, 1902. Pages 205 to 207. Containing: Article on Co- 
. operative Telephone Service. A local experiment in Wisconsin. 


TELEPHONE REPORTS.—GREAT BRITAIN. 


VoLtuME 1. Containing :— 

1. Agreement between Great Britain and France for the regulation of telephone 
service.—1891. 

2. Treasury Minute, May 28, 1892, upon the proposals for the dovertumede of 
telephone system in the United Kingdom. 

3. Report of Special Committee on Telegraph Bill for enabling the Treasury to 
raise the sum of one million pounds for the purchase of the telephone trunk lines.— 
382 pages.—1892. 

4. Copy of agreement between te Postmaster General and National Telephone 
Company, and New Telephone Company, for the transfer of the telephone trunk lines 
to the Government, &c., &e.—75 pages. 

5. Return showing number of post office telephone exchanges, number of sub- 
seribers and rates for the year 1894. 

6. Return giving names of telephone exchanges which the post office has at any 
time opened in the United Kingdom, showing date of opening, number of subscribers 
at opening, largest number of subscribers at any time, and date thereof. Dates on 
which exchanges now without subscribers became so, and number of subscribers at 
present date on exchanges still open. : 

7. Return giving names of all telephone exchanges which the post office has at 
ny time opened in the United Kingdom, the date of opening, number of subscribers 
at opening date of each exchange and largest number of subscribers and their number. 
Date on which each exchange now without subscriber became so; number of sub- 
scribers, December 31, 1896, on exchanges then open; number of subscribers of Decem- 
ber 31, 1897, on Bip ts then open. Number of subscribers who have given notice 
to discontinue, and tariff. 

8. Copy of agreement dated March 25, 1896, between the Postmaster General and 
National Telephone Company, Ltd., as to trunk lines, and copy of supplementary agree- 
ment with same company dated March, 26, 1896, for the transfer of trunk lines and 
other telegraphs.—98 pages. 
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9. Report of Lord Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, by Andrew Jamie- 
eon, Q. ©, Commissioner appointed to inquire into the telephone exchange service 
at Glasgow, together with minutes of evicence.—3801 pages.—1898. 


VOLUME 2: 
N : 
1. A report of the Select Committee on Telephones, August, 1898, together with 


proceedings of committee, minutes of evidence and appendices.—659 pages. 

2. Reports respecting telephone service in the following countries : Austria-Hun- 
gary, Bavaria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Russia, Sweden, Nor- 
way, Switzerland, United States. March, 1809, 63 pages. 

v. Treasury Minute dated May 8th, 1899, in reference to the proposal of the Post- 
master general : 


1. That licenses be granted to municipalities. 
2. That the post office should establish telephone exchanges in London. 


4, Report of the Standing Committee on Trade on the Telegraphics (‘Telephone 
communication, &c.) Bill, with the proceedings of the committee. July, 1899. 

5. Return of the receipts of the post office from the telephone service, dated Novem- 
ber 7th, 1900. Copy of agreement dated 18th of November, 1901, between the Post- 
master General and National Telephone Company, Limited, with reference to the ex- 
change of area of London. 

6. Return of all post office telephone exchanges, with date of opening, number of 
- gubseribers on the 31st of December, 1899, 1900, 1901, and the tariff. 


Reports Committees, British House of Commons: No. 7, Volume 13, 1895. Con- 
taining: A report from the Select Committee on Telephone Service, together 
with proceedings of Committee, Minutes of evidence and Appendix. 3570 pages. 
July, 1895. 


Reports Committees, British House of Commons: No. 5, Volume 12, 1898. Con- 
taining : A report of Select Committee on Telephones, Proceedings of Commit- 
tee, Minutes of evidence and appendices. August 9th, 1898. 


, Reports of Commissioners, British Parliament : No. 37, Volume 49, 1898. A report 
of Commissioner of inquiry into the telephone exchange in Glasgow. By Andrew 
Jamieson, Q.C. 299 pages. 


United States Senate Documents: Volume 12, 56th Congress, Ist Session, 1899-1900. 
Containing : A letter from Commissioners, District of Columbia, inclosing copy 
of statement of the Attorney for the District of Columbia regarding telephone 
rates, together with decision of the Supreme Court in the matter. 


United States House Reports: Volume 5, 56th Congress, 1st Session, 1899-1900: Dor: 
taining : A report of Committee on Post Office and Post Roads upon a Bill for 
the regulation of Telegraph and Telephone Companies. 


United States Senate Documents : Vol. 6, 55th Congress, 1st Session, 1897. Contain- 
ing: Message of the President of the United States in response to resolution ot 
the Senate, July 12th, 1897. A report from the Acting Secretary of State with 
accompanying papers relating to the nature and practical working of Postal 
telegraphs. 


United States House Documents : Volume 95, 56th Congress, Ist Session. Contain- 
ing: Testimony of Prof. E. R. A. Seligman, before the Industrial Commission, 
December 6th, 1899, on Government Ownership, including Telegraphs and Tele- 


phones. 
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United States House Documents: Volume 72. No. 178. 57th Congress, 1st Session, 
1901-1902. Second Report of Industrial Commission on Transportation. 


1. Prof. Bemis on ownership of public utilities, pages 86 to 103. 

2. Testimony of Prof. Frank Parsons, pages 123-193. 

3. Testimony of Albert E. Chandler, President of the Postal Telegraph Company, 
pages 193-206. lat 

4. Testimony of T. F. Clark, Vice-President Western Union Telegraph Company, - 
on Telegraph Business, pages 206-241. 

5. Testimony of A. L. Randall, Chairman, International Typographical Union, on 
Government Ownership of Telegraphs, pages 241-265. 

6. Testimony of F. ©. Roberts, member of International Typographical Union 

Telegraph Committee, on Government Ownership of Telegraphs, pages 266-274. 

7. Testimony of Alton D. Adams, Electrical Engineer, on Municipal Electric 
Plants, pages 275-285. 

8. Testimony of U. N. Bethel, General Manager, the New York (‘Bell’) Tele- 
phone Company, on the Telephone Business, pages 777-816. 

9. Statement of Edward J. Hall, Vice-President and General Manager, Ameri- 
ean Telephone and Telegraph Company, on the Telephone Business, pages 817-823. 

10. Supplementary Statement by Prof. Frank Parsons on Telegraphs and Tele- 
phones, pages 8838-890. 

11. Statement of Roman Hitchcock, on the Postal Telegraph Business, pages 
890-896. 


United States House Reports: 1659, 55th Congress, 2nd Session. Report of Commis- 
sion on Telephone charges in the District of Columbia, together with Proceedings 
of Committee and Minutes of Evidence. 


United States Senate Documents : Vol. 8, Nos. 39-67. 55th Congress, 2nd Session, 
1898-1899. Containing: Information furnished by Diplomatic and Consular 
Offices of the United States in response to Senate resolution of July 12th, 1897, on 
Postal, Telegraph and Telephone Lines, &c. 397 pages. 


American Law Review : Vol. 80, 1896. Containing : Opinion of Henry Clay Mc- 
“Dougall on the power of municipal populations to regulate telephone charges, 
control streets and force overhead wires into conduits, pages 381-397. 


Municipal Affairs: Vol. 4, 1900. Containing: Article on municipal telephones in 
Amsterdam, by P. MN. Falkenburg and J. H. Van Zanten. Pages 24-80. 


The New Review: Vol. 6,1892. Containing: Article by the late Duke of Marlborough 
on the Telephone and the Post Office. Pages 320-331. 


The Journal of Institution of Electrical Engineers: Vol. 31, 1901-1902. Oontaining: 
Report of the Committee on the Institution visit to Germany on Telegraphs and 
Telephones. Pages 547-558. 


The Econom Journal: Vol. 10, 1900. Containing: Article by F. Brockelhurst on 
Municipal Telephones in Great Britain. Pages 552-562. : ; 


The Electrical Review: Vol. 27, 1895. Containing: Abstract of Paper on Municipal 
Telephony read before the Northern (British) Society of Electrical Engineers, 
November 11th, 1895, by A. R. Bennett. Pages 310, 325, 338-339, and 346. 


The Arena: Vol. 27, 1902. Containing: A conversation with Prof. Frank Parsons, 
presenting some reasons why the public should own and control the telephones. 
Pages 297 to 302. 
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The Arena: Vol. 15, 1896. Containing: Articles on the Government ownership of 
the telegraph, by Prof. R. T. Eli, Judge Walter Clark, Lyman Abbott, D.D., Post- 


master General Wilson, and Prof. Frank Parsons. Pages 49-58; 249-949. The 


ee monopoly, by Prof Frank Parsons. Pages 399-413, 587-602, 802-842, 
947-955. 


The Arena: Vol. 16. Containing: Continuation of article ‘The Telegraph Monopoly,’ 
by Prof. Frank Parsons. Pages 70-84, 186-195, 353-366, 629-655. 


The Arena : Vol. 17. Containing Continuation af article ‘The Telegraph Monopoly,’ 
by Prof. Parsons. Pages 8-31, 193-210, 416-429. 


The Arena : Vol. 18. Containing : Continuation of article on ‘The Telegraph 
Monopoly,’ by Prof. Parsons. Pages 218-225, 628-643. 


Telephone Lines and their Properties: By Prof. W. J. Hopkins, Philadelphia. 


Municipal Monopolies: Containing: Article by Prof. Frank Parsons on the Tele- 
phone. Pages 300-361. Edited by Edward W. Bemis, 1899. 


The Committee then adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


: : Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Turspay, May 2, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


- Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs. Bergeron, Boyce, Burrows, 
Demers (St. John), Geoffrion, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), Miller, 
Monk, Roche (Marquette) and Zimmerman.—138. 


Dr. Warren Doan, President, Harrietsville Telephone Association, Limited, North 
Dorchester, Ontario, was recalled, sworn and further examined and discharged. 


Mr. J. H. Winfield, Manager of the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, Limited, 
Halifax, was sworn, examined and discharged. 


Mr. Winfield produced the following papers, which were filed and marked as ex- 
hibits, viz. :— : 
Exhibit No. 68.—List of telephone companies in Nova Scotia, with approximate 


- number of telephones operated by each. 


Exhibit No. 69.—Schedule of tolls and charges of the Nova Scotia Telephone 
Company, Limited, as existing on the ist of January, 1903. | 
Exhibit No. 70.—Financial statement of the foregoing company for the year end- 
ing 31st January, 1903. is 
Exhibit No. 71.—Annual report of the foregoing company, together with financia 
statement, for the year ending 31st January, 1904. 
Exhibit No. 72.—Memorandum of long distance lines of the foregoing company. 
Exhibit No. 73.—Map showing long distance lines and connections of above com- 
pany. 
Exhibit No. 74.—List of shareholders of above company, Ist May, 1905. 


/ 
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Exhibit No. 75.—Summary of agreements entered into by the Nova Scotia Tele- 
phone Company with a number of telephone companies operating throughout Nova 
Scotia, embodying the details of a working agreement between the first-mentioned com- 
pany and the different telephone companies. 


Mr. J. Heber Young, Jocelyn, Ontario, was sworn, examined and discharged. 


Resolved, That Mr. Walter Crow, of the.Eastern Telephone Company, Sydney, 
N.S., be summoned to give evidence on Thursday, the 11th instant. 


Resolved, That Messieurs. Chas. M. Hays, Second Vice-President and General 
Manager, Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, and D. MeNicholl, Vice-President, 
Canadian Pacific Railway Comvany, be summoned to give evidence on Tuesday next, 
the 9th instant. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


WeEpNEspDAY, May 3, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Geoffrion, 
Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), Miller, Roche (Marquette), Smith 
(Nanaimo), Zimmerman.—11. 


Mr. D. W. Ross, Secretary, Union Telephone Company, Florenceville, N.B., was 
sworn, examined and discharged. 


During the examination the following letters were produced and marked as ex- 
hibits, viz. :— 


Exhibit No. 76.—Estimate of cost of installation per mile for constructing tele- 
phone line in territory operated by the Union Telephone Company, New Brunswick. 

Exhibit No. 77.—Statement of receipts and expenditure, the Union Telephone 
Company, Limited, Florenceville, N.B. 

Exhibit No. 78.—From D. W. Newcombe, Superintendent, Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company, Woodstock, N.B., to Dr. Brown, Florenceville, N.B., dated 11th April, 
1908. 

Exhibit No. 79.—From same writer to D. W. Ross, Secretary, Union Telephone 
Company, Limited, Florenceville, N.B., dated 14th July, 1903. 

Exhibit No. 80.—From same writer to D. W. Ross, dated 20th July, 1903. 

Exhibit No. 81.—From William Downie, General Superintendent, Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company, St. John, N.B., to D. W. Ross, dated 3rd October, 1903. 

Exhibit No. 82.—From D. W. Newcombe, Superintendent, Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company, Woodstock, N.B., to W. B. Belyea, Mayor, Woodstock, N.B., dated 7th 
November, 1903. 

Exhibit No. 83.—From same writer to D. W. Ross, dated 28th January, 1904. 

ees No. 84.—From William Downie to D. W. Newcombe, dated 5th February, 
1904. 


Exhibit No. 85.—From D. W. Newcombe to D. W. Ross* dated 28th January, 
1904, 


‘ 
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Exhibit No. 86.—From same writer to D. W. Ross, dated 22nd February, 1904. 
Exhibit No. 87.—From same writer to D. W. Ross, dated 17th February, 1904. 


‘ | 
Resolved, That Mr. C. F. Sise, President of the Bell Telephone Company of Can- 


ada, Limited, Montreal, be summoned to give evidence on Tuesday next, the 9th instant. 


Resolved, That a summary of the letter received from Mr. Bruneau, M.P., be pre- 
pared and printed in Appendix A, and that the Clerk of the Committee, upon ascer- 
taining from Mr. Bruneau the name of one of the three persons mentioned in his letter, 
whom he is desirous of having examined, be instructed to summon said person to give 


evidence on a date to be decided upon by the Committee. ; 


Resolved, That the letters (10) addressed to the Chairman of the Committee, which 
have been read, be printed in Appendix A (Nos. 31, 82, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39 and 40), 


Resolved, That the following exhibits be filed, viz. :— 

Exhibit No. 88.—Declaration of Frederick Sydney Jones, Superintendent of Muni- 
cipal Telephone Plant of Fort William, Ontario, affirming that names of subscribers 
indicated by red mark in the annexed directory of the Bell Telephone Company 
at Fort William, are receiving Bell telephones free. 

Exhibit No. 89.—Declaration of Geo. Robinson on the same subject. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


-\ 


; Tuurspay, May 4, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Boyce, Burrows, Johnston 


(Cape Breton), Lewis, Monk and Zimmerman-—(7.) 


Resolved, That with-a view of assisting Messrs. Charles M. Hays, 2nd Vice-Presi- 
dent and General Manager, Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, and D. MeNicoll, 


- Vice-President, Canadian Pacific Railway, in their examination, they be requested to 


furnish all agreements and correspondence between the said railway companies and the 
various telephone companies in Canada relative to the granting to the said companies 
exclusive rights to install their telephone instruments in their respective railway offices, 
stations, &e. 


Resolved, That Mr. W. E. Smithe, Secretary of the New Brunswick T elephone 
Company, Limited, Fredericton, N.B., be summoned to atgend and give evidence on 
Thursday next, the 11th instant, and be required to bring with him copies of all agree- 
ments between the New Brunswick Telephone Company, Limited, and any other com: 
pany or companies or persons, relating to the interchange of business, use of patents 
and purchase of supplies; also copies of all agreements between said company and 
any railway, navigation, transportation or any other company with regard to the plac- 
ing-of telephones on the premises of the latter; also list of stockholders and amount ie 
holdings, financial statements of the last three years, and statement showing number 0 
exchanges, local subscribers, mileage of long-distance lines, &e. 
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Resolved, That Mr. E. Courchesne, Secretary-Treasurer, La Cie St. Laurent, St. 
Francois du Lac, P.Q., be summoned to attend and give evidence on Thursday next, 
Jith instant. ; 


Resolved, That the examination in chief of Messrs. Chas. M. Hays, D. MecNicoll 
and C. F. Sise, be conducted by Mr. F. H. Chrysler, K.C., Counsel for the Committee. 


Resolved, That the letters read, viz. (Nos. 41, 42, 48 and 44), addressed to the 
Chairman of the Committee, be printed in Appendix ‘ A.’ 


The Committee then adjourned until Tuesday next, the 9th instant, at 11 o’clock, 
a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Turspay, May 9, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Burrows, Demers 
(St. John), Geoffrion, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), Monk, Roche 
(Marquette) and Zimmerman—(11). 


Mr. A. B. Aylesworth, K.C., was given leave to appear as counsel for the Bell 
Yelephone Company. 


Mr. D. MeNicoll, Vice-President, Canadian Pacific Railway Company, was 
sworn, examined, cross-examined and discharged from further attendance. 


The following papers were produced by Mr. McNicoll ana filed as exhibits. 

Exhibit No. 90.—Agreement dated January 1, 1904, between the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, giving exclusiv: ° 
right to the Telephone Company to place their instruments in the stations, &., of the 
Railway Company. : 

Exhibit No. 91—Agreement dated January 1, 1902, between the New Westmin- 
ster and Burrard Inlet Telephone Company and its allies, giving exclusive rights to 
the Telephone Company to place its instruments in the stations, &., of the Railway 
Company. 

Exhibit No. 92.—Agreement datcd May 1, 1902, between the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, giving the Telephone Company 
exclusive right to place its instruments in the stations, &., of the Railway Company 


Mr. C. F. Sise, President, Bell Telephone Company of Canada, sworn and ex- 
amined in part. o 

Mr. Sise produced the following papers which were filed and marked as exhibits. 

Exhibit No. 93.—Copies of annual reports of the Bell Telephone Company from 
1880 .to 1904 inclusive. 

Exhibit No. 94.—Statement of dividends paid by the Bell Telephone Company 
from December 31, 1881 to March 31, 1905. 


Exhibit No. 95.—Agreement dated November 18, 1880, between the Canaiiten 
Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, and the Bell Telephiine Company, whereby 
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the Canadian Company gives the Bell Company the right to use certain telephon> 
instruments covered by patents issued to A. G. Bell. : 


Exhibit No. 95(a).—Further agreement between the same companies dated 1880 
whereby the Canadian Company grants to the Bell Company the exclusive right Fe 
use or to license others to use the telephones furnished by the Canadian Sarrnaee 
under existing patents or patents which may thereafter be acquired. | 

Exhibit No. 95(6).—Further agreement between the same companies dated May 
©, 1881, whereby the Bell Company acquires from the Canadian Company the tele- 
rhone business of certain other companies. 

Exhibit No. 95(c).—Further agreement between the same companies dated Octo- 
ber 28, 1882, whereby the Bell Company assumes liabilities of the Canadian Company. 

Exhibit No. 95(d).—List of instruments transferred by the Canadian Telephone 
Company to the Bell Telephone Company. 

Exhibit No. 95 (e).—Further agreement between the same companies dated 
November 2, 1882, whereby the Canadian Company sells and transfers to the Bell 
Company 4,085 hand telephones of the Bell patent. 


The examination of Mr. Sise was adjourned until to-morrow. 


Resolved, That Mr. C. M. Hays, 2nd Vice-President of the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way Company be examined on Tuesday next, May 16. 


Resolved, That Mr. W. D. Lighthall, secretary treasurer of the Union of Cana- 
dian Municipalities be notified that the Committee will be pleased to hear any argu- 
ment by any representative of the Union, regarding the control of highways in cities, 
&c., at such time as may be arranged for. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Wepnespay, May 10, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Presentr—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Demers 
(St. Johns), Geoffrion, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), Miller, Monk, 
Roche (Marquette), and Zimmerman—12. 


The examination of Mr. CO. F. Sise was resumed. 

The following papers were produced and filed as exhibits :— 

Exhibit No. 96—Agreement dated November 1, 1880, between the Canadian Tele- 
phone Company, Limited, and the American Bell Telephone 
Company and the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Lim- 
ited, and the American Speaking Telephone Company. 

Exhibit No. 97—Statement of shareholdings of American Bell Telephone Com- 
pany in Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 


Exhibit No. 98—Statement of shareholdings of American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company in Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 
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99—Statement of Royalties paid to Canadian Telephone Company, 
Limited, by the Bell Telephone Company. 

100—Agreement dated March 5, 1903, between the Bell Telephone 
Company and William Gillies, of Spry, Ont., re connections 
between the Bell system and the local system in the county of 
Bruce, Ont. 

101—Agreement dated September 1, 1899, between the Central New 
York Telephone and Telegraph Company and the Bell Tele- 
phone Company re connections between the systems. 

102—List of contracts between Canadian connecting lines and the . 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 


1083—Current lease form, Exchange line contract, Bell Telephone 
Company. 

103a—Previous lease form, Exchange line contract, Bell Telephone 
Company. 

103b—Previous lease form, Exchange line contract, Bell Telephone 
Company. 


104—List of parties from whom goods have been bought during past 
five years, Bell Telephone Company. 

105—Statement of actual amounts paid by Bell Telephone Company 
to Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company, Limited, 
during five years, to December 31, 1904. 

105a—The Wire and Cable Company, statement of sales to the Bell 
Telephone Company to December 31, 1904. 

106—Statement of stock held in other companies by Bell Telephone 
Company. 

107-—-Form of agreement between Bell Telephone Company and hotels. 

108—Agreement dated November 16, 1899, between the Bell Tele- 
phone Company and Deseronto Navigation Company, Lim- 
ited, giving the Bell Company exclusive right to place tele- 
phones in stations, &c., of the Deseronto Company. 

109—Statement of revenue, cost of operation and maintenance, num- 
ber of subscribers, &c., for an exchange of a capacity of 
over 10,000 telephones (Toronto). 

109a—Similar statement for over 2,000 (Winnipeg). 

1095— es ie 1,000 (London). 


109c— e oS 500 (Windsor). 

109d— 2 ri 400 (Calgary). 

109 e— A s 300 (St. Johns). 

109f— i. Fe 200 (Cornwall). 

109g— : <a: 100 (Lethbridge). 

109h— ¥ Re 50 (Winona). 

110—Statement of value of plant and patents, Bell Telephone Com- 

pany, December 31, 1904. 
111—Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company, in 


Ontario and Quebec. 


112—-Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company, in 
Alberta. 


1183—Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company, in 
Northern Ontario. 
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dora ‘No. 114—Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company in 
apie Manitoba. 
Exhibit No. 115—Map of part of Niagara peninsula, showing telephone develop- 
hore ment in rural districts by Bell Telephone Company. 
_ Exhibit No. 116—Schedule of rates (and railway mileage) to toll offices in Can- 
. ada, from Montreal, Bell Telephone Company. 
Exhibit No. 117—Schedule of rates (and railway mileage) to toll offices in Can- 
y | ada, from Toronto. 
Exhibit No. 118—Rental rates, Bell Telephone Company, authorized at Walker- 
cn ton, Ont. \ 
~ Exhibit No. 118a—Rental rates, Bell Telephone Company, authorized at Ottawa. 
Exhibit No. 118)—Rental rates, Bell Telephone Company, authorized at Montreal. 
Exhibit No. 119—Private exchange rates, Bell Telephone Company. 
Exhibit No. 120—Statement of wages paid, Bell Telephone Company. 
Exhibit No. 121—Memo. of proposed agreement for connection between the lines 
of the Beauce Telephone Company and the Bell Telephone 
ee NS Company. 
_ Exhibits Nos. 121¢ to 121:—Correspondence between officials of the Beayce Com- 
pany and the Bell Company re proposed agreement for con- 
-nection of lines. 


The examination of Mz. Sise was adjourned until Tuesday next, the 16th instant. 


Nt Ordered, That the question of printing the foregoing exhibits in whole or in part 
be left to the decision of Mr. Chrysler and counsel for the Bell Telephone Company 
and the Clerk of the Committee. 


Mr. L. J. Turgeon, of St. Philémon, P.Q., was sworn, examined and discharged. 


Resolved, That J. E. Frenette, managing director, Kamouraska Telephone Com- 
pany, of Fraserville, P.Q., be summoned to give evidence on Thursday, May 18. 


Resolved, That Mr. Stockton, M.P., and Mr. Dugas, M.P., be invited to attend 
‘and give evidence to-morrow. 


Resolved, That Hon. F. P. Thompson, Managing Director, New Brunswick Tele- 
phone Company, be notified that the Committee will be pleased to hear any testimony 


which he may desire to give at their meeting to-morrow morning. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


. Trurspay, May 11, 1905. 
- The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 
- Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Boyce, Demers (St. 
Geoffrion, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Roche (Marquette). 
Hon. F. P. Tompson, Managing Director of the New Brunswick Tel 
pany, was sworn, examined and discharged. 
1—ab—3 


Johns), 


ephone Com- 


i) 
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The following papers were produced and filed as exhibits, viz. :— ' 

Exhibit No. 122.—Plans showing wire lines of the New Brunswick Telephone 
Company. 

Exhibit No. 123.—Copy of last annual report of the New Brunswick Telephone 
Company. 

Exhibit No. 124.—Schedule of rates of the New Brunswick Telephone Company. 


Mr. A. A. Stockton, M.P., Director of the New Brunswick Telephone Company, ~ 


was sworn, examined ond diseharzed. 
Mr. Ep. Cocurane, M.P., was sworn, examined and aiiliane et 


Mr. F. O. Duaas; M.P., representing the Joliette Telephone Company, was sworr., 
examined and discharged. 


The following paper was filed :— 
Exhibit No. 125.—Schedule of rates, Joliette Telephone Company. 


Ordered, That the summons issued on the 4th May instant, to W. E. Smithe, 
Secretary of the New Brunswick Telephone Company, be cancelled and that Mr. Smithe 
be relieved from attendance on the committee. 


Resolved, That the following persons be summoned to give evidence on Thursday, 
the 18th ‘inst. :— 

J. H. Gopsout, Proprietor, Megantic alsnhore System. 

Mr. Peter H. Fox, Northport, Ont. 

Rey. S. JoLicozur, St. Catharine, Portneuf Company, P.Q. 


The committee having been informed that a message had been received from the 
Grand Trunk Railway offices, Montreal, that Mr. C. M. Hays, General Manager, would 
be unable to attend before the committee on Tuesday next, owing to absence from the 
country, but that Mr. F. H. McGuigan, Manager of Transportation, who is familiar 
with the telephone agreement with the Bell Company, would attend in his stead if 
required, it was 


Ordered, That Mr. F. H. McGuigan be notified to be in attendance on Tuesday next, 


and to bree with him all papers mentioned in the summons sent to Mr. C. M. Hays. — 


Seven letters and four synopses of letters addressed to the Chairman or other 
members were ordered to be printed in appendix ‘ A’ as Nos. 45 to 55 inclusive. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Fripay, May 12, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. | 


PresenT—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, J ohnston, 
(Cape Breton), and Lewis.—5. 


, A letter dated May 12, 1905, from Hon. Mr. Thompson to the Chairman of the Com- 

mittee, inclosing a memo. of length of long-distance lines of the New Brunswick Tele- 
phone Company (Limited), which he had overlooked in giving his evidence, was ordered 
to be printed in Appendix ‘ A’ as No. 56. 


A letter from the Black River Telephone Company of Lorain, Ohio, to the Post- 
master General, was ordered to be printed in Appendix ‘ A’ as No. 57. 
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in ‘ gr oe ; 

* An excerpt from the Indianapolis News re independent tele 

, ; : ; ( phones, was ordered to 
Saat be printed in Appendix ‘ A,’ as No. 58. 


The Clerk reported that he had received the following telegram from F. H. Me- 
_ Gmigan, of the Grand Trunk Railway Company, and asked to be instructed as to the 
nature of the reply -— 


: Montreau, May 11, 1905. 
Water Topp, Ottawa. 
‘ Answering your message (see Minutes of Proceedings, May 11), I had nothing to 
' do with telephone contract, and am not sufficiently familiar with matter to give intelli- 
gent testimony before committee; would suggest you call upon Mr. Wainwright, who 
assisted in making original contract, and who, I think, will be able to give the evidence 
required ; furthermore, I have important engagement in Chicago, which will not enable 

~ me to return until Friday or Saturday of next week. 

me | J. H. MoGUIGAN. 


% . Resolved, That the Clerk reply to the foregoing telegram by stating that the Com- 
i ‘mittee expects either Mr. Hays or Mr. McGuigan to attend on Tuesday next, in accord- 
‘ty ance with the requirements of the original summons issued to Mr. Hays on May 2, and 
amy subsequent letters or telegrams in reference thereto. 


"" 


The following resolution was adopted :— 
~ Resolved, That in pursuance of the authority conferred upon the Committee by the 
Order of Reference of March 17, the Clerk of Committee is hereby authorized to employ 
from time to time, subject to the approval of the Chairman in each case, such clerical 
0 other assistance, at a rate not exceeding $2.50 per diem, as may be necessary to pro- 
_ perly carry on the work of the Committee. 
- The Commitee adjourned until Tuesday, the 16th inst., at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


ast . TuEsDAy, May 16, 1905. 
‘The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 
Present—Sir William Mulock, chairman, Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Burrows, 
Geoffrion, Johnston, Lewis, Maclean (York), Miller, Monk, Roche (Marquette) and 
 Zimmerman—12. 
On motion of Mr. Monk, it was 
- Resolved, That Dr. Bastien, of Rigaud, P.Q., be summoned to give evidence on 
Friday next._ 
The examination of Mr. CO. F. Sisz was resumed. 


ib The following papers were produced and filed :— 
Exhibit No. 126—Statement of patent account, Bell Telephone Company, from 1880. 
= 497—Statement of amounts written off and added to plant and patent 
* ; accounts, Bell Telephone Company, from year 1897. 
ea Kau 498—Statement of amount of capital stock, Bell Telephone Company, 
Bs in each year since 1880. 
Wk 4 499—Statement of plant account, Bell Telephone Company, from 1880. 
“Y sce 199,—Statement of plant and patent accounts, Bell Telephone Com- 
pains pany, from 1898. 
Jets 130—Statement of details of operatin 
: Company. 
sp 131—Statement of bond account, Bell Telephone Company. 
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The examination of Mr. Sise was again Saseaeaed until to-morrow. 


The Clerk stated that a telegram had been received from Mr. Wainwright, of 
the Grand Trunk Railway Company, to the effect that it was impossible for Mr. Hays 
to be in Ottawa this morning, but that he would be in attendance on the Committee 
on Wednesday, 17th instant. 


Resolved, That Mr. Lighthall, secretary of Union of Municipalities, and Mr. 
Urquhart, mayor of Toronto, be notified that the Committee wovid hear argument by 
them or their representatives, regarding the control of highways, etce., on Tuesday 
next, 23rd instant, at 4 o’clock p.m. 


Eight letters and five synopses of letters were read and ordered to be printed in 
Appendix ‘A’ as Nos. 59 to 71, inclusive. h 


The Committee then adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


WEDNESDAY, May 17, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock. 


Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Burrows, 
Geoffrion, Grant, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Miller, Monk, Roche (Marquette), 
and Zimmerman—11. 


, Examination of Mr. Sise resumed. 


The following papers re Bell Telephone Company were produced and filed :— 


Exhibit No. 182—Stock account, December 31, 1904. 
133—Statement of gross revenue, 1880-1904. 

cs 134—Statement of insurance reserve, 1886-1904. 

s 135—Statement of accident reserve, 1891-1904. 
136—Contingent account (showing depreciation). 
137—Statement of instruments, &c., earning rental. 
r 188—Statement of long-distance mileage, 1883-1904. 


Examination of Mr. Sise again adjourned. 


Mr. Chas. M. Hays, Second Vice-President and General Manager, Grand Trunk 
Railway Company, was sworn, examined, cross-examined, and discharged. 


During his examination the following papers were produced and filed. 


Exhibit No. 139—Agreement dated January 2, 1896, between the International Bridge 
Company and the Bell Telenhoue Company. . 

Fe 140—Agreement dated September 30, 1904, between the Bellechasse Tele- 

phone Company and the Grand Trunk Railway Company re 

placing of a telephone in the railway station at St. Agapit, P.Q. 

141—Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and the Grand 

Trunk Railway Company, dated June 11, 1897, re carrying of 
telephone cables across the Victoria Bridge, at Montreal. 

s 142—-Agreement dated December 1, 1903, between the Bell Telephone 
Company and the Grand Trunk Railway Company, re carry- 
ing of telephone cable through the St. Clair tunnel at Sarnia, 
Ont. 


The Committee took recess at 1.15 p.m. 


<9 


a aids a 
Fae 


- 


| MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS xxxvii 


¥ ec 


APPENDIX No. 1 


7, 


; sia ; 4 o’CLOOK, P.M. 
The examination of Mr. OC. F. Sise was resumed. 


The following statements re Bell Telephone Company were produced and filed :— 
Exhibit No. 143—Statement of total ‘exchange,’ ‘toll-line, and ‘real estate’ capital. 
cits 144—Comparative statement of capital stock, &c., with telephone com- 

% panies in the United States. 


Examination of Mr. Sise was adjourned till to-morrow. 
Five letters were ordered to be printed in Appendix ‘A’ as Nos. 72-76, inclusive. 
.. The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of Committee 


‘ Tuurspay, May 18, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 


_ Present—Sir William Mulock, ‘Chairman; Messrs. Burrows, Demers (St. 
Johns), Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Miller and Zimmerman—. 

Rev. S. JoticozuR, St. Catherine de Portneuf, was sworn, examined and discharged. 
ai The following paper was produced and filed :-— 


Exhibit No. 145—Agreement dated April 25, 1904, between the Bell Telephone 
Company and Rev. S. Jolicoeur, for the St. Catharine and St. Bazile Telephone Com- 


pany. 
The examination of Mr. C. F. Sise was resumed. 


The following paper was produced and filed :— 
Exhibit No. 146.—Copy of account rendered November 30, 1904, to North American 
Telephone Company by Bell Telephone Company for goods supplied. 


: @ -. Examination of Mr. Sise was adjourned until Monday next, at noon. 


The Committee adjourned until tomorrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of Committee. 


Fripay, May 19, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. 
Present—Sir William Mulock (Chairman), Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Johnston 
(Cape Breton), Lewis, Miller, Monk, Roche (Marquette), and Zimmerman.—9. 
The following witnesses were respectively sworn, examined and discharged :— 


‘Mr. J. E. Frenette, Fraserville, P.Q. 

Mr. Peter H. Fox, Northport, Prince Edward County, Ont. 
Mr. Walter Crow, Sydney, N.S. 

Dr. Bastien, Rigaud, P.Q. 
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The following papers were produced and filed :— 
Exhibit No. 147.—Balance sheet of the Kamouraska Telephone Company, Decem- 
ber 31, 1904. ; 
} Exhibit No. 148.—Schedule of rates, &c., Eastern Telephone Company (Limited). 
The Chairman having read a communication from the Mayor of Toronto expressing 


a desire to be heard before the Committee in regard to the local conditions in that city 
and the manner in which the telephone business is carried on at the present time, it was 


Resolved, That the Mayor of Toronto be informed that the Committee will hear any 
representatives from that city upon tine subject mentioned in his communication on 
Monday next, 22nd instant, at 10 o’clock a.m. 


A letter from Mr. M. Epstein, president Canada Newspaper Syndicate, Montreal, 
containing certain allegations against the Bell Company, was read, and the clerk was 
instructed to write to Mr. Epstein, asking him to furnish further details in connection 
with the charges made, and to verify the same by statutory declaration. 


T'wo letters were ordered to be printed in Appendix A, as Nos. 77 and 78. 
The Committee adjourned until Monday next, 22nd inst., at 10 o’clock a.m. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Monpay, May 22nd, 1905. 
The Committee met at 12 o’clock noon. 


Present—Sir William Mulock, Chairman ; Messrs. Bergeron, Johnston (Cape 
Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), Miller, Monk and Zimmerman—(8). 


Tne Chairman stated that a telegram had been received from the Mayor of 


Toronto stating that the representatives of that city would not be able to be present 
this morning, and asking to be heard to-morrow morning instead. 


The examination of Mr. C. F. Sise was resumed. 
The following papers were produced by Mr. Sise and filed: 


Exhibit No. 149.—Statement of contingent fund (showing amounts written off for 
depreciation). 

150.—Statement of exchange service charges. 

151.—List of exclusive contracts with cities and towns, &e. 

152.—Statement showing annual growth of agencies, exchanges and 
stations. 

152a.— Diagram accompanying last statement. 

153.—Statement showing number of exchanges in each city, town, &e. 


The examination of Mr. Sise was further postponed until to-morrow. 


Mr. Aylesworth, counsel for the Bell Telephone Company, having stated that he 
‘desired to call some witnesses, it was 


Resolved, That any witnesses called by the Bell Telephone Company be heard on 
Friday next, the 26th instant, at 10 o’clock a.m. 


its 


if3 


if3 


On motion of Mr. Bergeron it was 


Resolved, That Mr. L. B. McFartane, general superintendent, Bell Telephone 
Company, Montreal, be summoned to give evidence on Friday next. 


iF 
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i ey Two letters were ordered to be printed in Appendix A as Nos. 79 and 80. 
' -——s- The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a.m. 


ed ay fea: a Attest, WALTER TODD, 
aa Clerk of Committee. 


4 i , TuEspAY, May 28rd, 1905 
, _- The Committee met at 10 o’clock a.m. 


We Puesent—Messieurs Bergeron, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), 
Miller, Monk and Zimmerman—(7). 


Tn the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Zimmerman was moved into the chair. 


‘ 


The examination of Mr. OC. F. Sise was resumed. 


The following papers were produced and filed: 
Exhibit No. 154.—Statement of amount invested in business. 
hits 155.—Letter dated 6th May, 1905, from Hon. F. Oliver to Sir William 

a Mulock. 

Ms és 155a.—Letter dated May 18th, 1905, to D. W. Macdonald, local manager, 
Bell Telephone Company, Edmonton, to L. B. McFarlane, 
general superintendent, Bell Telephone Co., Montreal. 

ak 155b.—Letter dated September 14th, 1904, of C. FP. Sise to D. W. 
Macdonald. 


‘Examination of Mr. Sise further postponed. 


~ On motion of Mr. Maclean (York) Mr. Dewart, K.C., was permitted to appear as 
-. eounsel for the city of Toronto. ~ 


ea. Mr. Thomas Urquhart, mayor of Toronto, was sworn, examined, cross-examined 
and discharged. | 


The following papers were produced by Mr. Urquhart and filed: 
Exhibit No. 156.—Agreement dated 17th September, 1891, between the city of Torontn 


“f and the Bell Telephone Co. ‘ 
/ « — 157.—Communications received re Bell Telephone Company’s rates, &¢., 

: ; in Toronto, 1900. . 
a 158.—Proposition received by Toronto January 20th, 1904, from the Can- 


“ bits dian Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

ri 159.—Offer of February 12th, 1904, of Stark T. L. & P. System to the 
city of Toronto. Bere 
e 1 160.—Specification for installation of a telephone system 1n Toronto. 
vat 161.—Report of city engineer, Toronto, upon the offers of the Canadian 
Telephone and Telegraph Company and the Stark T. L. & I. 
System, dated 30th November, 1904. sti 

sf 162.—Proposition of Stark T. L. & P. System, Limited, to ¢ 
Toronto. is 2 oe 
mf 163.—Report of Mayor Urquhart to the Board of. Control, Toronto, on 

. telephone service. .: ) 
f 164.—Letter dated 15th May, 1901, of Mr. A. E. Ames, president Toronto 
| Board of Trade, to the members of the board re Bell Telephone 


Comnany. 
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Mr. C. H. Rust, city engineer, Toronto, was sworn, examined and discharged. - 


The following papers were produced by Mr. Rust and filed: 
Exhibit No. 165.—Prospectus submitted by T. F. Ahern, Detroit, showing the earn- 
ings of a 6,000 line plant for the city of Toronto. 
165a.—Report and estimate of C. H. Rust, city engineer. 
FS 165b.—Estimate of F. Dagger. 


The Committee took recess at 1 o’clock. é 
The Committee resumed 4 o’clock p.m., Sir William Mulock in the chair. 
In accordance with the resolution of Tuesday, May 16th, the following counsel 


were heard regarding control of highways, &c. Messrs. Lighthall, secretary Union of 
Municipalities; Dewart, K.C., Atwater, K.C., and Aylesworth, K.C. 


The Committee rose at 6 o’clock p.m. 
The Committee resumed at 8.30 p.m. 
Argument by counsel was continued. 


The Committee having sat until 10.45 p.m. adjourned until Thursday morning, 


25th instant, at 10 o’clock a.m. 
Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee, 


THurspay, May 25, 1905. 
The Committee met at 10 o’clock a.m. 


Present :—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Demers 
(St. John’s), Lewis, Miller, Roche (Marquette), and Zimmerman.—8. 


Mr. K. J. Dunstan, local manager at Toronto of the Bell Telephone Company, 
was sworn and examined and discharged. ; 


Mr. Lewis B. McFarlane, general superintendent Bell Telephone Company, Mon- 
treal, was sworn and examined in part. 


The following papers were produced by: Mr. McFarlane and filed: 
Exhibit No. 166.—Statement of number of telephones, exchanges, &e., Bell Telephone 
Company, in 1901 and 1904. . 
167.—Statement showing number of telephones per population in towns 
of over 7,000 population. : 


ce 


The following notice to the public was approved: 


In view of the early termination of the work of the Parliamentary Committee 
now engaged in considering the telephone question, the committee again gives notice 
that it is open to any person desiring to do so, to submit to the committee any infor- 
mation or expressions of opinion bearing upon the subject under inquiry. 


On motion of Mr. Bergeron, it was 


Resolved, That in pursuance of the invitation extended by Mt. Sise, president 
of the Bell Telephone Company, the members of the committee will proceed to Mont- 
real on Saturday morning next, the 27th instant, by Canadian Pacific Railway train 
leaving Central station, Ottawa, at 8.45 o'clock, and that Mr. Sise and the members 
of the committee be duly informed of this decision. 
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ee _ The account of Peter H. Fox for amount expended in providing a substitute 
during the time in which he was in attendance upon the committee, was read and 
_ approved and ordered to be paid. 


~ 


The committee rose at 1 p.m. 


aes 4 O'CLOCK P.M. 
The examination of Mr. McFarlane was resumed; concluded. 
' The crogs-examination of Mr. McFarlane was commenced, 
The cross-examination of Mr. McFarlane was adjourned. 
Seven letters were read and ordered to be printed in Appendix ‘A’ ag Nos. 81 to 
87, inclusive. 
The committee adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of Committee. 


Fripay, May 26, 1905. 
The committee met at 10 o’clock. 
Present :—Sir William Mulock, Chairman; Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Demers 
(St. John’s), Geoffrion, Lewis, Roche (Marquette), and Zimmerman.—8. 
. Resolved, That Mr. L. J. Ethier, K.C., corporation counsel, Montreal, be heard 
before the committee on Monday next, 29th instant, at 3 o’clock P.M. 
The cross-examination of Mr. L. B. McFarlane was resumed. 
The following papers re Bell Telephone Company were produced and filed :— 


Exhibit No. 168—List of cities and towns of over 5,000 inhabitants, and number of 
telephones in operation in each. 
rs) 169.—Statement of rural party lines, Ontario Department. 
“~~ 169a.—List of lines under construction, as well as lines already operated 
in Province of Quebec, which include those east of Kingston. 


f 170.—Statement of rural party lines, Eastern Department. 
ty 170a.—List of lines under construction in Ontario and Eastern Depart- 
ments. 
Mr. McFarlane was discharged from further attendance. 
My. Herbert L. Webb, London, England, was sworn and examined. 
The following paper was produced and filed :-— 
Exhibit No. 171.—Pamphlet ‘To the Citizens of Glasgow, 1901-04. 


The committee rose at 1 o’clock P.M. 
4 0’CLOOK P.M, 
Examination of Mr. Webb resumed. 
Cross-examination of Mr. Webb by counsel to take place Monday next. 
A list of names of persons employed by the committee, with rates of pay, was 
submitted and approved by the committee. 


The committee adjourned until Monday at 3 o’clock P.M. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, ; 
Clerk of the Committee. 
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Turspay, May 30th, 1905. 

_ The Committee me at 3 o’clock p.m. , 


PRESENT.—Messieurs Bergeron, Boyce, Demers (St. John), Grant, Lewis, Maclean 
(York), Miller, Monk, Roche (Marquette) and Zimmerman (10). 


In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Zimmerman, on motion of Mr. Lewis, took 
the chair. 


The Chairman stated that by common agreement the meeting which had been 
called for yesterday had been postponed to the same hour to-day. 


The Chairman extended to the Bell Telephone Company, the thanks of the Com- 
mittee for the courtesy and hospitality shown by the Company to the members who 
went to Montreal on Saturday last, and also expressed their appreciation of the great 
value of the practical information obtained through the inspection of the Company’s 
exchanges in that city. 

Mr. Ethier, Corporation Counsel for the city of Montreal, addressed the Com- 
mittee; he also after being sworn, produced the following papers, which were filed. 


Exhibit No. 172.—Petition signed by 294 ratepayers of the city of Montreal, praying 
the Council to apply to the Governor in Council to fix the rates 


which may be charged by the Bell Telephone Company in 


Montreal. 

Exhibit No. 173.—Protest signed by 110 ratepayers of Montreal, against the use of the 

“ slot machine” in connection with telephones in public places. 

Exhibit No. 174.—Extract from Minutes of City Council of Montreal, Monday, 29th 
May, 1905. 

Exhibit No. 174a.—Extract from Minutes of the Special Committee on Legislation, 

Montreal, Tuesday, 23rd May, 1905. Nine letters were ordered 

to be printed in Appendix A, as Nos. 88 to 96 inclusive. 


The Committee adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A.M. 


Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


4 
WEDNESDAY, May 31, 1905. 


The Committee met at 10 o’clock a.m. 


PrEsENtT—Messieurs Zimmerman (in the chair), Bergeron, Boyce, Demers (St. 
John), Grant, Lewis, Miller and Roche (Marquette)—8. 


Mr. F. A. PickrERNELL, of Newton, Mass., was sworn and examined in part. 


Mr. Hersert Laws Wexpp was cross-examined and discharged from further at- 


tendance. r 


The following papers were produced by Mr. Webb and filed :— 


Exhibit No. 175—Form of agreement for Exchange line, Post Office, London Tele-. 


phone system. 
“ 


Post Office Telegraphs, from 1870 to 1903. 
The examination of Mr. Pickernell was resumed. 


The committee rose at one o’clock. 


176—Statement of gross receipts and expenditures, Telegraph garvita. | 
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| 8 o'clock, p.m. 
_ Mr. Hersert Laws Wess was recalled and further cross-exami 


ned and discharged. 
_ The following document was filed :-— 
- Exhibit No. 177.—Fiftieth Annual Report of the Postmaster 
Aes and Ireland), 1904. 
The examination of Mr. Pickernell was resumed. He was 
and discharged from further attendance. 


The following paper was filed on behalf of the Bell Telephone C 
Lawrence Macfarlane :— 


Exhibit No. 178.—Agreement dated December 23rd, 1902, between the company and 
Dr. Horace Bascom and Dr. Frank Forrest, 
The Committee adjourned to the call of the chair. 


{ Attest. WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


General (Great Britain 
also cross-examined 


ompany, by Mr. 


| Wepnespay, June 14, 1908. 
The Committee met at 2 o’clock p.m. 


PREseNt—Messieurs Zimmerman (in the chair), Bergeron, Demers (St. Johns), 
Geoffrion, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), and Monk—(8). 
- A number of letters and synopsis of letters were read and ordered to be printed 
in Appendix A, as Nos. 97 to 153, inclusive. 
The committee adjourned to the call of the chair, 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


THurRspAy, June 29, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


Present—Megsieurs Zimmerman (in the Chair), Bergeron, Demers, (St. Johns), 
Geoffrion, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Monk and’ Smith (Nanaimo)—8. 


A large number of letters received were laid before the Committee, and the Chair- 
man was authorized to make a selection for printing in Appendix ‘ A.’ 


Mr. A. A. Bruneau, M.P., was sworn, examined and discharged from further 
attendance. 

Mr. Bruneau produced the following paper, which was filed :— 

Exhibit No. 179.—Declaration of J. E. Beaubien, agent St. Lawrence: Telephone 
Company, regarding an application to the Grand Trunk 
Railway Company to be permitted to carry a cable across 
the Victoria bridge at Montreal. 

Mr. E. L. Casu, M.P., made affirmation, was examined and discharged. 


The following resolution was agreed to :— i 
- Resolved, That the clerk is hereby authorized to have translated into English any 


letters, papers or pamphlets in foreign languages which may be sent from time to 
time to the Committee for its information. 
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The application of M. Cullen, office stenographer and typewriter, for an increase 
in the rate of his pay of fifty cents per diem was read and approved—said increase 
to date from the 3rd of June, instant. 


The committee adjourned until Tuesday next, July 4th, at 11 o’clock a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, ; 
Clerk of the Committee. 


WEDNESDAY, July 12, 1905. 


The Committee met at 10 o’clock a.m. 


‘Present—Messieurs Zimmerman (in the chair), Bergeron, Boyce, Demers (St. 
Johns), Geoffrion, Grant, Johnston (Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York), Miller and 
Roche (Marquette).—11. 


A number of letters and synopsis of letters were read and ordered to be printed in 
Appendix A as Nos. 228 to 2526. 
The following persons were severally sworn, examined and discharged. 


Mr. Edward M. Trowern of Toronto, secretary of the Retail Merchants’ Association 
of Canada. 


Mr. J. A. Beaudry, secretary of the Federation of the Retail Dealers of the City 
of Montreal; and 


Mr. Moses Moyer, of the Grocers’ Association of Toronto. 


The Committee then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


THurspay, July 18, 1905. 
- The Committee met at 10 o’clock a.m. 


PresENT—Messieurs Zimmerman (in the chair), Bergeron, Boyce, Grant, Johnston 
(Cape Breton), Lewis, Maclean (York) anc Miller—8, 


Mr. A. L. Tétu, hon. secretary of the National Interstate Telephone Association 
of the U.S.A., &c., was sworn, examined and discharged. 


Mr. J. B. Ware, hon. secretary of the Michigan Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion, &c., was sworn and examined. 


The following were produced by Mr. Ware and filed :— 


Exhibit No. 180, map showing development of Independent long distance lines in 
State of Ohio, U.S.A. 

Exhibit No. 181, list of five of the largest independent telephone companies in 
Michigan, showing their capitalization, number of telephones, &c. 

Exhibit No. 182, annual report Citizens’ Telephone Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., U.S.A., for the year ending June 30, 1905. 


The Committee rose at 1 p.m. 
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in 3 O'CLOCK, P.M. 
- The Committee resumed. 


Examination of Mr. Ware was resumed and concluded, and he was discharged 
from further attendance. 


The Committee adjourned at 6 o’clock p.m., until to-morrow at 10.30 a.m. 


Attest, WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


Fripay, July 14, 1905. 
The Committee met at 10.30 a.m. 


PRESENT.—Messieurs Zimmerman (in the chair), Bergeron, Demers (Si. Johns), 
Geoffrion, Grant, Johnston (Cape Breton), Maclean (York) and Miller—8, 


_ The Chairman said that as it was obvious that no further evidence could be taken 
this session, it would be desirable for the Committee to consider the advisability of 
making a report of some kind to the House, his own opinion being that in the absence 
of the Chairman, and as the Committee had not as yet had any opportunity of discus- 
sing or deliberating upon the evidence taken, the proper course would be merely to 
report the proceedings of the Committee and other minutes of evidence, so as to place 
-them in the possession of the House; he had embodied that idea in a draft report 
which he submitted for the approval of the Committee, as follows :-— 


DRAFT REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. 
Fripay, July 14, 1905. 


The Select Committee appointed to inquire into and report regarding the various 
telephone systems in operation in Canada and elsewhere, and consider and report what 
changes, if any, are desirable with respect to the methods at present in force for fur- 
nishing telephone service to the public, beg leave to present the following as their 
third report :— 
' During the course of their inquiry, your Committee have held some forty-three 
sittings and have examined about fifty witnesses, and have had a large number of 
-exhrbits and other papers and documents laid before them. Owing, however, to the 
voluminous nature of the evidence submitted, and to the late period of the session, 
your Committee feel that it is impossible for them during the present session to come 
to any conclusions, or to make any recommendations to the House upon the subject 
referred to them, but they beg to submit herewith for the information of the House 
the minutes of their proceedings from March 20 last, together with all the evidence 
_taken by them and the exhibits and other papers laid before them. 
5 All which is respectfully submitted. 


f 


Mr. Brerceron moved that the said draft report be adopted as the report of the 
Committee. 


Mr. Macuzan (York) moved in amendment that all the words after the first para- 
graph in the said draft report be omitted, and the following added in lieu thereof, and 
that the draft report as so amended be adopted as the report of the Committee :— 
- ¢ During the course of their inquiry your Committee have held some forty-three 
sittings and have examined about fifty witnesses, and have had a large number of 
exhibits and other papers and documents laid before them. That, while the evidence 
is voluminous, and while, owing to the lateness of the session it is impossible to sift 
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it all and to make a general finding, your Committee recommend that legislation be 
framed this session compelling railway companies to admit the lines of all telephone 
companies to their premises, as set out in clause 3 of.the Public Bill No. 4, introduced 
this session as an amendment to clause 193 of the Railway Act, 1908. 

‘And they also recommend that legislation be framed this session, compelling 
telephone companies to interchange traffic on terms and conditions approved of by the 
Railway Commission or the Governor in Council.’ 


“And the question having been he upon the amendment, it was declared lost on 
division. 
' And the question being put upon oe main motion, it was agreed to. 
Resolved, that the said draft report, as sumbitted by the acting chairman, be the 
report of the Committee, and that the same be presented to the House, with the min-— 
utes of proceedings and evidence attached thereto. 


On motion of Mr. Lrwis, it was 

Resolved, that the travelling and other expenses of Mr. Taare incurred while 
attending the Independent Telephone Convention in Chicago be defrayed by the Com- 
mittee. 


On motion of Mr. Jounston (Cape Breton), it was 

Resolved, that Mr. Todd, the clerk of the Committee, and Mr. Panet, the assistant 
clerk, be paid the sum of $150 each, for extra work performed in connection with the 
compilation and revision of the evidence taken before the Committee. 


A number of letters and papers were ordered to be printed in Appendix A. 


After a vote of thanks to the acting ee had been unanimously passed, and 
responded to, 


The Committee adjourned. 
(Attest) WALTER TODD, 
Clerk of the Committee. 


SYNOPSIS OF EXHIBITS. 


Pumate. yw ¥'x Subject, — 
Dee gtk from IF. Dagger to Sir W. Mulock detailing ex- 
_ perience obtained by him in connection with telephone 
Fata ™ systems in England and elsewhere, also inclosing eutting 
Boys Wide bu eerhar from ‘Western Morning News,’ Plymouth, Eng, 
pewente ae (Printed on page 5 of the evidence.) 
ese ea 3, 1908... -Report by F. Dagger addressed to Sir W. Mulock upon the 
Bee POA pe Pts Ba Mit ‘telephone situation in Canada. 

eee see ee) 9 (Printed on,page 7 of the evidence.) 
| ry ae , ‘Schedule ‘A’ attached to foregoing showing telephone rates 
' ve wis! at Te ea Vest on the continent of Europe. 


~s 
ay a 
~ 


Ae i | °. (Printed on page 21 of the evidence.) 
NS ae Schedule ‘B, report of independent companies in the 

Wowie.’ United States, 
ty es  _. (Printed on page 23 of the evidence.) 
mania ee reg . Schedule ‘ C,’ showing cities and towns in the United States 
Wile PR where telephone competition has not increased the cost to 
igen e Nth subscribers who are compelled to use both systems. 

air Ae cee (Printed on page 30 of the evidence.) 
ae otha Ayes _ Schedule ‘D,’ showing over-capitalized independent com- 
Pelion gia ye panies where operations are controlled by Federal Com- 
tee rook pany of Cleveland. 
MRR TIL 7) Se - (Printed on page 31 of the evidence.) 
areas eget iS a. Cy ‘Schedule ‘HE,’ showing bglophane record of European coun- 
es asi Pawutiies: 
‘et (Printed on page 32 of the evidence.) 
Pitre Schedule ‘F,’ showing long-distance ‘rates in European 
MMA Saas ee ip <3 Earmce United States and Canada. 
| (Printed on page 33 of the evidence.) 
Schedule ‘G,’ containing questions addressed to owners of 

rural telephone systems, together with replies thereto. 
at (Printed on page 388 of the evidence.) 

% Feb. 1, -1903...Letter from’G. I. Campbell to F. Dagger replying to ques- 

; | tions contained in Schedule ‘ G.’ 


rah Si, Wit (Printed on page 36 of the evidence.) 

‘Feb. 26, 1903... .Letter from G. Le Campbell to F. Dagger containing addi- 
am tional information anent telephoné systems. 

Piety (Printed on page 36 of the evidence.) 


s, Feb. 1 1903... Letter from W. Doan to F. Dagger relative to telephone 
its es eke 7 situation in township of Harrietsville, Ont. 
ci y : (Printed on page 36 of the evidence.) 
Fa ue 1903.. .Letter from J. H. Young to F. Dagger respecting telephone 
situation in J ocelyn, Ont. 
(Printed on page 37 of the evidence.) 
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No. Date. / Subject. 

June 2, 1901...Letter from M. L. Clouser to F. Dagger relative to the 
People’s Co-Operative Telephone Company, Indiana, 
U.S.A. 
(Printed on page 38 of the evidence.) . P 

July 2, 1901...Letter from L. Gordon to F. Dagger respecting the Rural 
Telephone Company, Waterloo, Michigan, U.S. 1 
(Printed on page 88 of the evidence.) 

3 Aug. 17, 1903...Letter from James W. Pattison to F. Dagger containing ‘ 

information relative to the telephone system in opera- | 
tion in Neepawa, Man. ; 
(Printed on page 42 of the evidence.) 

4 Feb. 5, 1903...Telegram from T. G. Shaughnessy to A. Hoover, published 
in ‘Telephony,’ stating that request be made for the 
privilege of placing telephone instruments in Canadian 
Pacific Railway stations cannot be complied with without 
consent of Bell Telephone Company. 

(Printed of page 46 of the evidence.) 

4a May 1, 1902...Agreement, Canadian Pacific Railway Company and Bell 

Telephone Company of Canada, Ltd., giving latter com- 
pany exclusive rights of placing instruments, &c., in rail- 
way stations. 
(Printed on page 47 of the evidence.) 

5 Mar. 24, 1905...Letter from town clerk, Port Arthur, to J. Dyke, containing 
certified statement of the number of telephones on cir- 
cuit, together with number of applications received for in- 
stallation of telephones, also cost of installation of plant 
to December 31, 1904. 

(Printed on page 72 of the evidence.) 

5a Mar. 25, 1905...Letter from Board of Commissioners, Water, Light and 
Telephone, Fort William, to J. Dyke, giving number of 
telephones doing service on March 24, also cost of in- 
stallation. 

(Referred to on page 72 46 the evidence.) 

6 Apr. 1, 1905...Declaration of- W. W. Birdsall, M.D., Fort William, 
affirming that municipal telephone ees was satisfac- 
tory, while that of the Bell Telephone was unsatisfactory. 
_ (Printed on page 73 of the evidence.) 

if Apr. 1, 1905...Declaration of F. W. Fraser, Fort William, on same sub- 
ject. 

(Printed on page 74 of the evidence.) 
8 Mar. 31, 1905...Declaration of C. H. Jackson on the same subject. 
9 Apr. 1, 1905...Declaration of G. W. Brown, Fort William, on the same 


subject. 
10 Apr. 1, 1905...Declaration of J. E. Rutledge, Fort William, on the same 
subject. 
11 Apr. 1, 1905...Declaration of H. M. Piper, Fort William, on the same sub- ‘ 
ject. . 
12 Jan. 24, 1905...Notice served on town clerk, Fort William, by Bell Tele- ' 
. phone Company, giving gross receipts of company in said 4 
municipality for year ending December 31, 1904. 
(Printed on page 76 of the evidence.) ' 
18 _ Official directory of the Bell Telephone Company, Fort 


William and Port Arthur. 
(Referred to on page 77 of the evidence.) ae 
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No. 
14 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


214 <Aug. 4, 1904... 


22 


23 


24 


Date. 


Aug. 17, 1904.. 


July 1904.. 


June 1904. 


June 29, 1904. 
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.Extract from magazine entitled ‘Sound Waves, 


SYNOPSIS OF EXHIBITS xlix 


Subject. 

Notice served on town clerk, Port Arthur, by Bell Tele- 
phone Company, giving gross receipts of company in said 
town for year ending December 31, 1904. 

(Printed on page 77 of the evidence.) 


Pamphlet on municipal ownership at Fort William, con- 


taining reply to special commissioner.—Ottawa ‘Free 
Press.’ 

(Referred to on page 81 of the evidence.) 

Official statement of the operation of the franchises of the 
town of Port Arthur. 

(Printed on page 87 of the evidence.) 

Statement (annual) of receipts and expenditure, telephone 
department, Fort William, for year ending December 20, 
1904. 

(Printed on page 104 of the evidence.) 

Statement (annual) of receipts and expenditure, telephone 
department, Fort William, for year ending December 20, 
1902. 

(Printed on page 105 of the evidence.) 

Statement (annual) of receipts and expenditure, telephone 
department, Fort William, for year ending December 31, 
1903. 

(Printed on page 107 of the evidence.) ‘ 

Extracts from case (6), Board of Railway Commissioners, 
application of Fort William and Port Arthur for in- 
stallation of telephones in Canadian Pacific Railway 
stations, &e. 

(Printed on page 109 of the evidence.) 

Statement (annual) of receipts and expenditure, telephone 
department, Port Arthur, to December 15, 1904. 
(Printed on page 112 of the evidence.) 

Clipping from Brantford ‘ Courier,’ containing letter from 
C. F. Sise, President Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, Ltd., 
respecting Glasgow’s experience in connection with muni- 
cipal telephone service. 

(Printed on page 119 of the evidence.) 


.Letter from J. Butterfield to W. N. Andrews, containing in- 


formation relative to cost of maintenance of a 500 sub- 
seribers’ telephone plant. 

(Printed on page 124 of the evidence.) 

? on inde- 
pendent telephone securities compared with other securi- 
ties. 


(Printed on page 126 of the evidence.) 


..Excerpt from editorial in ‘Telephony,’ entitled Independ- 


ent Telephone Securities. 
(Printed on page 129 of the evidence.) 


.Letter from H. Shafer, president International Telephone 


Manufacturing Company to city of Brantford, Ont., con- 
taining an approximate estimate of the cost of installa- 
tion of a telephone system in Brantford. 

(Printed on page 136 of the evidence.) 
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34 


35 


Aug. 
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Nov. 


Oct. 
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Nov. 
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Date. 
19, 1904 


4, 1904.. 


17511902... 


16, 1899.. 


29, 1904.. 


11, 1898.. 


it 


23, 1900.. 


. 00, 1904.. 


8, 1902.. 


25, 1900.. 


, 1902. 
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..Letter from F. W. Mackay, Canadian Machine Telephone 


Company to W. N. Andrews, Brantford, stating that 
his company can supply Lorimer machine switch-board 
and the necessary construction for a system of 500 tele- 
phones for $5,000. 

(Printed on page 137 of the evidence.) 


. Newspaper excerpt, entitled ‘Glasgow.’ ’Phones an official 


announcement as to their success. 
(Printed on page 140 of the evidence.) 
Plan showing district served by the People’s Telephone Co., 
Sherbrooke, P.Q. 
(See page 158 of the evidence.) 


. Letter published by C. Skinner in Sherbrooke ‘ Examiner’ 


re contract between Grand Trunk Railway Co. and the 
Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, Ltd. 
(Printed on page 170 of the evidence.) 

Also article from ‘Canadian Engineer,’ respecting the Peo- 
ple’s Telephone Co., Sherbrooke, P.Q. 
(Printed on page 159 of the evidence.) 

List of Beil Telephone Company’s patents. 
(Printed on page 175 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Bay of 


Quinté Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 179 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and the Bos- 


ton and Maine Railway Company. - 
(Printed on page 180 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and the Can- 


ada Atlantic Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 182 of the evidence.) 


.. Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Canad- 


ian Pacific Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 183 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Central 


Ontario Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 184 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Central 


Vermont Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 187 of the evidence.) 


-Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Galt, 


Preston and Hespeler Street Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 189 of the evidence.) 


-Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Grand 


Trunk Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 192 of the evidence.) 


..Agreement (copy of another) between Bell Telephone Com- 


pany and Grand Trunk Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 193 of the evidence.) 


...Letter from L. B. McFarlane, general superintendent Bell 


Telephone Company, to Great Northern Railway Com- 
pany. 
(Printed on page 195 of the evidence.) 
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41 July 
42 July 
43 Jan. 
44, July 
45 Oct. 
46 July 
ae July 
A8 Sept. 
AQ Sept. 
50 Feb. 
51 Jan. 
52 Dec 
538 Nov. 
54 Aug. 
55 Dec 
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Date. 
9; 1902.<.. 


99, 1897;.. 


T,, 1901... 


29, 1908.. 


30, 1903.. 


3, 1900.. 


21, 2900... 


30, 19038... 


16, 1903.. 


10. 1904.. 


28, 1905.. 


pitt. 1898.5 


16, 1899.. 


pha iugl Gt 


18, 1904... 


SYNOPSIS OF EXHIBITS 


Subject. 

Letter from L. B. McFarlane, general superintendent Bell 
Telephone Company, to ©. F. Sise, with reference to 
agreement with Great Northern Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 196 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Hamilton 


Radial Electric Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 196 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Hamilton 


Dundas Railway Company, 
(Printed on page 197 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Michigan 


Central Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 198 of the evidence.) 


-Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Michigan 


Central Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 200 of the evidence.) 

-Letter from W. J. Gilmour, district superintendent Bell 
Telephone Company, to T. J. Larocque, of the New York 
and Ottawa Railway Company, agreement. 

(Printed on page 202 of the evidence.) 

.Letter from T. J. Larocque to W. J. Gilmour, Bell Tele- 
phone Company, re New York and Ottawa Railway Com- 
pany agreement. 

(Printed on page 2038 of the evidence.) 

Letter from H. W. Gays, gen. mngr. New York and Ottawa 
Railway Company, to W. J. Gilmour, district superin- 
tendent Bell Telephone Company. 

(Printed on page 203 of the evidence.) 


.Letter from W. J. Gilmour, district superintendent Bell 


Telephone Company, to Wm. Phillips, passenger agent of 
the New York and Ottawa Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 208 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Quebec 


Southern Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 204 of the evidence.) 


.Letter from CO. F. Sise, Jr., assistant general superintendent 


Bell Telephone Company, to W. G. Farbar, district super- 
intendent, Montreal, with reference to some suggested 
arrangement with the Quebec and Lake St. John Rail- 
way Company. 
(Printed on page 205 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and St. Law- 
rence and Adirondack Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 205 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Thous- 


and Islands Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 206 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Tilson- 
burg, Lake Erie and Pacific Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 207 of the evidence.) 

Letter from C. F. Sise, president Bell Telephone Company, 
to E. Fisher, general superintendent Toronto, Hamilton 
and Buffalo Railway Company, re extension of contract 
with above company. 

(Printed on page 210 of the evidence.) 
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Date. 
Jan. 6,°1905.. 


Feb. 12, 1900... 


Feb. 14, 1900.. 


Sept. 30, 1904.. 


Dec, . 7, 1904.. 


Jan. Jd, 1900. 


Feb. 3, 1904... 
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Subject. 


-Letter from E. Fisher, general superintendent Toronto, 


Hamilton and Buffalo Railway Company, to C. F. Sise, 
Bell Telephone Company, re contract. 
(Printed on page 210 of the evidence.) 

Letter from A. E. Robbins, superintendent Wabash Rail- 
way Company, to O. F. Sise, president Bell Telephone 
Company. 

(Printed on page 211 of the evidence.) 


-Letter from CO. F. Sise, president Bell Telephone Company, 


to Wabash Railway Company. 
(Printed on page 211 of the evidence.) 
List of shareholders, Bell Telephone Company. 
(Referred to on page 211 of the evidence.) 
Balance sheet of La Compagnie de Téléphone de Belle- 
chasse for year ending March 31, 1904. 
(Printed on page 217 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between La Compagnie de Téléphone de Belle- 


chasse and the Grand Trunk Railway Company re in- 
stalling a telephone in railway station at St. Agapit, P.Q. 
(Printed on page 226 of the evidence,) 


.Memorandum of agreement proposed for a joint physical 


connection between the lines of the Beauce Telephone 
Company and the Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 238 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company, Limited, 


and the North American Telegraph Company, Limited, re 
interchange of telephone business. . 
(Printed on page 252 of the evidence.) 

Estimate of cost of constructing one mile of telephone line 
in country places in the province of Quebec for metalliv 
circuit, complete. 

(Printed on page 256 of the evidence.) 

Report (annual) of the Glasgow Corporation Telephon> 
Accounts, 1903-4. 

(Printed on page 283 of the evidence.) 

Report of Committee on Telephone Systems appointed by 
municipal council, St. John, N.B., recommending instal- 
lation of an automatic telephone system to be managed 
by the council, also resolution adopted by the city coun- 
cil approving foregoing report. 

(Printed on page 300 of the evidence.) 

Letter from Secy. Board of Trade, St. John, N.B., com- 
municating resolution adopted by said board, approving 
establishment of municipal telephone system. 

(Printed on page 301 of the evidence.) 

Estimate of cost of installation of municipal telephone sys- 
tem, St. John, N.B. 

(Printed on page 301 of the evidence.) 

Report of the director of public works, and the city engi- 
neer upon the estimate for installation of telephone plant. 
(Referred to on page 305 of the evidence.) 

List of telephone companies in Nova Scotia, with approxi- 
mate number of telephones operated by each. 

(Printed on page 345 of the evidence.) 
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Aas <0 Date. Subject. 
69 Schedule of tolls and charges of the Nova Scotia Telephone 


; oi Company, Limited, as existing on January 1, 1903. 

(Printed on page 355 of the evidence.) 

70 Statement (financial) of the foregoing company for the 
year ending January 31, 1903. 
(Printed on page 358 of the evidence.) 

Tt Report (annual) of the foregoing company, together with 
financial statement for the year ending January 31, 1904. 
(Printed on page 359 of the evidence.) 


: 72 ; - Memorandum of long-distance lines of the foregoing com- 
pany. 
(Printed on page 360 of the evidence.) 
73 Map showing long-distance lines and connections of above 
company. 
: (Referred to on page 360 of the evidence.) 
: 74 List of shareholders of above company to May 1, 1905. 
(Referred to on page 360 of the evidence.) 
WBTOE : Summary of agreements entered into by the Nova Scotia 
ok Telephone Company with the several telephone companies 


operating throughout Nova Scotia, embodying the details 
of a working agreement between the first-mentioned com- 
pany and the different telephone companies. 

(Printed on page 361 of the evidence.) 


76 Estimate of cost of installation per mile for constructing 
telephone line in territory operated by the Union Tele- 
phone Company, New Brunswick. 
(Printed on page 371 of the evidence. ) 


ig | Statement of receipts and expenditure of the Union Tele- 
phone Company (1904.) 
(Printed on page 374 of the evidence. ) 


78 Apr. 11, 1903...Letter from D. W. Newcombe, superintendent Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company, Woodstock, N.B., to Dr. 
Brown, president Union Telephone Company, Florence- 
ville, N.B., giving latter company permission to install 
instruments in freight and despatching office, providing 


that said instruments be removed at any time on ten days’ 


written notice. . 
(Printed on page 375 of the evidence.) 


fe July 14, 1903...Letter from foregoing to secretary Union Telephone Com- 
* pany, stating that offer made president of latter company 


in April, will have to remain in abeyance till matter is 


referred to his company. 
(Printed on page 375 of the evidence.) 


80 July 20, 1903...Letter from foregoing to secretary Union Telephone Com- 
| pany, stating that as his company (Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company) already have telephones in their offices at 
Woodstock, they do not care to have more placed therein 
at present. 
(Printed on page 376 of the evidence.) 
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84 


86 


87 


88 


89 


90 
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Oct. 3, 1903...Letter from W. Downie, general superintendent Canadian 


Nov. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Feb. 


Feb. 


Apr. 


Apr. 


Jan, 


Pacific Railway Company, St. John, N.B., to secretary 
Union Telephone Company, stating that matter of 
placing latter company’s telephones in railway station at 
Woodstock, N.B., is under consideration of the manage- 
ment. 

(Printed on page 876 of the evidence.) 


7, 1908...Letter from D. W. Newcombe, superintendent Canadian 


Pacific Railway Company, Woodstock, N.B., to Mayor 
Woodstock, stating that request made for installation of 
Union Telephone Company’s telephones at Woodstock 
station, cannot be entertained. 

(Printed on page 377 of the evidence.) 


28, 1904...Letter from foregoing to secretary Union Telephone Com- 


pany, acknowledging receipt of latter’s letter re installa- 
tion of telephones in Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
pany’s offices at Woodstock, N.B. 

(Printed on page 877 of the evidence.) 


5, 1904...Letter from W. Downie, general superintendent Canadian 


Pacific Railway Company, St. John, N.B., to D. W. New- 
combe, superintendent of same company, acknowledging 
latter’s letter with that from Union Telephone Company 
re installation of instruments in station at Woodstock, 
N.B. 


(Printed on page 878 of the evidence.) 


28, 1904...Letter from D. W. Newcombe, to secretary Union Tele- 


phone Company, stating that his letter will be forwarded 
to head office, Montreal. 
(Printed on page 878 of the evidence.) 


22, 1904...Letter from foregoing to secretary of Union Telephone 


Company, stating in reply to letter received that his 
company prefers leaving question of installation of 
*phones in company’s offices at Woodstock, N.B., in abey- 
ance till decision of Board of Railway Commissioners has 
been rendered. 

(Printed on page 378 of the evidence. ) 


...Letter from foregoing to secretary Union Telephone Com- 


pany, inclosing copy of a reply from General Superin- 
tendent Downie, as to action taken by him re installation 
of telephones in railway offices at Woodstock, N.B. 
(Printed on page 378 of the evidence.) 


Declaration of Frederick Sydney J ones, superintendent of 


municipal telephone plant of Fort William, Ontario, 
affirming that names of subscribers indicated by red mark 
in the attached directory of the Bell Telephone Company 
For William, are receiving Bell telephones free. 
(Printed on page 384 of the evidence.) 


. Declaration of Geo. Robinson on same subject. 


(Printed on page 385 of the evidence.) 


... Agreement between the New Brunswick Telephone Com- 


pany and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, giving 
exclusive right to the telephone company to place their 
Instruments in the stations, &e., of the railway company. 
(Printed on page 386 of the evidence.) 
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92 


93 
94 


95 


95a 


95b 


95d 


95e 


96 


Jan. 1, 1902. 


May? 43.1902... 


Nov. 18, 1880.. 


Nov. 29, 1880... 


May 951881... 


Oct 20, 1502"... . 


NOm ee. tloor..4 


Noy?) i, 1880%,.:. 
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Subject. 


. Agreement between the New Westminster and Burrard In- 


let Telephone Company and its allies, giving exclusive 
rights to the telephone company to place its instruments 
in the stations, &c., of the railway company. 

(Printed on page 389 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and the 


Canadian Pacific Railway Company, giving the tele- 

phone company exclusive right to place its instruments 

in the stations, &c., of the railway company. 

(Printed on page 47 of the evidence as exhibit 4a.) 
Reports (annual) of the Bell Telephone Company from 

1880 to 1904 inclusive. 

(Printed on pages 404 to 454 of the evidence.) 
Statement of dividends paid by the Bell Telephone Com- 

pany from December 31, 1881, to March 81, 1905. 

(Referred to on page 454 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between the Canadian Telephone Company of 


Canada, Limited, and the Bell Telephone Company, 
whereby the Canadian Company gives the Bell Com- 
pany the right to use certain telephone instruments 
covered by patents issued to A. G. Bell. 
(Printed on page 457 of the evidence.) 


Agreement (further) between the same companies, where- 
by the Canadian Company grants to the Bell Company 
the exclusive right to use or to license others to use the 
telephones furnished by the Canadian Company under 
existing patents which may thereafter be acquired. 
(Printed on page 458 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement (further) between the same companies, where- 


by the Bell Company acquires from the Canadian Com- 
pany the telephone business of certain other companies. 
(Printed on page 462 of the evidence.) 

Agreement (further) between the same companies, where- 
by the Bell Company assumes liabilities of the Canadian 
Company. 

(Printed on page 463 of the evidence.) 

List of instruments transferred by the Canadian Tele- 
phone Company to the Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 464 of the evidence.) 

Agreement (further) between the same companies, where- 

* by the Canadian Company sells and transfers to the Bell 
Company 4,085 hand telephones of the Bell patent. 
(Printed on page 464 of the evidence. ) 

Agreement between the Canadian Telephone Company, 
Limited, and the American Bell Telephone Company and 
the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, and the . 
American Speaking Telephone Company. 

(Printed on page 469 of the evidence. ) . 

Statement of shareholdings of American Bell Telephone 
Company in Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 
(Printed on page 472 of the evidence. ) 
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101 
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103 
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105 
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108 
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Subject. 


Statement of shareholdings of American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company in Bell Telephone Company of Can- 
ada. 

(Printed on page 473 of the evidence.) 

Statement of royalties paid to Canadian Telephone Com- 
pany, Limited, by the Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 474 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and 
William Gillies, of Spry, Ont., re connections between 
the Bell system and the local system in the county of 
Bruce, Ont. 

(Printed on page 475 of the evidence.) 


Sept. 1, 1899...Agreement between the Central New York Telephone and 


May 6, 1905... 


May 5, 1905... 


Nov. 16, 1899... 


Telegraph Company and the Bell Telephone Company re 
connections between the systems. 
(Printed on page 477 of the evidence.) 

Contracts (list of) between the Canadian connecting lines 
and the Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 
(Printed on page 479 of the evidence.) 

Current lease form, exchange line contract, Bell Telephone 
Company. 

(Printed on page 480 of the evidence.) 

Previous lease form, Exchange line contract, Bell Tele- 
phone Company. 

(Referred to on page 481 of the evidence.) 

Previous lease form, Exchange line contract, Bell Tele- 
phone Company. 

(Referred to on page 481 of the evidence.) 

List of parties from whom goods have been bought during 
past five years, Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 481 of the evidence.) 

Statement of actual amounts paid by Bell Telephone Com- 
pany to Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company, 
Limited, during five years, to December 31, 1904. 

(Printed on page 483 of the evidence.) 

Statement of sales to the Bell Telephone Co. by the Wire 
Cable Co. to December 31, 1904. 

(Printed on page 483 of the evidence.) 

Statement of stock held in other companies by Bell Tele- 
phone Company. 

(Printed on page 483 of the evidence.) 

Form of agreement between the Bell Telephone Company 
and hotels. 

(Printed on page 484 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and Dese- 
ronto Navigation Company, Limited, giving the Bell 
Company exclusive right to place telephones in stations, 
&c., of the Deseronto Company. 

(Printed on page 487 of the evidence.) ; 

Statement of revenue, cost of operation and maintenance, 
number of subscribers, &c., for an exchange of a capa- 
city of over 10,000 telephones (Toronto.) 

(Printed on page 490 of the evidence.) 
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No. 
109a 


109b 
109¢ 
109d 
109e 
109f 
109¢ 
109h 


110 


111 


dd? 


114 


iG bE 


116 


117 


818 


118a 


118b 


119 


120 


Date. 


SYNOPSIS OF EXHIBITS lvii 


Subject. 

Similar statement for over 2,000 (Winnipeg.) 

- (Printed on page 491 of the evidence.) 

Similar statement for over 1,000 (London.) 

(Printed on page 491 of the evidence.) 

Similar statement for over 500 (Windsor.) 
(Printed on page 491 of the evidence.) 

Similar statement for over 400 (Calgary.) 
(Printed on page 492 of the evidence.) 

Similar statement for over 300 (St. Johns.) 
(Printed on page 492 of the evidence.) 

Similar statement for over 200 (Cornwall.) 
(Printed on page 492 of the evidence.) 

Similar statement for over 100 (Lethbridge.) 
(Printed on page 493 of the evidence.) 

Similar statement for over 50 (Winona.) 
(Printed on page 493 of the evidence.) 

Statement of value of plant and patents, Bell Telephone 
Company, December 31, 1904. 

(Printed on page 495 of the evidence.) 

Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company 
in Ontario and Quebec. 

(Referred to on page 495 of the evidence.) 

Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company, 
in Alberta. 

(Referred to on page 495 of the evidence.) 

Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company, 
in Northern Ontario. 

(Referred to on page 495 of the evidence.) 

Map showing long-distance lines, Bell Telephone Company, 
in Manitoba. 

(Referred:to on page 495 of the evidence.) 

Map of part of Niagara peninsula, showing telephone de- 
velopment in rural districts by Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. 

(Referred to on page 495 of the evidence.) 

Schedule of rates and railway mileage to toll offices in Can- 
ada, from Montreal, Bell Telephone Company. 
(Referred to on page 496 of the evidence.) 

Schedule of rates and railway mileage to toll offices in 
Canada, from Toronto. 

(Referred to on page 497 of the evidence. 

Rental rates, Bell Telephone Company, authorized at 
Walkerville, Ont. 

(Printed on page 498 of the evidence.) 

Rental rates, Bell Telephone Company, authorized at Ot- 
tawa. 

(Printed on page 499 of the evidence.) 

Rental rates, Bell Telephone Company, authorized at Mont- 
real. 

(Printed on page 500 of the evidence.) 

Private exchange rates, Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 501 of the evidence. ) 

Statement of wages paid, Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 501 of the evidence.) 
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Date. 


121a to 1211 


128 


133 


1384 


136 


Apr. 380, 1904... 
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Subject. 

Memo. of the proposed agreement for connection between 
the lines of the Beauce Telephone Company and the Bell 
Telephone Company. 

(Printed on page 501 of the evidence.) 

Correspondence between officials of the Beauce Company 
and the Bell Company re proposed agreement for con- 
nection of line. 

(Printed on pages 504 to 507 of the evidence.) 

Plans showing all the lines of the New Brunswick Tele- 
phone Company. 

(Referred to on page 511 of the evidence. 

Report (annual) of the directors of the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company, Limited. 

(Printed on page 518 of the evidence.) 

Schedule of trunk line rates of the New Brunswick Tele- 
phone Company, Limited. 

(Printed on page 521 of the evidence.) 

Schedule of rates, Joliette Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 530 of the evidence. ) 

Statement of patent account, Bell Telephone Company, 
from 1880. 

(Printed on page 540 of the evidence.) 

Statement of amounts written off and added to plant and 
patent accounts, Bell Telephone Company, from year 
1897. 

(Printed on page 541 of the evidence.) 

Statement of the capital stock, Bell Telephone Company, 
as shown by the annual report of December 31, in each 
year, from 1880. 

(Printed on page 548 of the evidence.) 

Statement of plant account, Bell Telephone Company, from 
1880. 

(Printed on page 548 of the evidence.) 

Statement of plant and patent accounts, Bell Telephone 
Company, from 1898, 

(Printed on page 545 of the evidence.) 

Statement of details of operating and maintainance, Bell 
Telephone Company. 

(Printed on page 547 of the evidence.) 

Statement of bond account, Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 548 of the evidence.) 

Stock account, Bell Telephone Company, December 31, 
1904, 

(Printed on page 556 of the evidence. ) 

Statement of gross revenue from all sources, Bell Tele- 
phone Company, 1880-1904. 

(Printed on page 558 of the evidence. ) 

Statement of insurance reserve, Bell Telephone Company, 
1886-1904. 

(Printed on page 559 of the evidence. ) 

Statement of accident reserve, Bell Telephone Company, 
1891-1904, 

(Printed on page 560 of the evidence.) 
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No. - Date. 


139 Jan. e: 1896... 
140 Sept. 80. 1904... 
141 Fume. 11s 1097 «,. 
142 IED. Tee OO. « 
148 
144 


145 Apr. 25, 1904»... 


146 


SYNOPSIS OF EXHIBITS hie 


Subject. 

Contingent account, Bell Telephone Company, showing de- 
preciation. 

(Referred to on page 561 of the evidence. ) 

Statement of the number of instruments, exchanges, &e., 
earning rental, Bell Telephone Company, 1880-1904, 
(Printed on page 562 of the evidence.) 

Statement of long-distance mileage, 1883-1904, Bell Tele- 
phone Company. 

(Printed on page 563 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between the International Bridge Company of 
Canada, and the Bell Telephone Company re carrying of 
telephone wires across bridge. 

(Printed on page 572 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between the Bellechasse Telephone Company and 
Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, re placing of a tele- 
phone in the railway station at St. Agapit, P.Q. 
(Printed on page 574 of the evidence.) 


.Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and the 


Grand Trunk Railway Company, re carrying of telephone 
eables across Victoria bridge at Montreal. 
(Printed on page 575 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada, re carrying 
of telephone cable through the St. Clair tunnel at Sar- 
nia, Ont. 

(Printed on page 576 of the evidence.) 

Statement of total ‘exchange,’ toll line’ and real estate 
capital. 

(Printed on page 595 of the evidence.) 

Comparative statement of capital stock, &c., Bell Telephone 
Company, with certain telephone companies in the United 
States. 

(Printed on page 596 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between Bell Telephone Company and Rey. S. 
Jolicoeur, for the St. Catherine & St. Bazile Telephone 
Company, re interchange of telephone conversation and 
messages. 

(Printed on page 618 of the evidence. ? 

Account (copy) rendered Nov. 80, 1904, to North American 
Telephone Company, by Bell Telephone Company, for 
goods supplied. 

(Printed on page 627 of the evidence.) 

Balance sheet of the Kamouraska Telephone Company, to 
December 31, 1904. 

(Printed on page 636 of the evidence.) 

Schedule of rates, &c., Eastern Telephone Company, 
Limited. 

(Printed on page 647 of the evidence.) 

Statement of contingent fund, Bell Telephone Company, 
showing amounts written off for depreciation. 
(Printed on page 656 of the evidence.) 

Statement of exchange service charges, Bell Telephone 
Company. 

(Printed on page 657 of the evidence.) 
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155b 
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159 
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Date. 


May 6, 1905... 


May 13, 1905... 


{ 


Sept. 14, 1904... 


mepte if, 1891; 


Jan. 20, 1904.. 


Feb. 12, 1904.. 


Nov. 30, 1904.. 
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Subject. 

List of exclusive contracts, entered into by Bell Telephone 
Company, with certain cities, and towns, &c. 

(Referred to on page 660 of the evidence.) 

Statement showing annual growth of agencies, exchanges 
and stations, Bell Telephone Company. 
(Printed on page 665 of the evidence.) 

Diagram accompanying foregoing statement. 
(Referred to on page 675 of the evidence.) 

Statement showing number of exchanges of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company in each city, town, &c. 

(Printed on page 666 of the evidence.) 

Statement of amount invested in business, Bell Telephone 
Company. 

(Printed on page 689 of the evidence.) 

Letter from Hon. F. Oliver to Sir William Mulock, stating 
that city of Edmonton, N.W.T., purchased the telephone 
system, which is transacting the business and is proceed- 
ing to put in a first-class plant. 

(Printed on page 691 of the evidence.) 

Letter from D. W. Macdonald, local manager Bell Tele- 
phone Company, Edmonton, to L. B. McFarlane, general 
supt. of company, Montreal, inclosing copy of a letter 
received by him from Mr. Sise, and stating contents 
thereof were communicated to mayor of Edmonton. 
(Printed on page 691 of the evidence.) 

Letter from C. F. Sise, president Bell Telephone Company, 
to D. W. Macdonald, local manager of above company at 
Edmonton re proposed municipal ownership of the local 
telephone plant. 

(Printed on page 692 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between the city of Toronto and Bell Telephone 
Company, as to rates to be charged for service. 

(Printed on page 696 of the evidence.) 

Communications received re Bell Telephone Company’s 
rates, &c., in Toronto. 

(Referred to on page 701 of the evidence.) 


.Letter received by corporation city of Toronto, from the 


Canadian Telephone & Telegraph Company, offering to 
install and operate an independent telephone service in 
Toronto. 

(Printed on page 704 of the evidence.) 


.Letter received by corporation city of Toronto, from the 


Stark T. L. & P. System, Limited, proposing to install and 
operate a telephone service in above city. 
(Printed on page 705 of the evidence.) 

Specification (terms of franchise) for the installation and 
operation of a telephone system in city of Toronto. 
(Referred to on page 706 of the evidence.) 


.Report of city engineer, Toronto, upon the offers of the 


Canadian Telephone and Telegraph Company, and the 
Stark T. L. & P. System. 
(Referred to on page 707 of the evidence.) 
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No. 


162 


163 


164 


165 


165a 


165b 


— 166 


167 


168 


169 


169a 


170 


i70a 


171 


172 


173 


174 


May 15, 1901.. 


Feb. 28, 1898... 


Sept. 12, 1900... 


May 29, 1905.. 
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Subject. 

Tender (new) received from the Stark T. L. & P. System 
Limited,.to city of Toronto, for the installation wad 
operation of a telephone service in above city. 

(Referred to on page 707 of the evidence.) 

Report of Mayor Urquhart to the Board of Control, Toron- 
to, on telephone service. 

(Printed on page 709 of the evidence.) 


.Letter from A. E. Ames, president Toronto Board of Trade, 


to the members of the board, respecting Bell Telephone 
Company. 
(Printed on page 718 of the evidence.) 

Prospectus submitted by T. F. Ahern, Detroit, showing the 
earnings of a 6,000 line plant for the city of Toronto, 
(Printed on page 729 of the evidence.) 

Report and estimate of C. H. Rust, city engineer, Toronto, 
re proposed municipal plant. 

(Printed on page 7388 of the evidence.) 

Estimate of F. Dagger, re cost of telephone exchange sys- 
tem of 6,000 subscribers. 

(Printed on page 739 of the evidence.) 

Statement of the number of telephones, exchanges, &c., Bell 
Telephone Company, on December 31, 1901, and Decem- 
ber 81, 1904. 

(Printed on page 808 of the evidence.) 

Statement showing number of telephones per population in 
towns of over 7,000 inhabitants. 
(Printed on page 810 of the evidence.) 

List of cities and towns of over 5,000 inhabitants, and num- 
ber of telephones in operation in each. 
(Printed on page 838 of the evidence.) 

Statement of rural party lines, Ontario department. 
(Referred to on page 840 of the evidence.) 

List of party lines under construction as well as those al- 
ready operated in province of Quebec, which include 
those east of Kingston. 

(Referred to on page 840 of the evidence.) 

Statement or rural party lines, eastern department. 
(Referred to on page 840 of the evidence.) 

List of lines under construction in Ontario and eastern de- 
partments. 

(Referred to on page 840 of the evidence.) 

Pamphlet ‘To the Citizens of Glasgow,’ 1901-04. 

(Referred to on page 846 of the evidence.) 

Petition signed by 294 ratepayers of Montreal, praying the 
council to apply to the Governor in Council, to fix the 
rates which may be charged by the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, in above city. 

(Printed on page 875 of the evidence.) 

Protest signed by 110 ratepayers of Montreal, against the 
use of the ‘slot machine’ in connection with telephones 
in public places. 

(Printed on page 876 of the evidence.) 

Extract from minutes of city council of Montreal. 

(Printed on page 878 of the evidence.) 
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175 


176 


179 


180 


181 


182 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


Date. 


May 23, 1905. 


Dec. 23, 1902... 


June 25, 1905... 
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Subject. 


. Extracts from minutes of the special committee on legisla- 


tion, Montreal. 
(Printed on page 881 of the evidence.) 

Form of agreement for exchange line, post office, London 
telephone system. 

(Printed on page 904 of the evidence.) 

Statement of gross receipts and expenditures, British post 
office telegraphs from 1870 to 1903. 

(Referred to on page 916 of the evidence.) 

Excerpt from report (50th annual) of the Postmaster 
General Great Britain and Ireland, 1904. 

(Printed on page 919 of the evidence.) 

Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and Drs. 
Horace Bascom and Frank Forrest. 

(Printed on page 950 of the evidence.) 

Declaration of J. E. Beaubien, agent St. Lawrence Tele- 
phone Company, Sorel, P.Q., affirming that permission to 
lay their cable on Victoria bridge was refused by Grand 
Trunk Railway Company owing to agreement between 
latter company and Bell Telephone Company. 

(Printed on page 953 of the evidence.) 

Map showing development of independent long-distance 
lines in state of Ohio, U.S.A. 

(See after page 1047 of the evidence.) 

List of five of the largest independent telephone companies 
in Michigan, showing their capitalization, number of 
telephones, &c. 

(Printed on page 1039 of the evidence.) 

Report (annual) Citizens’ Telephone Company of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A., for the year ending June 30, 
1905. 

(Printed on page 1039 of the evidence.) 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 


Andrews, W. N., Alderman, Brantford, Ont. . 


Bampfield, W., Manager North American Telegraph Co., 
Bastien, J. T., M.D., Rigaud, P.Q.. 

Bomidry, Ate A See’y Federation Rena Deer. ay Ricutesals; 
eee Thomas. hayc eye (on), VE ay SoA ne eae ae a ea 
Bruneau, A. A., M.P., Sorel, P.Q.. 


Cameron, Angus, Beaverton, Ont......... 

Cash, Dr., M.P., Yorkton, ere hewn is 

Cheng, (ie MP., Brighton, Ont.. 

Crawford, John, MP., Neepawa, Ont. te 

Crow, Walter, Sec’y Eastern Telephone Con Rinne CB.. 


» Kingston, Ont.. 


Dagger, Francis, Telephone Expert, Toronto, Ont..... 

Demers, 5 is oe Gen. Mer. Cie de Telepnone de aioe hacer: ‘Oneher 

(re- called). 

(re-called). 

‘Doan, Warren, M.D., Pres. Harrietsville aurea Assn., Ltd., North Dor- 
Ebester, rites et Ae ve 


74 6 


<3 44 


Ge. called) 

Dugas, F. O., M.P., Joliette, P.Q.. 

‘Dunstan, K. a Tees Mer. Bell elena: Ga. ag (Oo nade: Lee Ne 

Eee, doshua, General Agent, Hort William, Ont.. Freer 
Gontcued: 


Fox, Peter, Telephone Engineer, Northport, Ont.. ............ 
Frenette, J. E., Mgr. Kamouraska Telephone Co., Fraserville, Que.. 


Hays, C. M., 2nd Vice-Pres. Grand Trunk hae ea Co., Montreal, Sab sgs 2 
Hoover, Ripheus. Miller, Green River, Ont. . JONER 


Jolicoeur, Rev. S., Ste. Catherine, P.Q.. 


Macdonald, Archibald de Lery, Rigaud, P. rie 
MacRae, Alex., Chairman, Committee on Telephone Roatenie, St, nf othe N. B. 


MeParlane, ta Gen. pune. Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, Montreal. . 
| Cheneneas 


v6 “ ve Sadana, 


MeNicoll, D., Vice-Pres. Can. Pacific Railway Co., Montreal. . 
Moisan, Teak Secy-Treas. Merchants’ ‘sicphore Co., ifontrant: P.Q.. 


Moyer, Moses, Grocer, Toronto, Ont.. .. 
Neill, N. D., Pres. & Gen. Mer. CS Michie Te! anhore Wc. Bwatiord! 


Ochs, A., M.D., Hespeler, Ont.. .. 
Guchtred, W. Ti, Gen. Mer. Can. Pakechine ee ii achiska, Ow. 
mackernoll, POA aout to the Pres. American Tel. & Tel. Co., Wao Mass. 


(resumed) 


Ross, D. W., Secy. Union Telephone Co., a aaah N.B.. $2.6 Go 


Rust, C. H., Engineer, City of Toronto.. 
ni 


A. 1905 


Page. 


116-143 
248-254 
653-655 
964-968 
289-298 
953-955 
58- 64 
954-955 
526-528 
64- 70 
646-653 
5- 43 
216-237 
238-242 
255-256 


312-3824 
342-344 
528-531 
790-803 

70-104 
104-116 


640-646 
631-640 
570-589 
44- 58 
615-619 
324-327 
298-511 
175-211 
803-836 
836-841 
385-401 
256-264 


969-971 
143-157 
264-269 
32'7-339 
888-902 
931-950 
369-385 
727-745 
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Sise, C. a Pres. Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, Montreal, P.Q.. 401-468 
treads) 468-508 
<i e : (resumed). 581-556 
e ¢ (resumed). 556-570 
£6 (resumed). 589-615 
‘ 1 (resumed). 619-631 
é“ 6 Sige G9 655-695 
Skinner, C., Gen. Mgr. People’s Telephone Co., Sherbrooke, ee 159-173 
Stark, Dex’. Telephone Engineer, Toronto, Ont!. tM a oe 242-248 
Stockton, J. A., M.P., St. John, N.B.. ; ' : . 525-526 
Tetu, A. L., Hon. Secy. National Interstate i Telanhhsy Ass., Nashville, abil 972-997 
Thompson, iii: F. P., Managing Director & Treas. New Beiihawiek Tel. Co. 
Fredericton, N.B.. we ee ee 810-525 
Tzowern, E. M., Secy. Rethil: Merchants Ane: wT Gann, apovan tow 955-964 
Turgeon, L. J., Director St. Philemon Telephone Co., St. Bhitetifr) P.Q.. 508-510 
Urquhart, Thos., Mayor, Toronto. . i tee 695-727 
Wade, W., Proprietor Rural Telephone Lines, Brighton, oe - 339-3842 
Ware, J. B., Hon. Secy. Michigan Ind. Peeeneeae i) Grand Rapids 
Michigan, \ DA te: ae . 998-1047 
Webb, H. tes Consulting Panitaer, London, Ene. . . 841-872 
(rosea tiene 903-931 
Willock, i as., Chairman Electrical Committee, Corporation Glasgow, Boats 
land... « os ee 269-289 
Winfield, J. “Re Mes. Nova Pacts Melenhons Os: “Helliae: N.S. Fo nisi ae sp Reseniens Ue 
Young, J. H., Farmer, St. Joseph’s Island, Ont... «vy ii a vee es 


List of Counsel who appeared before the Committee on behalf of the following, 


Viz. : 
1. Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, Ltd.— 


Aylesworth, A. B., K.C., Barrister, &c., Toronto... .. . 764-788 

Oasgrain. T. O.; K.C., Advocate, Montraaled’ aia) ene 883-887 

LaFleur, E., K.0., Advocate, Montrealii. ij. sisi) aap ate pele nee ede 

MacFarlane, Lawrence, Advocate, Montreal .. .. .. .. ..8038-815 and 950-952 

Ritchie, J. A., Barrister, &c., Ottawa... TOL oe) : 154-157 
2. Corporation of Montreal— 

Atwater, A. W., K.C., Advocate, Montreal,’ . J wie a ee oe 

Ethier, L..J.,.K.0., Advocate, Montreal. 2)... 7.) ja eee oe 
3. Corporation of Toronto— 

Dewart, H. H. K.C., Barrirster, Toronto .. .. ., ..... ..754-759 and 787-790 


4. Municipal Union of Canada— 
Lighthall, W. D., Advocate, Montreal’! «s/s 4. meted e) oe 


746-754 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


-NQUIRY INTO THE VARIOUS TELEPHONE SYSTEMS IN OPERATION 
IN CANADA AND ELSEWHERE. 


House or Commons, CoMMITTEE Room, 
2 Monpay, March 20, 1905. 


The committee met at 11 o’clock a.m. for the purpose of organization, Sir William 
Mulock being unanimously elected chairman, and, having taken the chair and thanked 
the members for the honour done him, said: The question which we have been 
appointed to investigate is a most important one, and personally I approach it with 
an unbiased mind. There are several points which require the attention of the com- 
mittee. First of all, there is considerable legislation under which telephones are 
operated, and I think it should be our object to acquire information regarding this 
legislation, whether passed by the Dominion parliament, the Provincial legislatures, 
or possibly by municipal bodies. This is a phase of the question which will requine 
special investigation and study. I have, therefore, invited Mr. Pownall, of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, to prepare a report on the condition of the law regarding telephones 
in Canada, the mother country, the United States and elsewhere. I have also had a 
report furnished me by Mr. F. Dagger, of Toronto, on the working of some municipal 
systems in the western states. I think the members of the committee will agree with 
me that it would be advisable to know the exact position of the federal and the pro- 
vincial laws in Canada, the laws of the United Kingdom, Australia and other countries. 


Mr. W. F. Mactean.—It might be advisable for us to employ some man to investi- 
gate thoroughly the telephone situation in Great Britain. 


Sir Winuiam Mutocx.—Yes, we should certainly have complete information upon 
the condition of affairs in the motherland. The committee will recall, perhaps, that 
there was a parliamentary investigation ia the United Kingdom not long ago. The 
report is a very bulky document. Then we will require information as to the workings 
of different systems. ‘ 

Mr. W. F. Macnzan.—We ought to have summary of that committee’s conclu- 
sions. 

Sir Witutam Mutockx.—Then we will require information as to the workings of 
different systems. 

Mr. W. F. Maciean.—Has there been an investigation at Washington ? 


Sip WinutaM Muuocx.—I do not know. One of the officers of my department is 
going to Washington this week on another matter, and I will cause him to make 
inquiries. I think it will be necessary for the committee to summon the officers of 
the various telephone companies, to examine these officers, to ascertain the extent of 
their systems, the capital invested, and the details of operation. The point, to my 
mind, and it is a very important, one, is that while there are many telephone systems 
in very thickly settled districts, and some grievances in connection with their working, 
there is a grievance also from which that class of persons who have no telephones at 
all suffer. I do not think any analysis of the telephone systems will be completely 


1—c—1 


2 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


satisfactory unless the committee is able to devise a scheme that will enable the isolated 
individual in his country home to secure the benefit of telephonic communication at 
a cost within the means of the average resident in the outlying district. Take a farmer 
for instance. He is chiefly interested in having telephone communication with his 
immediate neighbours. Whilst trunk lines connecting his district with the whole tele- 
phonie world might be useful, I fancy that the farmer, from the standpoint of useful- 
ness, would prefer a telephone system that will enable him to be in telephonic com- 
munication with his neighbours and with his market town. He would prefer that to 
what might appear to be a much more extensive service, but which would not be so use- 
ful to him, namely, the long-distance. I, therefore, think that we should direct our 
attention to that phase of the question, to see whether it is possible to devise a system 
that will enable us to furnish to the people in the sparsely settled districts a telephonic 
service. This will depend, I supnose, to some extent upon the development of the 
automatic. service—I mean a service which can be operated without the intervention 
of the central station. Now, I was told by this person who made a report to me on 
the workings of the telephone systems in the United States, that about a dozen people 
could conveniently work a system without any assistance from without, and that they 
could have, and did have, some of these groups in connection with the market towns. 
For example, the connection could be put in the post office; we have post offices every- 
where anyway, and each man on that group would be able to speak by telephone with his 
neighbour, and also with his market town. I think that is a phase that is very important 
and that is worth inquiring into. I have a plan in my mind on that point and I will 
outline it for your information. I do not know whether it is practicable or not, but I will 
give it for analysis. I am not aware of there being any precedent for it, therefore I am 
quite ready to submit the plan for your criticism. It is this: That we should seek to 
organize and arrange for, telephones to be brought within the reach of residents in a 
municipality through machinery to be established by the municipality itself. There 
would be a practical difficulty in the way of the government of Canada establishing 
telephones in every man’s house, keeping up repairs, collecting rates and so forth. But 
if by the co-operation of the municipalities, we could induce the municipalities to deal 
with the telephone service as a municipal service, charging their tolls as a tax in the 
ordinary tax bill, then the Dominion Government would not be charged with the details 
of it. The. group would make application to the municipality for telephone service, 
and the municipality could pass the necessary by-law under the municipa: law for that 
purpose. Then the municipality would apply to the Dominion Government by a method 
to be taken up later, to establish a municipal telephone in that district. We would not 
deal with an individual, but we would deal with the municipality, and the munici- 
pality in turn would deal with the individuals as ratepayers, and there would be in- 
cluded in their tax bill an item for telephone service, the same as there now is for water 
rates. 


Mr. Burrows.—Under that arrangement would a man who owns land but does not 
use the telephone be taxed for telephone service ? 


Sir Wiru1am Mutocx.—No, I have not contemplated any man being taxed unless 
he uses the telephone. If a telephone is attached to a man’s house, he gets the ser- 
vice, and if we could get the co-operation of the municipalities, they would collect th 
rates in the tax bill. I do not know whether I have made my idea quite clear. 


Mr. W. F. Maciean.—I think you are on the right tack, but I would say that all 
ought to be centred in the post office. 


Sir Witutiam MuLoox.—That is a detail. 


Mr. W. F. Maciean.—The post office ought to be made the great centre for the tele- 
graph, the telephone, as well as the postal service as we have it. This service ought io 
be built by the municipalities or by parties centreing in the post office, and mak- 
ing the post office the centre for information of all kinds. By consolidating all the 
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services there, it would be more convenient and it would enable you to give a night an] 
day service, it would pay for that no matter how small the centre would be. Tf all this 
business was centred in one place, you would get an efficient service which it is hard 
now to do. 


Sir Witt1amM MuLocx.—The first thing is to get a fundamental scheme and then 
you can build on that, but I think your point is one which might fairly be considered. 
I have simply roughly planned out this proposal and will be glad of any criticism, I 
think that the report I have from that gentleman who is in Toronto will be of some 
use. Mr. Dagger was in connection with the telephone system for some years and may 
have some useful knowledge to impart and perhaps will be a useful witness. I would 
also suggest that the committee engage Mr. Pownall to prepare the summary to which 
I have referred. 


Mr. W. F. Mactean.—You did not develop that point of municipal centres— 
whether they would be connected with the Dominion system, or did you not want to 
go that far? 


Sir WitLiaM Mutocs.—I do not know how far it will be necessary to have an office 
and switchboard—a central office. Technical knowledge on that point would be neces- 
sary before we can develop a plan of that kind. 


Mr. W. F. Mactean.—Your system certainly goes as far as connecting with local 
centres ? 


Sir Witutiam Mutocox.—Oh, yes; they will be connected group by group. What I 
think is, I understood from Mr. Dagger, that a certain number of ’phones can be used 
without a switchboard. 


Mr. W. F. Mactean.—Something like 20, that is on a line with the farmers’ system. 


Sir Wituiam Mutocx.—We could devise, perhaps, a method by which one group 
would be connected with ancther. 


Mr. W. F. Maciean.—That is the point I referred to; that would require a switch- 
board, or it might be accomplished by an automatic system. 


Sir WitL1aM Mutock.—We had better leave that until we know more about the 
details. As I say, I am only giving you very crude ideas, which may or may not be 
practicable. Mr. Dagger will give us some ideas which will be of value, because he was 
for many years connected with the telephone systems, and he made this report to me. 
I think he was sent over to the states; I do not remember now, but he professes in his 
report to give particulars of the working of the system over there, and when I get this 
report here, if you like, we will have him summoned. There will probably be a great 
deal of evidence volunteered to us by the public. We have power to send for persons 
and papers, and I think we should give publicity to the fact that this committee will 
welcome any evidence, so that the public will feel at liberty to offer it. 


Ex-Mayor Coox, of Ottawa.—I have been asked to appear on behalf of the U nion 
of Canadian Municipalities, and to assure the committee of the hearty co-operation 
of that body in prosecuting this inquiry. In this connection, i may be permitted to 
call attention to the fact that at the annual convention of the Union in London last 
September, the telephone question was thoroughly discussed and a resolution was unani- 
mously passed, on motion of Controller Hubbard, of Toronto, urging that the long-dis- 
tance telephone business of Canada should be taken over and operated by the Govern- 
men: of the Dominion. The resolution is as follows:—‘ That in the opinion of this 
Union the long-distance telephone business of Canada should be taken over and oper- 
ated by the Government of the Dominion, and legislation obtained whereby the local 
interests of telephone companies can be taken over and operated by the local munici- 
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pality, in which said businesses are carried on, and for this purpose direct that peti- 
tions be presented to the Dominion and provincial parliaments.’ . 


Sir WituiAM Mutocx.—I am sure the committee will appreciate the offer of the 
Union of Canadian municipalities to assist the committee by giving any information 
which it possesses on this subject. 


Mr. ZotMERMAN.—How about the different patents for telephunes in Canada? 
Would it be advisable to have a report as to the position they are in? 


Sir WituiAm Mutocx.—I hardly think that would be necessary, because the govern- 
ment of Canada could undertake to make any patented article without violating the 
law. All that would be necessary would be to compensate the individual owner of the 
patent. 


Committee adjourned until Wednesday next. 
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ComMITTEE Room, 
WEDNESDAY, March 22, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock, in the Chair. 


INQUIRY INTO THE VARIOUS PUBLIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS IN OPERATION IN CANADA AND 
ELSEWHERE. 


The CHairMan.—Mr. Pownall and Mr. Dagger are here this morning as directed 
by the Committee, I mentioned at the last meeting that some two or three years ago [ 
had engaged Mr. Dagger to prepare some papers, to investigate and make a report to 
me on some matters affecting the telephone question. I have brought and will file with 
the Committee various papers. Perhaps before you examine Mr. Dagger it would be 
well to have these papers put:on record. There is a letter of March 3, 1903, from Mr. 
Dagger to me. 

Mr. W. F. Maciean.—What are the instructions on which the report was made? 

The CHAaIRMAN.—Well, they are set forth here. They were verbal. I had an inter- 
view with Mr. Dagger and went into the whole case with him and he acted in accord: 
ance with the instructions that are set forth here. This communication shows what his 
instructions were. I will first of all file a letter from Mr. Dagger to myself, dated 
Toronto, March 3, 1903. (Exhibit No. 1).—This gives details as to telephones in the 
United Kingdom. It also gives Mr. Dagger’s own experience in telephone work. 


(Exhibit No. 1). 
742 Broapview AVE., 
Toronto, March 2, 1903. 


Dear Sik,—Referring to my conversation with you to-day, I have much pleasure in 
giving you the following details regarding my experience :— 


1881 to 1885. 


I entered the service of the Lancashire and Cheshire Telephonic Exchange Com- 
pany in 1881 and remained in their employ for four years, being successively electrician 
at the Wigan, Burnley, Blackburn and Preston Exchanges. 


1885 to 1893. 


On 1885, I accepted a position at Bristol in the head office of the Western Coun- 
ties and South Wales Telephone Company, operating one-fourth of England, where for 
four years I carried out important duties in connection with the general manager $ 
department. The various matters dealt with by me in that connection included : 

1. The purchasing of all construction materia] and supplies and conducting all 
correspondence in connection therewith. ; 

9. The making of estimates and the inspection and revision of all agents’ estimates 


for the construction of local and long distance lines. 
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3. The inspection of all subscribers’ contracts, aud way-leave agreements before 
their acceptance by the company. 

4. The conducting of correspondence relative to suspected infringements of 
patents, and making investigations in connection therewith. 

During my stay in Bristol the company established forty-two exchanges and con- 
structed 1,500 miles of long-distance lines. I had personally to deal with the estimates 
and purchase of material for this work. 

In 1889, I was appointed superintendent of the Southwest Devon and Cornwall 
District of the same company, being located at Plymouth, a position which I held until 
1893, when I resigned, the company in the meantime having been absorbed by the 
National Telephone Company. 

At this period I claim to be the first man to suggest the municipalization of the 
telephone in England. Owing, however, to the refusal of the government at that 
period to grant licenses the monopoly continued. 


1894 to 1899. 


T re-entered the service of the National Telephone Company as Chief Electrical 
Inspector at Birmingham, including the towns of West Bromwich, Smethwick, Old- 
bury and other places—10 exchanges in all. Subsequently I held a similar position at 
Sheffield including the towns of Barnsley, Penistone, Worksop, Retford, and other 
places. 

In July, 1899, I decided to come to Canada, believing that this continent offered a 
broader field for the extension of telephony than Great Britain under the existing 
monopoly, especially in view of what had been done in the United States. 

With a view of becoming familiar with the existing system in this country, I 
accepted a position in the Bell Telephone Oompany, which I held for eleven months, 
when I resigned and came to Toronto with a view to assisting in promoting the scheme 
for a municipal telephone exchange in this city. I enclose some letters on this subject, 
and I would add that I could have obtained others had I thought it necessary. 

Mr. W. E. L. Gaine, General Manager, of the National Telephone Company, Lon- 
don, Eng., would no doubt be pleased to give you any further information. 

Kindly return the attached correspondence, and oblige, 


Yours faithfully, 
F. DAGGER. 


The Honourable 
Sir Wituiam Mutock, K.C.M.G. 


Copy of cutting from ‘ Western Morning News, of Plymouth, England, November 
80, 1892. 
(Exhibit No. 1a). 


‘Many Plymouthians will learn with regret that Mr. F. Dagger has resigned his 
position as superintendent of the Plymouth district of the National Telephone Com- 
pany, and that his connection with the company will cease on December 28. 

‘Mr. Dagger entered the telephone service eleven years ago, having served four 
years with the Lancashire and Cheshire Telephonic Exchange Company, in North-east 
Laneashire, four years with the Western Counties and South Wales Telephone Com- 
pany in their head office at Bristol, and three years as superintendent of the Plymouth 
district. ; 

‘Since Mr. Dagger came to Plymouth he has had exceptional difficulties to con- 
tend with, more than one storm (the well remembered blizzard among the number) hav- 
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ing played havoc with the wires over a wide area and commanding all his sk 
energy to remedy and set right; on these as on all other occasions he has done his 
with the staff at his disposal, to study the interests of the subscribers, and to give the 
the best possible service. : 

‘The Rame Head signal station, a great convenience to the port, is among the com- 
munications that have been established since Mr. Dagger came {o Plymouth, and he 
will go away with the satisfaction of knowing that he is leaving behind him, a far more 

.effective and improved telephone service than he took over three years ago.’ 


The Cuamrman.—This will be exhibit No. 2. It is a report by Mr. Dagger bearing 
date March 3, 1903. It is a very voluminous and valuable report. Before reading the 
report, Mr. Dagger had better be sworn, and then it can be taken as part of his evi- 
dence. 


Mr. Francis DAGGER sworn. 


REPORT. 
‘Toronto, March 3, 1903. 
(Exhibit No. 2). 
‘Hon. Sir WittiAmM Mu tock, 
‘Postmaster General, Ottawa, Ont. 


*Sir,—In accordance with your instructions, I have the pleasure to report here- 
with upon the telephone situation in Canada, and in submitting the facts and figures 
which are herein set forth, I would point out that I have given only such information 
as has been obtained from reliable sources. 

‘The opinions expressed by me are the result of twenty years’ experience in prac- 
tical telephone operations, in which I have had an opportunity of watching the results 
of telephone working under the following conditions :— 


‘IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


‘1. As a monopoly owning and controlling the local anl long-distance lines. 

‘2. As a company in competition with the postal telegraph department. 

‘3. As a company owning and controlling the local and long-distance lines, in 
competition with local and private enterprise. 

‘4, As a monopoly owning the local exchanges, with the government owning and 
controlling the long-distance lines. 

‘5. As a company in competition with municipal enterprise, the government own- 
ing and controlling the long-distance lines. 


“IN CANADA. 


‘1. As a monopoly owning and controlling the local and long-distance lines. ze 
‘TI have further made an exhaustive study of the results of telephone competition 
in the United States, and also of the telephonic conditions on the continent of Europe. 


‘PRESENT SITUATION IN CANADA. 


‘Judged from the standpoint of the public good, there is no doubt that the tele- 
phonic facilities of the Dominion are not satisfactory, the principal causes of com- 
plaint being: 

‘1. High rates in large cities. 


‘9, Disproportionately ‘high rates in cities of from 25,000 to 60,000 inhabitants. 
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igh long-distance rates. 

4. Lack of rural communication. 

‘It is an undisputed fact that the number of telephones in use in the Dominion of 

Canada is out of all proportion to the population, if we take the best telephoned coun- 

tries in the world as a standard of perfection. According to the latest statistics, 

Norway, Sweden and Denmark have one telephone to every fourteen inhabitants. If 

this standard was reached in Canada the number of telephones would be 393,000 in- 

stead of the 63,192 recorded in the 1902 edition of the statistical year-book of Canada. 
‘Statistics for 1901 place the proportion of telephones in the different provinces 


as follows :— 


PAV GATIO 3-40 P2550» 1 telephone to 89 inhabitants. 
“Quebec... : 1 ‘6 102 &é 

ESN vA GUL. oo es Reeaane eieee ae oe - 122 “ 

kan Fear! FANS WICK. oojecoeis ec ere eee eS 129 

‘Mritisn Columbia... as as. 5 1 63 os 

CManitobas. . d.-5 ane wa oi ee ONG tecaras: 

‘Prince Edward Island.. .. .. .. No records.’ 

Mr. DaccER.—I might explain, Sir William, that those figures are slightly altered 


now. 
The CHAIRMAN.—I know, but this was correct at the time. 
Mr. Daccrer.—At the time, yes. 


The CuamMman.—All right, you can supplement. To continue with the letter : 

‘It is significant that British Columbia, where the systems are operated by local 
companies free from the influence of the Bell Telephone Company, has the best record, 
notwithstanding the fact that the province has no long distance facilities. Dealing 
with that territory served by the Bell Telephone Company, it would appear that the 
cities and large towns have a fair service in point of numbers, though the rates ara 
excessive, especially in cities smaller than Montreal and Toronto. The small towns, 
villages, and rural communities, have a very inadequate service as the following figures 
indicate :— 


‘Number of telephones, December 31, 1901.. .. .. .. .. .- 42,858 
‘Number of exchanges, December 31, 1901.. .. .. .... «. 343 
‘Number of agencies, December 31, 1901.. .. .. .. «2 «ee, 514 
‘Number of telephones in 24 cities and towns.. .. .. .. .. 32,000 
‘Number of telephones in remaining 819 exchanges and 

514 agencies... /4 ele « Saeko ee ese eo The ee en ee 


‘If we deduct one telephone for each of the 514 agencies, there remain 10,344 tele- 
phones, or an average of less than 33 telephones for each of the 319 exchanges in the 
smaller towns and villages. 


‘ Population of’ Bell” territory ain eee ee ee 4,035,416 
‘Population of 24 cities and towns including Quebec, On- 


tario: and -Manitobar: ©. sas. es ee eee ere 900,000 


‘Population of remaining territory containing 10,344 
telephones: se selees. ¥-0% apa etalk ae weet ee cent Me eee 
or 303 to 1 telephone. 


‘Tt will thus be seen that the small towns, villages, and rural districts, have hitherto 
been almost entirely left out of consideration by those upon whom the duty of supply- 
ing telephonic facilities has been delegated, and this is further emphasized by the fact 
that in some districts the people themselves have made feeble efforts to provide their 
own service. 
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‘There are no reliable statistics available for the other provinces, but the figures 
available indicate that the same lack of telephonic facilities exists outside of the prin- 
cipal towns. 


‘EXISTING TELEPHONE RATES. 


The rates charged in Canada at present for a modern telephone service are 
approximately as follows :— 


Business. Residence. 
Ciereeaver oU,000 inhabitants... ..-..°.. ..'.. +. $50 $30 
ows) 000nt0. 20,000 inhabitants... 4. ..... ... 25 25 
ia Lone me st, ee te es O80 20 
se ee de ed aca era dh k feces 0» 20 15 


‘In the cities extra mileage is charged, in most cases, beyond the first mile, at the 
rate of $15 per mile per annum; and in the towns and villages the rates only cover half 
a mile of single wire, extra mileage at the same rate being charged beyond that distance, 
and additional rates ($20 to $25) for a metallic line and long-distance instrument. 

‘That these rates are excessive is evidenced by the records of other countries, nota- 
bly, the independent companies in the United States, in Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 
Switzerland and other European countries, also the State of Guernsey and the munici- 
pality of Glasgow. (See Schedules A and B to this Exhibit.) ’ 

There is no doubt that the over-capitalization of the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada is the cause of the high rates charged to telephone subscribers in the Domin- 
ion. It is on record that the American Telephone and Telegraph Company held stock 


- yalued at $1,928,900 out of the Canadian Bell Company capital of $5,000,000 allotted 


to the former company for the use of patent rights long since expired. To pay 8 per 
cent upon this $1,928,900 the sum of $154,312 has to be provided out of the rentals paid 
by the Canadian telephone users, or in other words, an average tax of $3.60 per tele- 
phone has to be furnished over and above what is necessary to pay an 8 per cent 
dividend upon the actual capital outlay upon the plant. 

Another reason for the excessive charges is the fact that the development of the 
telephone has passed through several stages since the date of the original patents, and 
at each stage the apparatus in use became obsolete, rendering it necessary in the larger 
exchanges for the company to partially reconstruct their system and install improved 
plant. There being no adequate depreciation fund in existence to cover the cost of this 
reconstruction, the expenditure upon this work has been charged to capital account, 
thereby increasing the amount upon which dividends had to be earned, with the result 
that to-day the plant of the local systems could be duplicated for about one-third of 
the total capitalization and bond issues. 

As a parallel case, I may mention the National Telephone Company of Great 
Britain, just after the postal telegraph department had taken over the long-distance 
lines when in the House of Commons, in April, 1898, Mr. Hanbury, Financial Secretary 


_ of Treasury and chairman of the Parliamentary Telephone Committee, referring to the 


National Telephone Company, said: 

‘ Without entering into any minute calculations as to the value of the plant of the 
company, while he believed its capital stood at a value of something like £6,000,000, the 
post office calculation was that the plant could be entirely replaced at a cost of very 
little over £2,000,000.’ 

I do not wish to make any unfair criticism of the methods of the Bell Telephone 
Company, but the fact remains that the state, or any municipality, or company, desir- 
ing to establish a modern telephone system, could give a service at much lower rates 
and earn satisfactory profits, because their capital outlay would be very much less than 
the amount upon which present telephone users have to pay dividends. 

Mr, FRANCIS DAGGER. 
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EFFECT OF THE COMPETITION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


In 1894, before the advent of competition in telephones, the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany of America had less than 238,000 subscribers’ stations, with a total output of 
582,506 telephones, the result of nearly twenty years undisputed possession of the field. 
On December 31, 1901, seven years later, the figures were :— 


Bell telephmeiretmaudt f.i02 Jatswca. 2. oe ad See ese eee 
Independent telenhones< 2. 6 a6 s cas a0 Ss ee ee ew Oe 
MAIS bc gd an c.d dee ok el eee ll Gee iees Seee 


The following are the figures for the States of Ohio, Michigan and Indiana :— 


Ohio. 

Bell. Independent. 
1894—17,724, nil. 
1901—79,500. 106,344 

(13,488 farmers’ ’phones). 
Michigan. 

Bell. Independent. 
1894—15,025. nil. 
1901—48,930. Boul ok 


(5,753 farmers’ ’phones). 


Michigan Bell Telephone Company almost bankrupt through cutting rates in their 
effort to kill competition. 


Indiana. 
Bell. Independent. 
1894— 6,000. nil. 
1901—35,000. 65,300 


(16,353 farmers’ ’phones). 


The records of other states show ‘a similar increase since 1894, and the numbers 
are growing at such a rate that manufacturers are hard pressed to keep up with the 
demand. , 

Judging by results, dual telephone systems in the United States are not looked upon 
with disfavour, the effect of competition upon the rates being thought ample com- 
pensation for the inconvenience of two exchanges in one town. (See Schedule © of 
this exhibit). 

There has further been very marked improvement in the service given, since the 
advent of competition, due to the fact that the increased demand for telephones, has 
widened the field for inventors in the various branches of this art, to an extent which 
would not have been possible during the continuance of monopoly. It is also obvious 
that the independent telephone companies have provided employment for many thou- 
sands of people who would otherwise have been forced into the ranks of other trades 
and professions, some of which are already overcrowded. 

The success of the independent telephone movement in the United States has, how- 
ever, in recent years, resulted in the consolidation of a number of telephone companies, 
and the present indications are that the most prosperous exchanges will in the near 
future fall under the control of a large trust, stock will be watered, rates increased, and 
the probabilities are that unless this movement is checked a deal will be made with the 
‘Bell’ monopoly whereby they will again control the telephone business of the United 
States. 
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The source of this movement is in Cleveland, where the Federal Telephone Com- 
pany, with a capital of $10,000,000 was incorporated for the purpose of purchasing the 
securities and controlling the operating policy of a number of the largest independent 
telephone companies in Ohio and Michigan. It controls seventeen companies, the 
majority of which are very much over-capitalized. (See schedule D to this exhibit). 

In contrast with the Cuyahoga Telephone Company (which is the largest of the 
Federal companies), with 90 miles of toll lines, and 9,710 subscribers, having a capital- 
ization and bonded indebtedness averaging $539 per subscriber, 1 would mention the 
Citizens Telephone Company, of Grand Rapids, Mich., with 2,000 miles of toll lines, 
and 10,448 subscribers, having no bonded indebtedness, and a capitalization averaging 
$96 per subscriber. 

The experience of competition in the United States points to the necessity of ad- 
opting such legislation as will prevent the amalgamation of groups of local companies, 
with the inevitable watering of stock, and raising of rates which always follows in the 
train of such consolidation. 


COMPETITION IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


In the earlier years of telephony, there existed competition in a number of towns 
in Great Britain, and although the local competing companies were seriously handi- 
capped by the fact that owing to the patents being controlled by the monopoly, the 
supply of telephone instruments was very limited and their price excessive, as much 
as $100 and $125 being paid for a telephone much inferior to that which now costs $7. 
This competition was successful while it lasted, and when the monopoly purchased the 
undertakings, the subscribers received the advantage of a permanent reduction of 
rates. 

The following are a few examples :— 

Extracts from evidence given before the Parliamentary Telephone Committee. 

Dundee.—In 1884 the company’s charge was £20. The leading merchants started 
a local company at £10. The original company had twenty subscribers at £20. The 
‘National’? reduced to £5 and the local company to £5-10-0. The local company 
started with eighty subscribers, and when the two companies amalgamated, the local 
had 600 subscribers and the ‘National’ 400. The local company paid 9 per cent dur- 
ing the four years of its existence, and when amalgamated its shareholders got their 
capital back with 40 per cent bonus.—(Sir John Leng, M.P.) 

Glasgow.—After stating that the subscription was £10, Mr. Samuel Chisholm (now 
Sir Samuel Chisholm, ex-Lord Provost), said: ‘Ten years ago it was £20. The re- 
duction in price was in consequence of the competition.’ 

Aberdeen.—The charge was formerly £15, but was brought down by threatened 
competition. 

Sheffield.—The Sheffield Telephone Company paid good dividends for many years 
on a £7 rate, when the monopoly was charging £15 in other towns of the same size. 
Although ultimately bought out, the subscribers obtained permanently much lower 
rates than those imposed in towns of corresponding importance, in which there had 
never been competition, the tariff being : For distance not exceeding 14 miles, £8; for 
distance not exceeding 2 miles, £10; residence, not exceeding 24 miles, £7. 

Manchester and District—The Mutual Telephone Company, which opened ex- 
changes on the metallic circuit system in Manchester, Bolton, Radcliffe, Eccles and 
Pendleton, and connected all these places by trunk lines, earned good profits on arate 
which averaged only $22.44, after the post office royalty had been paid. | 

The purchase of the competing companies was effected at a time when the mono: 
poly controlled the patents and also the long distance lines. Had the conditions been 
otherwise, I do not think the local companies could have been induced to sell. 
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In consequence of these amalgamations the British Postmaster General decide 
that no more licenses would be granted to companies and ultimately the Parliamen- 
tary Committee reported that inasmuch as the only method of extending the telephone 
systems and cheapening the cost to subscribers was by competition, licenses would 2 
granted to these municipalities desiring to establish local systems, but no licenses would 
be given to companies in view of the possibility of their being bought over by the exist 
ing monopoly. 

This brings me up to the period of municipal competition, which I will deal with 
under the heading ‘ Municipal Telephones.’ 


MUNICIPAL TELEPHONES, 


Municipal telephony in Great Britain is at present in its infancy, no system havine 
been long enough in operation as a completed plant to show the actual profits earned in 
one year. Glasgow: The best example on record is that of Glasgow, where an analysis 
of the accounts for nine months ending May 31 last, shows that 4,718 direct exchange 
lines yielding an average rental of $10.22 for the nine months, enabled the department 
to meet all legitimate charges and carry forward a profit of $1,940. Had all these lines 
been earning revenue during the whole period which the accounts cover, at the muni- 
cipality’s annual charge of $25.60, the profits would have been very much higher, but 
as a fact this rate was not fixed with a view of producing profit, over and above the 
payment of interest and redemption of loan. 

Before the establishment of the Glasgow municipal exchange, the rates were $48.79 
in the city and $97.40 to $121.75 in the suburbs. The telephone area of the municipal 
system is 143 square miles, and the rate is $25.60. The system now numbers 9,000 
subscribers, and at a recent meeting of the City Council, it was decided by 48 votes 
to 9 to borrow an additional $400,000 to enlarge the plant to a capacity of 15,000 lines. 

Many misleading statements upon this subject, copied from the English papers, 
have appeared in the press here. It is needless to say that these articles were the work 
of inspired writers, written for the purpose of discouraging the municipal ownership 
of public utilities. The following letter from Mr. A. R. Bennett, M.I.E.E., furnishes 
an indication of the inaccuracy of these published criticisms :— 

‘Sir,—The references to the Glasgow corporation telephone system in your articles 
on “ Municipal Socialism,” of September 30, have been read with astonishment in this 
city. It is a pity that your contributor did not consult the accounts themselves instead 
of the garbled versions of them which have been published and circulated throughout 
the country for the purpose of deterring other municipalites from imitating the latest 
successful venture of the Glasgow corporation. 

‘It is not my wish to engage in any controversy, but in the interest of accuracy, 
and lest those not in a position to judge should be egregiously misled, it is necessary 
to state that your contributor’s conclusions have little or no foundation in fact. Tha 
auditors of the Glasgow Municipal Telephone Department, Messrs. Thompson, Jack- 
son, Gourlay & Taylor, one of our leading firms of chartered accountants, whose 
reputation is not confined to Glasgow, have found it expedient to write to the local 
press, pointing out that the accounts did not justify the interpretation sought to be 
put upon them by the writers to whom your correspondent has gone for inspiration. 

‘For instance, his insinuation that the year 1901-2 was credited with the whole of 
the £28,171 received during the nine months ending May 81 is totally untrue. Credit 
was taken for only £15,356, the proper portion, £12,417 was carried forward to the credit 
of 1902-3, and £398 remained as a surplus. Your contributor adopts the absurd and 
dishonest canard about the central switchboard, and is equally at sea in respect to the 
sinking fund, and most of the other topics touched upon. He actually commiserates 
the corporation upon their license expiring in 1918, in ignorance of the fact that it 
was. at the express desire of the corporation that that date was fixed. 
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PROOF OF SUCCESS. 


‘Municipal trading may or may not be wrong and mischievous, but misrepresen- 
tation of facts is not very likely to prove a very effectual or very permanent cure for 
it. I venture to assert that the organized attack to which municipal telephony is being 
subjected—an attack which must already have cost its authors a good many Banas 
of pounds—is the clearest proof of its success, and should be accepted as the highest 
possible compliment by its supporters. _ 

“In the meantime, certain small crumbs of comfort remain to us. We have three 
times as many telephones in Glasgow as when the corporation exchange was started, 
we have a good service instead of an atrociously bad one; any person can have a tele- 
phone for £5.5.0 instead of the £10 (£20 and £25 in the suburbs) which was formerly 
charged; we are coining money for our citizens in more ways than one, for time is 
money, and a good telephone is time; and we, in conjunction with the other corpora- 
tions who have taken up telephony, by placing nearly all our work with British firms, 
are doing much to create what has never before existed—a home trade in the manu- 
facture of telephone material. 

‘IT am, sir, yours, &c., 
‘A. R. BENNETT, 
‘General Manager’ 

‘CastLe CHAMBERS, GLASGOW, October 12. 


Sir Samuel Chisholm, the ex-Lord Provost of Glasgow, referring to these articles, 
says : 

‘I quite agree with your correspondent that it would be well for other towns to 
look closely into the figures contained in the Glasgow corporation telephone accounts, 
as if properly studied and understood those figures could not but assist the extension 
of municipal telephones.’ 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 


Municipal telephones have been in operation in this town for about the same period 
as the Glasgow system. The following are the facts regarding this exchange :— 

The telephone area covered 250 square miles, the average charge to subscribers 
being $22.27 per annum. ‘The number of subscribers grew so rapidly that on January 
1, 1902, their number had reached 650, and the municipality made application to the 
Local Government Board for permission to increase its borrowing powers from $48,700 
to $121,750. The fact that this permission was granted after an exhaustive inquiry 
by the Government inspector; notwithstanding the evidence of expert witnesses and the 
arguments of eminent legal counsel employed by the National Telephone Company 
and the Ratepayers’ League, is sufficient proof of the financial success of the system. 
The report of the Tunbridge Wells borough accountant of February 10, 1902, which 
was produced at the inquiry and certified by the Local Government Board auditor, 
showed an excess of income over expenditure (including interest and redemption of 
loan) of $3,190. 

The competition had the effect of bringing down the National Company’s rate 
from $48.70 per annum to $19.44 for direct lines, and to $1.25 and 60 cents per month 
for two-party and ten-party lines respectively. 

The National Telephone Company have recently succeeded in making a deal with 
the town council by which the municipal system is transferred to the company upon, 


their agreeing :— 
1. To pay the municipality the amount expended upon the plant to date. 


9. To assume all liabilities in respect of the system. 
3. To give service to all subscribers at a rate not exceeding $29.22 per annum for 


the term of 25 years. . 
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As the municipal license was granted for a period of 25 years, and as the ‘ National ’ 
license expires in 1911, the company hoped that this arrangement would enable them 
to operate for the municipal term, viz., until the expiration of the 25 years’ license. 
The Postmaster General, however, refused to sanction the transfer except upon the fol- 
lowing conditions :— 

1. That the company observed all the conditions of the municipal license. 

2. That the municipal license cease and determine on the same date as the ‘ Na- 
tional’ license, in 1911. 


The victory is therefore an empty one for the ‘ National, as, although they have 
disposed of a competitor, they have been compelled to reduce their rates permanently. 
and forfeit their privileges which their own license conferred upon them. 

Tunbridge Wells is a purely residential town with a population of 35,000, having 
no industries, and of no commercial importance. The residents are composed chiefly 
of gentry who are stockholders in such corporations as the ‘ National.’ It is therefore 
a matter of little surprise to those acquainted with the locality that the municipality 
fell an easy prey to the company. 

The Municipal Telephone Exchange was recently opened at Portsmouth and many 
towns including Manchester, Salford, Stockport, Hull, Swansea, Sheffield (of which 
city the vice-president of the ‘ National’ Company is an ex-Lord Mayor), Eastbourne. 
Brighton, &c., have decided to establish their own systems, while about fifty other muni- 
cipalities are considering the question, and some of them have already applied to the 
Postmaster General for licenses. 

It is an undoubted fact that municipal telephony is rapidly gaining ground in 
Great Britain, and there is no evidence so far to indicate that the recent action of Tun: 
bridge Wells has in anyway checked the movement. 


EUROPEAN TOWNS. 


Norway. 


The municipality of Trondhjem, Norway (population 30,000) has had an exchange 
in operation since 1889, the rates are, business, $12.18; residence, $6.09, and the profits 
earned equal 4 per cent on the capital expended. 


Holland, 


Amsterdam.—Prior to the establishment of a municipal system in Amsterdam, the 
rates charged by the company were $47.28 in the city and from $60.13 to $100.19 in 
the suburbs. The municipal rate is $36, after payment of $10 for the first year’s en- 
trance fee. Hotels are, however, charged $46 per annum. 

I have no record of the accounts later than 1898, but the figures for that year are: 


Revenies:. 202. ae kG ws ae, Te eee 2 ee ere 
Fixpense . 6.64.4 90a TEM. Ak) er ee 
Surplus. Sooke. os eae ate ee tate ete ene 
The surplus was expended as follows :— 

Interest on loan’. 2% sega. < i to ee $11,518 
Redemption ‘af loan sore 2. 5 oo ee eee ee ee 15,487 
Municipal treasury... .. 19,480 

Net profit used on Re thereby keeping Awe Handed 
indebtedness... .veer «50k es, ilar otal 3 eb ahe (pe eeete eee a eee 
$64,670 
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I may add that the expenditure included a contribution to a pension fund for the 
employees. 


Rotterdam.—Similar reductions were made by the municipality in the rates. the 
charges being the same as in Amsterdam. The net profit in 1897 was $27,111. 


RUSSIA. 


The municipality of St. Petersburg is at present installing a telephone system 
with a capacity of 34,000 lines. 

There are many other municipal telephone systems on the continent of Europe, but 
I have no information regarding them. 


CANADA. 


Municipal exchanges are already in existence in :— 


Fort William, Ont. 
Port Arthur, Ont. 
Neepawa, N.W.T. 


In each of these towns the rates are much lower than the Bell charges, and the 
systems are receiving the unanimous support of the people. 


STATE OWNERSHIP OF LOCAL AND LONG-DISTANCE LINES, 


I am satisfied that except in countries covering a small area, state ownership of 
local exchanges has not proved a success. France and Germany have adopted this 
policy and they are two of the worst telephoned countries in Europe, both in regard to 
service and rates. 

On the other hand, small countries like Switzerland and Luxemburg have both a 
cheap and good service. This is mainly due to the fact that while centralized man- 
agement may be practicable in a small area, it is not so in a large one. 


. GUERNSEY (CHANNEL ISLANDS). 


I may also mention the State of Guernsey, which owns and controls its telephone 
service. 

With a population of 35,000, mostly farmers and fishermen, the island is covered 
with telephone lines, there being about 1,000 subscribers. The average receipts per 
subscriber in 1901 were $14.52, and after setting aside 10 per cent for depreciation and 
sinking fund, a profit of $573 was set aside. 


ESSENTIALS FOR A POPULAR TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 


In 1895 a statement was published by Mr. A. R. Bennett, showing the standing of 
the various European countries, at that date, in regard to telephone facilities. 

- A reference to Schedule ‘E’ to this exhibit will show the position of these coun- 
tries, and in the third column will be found the characteristics of the service which 
have placed them in their respective positions. With the exception of Great Britain, 
which since the purchase of the long-distance lines by the government, and the new 
policy of encouraging municipal ownership has forged ahead into the sixth place, I do 
not think there has been any material change in the numerical order of the countries. 

This statement clearly shows that the essentials necessary for a popular service 


are :— 
1. Low rates. 
2. Local management. 


: ral intercourse. 
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This is also emphasized by the results in Ohio and Indiana, U.S.A., where low rates 
and farmers’ lines are the ruling order of the day. 


LONG-DISTANCE RATES. 


On Schedule ‘F’ to this exhibit, will be found the long-distance fees charged in 
the principal countries of the world. From it will be seen that the charges in the 
United States and Canada are the highest of all, being double the British rates and 
four times as much as the German. There would appear to be no satisfactory reason 
for this, as it is well known that the cost of the English trunk lines is very much greater 
than those upon this continent, for the following, among other, reasons :— 


1. Much heavier copper wire is used, the main lines weighing 800 pounds to the 
mile as against about 200 pounds here. 

9. Poles have to be imported and creosoted whereas here native cedar is used. 

8 Porcelain insulators and iron bolts are used in England, glass insulators arJ 
wooden pins here. 


I am satisfied that the present rates in Canada could be cut in two and still leave 
a satisfactory profit on the working. 

State ownership is, however, the only way to demonstrate the truth of this asser- 
tion. 


SUGGESTED REMEDIES. 


The only satisfactory method of dealing with the telephone problem would, in my 
opinion, be the adoption of the following policy: 


1. Government ownership and control of the long-distance lines. 
9. Government control of the local systems. 


I do not deny that such a proposal would be a radical departure from the present 
system, and that there may be difficulties to be overcome in the carrying out of a policy 
of this kind, but I believe that all efforts in this direction would be more than justified: 
by the results. 


GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF LONG-DISTANCE LINES. 


I do not believe the purchase of the long-distance telephone lines is a practical 
proposition unless the telegraph system is acquired at the same time, as the telegraph 
companies would undoubtedly enter the telephone business in competition with the 
Government. It is, therefore, necessary to take into consideration the cost of the tele- 
graph as well as the telephone service. As to the value of these combined systems, I 
would estimate it to be as follows :— : 


Great North-western Telegraph Co.. .......... .- $1,000,000 
Canadian Pacthe Rathway..’' 2) oe) eee ees 600,000 
Western Union «.):2epe>.. 2) ee 200,000 
Bell Telephone Co, 35.9%) |; 5 2202 eae oe ene 

Total. . > <<, subset esiaaees besa gece eae eee 


These are, in my opinion, outside figures, and I believe that an actual survey of the: 
plant would show that they could be duplicated for less than the amount stated. 
According to the 1902 issue of the statistical year-book, the telegraph lines in the 
Dominion are as follows :— 
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Miles of Miles of 


Poles. Iron Wire, 
Great North-western Telegraph Co... .. .. .. 17,930 35,293 
Metra ae tic Hallway Ss back ee .. 9,595 38,124 
ON occa GC CeT LIAL 500 Bee Gn ya a 2,669 8,918 

ALGRED soy Gan) oy Bee eh a 30,194. 82,335 


The Bell Telephone Company’s report for 1901 shows : 6,634 miles of poles; 24,193 
miles of wire. 

What proportion of this is iron and what copper I cannot say accurately, but I do 
not think one-half is copper. 

I may say that the British Postal Department paid the National Telephone Com- 
pany $2,235,330 for their long-distance line, consisting of 29,000 miles of copper wire 
on creosoted poles and using porcelain insulators, 

Failing the acquisition of the long-distance lines by the government, legislation 
should be enacted compelling existing telephone and telegraph companies to give ser- 
vice to all local telephone systems over their lines upon the latter providing at their 
cost the switching apparatus and wire necessary to make such connection, and further 
that all telephone companies shall be compelled to give such connections as will enable 
their subscribers to converse with whomsoever may call them up without regard to the 
exchange where the call originated. 

It might, however, be fair to include a provision which would entitle the company 
or municipality receiving calls from the systems of other companies or municipalities 
to charge the calling subscriber with the ordinary local fee to non-subscribers for the 
use of their line from the terminus of the long-distance wire to the local subscriber’s 
telephone. Such local fees should, however, be regulated by the government to prevent 
discrimination by the companies or municipalities. 


CONTROL OF LOCAL SYSTEMS, 


The following would, I think, form a good basis for any future legislation regard- 
ing local telephone systems. 

Existing telephone companies should be brought within the control of a government 
department, and be licensed to do business within certain well-defined areas, but they 
should have no right of way privileges other than those conferred upon the privatg 
individual by common law. 

Municipalities, as custodians of the peoples’ property, should have the same right 
as a private property owner, to give or withhold right of way privileges over, upon or 
under the public streets, highways or lands. 

Municipalities desiring to enter into competition with the existing company, should 
be granted a license, and should have the option of establishing and operating the system 
themselves or of allowing a properly incorporated company to do so, the municipality, 
however, being responsible to the government for the fulfilment of the conditions of the 
license. 


CONDITIONS OF LICENSE. 


The following conditions might be embodied in any license : 


1. The licensee to give service to all responsible persons or firms desirous of obtain- 
ing service, within the area covered by the license. 

2. The licensee to give facilities which will enable their subscribers to receive calls 
from the subscribers to the exchanges of any other company or municipality that may 
from time to time be within telephonic reach of the licensees exchanges. Provided, 
however, that the licensees shall be entitled to charge the calling subscribers of other 
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systems than their own a fee for each conversation, not greater than the public call 
office charge for local conversations prevailing in the district where the licensees’ 
exchange is situated. 

8. The construction of the plant and the standard of the instruments shall be in 
accordance with the specifications laid down by the government and embodied in this 
license under Schedule , and the system shall be maintained in accordance with 
the said specification. 

4. This license shall not be transferred to any municipality, company or person, 
nor shall any part of the plant constructed under this license be so trunsferred without 
the consent of the Government. 

5. The licensees shall not charge to any subscriber for telephone service any sum 
in excess of the rates specified in Schedule , for the respective classes of service, 
nor shall any discrimination be made to any person which would give him a similar 
service at a lower cost than that which is charged to other subscribers. 

6. The forms of contract which it is necessary for the subscribers to the licensees’ 
system to sign before receiving the service shall be submitted to the Government and 
approved by them before being brought into use. 


GOVERNMENT SPECIFICATION, 


The foregoing are the provisions contained in the specification of the British Post 
Office in connection with the licenses granted to municipalities. 

{. All circuits shall be metallic and shall be so arranged that subscribers shall be 
unable to overhear what passes on any other than their own circuits or those with which 
they shall be connected. 

9. The use of iron conductors shall not be permitted. 


8 With the undermentioned exceptions, the main lines of wire shall be under 
ground, but the distributing wires may be erected above ground. 


EXCEPTIONS. 


(a) Where power to execute underground work is unattainable. 
(b) Where the number of wires required is insufficient to justify the cost of under. 
ground work, regard being had to the subsequent cost of maintenance. 


4, A line of poles extending less than a quarter of a mile from a distributing point 
will be considered as a distributing line. 


5, All underground cables shall be efficiently protected by pipes or ducts of approved 
materials or by such other means as the Postmaster General may have approved before 
the cables are laid. 


6. Open wires shall not be less than No. 18 standard wire gauge, weighing 36°8 
pounds per mile, for subscribers’ circuits. 


4. The apparatus fitted in subscribers’ offices shall be efficient for long-distance 
communications, and where separate batteries are provided for speaking purposes, the 
electromotive force shall not at any time fall below 2 volts. 


8. Where an electric light or traction system constructed above ground co-exists 
in a town with a telephone system, and where such telephone system is partly or wholly 
above ground, suitable safety devices shall be provided in all circuits, both at the ex- 
change and at the subscribers’ offices. 


9, Efficient lightning protectors shall be provided on all circuits. 
This specification might be altered and amended to meet the requirements of the 


Dominion, but I am very strongly of the opinion that some specification is very neces- 
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sary to give the subscribers a uniformly good service, and especially so in Canada where 
much longer distances will eventually be spoken over than in Great Britain. 


RURAL TELEPHONE SYSTEMS, 


This branch of telephony has in the past been absolutely neglected and discouraged 
in Canada by the existing companies, for the reason that it does not prove such a lucra- 
tive business as the exchanges in the towns and cities. 

Owing to the isolated position of the farmers, the telephone would prove an almost 
greater boon to them than to those residing in towns and cities. ‘For this reason 
- encouragement should be given to this, the most important section of Canada’s popula: 
tion, which will enable them to enjoy the benefits of this great invention at the lowest 
possible cost. 

No class of people are in a better position to help themselves in this matter than 
the farmer, for the reason that the most important and expensive part of the plant, viz., 
the poles, grow upon their lauds, and in the majority of districts the farmers are only 
too eager to provide these and erect them at their own cost. | 

The following is the cost per mile of the wire in place on the poles, with the neces- 
sary insulators, &c. :— 


Pome eer MCC ONG WITTE) 4 Silele oy wie vu oes ee ee ec we, BAD BO 
Mile talltereiwCulte( two WITGS).. 0.6 sd sc ccs cae ssc s ae ee: OB OO 


Suitable instruments, with long-distance transmitters and receivers, can be 
obtained at from $10 to $15 each. Those in use on the now notorious Markham and 
Green River system cost the first-named sum. These are the prices direct from the 
makers, with no contractors’ profits, but inasmuch as the farmers can obtain them direct 
from the manufacturers, there is no necessity for the middleman. 

It will therefore be seen, that twenty farmers on ten miles of line could erect their 
own system, less the cost of poles, for the following amount :— 


OiPommcedrcirouit. .). is... 45. sc s,2. «4 ss ) $025 00 of $16: 25 sach, 
Pe PE ROICHIL Es pecs 6. <n ee pe | 400 OO oF 29 50 “each, 


Assuming that there were only ten farmers, or one per mile, the cost would be, per 
farmer, $22.50 for ground circuit and $35.00 for metallic circuit. 

The actual price agreed to be paid to the contractor of the Markham system is $36 
per station for 22 stations on 17 miles of metallic circuit. 

As I have before said, in most districts the farmers could and would provide poles 
for themselves, but in the event of these having to be purchased, the additional cost 
would be from $25 to $40 per mile. It is not possible to estimate closer than this, for 
the reason that the prices of poles are governed by the distance from the point of con- 
_ struction, and also by the supply and demand in the locality. 

I may say that the practice hitherto of the Bell Telephone Company, and possibly 
ef other companies of which I have no record, has been to get the farmers to erect the 
poles and wires at their (the farmers’) cost, and afterwards to charge an annual rental 
per station for connection with their system, which, in many cases, has proved pro- 
hibitive. Further than this, after the line has been in existence some time, the com- 
pany have claimed it as their property, and in cases where there has been no explicit 
agreement, the farmers have given up their rights. This, you will understand, has 
made the farmers very reluctant to deal with the company on any terms. 

In order to learn the facts about existing rural systems in Canada, I have cor- 
responded with some of the owners, within the past fortnight, asking for certain infor- 
mation, and I attach copies of their replies hereto. ; 

T also attach copies of some letters received from the United States regarding rural 
telephone systems, and I would add as an indication of the possibilities of this branch 
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of telephony that within a radius of 25 miles of Jackson, Michigan, there are 3,000 far- 
mers’ telephones, and of this number but 300 are in villages. Most of the lines are 
of fair construction, although built in nearly every case by the farmers themselves. 

With a view of encouraging the growth of rural telephone systems, I would sug: 
gest that legislation be enacted along the following lines :— 


1. That a specification be framed which would ensure a uniformly good service 
throughout the Dominion on all rural systems, the main provisions of such specifica- 
tion to be : 

(a) Instruments to be what are known as ‘ Bridging,’ and to have long-distance 
transmitters and receivers. 

(b) Lines to be metallic circuits constructed of No. 12 Standard wire gauge iron 
wire. 

2. That all systems built in conformity with the Government specification should 
have the right to converse without charge with the subscribers on the exchange system 
of the nearest town, providing that they pay the cost of taking their line up to the dis- 
tributing or terminal rack situated in the central office of such exchange system. In 
return for such privilege, the subscribers to the said local exchange shall have the right 
of conversing without charge with any station on the rural system. Further, that upon 
payment of the proper charges, the rural system shall receive all the benefits of the 
long-distance service to and from all points within telephonic reach. 

3. That all rural systems shall have free right of way (not exclusive) on all high» 
ways in the district served by them. h 

4. That with a view of preventing the crowding of the highways with poles, should 
it be necessary for two or more neighbouring rural systems to carry their lines along 
any part of the same highway, the system owning the poles already erected shall permit 
the attachments of the wires of the other systems, on the latter agreeing to pay the 
proportionate cost of maintaining the poles. 

5. That no railway, telegraph, or telephone company shall be permitted’ to entar 
into any agreement or other arrangement which shall have for its object, or shall in 
effect, exclude any rural telephone system from having telephonic communication with 
the nearest station or office of any such railway, telegraph, or telephone company. 


I do not recommend that any encouragment should be given to incorporated com- 
panies to establish and work rural telephone systems. I am decidedly of opinion that 
this work should be done by the farmers themselves, at cost price, on the co-operative 
principle. 

My main object in saying this is that if companies enter this field, there is certain 
to be a proportion of watered stock on which the farmers will have to pay dividends, 
by the payment of annual rentals for their service, and under these circumstances it 
would not be fair to any other company or municipality to compel them to give con- 
nection with their subscribers without charge. 

Any incorporated company entering the field of rural telephony for the purpose of 
earning profits should certainly not be permitted to take advantage of the legislation I 
have outlined. 

In conclusion I may say that in my opinion the department which now controls the 
transmission of intelligence by mail, namely, the postal department, will be the prope: 
authority to control the transmission of intelligence by wire. Moreover, the fact that 
this department has offices already in existence in every city, town and village in the 
Dominion would be of great advantage in the economical administration of govern- 
ment-owned telegraph and long-distance telephone lines, in addition to rendering 
assistance in working of rural telephone systems. 


I have the honour to remain, sir, 
ie Yours faithfully, 


F. DAGGER. * 
Mr. FRANCIS DAGGER. , 
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EXHIBIT No. 2—SCHEDULE < 4.’ 
Annual 
A eer eae ion 
Country. Entrance Fee. | Subscrip- ee Remarks. 
tion. 
subsequent 
connections. 
$ cts. $ §6cts $ cts. 
AvagtPisg we es oes « 20 28 20 28 20 28 
Bavaria ...... BEA MAIR oc FS eee. 0d Sc 36 53 18 27 
Hoo) Fg VU eI ame genres ng od) Rea re ei BOON eee Bate? Brussels and Antwerp. 
BP Slee ae Receipt 2000) | oka. &|(Oharleror 
arash e tidal ates soba 2 32 81 | .........../Small towns Annual contract. 
; : OO herbert ee ae " Three years. 
Balearics: cc eeee ee ote. + decatisyl “es BO OCs hea wt weeks Woo. First year. 
ipa ee Meith k ok ws Pai Aan rate eee ee Second and subsequent years. 
Denmark: ......'. 40 56 32 46 (Copenhagen covers the whole island of 
Zealand, 80 miles by 60, 
as Or41 |. ees... Smaller towns. 
; to 21 60 
CRYIN ey bet tow 48 70 USCO4 IS see Colt sy, Helsingfors Co-operative Exchange. 
48 70 BUS OS stated eaiyce Abo " \ 
33 96 De PA Ma, take ey, 33 Co-operative Exchanges. 
1 5 a tp 15 57 .| Companies. 
rae eee ee é ZV [os eae oe " 
France..... Cost of phone... GOOD LA era rt Bote suoscribers must also buy their 
phones. 
yy 58 44 |............|Lyons " " 
ga per zs mile Eons Co HOM A spel Other towns cver 25,000 inhabitants. 
an cost of| 
phone. 
G Po Mipems  teteia J ke) <i). EOD ae rea 0 " ae " 
PTE Viou eas tei aen Aen ss) fits leh ste 8! ov ar « « 24 30 .|Over 20,000 phones) y;: Pc. 
i be 21 87 | ...........|Under 20,000 | With following ad- 
(ne TeSys te pHa O0CUNinul fg Oman ene rans: 
Suh aeeD PAu eel eu ht 1,000 Sa J 4 86 lst 500. 
Ee Bias sare he | ye bate teh, «tl o..0D, per 500 11p.to1,500. messages: 
bias is: 3 be .. ......, [$2.43 per 500 up to 5,000 " 
Se PEE Maye czas ides css--s-lsea Mlgets.oaio2.40 for unlimited calls over 5,000, 
Hungary... CONS Situs Ato Buda-Pesth. 
12) SO ee aes DESO: [a eto NS A ats Other towns. 
Holland 10 00 ABCOO) Ss en0 eae Se Hotels, Rotterdam and 3 Amsterdam, 
10 0U SO TOR atte. i srete ati Business and residence, Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam. 
ees ee 44 09° |............{The Hague. 
Ne en: 16 23 |........ .../The Netherlands Bell Tel. Co., operat- 
to 24 14 ing 13 towns. 
aerate Tks ces 3 14 08 |............/Messrs. Riblink Van Bork & Co., 11 
towns. 
Pesaran | Seals scsi0| 14 08 Mr. Kayser. The Zutphen and the 
Maastricht Tel. Companies. 
{aye Se 12 O84 Ji. es oe Mr. Jan- Sot; 2 towns. 
es 2d i I ene 6 a 260893 ae eT Rome, Co-operative Exchange. 
900i «en eee oo 724. oscceeeee ew. Company's " 
Pe ees 2s ons.,5 | 38 SOG Sie te oe oe aes Sele Milan, Palermo, Genoa, Venice 
and Turin. 
SAL, Ua ee 31 18 |............/Turin rate for residences, doctors and 
druggists. 
AR Ee SITS AS eyes Priorence. Bologna, Leghorn. 
to 38 96 ‘ 
ie a eee 97 27 |........--..|Messina, Padua, Brescia. 
to 35 05 ; 
eakicp et bias oar 29 22 |........-...|Werona, Bari, Parma, Vicenza. 
oh en RE ee 13 64 |.3........../Other towns. 
to 23 38 
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Me a eee 


Countr 


ee 


Luxemburg 


WIN ACOM Eamets airs 


Norway 


PGrOUPAL aie ot oine 


Roumania 


y- 


oe & 4 vie 


br a eee 


@eeosees 


Entrance Fee. 


Se S Ale ae, Oe 


$2.66 per 7; mile 
and cost of 
phone. 


ciate le, Ss ele is) ok Shemales 


eee ereereerereeeere 
aaeee 2g 02 f6 2 ve 8 


Sia, eS 6 (ope Sig Wh Lake 


Cost of line and 
instruments. 


CU WNs SN aCe Cia CORE Ahag i 


©.0 2 eye) 0) Oe eA tae eae LS, 


Cost of line and 
instruments. 


eee soeenrstreese 


603 we » 0\e avere >i. 6m a)'s 


@) Bhs 0 © 6) a8 e946 Wem ee 


to 


to 


to 


to 


| 


Annual 
Subscription 
for 2nd 
and 
subsequent 


connections. 


pile beets. Bis wv 6 Be 


9 at ow Ose, W semen © 


€(0 OL ee wes “ouele, Woe 


ote oe 8a ae) 0) aan 


ee ceecovw. eee 


,e er ee eoweeees 


Ae, & Be She ee elenly 


O.Bw Ve lereEe x 8) MUL e 


Sie bs e810) ele 


~ eee 


oie) 1@ 50) 2 1 10) eer 


esterercecreeoee 


oe = 6 Fle 0) we © «fe 


6 Bie Cle Ls se fe Oo 


eee 6a, Bele oe 


erereeeere 


Remarks. 


EE NS TS eS a. 


Includes free intercommunication be- 
tween all points in the Grand Duchy, 
44 miles by 30. 


Christiania. 

" Second phone on same line. 
‘Trondhjem Municipal System. 
Christiansand. 

Suburbs. 


Christiansund. 


Frederikstad. Business. 
" Residences. 

Bergen. 

‘'Grimstad, one phone. 

two phones. 


three 


W 

W 
Hortens. 
Other towns. 


" 


Covers 1,000 calls, $3.90 per 100 after- 
wards. 

According to population. Hotels, clubs, 
railway stations, public places, Xc., 
treble rates charged. 

‘Co.’s charge for a radius of 40 miles. 

State " " 

Co.’s charge per phone for 3 phones on 

| same line in 40 miles radius. 

‘Co.’s charge for service limited to 400 
calls per year. Excess calls charged 
2c. each. 

Co-operative. 


lst year and lc. a message. 

2nd Ie. " 

3rd subsequent years lc. a mes- 
sage. Messages average 535 per sub. 
per annum. 


" 
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EXHIBIT No. 2—SCHEDULE ‘B.’ 


(Copy of Letter from Union Telephone Co.) 


Dear Sirn,—Herewith we hand you copies of information requested some time since 
relative to the Union Telephone Company’s plant, and would say in addition thereto 
that this plant virtually occupies the territory known as Macosta County, Clare County, 
Isabella County, Gratiot County, Montcalm County, Clinton County, Shiawasse County, 
Midland County, and portions of Genesee County, Saginaw County, Ionia County and 
Ingham County. We have about 1,200 miles of toll line, and in the same territory the 
‘Bell’ people have about an equal number of miles of toll lines and about 400 telephones. 
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We are certain that as soon as we are able to connect with Detroit that as far as 
our territory is concerned the ‘ Bell’ people will be absolutely out of business. The 
same is true of that territory of the Citizens’ Telephone Company, of Grand R ids 
and the Valley Telephone Company, of Saginaw. Bers 


Our capital stock is $300,000 paid in, with an indebtedness of ab 
° ? b) t, , : ; 
have 138 toll stations and exchanges. No bonds. s of about $18,000. We 


Yours truly, 
(Sgd.) UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY, 


Per T.. Browntey, Jr., Secretary. 


39 Exchanges. 
99 Toll stations. 
2,584 Telephones; average rental, $15. 
1,200 Miles tol] lines. 
Capitalization per ’phone, including cost of toll lines, $126. 


Our Rates. 
Pinte Popula- Date Our ‘ Bell’ 
ake tion. Began. Photredaiie bnOnege aye | yi men nana foe 
Bini. ase Bee 
: Wry et? ‘out 
| $ $ 

Owasso Mich: (04 She Mehul. 8,696 1901 491 190 | 24 18 
MESURE CASA bi rior ole es RY siete 3,662 1900 343 | 79 16 12 
Eee Olio VIICI ds Ade hake wees sae oe SDS Sine tt eenaaen. OG oes mise ce 18 | 12 
ini Wich?;..%> BEN. Se RN a i 2,047 1899 150 4 16 | 12 
MEP FEV DM) GA ot Re aa Cyd 2, 363 1901 EE SE ieee 18 | 12 
Ithica, Mich...... RoI es hs Rie ee 2,020 1899 1 ea eet an ea 16 |. 14-12 
Ovid fl nO chea.6 SO GRC are See 1,293 MOOT pS RY TE eS a 16 12 
Clare Bi ee ay Git Rae Non 1,326 1902 90 10 18 12 
ms sees ep | a Nt aan ne are Beer 635 1900 75 By a 14 10 
Porunie: fi ieee k oA dpe ee 1,510 1902 BOSE eee 24 18 
ee Wii iar ee Conley ok vee at 935 1900 Bey Met hae nee 14-12 12 
Tc AUER Ren cess ia Ss else cee CA Ste By, BOS PAA e Oey cate 12 9 
Elsir ARNO tt een Mesa slates oh 5G 1901 PUAN Matt Aaa | 12 10 
Lyons SE May Sai Rd ccs vie Soe 5 656 1901 Pra he “cseeasia 12 12 
eG LP CT UO Ie Neng Rye gga 1,989 1899 BA. A a stent ates 16 12 
SUATILOLME NAC be tule eats 5, bo 1,243 1901 De oe egal 12 12 
UE SUES Pa te 0 a a ae 500 1899 OY Pena oe 9 9 
pep ICVO NEIGH suet y ee ed 35) HE BOG 1899 BO ee 12 12 
IDSC PUMIN ICIS Whoa ee co sid hae. he sie s 459 1899 ys iad eR Ne 12 | 9 
Muir {fae heetek crave ie eveite. efeMelate. 0's eye 566 1901 BOWL owe Grane 12.) 12 
RETA AA I td ay isdn e eee ates «5 Re aa oe 1,014 1902 Pe FRR ES A 16 | 12 
DESDE LSS BEES Ea ar eae 647 1900 30 A ee 12 9 
INEOPTICO At fetes. Sees chk, en als ot aati 1902 Or is ean ae 12 12 
Le Sy AO Sp oe ely kr 330 1902 DE Race a 12 9 
CTY sis ee ecile NOS bg isi one's hs An 641 1902 + I A Gel ge ie 1 10 
eatmisper yy Nbichiaee pivoes ds hole. es. ote SOOTY ss rae tes FY: pas Mp ect ie a 12 9 
Sheridan Foc) ya. ee Arie one 437 1901 POLE adie eae 12 | 9 
Riverdale Oko word al tous) | iain Aer mre ae 450 ar cora: reheeete eS WOR Bes eas i Lae 12 
peasSveint Vga Ree as De D7 bina shake tgs en ce Pee 9 9 
Hemlock Fo ak Rd Snes i. a SOO! Ss 3 cea: oN Geers 12 9 
Viekeryville ni. 3) 0. 2s ee eee ees LOO: |S eee FA Uh Rise te 12 | 6 
[OTe Wo a Ge See ee nee SUI. tes eee ee Pike hai Sitcanes Le 12 
Weidman, Mich \\.5..). 6... | SEH eee ees 500 1901 A a ar 9 3 
Maple Rapids, Mich...... Dis AP a eee BE alive er eee Anes Alene pomeecer 12 9 
eres aL UT) «SO ah oe a Rs, SOOM be..cee Jd) NE eae 9 ) 
PPUCAC ea arts sik sats ca) 0 sd Sere 2,134 1902 iP Al See ene | 0 
CUETO EE: ar NS iene ca apa Ia 289) [5 =. Mies 1 Sa (be en ete a ene 
Birddletom us 22... .5%: ey Mad iio r ns SOR)... seen Pa tce ies | We Py ee 
PATS ESE eS ae ee ea 300 1901 5 am OR et ate rte 12). aaa 
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‘ Popu- 
Place. lation. 

Ottumwa, Lage oes ee 20,000 
Rockwell City.....-.... 1,500 
Lows Civ he ce = 9,000 
Chased ee dos vc She sas 10,000 
CMTC RELD ps OMA i ea 3,500 
TS a ea I i a 2,800 
REE RUDY TLE Voicisccate ne le s ov alec 2,000 
SPIE IEON TS LoVe siete sae oh wish ws 5,000 
PITT DOMES Rin eo Oke Sk ais Carcit'oal ele 
EMBNOULETIG MECH Has ct ie. karina’ 1,900 
Mase GrOVG eis cic ve pact Oboes 3,600 
WV SDI EON) GAA acc coe ek 1,900 
Buy SLAC, (as Stee oe 5,200 
avinniticn Lae. ok susie tees 5,000 
PURPORT, CEG Mt 3 12 ost ent deareee oe. 2,513 
Ug EEE Vea) ARUe EF: Soe Pee a le ee 300 
PROnaV Cea Ms ak teen e 2,500 
Lng ess) AAD ecg ait toi OM a 2,000 
EDO Gr La ee och ue, waa ee ; 1,400 
LE) 6 eriVge EMT ge | BAe, are ae. 1,100 
DGtPAG 1G: 8). cleats 6a eres ee 600 
AUT Pe? EPO elec wae an © a 3,500 
Geeensburg..... ......, Mees 5,000 
Aan bon, La. Ses: 2,000 
BSAA YOVO SLA Bek, one ae oe ee 2,500 
WVieabOr bias etc os hdece et as ae 6,000 
WY teme. lise a's aches cm ih ed 1,300 
WB RLOGG Ae teal cc sole os acsent ies 15,000 
ORIEN, LA Bley et ces oe 5,000 
DETEAN CERO larie al S22 one iat 1,500 
DN GEO OO ok hs oi ok. van ee ce 11,500 
LPAI Hebe een ihr t his coke ee 700 
EN LULLED rg Fe Ses eee eee 2,000 
Villisea, Ja . 2,500 
Cheboygan, Mich........:..... 6,300 
Benton Harbour, Mich.. 6,500 
me Wie Ui Soe 0. oe 10,000 
PARRA UP = tL oth Ses OREN Nein 

Ld Oy eee OF Ree aR! Fear 95,000 
1 1) 0) ee De ae eR oe RT 

REBUT). Se cs Nah lave as tee et a ee 
AIDE, RIOT fay Ac cy cake cees 1,800 
Bote Oak iii fos ba ee 700 
PNM Wma EC SVS ROUSE Melo tid ts eae ey! 300 
Vermontville, Mich . ........ 625 
RUAdTG Se Hetl tee ooc ooo keen 400 
Pree fom | Son. eaet aes 1,400 
AHEIBOTE, 3 Wiis ts Gel ly Oc Ales ak sito 10,000 
gy WS MS ay Re PY SEE Cee ae 500 
Se egy | ins Ba vo oe sank va ks 20,900 
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Date 


Our 


Began. |Phones. 


1897 


1899 
1900 
1895 
1898 
1899 


1896 


1897 
1902 


1895 
1900 


1894 
1899 
1901 
1900 
1894 
1898 
1894 
1901 


1900 
1900 
1899 
1901 
1896 
1899 
1893 
1897 
1895 
1896 
1900 
1899 
1899 


1896 
1900 


1895 
1896 
1896 


1898 


1895 
1899 


1900 
1897 . 
1898 . 
1898 
1900 
1895 
1898 
1895 


Sie (Si Gite) @ Telye 


Our Rates. Bell Rates. 
Bell ‘ aie 
Phones. i 
B. R. Er R. 
$ $ $ $ 
200 24 12 |Mostly f ree now. 
None. 24 LA it MRR 
27 30 18 ROMS, PRES Sanat bh 
250 30 18 24 3-12 
a 18 os pee ROL eee 
Coane J fay 24 Leiria Actes Recta mates 
Wert ae 6 G 1 ise ae cee 
15 18 3A ee eee 
5 ae be 18 tie Nepean Mens 
Alas sd eee 18 1 vik seb SE ALE eee 
8 24 12 12 6 
ee 18 LEAN. | eee canes 
y 12 12 |. 42 eee 
50 18 12.1 18 12 
15 24 | 12 18 6 
ea | Ly 4 LB i aiecgt ee eae ee 
Ree oe 4 ty, 18-19). 0g eee 
YAR Oe 24 15 etek See 
200 15 12 15 12 
st AB ae 18 12 ‘eee. ela 
ee 12 Loa). s wy eee ee ee 
Tee he | 12 DoT de oo. Sel eee 
300 24 15 30 12 
ee oI meer ee ie 
2 18 12} the eee eee 
125 | 30 15 dick ce 
ites AI Ne 18 12 kee eae 
400 | 30 18 | 18-30 9 
30 14 9 12 9- 
bike aes 24 12 asus ox pale ae 
15 Bai hc da. oh Paes 
ve, ee 15 7-00 455 vn Seitee a See 
125 12 g 24 18 
95 24} 12] Anylthing. 
28 25 16 12 192) 
700 24 12 Any |thing. 
4,000 ) 20-30 | 12-18 24 12 
None 20 iD. 24 12 
Ae a 12 123) |..2 3c pee 
er age sy 12 12) « “es eee 
pl. Sa 12 13 DA AD yes d 
nae 12 12. |b oo. ee 
12 12 hn os ie eal ee 
beg ca 12 Sl yet eas ealeae 
100 18 13 12 12 
1 12 TS aay caende dutend 
944 24 19 20 12 
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25 


Former 
Bell Rates. 


B. R. 

$ $ 
75 48 
ae BE 
48 |  - 36 
Hi 94348 
36 30 
24 12 
reals we|o ag" 
36 18 
" 36 24 
vgstagelenee) 53 
oe aa hay 
Pei Pore 
36 24 
30 18 
48 36 
48 36 
42-48 | 30-36 
48 24 
24 18 
Ae a gy ag: 
net! alo ag: 
aes wal 86° 


ee vee were 


25,000 


Pe 


ey 


is) efoto ie > (elm 


ss ee eee ere 


AEC OR 


Petre ys, oe forte (619) see & % 9) '0)e 9! 4, 


Our ; 
Dividend ele, 
per cent, |PeF hone. 

$ 
Se eee 8u 
8 62 
8 62 
Good. 55 
15 40 
10 100 
De ee os 67 
15 28 
AGS eee 154 
“AER Ceo 
Com. 13 } 80 
15 79 
6 63 
25 113 
Good. 35 
40 34 
Ber: 2.94 29 
aS Ee aes 19 
10 50 
10 49 
aut 16 
12 109 

pak Res eo 25 

ON EIR oe ey 

10 63 

oe ee pe ay 
AU S| cae bee eu 2 sas 

eA oom 50 
10 67 

20 | 55 

114 41 

8 215 

8 47 

pr aes | 97 
30 | 50 

4 aye 

20 47 
‘eons Le 
ee: Sire Oe 


About 800 phones in county. Dividends 8 ¥ or better 
after sinking fund. 


‘Bell’ had 60 phones when we started but lost nearly 
all and withdrew after failure to gain new sub- 
scribers at $6 per annum. 

oe pax eat Co., assessments made for actual expenses 
only. 


‘Mutual’ Co. extends to county. Holders of $50 share 
pay only $6 per annum but two shares must be held 
for each mile of line. 


(3 Exchanges. Eagle Grove, 375, Hampton, 325, luwa 
it Falls, 300, Total, 1.000 phones. Some Farmers 
lines and 120 miles of toll lines. 


‘Bell’ in places is renting phones at 75c. per month, 
but the people wont be humbugged. 

Have 200 Farmers phones at $12 per year. 

Profits used in extensions. 


Rates to stockholders $18 and $9.60. 


System purely ‘ Mutual.’ Each subscriber pays only 
actual cost of maintenance. This in 3 years has cost 
$5 per subscriber. 


Only pushing rural lines at present, believing it will 
serve as a good lever when we get ready to push 
the town exchange. 


$12 and 56. 


The ‘Bell’ rates prior to January 1, were 51 
Licked to a 


‘Bell’ has only 400 paying subscribers. 
finish. 


Part profits in new plant. Have 300 co-operative phones 
on country lines. 
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Waterloo.... . 


Athens, Mich......... 
Tron Mountain 
Chillicothe, O 
Cleveland, O 
OPE Mi IG fe WAL 
Conneaut, O 
Ottawa, O 


op ee eese 
Dis We ewe Slee e « 4.0 « 
ols Uma SF Sw) ae © 8 e816 6 8 


Ae 00S) Sie ele 0 6 6 (0 81s. = O60 


OG) @ WIRE Nee. @. 6), 6.4) @ fel a eS Ole 


aPe Ue 4168 6 Sele lige 16.910 6,6 8 Ke 


CESSES 8 UM Oe ee eee 


Ne Vernon, O40). .7% 
RM IOULTT Ns) a) a ote 
Fostoria, O..... 
Wellington, O 
Zanesville, O 


PLS Rie et as otk cls ik ee 
Barberton, O 

Akron, O 
Cuyahoga Falls o......0.560. J 
UTC ee es. scat ue ae 
Lewisburg, O 

INE eran OF he dl ed ce 
Mifflingburg 
Watson, O 5 
Oe OY Ay usta tare clicks oe 


Washington, C. C 
Batavia, O 


BLO G0 « 0 ss eo Sites exe 6 «0s 


a) (e,.en bens. # mi @ OCs 6) «6 at 8 oe 


a Ale Jal £16 606 Mie  eule)e ie 


a 6) 66) 80 OFS.4. © 66 «on 66) 48 


oe Ob 06 e awe & She 


es 8, ee SONS SS WOO em B Le ele, 


Bryan, O 


Galion, O 
Dae en .ktnn tet GAG y Sareie ce 
Bellevue, O 
Ravenna, O 
Elmore, O 
bey To Ms aS eared eee MERLE 
Sandusky, O 
Jackson, O 
Kenton) O10 721.4 0.4 
Lorraine, O 

Lancaster, O 


i ob 9/50/10 (8 8, 6 We io 10, Ore Yin ee 


P0010 5 aie ws C7661 6) @) 6B e.e 8 oe 


2'w76) wy BWO-e ace. © ra)-0e) 016 2 60) ote 
2 ey Je ee eT he Mat Tan ars 


Pia ¥. Sie) Cle Pin COle Seo Pie's is 6 wa 


Ao ew Se Pals fe oe @ mee 
Fk (66) Oe ee 6 AS whee be so 0 Te 
Sale” Tat « formers 
ws (Siege Wid s (oN wie mae se 


© Oe 7 ele BSS eels pele eS 


Cambridge, O 
Urbana, O 


CLOG es Eee Vite) Phare!) Wis ad, e398 


Re See Te ale SRS te eee Thee ee te 


Cambridge, Penn 
York, Penn 
Johnston, Penn 
Chambersburg, Penn 
Tub, Penn.... 


ia @ Oe 06 1s) oleae. & 


RS © me wie 4 6 eso ihe 


Od fF t's [& sow He 018 


ei ae Cw Bem ar 


New Bedford, Mass............ | 


Fall River, Mass 
Sete aL GI). oY os dase bis 
Minneapolis, Minn . 
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Popu- 
lation. | 


ole «te 2 @ ace 


150,000 
7,000 
2,500 

15,000 


6,700 
18,000 


8,000 
2,300 
30,000 
5,000 


50,000 


12,000 
10,000 


7.000 
6,000 
1,050 


3,313 


8,000 
9,009 
5,000 
4,000 
1,100 
25,000 
25,000 


ig NE ORC Ns SNK an er el | 


\ 
Hh 


5,800 
10,000 
20,000 
12,000 


11,000 
6,853 


fac ge ae ea Broo | 


65,000 
~ 108,000 


450,000 | 


Date 
Began. 


— 
ioe) 
We) 
oe) 


ee 
ve) 
o 
— 


= 
<2 
oS 
e 


em 
Je} 
—) 
i) 


Our 
Phones. 


Bell 
Phones. 


a 


ee eee eee 
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Our Rates. 
B. R. 
$ $ 
12 12 
12. 1 
24-36 18-24 
24 18 
48 36 
40 24 
EN ketescad 
18 12 
24 18 
30 18 
24 18 
24 12-18 
24 12 
33 18 
24 12 
32-36 20-24 
24 12 
24 18 
24 15 
24:| 12-15 
24. 12 
24 1: 
24 12 
30 12 
24 15 
18 12-9 
18 12 
30 18 
30 18 
24 12 
24 12 
30 20 
24 12 
24 18 
24 12 
18 12 
30 18 
30 24 
24 18 j 
7 4 
36 24 
36 24 
48 30 


Bell Rates. 


B. 


see ww eee 


- eee eee 


cee Sew Lee 


R. 


Cee ie So 


eee e ae 


J» @ewreceoe 


SR were ete ee) es Ot we ee 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


SCHEDULE ‘ B’—Continued. 


Former 
Bell Rates. 
i Our 
Capital. 
R. R. 
$ $ $ 
vs itt Me Ree 10,000 
2 Aa Oe eee \gs en 
48 36 100,000 
120 84 | 2,500,900 
aver 94.1. a. 1 956,000 
OS shah oe || Speen ye 75,000 
48 36 | 75,000 
48 36 75,000 
36 24 | 100,000 
48 36 50,000 
36-48 | 24-36 20,000 
60 36 200,000 
36 18 | 50,000 
72-90 | 27-48 |350,000 St. 
350,000 Bd 
48 36 60,000 
48 30 | 10,000 
36 24 48,000 
48 36 62,500 
16 SPL | SRE oe 84,000 
17,600 Sk. 
36 18 { 12,000 Ba. 
ai Ete ete 100,000 
48 36 50,000 
Seal Pipa, 2 ERs Saar ae reat 10,000 
48 36 | 20,000 
24 12 8,000 
48 36 150,000 
i 48 75, 000 
36 18 | 75,000 
48 36 | 50,000 
oe foes | «Or ee ee 100,000 
48 24 100,000 
50 36 25,000 
60 36 25,000 
24 18 | 20,000 
60 48 200,000 
60 48 200,000 
48 24 100,000 
eae AS S| ie ee 5,000 
1,896 100,000 
125° | Var’s. 135,000 
120 66 | 1,500,000 
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Our ‘ 
Dividend |, Capital Seth 
per cent. per Phone. 
$ 

24 40 |Holders of 1 share $50 get 24% which pays the subscrip- 
tion of $12. Only one share allowed per phone. We 
operate in small towns and on Farmers’ Lines. 

OU ere Seay “Gee 
10 87 
Peo utees Soy 250 
ees 4 ey: oe: $,500 phones in operation. Building for $17,000. 
6 72 |We operate whole county in which ‘ Bell’ have only 
4 toll stations. 
12 74 Has proved one of the best. paying investments in the 
city. 
6 62 i 
Good. 97 |* Bell’ rates for 10 party lines ; ours for direct. We 
: s don’t know that the *‘ Bell” is operating in our city 
Canis Dee 59 : 
8 182 Many ‘‘ Bell” phones free and 75 per cent on party 
lines. Our entire switch capacity in use. 
8 98 
\ aad er ae Cone ¥ree intercommunication between the 3 cities at rates 
10 63 named, 
6 25 
15 61 
10-16 48 | SESS lied 
6 120 |Operating 8 exchanges in villages 500, 2,000 inhabt- 
p gO ©: 8 
tants ; with Farmers Lines through country. 200 
miles toll line. 
Sil ie 67 
2 ete Ea 138 
59 
Very good 20 
6 40 
9 45 
paeitaxt Ss 147 
12 69 
Bitate cyan e 67 
8 73 : 
8 125 | Will increase to 1,200 phones by Dee. Ist, 1902. | 
ere 134 |Switchboard and cables filled out. 500 new subscribers 
waiting. 
8 50 : 

10 92. |‘ Bell’ had 117 phones at our start. Now we have ten 
times as many by giving good service and living 
prices. 

10 59 

5 111 

6 125 

6 83 oP gs Oar 

6 40 |Members paying $40 cost of line and inst. are ap 
assessed with actual cost of working which is $3.60 
per year. : 

5 166 |Automatic switching— no operators required. 

See: Ses 170 " " Wy . 
7 Pref 215 
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{ 
| Our Rates. Bell Rates. 
Popula- | Date Our Bell | <A ss) = % 
Place. tion. | Began. | Phones. | Phones. 
B. R. B. R. 
$ $ $ $ 
Winona, Mingie sore yes bh 3) .{ 22,000 1895 700 600 30 18 | 12 12 
Duluth, Mite, Wy. fe ioe 60,000 | 1900 1,615 | 1,500 30 20; O54) 0-54 
Albertitioe, Blinn... sees... 5,000 1892 Why.) ese 30 18 |v Fea. .aunleeeteebign 
Vorname: gaa. 6 ok. oes 700 1899 | Oily ac. eee 18 12 ee ae Me see SP 
etree te. eee, , 12,000 1899 550 700 24 12 36 9 
Grand Rapids, Wis. ........... 5,500 | 1896 400 8 27 1: eee Yas 8 okt tear 
ES ge Wo a a { 7,500 1896 236 150 30 18 42 18 
Owensburg, Ky...... Bae Pee 17,000 1896 236 150 30 18 42 | 18-24 
LS (aS 220,000 1902 | 6,000 5,000 48 24 30 Anything. 
mrOn. Ov ath Ma: Sua ide $3,000" | Mele: 1 STO Uae) see 36 24. 72-36 18-26 
Rapa EN DS oe ee oe oa ae | 25,000 1894 750 600 28 | 18 30 18 
Lg BES gat Ce Eee ae ee 50,000 | 1896 | 2,500 700 36 24 48 36 
Payette, Ind ..... ;. ares Basen 25,000 1892 1,700 600 30 18 12 12 
POUEUE pete) ka ee ae 2 2,500 1899 | 1,000 500 1b 9 | 34 12 
Bluffton, (Marion)..... ..,.... 20,000 1897 | 1,200 900 30 24 | 24-48 3-36 
Ra eCOREULANA SAE CE Se ay 3 5,000 1895 | BO iccacte fee ee 24 ae RR | heh 
PeOOP SWIG.” ho! Wen te ks we ck 8,000 1895 | ° 480 150 24 15 18 15 
Mo, SSO EE ae a 2,000 TOO!) Le GOR Were 15 LS 1 thee > 2 Aad WEN EA 
RPEECEC DENN RP ol Ae Nba bad ui Oe 1,500 1901 | TAOS): aoe 18-1 oR Gee OR oda 
PMMELED Uy. cee! JOE 7 | 4,000 1896 BOO UH asiee howe 24 LH tell iy Nee eres 
PEM SOLO hss Tes lS Ds 600 1898 | 260 1 15 LS ho rae et ae 
BY stieah fs arc. “ieee ee | 12,000 1895 | 510 200 24 18; 18-36 | 12-30 
RO RMAOIUR 6 ces tuk cn 6 0d « oescs hee | 8,000 1895 800 150 24 12 24 12 
Logansport, Ind ....+....... ..-| 18,000- 1902 | 1,250 100 25 15 24 18 
PASAT GALEN sic) Sica va-0)p oul 4 5,000 1894 DOG. ae a 25 | 15 25 18 
Mustigin City, Md) io 3). | 20,000 1895 740 150 27 15 12 8 
S/o or oy) an 1,500] 1900! 400}.... ... 15 1% 1 ene 
Acadia, Ind 4.4... LIE aL aa ZOE a ahh, Us art We RE sk ios ee «| Na et ade 3 [eR soe ctl ee eee 
Lc 4 UE C1 EPR a 2,500 | 1900 GOOG 2 54,8 24 tk BR eee Sears 
PENA. TORT ee eae lex 5 | 1,976 1900 SAS TH ok bs eed, 24 LS Gatheen oy at ee Rodi 
Batley, a os. . ve tee 900 1898 PU: sre «eee 24 LS ic BaP Al a eee ee 
ae Creede Kane 89 ty calik 700 1898 5 0 al pemeeere 1 18 18 Party | Lines. 
PonewamigiMsy.. fog. 8S. 18,000 1901 400 230 36 16 30 18 
Oswega, POY ee se vo ot ee bE 3 25,000 1898 500 | 200 30°) cs paren y oe. Men 
ORITy MUNG So wt. uh, DAME els 97,000 | 1902 2,000 2,800 43 24 90 60 
PIRIAINANOD So. . ein cde e cues an 5,000 | 1901 a 2 1515 -POIP1G TT Sac I ic § 
PRMOER OD yes kink ony Bek vas 35,000 1897 600 600 30 24 | 30-54 30 
RMON os) dt See oe chin 27,000 1896 | 2,300 | 150 24 18 24 18 
Seattle, Wash.. .......... .. | 130,000 | 1902! 1,600 | 10,000 48 30 7 48 
| working claimed. 


i 
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Former 
Bell Kates. ‘ oe 
ur Bae Capital 
— a Dividend 1 
Capital. per cent. Po! Phone. 
B. R. 
$ $ $ $ 
48 SO Ee tics sie? ete 
54 54 PANU OUIE BSc emo 124 
\ RY os 15,000 7 49 \ 
60 24 20,000 6-8 36 
48 36| 18,000 12 45 
48 30 DOU! te Meer yds 
48-60 36 100,000 |On bds. 6 115 
96 Gomi, 100,000 eis dat. < 192 
Oy ae aka 2 ay phan AN SoU) hae ee 
48 36 200.000 6 80 
60 36 120.000 8 70 
36 18 SOIC le Sas cee 30 
48 SOL ates 1 Say SRE a ee ar 
48 36 SOO R I haus tas 18 
42 30 39,000 8 82 
ait Noe gt EV re aN 50,000 6 36 
CREE 4 AE oar St EB EOOO Giles ex ars 8 Ff 
May rch a eile ee ater POKOOG Alias. 86 pts. 29 
SAR APS Ta Pee ee 10,000 15 39 
49 36} 20,000 6 40 | 
48 30 | 50,000 10 64 
48 36 | 150,000 9 120 
48 36 5,000 |Satisf’y. 10 
48 36 TO OOO ts sc) Odate' 14 
De Ree EPA a lee os 10,000 5 25 
mee S19 000.1. 4.0.0 |... 20. 
RES Ss chee Ap rsuet or DOE Miiaias afte eaies <0 51 
esis ooh mm alee egal ah, 1,700 23 
Pe NOS celery Net 5,000 12 100 
60 40 70,000 6 175 
50-75 40 BOO) hs ws 0 eg nee 40 
Prin se | tr ees Roe oe. 1 ey eel 
Seu ean es 30,000 79 
72 60 AO Q00GE Ade abocle 67 
72 54 200,000 12 87. 
Fea ha BU ONC olin chasis? acer WE 


Profits put into_plant which has 


‘Automatic exchange. 


Exchange burnt down last March. Service on new 
exchange just started. ‘ Bell’ had 726 when we 
began. They gained through our fire, but don’t 
believe can keep. 

Strowger Automatic Switch. 

Private enterprise. 

ates, improves service over 100 
per cent : quadruples users. 

Dividends paid monthly in rental rebates to share- 
holders : rate tothem is $21 and $6 per annum. 
We are increasing 334 per ct. per annum. 

We put profits in extensions. 

8 to 10 per cent net profit above bond interest. 

‘Bell’ heretofore, had two to ten party lines at various 
prices. They have also tried free phones and lost 
80 per cent of such installations. People became 
disgusted and hundreds of users discontinued and 
joined our system. We are still securing 75 to 100 
new contracts weekly. We began July this year. 


W " w 
Competition reduces r 


When we began the ‘ Bell’ dropped to $12 and tried to 
run us out. 

‘Bell ‘had 500 phones when we began. 60 p.c. of their 
phones now free. 


Net earnings (5-15%) put in plant: gross earnings 207 
on stock. 
Profits used in construction. 


Have a large number of rural subscribers. 


Profits put in plant til] now have $35,000 invested. 
Would not take $50,000. 

‘Bell? forced out of business here. They only have toll 
station which does 2 p.c. of toll business. We do 
the rest. 

Profits put into plant. 

Profits put into plant. 


Bell has toll station only. 


cost $4,000 to date. 
Automatic Ex. 


Party lines 


© Bell > had 150 phones when_we began. 
decreasing. 


increased then to 230. These are now 
We are increasing. 

We start in Nov. with over 2,000 and have no party 
lines. ‘ Bell’ has 18 different rates. 


hones with ultimate cap&city of 19,000. Has 


5,560 p 
$600,000. Conduit system. 


cost over 


oS a ee eT ee 
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Cities and towns in the United States where telephone competition has not in- 
creased the cost to subscribers who are compelled to use both systems. 


Place. 


Ottunwa, Ia 
Iowa City, Ia 
Oskaloosa, Ia 


coe ee ee eure eee 


eee ee) eh eukle < 


ee ee erseaeeee| 


oN ree O65 em woes 


Greenburg, Ia........ : 
0 On Cy a | 
Decorah, Ia 
Cheboygan, Mich.... . | 
Benton Harbour 
PRE PEILES, CIVEIORE. os. oye 0 9 hake | 
Saginaw, Mich 
Bay City " 
Flint 
Cara 
Holland 
Lansing 
Tron Mountain 
RIAL ICOENG. Davis's se a tw 
Cleveland, O 
Ashtabula, O 
Mt. Vernon, O 
Fosteria, O 
Wellington, O 
Zanesville, O 
pera DAG ele a asin 3 0.5% 
Pear perton, Ow din goa.» 
PN Oe ccc o wie es aa 
Cuyahoga Falls, O...... 
Tippin, O 
Mipplingburg, O 
Washington, O ....... 
OR VERIN I WO ointaac.b att vit 
BRET SF ON ccd ico 
Sandusky, O...0 Suv... : 
Kenton, O 
Lancaster 
Cambridge 
Sp 3 Oe ee ee 
Cambridge, P 
MOR aes. ek 
Johnstown, Pa 
Chambersbury, Pa....... 
Fall River, Mass .. .... 
New Bedford, Mass 
Bacau Minn. oi. 5.5.) 
Minneapolis, Minn.... J 
Winona, Minn. ....¢.... 
Duluth, Minn 
PSIGTEA WY Tite ce shin vs eek « 
Owensburg, Ky 
Louisville, Ky 
Lunchburg, Va 
Fayette, Ind 


C1019) 8M ela a 


ee 61S 6 6 0 0/6 


eee en eere 


a 


Wile WE is) A kh 1 18'S 


Pim R) © Gd Ja lele is jee 


sere eww eer ee 


ene Bie: 5s 6 Y tle. 


Spe ele ted cawe wa) be 


PGS Awe 6) a 6 (6ile 


She? © IS eae wee ek 


OM ai ely co ae. 6: Miers e466 2 


Sle) aim ate 6 @ 


rae Sh ae eT eet ae at eee 


C9) J) wae Bt see eS 


Se C16) 6.6 616 90 we eS 


Tan Ps oy aa Wy Se ey 


a Us eels lee 


ao) 4-0, 48 8 OS 


eo oe oe ee ne 


eee ee ee 


*Mostly free. 


RATES 
NOW. 


Bell. 


Business 
phone. 
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RATES NOW. 


Independent. 
Business| Resid’nt| . 
phone. | phone. 
$ | & 
24 12 
30 18 
30 18 
18, 12 
24 12 
15 12 
24! 15 
30 18 
14 9 
241 12 
ps9) 16 
24 12 
20-80, 12-18 
20 12| 
18) 12 
24 12 
24-36 16-24 
24 18 
48 36 
24 18 
30. 18 
ea OB 
24 12 
33) 18 
24 12) 
32-36 20-24 
24 12 
24 18 
24 15 
18 12 
30 18 
30, 18 
24, 12 
24 12 
24 18 
24 12 
18, 12 
30 18 
30 24 
24 18 
36 24 
36 24 
48 30 
30) 18 
30 20 
24 13) 
30, 18 
48 24-30) 
28, 18 
30. 18! 


Total | 
present | 
cost of 3 
phones, | 


\ 


102-150) 
60 
50-104) 
72) 

90) 

72-78 up| 
76 


‘BELL’ RATES 


BEFORE 
COMPETITION. 

‘Business! Resid’nt 
phone. phone. 

$ $ 
7 48 
48 24 
48 36 
36 30 
36 18 
36 » 24 
42 30 
50 36 
36 24 
30 18 
48 36 
48 36 
42-48} 30-36 
48 24 
48 36 
48 36 
48 36 
48 36 
120 84 
48 36 
48 36 
48 36 
36-48 24-36 
60 36 
36 18 
72-90} 27-48 
48 36 
48) 30 
48, 36 
48, 36 
48 36 
72) 48 
48 36 
48) 24 
50 _ 36 
60, 36 
24 18) 
60 48 
60 48 
48 24 
125, 48 up 
96, 48 
120 66 
48 36) 
54 54 
60 24) 
60 36 
96 0 
64 64 
60) 36 


| 


| 


Total | 
cost of 2 
| rere | Annual Saving. 
com- 
petition. , 
$ | $ 
123, 87 on most. 
72 3 
84 12 
66) 24 
54 Same cost 
60; 18 
72) 3 
. 86) 8 
60} 25 
48 12 on most. 
84; 31 
84 48 on most. 
72-84 16-12 
fod a H 
84. 42 
84, 98 
84/30-12 
84 Same cost. 
204 36 
84 36 on most. 
84 Zi 
84 30-6 
60-84 0-24 
96 33-3 
54’ Same cost. 
99-138 29-36 
84) 24 
78} 15 
Sa) * 91 
= 12 
4 a 
120 24 
84) 24 
{ay Ae, 
86; 23 
96; 36 
| Same cost 
08 45 
108 48-18 
72| 18 
173 up| 23: up. 
144 36 
186 84 -36 
84) 24 
108 58-4 
84 12 
96, 6 
156, 84 downwards 
128) 
96. 36 
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EXHIBIT No. 2—SCHEDULE ‘ 0 ’— Concluded. 


RATES 
heaves RATES NOW. 
ee ee i Vobal 
/present 
Place. Bell Independent. at of 3 
° 1A ee 4 ____| phones. 
Business| Business| Resid’nt 
phone. | phone. | phone. | 
$ $ $ $ 
Bluffton, Ind.....:...... 24 30 24 78 
Connersville........ 18 24 bh: 57 
VASE teins fo aca ace 18-36 24 18} 60-78 
Colwmbie ANG s chau 6. 24 24 12 60 
Logansport, Ind......... 24 25 15 64 
Tiebanons Ind. 6 i ecic05 8 24 21 15 60 
Michigan City «oo. <ese- Ly 27 15 54 
Tena Wanda IN« Y «.cuaolet 30 36 16 82 
PU DURB AUN. Yoda aire agin 30-54 30 24; 84-108, 
DOD AVEO. fey. tte eben 24 24 18 66. 
"‘Drimidad,-Col. 3. oa: osc. + 36 36 18 90 
Grand Rapids, Mich. . 3¢ 30 20 80 


‘BELL’ RatEs 
BEFORE 
CoMPETITION. | 
Business) Resid’nt| 
phone. | phone. 
$ $ | 
48 36 
42 30 
42 36 
48) 30) 
48 36) 
48) 36 
48 36| 
60 40) 
72! 60 
72| 54 
80) 60 
50-48 | 40 


Total 
lecost of 2 
for ih Annual Saving. 
com- 
petition. 
$ | $ 
84 6 
72) 15 
78; 18 same cost. 
78| 18 
84; 20 
84; 20 
84; 30 
100; 18 
132/48-24 
126| 60 
140! 50 


ia a 12 


This statement is made up from a total of 71 completed returns received from 
the independent companies in the towns named. 
In 45 towns, two business telephones can be had for the same amount or less, than 
was formerly charged by the ‘Bell’ for one. In two towns the increased cost is only 
$1, and in one town $3, and in eight towns $6, one town $10, in three towns (ineluding 
Cleveland) $12, and in one town $18. 


EXHIBIT No. 2—SCHEDULE ‘D’’ 


OVER-CAPITALIZED Independent Telephone Companies whose operations are controlled by 
the Federal Telephone Company of Cleveland. 


Name of Company. 


i} 


Cuyahoga Telephone Co. ...... aes 


Columbiania Telephone Co 
Findlay Home Tel. Co .... 
Citizens Tel. and Mess. Co 
Lancaster Telephone Co 
Lime Telephone and Telegraph Co 
Mansfield Telephone Co 
Massilon Telephone Co 
United States Telephone Co 
Youngstown Telephone Co 
Janesville Telephone Co 
Columbus Telephone Co 
Akron Telephone Co 


Oy H. c0, 160 @, S018! Ce SOR ON'e 


gine iene ys 


oi pine fale le pew ew (0: 6 2/1/06 


Seid) ei, 6) ¥ (Rim 818. ofan Wiis 


te Once oct We ue er ec oe Tig 


es 


pie l.oe) 2) (elses (vie 4 18°, 


CeRe Deore rae Geer os 


Kietele. 616 oleh 62 Vee 8 6 


* Average per mile of toll line. 


Miles of 
Toll 


Lines. 


ee eye edhe) a OF Oe ay] 18 6 0: © 0 8.'e ROP 


ee 


} 
~ Number Bonded | Average 
of Capital. Indebted- | per 
Subscribers. ness. | Subscriber. 
9,710 3,000,000 2,233,000 539 
2, 355 300,000 200,000 219 
972 150,000 80,000 | 230 
736 50,000 44,000 | 127 
732 100,000 50,000 | 249 
870 150,000 70,000 | 253 
1575 300,000 200,000 | 317 
902 75,000 75,000 | 166 
200 2,000,000 | 1,865,000 447* 
1,747 200,000 200,000 299 
1,251 250,000 150,000 320 
6,277 705,000 650,000 216 
3,011 300,000 300,000 | 199 
Mr, FRANCIS DAGGER. 
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Order of 
Merit. 


mP w ND fF 


“NS 


18 
19 


Norway .. 


Luxemburg. 


‘Denmark 


|Bavaria 


‘Belgium. . 
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EXHIBIT No. 2—SCHEDULE ‘E.’ 


TELEPHONE RECORD OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 


Country. 


ene ee 


Sweden 


a ae 


Switzerland. 


Finland 
Imperial German 
P.O. Territory.. 


Wurtemburg ... 
Great Britain 
Holland 


eat WAR 
0 eed bi 0 l* fe 6 


eee eens 


France. 


SDAions coi tide 


ENCGSUT TA acc eee 


Italy.. 


oe ke ee ee 3S 6 x 


Hungary 


Portugal. . 


Russia... 


ei ee 


.| Exchanges only in Lisbon and Oporto ; fair rates ; 


Characteristics of Service. 


‘Very low rates ; local management of exchanges ; good rural intercourse ; 
no competition. 

Very low rates; local management of exchanges ; good rural intercourse ; 
competition. 

‘Very low rates; central management but with delegated control in some 
cases to local authorities ; good rural intercourse ; no competition. 

Very low rates; central management but with delegated control in some 
cases to local authorities ; good rural intercourse ; no competition. 

Very low rates ; local management of exchanges ; good rural intercourse ; 
no competition. 

Very low rates ; local management of exchanges ; 
competition. 

Fair rates to urban subscribers in large towns, high rates in small towns 
highly centralized management ; bad rural intercourse ; no presley A 

Fair rates to urban subscribers in large towns, high rates in small towns ; : 
highly centralized management; bad rural intercourse ; ; no competition. 

Low rates for urban subscribers but with regulations tending to restrict sub- 
urban and rural intercourse ; centralized management ; no competition. 

High rates, with regulations unfavourable to development outside towns ; 
local management in part ; practically no competition. 

High rates in three chief cities, low rates elsewhere ; management chiefly 
centralized ; bad rural intercourse ; no competition. 

High rates in large cities, low rates of recent origin in small towns ; central- 
ized management ; indifferent rural intercourse ; no competition 


good rural intercourse ; 


.|High rates ; subscribers also pay capital cost of their installations except in 


Paris and Lyons; centralized management ; bad rural intercourse ; no 
competition. 

High rates in large towns, recently introduced reduced tariff for smaller 
towns ; local management ; bad rural intercourse ; no competition. 
Fair rates but subscribers pay capital cost of their installation ; centralized 

management ; bad rural iitercourse ; no competition. 

High rates except in Rome, where competition exists; low rates in Rome 
and in small towns but under strict government supervision ; bad rural 
intercourse ; no competition except in Rome. 

High rates in towns, very low rates in villages but combined with regula- 
tions which tend to restrict competition between towns, suburbs and 
villages ; partly local management ; no competition. 

no rural intercourse ; no 
competition. 

Highest rates in Europe in chief towns ; high rates in smaller towns ; 
local management under r government rules ; 
competition. 


partly 
bad rural intercourse ; no 


Mr. 


FRANCIS DAGGER. 
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APPENDIX No. 1 
EXHIBIT No. 2—SCHEDULE ‘ Py 
Lonc-pistance Rates in European Countries, the United States and Canada. 
Distance in Miles. 
Country. OS a a a 
20 40 80 120 160 200 240 280 400 600 
c. Cc. C. C. &, $ cts.| $ cts.| $ cts.| $ cts.| $ cts 
United States 
aarer |. 22 24 48 72 See too | A 44.1" 1681, 9 a0-| 3 Be 
*Great Britain. 6 12 24 36 48 0 60 0 72 0:34° 1 1-20 1 80 
Amstria.c2 3. 12 20 28 40 40 0 40 0 40 0 40 OU eae oes 
Bavaria.. ..... 10 10 24 24 24 O24.) 0 94) 04S tee eee 
Belgium + -..; . Free. 20 20 20 20 OO can alas Pi eae eypeera. 
Denmark ...... Free. | Free. 263 AOS HEE Rey 5 Re cata coil 0 53 CRED Ne ot 
Hapland: . 3, 24 24 43 6 9 011 0 13 Os1Gr ies. aches ceune 
France ...:....: 10 10 20 20 29 038; 0O38!] 048] 066 0 96 
Germany...... 6 12 24 24 24 0 24 0 24 0 24 0 36 0 36 
POUsnC axe. 20 2A) tose a al ee eee | Aa ae ee a Dore aa th fee eae ata tA acl OP acta og 
Luxemburg... |Local rate covers free intercommunication between all points, 
Norway. nn <<: . a ie ef 13 0 13 0 13 LGN a te SEB ed eae 
Roumania..... 26 26 48 48 66 0 86 0 86 fi50) 9 he eas feed 5 eae 
Se ee ee 13 13 24 24 34 0 43 043"). /° 0.538614 O72 1 - 1-00 
PWedelsy. os... Free. | Free. 8 8 13 0 13 0 13 013] 0 20 0 27 
Switzerland.... 6 10 15 15 15 0 15 0 15 Qredehs Lee PBs 
Wurtemburg . . 10 10 10 10 LW as witeg is tle ch Pe shah Dy a ae i ae Pay eau 
| 


* Double period allowed for day rate at night. 


EXHIBIT No. 2—SCHEDULE ‘G? 


Questions addressed to owners of rural telephone systems :- - 


1. Name of organization. 

2. District covered. 

3. Population of district served. 

Total number of ’phones. 

Number of separate lines. 

Number of party lines. 

Number of ’phones on party lines. 

Total length of party lines. 

Are your lines grounded or metallic, z.e., one or two wires fo 
Are your lines iron or copper, and what size. 
Class of instrument and makers. 

Size of switchboard and makers. 

18. Cost of instruments. ‘ 

14. Cost of switchboard. 

15. Total cost of system, including poles and wires. 
16. Total cost of system without poles. 


4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


a1; 
12. 


1—c—3 


= 


r each circuit. 
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17. Yearly charge to subscribers. 
18. Cost per year of working and maintenance. 
19. Profit earned last year or 1901. 
90. Number of ‘ Bell’ phones and rates. 
21. Have you a connection with your railway or has it been refused, and by 


what company ? 


I should appreciate a letter containing any remarks about the situation in your 


locality. 


F. DAGGER. 


Replies received to above questions : — 


. East Luther Telephone Co. (Limited). 
. Township of East Luther and village of Grand Valley. 
_ Traverses a country district to Grand Valley. 
Sk: 
- Connects with Central Dufferin, which runs to Shelburne. 
. None; ’phones all owned by company. 
ée (<4 


“c 


a 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
if 
8. The whole line is 18 miles long. 
9. Grounded. 
10. Galvanized iron No. 12. 
11. Chicago Telephone (No. 17). 
12. 8x15 for two lines. 
13: 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


$11.50, plus duty and freight. 


. $1.75. 

. $720. 

. $275. 

. Business, $ . Residence,$ . 

. $2 plus allowance to treasurer, not fixed yet, but probably $10 per year. 
. 16 per cent dividend to stockholders. 

. Phones none. 

21. 


No. It was spoken of but never applied for. 


(See two letters from G. J. Campbell at end of this schedule.) 


. Co-operative Telephone Co. 
. Township of North Dorchester. 


Nineteen. 


. All one party line. 


. Twenty-five miles. 

. Grounded bridging. 

. Iron, No. 12. 

. Bridging 1,690 ohm. rings. 

. We have no Bell instruments. 


. $350 (poles and wire), instruments not included. 


. Business, $ . Residence, $ 


Mr. FRANCIS DAGGER. 
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18. 
19. 
20. "Phones none. Business, $ Residence, § 
mk 


(See letter from W. Doan at end of this schedule.) 


- Independent Telephone Company. 

- Portion of Thorah Township and all of Beaverton. 

. About 1,000. 

26. 

23. 

ibe 

Ds 

. 34 miles. 

. Grounded. 

. Two switchboards—main line. co: per, private lines iron. 
. Chicago Telephone Co., Wilhelm Tel. Mfg. Co., Buffalo, and 1 Bell. 
. 1 Board 14; 1 Board 25. 

13. $14 Chicago, $14.50 Buffalo, $8 Bell Standard. 

14. $115 and $80 complete each. 

15. $2,000 includes more lines and material for spring. 


bt pL bt 
DWH DO MOAD PW why 


17. Farm, $18; business, $15; $12 to $15 residence. 
18. Nil; have only been going 6 months. 


20. Phones, about 22; business, $15; residence, $15. 
21. They refused. I have been informed that the Canadian Pacific Railway 
and Grand Trunk Railway have an agreement with the Bell Company. 
Grand Trunk Railway refused us. 
A. C. CAMERON, 


. Farmers Union Telephone Co. 

. St. Joseph’s Island, in part. 

. Can’t say exactly. 

. 47 at present—always increasing. 


. Three at present. 

42 at present. 

. About 35 miles. 

. Yes; ground return in every case. 

10. Gal. iron wire, 12 gauge. 

11. Bridging, Chicago Tel. Supply Co. | 

12. 6 plugs each, Chicago Tel. Supply Co. 

18. F.O.B. Chicago, $10.95. 

14. For 2 plugs, $1.50 each, additional plug 50c. 
15. See accompanying letter. 


OMONTDeHPwWwoOH 


17. All subscribers are shareholders. Business, $—; residence, $—. 
18. See letter. 


20. ’Phones, 5; business, $25; residence, $— None. 
21. See letter. 
(See letter from J. Herber Young at end of this schedule.) 
Mr. FRANCIS DAGGER. 
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GRAND VALLEY, February 17, 1903. 


‘This system was inaugurated on the Co-operative Association plan, about $1,7€0 
being subscribed and calls were made up to 60 per cent. The balance of money is 
in charge of trustees and is lent out at 53 per cent. There is an Amoranth line which 
connects the East Leith Line here and the East Leith Line connects with the other 
terminus of ours, making a complete circuit from Bowling Green to Shelburne. All 
lines are profitable investment. A line will likely be built this coming summer from 
Erasus to Conn (Bell’s Corners), then the towns connected will be Shelburne, Grand 
Valley to Mount Forest, as a private line runs to Conn. 

The fee asked by the Bell Company for connection was unreasonable, $15 per 
year per phone on our line; we keep the line in repair. 

Any information will be freely given. 


Yours truly, 
G. I. CAMPBELL, 
President. 


Granp VALLEY, February 26, 1903. 


F, Dacarr, Esq., Toronto. 


Dear Sir,—Yours of the 19th received. I do not know the exact number of stock- 
bolders—I think about 80 or 100. Shares were $10 each and about $1,700 subscribed, 
some having 2 to 3 shares. I took 5 shares. 

Six phones were put in stations along the line. No charge is made by the parties 
for operating the lines as different parties were anxious to have a ’phone in the house. 

The two dollars was given a young fellow for replacing some insulators that were 
broken. 

The $15 per ’phone per year asked by the company was only for connection after 
the line was built. We were to keep it in repair, but we would have our own revenue 
over the line as far as the point of connection, viz. Grand Valley. 

Our dividend of 16 per cent is derived from a fee of 15 cents per message. This 
is paid by subscribers of tha stock as well as by outsiders not interested. There is 
no hitch in the proceedings. There is a movement on foot to amalgamate the three 
companies into one, but there is one drawback. Our company has the best paying 
line and had 40 per cent of stock not paid up and $300 in cash besides, while one 
other, viz., Central Dufferin, has all paid up and invested, and the ‘ Amoranth Com- 
pany’ has stock not paid up, but is doing not as much business. 

I will inclose a slip from a Shelbourne paper copied by the ‘Grand Valley Star 
and Vidette.’ 

Any information you desire will be willingly given. 

I think ours was the first co-operative company formed for telephone as far as I 
am informed. 

Yours truly, 


G. I. CAMPBELL. 


HarrIeTsvILLe, Ont., Feb. 17, 1903. 


F. Daccrr, Esq., Toronto, Cnt. 

Dear Sir —Until within a few weeks we had no Bell instrument in this township. 
They are now building a tap to Dorchester station, placing one instrument there. The 
‘Bell’ people have a trunk line running from London to Ingersoll, and this line passes 
about five miles north of Dorchester station. The residents of Dorchester station 
waited on the Bell officials, and before they would talk business at all they had to have 
a bonus of $150 from Dorchester residents. 
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Our line in part has been in existence for some ten or eleven years. Most of it, 
however, was financed through during the winter of 1901-2 by myself and others who 
became interested. We have no ‘Bell’ instruments, as they would give me no infor- 
mation about line and telephones made by them. So we went where we could get satis- 
faction, and so far are well pleased. We have carbon transmitter and Bipolar receiver 
and two-cell battery box. Our line is all one-party bridging line at present, each having 
his own ring. | 

We have no trolley or electric wires to contend with. Our line works so well that 
on a clear day a watch placed at the transmitter in my office can be heard tick at the 
instrument nine miles from here. I am near centre of system. We have no switch- 
board. We have telephone connection with the Canadian Pacivie Railway both at 
Harrietsville station and also at Putnam. We sold the instruments to the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. They paid me for them. If there are any more items in the Toronto 
papers re private telephone company have: them send me a copy. 

Can we work grounded return system satisfactorily where we cross a trolley wire ? 
Will we get cross talk on grounded return where several wires are carried on one set 
of poles? We are talking of extending our lines, and consequently ask the question, 

I feel that independent lines are going to have a turn now, especially farmer lines. 


Yours truly, 
W. DOAN, 
President of Telephone Co. 


JOCELYN, Feb. 16, 1903. 
F. Daacer, Esq. 


Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 10th instant re party telephone lines received and 
carefully noted. 

The telephone situation here, both past and present, is as follows :—About five 
years ago a Mr. McLerman proposed to the three townships comprising our island that 
if the islanders would furnish the poles and give him a bonus of several hundred dollars 
he would give them telephone connection with the Canadian Pacific telegraph system 
on the north shore. This was done, and he built about 25 miles of line radiating from 
Richards Landing. The charge was 10 cents a message, and in the case of telegrams 
the telephone was free, the Canadian Pacific Telegraph Company (I understand) giving 
Mr. McLerman a percentage of all collections. This was all right as far as it went, 
but it did not go far enough to suit the farmers here, who two years ago asked of Mc- 
Lerman permission to plug on to his system at will for 10 cents a message, which was 
granted. 

I am a farmer living seven miles from Richards Landing, near Jocelyn. In 
company with a few of my neighbours we made an estimate of the cost as near as we 
could, and ealled a meeting of those interested, 20 in number, drew up an agreement 
binding each subscriber to pay his share of the cost of a party line from Tailars En- 
campment to Jocelyn, a distance, including spurs, of nine miles. Hach member got 
out his eleven poles, or paid 40 cents a pole, whichever he chose. . 

Our wire and insulators cost $5.50 per mile, and construction about $10 per mile. 
The latter was let by tender to a resident here, who also installed ’phones and made a 
first-class job, though he knew nothing of telephony before. 

The cost of the 9 miles of line (exclusive of poles) was about $140, or $7 per man, 
The ’phones on our lines are 1,600 a line. Bridging are as good for 100 miles as for one 
mile. And will ring 20 ’phones on a 40-mile line (cost laid down here, $14). Several] 
other communities, as you will see by reference to the diagram, followed our example. 

By a mutual arrangement each section has the use of all the others by asking for 
it, the connection being provided for by Plug Board, costing $1.50, and an extension 


costing $3. 
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It is not advisable to have more than 15 ’phones in a section, as the signals would 
be confusing. It has been our aim to make this service as free as possible, but thera 
is one item, that of attending to the connection, which will have to be paid for. This 
item could be provided for by a charge of 10 cents a message to non-subscribers, but 
we are not incorporated and cannot enforce payment till we are. I would like to sea 
such legislation enacted as would give free or practically free incorporation to com- 
panies such as ours. I believe that the people, both in town and country, should own 
and control their own telephone service. I also believe that they can and will. I 
believe that all obstacles in the way of this ought to be removed by legislation. 

As to the cost of keeping the line in repair, it is nil with us; the first person to find 
broken wire fixes it. 

If I can give you any further information, let me know, and I will do so. 


Yours truly, 


J. HERBER YOUNG, 
Secretary F. W. T. Co. 


Copy of letter received from The People’s Co-operative Telephone Company, Thornton, 
Indiana, U.S.A. 


President, WM. FISHER, | Treasurer, EK. P. DUNBAR, 
Bowers, Ind. Bowers, Ind. 
Secretary, B. O. CLOUSER, Gen. Mer., M. L. Ciouser, 
Darlington, Ind. Thornton, Ind, 


PEOPLE’S CO-OPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY. 
Service at Actual Cost, not exceeding 25 cents per month. 


Mr. F. DAGGER, THORNTON, IND., June 2, 1901. 
Toronto, Canada. 


Dear Sir,—*<Summary.) Yours of 28rd received. Our Telephone Company is 
co-operative throughout. Fifty towns, with 7,000 subscribers, in the association. 
Each town has its own company, incorporated under the State laws. The companies 
form the above company. Each town builds one-half of the connecting lines between 
it and other towns. 

All service, including long-distance, free to subscribers. 

The first cost to subscriber averages about $25. 

All revenue from non-subscribers goes into a fund for repairs. 

Our goods are first-class; bridging bells used on party lines. 

Generally iron wires, grounded or common return (No. 12 iron wire, insulation and 
pins, cost about $8 per mile). 

Party lines in rural districts. Good results. 

At no place in our system are the monthly dues in excess of 50 cents, in some places 
as low as 15 cents. 

Yours truly, 
M. L. CLOUSER. 


Water.oo, Micu., July 2, 1901. 
Mr. F. Daacer, Toronto, Canada. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to yours of June 21, will say: The Rural Telephone Com- 
pany is a co-operative company. Its stockholders are farmers. Incorporated for 
$10,000. 

Our lines are nearly all country lines, averaging 10 miles in length with 12 to 
14 subscribers on a line. Our lines touch about 13 towns and villages. We connect with 
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other independent exchanges where possible. We operate one local exchange (one 
subscriber on a line). . 

Cost of construction per subscriber, $35 to $40. 

We use 12 gauge iron wire—grounded circuit. 

The Rural Company has 200 subscribers. Each subscriber must rent one *phone 
for every $50 in stock which he holds. 

Our rates are $12 per year. 

The company has free connection with 200 subscribers in other companies, 

We have about one-thi:d more subscribers than stockholders. 

We collect toll of all subscribers. This gives our stockholders telephones free, or 
in other words, to pay a dividend of 24 per cent. 

The Bell did compete with us, but now has given it up and now connects with 
us. 

Yours respectfully, 


LYNN L. GORDON, 
Secretary R. T. Co. 


The CuairMAn (Referring to Exhibit No. 2, Schedule F.)—The rates for Canada 
and the United States are apparently the highest in the world. There is nothing to 
compare with them. 


Mr. Maciean.—Those are the charges for three-minute conversations, are they not? 
Mr. DaccEer.—Yes. 


By the Chairman : | 
Q. Three minutes in the daytime and half the rate at night. These are day rates, 
are they not?—A. These are all day rates. 


The CHamman.—The rates, according to this schedule, in Canada and the United 
States are the highest in the world, being 100 per cent higher than in Great Britain, 
and more than that in comparison with other places, as you will see when you analyse 
the schedule. But it is sufficient for the people to know that at present we have the 
pleasure of paying 100 per cent more in Canada and the United States than in any 
other part of the known world. 


By Mr. Grant : 
Q. Are the rates for Canada and the United States the same—are they bunched 
together ?—A. Yes. 
By Mr. Boyce: 
Q. Are they separated anywhere, Mr. Dagger—Canada and the United States— 
so as to show the relative rates?—A. They are the same. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. They work together, the telephone companies here and in the United States{ 
—A. Yes. 


The Cuamman.—That is a very important schedule. 
Mr. MacitEeaN.—That report was dated what ? 
The CHamMan.—March, 1903. | 


Mr. Mactean.—So that practically he endorses those general principles to-day. 
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Q. Up to what date were those figures in the statistics?—A. The majority of them 
were up to date. 

Q. That is up to the date of the report?—A. In some cases I had to go back as far 
as three years. They were taken from various sources. 

Q. Would any be closer than December 31, 1902?—A. Yes. 

Q. Some would be quite close to the date of the report?—A. Yes, in fact this infor- 
mation in regard to the rural systems of Canada is quite up to date. 


Q. Have you collected any information as to how the conditions have changed since 
then ?—A. Yes, I have information. 


Mr. Maciean.—You say you have a report from Beaverton ? 


The CHamman.—Yes, I will put that in. This information in regard to the East 


Luther Telephone Company will also be put in. There is a lot of information here 
of a detailed character. (See Exhibit No. 2, Schedule G.) 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. There is something in regard to St. Joseph’s Island?—A. Yes, copies of letters 
from J. Herber Young, who sent the information. (See Exhibit No. 2, Schedule G.) 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Are there any other municipal systems besides the three you mentioned ?’—A. 
In Canada? 
Q. Yes.—A. Not in Canada. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Are you aware that the Beaverton company has been taken over by the Bell 
Company ?—A. Yes, it is only a small system. About 20 subscribers. 

Q. I would like to know if its taking over has resulted in a permanent reduction 
in rates?—A. No, I am not in possession of that information. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. As to the price at which these several telegraph companies can be purchased it 
seems to me that the sums mentioned are extraordinarily low?—A. Well, I do not 
give those as the prices at which they can be puchased. I simply meant to convey 
an approximate idea of what the actual value of their poles and wires is. Of course 
these companies may have real estate and other property which the Government would 
not take over, but that estimate is simply as a guide of what it wil) cost to duplicate 
the system at present. 

Q. Is that for the entire system—telegraph and telephone systems in the whole 
eountry ?7—A. The outside portion of it. 

~ Q. What do you mean by the outside portion ?—A. The poles and wires. 

Q. Not including the office apparatus ?—A. For instance, if the State, in my 
opinion, took over the telegraph or telephone business they would probably adopt 
some up-to-date apparatus and a large amount of the apparatus in use at the present 
time would be obsolete. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. With regard to the schedule of rates you have submitted here, do you regard 
that schedule as correct—as being the actual fees and tolls charged in Canada ?—A. 
Approximately, yes. They are on the basis of one-half cent per mile, or three-fifths 
cents per mile—that is the Bell Telephone Company’s tariff. 

Q. Have you taken any steps to ascertain what are the actual tolls charged. 
For instance, here is a rate here for 120 miles of 72 cents. I do not think that re- 
presents the Canadian tolls /—A. There is a possibility they are higher. 
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Q. Between Ottawa and Montreal, which is about that distance, I think the rate 
is 50 cents, and you have in your schedule 72 cents. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. Taking New York at 500 miles, it is $2.50. You have it 400 miles, how much? 
—A. $2.40. While I have not followed the Bell Telephone Company’s tariff closely 
in the last three years, I know at the time that the tariff was made up, the Bell’s 
general rate was three-fifths of a cent per mile for a three-minute conversation. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. What is the rate between Ottawa and Toronto to-day? 


Mr. Boyce—$1.25 in the day and 75 cents at night, I think. 


THE CHaiRMAN—How many miles ?—A. About 250. That is about half a cent 
per mile. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Does the Bell Telephone Company charge a uniform rate of so much per mile 
from all their stations ’—A. Oh, no; they have exceptions. In some cases you have 
to pay 25 cents for a short distance. You cannot speak 20 miles for ten cents; you 
cannot speak over any distance for less than 25 cents on the long-distance *phone. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. In those cases where municipal] telephone systems have been installed is there 
competition in every case with private corporation telephones /—A. In Great Britain, 
yes. 

Q. I mean in Canada, I know there is in Great Britain ?—A. No, not in Nee- 
pawa. 

Q. What has been the effect generally, as far as you have observed, upon the Bell 
Telephone Company of the installation of the municipal system at Port Arthur and 
Fort William ?—A. The effect has been to increase the number of telephones in use 
in the municipality and to reduce the number of the Bell’s paying ’phones. Of course, 
with regard to the Bell Telephone Company in Port Arthur and Fort William—it 1s 
a pretty well known fact that they have a large number of dead heads which they 
keep on just in order to pad their directory. 

Q. That came under your observation, did it, that they had made some arrange: 
ment like that?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Did they attempt to meet the local rate in either of these towns—the Bell Tele- 
phone people?—A. They have done so. I have here some information with regard to 
it. On December 1, 1902, the Fort William Municipal system had 90 business ’phones 
and 210 residence, while the Bell had 110 ’phones before the competition commenced, 
and the note that I got from the Mayor of Fort William was to the effect that now 
‘ the Bell have not very many, but I cannot find out the number as they do not publish 
a directory now. They are giving free telephones in some cases, but they cannot get 
subscribers.’ 

Q. There is no interchange of business between the two systems?—A. No. 

Q. What does the telephone for business purposes in Port Arthur cost ?—A. $24 
for business and $12 for residence. 

Q. And the Bell is nominally the same 2A. The Bell is nominally the same now, 
but the Bell rates before there was competition was $30 for business and $25 for resi- 
dence. Wn Port Arthur the municipal system had on December 1, 1902, 205 business 


*yhones and 100 residence phones. 
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Q. Have you anything with regard to the result of the operation of these systems ?— 
A. I haven’t it here. 

Q. What do you know of it generally; how has it resulted to the municipalities ?— 
A. I understand that they show a small profit, a very small one. But still they are 
paying expenses—they claim that. 

Q. Have they any up-to-date plant?—A. The plant is absolutely up-to-date. 

Q. And do they give good service?—A. Good service. 

I have also here a letter which was written to me by the secretary-treasurer of the 
town of Neepewa on the municipal system. 

Q. What are their rates there?—A. Their rates are $10 for residence and $20 for 
business. 

Q. Who is the secretary-treasurer?—A. Mr. Pattison, and he writes me as fol- 
lows :— 


(Exhibit No. 3). 
Neepawa, Man., August 17, 1903. 


Dear Sir,—Replying to your letter of the 12th instant, this town started to 
operate its own telephone system four years ago. We had one hundred subscribers at 
that date, and our switchboard capacity was 150. We havesince had so many additional 
subscribers that it has now become necessary to put ina larger switchboard, and we 
raeditate putting in a 400 drop board. The cost when first installed was some $8,000, 
but as we run it in connection with the electric lighting system, which is also owned by 
the town, it is difficult to give quite the exact cost of installation and of operation. 
Our charges are: For domestic purposes, $10 per year; commercial, $20. These rates 
are sufficient to enable us to give a good all-night service, which has proved entirely 
satisfactory, and to pay both interest and sinking fund, and show a cash surplus. 
ahere is no question but what we can operate it both satisfactorily to the subscribers 
and also profitably to the town. The fact that we have installed one telephone t) 
every eleven of the total population of our town shows that it is well patronized by 
the ratepayers. The Bell Telephone Company had a plant installed here prior to ou. 
own venture, but when we opened up they withdrew entirely, took out their poles, 
lines, &e.- Their rates, I believe, were $25 to $35. They afterwards reduced them tv 
$15 and $25, but they found they could no longer do business here once our system 
was started. Our system is ‘ metallic circuit,’ put in by Ness, McLaren & Bate, Mon- 
ireal. The population of our town at last census was some 1,600. 


Yours truly, 
JAS. W. PATTISON, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 
Francis Daccer, Esq., Toronto, Ont. 


Q. Do the same conditions apply with regard to the electric lighting system being 
cwned by the town of Port.Arthur ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Neepewa is on the Bell’s trunk system?—A. Yes. 


The CuairMan.—I think it would be well if we could have some person from there 
to give us some information. 


Mr. Burrows.—The member for that district lives in Neepewa and was mayor of 
that town, and I think he would be able to give us full information. 


Wirness.—You asked me a short time ago whether there was any other municipal 
system besides those I have mentioned; it had just slipped my memory at the time, but 


the town of Edmonton, on January 1, took over the local telephone there. Of course, 
there is no result reported yet, and I have no further information. 
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By Mr. Boyce: 
Q. They took over the telephone system from whom ?—A. From a private telephone 
company. 
Q. Was that for Edmonton only ?—A. For Edmonton and district. 
Q. Has the Bell an agency there?—A. They have an agency there. 
Q. You have not heard of any other municipal system 2—A. T know of no others 
Of course, there are a number of independent companies. 


By Mr. Grant : 
Q. With regard to the town of Neepewa, have the Bell withdrawn from there ?— 
A. The statement is that they have taken out their poles and wires. They may have 
one pay station there; I do not know. ; 


Mr. Rocue.—Yes, they have one. 


By Mr. Boyce: 

Q. In these places, are there no long-distance lines—in Neepewa, Port Arthur, Fort 
William or Edmonton ¢—A. Yes, the Bell have long-distance lines and pay stations in 

some of them, if not all. 

Q. Yes, but there are no long-distance ’phones in Port Arthur or Fort William, 
are there?—A. No; the system is only in the immediate locality. You see, Fort 
William and Port Arthur are isolated. 

Q. And the same conditions apply to Neepewa ? 

Mr. Rocue.—No, the trunk line of the Bell system goes through Neepewa. 


Q. But there is no direct connection with subscribers to the municipal system for 
conversation, is there /—A. No. 

Mr. Mactean.—You would have to go round to the pay station if you wanted to 
speak to Winnipeg. 


By Mr. Boyce: 
Q. I believe that they have recently opened a line from Minneapolis?—A. Pos- 
sibly. | 
Q. I know you can speak from Winnipeg to Minneapolis, but there is no pos- 
sible means of communication existing at present between the municipal *yhones at 
Neepewa, for instance, and the long-distance line?—A. No, but at Fort William and 
Port Arthur the municipal exchanges are connected. 
Mr. Rocuz.—I have called up residents of Neepewa and they have had to come 
down to the long-distance station to speak. 


By Mr. Boyce : 

Q. And the Bell telephone never interchanges traflic with the local and municipal 
phones such as they have on St. Joseph’s Island?—A. No. ; 

Q. There are also two other cases in which the conditions were somewhat peculiar, 
Port Arthur and Fort William. Those are municipal systems; and then there is that 
farmers’ system on St. Joseph’s Island in Algoma. T think it would be advisable to 
get some information with regard to all these systems. 

Wirness.—I may say I have put in a letter from St. Joseph’s Island, showing that 
they have a very good system. (See Exhibit No. 2, Schedule G.) 

Mr. Borce.—Yes, I have seen that system, and I think it will be very advisable to 
get some evidence from there. 

Wirness.—I may say I have later information regarding Neepewa; and also Port 
Arthur and Fort William, but it would take up too much of the time of the committee 
to read it now. 


i then adjourned. 
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CoMMITTEE Room, 
Monpay, March 27, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Mr. AupHEus Hoover, of Green River, Ont., sworn. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You live at Green River?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is your occupation ?—A. A flour miller. 

Q. I believe you organized a private telephone company in your neighbourhood ?— 
A. I did. 

Q. How many members has it, and who are the members? Roughly, giving us a 
little sketch of the company ?—A. We started with a membership of 20, 20 subscribers, 
and 14 miles of line was the proposed mileage at that time. Shall I give you the points 
we took in in that? 

Q. Yes—A. We commenced our line at Markham village, in York county, and 
went eastward to Locust Hill; from Locust Hill to Green River, from Green River to 
IWhitevale and from Whitevale to Brougham. 

Q. Who were the owners of the line, yourselves, the company ?—A. Yes, the 20 
subscribers. 

Q. And you paid for the construction and the cost of the instruments?—A. We 
did. We bought our poles, erected them, and gave the contract for stringing the wire 
and installing the telephones to a company. 

Q. Well, now, is that line in existence ?—A. It is/ sir. 

Q. Have you extended it?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many miles are there now, and how many subscribers?—A. The present 
company have 25. We had more, but we sold a portion of our line running southward 
through Scarboro towards Toronto. We sold that to a few gentlemen knoymn now as the 
Scearboro Telephone Company. i 

Q. Well, can you tell us roughly what that line cost you ?—A. The 14 miles ? 

Q. Yes.—A. It cost us $48 per subscriber. 

Q. That is each subscriber put in $48, then he was an owner of the eompany, and 
his instrument was paid for?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the only thing left then was the maintenance of the line?—A. That is- right. 

Q. And do you have a good connection with your various subscribers, one with the 
other ?—A. Yes, we have. 

Q. Satisfactory conversations!—A. Very satisfactory. 

Q. Now then, who are the men in this private line?’ Give us some idea of their 
occupation ?—A. There is only myself in the flour milling business. 

Q. You are a flour miller?—A. Yes. 

. How many farmers ?’—A. Five. 
. Five farmers ? How many business men ?—A. There are eleven, including our- 


a LOL— 


selves. 
. And is there a doctor on the line?—A. Yes, there are two doctors. 

. I'wo doctors on the line?—A. And two veterinary surgeons. 

. And two veterinary on the line?—A. Yes. 

. Are there any others?—A. We have installed other telephones, but these are 
the original 20. 

Q. What others have you installed ?—A. We have taken in at Greenwood, two 
miles east from Brougham, quite recently, another merchant who is also the township 
division court clerk, also two farmers. 

Mr. ALPHEUS HOOVER. 
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Q. He is the division court clerk ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And among your farmers have you any stock-breeders ?—A. Stock-breeders ? 
ee Q. What stock-breeders are on your line /—A. The firm known as John Miller & 

ons. 

Q. They are prominent stock-breeders —A. Stock-breeders, yes, Shorthorns and 
Clydesdales. 

Q. And Graham Bros., are they on the system ’—A. No, they are not. We have 
connection with those people, not with them personally, but we go into Claremont. 

Q. Now tell us, Mr. Hoover, in as short a form as you can, the effort your company 
made to obtain connection with the Canadian Pacific station at Locust Hill? First of 
all, tell me, do most of the people who are subscribers in your company do business 
with the C.P.R. as customers, as passengers, and giving and receiving freight ?— 
A. Yes, I think that with the exception possibly of three subscribers who live in Mark- 
ham, and of course right at the Grand Trunk there, I think all others are really patrons 
of the OP: 

Q. You are all patrons of the O.P.R. 7A. Yes. ; 

Q. That is, you travel by it ?—A. We travel and get our goods. 

Q. And you ship by it ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You get all your freight, how ?—A. By C.P.R., we have always done so. 

Q. Now, tell us, have you made any effort to have your line put in the C.P.R. 
station at Locust Hill ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And whether you succeeded or not 2—A. I made application to our agent, our 
O.P.R. agent at Locust Hill. 

Q. Yes ?—A. He was very favourable, would like to have the telephone, and I 
think he took the matter up with Mr. Timmerman, at that time divisional superin- 
tendent. 

Q. At Toronto ?—A. And I visited Mr. Timmerman myself. He approved of it 
but what became of it after that I am not in a position to state. I think it was no 
doubt handed on to his superior officer. 

Q. And then what happened 2—A. I waited possibly a month and became anxious. 
We wanted to finish the equipment of the line by installing as we expected the tele- 
phone in Locust Hill station and not getting any reply I wired to Sir Thomas Shaugh- 
nessy at Montreal. 

Q. Yes ?—A. And asked him to grant us the privilege of installing the telephone 
at Locust Hill. In the course of a couple of hours I got a reply saying that owing to 
an agreement which existed between the railway company and the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany he was unable to grant the privilege of installing a telephone there. 

Q. Did he ever send you a copy of that agreement ?—A. He did. 

Q. Have you got it ?—A. I have not. It was handed over to the Crown Attorney 
of Ontario county. 

Q. Then that agreement is part of the record in an action that was entered, I think, 
to compel service being given ¢__ Ay Yes, sit. 

Q. Have you got a copy of it 2 I would like to produce 1 and ask Mr. Hoover 
if it is a copy. The C.P.R. deliberately declared it was their policy by reason of this 
contract with the Bell Telephone Company not to allow any private telephone company 
or any company other than their own, to have access to their railway stations. Was 
that not the substance of it ?—A. That is right. 

Q. Mr. Hoover, I would like to know what arrangements you made, after the 
refusal of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company to let you enter their stations, to do 
business with the station at Locust Hill in regard to the telephone?—A. We installed 
a telephone as near the station as possible in a private house. 

Q. Yes ?—A. We gave those people of course free access to the telephone over our 

i i i ‘ng to the railway station and 
line and we paid them 5 cents for a messenger service going 
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Q. That is every time any of your subscribers desired to make inquiry of the 
Locust Hill agent you must telephone your local agent at Locust Hill and he must 
either cross over, or send a messenger over, to ask the question and then come back and 
telephone you ?—A. He has got to, yes. He has either got to go or send a messenger, 
that costs us 5 cents each time. 

Q. Each time?—A. Each time that he makes an inquiry. 

Q. And it would be a great convenience to you if you could have direct connection 
without this station?—A. Yes, it certainly would. 

Q. And what are the nature of the questions that you asked the Canadian Pacific 
Railway agent ?—A. As to the arrival of goods ? 

Q. Yes.—A. Freight. 

Q. Whether the trains are on time ?—A. Yes, that is a question. Of course we do 
not bother about the train service. 

Q. Just about freight?—A. It is generally freight, a matter of business. We take 
it for granted that the train service in the passenger way is generally pretty good. 


Mr. MacitEean.—Now I am going to put in this correspondence and this letter. 
Mr. Grant.—What is that, the agreement? 


Mr. Macitean.—Yes. It is not the original, but we can put it in now. I want to 
read it. I am going to read it and ask Mr. Hoover if that is the agreement that was 
sent to him. 


Mr. Grant.—It would not be evidence. 
Mr. Maciean.—It would not be called evidence. 
Mr. Granr.—It is a newspaper reprint. 


Mr. Maciean.—But I was going to read it to him, and ask him if that is what he 
was told. 


The Wirness.—We had a certified copy of the agreement, — 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. I beg your pardon ?—A. The Canadian Pacific Railway gave us a certified copy 
of the agreement. 

Q. Well, there is Sir Thomas Shaughnessy’s telegram to you. I would like you 
to read that, and then I shall ask if that was not correct. Is that document shown to 
you the agreement (a certified copy of which was given to you, so far as you can judge) 
between the Canadian Pacific and the Bell Telephone Company ? It is down at the 
bottom of the column ?—A. This part that is marked here? Yes, I think that is all 
' right, Mr. Maclean. 


Mr. Grant.—Read it. 


Mr. Mactean.—I will read it, it will only take a very short time. 


(Exhibit No. 4.) 
‘Montreal, February 5, 1903. 
“A. Hoover, Locust Hill. 
‘Very sorry that we cannot comply with your request unless it be with the consent 
of the Bell Telephone Company, with whom we have a contract for privileges in our 


stations. 
‘T. G. SHAUGHNESSY?’ 


Mr. Macteran.—This is Sir Thomas Shaughnessy’s telegram to Mr. Hoover. That 
accounts for the reason why this private company could not get into the station, be- 
cause of this contract. Well then, here is the contract: 
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(Exhibit No. 4a.) 
“ CONTRACT. 


‘This agreement executed in duplicate at the city of Montreal, in the province of 
Quebec, the first day of May, 1902: By and between the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada, Limited, a body corporate, having its principal offices in the said city, here- 
inafter called the telephone company; and a 

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, a body corporate, having its principal 
oflice in the said city, hereinafter ealled the railway company. Witnesseth: 

That the said parties have covenanted and agreed as follows: 1. The telephone 
company will furnish to the railway company, at all points in the Dominion, and where 
ii may now or hereafter have exchanges, telephone connections between the offices and 
stations of the railway company and the exchanges of the telephone company free of 
charge. It will also issue to the officers of the railway company annual passes or franks 
good over the long-distance lines of the telephone company and free telephone ex- 
change connection, and maintain during the term of this contract a local exchange in 
the head office of the railway at Windsor Street station, Montreal, affording ‘com- 
munication with the different offices, as well as with the said local exchanges of the 

telephone company in the city of Montreal. 
. 9. The railway company will furnish annual passes to the officials of the telephone 
company over its own railway and telephone lines, and lines leased or controlled by 
said railway company, and will also furnish free transportation to the employees of 
the telephone company over said railway lines in Canada. 

3. The telephone company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone in- 
struments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the rail- 
way company throughout the Dominion of Canada, when the telephone company has, 
or may, during the life of this contract, established telephone exchanges, it being un- 
derstood in connecting with new exchanges being established that the railway company 
will be given a fair service sufficient for its business. 

4, And each company, so far as it may properly do so, without prejudice to its own 
business, grants to the other company facilities for carrying its wires and lines through 
or over the poles, subways, bridges and other premises, on equitable terms, to be agreed 
upon. And the railway company will not grant similar facilities to any other tele- 
phone company. 

5. The number of annual passes or franks, free telephone connections and extent 
of free transportation shall be determined from time to time by the president of the 
railway company and the president of the telephone company, as the expansion of both 
companies may require, and such passes, franks and telephone connections shall only 
be issued, on written application of an officer of either party, as designated by the 
president of each company. 

6. The terms and conditions of this contract, as applying to the C.P.R., shall also 
- apply to the C.P.R. Telegraph Company, and it is further understood and agreed that 
where telephone connection with local exchanges is required for an office of either of 
the above, the agent for which carries on any other business, or acts as agent for any 
other company, he shall pay one-half the regular exchange rates, and the company or 
companies herein represented by the C. P. Railway Company shall pay nothing for 


their services. 
4%. This agreement shall remain in force for a period of eight years from the date 


hereof. 
Tn witness whereof each of the said parties has caused to be set hereto its corporate 


seal and the signatures of the officials below named. | 


[SEAL. ] C.P.R. Co. by D. McNICOLL, Sea 

Bell Telephone Co., by C. F. SISE, Second Vice-President. 
: President. A. R. G. HEWARD, 

CHAS. P. SCLATER, Assistant Secretary. 


retary-T reasurer. 
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Mr. Smitu.—What was the date of the contract ? 
Mr. Macrean.—1902 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Mr. Hoover, was some action taken by your company, or some one representing 
your company, in connection with the grand jury in the county of Ontario ?—A. That 
was in the county of York. 

Q. Yes, in the county of York ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Tell us in substance what that was.—A. Well, 

Q. You went, I think, to the Attorney General of Ontario ?—A. Yes. 

@. You stated your case ?—A. Yes. 

Q. He referred you to the crown attorney of York?—A. Yes. 

Q. You stated your ease and he instituted some kind of a suit in the courts of the 
country against the Bell Telephone Company and the railways, his contention being 
that it was against public policy to refuse to allow your company entrance to that 
station. And what happened in that suit ?~A. We had 

Q. It was heard before the grand jury, was it not ?—A. No, we had the trial 
before two magistrates, and then we went before the grand jury of York. 

Q. Yes ?—A. Those two magistrates agreed to disagree. That is why we went ‘a 
the Attorney General and secured a new trial. Well, County Crown Attorney Dewart, 
of York county, then took the matter up. It went before a certain judge in Toronto, I 
just forget who, and he said that the agreement and not the refusal, if I remember 
rightly, was the offence, and the fact of it having been made and signed in Montreal 
in the province of Quebec put it out of his jurisdiction. 

Q. So practically you were non-suited, or no decision was reached ?—A. Non-suited, 
there was no decision. ; 

Q. And on a technicality it was thrown out ? That suit has not been prosecuted 
since ?—A. It has not. 


By Mr. Grant : 


Q. You had the judgment of the magistrate first ~—A. I beg your pardon 2 

Q. You had the judgment of the magistrate’s court first 2—A. Yes. 

Q. What was the charge laid before the migistrate ? Oan you tell us ?—A. It 
was a criminal charge. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Combination is it not ?~A. Combination to hinder the barter .nd sale and 
transportation of goods and so on. 
By Mr. Smith : 
Q. What is the name of your company ?—A, —— 
By Mr. Demers : 
Q. You did not succeed before the grand jury ?—A. No. 
Mr. Macirean.—The grand jury made a case. 
By Mr. Smith : 


Q. We have not got the name of your company.—A. The Markham and Pickering 
Telephone Company. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. You also had some correspondence had you not with people who were in similar 
circumstances and had been refused like accommodation at Port Arthur 2—A. Yes, 
sir, a great many cases. 
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Q. You had other cases come to your attention ?—A. Yes. 
(Q. Of people under similar circumstances ’—A. Yes, I think several. 

Q. Well, have you had any communication with the Bell Telephone Company 
since ? Can you tell us whether they were in business in the locality 2—A. They were 
not. We had asked the Bell Telephone Company a number of times. 

Q. To do what ?—A. To build a line or give us telephonic communication at those 
points ? 

Q. Yes ?—A. And they practically wanted us to build the line and give it to 
them, and then pay them a rental of about $175 a year, if I remember rightly. 

Q. For the whole line or was it for your rrivate line?—A. Per ’phone, Bell line. 

Q. Per ’phone they asked you $175?—A. They did not ask me that, but one of our 
present subscribers told me that he had been told by an official of the Bell Telephone 
Company that that would be the approximate cost of his telephone. | 


An hon. MemMBer.—That is not evidence. 


Mr. MAcitEan.—That is evidence in this way that he asked the Bell Telephone ‘o 
give him a service and they refused it or put it at a prohibitive rate. 


Mr. Demers (Iberville) :—That is no evidence at all. 


The WitTNness.—We had asked the Bell Telephone Company to give us telephone 
communication. Not me, my father had done so. I was in the business at the time but 
of course he was the senior member and did the business. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. But you know you tried to get a service from the Bell Telephone Company an 
did not succeed?—A. Yes, sir. Then we built this line. Then the Bell Telephone 
Company paralleled our line. 

@. Yes, and they worked in opposition to you since then ?—A. They made the 
proposition at that time but the Mark!:..n and Pickering Company could not accept 
of the agreement. 

Q. What was it they offered you ?—A. Well, I cannot just tell you that, Mr. 
Maclean. . 

Q. But you had then a satisfactory service outside of the connection with thea 
railway and you did not want to change your position?—A. We did not. We would 
have accepted connection with the Bell Telephone Company had it been favourable 
to our company. They would not allow any extensions of our line. We had to cease 
erecting. 

Q. Are they paralleling your service to-day?’—A. Yes. They have in the past 
two months changed their line. I do not know why. They have made it a party line 
similar to the line we have. 

Q. They have done away with the offices practically, that is public pay stations ? 
—A,. Yes, their pay stations have to pay $20 a year at Green River, and they get a 
commission or percentage of 20 per cent on outgoing public messages, 


By Mr Burrows: 
Q. What do you mean by calling it a party line?—A. A party line 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. If they sell it out to another private line ?—A. No, perhaps Mr. Dagger 
can explain that to you better than I can; he is better versed in telephone questions. 
A party line, as I understand it, would be a line where we ring all phones on the line, 
each party having a certain number of rings. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. Every subscriber is rung?—A. Yes, every subscriber. 


Mr. ALPHEUS HOOVER. 
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By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. But each man knows whether it is his code or not ?—A. Yes, we have a code 
of rings and each subscriber understands his particular ring. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. One, two, three or four ?—A. Yes, and two short, three short, long and short, 
and so on. We are installing telephones at the present time where we overcome that. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. The point I want to get out before the committee and which seems to be the 
one of interest to us is this, that you have to-day a satisfactory company, is that so? 
—A. Yes, quite right. 

Q. That you are making a success of it ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That it costs you in the neighbourhood of what?—A. Forty-eight dollars per 
subseriber. 

Q. Forty-eight dollars per subscriber, and that you have a satisfactory service 
between one and the other subscriber but that you are denied access with your tele- 
phone to the station of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the company with which you 
do most of your railway business ?—A. Yes, and not only at Locust Hill. Our com- 
pany has grown to some extent and we are co-operating with similar companies; 
it affects us at Stouffville, Markham, Claremont, and ultimately at Pickering; we are 
building towards Pickering at the present time. : 

Q. If you wish to do business with the Bell Company at‘any point where your 
line meets theirs, how do you do business with them ?—A. We go to their office. 

Q. You have to send a messenger. Supposing. one of your subscribers wanted to 
talk to somebody on the Bell Company from your wires, could he do it 7A. No. 

Q. They have refused to connect with you?—A. They have offered us a connec- 
tion that we would not accept. , 

Q. Tell us what they offered, give it to me in substance 2—A. The last proposi- 
tion that they came to us with they offered to give us a connection at Markham. 

Q. Yes, on what condition?—A. That we discontinue the agreement that we 
have with similar companies. They would not allow us to co-operate with similar com- 
panies. a 
Q. That if you refused to co-operate, they would give connection ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Who started this negotiation, you or they ?—A. They, the Bell Telephone agent 
at Markham. ' 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Before that, they had refused to connect up with your system?—A. Yes. 

Q. Would it be an inconvenience for the station agent, so far as you know, at 
I< cust Hill, to have your wire come into his office and answer. your queries any more 
than if you go into the office and ask your questions about rates or anything—would it 
be a greater inconvenience to answer over the wire?—A. He has said not. 

Q. He has said nut. that is the point. So that, it would be a greater convenience 
to you who are clients of the Canadian Pacific Railway to have your line connected with 
their agent?—A. Quite so, Mr. Maclean. 


By Mr. Smith: 


Q. How did the paralleling of your line with the Bell Company affect your custom? 
—A. Not at all. We get all we are working for locally, and the paralleling of cur lines 
by the Bell Company gives us the Bell communication which we have been asking for 
for years. 

-Q. Was their rate the same as that established by your local office? Did they affect 
the rates at all by paralleling your line?—A. Our rates? 
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Q. Yes.—A. No, we had a ten-cent tariff for our 14 miles of line. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Is that for outsiders?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Smith: 
Q. They did not cut the rates?—A. No. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Do you give outsiders those rates?—A. We do on our own system. Where we 
ennnect with other companies we have a fifteen-cent rate. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. What other companies?—A. The Stouffville and Bethesda company. 

Q. A similar company ?—A. Yes, and the company at Claremont, which is really 
owned by the Brodies, a doctor and a veterinary doctor. And the Scarboro Telephone 
Company, a line which we built and turned over to a couple of farmers, and one or two 
gentlemen in Toronto, as also a couple of men in Markham, subscribers of ours, that 
retain a share in the Scarboro line. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

. Q. Do you know anything more useful to the ordinary citizen of the country to- 
day than the telephone?—A. I do not. 

Q. As a great public convenience, there is nothing almost equal to it, and the com- 
fort it gives and in the increasing of the ordinary comforts of life. Is that your opin- 
ion?—A. That is it, Mr. Maclean. It was quite a job to secure a sufficient number of 
subscribers, but to-day you cannot get the telephones from them. 

Q. The company was pretty hard to form, but now nobody would give up their 
telephones?—A. They would not give it up at all. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. You have to go to the Bell Telephone Company for long-distance connection % 
—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. I want to ask you this, would this be a great convenience for you, if the Bell 
Company would take in your wire at one of their stations and you were willing to pay 
their fee, so that you would have long-distance connection by having your wire attached 
to their switch-board?—A. It would. 

Q. That would be a great converience?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you think it would be a great convenience if some kind of compulsory 
connection between all companies were made on a reasonable basis of proper payment? 
A. I think so. That has been the thought of our company. 


By Mr. Demers: 
Q. What about the cost of building your line—did you pay for everything ?—A. 


Yes. 
Q. The farmers did not furnish the poles?—A. Oh, yes, the farmers who had poles 


could turn them in as part payment of their amount of subscription. 
Q. It cost you less than it would cost the Government to build the line?—A. Well, 


T cannot tell you what it would likely cost the Government . 


By Mr. Burrows: , 
Q. The company paid for all the poles, either to subscribers or other parties ?— 


A. Yes. Mr. ALPHEUS HOOVER. 
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By Mr. Demers: 
Q. Nothing was done for nothing?—A. Nothing. 


By Mr. Grant : 


Q. You have not told us the annual cost to the subscribers /—A. We have no 
annual cost. 

Q. What about repairs 7—A. We have sufficient revenue to maintain the repairs 
or keep our line in running order. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Do you mean from the transitory business /—A. Yes, commercial or outside 
messages. . 


By Mr. Demers : 


Q. Did the subscribers work in the construction of the line 2A. Some of them. 
Every person was paid. . 

Q. Yes, I understand that you made an nalaeranie: What I want:to know is, if 
you include in the $48 as an expense—what I want to know is if the farmers worked 
for the building of the line?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. Did they put up the poles or carry the goods or do anything like that ?—A. 
We hired possibly three or four farmers to team poles. 
Q. You paid them ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Burrows : 


Q. Did labour cost any less for your company than it would for any other com- 
pany ?—A. No, I do not think so. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. You made reasonable allowance for labour, and yeaa you got from your 
subscribers ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you not think from your experience that ordinary egciiers can supply their 
poles and put up independent lines very cheaply ?—A. Yes, where poles are obtain- 
able. There are sections of the country where they are very scarce. 

Q. There would not be any reason why farmers should not co-operate in building 
their lines and therefore keep them at the lowest possible cost ?—A. I think it would 
be encouraging if they could really have telephonic communication. 

Q. Are you buying poles now?—A. Yes. 

Q. How much are you paying for them a piece?—A. Thirty-five to fifty cents 
a pole. 

Q. You can get a fair telephone pole for a private line for how much ?—A. From 
35 to 50 cents each. 


By Mr. Grant : 
Q. What kind of wood ?—A. Cedar. 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. What size ?—A. Northing less than 4-inch tops. 
Q. And how long ?—A. We do not accept anything less than 21 feet—18 feet in 
the clear is what we are supposed to have as poles. 
Q. I used to give $1 a piece for poles in the North-west, 25 feet long—— 


By Mr. Maclean :. 
-Q. You get yours at from 35 to 50 cents ?—A. Yes. 
Q. A serviceable pole for that kind of line ’—A. Yes, a pole to carry two wires. 
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By the Chairman : 


Q. I would like to ask a few questions. When did you establish this line 2—A. 
Three years ago. . 

Q. And how many subscribers have you now ?—A. Twenty-five, I think, in our 
system. 

Q. What is the total cost of this, labour and material —A. figuring on the 
twenty subscribers, it was $48 each, but since that we have been taking them in at 
$50 each. 

Q. What is the total capital outlay to get to whatever you have to-day ?—A. Pos- 
sibly it exceeds $1,000, 

. It would exceed $1,000 ?—A. Yes, very little. 

. Much ?—A. Very little. 

. Within $100 ?—A. I think so. 

. It would be less than $1,100 ?—A. I think it would be. 

. What is the present mileage ’—A. Approximately 25 miles, 


OOOOH 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Iron wire ?—A. Yes, sir, it is BB telephone wire. 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. Does that amount pay for instruments ?—A. Yes, 


By the Chatrman : 

Q. Will the present mileage accommodate more subscribers than you have on it 
to-day ?—A. By using a switching device it will accommodate more. I think at the 
present time we have our line cut in two places, Green River and Brougham, during 
the day, or during business hours. But after these hours and on Sundays the line is 
connected from end to end, and the telephone that we are using will ring these bells 
clearly and they are guaranteed by the company that manufactured them to ring even 
more, as high as 40. 

Q. What has been your system of repairing during these three years /—A. We 
reconstructed our line considerably. It was built by a gentleman who, I think, was a 
thorough electrician but I really think the firm were experimenting possibly at our 
inconvenience and it was necessary for us to do away with a certain wiring, and that is 
about all the reconstruction or repairing that was necessary. We are, however, instal- 
ling new telephones. 

Q. What do you charge the public for the use of your system /—A. Ten cents. 

Q. A message ?—A. Ten cents a message. 

Q. What: conversation ?—A. Three minutes, it is supposed to be. We never cut 
them off. 

Q. Have you any idea what revenue is derived from that source ?—A. No, I can- 
not answer that question. x 

Q. Does the revenue from that source maintain the line ?—A. Yes, sir, it will, 
that is not taking into consideration the reconstruction of our line, but that would more 
than pay the maintenance. 

Q. It is sufficient to provide for depreciation ?—A. Yes, sir, we are allowing for 

* depreciation in our business. 
--Q. You are estimating for the life of the poles ?—A. Yes, and the telephones. 

Q. And you say the revenue from outside sources will pay for maintenance and 
reinstatement when the material becomes useless ?—A. Unless it should be some un- 
foreseen ice storm or something of that kind. 

Q. Do you apply to the municipalities for leave to use the highw 

Q. Are you an unincorporated company ?—A. No, sir, we are incorpor 
the Ontario Companies Act. 

Q. With shareholders ?—A. Yes, sir. 


ays ?—A. Yes, sir. 
ated under 
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Q. But you do not pay a dividend ?—A. Not as yet. 

Q. Do you contemplate making it a dividend paying enterprise or is it Just on thi 
co-operative principle —A. Principally on the co-operative for our own special benefit. 

Q. Are the shareholders confined to the telephone users ¢@—A. I do not quite 
understand you. 

Q. Would you allow outsiders to have stock ?—I am not wanting to buy any— 
or are the stockholders confined to those who are telephone users ?—A. Not solely. 
At the present time we have one member of our company who is not a telephone user. 

Q. Then it might be turned into a purely stock company for revenue instead of 
having as an object cheap telephones for the country ?—A. No, §ir, our company would 
not allow it. 

Q. There is nothing in its law or constitution A. We have not framed our 
laws or constitution yet. We were just incorporated quite recently and we are still 
operating by the provisional board, and until we elect our officers in the proper way and 
frame a proper constitution and laws we of course are operating that way. And that is 
one thing no doubt that will be looked after,—the interests of our company; I do not 
think they will allow the sale of stock where there is any danger of the company 
being bought out. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. With your experience, do you think 20 or 25 farmers could not get together and 
build a better line or as good with probably a better telephone in use for what amount 
per subscriher ?—A. That depends on the mileage, of course. 

Q. I know, but put it another way, could you reproduce your line in the light of 
your experience for less than $48 per subscriber 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. That will depend largely on the location. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. They have got experience that cost them money ?—A. Yes, I think I woud 
undertake to build that particular 14 miles of line for less. 
Q. How much less ?—A. I have not given that any thought. 


By Mr. Zvmmerman : 
Q. I thought it was 25 miles,—A. I am speaking of the original 14 miles. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You have reason to believe that farmers working under similar circumstances 
could do it for less?—A. Quite so. I would not be afraid to go out and organize com- 
panies similar to that and get poles at possibly those prices. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. A good deal would depend upon the locality ?/—A. Yes. 


| By Mr. Maclean: 
(). I said under similar conditions.—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Are poles easily obtainable in your neighbourhood?—A. Yes. 

Q. You spoke of reconstruction as lately taking place?—A. Yes. 

Q. You did not tell the committee how you raised the expenses for that?—A. It 
was necessary to make a small assessment to cover the reconstruction expenditure. 

Q. How much per subscriber ?—A. Well, I cannot just answer that question, sir. 
That was included in the $48. 
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Q. If this work was executed as a government work, would it have cost you very 
much dearer, speaking generally ?—A. I do not know, sir, I am sure. I have never had 
anything to do with Government jobs. There is certainly one thing that the Govern- 
ment might do to assist the farmers in this telephone question. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. What is that?—A. In allowing farmers, or I might say companies similar to 
curs, to get telephones duty free, or by paying less duty. It is necessary to pay 25 per 
cent duty on these goods. That brings the cost up. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. These come from the United States?—A. Yes, there are no other instruments 
made in Canada except the Bell, and I do not know that they are made here solely. I 
never had much business with them. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. The General Electire Company deals in that sort of thing——A. A good many 
companies are dealers in them, yet they import the goods. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Is your a single-grounded line or metallic ?—A. Metallic. 

Q. Have you any connection with trunk lines ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you find much demand from your customers for connection with trunk 
lines ?—A. I think, sir, that if we had connection with trunk lines,—I am positive that 
the subscribers would go on so fast that it would be necessary to string more wires. 

Q. What is your difficulty in getting connection with trunk lines? Who owns the 
trunk lines in your vicinity ?—A. The Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 

Q. Have you applied to them for connection?—A. Not exactly. We have met, I 
suppose, the proper officials on different occasions, with that object in view. 

Q. Did you not make known your object?—A. Yes, sir, we made known our object, 
but the agreement was such that it was not very favourable to our company, and we 
would not accept the connection. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. You would like to see some kind of trunk line service to which all these in- 
dependent companies might have access 2—A. Yes, that is the feeling generally. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. The terms were too close?—A. That is it. 

Q. If it is convenient to you, perhaps you would send to the committee particulars 
showing the terms demanded of you, and what you are willing to have submitted to.— 
A. I have not anything in writing. ; 

Q. The negotiations were all verbal 2—A. Yes, the proposition that they put to us, 
I think I could give it to you. 

Q. You might state the particulars of it.—A. They would allow us connection 
with their office at Markham. We, however, were not allowed to extend our line in any 
direction. I think their special agent, Mr. W. C. Scott, did say, however, that he would 
allow us to take on other subscribers where we had already constructed our lines, but 
we could not construct any lines where we would be paralleling or competing with 
them at any particular point. At the present time, we have a connection with the 
Stouffville and Bethesda Company or Association, as they term themselves, which gives 
us, I suppose, a population of 10,000, and it would be necessary according to this agree- 
ment, to do away with that connection; they would not allow us to co-operate with Lee 
company. We would be obliged to pay, those of us who are subscribers, the usual 15 


cent tariff for this particular piece of line where we have a free service. ; 
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By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. But were you willing to pay the Bell Company’s ordinary rate for a conver- 
sation with their subscribers for that connection ?—A. Yes, we were willing to pay 
the usual long distance rate, and we told Mr. Scott that we would charge the same tariff 
from Markham or from any competing points as they would put on the Bell line. He 
would not accept that. 

Q. That would be an opportunity for the Bell Company to earn revenue, not only 
from you, who wished to use their trunk lines, but people on their service who wished 
to talk to your customers ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It would be really profitable for them to give you the service /—A. We thought 
sc. 

Q. But unless you accepted it in their terms they would not give it to you?—A. 
No. 


By the Chairman : ’ 


Q. The negotiations have broken off ?—A. Yes. 
Q. You not being willing to submit to the terms that they desired en No. 


By Mr. Monk : 


Q. Did the Bell Company offer to take over your system ? How would you view 
that proposition ? Would you prefer to keep on ?—A. I do not think they could get 
it from our subscribers, unless there was just as free access as there is at the present 
time, and this no doubt would not be the case. 

Q. How would you view the government taking Sonia ? Would you prefer to 
keep the control locally ?—A. Well, that is a question that no doubt would require 
some thought and discussion by our company. It would depend altogether on the con- 
ditions as to whether the government no doubt would be expected to maintain the line 
and subscribers pay a rental or how it would be conducted. No doubt we would be 
favourable to an agreement of that kind. 


By the Chairman : 


@. Have you any opinion in regard to the merits of municipal control of the tele- 
phone systems as distinct from yovrs, which is an incorporated company, a stock- 
holders’ company, with a desire to respect the co-operative principle, but being at 
liberty to disregard it 2—(No answer.) 

@. What is your opinion as to municipal control of the telephone system--say, 
take a township system, for example ?—A. I think, sir, that it could be done, and no 
doubt be successful. 

Q. Have you thought it out at all ?—A. I have given the question some thought 
and have spoken to some of our members along that line, and they, I might say, are 
largely in favour of such a system. 

Q. You think that the people in the rural dixtuibtta! the comparatively isolated dis- 
tricts, would all welcome having telephones in their houses ?—A. Yes, sir, and more 
than that, I think they have more need of it really than the people in the towns and 
cities, as regards, for instance, the market reports. 

The CHAtRMAN.—I think, perhaps, on this point we had better get some opinion. 
There is the union of municipalities, and I think it would be well for us to prepare 
30me questions and submit it to the members of that union and get their well-thought- 
out opinion upon this subject. 


Mr. MacieEaAn.—Probably the easiest way to frame those questions ua be to sum- 
mon their secretary, Mr. Lighthall, first. 


_ The CHatrMAN.—We had better give them that information in advance so that 
when they come here they can come prepared. 
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Mr. Maciran.—Mr. Lighthall has gone into it fully and I thought they might aid 
us in framing those questions. 


The CHamrMAN.—I think that the offhand opinion of Mr. Hoover as to the merits 
of the municipal system would not be as valuable as the opinion which has been arrived 
at as the result of careful thought. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Take the 20 original subscribers on your line, have they to pay just the same 
as the outside subscribers for the use of the phone ?—A. We pay nothing, we have ths 
free use of the phone one to the other, and also connection to the other phones. Any 
subscriber on one system has free connection with any subscriber on any system that 
we co-operate with. 

Q. That is an advantage that members of the company have over the outsiders ?— 


A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. And so you have nothing more to pay now ?—A. Nothing more than the cos‘ 
of maintenance, and the revenue is really sufficient to keep the line in repair. 


By Mr. Roche : 


Q. Has there been any complaint as to the system of signals ? As to other phones 
being rung up, there has been no nuisance at all, no complaint ?—A. No, we are 
installing a telephone at the present time, or are about to, that overcomes that largely, 
it is so constructed that in calling the central office you use, on the opposite side of the 
telephone, a push button. When you use that button, it calls only the central office, 
and the ring is not heard in the private houses; and in calling the private house you 
turn the crank in the ordinary way and it is not heard in the central office. 

Q. But is it heard in the other offices where there is a connection all along the 


line ?—A. No. 


By the Chawrman : 


Q. Do you understand the ‘lock out’ system whereby one subscriber can call for 
a connection with another one and automatically, himself, establish the connection {— 
A. Is that the system, Mr. Dagger, that the ‘Stark’ people have ? 

Mr. Daccrr.—No, Sir William is referring to the ‘ lock out’ system, where you 
lock every other station on the line out, so that they cannot use it.—A. No, not with 
this telephone. In using the push button it simply calls the public office and the ring 
is not heard in the house. That is the question this gentleman asks with regard to 
ringing being heard, but in calling the subscribers we use the erank in the ordinary 
way, and the bell is not heard in the Central Office. That telephone is used on a 
metallic circuit line, two wires, you cannot use it on one wire. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. Then in order to work that there must be two telephones at the same terminal ? 
—A. No, we have one telephone at Markham, and we have furnished that telephone 
with a switching device with a capacity of five lines, and the Scarboro line also come? 
in there. 

Q. So that you can put a peg in and give connection from one line to the other.— 
‘A. That telephone is made with a very small box attached with the necessary number 
of plugs and holes in it in connection with the telephone, similarly to the ordinary wa! 
telephone. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Do you have a central office to operate this line?—A. No. 
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Q. You have paid help employed ?—A. We pay a percentage on messages in and 
out on the whole line. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. You have not a central office to manipulate the system ?—A. Oh, no, just to 
give connections from one line to the other. : 
@. Then this Markham station is one of your terminal points where you connect 
with the Bethesda and Stouffville subscribers, and you have to put some body at this 
terminal to make the necessary connection at the switch board.—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Grant : 
@. Your part of the country is old, and is well populated with a wealthy com- 
munity—the counties of York and Ontario ?7—A. Quite so. 


° 


Witness discharged. 


CoMMITTEE Room, 
TuHurspay, March 30, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock, in the Chair. 


Mr. Anaus CAMERON, of Beaverton, Ontario, sworn : 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Where do you live, Mr. Cameron ?—A. Beaverton. 

Q. County of Ontario?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you any connection with any telephone company ?—A. Not at present. 

Q. Are you aware of any local telephone company in your district?—A. No, there 
is no local telephone now. ; 

Q. Was there one?’—A. Yes. 

Q. What was the name of it?—A. The Independent Telephone Company. 

Q. The Independent Telephone Company. When wes it established?—A. In 
1902, August, 1902. 

Q. What has become of it?—A. Sold to the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. Are they operating it now?—A. Yes. 

Q. What was the nature of that company ?—A. It was a company formed first 
among the farmers, and later among the business men of the village of Beaverton. 

Q. What was the extent of this establishment?—A. The number of miles of wire 
and so on? 

Q. Describe the company generally.—A. It comprises about 11 miles of poles and 
perhaps 20 or 25 miles of wire, and about 32 subscribers on those lines at the time we 
started, and it probably would have been 100 subscribers in two or three more months. 

Q. It would?—A. Yes, 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. How long was it in existence?—A. Eight months. : 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Perhaps you will allow me to finish first? Let each one exhaust his ideas. You 
Say it was in existence eight months. Where did it begin?—A. In Thorah township. 
Q. In the rural district?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Not in a village?—A. No. 
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(). And where did it run?—A. It ran from the township; it started in the town- 
ship from a creamery to a farmhouse and then to the village. 

Q. What village?—A. Beaverton. 

Q. To the village of Beaverton. What were the classes of people that composed 
your subscribers?—A. At first, farmers, and later business men who did business with 
farmers, like cattle buyers and implement agents and doctors. There were a couple 
of hotels, too. 

Q. I see. How was it financed?—A. By private enterprise. 

Q. By private enterprise. Have you any knowledge of its financial basis ?—A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, describe it, please?—A. I financed the thing myself, and we did not have 
any capitalization, you know, but the outfit cost about $1,600 for the 32 telephones and 
equipment. 


Q. $1,600 for 32 telephones?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And equipment?—A. Yes. 
; Q. Do you mean by equipment poles, wires, construction and everything ?—A. Yes, 
sir. 

- Q. As a going concern ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You built the 11 miles?—A. Yes. 

Q. Equipped with 32 telephones?—A. Yes, sir, and central. 

Q. Central?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For $1,600? And during the period it was in existence was there any expendi- 


‘ures with regard to maintenance?—A. Yes. 

Q. How were they defrayed?—A. Well, out of the rentals of the telephone. 

Q. What revenue had you?—A. We charged from $15 to $18 per annum for the 
telephones. 
. To each subscriber ?—A. To each subscriber. 
. Was this a joint stock company?’—A. No, sir. 
. What was it?—A. Private partnership. 
. Private partnership? You had no charter?—A. No, sir. 
. Private enterprise ?—A. Yes, sir. _ 
. It was not a co-operative enterprise?—A. Not at that time, no. 
. Not at that time, but did it ever become that?—A. We spoke of making it into 
a co-operative farmers’ concern, but the Bell Telephone Company came along and 
offered to do as we were doing, take up the concern, you know, and pay the cost of the 
outfit, and as it cost more than it would to replace it, we thought it wise to let them 
have the business. Since then they heve raised the rates on new subscribers from $15 
to $20. 

Q. So the partnership owners sold out to the company?—A. To the Bell. 

Q. To the Bell Telephone Company, and this was followed by an increase of rates 
on their part ?—A. Yes. 

Q. From $15 to $20?—A. Yes, later, a year and a half later. 


OOOOLOHDSOD 


By Mr. Johnston (Cape Breton) : 

© sYiou. say the Bell Telephone Company raised the rates from $15 to $20%?—A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Does that mean that the people are paying $20 now 2—A. No, the new sub- 
seribers. 

Q. The new subscribers are paying $20?—A. Yes. Of course, they are getting a 
better equipment. 

Q. For the same service ?—A. They are getting a better equipment, but they won’t 
put in a $15 service at all. 

Q. Do they give a more extended service, covering a larger area than the $15 area? 
—A. Well, naturally more subscribers came in after the Bell Telephone Company took 


it over, and they have a larger exchange now, now the two companies combined. It is 
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really better than the $15 service given by the old company ,because they have railway 
connection. We could not get it before; the Grand Trunk, of course, refused. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. Had the independent line connection with the railways?—A. No; oh, no. 
Q. Did you try to have connection?—A. Oh, yes. 
Q. It was refused ?—A. It was refused, yes. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. Did you ask the Bell Telephone Company to establish this service before you 
formed this company ?—<A. Yes; oh, yes. 
Q. And they refused to do so¢—A. Well, they offered to do so at an exorbitant 
price, what we considered too much, $60 per annum. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. How much? $60 per annum ?—A. Yes. 
Q. For a telephone?—A. You see, it started in the country-—— 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. For every subscriber ?—A. Yes. 
Q. $602—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. You put in a system which practically cost $48?7—A. $50. I do not think it 
would have cost them more than $50 to build a single line, but they wanted $60; ‘pert 
annum for every subscriber. 


By Mr. Burrows : 


Q. How did you get your right of way? By arrangement with the municipality? 
—A. Yes. 
Q. They gave it to you free?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. How many subscribers had you when you formed your company?—A. We had 
32. When we equipped we had 32 installed and a number applying. 

Q. And every one paid $50 as their subscription ?—A. No, they rented the telephone 
just the same as the Bell rented the telephone. 

Mr. ZiIMMERMAN.—A private company established this line and then they rented 
telephones to subscribers ? 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. For how much ?—A. For $15 or $18 according to the 

Q. You spoke of $507—A. The cost of the line was an average of $50 per ’phone. 
The capitalization of the company would necessarily be $50 per person. 

Q. Every one of those subscribers paid $50 a year?—-A. Yos. 

Q. For the use of the ’phone?—A. Yes. 

Q. But you said the Bell Telephone Company were asking $60?—A. Before that— 

Q. Was that only for the use of the telephone or to put it in?—A. For the use 
of the telephone. 

Q. Do I understand well that the difference between what the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany were ready to do and what the, private company did was a matter of $452—A. 
Less the long-distance connection, of course. 

Q. That is the difference ?—A. Yes. 
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_ Q. You stated the Bell Telephone Company gave extra service, superior service 
—A. Of course, we were not able to connect with the long-distance line nor with the 
railway station, as we expected to do when we started the telephone, 

Q. And now the Bell Telephone Company is operating that line, as I understand 
it?—A. Yes. ; 

Q. The subscribers are paying how much to-day ?—A. $15. 

Q. The same price?—A. The same price, yes. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. But you said they would not grant any more at the same rate?—A. No, it is 
$20 now. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. For the new subscribers?—A. Yes. 

Q. The service must be more extended, if I understand well Of course, you got 
connected with the trunk line?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the railway?—A. Yes. 

Q. The Bell Telephone Company is a great deal more advantageous?—A. That is 
exactly the reason why we went out of the business. We went into the business on 
account of the farmers around ¢here being anxious to have something of that kind 
done. The members of the creamery board—there was a creamery board there—and 
the members of the council would have taken it up if we had not. So we told them we 
would take the matter in hand ourselves and see how it worked, and if the Bell Tele- 
phone Company would take it over we were willing to give them the telephone at cost 
price. So we applied to the Bell Telephone Company for entrance to the station our- 
selves and connection for long distance, and they came to us and offered to buy us out. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. What position do you occupy, or did you occupy, in connection with this com- 
pany ?—A. I was a storekeeper simply. I have no relationship except doing business 
with them in other lines. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 

Q. Was it a paying business you had?—A. It was. 

Q. What induced the partners to sell it to the Bell Telephone Company /—A. Well, 
they insinuated that they would have to protect their business, and one or two things 
like that. | 

Q. They had to protect their husiness?—A. That is the way they put it. 

Q. How would they protect their business if it is a paying business /—A. The Bell 


Telephone Company said they wanted to protect their business, and I understood them 


to mean they would put us out of business, and they offered our subscribers the same 
rate for long distance and railway connection. 

Q. As I understand it, you were a private enterprise?—A. Yes. 

- Q. Everybody having shares, and the majority of tnese partners decided for one 
reason or other to sell their business to the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What was the reason?’—A. Because—— 

Q. Not on the part of the Bell Telephone Company to buy, but on the part of 
your company to sell?—A. Because the Bell Telephone Company acted in the way they 
did. They brought pressure to bear, you see. 

Q. What kind of pressure?—A. They insinuated they would put us out of busi- 
ness if we did not act agreeable. 

Q. How could they put you out of business if you are independent in the country 
where they could not reach you, where they refused to reach you and make money ?— 
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A. Well, of course, if I nad the capital, if I had five or six thousand dollars I would 
still be in the business, but as I did not happen to have money to expend, and as I 
would have to stay in the business and could not go forward, but was more likely to 
go back, I decided to go out from my own personal standpoint. I could not fight a 
big concern; that is where it came in. 

Q. But as a matter of fact, the majority of your business partners of the mem- 
bers of your partnership decided to sell?—A. Yes. 

Q. They preferred to sell?2—A. Yes. 

Q. Although they were making money, as you say, a0 preferred to sell?—A. Yes. 

Q. You say tnat now the Bell Telephone Company have the line in their hands 
they give you a better service?—A. Yes. 

Q. An improved service in every way?—A. Yes. 


P2y Mr. Burrows: 


Q. I understand they only improved it in the way of giving connection with the 
railway and long distance?—A. That is all. That is what I intended to convey. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 


Q. Do you pretend they have not improved the service in every way ?—A. I think 
it is not as good. 

Q. It is not as good as it was?—A. At least the subscribers said at first it was 
not as good. They told me they wished I ‘nad not sold it as they did not like this new 
mode of doing business in the way of making connection with the central. We had a 
single line, and they gave a party line service. 

Q. And you say it is not as good since the Bell Telephone Company have had it? 
—A. In that way. 

Q. And do they still keep their subscribers?—A. Oh, yes. Tne only difference 
is that every person in the telephone wants outside connection, and we were not able 
to give them that, nor railway connection. 

Q. That is to say, you were not in a position to give a good service? For one 
reason or another you were not able to give as good service as the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany was?’—A. Yes. 

Q. And that is the reason why your partners decided to sell?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Do you find $20 a very exorbitant price for the subscribers of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company ?—A. Well, exorbitant,—of course I think the telephone is worth $20 
to a man, but I know it can be supplied for a great deal less, and make money. 

Q. But under the circumstances ? You are connected with the trunk line and 
can telephone right and left for the difference between $15 and $20 2? You are con- 
nected with the trunk line and can telephone right and left to the surrounding cities 
or towns and you only pay $5 a year more. Do you consider that a very exorbitant 
price ?—A. I think the price is too high, yes. 

Q. You do ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. If the price was about half that, I presume there would be very many tele- 
phones used ?—A. Of course, they ‘nave a monopoly. The way the question was put 
makes me answer it differently. Supposing you put it, ‘Is the Bell Telephone worth 
$20 more than our telephone was worth $15 ?’ 

Q. That is the question I put.—A. If you ask me is it worth $20, I would say 
no.’ 

Q. You say yours is worth $15 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the difference in your argument, the $5 a year?—A. Of courses— 
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Q. The difference between the private telephone and the one existing now ?—A 
The $15 telephone given by them would be worth perhaps a dollar more to the Bell 
Telephone Company; it really does not cost them more. It ig worth a dollar more 
for the outside connection, I mean in cost and selling price. But to ask $5 more—it 
is worth $50 to some people, it is worth $100 you might say. You might magnify it up 
to $100. If you could not get it any place else it would be worth $100. Ole service 
as $15 with the long-distance connection, I would just charge the same as for the local 
phone. 

Q. You answered Mr. Zimmerman that at $10 a year there would be a great many 
more subscribers /—A. I did not answer that question, but I say so. 

Q. Do you not think it would be advantageous to the Bell Telephone Company to 
Lave as many subscribers as possible?—A. Certainly. 

Q. Will you explain to me how it is, they are supposed to be business men, that 
they do not adopt that principle of getting as many subscribers as possible by giving 
a cheaper service?—A. They do not seem to want subscribers in the country, I do not 
know the reason why. They do not seem to want business in the country. 

Q. You do not know why ?—A. Oh, no. ; 

Q. Well, we will have to ask the company themselves?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. I understand if you talk over the long-distance ’phone you have to pay for it? 
—A. Yes. 
Q. How much extra service do you have that you do not pay for?—A. The privi- 
lege of connecting with the long distance. 
Q. Just the privilege?—A. That is all. There is no extra service outside. 
Q. The privilege to pay for a connection?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Roche: 

Q. With the class of subscribers you have is that privilege very much utilized ?— 

A. Yes. Yes, it is. They make use of it a good deal. 
By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. What is your experience with regard to the farmers? Do you think ‘the 
farmers would use the telephone largely if there was a reasonable price ?—A. Oh, 
yes, judging from our own part of the country. 

The CHaiRMAN.—Is tae Committee through with Mr. Cameron ? 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. I was just going to ask the witness a question. How many instruments did 
you have when you sold out?—A. Just 33. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. What kind of instruments had you ?—A. We were trying those instruments. 
We were not in the ’phone business and we were trying four or five different kinds 
of instruments. 

Q. What happened when the Bell Telephone came and took possession ?—A. 
They took all our instruments out and put in tneir own. 

Q. Which is the best in your opinion ? The ones you had or the ones they put 
in ?—A. I think they were about equal. Take our good ’phones, I think our best 
*phones were better than their ’phones and our poor "phones were not as good as theirs. 
We got a few ’phones, naturally we did not know anything about the business, that 
were not as good, and the others we got later were long-distance phones. I talked 
over our telephones and the Bell Telephone system the first day or two, and it was a 
great deal better service than they put in afterwards. 

Q. Are they improving their instruments all the time—the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany ?—A. Oh, I think so. Any company would. They have got to be kept up. 
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Q. Are they in a better position to improve their instruments than a private com- 
pany consisting only of 30 or 40 people ?—A. Yes, they are in a better position, but 
just because they nave the monopoly, there is a larger business. 


By Mr. Johnston: 
Q. Have you long-distance connection with the city of Toronto?—A. With the 
Bell. Telephone Company ? 
Q. Yes.—A. Yes. | 
Q. What is the distance between your place and Toronto ¢—A. About 70 miles. 
Q. What tolls do you pay ?—A. Thirty cents for three minutes. 
Witness discharged. | 


Mr. Joun Crawrorp, M.P.,. sworn: 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Mr. Crawford, we want to learn from you the state of the telephone question 
at Neepawa. You have a telephone system there ¢@—A. Yes. 
Q. What is the nature of it. —A. Well, it is owned and operated by the town. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. By the municipality ?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. When was it established ?—A. I cannot give tine exact date. It is several 
years in operation now—some five or S1x years. 

Q. Do they issue an annual statement ¢—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you got one ?—A. No, I sent for one, but I have not got it here yet. 

Q. When you get it will you be good enough to put it in ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You know something of its history ?—A. I can only speak of it in a general 
way. I cannot give exact details—I am not in a position to do that. 

Q. As a resident of Neepawa ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is some years since it was established ¢—A. Yes, several years. 

Q. Was there any telephone system there when it was establisned ?—A. Yes, the 
Bell Company had been there for a number of years. 

Q. They were there when you established this system ¢@—A. Yes. 

Q. Are they there still ?—A. Well, yes, they are—they are back again. 

Q. Doing business there ¢—A. Yes. 

Q. In rivalry with the Neepawa system ?—A. Well, not opposition or competing 
for the trade there. Of course, when they were there years ago they were only in as 
a local institution and when the town took up the business and established their sys- 
tem,—of course, when the people started their own institution,—the Bell Company 
practically had to go out of business because there was no business for them to do. 
As soon as the contracts expired, the people used our own system instead of the Bell. 
The Bell people then withdrew altogether, took down their poles and wires, bundled 
taem up and shipped them away. About two years ago they came in with their long- 
distance line and opened an office there, and they are in operation there now. We 
have only got, I think, twelve ‘phones operated by the Bell people in the town now. 
They are used by the business men of the town; banks and leading business men use 
the Bell office, that is for long distance purposes more than anything else. Of course 
they have the use of it for local purposes as far as it goes, but you see there are only 
twelve local ’phones in town. 
| Q. How many subscribers are there upon the town system @—A. I think now 
there will be possibly over 200. 
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Q. What is the population ?—A. About 2,509 people, I think, now. 

Q. What is charged each subscriber ?—A. $10 for private and $90 for business 

Q. Is the municipal system connected with the long-distance telephone 2—A No 
no connection; that is the disadvantage or trouble we have found. . 

Q. It is a disadvantage ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How can they use the long distance ?—A. They can use it by going to the 
central office or by putting in a Bell ’phone. ‘ 

Q. And paying each time ?—A. Yes, paying each time they use it. 

Q. Is there a different rate charged to non-subscribers than subscribers of the 
Bell Company for the long distance ?—A. No, a subscriber really pays more. Now 
I have a long-distance phone in my own office as well as the loeal, and I pay $25 fhe 
the use of the long distance ’phone. I do not get any advantage on the rates cutaide 
at all, as I pay the same rates as if I went to the central office and used their system. 

Q. The only difference is convenience?—A. The convenience of having it in my 
own office. : 

Q. You pay th> same, whether subscribers or non-subscribers 2—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. You have the municipal system in your office, have you ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Therefore you have to pay double rates ?—A. Yes, have to pay $20 for our 
own local system and then $25 for the Bell. 

Q. If you ‘nave long-distance connection for the municipal system you would not 
have to pay double rates ?—A. No, I would have one cut out, either the $20 or the $25 
one. 

By the Chairman: 
Q. Then, the local system furnishes all necessary telephone system except the 
long-distance connection?’—A. Oh, yes, we have a good service. I may say we in- 
creased it. We only put in a switch board for 150 ’phones when it started and we 
found that overloaded, in fact, the number ran up to 175 and we had to double some 
of them on the switch board. The business kept on growing and last year—within 
a year ago—we doubled the capacity to 300, and got a new switch board costing $1,200. 

Q. Do you engage a staff exclusively to manage the company ?—A. Oh, yes—that 


is 

(. It is not an automatic service?—A. It is not a company of course, it is 
entirely a municipal affair and the council 

Q. You have a central office?—A. Of course, we have a staff there. 

Q. You have a staff there?—A. Yes, I may say we have three employees in the 
central office, that is two young ladies to keep it during the day, possibly till ten 
o'clock at night, and then there is a helper who is outside during the day and sleeps 
-in the office at night and is there for any business during the night time. Of course 
we have other employees looking after the lines, who are installing new ’phones all 
the time and increasing our business; now we are ‘cabling’; last fall we started to 
cable the line. You know what cabling means, I suppose? 

Q. No.—A. That is running a lot of wires together. We have individual wires 
right from the central over the town. Now, we cable them for a certain distance and 
then distribute. 

Q. Are your subscribers entirely within the town?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have no connection with the rural districts?—A. No, not yet. We have 
been considering it. ; 
| Q. Is there any demand from the people outside to connect?—A. I think they 
would take it up if it was gone after the same as men would go after other business. 

Q. How does your system pay ?—A. It pays well. We have now—of course I 
am only speaking from memory and not giving exact figures—there is a very large 
profit in the ’phone business. 
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Q. How much capital has been put into it?—A. I cannot tell you exactly; I 
fancy $6,000 or $7,000, possibly $8,000 put into it now. 

Q. And each year it has paid its way since it begun ?—A. Yes, sir, and paid well. 

(. And been kept in good repair?—A. Yes—well, there was a while when our old 
switch board was giving us a little trouble. Last fall our switch board was getting 
out of repair, the drops were giving us trouble. It was an old style board, but we 
have got in a new board and it is working well and the people are pretty well satisfied 
with it. There was a lot of kicking, though, last fall before we got a new board in. 
It was owing to the condition the board got into. 

Q. Speaking of it as it is to-day?—A. The service to-day is all right. 

Q. Satisfactory ?—A. Yes, it is all right. I may say in connection with our 
phones, that is the outside ’phones, we had old style ’phones, not up to date, and 
some of them were not giving very good satisfaction. We have been changing them. 
We bought last fall some 30 new ’phones, got them from Chicago, and they are very 
good. We replaced all those that were not working right by these newer ones. 

Q. You say that the capital invested was $6,0002—A. Between $6,000 and $8,000. 

Q. Has the system since its inauguration paid its way, paid for up-keep and 
afterwards yielded a surplus?—A. Oh, I would say so. 

Q. Can you speak with any detail?—A. I have been in the council that was 
handling this thing all the time and was actually up against the working of aware | 
just dropped out of the council last fall and we felt that we had a good paying busi- 
ness. It paid well and our profits were very large for the amount of money that was 
invested. 

Q. You don’t know what the surplus was last year?—A. No, I will have that. 

Q. That will all appear from the financial statement?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any disposition on the part of the people to return to the Bell Tele- 
phone?—A. Oh, I do not think so. 

Q. Do they view with favour the proposition to discontinue the municipal sys- 
tem?—A. Oh, no, I think they are in favour of it. 

Q. The public would oppose abandoning the municipal system 1—A: I think’ so. 

Q. About how many years’ experience have you had with this system ?—A. About 
six years. 

Q. And it is as popular now as it was?—A. Oh, I think fully more so. There 
was only just a while when they were beginning to feel that it was not just right 
owing to what I have told you about the switch board, and ’phones out of order. That 
same thing applied to the Bell people when they were there some years ago. Their 
system at that time was not giving us any too good a service; the *phones were not 
clear and all this kind of thing. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. What did the Bell Company charge you for a service before your own plant 
was established ?—A. I think it was $20 for a private and $30 for an office. 

Q. What is the reason the municipality established a separate system when they 
had the Bell system ?—A. Well, there were a few of us there, government ownersaip 
and municipal ownership people, who thought we would try the experiment, and we 
thought we were not getting any better service than we were entitled to, that we were 
paying for more than we were getting. 

Q. Thought you would get tne service cheaper ?—A. Yes, that is really the idea 
we had in establishing the system. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Where did your system get their telephones, their instruments ?—A. Well, 
the first instruments were Canadian, purchased, I think, in Montreal. 

Q. Are they purchased in open market ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Are they controlled by monopolies ?—A. The ’phones 2 
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Q. Yes.—A. Oh, I do not think so, there are a great many different places where 
you can buy them. We bought our last ones in Chicago. 
Q. No one has a corner on them ?—A. No, I do not think so. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Do you keep your telephone account separate and apart from all other depart- 
ments of civic government ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have a system of audit ?—A. Yes, an annual audit. 

Q. You are satisfied that the telephone system is standing alone ?—A. Oh. ves. 

Q. As a paying concern ?—A. Oh, yes. oe 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Would it be possible to get a statement of the moneys that were expended in’ 
putting in the plant, and the receipts from the time the plant was put in to the pre- 
sent time ?—A. Oh, I think so. I think I will have that in a few days. 

Q. Your statement now is just more of a general statement ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It would be very much more useful if we could have the actual facts 2—A. 
Yes, I will have them for you I expect in a few days. I sent for them a few days 
ago. One reason why I think I can give you these facts is we had a kind of commis- 
sion appointed about a year ago to go into this very same point. You see we are 
running an electric light plant as well, and tney work more or less one with the other 
as to labour and time, and we thought possibly that one account was being charged 
for expense that belonged to the other. 


By Mr. Johnston: 

Q. That is what I want to get at.—A. We had a commission go into that and 
straignten out anything of that kind that might exist and adjust it so that each ac- 
count shall be charged what was entitled to it, and I think we can give you that very 
clear. 


By Mr. Roche: ; 

Q. Can you tell the profits for each year, the telephone as distinct from the electric 
light plant ?—A. I think we can give you each one separate. 

Q. You don’t know them now?—A. No. Take our electric light plant ; in 1903 
we went benind owing to management or expense of fuel—the large expense of fuel. 
Last year, I think we paid everything, speaking in a general way in connection with 
our electric light plant, paid all expenses and the interest and I think sufficient to 
supply the amount required for sinking fund in connection with the electric light 
alone, but I cannot give you the figures. 

Q. Do you think you would have had $1,000 or $2,000 profit at any time from 
the telephone system ?—A. Yes. 

Q. I saw a letter from Mr. Pattison—he is your secretary?—A. Yes. 

Q. And he gave some information in answer to a question from my own town, 
that that year there would be a profit of $2,000 and it was supposed to be largely 
made out of the telephone system ?—A. That is the combined electric light and tele- 
phone ? 

Q. Yes.—A. I believe that might be, and our ’phones we have always considered 
were a good paying business. 

Q. You said you have to pay $25 for your Bell long-distance ’*phones?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you derive any benefit locally from that ?—A. Yes, in a way I do and in 
another way I do not. We have town ’phones in all the offices that have the Bell 
*pbones. 

Q. That is quite a limited number ?—A. Yes, there are just twelve Bell ’phones 


in the town. 
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Q. You say the Bell ’phone costs $25 for the convenience and in addition every 
time you use it you have to pay for the message ?—A. Yes. Just for the convenience 
of having it in your office. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. That is for long distance. You don’t pay for local calls?—A. No, not for the 
local calls. For the local calls, it is really not worth anything for we have our own 
local system. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I suppose persons subscribe simply to get the advantage of the long-distance 
connection ?—A.. Yes, they have that advantage. 
Q. Not for any local ’phones?—A. Not for the local ’phones. 


By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. If the Bell Telephone Company gave you the same rates as the local service 
gives, you would regard it as an advantage to have the Bell telephone instead of the 
local?—-A. Oh, yes, I would, at the present time, because we would have connection 
without any trouble. 

Q. If the Bell rates were reasonable you would regard it as a distinct advantage 
to you to have one telephone rather than the dual system 2—A, Looking at it from the 
standpoint of the business man without regarding it from the standpoint of town 
profits or anything like that it would be an advantage to have the Bell telephone. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 


Q. Does the building occupied by your system belong to the town?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there any rent charged up against your system by the town ?—A. Yes, I 
think so. Part of the building is occupied for fire purposes and part for telephone 
purposes. 

Q. You would find it very inconvenient for business people there if you did not 
have the long-distance connection. It would be very inconvenient for yourself, for 
instance, and other business people, if they did not have a connection with the long 
distance ?—A. Oh, of course, we would find it so now. Up to the time the Bell people 
put in their long distance it was all right. 

Q. You are connected with all the different systems and the towns around ?—A. 
Oh, yes. 

Q. Could not your system establish a long-distance?—A. Our local system ? 

Q. Yes.—A. Oh, well, we are not prepared to go up against that at the present 
time. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that it would be almost impossible for a local system 
like yours, or any other town, like that to have a long-distance system established ?— 
A. Oh, we could not. 

Q. It would not do?—A. No. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. You were asked if you were connected with all the other towns and you said 
‘oh, yes,’ but all the towns have not connections. For instance, are you connected 
with Gladstone?—A. No, not with Gladstone. 

Q. With the Bell Telephone Company exchanges?—A. Oh, we talk with Winni- 
peg and Brandon. 

Q. It happens that they only have one line running through the province, you 
could not talk to Dauphin, for instance?—A. No, because there is no system out 
there. 

Q. It has not built a system?—A. No. 
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Q. You think it would be almost’impossible for a municipal system like yours 
to establish a long-distance connection all around with the different towns. In so far 
as you are concerned it would be impracticable ?—A. No, it is not, we could not do it 

Q. It is only a large company like the Bell or any other large company which 
could do it witn any kind of profit ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. But that difficulty would be overcome if you had connection with the long- 
distance system of the Bell in Neepawa ?—A. Oh, if we had a connection with the 
long distance at would be all right. 


By Mr. Burrows: 

Q. What is the relative cost of poles in Manitoba and here, what do you pay for 
poles, do you remember ?—A. Oh, we get some very expensive poles, some of the poles 
come high. Some we get for 35 cents. That is pretty cheap, and we get some at 65 
cents, some at $1.50 and $2, and I think some of our poles cost abont $5 apiece. 

Q. Have you any timber in the immediate vicinity of your town that would an- 
swer for poles ?—A. No timber fit for poles. 

Q. stow far do you have to bring them ?—A. From British Columbia and: from 
Rat Portage. We have an extra fine lot of poles there running down the main street 
about half a mile long. 


By the Chairman: 
-Q. Is your system in a good condition of repair ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. It would be interesting, Mr. Crawford, if you could get the cost of these poles, 
and all matters of that kind in connection with your system because the conditions 
are different there from what they are in the town of Beaverton, for instance ?—A. 
I will try to get them. 


By Mr, Burrows: 
Q. The reason I asked that question was this, notwithstanding that you nave to 
pay big prices for poles some of which have to be brought 1,500 miles, you can install 
a service there and still have a cheap service. 


The CHairnMAN.—There are few spots that are 1,500 miles away 1rom the sources 
of supply. 


Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—In this country. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Perhaps you could get us the annual report from the inception of your 


system ? There will be information in some year’s reports that is not in the 
others. Do you think you could get them, Mr. Crawford ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. The committee would appreciate it if you could get us those reports year by 
year because their early trials, and their early failures will probably appear in them. 
—A. I do not consider tnat we had any trials or failures in connection with our tele- 
phone enterprise. We had with our electric plants, with them we made some mis- 
takes. There is just one thing I would like to say here in connection with this ques- 
tion—to give every person his just due—the Canadian Pacific Railway did not object 
in our town to our putting a local telephone in their office. As a matter of fact, both 
*phones are tere. 

Q. Are both telephones in the railway station?—A. Yes. 


Q. At the present time ?—A. Yes—well ours was there before the Bell. 
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By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. When was that ?—A. Ours was there -first before the Bell telephone was put 
in, before they came there, and when the Bell instrument was put in, they did not 
eject us. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. Your station is quite a long distance from the centre of the town ?—A. It is 
about three-quarters of a mile. 


Witness discharged. 


CoMMITTEE Room, 
Tuespay, April 4, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


Mr. JosHua Dyke, of Fort William, Ont., sworn: 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Where do you live, Mr. Dyke?—A. Fort William. 

Q. Have you any connection with any telephone company or system?—A. My only 
connection with the telephone system is that of a municipal system in Fort William. 

Q. In Fort William?—A. Yes. 

Q. Would you give us a brief history of that system, please?—A. Yes, in 1902 
I was elected mayor of the town of Fort William by acclamation. There had been 
for several years, say three to five years, very Be dissatisfaction with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company in operation there. 

Q. The Bell Telephone Company 2—A, The Bell Telephone Company, and all 
applications for a better service were not attended to, and in my inaugural] -address, 
in January, 1902, I suggested that probably the time had arrived for the two towns to 
consider the propriety of installing and operating a municipal telephone system with 
a free exchange between the two towns of Fort William and Port Arthur. The Port 
Arthur council met a few days thereafter and without any further correspondence 
appointed a committee consisting of the Mayor of Port Arthur and two aldermen, who 
wrote a letter about their appointment, and requesting that I appoint a similar 
committee to consider the proposition. We met about the middle of January, got into 
correspondence with several telephone factories, gathered all the expert testimony 
available, and decided to recommend our councils to install the International Central 
Energy System of Chicago. This report was received by the councils in the following 
March, that is March 1902, and adopted, and we advertised our .by-laws. 

In March, 1902, the councils had considered the matter and decided to advertise 
the necessary by-laws for the sale of debentures to raise the funds to install the system 
in each town. Each town was to own, operate and maintain its own system; but there 
was to be a free exchange between the two towns; that would make it one system for 
all purposes of the subscribers, and in our application to the provincial governmen, 
that item was placed in the Bill and is part of the legislation. The system has worked 
very well indeed and given the highest satisfaction. 

Q. Describe the system please, and the extent of it?-A. You will pardon me if I 
refer to my notes. Unfortunately last week I was ill with bronchitis when I received 
your telegram and I had to get my papers together. 
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‘ os When did mn Bere to install the system?—A. We began to install the system 
about—as soon as the frost 
ae st was out of the ground and we could erect poles. About 
Q. In 1902?—A. 1902. 
Q. Have you been extending it ever since?—A. We have been extending it ever 
since. rt ; 
Q. How many telephones are there in use now?—A. W ili 
( . We hav F 
500 telephones, and in Port Arthur we have 515. Mie re 
Q. You spoke of free interchange. Do the municipal limi 
i 3 pal limits of these t ] 
adjoin each other?—A. They adjoin. "aiebe fe 
Q. They adjoin?—A. Yes. . 
Q. Then it is practically one system?—A. It is practically one system. 
Q. Embracing two municipalities?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Each has its own central?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the connection is made with the respective centrals?—A. Yes, if I want 
to speak to Port Arthur—the directory has the names of both towns in it—if I want to 
speak to Port Arthur, I call up Fort William central and say ‘Port Arthur. They 
immediately switch me on to Port Arthur and Port Arthur says ‘ Hello’ and I call the 
Port Arthur number. . 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You said you had about 500 telephones in Fort William, and how many in Port 
Arthur ?—A. 515. 

Q. That is 1,015 in all?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is up to the present time?—A. Up to the present time. 

Q. What is the charge to subscribers?—A. $1 a month for domestic ’phones and 
$2 a month for business phones. I have not the items of the wire and cable—— 

Q. You ean tell us without giving the details, at this minute, the total capital out- 
lay.—A. The total capital outlay for Fort William is $31,500. 

Q. And for Port Arthur?—A. And for Port Arthur $21,000. I will give you the 
exact figure in a moment. I have here a certified copy of a statement. The reason of 
the $10,000 more expenditure in Fort William arises from the fact that Port Arthur 
town is very compact. It is situate on a beautiful terrace of hills overlooking the bay, 
and is very compact. Fort William has a town site representing 7,000 acres stretching 
from the mouth of the Kaministiquia river for four or five miles of beautiful plain well 
adapted for the building of a large city. 

Q. Well, is this capital now being utilized to its fullest capacity or could it earn 
more?—A. No, we have calls ‘for more "phones all the time, as fast as we can put them 
in; indeed we have not been able to get the ’phones from the factory fast enough to keep 
up with the demand. 

Q. What has been the financial result, so far, of your enterprise?—A. The financial 
result so far? The first year, 1908, we had a small deficit of $576. In 1904 we wiped 
out that deficit, paid all interest and sinking fund, and maintenance expenses and had 
a surplus of $470 some odd dollars. I have not the exact figures. Yes, here it is, a 
surplus of $459.93 after wiping off the deficit of 1903, which was very natural in con- 


nection with the first year’s experience. } 
Q. And maintaining the system 2—A. And maintaining the system. 


By Mr. Maclean. 
Q. Is there any sinking fund in that@—A. Yes. Here is a statement for 1904 
for Fort William. I will give you that for Port Arthur in a few moments. The 


earnings for 1904 for Fort William were $5,424.13. Expenditure, maintenance, wages, 
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and sundries, $3,359.58. Interest and sinking fund, $1,027.70. Deficit of 1903, $576.92. 
Surplus, ,$459.93. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Have you an item there for depreciation?—A. Yes, and we also have on hand, 
of the amount of debenture money unused, $3,500, to be used for extensions this 
summer. 

Q. Have you got the printed statements, the annual statements?’—A. Yes. 

Q. Can you file them?—A. I can. I brought them along. ~ 

@. Put them in and we can analyze them at leisure?—A. Yes. I brought with 
me a certified copy from the town clerk of both towns with the town seal on it giving 
those statements. Exhibits 5 and 5 (a). The statement for Port Arthur is as follows: 


Exhibit No. 5. 
CORPORATION OFFICES. 
JosHua Dyke, Esq., Port Artuur, Can., March 24, 1905. 
Fort William, Ont. 


Dear Sir,—On March, 22nd instant, you requested me to give you a certified state- 
ment of the number of telephones on our circuit, and the number of applications we 
have for installation of phones. In accordance with your request,.I hereby certify 
that the number of ’phones connected on March 18, 1905, was :— 


- 


Commercial. dels 4 ee eae ee ee 

Residences.) o2 plese 26 Gees de oe ee eee 
Besides there were extras for the convenience of customers. 

OW ala? Gs whe 2G crn oe ae ee ee 

Dek wie 4 ¥ pe! 84s Tale, Sin declan aera ds a 

Micro: *\ "ssc tephol ices teecw ts ee OA coe pee ee ae cara 9 


And that at this time we have application for fifteen telephones. 
The cost of the installation of the plant on December 31, 1904, was $20,992. 


Yours truly, 
J. MoTEIGUE, 
. Clerk. 


Q. Have you the statements for each year, Mr. Dyke?—A. Yes, I have those with 
me here. 


Q. 1902, 1903, 19042—A. 1903, you see we did not begin to install until Novem- 
ber, 1902. 

Q. You have not got the one for 1904 yet?—A. It is not quite out. The fiscal year 
ends at the end of the year, but I can supply you with the information later. 

Q. I wish you would make it complete down to December 31.—A. I will supply you 
with a statement for 1904. 

Q. Thank you. I was going to ask whether you have any automatic system of ex- 
change, or do you employ people to attend to the exchange service?—A. We have six 
operators. 

Q. What are their wages?—A. The wages are $25 a month. 

Q. What is the total amount that you pay for exchanges?—A. And maintenance, 
$2,400. We own our own electric light plant, and the superintendent of the telephone 
line is also the superintendent of the electric plant. 

Q. The cost is $2,400 a year for each of the two towns?—A. No, I will give you 
the cost of the two towns. For Fort William the total cost of exchange and mainten- 

ance is $2,400. 
Q. I want it separate, because there are automatic exchanges. I want to see what 
would be the financial results if you used an automatic exchange instead of one worked 
by human beings.—A. There are six operators. Two get $25 a month, two get $20, one 
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gets $22.50, and one learner at $15 a month. That is a total of $127.50. Then the 
ee at and linemen’s salary we divide between telephone and electric line 
wor 

Q. That has nothing to do with it. You pay about $1,500 a year?—A. In each towa. 

Q. In each town, is it?—A. In each town, yes. 

Q. Then if an automatic system does the work?—A. There is a saving of $3,000. 

Q. Minus any cost to have it looked after?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are you connected with the long-distance Bell Telephone?—A. No. There is 
no long-distance as yet. The towns of Fort William and Port Arthur, situated at the 
head of the lake, are somewhat isolated. North Bay and Sudbury are the nearest towns 
of any size this way, and Rat Portage, 300 miles west, is the nearest town of any size 
the other way. 

Q. Does your telephone system extend beyond the two municipalities you named? 
—A. No, not yet. 

Q. Not yet?—A. We re in contemplation extending it to the rural districts 
around, but we have only been in operation two years. 
~ QQ. Are you connected with the railway stations?—A. Well, we are in connection 
with: the Canadian Northern Railway. They admitted us on my request very readily 
and thought that it was a great convenience to them, but owing to the ironclad agree- 
ment between the Bell Telephone Company and the Canatind Pacific Railway we are 
excluded from the Canadian Pacific Railway. 


- . By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. With all the railways, in fact?—A. I beg your pardon? 
Q. With all the railways? 
The CHarrMan.—Not all the railways. 
Mr. Jounston.—Not all the railways. They have connection with the Canadian 
- Northern Railway. 

The CHairRMAN.—They have an agreement Ghick speaks for itself. 

Mr. Dyke.—Owing to an exclusive agreement we are not permitted to have con- 
nection either with the freight sheds, the railway station, the railway offices, or the 
elevators. We made the best endeavours we could in approaching the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, and thought we had some claim on the Canadian Pacific Railway for con- 
sideration in this matter. Fort William iv the last fifteen years 

The CHamman.—I hardly think that is material. 

Mr. Macitean.—Well, I would like, Sir William, at one stage, to get in the actual 
letters or correspondence between these municipalities and the railway company where 
their respective positions are defined. 

The CHaiMan.—Yes, bearing on the question. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Have you any letters of that kind?—A. Not bearing on that. I have some 
Sie here from our leading business men showing how their trade is injured, and 
that this is a restriction of trade and commerce. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Just read that. 


Exhibit No. 6. 
DAG RENION) OB CANADA. | f3 the matter of a contract between the Bell Telephone 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO, Company and the Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
District of THUNDER Bay. at 
To Wit: 


I, William Wallace Birdsall, of the town of Fort William, in the District of 


Thunder Bay, do solemnly declare that: Mr. JOSHUA DYKR 
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1st. That I am a regularly qualified practising physician and surgeon residing in 
the town of Fort William. 

Qnd. That for five years previous to the year 1903 I was a subscriber of the Bell 
Telephone Company at Fort William, and that during that period I found the service 
most unsatisfactory, and although I made repeated appeals for a better service, I was 
rudely refused, and advised that my rate for service would and was raised from $32 to 


$45 per annum. - Soe H 
3rd. That the service now given me by the municipality 1s entirely satisfactory, 


and effective. 

4th. That I now have no telephonic access to any portion of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company offices or buildings, and I am certain that the exclusive contract be- 
tween the Bell Telephone Company and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company is a 
restriction to the trade and commerce of the Dominion. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true and 
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by virtue of 


‘The Canada Evidence Act, 1893.’ 


DECLARED before me at the town of Fort William 
in the district of Thunder Bay this 1st day of }W. W. BIRDSALL 
April, A.D., 1905. 
JNO..J. WELLS, 
A Notary Public, &e. 


Exhibit No. 7. 
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO, i 
DoMINION OF CANADA, In the matter of the Bell Telephone Company. 
To Wir: | 


I, F. W. Fraser, secretary-treasurer of the John King Company, Limited, of the 
town of Fort William in the district of Thunder Bay, do solemnly declares that: 

In our opinion the agreement existing between the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company and the Bell Telephone Company, by which a telephone monopoly is given 
to the Bell Company on all the premises of the company throughout the whole Dom- 
inion, and all other telephone lines are excluded, is a restraint of trade and against 
the best interests of the public. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true anl 
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by virtue 
of ‘The Canada Evidence Act, 1893.’ . 


DecuarED before me at the town of Fort) 
William in the District of Thunder} F. H. FRASER. 
Bay this 1st day of April, A.D., 1905. ] 
JNO. J. WELLS, 
Notary Public. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Are the others to a like effect?—A. Yes. Here is one from one of our largest 
clothing stores. (Filed as exhibit No. 8). 

Q. What is. the name?—A. Clarence Hugh Jackson, ex-mayor. 

Q. To the like effect?—A. To the like effect. 

Q. And the next one?—A. This one is from the cold storage owned by Gordon 
Tronsides & Fares. (Filed as exhibit No. 9.) 

Q: Who makes that affidavit?—A. Their manager. They handle 50 tons per 
month and have no telephone connection with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company 
and he thought that a restriction. 
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Q. Who makes that affidavit¢—A. George W. Brown, manager. The next one 33 
from one of our largest grocery stores. 

Q. What is the name?—A. The name is J. Edgar Rutledge to the same effect, 
setting forth the disabilities under which he labours from not having access to the 
railway. (Filed as exhibit No. 10). 

Q. They will all appear on the minutes. 

Q. What is the next one?—A. The next is from our largest hardware store, to 
the like effect. 

Q. What name?—A. Hugh M. Piper. (Filed as exhibit No. 11). 

Q. How many householders are there in Fort William?—A. How many house- 
holders are there? I should think there would be about 700. 

Q. Seven hundred householders? How many telephones has your system in Fort 
William in the houses?—A. I will give you that in a moment. 

Q. I want to ascertain the proportion of telephones 


Mr. Maclean: 


Q. I was going to say that we should get all the matter which relates to the rail- 
way station together. 

The CHAIRMAN :—Yes. Have you any more dealing with the railway station? The 
witness we had the other day showed a refusal. There is no doubt of the attitude of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. In connection with that I would like to ask one question. Has your town 
bonused or given any exemption to the Canadian Pacific?—A. Yes. In exemptions 
from taxation, in lands donated, river front given, and streets closed up, we have 
given to the Canadian Pacific Railway the last fifteen years about $2,000,000. 

Q. Good value out of the municipality?—A. Good value out of the municipality. 

Q. You have given them over $2,000,0002—A. There is one thing I would like 
to mention, if I may be permitted, in connection with this agreement as it bears on 
the town. This agreement, this contract between the Bell Telephone Company and the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was signed on the 1st day of May, 1902, some time after 
our debentures had been advertised and we regarded it, and I think rightly too, we 
regarded it as an effort to destroy municipal ownership in telephones. There was no 
talk of anything like that before,and if effect of course in excluding us from the 
railway was to place an embargo on us which might, as hey thought, destroy our 
system. 


By the Chairman: | 


Q. To prevent you going into existence?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Now all these people, the people of Port Arthur and Fort William, all wish 
this connection with the Canadian Pacific Railway and with the other railways, in the 
furtherance of business, and they are practically all giving business, and the facili- 
tating of business between them and the railways?—A. Certainly, and just to show 
you 


Q. Just a moment. And these people who are desirous of connection with the 
railway are not enemies of the railway, but clients of the railway ?—A. Clients. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Patrons?—A. Many of them run down on their bicycles to find out if there 
any freight and to ask questions. 


. 
= 
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Q. How do you find out what you wisn to know? What is the actual incon- 
venience?—A. The actual inconvenience is that our people in being loyal to their 
own system, many of them send a messenger down, or go down on their wheel, or drive 
down, and a re much inconvenienced by having no connection. In a few instances the 
Bell Telephone Company has put ’phones in the business houses, but there are only a 
few that will receive them, as a matter of principle, owing to the ’phone-agreement. 
It was entered into after we had started our scheme and advertised our debentures, 
and the townspeople consider it was an effort to entirely block them and injure them. 

Q. Did you give the Bell Telephone Company any privileges in your municipality 
before that?—A. Yes, they had the privilege of our streets. 

Q. Was there any agreement or contract?—A. No, we never gave any franchisa, 
and they had no rights with us other than were in their legislation as declared for the 
general good of Canada. 

Q. And therefore this Bell telephone which was on your streets became in sub- 
stance the enemy of the municipality?—A. Very much so. 

Q. Very much so. That is to say a corporation created by the Dominion Govern- 
ment and allowed to come into your municipality practically turned into a publi: 
enemy. 


The CHairMAN.—I do not think it was the Dominion Government that created it. 
Mr. MacitEan.—OCreated the charter. They are a Dominion organization. 


The CHamrMan.—They were incorporated by the Dominion Parliament thirty yenrs 
ago. 


Mr. MacitEan.—Well, I mean the Dominion Parliament. 
Wirness.—The Dominion Parliament. 


Q. What I want to get at was this broad principle: That an organization created 
by the Dominion becomes a public enemy when it sees fit and antagonizes the muni- 
cipalities—A. I would like to mention, if I may be permitted, as Mr. Maclean raises 
this point, to speak of the difficulties we had in inaugurating and developing our sys- 
tem. In the first place the Bell Telephone Company gave free ’phones; the proof of 
that lies here. I have a copy of their sworn statement. The Provincial Government 
requires that they shall make a sworn statement, for assessment purposes, of their gross 
receipts. This is the statemen?:— 


Exhibit No. 12. 


Boarp OF COMMISSIONERS, 
Water, Licut, TELEPHONE, 
Fort WiuuiaM, Maych 25, 1995. 


Herewith find copy of notice served upon me as clerk of the municipality by the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 


REGISTER. 
HamILTon, ONnT., January, 3905. 
THE CLERK, 
Of the Town of Fort William. 


Sir,—Take notice that the gross receipts of the Bell Telephone Company of Can- 
ada, Limited, in your municipality for the year ending December 31, 1904, were $817.40. 
Signed on behalf of the above company by 


WM. GEO. SLACK. 
Mr. JOSHUA DYKE. 
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I hereby make oath that I have knowledge of the particulars contained. in the fore- 
going statement and that the same are in every respect fully and truly stated to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 


Sworn before me at Montreal, in the Province of) 
Quebec, this 24th day of January, A.D. 1905.} WM. GRO. SLACK. 
Cuas. N. Scuater, J.P. | 
I certify the above to be a correct copy of the notice in my possession. 
A. McNAUGHTON, 
Clerk. 
By the Chairman: 


Q. What year is that for?—A. The year ending December 31, 1904. TI have with 


me the very latest directory (Exhibit 13), which I will leave on file with you, and it 
shows that in the town of Fort William there are 157 subscribers. Now this $817.40 
would give them just 20 business ’phones at $24 a year, and 25 residential *phones at 


$12 a year; or rather 25 business ’phones at $24 a year, $600; and 18 residential "phones 
at $12, $216, making a total of gross receipts $816 and only 43 ’phones in use. 

Q. That is over 100 free phones?—A. Over 100 free ’phones. A similar state of 
things is true of Port Arthur. Here is the sworn statement: 


Exhibit No. 14. 


CoRPORATION OFFICES, 
. Port ArTHUR, CAN. 
HAMILTON, OntT., January , 190 
REGISTER. 
THE CLERE, 
Of the Town of Port Arthur, Ont. 


Sir,—Take notice that the gross receipts of the Bell Telephone Company of Can- 
ada, Limited, in your town for the year ending December 31, 1904, were $786.70. 


Signed on behalf of the above company by 
WM. GEO. SLACK. 


I hereby make oath that I have knowledge of the particulars contained in the fore- 
going statement, and that the same are in every respect fully and truly stated to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 


Sworn before me at Montreal, in the Province o . ‘ 
Quebec, this 24th day of January, A.D. 1905. WM. GEO. SLACK. 


Cuas, N. Scuater, J.P. 


- Leertify the above to be a true and correct copy. 
J. McTEIGUE, 


Clerk. 


The Cuairman.—lIf they would extend that system generally over the whole Dom- 
inion no one would take exception to it—A. They would become philantrophists, would 


they not? 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. When did they start in to do that?—A. Just a moment. The sworn state- 
ment of Port Arthur is that the gross receipts for the year ending December 31, 1904, 
were $786.70. That would work out thus: 20 business ‘phones at #24, equals $480; 
95 residental ‘phones $12, equals $300; making $780. So that in the town of Port 


Arthur according to their directory they have 73 *phones and that would give them 
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28 free ’phones in the town of Port Arthur and nearly 150 free ’phones in the two 
towns. This is of course proved beyond dispute by the sworn statements as to their 
gross receipts. That is one form of difficulty we have had to meet with. You all know 
gentlemen, there are a few people in every town who are always glad to get something 
for nothing, no matter how little it is. I must say though that the people of the 
two towns have been wonderfully loyal to their system. However, there are a few that 
will take whatever is offered to them not thinking how it effects others. Then we were 
met by a very serious difficulty by open attacks on the credit of the two towns, false 
statements. 

Q. From whom? Who made those attacks?’—A. These attacks emanated from 
the Bell Telephone Company, so we believe. They appeared in the Globe and in the 
Mail and Empire, and in the leading periodicals and when, as Mayor, I wrote a letter 
of protest to the editor of the Globe about the publications of such statements that were 
not true he wrote me a letter—I am sorry I have not the letter with me, but I can send 
for it and place it on the file here—that the information supplied them was an ad- 
vertisement. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. And were you endeavouring to sell municipal debentures at that time ?—A. 
We were endeavouring to sell municipal debentures. They are all sold now and soll 
at 44 per cent; some at par and others at 98. We have not a debenture in our vaults 
unsold. And this was done with a view to destroy our credit. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Have you got those articles here?—A. I have not them. It is owing to illness, 
I had not the time to gather them all. I got out of bed to start on the train. 


By Mr. Maclean:. 


Q. You have issued them in pamphlet form?—A. I brought with me a statement 
that was issued by authority of the town council. I have seven or eight copies of fo¥t 
William, but unfortunately I could only get one of Port Arthur. I have brought these 
for distribution. That is an official answer to that kind of attack. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Have you got the articles which you say appeared in the Globe and Mail ?— 
A. I will undertake to furnish them, sir. 

@. You can hardly connect that with your evidence if they are not here. You 
had better stay until to-morrow, examining the files of the newspapers. Then you 
can produce these articles or whatever those items are which appeared in the press. 
,You say they were paid for as advertisements?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. By the company ?—A. By the company. 


Mr. Maciean.—By the Bell Telephone Company ? 


By the Chairman: 


Q. To make attacks upon the financial credit of your towns?—A. Our towns. 

Q. With the object of preventing them floating their debentures, with the object 
of injuring their credit?--A Yes. And another matter which comes very close home 
i may say and which will be very easily verified. I wrote a reply in the Journal, 
December 30, 1903, to that which appeared in the Ottawa Free Press of that date. 
During the fall of 1903, I think, that was the year, there was a by-law being submitted 
to the ratepayers of this town for the purchase of the street lighting plant, and a 
special commissioner was sent by the Ottawa Free Press to interview the councils and 
officials of Port Arthur and Fort William. He was received very courteously and given 
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every access to our books and there appeared during the week that the discussion ‘vas 


on, a few days prior to the vote, there appeared very gross misrepresentations of the 
condition financially. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. In an Ottawa paper?—A. In an Ottawa paper, in the Ottawa Free Press, I got an 
inkling that the movement was not a friendly one to us, and I wrote a reply aa at 
it to the Journal and asked them, should anything appear in the Ottawa papers that 
was not friendly to Fort William and Port Arthur, to publish this article over my 
signature, showing the actual condition of our finances. That was done. Both articles 
appeared December 30, 1908, and they can be obtained. Well then the letter of the 
commissioner of the Ottawa free Press was published in the Mail and Empire a few 
days after that, ana that was done, I believe, with a view to injure our credit. I can 
produce those papers and put them on file to-morrow. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Then Mr. Dyke, you have no hesitation in saying that in the efforts of these 
two municipalities to establish a municipal system, they were antagonized by the Bell 
Telephone Company making misrepresentations?—A. By free ’phones and by mis- 
representations. 

Q. By offering free phones, by stigmatizing your efforts in the outside press, and 
in other ways trying to injure the realization of what you had in view?—A. I have no 
hesitation in saying that. I also ought to say, I think, that we had in Fort William a 
serious difficulty in the case of a fire, the circumstances of which I think might be 

mentioned here. We opened our system in November, 1902, and March 10, 1903, had 
our central equipment burned in the Fire Hall which was a very combustible building. 
It was a wooden building, brick veneered, lined up with pine, and it was ioled up and 
varnished inside some eight or ten times, and had been up some 15 or 16 years, and this 
was destroyed. The fire occurred—we were supplying telephones to the Macdonald Kn- 
gineering Company on the Canadian Pacific Railway premises. They were building 
an elevator, and in order to get to their premises we had to run our telephone line 
across an overhead bridge and to attach it to an electric line pole, on which there was 
a dead end of the are circuit. It had not been in use for a year and there was no other 
way we could very well give it. As this was a dead end, and not being in use for a year 
we attached our telephone wire there. The telephone had been in this position for four 
months and no accidnt occurred, when one night, a still, drizzly night, as we believe, 
I do not see how it could have occurred otherwise—and mark you, I do not say that the 
Bell Telephone Company did this or had anything to do with it—that they had actual 
knowledge I would not say, but I do say this: That somebody climed the electric pole 
_ and put the telephone wires in connection with the primary wires which were carrying 

2,000 volts, primary lighting wires. That had the effect of thrusting 2,000 volts on to 
the telephone wire which was only charged to carry 30 volts. It occurred in the middle 
of the night, or about two o’clock in the morning, and it set the central station on fire, 
the switchboard. The lady operator that was in the office ran out and got assistance. 
But the place was so inflamable that nothing could be done, and the central station was 
burned up. That accounts in part for there’ being a_ larger expenditure for Fort 
William, there being some $10,000 more debentures in Fort William than Port Arthur. 


The CuairMAN.—I would like to continue now the line of inquiry that I was pur- 
suing. » 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Just one thing, you said free ‘phones. Did the Bell Company reduce their rates 
when you started the municipal system 21—A. Yes, they brought their price down to our 
price at once. There is one matter in connection with our difficulties that I would like 
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to mention, if not detaining you too long. A gentleman came to our town by the name 


of Captain Holmes, ostensibly as a grain buyer. He associated himself with organized 
labour, of which we have a rather strong element in Fort William, and he circulated a 
petition praying—(that was its attitude at the time the statement appeared in the press) 
—praying that a Government auditor be sent to Fort William to look into our finances. 
We had no objection to that.. What we objected to was some outsider doing it surrep- 
titiously, and which was proven by a party who was a leader in the labour movement, 
and who was made use of by them. He came to me and a public meeting was called. 
He told the story before all the citizens that he had been requested by an agent of the 
Bell Company to do this. Now, there were 34 names required to get a Government 
audit and 12 of these who signed the petition have since desired that their names be 
expunged because their signatures were got under false pretences. In the fire our 
records for 1902 were all destroyed, and also the town audit as far as it had gone. 
It was during this time that the records were burned, that this attack was made upon 
us. 
By Mr. Smith: 

Q. What is the name of this labour man?—A. Captain Holmes represented the 

Bell Company—W. H. Bryan. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Can you establish any connection between Mr. Holmes and Bryan?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What?—A. Holmes waited upon Bryan to ask him to circulate this petition. 
Bryan circulated the petition and obtained the names. That is when he saw the 
effect of it. 


By Mr. Smith: 


Q. Does Bryan live in Fort William?—A. Yes, or did until this spring. He i3 
now living on a farm ten miles out. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q..The Bell Company to your knowledge started a petition demanding a govern: - 


ment audit of the finances of the town; is that the statement you make?—A. The 
statement I make is that this Captain Holmes acted for the Bell Company. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. You are positive about that?—A. Just wait until I read you our report here 
(referring to Exhibit No. 15). 


‘The special commissioner refers to organized labour being uneasy at the financial 
outlook, and also refers to a request for a provincial audit which was forwarded from 
this plaeec to the provincial government. This request for a provincial audit was 
originated by the special agent of the Bell Telephone Company, prepared by him, 
and circulated by a man, also in the employ of the said company, named Captain 
Holmes, assisted by a man prominent in labour circles, who has since stated that he 
did so at the request of the Bell Telephone Company, and who, for the purpose of 
entrapping them and showing up their methods, allowed them to consider him their 
dupe. The required number of names, thirty-four in all, was secured, and the petition 
forwarded to the provincial government by Holmes. 


Q. You were positive of the correctness of that?—A. This is an official statement 
of the town council. 

Q. You are positive as to its correctness?—A. Yes, I believe the correctness of it. 

Q. You have no doxbt as to its correctness ?—A. No, I have not any doubt what- 
ever. 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. Was that statement published?—A. Yes, this statement has been published. 
we had some 5,000 copies of it struck off. This is the statement :— 


(Exhibit No. 18.) 
MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP AT FORT WILLIAW. 
REPLY.) TO” THE * SPECIAL COMMISSIONER ” OF THE OTTAWA FREE PRESS. 


On December 30, 1903, an article appeared in the Ottawa ree Press regardin.z 
the cost and maintenance of the public utilities in the towns of Fort William and Povt 
Arthur. ‘These two towns own and operate the electric light, waterworks, telephone 
and street railway systems, and are, therefore, the subject of study and comment by 
those who are interested in the subject of the ownership of these utilities by the people. 
The article was subsequently copied in the Toronto Mail and Empwe on January 83 
1904. 

About two weeks prior to the publication of the article, a man representing him- 
self as an accredited correspondent of the Ottawa Free Press appeared in Fort William, 
armed with the proper credentials from his managing editor, asking that he be given 
all necessary information in regard to the working and financing of the different sys- 
tems, as the paper wished to make an exhaustive report on the subject. The corres- 
pondent is referred to as a ‘special commissioner’ and will be so referred to in this 
reply. All possible courtesy was shown him by the officials of the town and by citizens 
generally, and every facility was placed at his command to aid him in his self-impose | 
task, 

In order to make the reply to the special commissioner more elear, and to show a 
motive for the attack, as it proved to be, it will be necessary to state that the town is 
strongly opposed in its telephone system by the Bell Telephone Company of Canadn. 
It is a peculiar coincidence that Mr. W. C. Scott, special agent of the Bell Telephone 
Company, was here at the same time that the special commissioner was; they stopped 
at the same hotel, left for the east on the same train, and it is reported on what is con- 
sidered good authority that the article that appeared in the Ottawa Free Press was 
prepared on the train by the two men, and submitted to the head office of the Beil 
Telephone Company in Montreal before publication. It might be also well to state 
that the city of Ottawa was at that time in the heat of a municipal campaign, in 
which a by-law for $50,000 for street lighting was before the people, and the mayoralty 
campaign was based on the question of the city owning its own franchises. The ques- 
tion of the city installing its own system of telephones is also strongly talked in Ottaw2. 
The by-law was carried by 638 majority, and the mayor, who favoured it, was elected 
_ by an equally large majority. The Ottawa Free Press was in opposition to both the 
by-law and the mayor. 

It is no secret that the Bell Telephone Company, in common with all other mon- 
epolies that have money invested in street railways, electric light and waterworks 
systems, are alarmed at the growing inclination on the part of people to own and 
operate these franchises, and are leaving no stone unturned to discredit such growth, 
and Fort William, being a pioneer in the enterprise, is a particular object of attack. 
This is sufficient explanation of the reason why monopolies should be interested in 
making puolie such distorted reports as from time to time appear in subsidized news- 
papers. It is to their interest to make it appear that these franchises are operate] 
at a loss. We endeavour in this article to make it plain that the special commission2r 
did not tell the truth. This reply to the report of the special commissioner of the 
Ottawa Free Press is prepared by a special committee appointed by the Fort William 
town council, consisting of C. H. Jackson, mayor; FE. 8S. Rutledge and Wm. Newcomb», 
councillors; J. J. Wells, water and light commissioner; and I’. E. Trautman, editor of 
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the Times-Journal. The facts and figures submitted are all taken from the books ol 
the town, and the same facts and figures are open to any person who desires to verify 
them. The report was submitted to the town council, passed by it at a regular council 
meeting, and goes out as an official document of that body. 

The special commissioner’s report gives the figures on receipts and maintenance of 


light and water as follows: 


UWE EES bl be 
Receipts. Maintenance. 
Se ee ow eS a, ee gs ah ee $ 3,552 12 
Re re oa so cas: “a wt We ss Sn Cs 5,018 87 7,405 36 
es oie a ds) a 8 os od aa Ah ons 7,987.18 9,192 86 
2 ee a hn 7,429 10 11,786 44 
$23,882 14 $31,886 79 
WATER. 
_ Receipts. Maintenance. 
1899. . $ 1,005 75 $ 2,782 13 
DOU. sia RAW TAM a Rane 5,374 28 6,522 52 
RS Ir ee 6,376 12 9,492 38 
$12,756 15 $18,797 03 


It will be noticed that the above figures are given only to 1901, while the figures 


given below are to December 31, 1903. 


The statement given below shows the actual 


results. 
WATER. 
Year. Receipts. Expenditure. Gain Loss. 
1899 9,112 09 2,880 72 768 63 
1900 6,366 02 6.907 CO. APs8 Oh cBia © 541 58 
1901 S7TT 28 8,798 46 Sn ate. < 91°18 
1902 11,289 70 103459: 9 929 79 
1903 13,079 26 11,180 75 1898 6 Sah Pe eae 
LIGHT. 
Year. Receipts. Expen diture. Gain. Loss. 
1898 3,992 78 4.665 14 672 36 
1899 6,888 39 T0209 bl rate Vateube 441 12 
1900 8,945 27 8,942 97 9.30 2 Nees 
1901 10,828 70 10,946 22 ota me aetante 117 52 
1902 18,626 31 12,954 72 671. BD) barn sake cate 
1903 12,945 73 13,542 11 Suen es 596 88 
TELEPHONE. 
Year. Receipts. Expenditure. Gain. Loss. 
19038 3,025 25 3,336 81 311 56 
101,876 78 101,844 92 3,502 19 3,470 33 
Deduct losses from gains.............. 38470 33 
Balance surplus.....- . ++. s+e5 sees 31 86 
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These figures are taken from the statements published by the town, all of whien 
have been audited except 1903, and the auditors are now at work on the statement for 
that year. The expenditures include all charges for maintenance, interest and sinking 
fund to end of 1903. There is now on deposit in the Bank of Montreal, Fort William. 
the sum of $11,803, being sinking fund in full on account of debentures issucd for 
purposes of water, light and telephones to date. We have been able during the initial 
years to run our plants at a small profit and to provide our people with light, water 
and ‘telephones as cheap or cheaper than any other place in the Dominion of Canada 
where steam power is used. 

The article says that ‘the plant was given credit in the receipts for $6,692.38 from 
the town on account of street lighting, and $2,987 for street hydrants for fire purposes.’ 

These figures are not correct, but the town is paying at the present time to the 
water and light plant approximately $3,600 per year for 50 arc lamps and 55 street 
hydrants, and are getting full value for this amount. The town requires the light and 
water and only pays to its plants a fair price for the service obtained. 

The special commissioner says :— 


‘The Chairman of the Board of Commissioners quite frankly admitted that a large 
expenditure is needed almost immediately to place the town’s waterworks system in 
satisfactory shape. The present supply is admittedly tainted, and to get pure water 
will require an expenditure of at least $100,000, a serious outlay for the taxpayers to 
face in view of the present liabilities of the town.’ 


This is an absolute and unqualified falsehood, and has been publicly denied by 
the chairman of the Board of Commissioners, and also by a gentleman who was present 
at the interview between the special commissioner and the chairman. Our water 
‘supply has been tested frequently by provincial officers and we are assured by medical 
health officers of the province and of Fort William that it is good potable water and 
absolutely pure and wholesome. 


TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 


Our telephone system has been attacked by the special commissioner. This system 
has been in existence a little over one year. The citizens were drawn into this de 
partment through the neglect and inefficient service of the Bell Company. After years 
of useless appeals for an up-to-date system the two towns—Fort William and Port 
Arthur—which are only four miles apart, decided almost unanimously to install similar 
systems with an agreement of free exchange at the following rates: Domestic, $1 per 
month; commercial, $2 per month, payable in advance. Fort William now has 31% 
phones connected with their switch-board, and applications for 50 more are awaiting 
installation. The system is known as the central energy lamp line system, and is giv- 
ing universal satisfaction to the citizens. In March last the central office was destroyea 
by fire, and we took immediate steps to have it replaced and a fireproof building erectert 
for same. During the interval when we were without service the Bell Telephone 
Company made frantic efforts to extend their system, offering free ’phones to all and 
sundry, and succeeded in establishing a free list of about 75 ’phones. They have over 
and avove this about 87 paid subscribers. We have sworn evidence of their own Ola 
cials that they have ente1zd into contracts in this town to supply, and have supplie| 
and are now supplying, free ’phones. Our citizens remained loyal, and as soon as the 
new plant was installed the demand became so great for town phones that we have 
not yet been able to install all that are on order. ; we 

In the evidence in the case of W. P. Stanser vs. A. F. Woodhead, in the District 
Court of the provisional judicial District of Thunder Bay, Mr. N. Dixon, an employee 


3 i rore on oath as follows:— 
of the Bell Telephone Company, sw eek Sor es 
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Question—You are the special agent of the Bell Telephone Company ? 
Answer—Yes. 

‘Question—Assistant ? 

Auswer—Y ces. 

Question—You have put in a lot of ’phones in Fort William for Mr. Woodhead ¢ 
Answer—Yes. 

Question—Put them in for a year for nothing ? 

Answer—l have; yes. 

Question—Not only him, but others ? 

Answer—Yes. 


- The installation of a new central office equipment, erection of fireproof station 
and the necessary extensions to meet the demands of the service caused a capital ex- 
penditure this year of $11,890.93. The cost of the original installation was $12,509. 
Notwithstanding this, the system showed a deficit on account of maintenance at the 
end of 1903 of only $311.56, after providing all interest charges and sinking fund. 

The special commissioner says: 
‘But I was not able to obtain from the officials a definite statement of expendi- 


ture on the plant since the original ecnstruction was completed, nor could I get any 
definite information as to the receipts or the cost of the maintenance of the telephone 


system. ‘The clerk admitted, however, that a large portion of the amount the plant 


is supposed to be earning has not been collected.’ 


Commissioner John J. Wells took the special’ commissioner to the town offices 
asked for and obtained the telephone register, and showed him receipts which at that 
time amounted to over $1,000, told him that the accounts for the quarter ending De- 
eember 20 were not yet due, and that the amounts expended on capital account could 
not at the time be accurately obtained, but would exceed $20,000. The special com- 
missioner of the Ottawa Free Press dare not deny this. 


FORT WILLIAM’S FINANCES. 


The special commissioner says :— 
‘There has been no audit of the town accounts since 1901, and no financial state- 
ment has has been published or is available from any source which I could command.” 


There is probably no town in the province whose accounts are better kept than ths 
town of Fort William. The annual statements of the treasurer published since 1894, 
bear evidence of this, and many provincial accountants and treasurers of the larger 
municipalities have expressed themselves to the effect that Fort William’s. statement 
‘s one of the clearest and most comprehensive presented by any town in the province. 
The provincial auditor, J. W. Lang, says in his report for the year 1902: ‘ The treasurer 
of Fort William is an efficient officer. I found his balances correct and books well 
kept. The financial statement for the year was an elaborate production.’ 

The town accounts have been audited every year since incorporation and a finan- 
vial statement published. The statement of the year 1902 was delayed on account f 
the fire in March, 1903. . 

The special commissioner says :— 

‘The clerk of the town gives the debenture indebtedness as $437,223.’ 


This statement is a half-truth, deliberately designed to convey a false impression. 
The amount quoted ($437,223.18) is the gross debenture debt, and no allowance has 
been made for sinking fund provided against the same ($71,012.64) which makes the 
net debenture debt $356,220.54. Here is a statement of the debenture debt, and the 
special commissioner had the same information at his disposal :— 
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Debenture debt—gross— 
Local improvement. . 2 Noo tic Bho sh On ene SP Co My CRD) 


Dery ese sc sh Force cccens essere, HO,0T0 00 
ee OMI ee ec oes hveecs voce ccee 79,000 00 
Weleprone <..... bo US a chon eerie ed. 
COOl ee eee es see seis eee ence as sess) se 40, 000M 


We eS Bes ei eset as) tev ews vis. ». 180,949 86 


$42'7,233 18 


Deduct sinking fund as follows :— 


General debenture, school and’ local improvement (in- 


ESTEE so ays PS ). §$405971 10 
CC omomeid eCAsiein Danke... scss+. eee tec ce Fs 18938 54 
Water and light, cash in bank.. .. ...... Per) Fe oy ere Uke om nLD 


$ 71,012 64 
Petes ie ihe ss o's. becnoance $356,220 BA 


All sinking fund to date has been provided for and set apart. Local improvement 
debenture deot is paid by a special levy on the property benefitted, and is, therefore, 
not included in the general tax levy. 


The special commissioner says :— 


‘From his (the clerk’s) admissions and other sources I learned that the town is 
indebted to the bank for something like $125,000.’ 


The special commissioner would make it appear that this $125,000 is in addition 
to the debenture indebtedness, which is in line with other misrepresentations which 
he has indulged in. As a matter of fact, the great part of it is included in the de- 
benture debt, as the advances were made on the security of debentures unsold, and 
which it was inadvisable to sell in the face of a stringent money market. The state- 
ment below is to the end of the year 1903, and the figures are app:>ximately correct :— 


Current account at Bank of Montreal. .. ...... ....$141,000 00 
Advanced on security or debentures unsold, which deben- 
tures are included in total debenture debt........ 75,000 00 


Advanced on local improvements for 1903, for which de- 

bentures will now issue and which are a charge on the 

property benefitted....... hee so Ree orcs tl oO, OUUF aU 
Advances made by bank to carry on business till taxes are 

collected and on capital expenditure for which de- 


bentures are to issue, outstanding accounts and cozl 
Pe eee oe ee is. 2. 47,000 00 


$141,000 00 
The special commissioner says :— 


‘It appears that the town has not sold some of the recent issue of its debentures, 
. ° p 
but that these have been hypothecated with the bank as security for advances. 


This is true, but no exception can be taken to it. All the debentures in question 
are of recent issue except $25,000 Ogilvie mill issue. ‘These are not negotiable until 
the Ogilvie Company makes a start on their proposed mill and elevator, which will 
be in the spring. It is often advisable to carry our debentures in the bank here rather 
than force them on a tight money market and take a lower price for them than they 
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are worth. We have never obtained less than par for our 44 per cent debentures, and 
pay the bank 5 per cent for advances, so that the difference is not a serious one and 
is merely a question of convenience and judgment in financing. 

The special commissioner says :— 


“On the 31st of December, 1901, the current liabilities of the town as given by 
the auditors was $82,960.27, a large portion of which was for sinking fund, but not 
set apart,’ 


This is another deliberate misrepresentation. The commissioner neglected to 
mention current assets amounting to $74,284.14 to offset the liabilities of concurrent 
date, leaving a current deficit of $8,676.18. This current deficit was consolidated ia 
1902, and the town’s statements for 1902 and 1903 show a small surplus of current as- 
sets over current liabilities. All current year’s expenses in 1902-1903 have been fully 
inet by concurrent tax levy. 

The special commissioner says :— 


‘Up to 31st December, 1901, the amount required to be levied annually to mect 
interest and sinking fund amounted to $22,871.65. According to the town clerk’s 
statement, the debenture indebtedness has been increased since that date by over $170, 
J00. This, together with the indebtedness to the bank, which is drawing a higher rate 
if interest than the debentures, would bring the annual charge for interest.and_ sink- 
ng fund up to $35,000. As already shown, the services for which this debt was chiefly 
ineurred are being operated at a loss, and the ratepayers have, therefore, to bear this 
‘arge burden in their annual taxes, or have it piled up in deficits.’ 


The point made by the special commissioner in regard to paying more interest to 
‘he bank than the debentures draw has already been fully explained. To further meet 


“is arguments, we give below the amount of interest and sinking fund provided by. 


the different departments for the years 1901, 1902 and 1903, which was the full amount 
required for those purposes. 
Amount required to meet interest and sinking fund on general debenture debt :— 


1901. 1902. 19038 
$10,754.60 $13,564.80 $14,410.43 
Amount required by water and light plants :— 
1901. 1902. 1903 
$6,779.66 $7,407.96 $7,407.96 


Amount required for telephones in 1903 was $1,028.70. 


By the above it will be seen that the total amount required for interest and sink- 
ing fund in 1903 was $22,847.09, of which the sum of $8,486.66 was paid out of the 
carnings of the plants, whereas the special commissioner would lead readers to believe 
ne amount was $35,000. 

The plants are self-sustaining, and the people generally have not been called on 
9 pay one dollar to carry on our water, light and telephone systems. The systems 

re and have been operated at a small profit, which will continue to increase as the 
own adds to its population. 

Recently we have adopted the plan of issuing our debentures on the instalmene 
»tan, which provides that the interest and part of the principal is paid every year. 


ATTITUDE OF ORGANIZED LABOUR. 


ry. be ° ° . . . 
The special commissioner refers to organized labour being uneasy at the financi:] 
»utlook, and also refers to the request for a provincial audit which was forwarded from 
ius place to the provincial government. This request for a provincial audit was 


Mr. JOSHUA DYKE. 


SS 


— 


MINUTES OF EVIDENOR 87°? 


APPENDIX No. 1 


originated by the special agent of the Bell Telephone Company, prepared by him, and 
circulated by a man, also in the employ of the said-company, named Captain Holmes, 
assisted by a man prominent in labour circles, who has since stated.that he did «9 
at the request of the Bell Telephone Company, and who, for the purpose of entrappiny 
them and showing up their methods, allowed them to consider him their dupe. The 
required number of names, 34 in all, was secured, and the petition forwarded to the 
provincial government by Holmes. A counter-petition is now signed by twelve of the 
signers of the original petition, asking that their names be expurged, and stating that 


their signatures were obtained by false representations. This serves as an illustration 


ef the methods that are being pursued by the Bell Telephone Company under the direc- 
tion of their special agent here, and shows to what extent an unscrupulous corporatio 1 
will go to gain its ends. 


THE PRIMARY OBJECT. 


It may be asked by some what ovject the Bell Telephone Company, or any 
other corporation whose money is invested in public utilities may have in seeking to 
scatter broadcast statements tending to show that the operation of street railway, water, 
light and telephone systems is a losing investment, when these same corporations are 
seeking by every possible device to strengthen their grasp and extend their investments 
at every opportunity. The trend of the whole article in the Ottawa Free Press is to 
endeavour to show that the constant call in Fort William has been for 
more money, and that the ratepayers have poured money into the systems 
without any return in sight, and that there is still a call for more. The figures here 
given show that the systems have paid for themselves; that they are now making a 
small profit and that a valuable asset can be shown for every dollar of expenditure} 
The strongest proof of the popularity of the principle of municipal ownership can bé 
found in the fact that the rank and file of our inhabitants are owners of their own 
homes, and that no offer, however great, could induce them to sell their franchises. 
In conclusion, we have only to say that we invite and court publicity; the books of the 
town and help of the officials are at the command of any person who desires to investi- 
gate. All we ask is the truth. 

C. H. JACKSON, 
A. McNaucuTon, Mayor, 
Clerk. 
Fort William, Jan. 28, 1904. 


(Exhibit No. 16.) 


‘OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF THE OPERATION OF THE FRANCHISES OF 


THE TOWN OF PORT ARTHUR. 
PUBLISHED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN COUNCIL, 


And a Reply to the Special Commissioner of the Ollawa Free Press. 


On December 30, 1903, a statement appeared in the Ottawa Free Press, purporting 
to be by a reporter of that paper, giving an impartial statement of the experiences of the 
towns of Port Arthur and Fort William, in the municipal ownerships of the two towns. 

The town of Port Arthur owns and operates the electric street railway in the muni- 
cipalities of Port Arthur and Fort William, the electric lighting of the town ot Port 
Arthur and the municipal telephone plant. . 

As a foundation of the impartial (2) statements of the reporter, he publishes oe 
following as a statement of the receipts and operating expenditures, and claims that 
the result is a loss to the town in operating expenses of $21,258.37. 
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Receipts. Operating Expenses. 

DRUG. s@ 00 cs 00 « ats ahve sa Oo. 4040007 $ 15,567 51 

tT ee. (oo he eee 8,290 65 9,252 20 

6:1 EEE o's, i eee 7,571 42 16,460 48 
ISU0... 2. <genrir gs ee Ne 4 6 9,365 10 7,860 95 

BES Oe Oo Ones Se i RES Se eg 11,942 73 

A898 . |. (MRE fo tcid saint gers Goce vie 13,151 88 18,792 14 

1899 game ween ale s, , acess ans ae eels 14,390 74 16,081 59 

[OU ererr ne ata ew «te oh. Eh 15,401 76 15,983 50 

TL Ie os a 19,287 57 18,601 56 

Pe eee tee eu 8a ee ee. Beet 25,828 45 23,399 27 
$132,683 56 $153,941 93 


and from these figures he claims the loss of $21,258.37 in operating expenses. 

Where did the reporter obtain these figures? From the tone and remarks of his 
statement, it would be believed that they were obtained from the town treasurer, and 
were what he represents them to be—a true report of the receipts and operating ex- 
penses of the street railway and electric light, whereas, they must have been copied 
from the accounts forwarded by the town auditors to the Bureau of Industries in Tor- 
onto. These accounts show. the receipts and payments of the town, in connection with 
the electric railway and light plants, that the town paid out $155,160.45, not $153,941.93, 
as figured by the reporter. 

In addition to this statement of the town’s receipts from, and payments to the 
electric railway and electric light plants, the auditors also furnished to the Bureau of 
Industries, statements of income and expenditure of the electric railway and light, 
which the reporter entirely ignored. Below is a tabulated statement of the receipts and 
payments, and following afterward, a statement of the income and expenditure :— 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS. 


Cash Payments. 


Gen. 
Year. Receipts. and Fuel. ( Capital. 
Maint. \ 
1898 oy 25 cP Ode eitol 99 “SE cieies sadvieck) Caegieiaiee 
Ede Sere ips 8,290 65 7,166 35 1,481 388 AGS ae tae 604 47 
L895 Ares Sage 7,571 42 5,209 56 1,552 48 Mee ee 9,698 44 
EOUG v2 ace he 9,365 10 6,039 06 Tit 42 nella nips 50 47. 
LOT ed a’. Weel Ee nonin 5,864 45 2,109 18 Meats 4,605 93 
BUS Ue aah (io loins 7,699 96 3,211 %3 aie cached 7,814 45 
General. Maintenance. 
T8000 So env hoe! TAS OO ieee Bae B04).15 3,926 45 $2,768 14 2,074 54 
RL raavag cates Jessie RLOGE UT ee 6,838 88 4,551 97 3,845 05 747 60 
MOD Bho as sy, “Os Reay 7,682 83 4,633 30 4,133 25 2,152 18 
IIe el ea | 2B See SG 8,803 01 *2,470 89 8,811 82 8,313 55 


$132,683 56 $69,629 54 $27,583 33 $14,558 26 $43,389 32 


* Plant operated by water-power six months. 
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The reporter improperly called a statement of the receipts and payments of the 
town, to and from the electric railway and light commissioners, a statement of the re- 
ceipts and operating expenses of the electric railway and light, and by this ES 
ment, he represented that our plants were operated at a loss of $21,258.37, whereas 
$43,389.32 of the $155,160.45, (or as the reporter calls it $153,941.93) was spent ‘on 
capital account, but these figures have nothing to do with the controversy, excepting as 
introduced by reporter, as they are accounts between the town and the electric railway 
and eight commissioners. It is said that figures never lic, but by an extraordinary 
manipulation of them, this reporter figures that the following is the loss to the town of 
Port Arthur :— 


Doseminr oncratmerexpenses, is). en Se Peek ss $ 91,988 27 
Interest on capital paid from taxes.. ............ 67,250 00 
Simin oat aamOteDrOvided ies 06 Si 6) Je lod lel en 30,000 00 


$118,508 27 


We submit the following as the actual statement of the earnings and operating 
expenditure of the electric railway and electric light plants from 1892 to 1902, in- 
clusive :— 


Income. Expenditure. 

oo eee e ee mb. Rr. ll at "GB «6,189 65 $ 7,691 77 

ees Peay eR Tha: Nt eke SS (ila eee lw 8,351 47 12,657 75 
oe asad AMOR wea St ALS Se ee cal OES 10,603 73 18,3738 98 
OO ene ie eh al aOR tte 10,668 32 10,461 37 
es J pee (eee ech iG.) anaes ccie) i 18,002 55 - 10,958 67 
ThE eas its eee Ae ae 12,166 97 12,053 43 
PSH enna. 6 coe oat an En nt a ae 14,438 13 12,295 68 
De Ro eke Gly ea ee 5 te See ed eae 15,585 29 14,000 75 
SG icon ky ae ee et ape A ge ea ce 17,312 56 15,2382 710 

AS em es ace Mnita ose eS) tes 21,275 14 16,603 75 


at ME ay ete 5), Wy oi, 26,797.16 14,617 32 


$156,347 57 $139,947 17 


Miiere tes ComenDeiif nie. o. 69ers, is Se sles +2 156,347 
The gross expenditure for operation, fuel, maintenance 

and everything else, except interest, sinking fund 
Paeeaitalexpenditures, 2... +. +. .- -- + --. 139,947 17 


Leaving a profit on operating expenses of.. .. .. .. .-6 16,400 40 


The interest on capital expenditure, including 1891, the construction period, is as 
follows :— 
On $75,000 from 1891 to 1892 at 5 per cent.. .. .. .. .. $45,000 
On 40,000 from 1893 to 1902 at 5 per cent.. .......- 20,000 
On 15,000 from 1899 to 1902 at 5 per-cent.. .. ...... 8,000 


$68,000 


i 
digsaprotit-on Operating... sj. sells ee we ee 16,400 


$51,600 
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As a loss which, divided over 12 years, $4,300 per annum, taken out of general taxa- 
tien. 
| The reporter figured loss on operating... ........ +. +. $21,258 27 


Jnterest.on capi ee eerie. exe 4 -wie sew . welt eel de-eepejer ae Og 

$88,508 27 
Whereas tirenioseoreess ss 2. SP Pee ee ee 
A difference in the town’s favour of..........4.++ +. $36,908 27 


He also claims a burden of $30,000 during that period for sinking fund. Of this 
a portion has been collected, and by an Act of the legislature we are not at present 
eollecting sinking fund on $115,000 of the above issues. We do not consider the sink- 
ing fund as a loss; our railway and electric light plants are increasing in revenue and 
value every year, and for 1903 they paid every charge against them, leaving a balance 
ef $3,120 to the town’s credit. 

The Free Press reporter then proceeded to criticise further capital expenditure as 
‘Unsatisfactory Expenditure.’ 


At an expenditure of $68,500— 


The town developed water power at Current River to the extent of 1500 h. p., 
head being 87 feet. 

Built a large storage dam at the head waters of Current River. 

Installed 450 h. p. turbine wheel for lighting plant. 

4,000 light dynamo. 

250 h. p. turbine water wheel for electric re 

250 h. p. dynamo for railway. 


Leaving vacant space in the pen-stock for additional turbines. 


As a result of this expenditure— 

We have ample power to drive the additional street cars. 

Surplus power to sell. 

Have installed 4,500—16 ¢.p. ights—which are profit-producin¢e. 

And replaced 150 h. p. steam plant by 700 h. p. water power plant. 

The fuel bill of our 150 h. p. steam plant was.......... $4,683 00 

The interest at 5 per cent and sinking fund at 1 per cent on 
OS HO A ghak Are 6G tlm wh Se ps antes ae 


Divteren ee per au WM. .--.<. 9 c04< a eae wed eee ee 


Therefore, the fuel bill of our former steam engine pays all the interest and sink- 
ing fund of the new capital of $68,500, with a saving of $523 to the god. 

To carry this ‘ Unsatisfactory Expenditure’ (?) further : Supposing the town had 
had to continue operating our enlarged plant with steam : 


700 h.p. at $30 per h.p. per annum.. .. ws be due ste La OO 

Whereas the interest at 5 per cent A amiaoe fund at 1 
Pee cen an Bes UO IS oko & cis ake ee ee ee 4,110 00 
$16,890 00 


Or a difference of $16,890 per annum, which amount is now saved to the town by that 
expenditure, 


So much for the Ottawa Free Press reporter’s ‘ Unsatisfactory Expenditure.’ 
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The reporter condemned the extension of our lighting 
and the extension of the railway. 

The demand for electric light, owing to the large number of new business places 
and dwelling houses being erected, having absorbed the capacity of the 4,000 light 
dynamo, it became necessary to increase our plant by another dynamo and turbine water 
wheel, and the council asked the ratepayers for an additional $10,000 issue of debentures 
for this purpose. To accommodate the increased railway traffic, we had to purchase 
new cars, and as our town built up, to extend our railway, add turn-out switches, &e., 
erect poles, and wiring, for our electric lighting. All of these require increase of capi- 
tal expenditure, and for which the ratepayers have authorized the issuing of debentures 
for the necessary capital, and it is difficult to understand: why the above-described expen- 
diture, increasing as they will our annual revenue, is headed by the Free Press reporter 
as ‘ Unsatisfactory,’ unless there is some ulterior motive behind it. 

In regard to the reporter’s criticism on the fact that we were relieved from levying 
sinking fund. 

It is true that on $115,000 of our debentures, we are relieved from levying sinking 
fund, but behind this issue are assets that could now be disposed of at a considerable 
increase in value over and above the debentures issued and sold to pay for the same. 

In 1903 the legislature granted the town special legislation as to certain of our 
sinking funds, whereby the sinking fund is arranged according to the prospective value 
of the property for which debentures are issued: for instance, the sinking fund on per- 
manent construction and real estate was made 1 per cent, and on short-lived improve- 
ments, such as street cars, poles, wiring, &c., the debentures all fall due in 15 years, 
principal and interest payable in annual instalments. Certain debentures on perman- 
ent construction, and the bonus debentures to the Canadian Northern Railwa y had been 
issued, and the legislature gave the town permission to put these debentures on a 1 
per cent sinking fund, on obtaining the consent of two-thirds of the debenture-holders: 
it is certainly reasonable that the present ratepayers should be relieved as much as pos- 
sible from the burden of paying back the capital and handing over all our improvements 
and franchises to future ratepayers for nothing. Is not the burden of starting and 
placing our franchises on satisfactory footing, sufficient for the present ratepayers to 
pay, for it is generally the experience that at first they do not pay all charges of opera- 
tion, interest and sinking fund, and it is only fair that such should be divided over 
future as well as present ratepayers. 

Proceeding to the town’s liabilities :— 


plant, the purchase of cars, 


DEBENTURE DEBT CF THE TOWN OF PORT ARTHUR. 
For Municipal Franchises. 


Tilectric. street railway... 0.5 «24s». $115,000 

BS UB arctan a wie! sails, Syne ose. 20,000 

Pee OMS 00S Mylo r se ae Set eam... 7,000 
$132,000 

Ciereuteniverswater powers .'. .: W40.2... . 60,000 

Bee Wee anhes fee ae as ees se va» 15,000 


Mimerpaletclepnone....4 4.4% ju. iene. hae. se «12,000 
— $219,000 


Railway Bonuses, &c. 


> 


Canadian Pacific Railway, water lots.. .. .. .. $14,000 
Port Arthur, Duluth and Western Railway... .. >> 20,000 
Canadian Northern Railway... .. . Sanne aise 


Contribution, Dominion Government for breakwater 26,000 Pre Hn 
—_—_—___—__—_ vy 
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School Buildings. 


“iiieh School... ees SE 000d 
Public School. pe ia ee ee SS 2000 
$37,500 
Fire hall building, lot and fire engine.. .. .. .. 15,000 
——— 52,400 ; 
Real Estate. 
Lot 5, ae Arthur Street.. ... tials t and eer eon 
Lots leased Pigeon River Tater oh we ede ae 6,000 
Town Park (128 acres).. ‘te bape Cengage ames EEO OLR 
Lot 10, South Pearl ey on Tewc UN EAA ee 9,250 
PGtalasN. Waverley. Street... ..3. alu) wa eae wee 1,000 
Bi per mba tO 2b ihc. sca. uss. 1s ates Se aceite OU 500 
18,750 
$405,250 
oss sinking fund in bank, 4...) sack alee eon 
And Debentures. retired: 2 “2.5 .c-c0 Soe oe 5,000 
20,695 
$384,555 


The item of $219,000 was borrowed for the construction and development of the 
electric street railway, the electric lighting plant, the water power at Current River, 
and the municipal telephone system. The electric lighting paid its way from the first, 
but it was some years before the receipts of the street railway were sufficient to fully 
pay all interest charges, as well as its maintenance and operation, thus causing an aver- 
age amount of $4,300 a year from 1892 to 1902 to be collected by general taxation ; 
though much heavier in the earlier years of its operation, as may be seen by referring 
to the statement of the actual earnings and expenditure of the electric railway and light 
plants. In 1903 the earnings covered all expenses of operation, maintenance, interest 
and sinking fund (excepting sinking fund on $115,000), the electric railway and light 
plants turning into the town’s treasury, for the relief of taxation, $3,120, after paying 
all these charges. 

From the preceding statement it will be seen the ordinary debenture debt of the 
town is $165,555, and $115,000 of this sum is represented by bonuses to railways and 
breakwater. 

(The town is receiving, and will receive indirectly, a much greater benefit than 
the amount of sinking fund and interest represented by this debt.) 

School buildings and property, $52,500 and real estate, $18,750, and worth now 
considerably more than the debenture issue for same, 

In 1903 the ratepayers voted $85,000 to install a waterworks system; they also voted 
$62,000 for a sewer system, $30,000 of which will be borne by the property specially 
benefited. 

The only expenditure that will fall directly on the town is the $32,000 for sewers. 
The waterworks and extension to the railway and light, being revenue producers, will 
carry themselves and be no burden to the ratepayers, as the power for operating the 
waterworks and railway has already been developed. 

It will be seen from statement of debenture debt that none of it is for general pur- 
poses, the streets, bridges and sidewalks being constructed either under frontage assess- 
ment or paid for out of general taxation. 

The $80,000 owing the bank is borrowed for the constructing of the waterworks 
and sewers and extension of the railway and light plants, &¢., on security of debentures 
unsold. 
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There is practically no floating debt to be met from general taxation ; the general 
levy for taxes covering each year’s current liabilities, 


The Bell Company have had an exchange here from the year 1885. An opposition 
company began business, but after a season’s fighting in the free for all tactics of the 
Bell Company they finally sold out to the Bell. 

The service rendered by the Bell Company here was most inefficient, owing to 
antiquated instruments being used. The operation of the system became go very 
unsatisfactory as to be almost useless, and after repeated efforts by citizens to have the 
head office furnish a better service—which petitions were unheeded—the councils of 
the two towns appointed a committee of each council, which committee in turn appointed 
a sub-coninittee, to investigate as to the cost of an up-to-date telephone system, such 
as would meet the requirements of the telephone users. 

After correspondence with many of the leading manufacturers of telephone appa- 
ratus, the committee reported fully as to cost of a ‘ Central Energy’ two-hundred sub- 
scriber plant installed complete, thinking this would be sufficient in each town for some 
years, as the Bell Company had only about 100 paid subscribers in each town. 

At this juncture the Bell Company’s representatives paid us a visit. At their 
request a meeting of the committee was called to confer with them. At this meeting 
they made the generous (?) offer that if they were given the franchise of our streets 
they would give two phones free for town use. They would supply later pattern tele- 
phones (these costing $10 wholesale) at a further extra cost of $5 per annum, making 
a cost for service of $35 for business and $30 for domestic ’phones per annum. 

The total revenue received by the town from the Bell Company up to 1903 was 
about $27 per annum taxes. The town paid for every ’phone used. 

By this time the councils decided to submit the question to the ratepayers. A by- 
law was prepared which, together with the estimates of cost, maintenance, &e., was 
advertised. _ : 

A new set of estimates were made by the Bell Telephone Company, showing that 
in their view it would cost very much more than we estimated, while operating expenses 
would be enormous. Judging by salaries they paid, it did not appear so to us. Not- 
withstanding the Bell Company’s liberal canvassing, distribution of circulars, paid 
letters in the press and retaining two lawyers, the vote was taken and the by-laws car- 
ried in each town, 14 in Port Arthur and 7 votes in Fort William being all that were 
recorded against the by-laws. 

Having received such unanimous support the councils at once called for tenders, 
with the result that before January 1, 1903 each town was in possession of an up-to-date 
‘Central Energy’ telephone plant, equipped fully in each case with two hundred latest 
telephones. The rates were placed at $2 per month for business houses, with the privi- 
lege of the subscriber having extension sets free by their buying them themselves at a 
cost of $10. This is a great accommodation, as they place the Micro hanging ’phone 
at the different counters and desks, and the users do not have to run to one central 
point. The domestic ‘phones are $1 per month. In the installation extra provisiom 
was made for protection from lightning and electric dangers. : 

Since the installation of the system there has been a complete exemption from acci- 
dent or trouble, and the greatest satisfaction has been expressed by the patrons and 
subscribers. Practically every office and place of business in the town subscribes and 
pays for the municipal ’phone. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, owing to an agreement with the Bell 
Telephone Company, are not subscribers of the municipal telephone system, and there- 
fore have no means of communicating with the police or fire department for the pro- 


1 i he convenience of their patrons. 
tection of their property and the c Paper ee 
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The Canadian Northern Railway Company, seeing the necessity of such protec- 
tion, have municipal ’phones in all their departments, two of which are free and the 
balance are paid for at regular business rates. 

The Bell Telephone Company can certainly claim furnishing service to a certain 
class that the town refused to supply. 

The estimated cost of a system, for two hundred subscribers, was $9,000, the vote 
being for $12,000, of which $3,000 was for a building, which it was afterwards decided 
not to erect, and this sum has not been expended. The system was completed for $8,- 
746.99, being $253.01 less than the estimates. 

The system was so successful and the demand for ’phones so great that an exten- 
sion of the plant to double the original capacity was necessitated. Accordingly a by- 
law for $9,000 for that purpose was submitted to the ratepayers on the 4th ult., and was 
carried overwhelmingly, 

The system at vresent consists of the following, viz.: Wire, over 250 miles, of which 
a great portion is copper wire in lead-covered cables. <A ‘ Central Energy’ switchboard 
with capacity for over 400 subscribers. Telephones at present installed and in use, 345; 
many more are ordered and in course of installation, and of the whole system only 
three are free, all others paying full rates. We do not think the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany have twenty paying subscribers in town. 

From the way in which the system is growing it would appear that a still further 
extension of plant will soon be necessary. 

The rece:pts and expenditures: for the year 1903 are as follows :— 


RECEIPTS. 


Amounts collected to date... . $3,402 50 
Amounts still owing (all of wares is perfectly ee at i 148 85 


$3,546 385 


EXPENDITURES. 
Se Aries sic Rs akg cred Ca dale KEES cau ned Uday ese ac ance eae aes nee 
ROD Es: 5. oe. 0. duals 8 Pincdecle: c., Sabatier ae tig AN ease ae an ey 95 84 
THISOEATICE; 5 “ues a ee Pence Ga wind tet art | Nits. abana 55 00 
Miscellaneous ae TED ALS sil, \o hacks a one ered RE ae 718 00 
Interest: on debentures.<:dia: 6) a ncue fle ee ee 600 00 
$3,347 49 
Balance Droit nsikcs 26 xis hc eeta eee ee ee 198 86 
$3,546 35 


In the foregoing it must be borne in mind that but few subscribers had ’phones for 
the full year, owing to the fact that the system was in process of installation. 
We pay the following salaries :— 
’ Per month. 
Superintendent... % .. 4 Av ste ks ple eRe eae ek ea ee 
Obiek operators icin ss sia las aed eee ee 
Warn waaitiiis. Son carh rok eR ig eo te eon een Ke 
Wit DPOFa OTs ool e ccc eis ee 45 Sea eles eel cones Oe 
Spare operator...... Sage ale Ree eee ee ee 10 00 


BE Lie! 0'dsy shaw! kaps 5." \xip och pas By aR tees pe a 


Or $2,220 per annum, as against $1,050 paid by the Bell previous to our service being 
installed. 
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Lhe Bell staff were paid at the following salaries -— 


Three lady operators at $12.50 per month.. .... . ; $37 50 
eee POCO r =. ose e kw. see... 5 00 
The superintendent, general manager, electrician, 
book-keeper, collector, &e., for both Port Ar- 
thur and Fort William exchanges, all-combined 
Mmeolee™@Manrat a salery-ols> 2: 2. 2... zs 45 00 per month. 


reer orice se s..s  $8T BO a 


Or $1,050 per annum. The rates were: For business ’phones, $30, and domestic, $26 
per annum. Any extension sets were charged $15 per annum extra. 

At present we contemplate reducing the rates tv $20 for business ’phones and $1@ 
for domestic. 

The total amount of outstanding accounts on December 31 was $601.50. Since 
then there has been collected $457.60, leaving uncollected as at December 31, 1903, 
$148.85. | 

There is not a better installed telephone plant in Canada than the municipal systera 
owned by Port Arthur. _ 

The Free Press comments upon the loyalty of the people of Port Arthur and Fort 
William. This is not to be wondered at when it is remembered that the franchises are 
_ owned by the people and are paying satisfactorily, 

It seems significant that the special representative of the Bell Company should be 
in Fort William the same time that the ‘special commissioner’ of the Free Press was 
visiting the towns, and it is significant also that both these gentlemen should go east 
on the same train. 

The commissioner states that most of the business men of both towns have connec- 
- tion with both the telephone systems, and also that our telephone service is bad. No 
doubt he got his information from our opponents, as the statement is quite untrue. 
He states the town clerk informed him the capital expenditure had been increased to 
$16,300, but he did not state that the increase was made for increased telephones, owing 
to the rapid growth of the system, and that this is included in the $9,000 voted by the 
ratepayers on January 4, 1904. The commissioner tries to make it appear that ouly 
about 50 per cent of the telephones had been paid for. Read the statement above show- 
ing the income as $3,546.35, with but $148.85 unpaid, and this amount is perfectly good. 

We court the fullest investigation of all these statements, believing that many other 
municipalities having in contemplation the installation of a municipal telephone sys- 
tem will find it not only prove a source of profit, but also greatly reduce the cost of 
telephones used. It can be seen that we pay our employees a much higher salary and 
furnish telephones at from one-half to two-thirds of the price the Bell Company charged 
and yet made a profit out of it. 

The town is growing rapidly in population, as the following enumerations demon- 
strate :— 


Year. Population. 
nn fe Rr ee ee we we «| (2,424 
anne a een ete eee es eee oe 2,779 
rip ee eee eS Gd ape ss es cx | 8,148 
4,213 


OO IN Be era A ee a LL 


An increase in five years of 3,132, or 129 per cent. 
Situated at the head of lake navigation; a port of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
and the terminal lake port of the Canadian Northern Railway; the prosperity of the 


great west; the building of large grain elevators and saw-mills has infused confidence ; 
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and many fine stores, wholesale warehouses and residences, &c., as well as large num- 
bers of dwelling houses, have and are being erected; consequently our assessment valua- 
tions for taxation purposes are steadily increasing, as the revised assessment rolls of 
the municipality show, viz. :— 

Year. Amount. 
1899. . <p eel esica:® eck su dGh ucilda soe) apm a ee es a 
1900, SR Bert pace) cis. >< G6 0! oe Pee a) pg gies ae brick Seti geeee 


1901 gee 0s css cs eis, a a Re > ee 
FO eran rete mr r arc Po lt 
MRR ed aay oa Shhesaee LaLa? nek eee Be emg eee 


The gross valuation for 1903 was $2,741,113, and the rate of taxation 23°74 mills, 
being a reduction from 1902 of 3} mills. 
| The preceding statements prove that the town’s financial condition is sound; her 
municipal undertakings on an assured basis; the profits rapidly increasing; contribut- 
ing in 1903 $3,310 to reduce general taxation. The time may not be far distant when 
these profits will almost cover the general expenses of the town, which should be the 
ultimate aim of municipal ownership. 
GEO. CLAVET, Mayor. 
J. McTEIGUE, Clerk. 
Port Arthur, Feb. 23, 1904. 


Q. Did you send a copy of that statement to the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. 


Yes. 
Q. Did they controvert or deny it?—A. No, I have not any knowledge of that. 
Q. When did you send it to them ?—A. When it was printed, January 28, 1904. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
_ Q. And their agent in the town would get copies /—A. We sent them to the muni- 
eipalities. 
Q. The Bell Company’s agents in the towns would get them ?—A. Yes. 
By the Chairman : . 
| Q. Is Holmes in Canada now ?—A. I do not know where he is. This official 
statement goes on : 
‘A counter petition is now signed by twelve of the signers of the original petition, 


asking that their names be expunged, and stating that their signatures were obtaine! 
by false representation.’ 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Was the audit ever held?—A. No. 


The CirrairmMan.—We will ask Mr. Dyke to remain until to-morrow, so tnat he can 
get the extracts from the newspapers. 


Mr. Jounston.—I think it would be important to know the whereabouts of these 
men mentioned by Mr. Dyke. 


The CHAIRMAN.—Mr. Bryan lives on a farm outside of Fort William now, but he 
doesn’t know where Holmes is. 


By Mr. Smith: 
Q. This statement is based on the fact that Bryan says Holmes was an agent of 
the Bell Company ?—A. Yes. 
Q. That is the only evidence that Bryan had?—A. Yes, but Captain Holmes was 
in town, and Holmes went away with the petition, and I think it can be proved that 
he earried the petition to the head office of the Bell Company in Montreal. 
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By Mr. Johnston: 
Q. You will vouch for the correctness of this——~ 


Mr. Smitu.—tThat is, the official statement ? 


Tne Wirness.—Yes, as absolutely correct so far as we know. 


By Mr. Johnston: 

Q. Which you swear to be correct ?—A. Yes, so far as we know. 

(). You have no reason to doubt the accuracy of it?—A. I have no reason to doubt 
16. 

By Ur. Bergeton: 
Q. Do you say that this has been received by the Bell Company?—A. Well, the 
town clerk was instructed to mail it to them. 

Q. You don’t know whether they received ¢—A. I cannot say as to that; we have 
no acknowledgment. 


By the Chairman: . 

(). It was published in the newspapers?—A. It was published in our newspapers. 
and I think we distributed 5,000 of them all over Canada, sending them to the press 
and to the municipalities throughout tne Dominion, also to the financial organization, 
go that they would see our actual standing. : 

-Q. Had the Bell Company a representative in Fort William ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Had they at that time?—A. Yes. 

(). Did he receive a copy of this statement?—A. I believe he did. I cannot say 
positively. 

(). Did it appear in the Fort William papers?—A. Yes, it appeared in them; it 
wes public'ty printed in them. 


By Mr. Monk: 

Q. Have you any reason to believe that Holmes acted under instructions from tne 
head office, or did he act of his own motion, or in the zeal he might have had for. his 
own advancement ?—A. There is a statement about that in this book, if my memory 
serves me right. I would prefer to confine my statements to this book, because tnis 
was done by a committee appointed to inquire into the affairs. Their report was read 
in council and was published as a document of the council. Now, here is what this 
pamphlet (Exhibit No. 15, page 81) says on the point that Mr. Monk has raised :— 


‘In order to make the reply to the special commissioner morg clear, and to show 
a motive for the attack, as it proved to be, it will be necessary to state that the town 
is strongly opposed in its telephone system by the Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 
“It is a peculiar coincidence that Mr. W. C. Scott, special agent of the Bell Telephone 
Company, was here at the same time that the special commissioner was; they stopped 
at the same hotel, left for. the east on the same train, and it is reported, on what is 
considered good authority, that the article that appeared in the Ottawa “Freé Press ” 
was prepared on the train by the two men, and submitted to the head office of the 
Bell Telephone Company in Montreal before publication.’ 


That is exactly the point that I wanted. 


By Mr. Johnston: . 7 
Q. That statement you also vouch for as being correct?—A. I vouch for it as 


being the belief of the town council of Fort William. = 
Q. The town council is not the witness. You are the witness and you are giving 
us evidence?2—A. I believed it thoroughly at the time, and I have no reason to change 


my opinion now. 
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Q. Do you believe that the report of the commissioner was prepared on thie train 
and submitted to the Bell Company ¢—A. That is our opinion. 

Q. I mean your opinion?~—A. I mean my opinion—excuse me. A question raised 
bs Mr. Monk is somewhere answered in this pamphlet. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. There will be an opportunity to-morrow to continue this line of inquiry. I 
think it would be interesting to know what was the effect upon the use of the tele- 
phone by establishing the municipal system, and I was desirous also of learning what 
progress had been made in the extension of the telephone since your two towns kad 
inaugurated this system. You may remember, I asked you how many telephones you 
uow have in use in Fort William. You said 500?—A. Yes. 

Q. And in Port Arthur, 518?—A. Yes. 

Q. And I asked you how many householders there are now in Fort William. 
You said about 700?—A. Yes. 

Q. And how many of the 500 telephones in Fort William are in houses?—A. 350. 

Q. 350 telephones in private houses?—A. Just a moment—that is Port Arthur. 
There are 370 telephones in residences in Fort William. 

Q. Out of about 700 householders?—A. Yes. 

Q. And how many has the Bell Company now?—A. Well, according to their 
statement, they have 

Q. They have 157, according to the directory?—A. Yes, but you must remember 
that 73—I have the number here somewhere—it is some 60 or 70 in connection with 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

Q. Out of the 1572—A. Yes. 

(). ‘hey nave about 100 telephones outside the Canadian Pacific Railway ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. How many of these would be in private houses?—A. Unfortunately I have 
not counted them up. It is here in their directory, which I will file as an exhibit. 

Q. You can get ready to answer that to-morrow?—A. Yes, I will make a note of 
that. 

Q. You ean ascertain for to-morrow how many telephones there were in private 
residences before the municipality began their system, and how many there are now in 
private hous:s? 


Mr. Macwean. 


And just put alongside of that the cost. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. We are coming to that. You will deduct from your statement, or show jin 
your statement the number of free telephones in private houses?—A. Yes. 

Q. In order to ascertain tne effect upon the legitimate lease of the telephone ?—A. 
es, and the progress that has been made. 

Q. And the same information with regard to Port Arthur—you will get that ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. About the business ’phones, you might give us the like information with regard 
to business houses, placed both before and since the arrival of your system on the 
scene ‘—A. I can give 

Q. Then I want to ask a few questions bearing upon your system. Can you tell 
us to-day, or perhaps you can to-morrow if not to-day, the cost of equipping your 
central office in each place¢—A. The cost per ’*phone—I can give you the cost per 
*pnone 

Q. You ean look up this question, and give the ¥ i fapiakian to-morrow ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then I will give you a number of questions that you can answer to-morrow. 
Tt will save time. 
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By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Have you public pay-stations in your towns?—A. No; our ’phone quarterly 
-payments are collected in the same office by the town clerk as the water and electric 
light rates. 

Q. Perhaps you don’t understand me. Have you any stations where the public 
ean go in and for five or ten cents call up any subscribers?—A. No, we can’t charge 
anybody anything. They can go in anywhere. 

~ sf e) ° 
; Q. The public have access to the ’phones, and anybody can go in and use the 
phones ?—A. Certainly. We don’t make any discrimination. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. You are only working in the two towns ?2—A. Yes, that is all. 
Q. You cannot connect with any long distance lines?—A. There is none in yet. 


Q. That is why anybody can use the ’phones. It operates only between the twe 
towns¢—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. If an ordinary citizen wants to talk to somebody he can go into a subscriber, 
and the subscriber can allow him to use tne ’phone and get his answer?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Monk: 
Q. You mean, it is tolerated?—A. No, we have no rule. The system is there for 
the public, and as long as it pays we are obliging the public. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. By the contract in the cities you must not allow the public—a subscriber has 
Bo right to let any one use his ’phone. 


By Mr. Monk: 
Q. Do you make contracts with your subscribers?—A. Yes; I will be able to fyle 
€opies. 


By Mr. Roche: 

Q. What is the capacity of your switchboard ?@—A. 750 in Fort William and 500 
in Port Arthur. The reason we have a larger board is that we started a telephone with 
a 500-central, but when the fire occurred we increased it to 750. 

@. You have an all-night service ?—A. Yes, day and night. 

(). The wages you pay to your employees—do you know the number of employees? 
—A. Yes; tnere are six operators in Fort William and six in Port Arthur. Two get 

$25 


By the Chairman: 
Q. That is on record. They are young ladies?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Have you had many inquiries from other towns and municipalities asking 
for details of your system?—A. Yes, many inquiries. 

Q. Showing a widespread interest in the question of municipalization i—A. Yes. 

Q. And you have gone to a great deal of trouble in giving this information ~— 
A. Yes, we have received inquiries and have been very glad to answer them. . 

Q. Are you, as a citizen, satisfied with the experiment you have made in the 
municipalization of your telephone?—A. Most certainly so, in efficiency of service 
and satisfaction to the general public, and I think this statement shows that although 


it has only been in existence two years, we have wiped out a deficit of nearly $600 and 
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left a surplus of nearly $500 in this second year; I think that shows a financial 
success. 

Q. Do you think the centralization of the telegraph and the telephone system 
under one management, in connection with the post office or municipal management. 
would be better for the public than a private-owned corporation 2—A. I think it would, 
because the more you centralized these public utilities, giving a good service, the more 
convenient it is to the community and the less expenditure it is to operate them. 


By Mr. Roche: 

Q. Are your instruments the most modern?—A. Yes, the very latest pattern. In 
fact, it has been, we thought, a compliment to us, when the Bell installed similar 
instruments in a number of ceases afterwards. I made a very careful personal inquiry 
during 1903 and compared our system with the system in Hamilton, ‘the system in 
Toronto, the system in Montreal and the system in this city—that is, as to convenience 
to the public, as to attention and quickness of reply—and it was my candid opinion 
that our system was very much superior. It was a new system and had the latest appli- 
ances of all kinds. All the employees are very attentive and very enthusiastic over it. 
It was my opinion that we had a better system than either of those of these cities IL 
have named. , 

Q. How many miles of wire have you?—A. Three hundred and sixty miles of 
iron wire, extra best, and we have two miles of 50 pair cables. We have 16 miles of 
surface connection, 10 miles of poles, 40 poles to the mile. The average cost of our 
telephone in Fort William is $63 per phone. The interest and sinking fund per phoné 
per annum is $4.50. The maintenance of each ’phone per annum is $6.65, making a 
total cost per phone of*$11.15. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Does that include a switch-board?—A. Yes, everything. Our telephone charges 
are $12 for domestic and $24 for commercial per annum. We wished to put in domes- 
tic *phones at about cost, leaving on the business ’phone about $12 or $13 over cost for 
depreciation and maintenance, and other contingencies that might arise. — * 

Q. Is it almost the unanimous opinion of the business men that it is against their 
interests and a great public inconvenience that the Canadian Pacific Railway should 
make such an agreement with the Bell Telephone Company as to exclude them from 
the station ?—A. I think it is. 


By Mr. Smith: : 
Q. In what shape is that expressed? Have they nad meetings?—A. In these affi- 
davits. I could have brought 150. 
The Cuamman.—Naturally, they desire to get all the facilities they can. 
Mr. Berceron.—Is not any company, either the Canadian Pacific Railway or the 
Grand Trunk, the proprietor of their own station ? 


The Cyamman.—That is a point of law. 
By Mr. Smith: 
(). Has there been any public protests about this matter of monopolies by tae rail- 


way companies ?—A. Oh, yes, tnere have been protests by dozens, and the council pro- 
tested about their difficulties, and presented their demands to the railway commission. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. You have brought the Bell Telephone Company into court?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Before the commission?—A. Yes. | | : ase 
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Q. And the case is now pending? Who instituted that case?—A. Do you mean the 
amendment to the Railway Act? 
Q. No; the case against the Canadian Pacific Railway in the Railway Commis- 
sion. 


By the Chairman: 


_  Q. Last summer the matter was brought before the Railway Commission. Appli- 
€ation was made by Fort William and Port Arthur to compel the Canadian Pacific 
Railway to admit your system into their station?—A. Yes. | 
Q. And the Bell Company cited their contract, and the Canadian Pacific Railway 
pleaded the contract?—A. Yes. 
~ . Q. And the question was determined by the commissioners that you might be al- 
lowed to put in your system subject to terms, and the terms, as I understood it, have 
mever yet been settled?—A. No. I may tell you about that. The two councils met, 
and decided through the Union of Canadian Municipalities to bring their case up, 
and the case was heard, and we were represented by counsels, and tne judgment was 
presented to our councils, and we thought—you will excuse me if I say so—I wish te 
appear most respectful in every way—we thought that the judgment was not a fair 
one. I have got a paper on that somewhere here. We thought it was not a fair one, 
for this reason, the award of damages was centred against Fort William and Port 
Arthur, providing that point was conceded that damages should be awarded under this 
contract, which we are not prepared to concede, because we consider the Bell Com- 
pany got their exclusive right at the time when the parliament was not fully aware 
of the far-reaching effect of the telephone system—got that clause, ‘to be for the gen- 
eral advantage of Canada,’ when parliament was not aware of its far-reaching effect. 
Then, we consider that the Canadian Pacific Railway, having received such large con- 
siderations from our town, it would be an unjust thing to pay them damages. Then, 
these damages, supposing we concede that they are awarded to be paid by Fort William 
and Port Artaur for the whole amount, while there are hundreds of other towns and 
cities on their line, you will bear in mind that the statement takes into account the 
total amount and the total amount the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Bell Com- 
pany would, as they say, suffer if the contract was broken up. 


The CuairmMan.—Perhaps it is a mistake to say that, but 1 was under the impres- 
gion that the Railway Commission nad not given judgment, only as to the questron 
of damages. The question was whether the damages would be limited to the payment 
of the cost of material and so on, or whether it would include consequential damages? 
—A.No. Mr. Blair made a statemént which I have here. 

'  Q. The matter is still subjudice?—A. Mr. Blair recommended taat it be referred 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. I will read his statement :— 

 Q. Is that what Mr. Blair wanted to have referred to the Supreme Court! Is 
that what he wanted to know? What was covered by the word ‘damages I-A, This 
is Mr. Blair’s statement: 


‘Mr. Blair admitted a close analogy between the telegraph and. telephone, but 
held that the agreement between the Bell Telephone Company and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway was a valid and binding contract.’ I may say that Mr. Bernier and 
Dr. Mills differed from Mr. Blair in that; but this was a point in which it was & 
decision in law, and the circumstances of the commission was such that on a point of 
law the president must determine; his opinion prevailed. And the town councils 
have not referred any appeal, because their understanding was that the. word com- 
pensation,’ as it appeared in the amendment to the Act referred to anything we might 
pay, or that they might pay for the use of the *phones, and that it did not include any- 


thing for the violation of the contract. 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. That is the question now to be settled ?—A. I think, if the consensus of opin- 
ion of the hard-headed business men of Canada were taken in an unprejudiced way, 
I believe that 90 per cent of them would declare openly, and sativfactorily to thema- 
selves, that that agreement is an unrighteous one for this country. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You haven’t any doubt that it is within the competence of parliament to make 
clear what this clause means?—A. I believe it is within the comptence of parliament 
to make that clear. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. I was not here at the opening and the question may have been answered; -if 
it is, you need not bother. What proposition have you made to the Canadian Pacific 
Railway ?—A. We made no proposition of compensation. 

Q. I do not mean that. Have you made a proposition to the Canadian Pacific 
Railway asking them to install your ’phones in their railway stations?—A. Yes. We 
complied with the Act, which distinctly states that when a municipality or a private 
company desires to make connection with a railway company’s station, it shall first 
make application to the railway company, and if refused, they shall then apply to the 
Railway Commission, which commission has power to order it to be put in. We made 
the official application. 

Q. Did you ask them to install one of your ’phones?—A. We asked them to have 
cne of our ’phones installed in the railway station and in the freight shed. 

Q. You were prepared to do that?—A. At our own cost. 

Q. Without payment of any tolls?—A. Yes. And we made application to the 
Canadian Northern and they accepted. 

Q. I simply want to know whether you have made this proposition to the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway for the instalment of free ’phones?—A. No, we asked to have 
our phones admitted, and we waited for them to make a statement whether they 
would or not and then on what terms, although we were prepared, if it were necessary, 
inasmuch as the Bell Telephone Company gave them free *phones, we were prepared 
tc place our ’phones there free too. 

Q. And you intimated that to the Canadian Pacific Railway ?—A. I would not 
be sure about free ’phones, but I know that we made application, but whether it was 
for free ’phones or not, I would not say just now. 

Q. You recognize that it is important for this committee to know whether the 
Canadian Pacific Railway received an offer from you similar to that which they re- 
ceived from the Bell Telephone Company?—A. Yes, they have refused admission to 
our ’phones. 

Q. But are you perfectly sure that they refused an offer similar to that they re- 
ceived from the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. I will answer that question specifi- 
eally to-morrow. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. What reason did they give you for refusing your application?—A. Mr. Mc- 
Nicoll assured me they would very much like to oblige us, but there was this agree- 
ment which they had signed. But they had not signed it until after we had adver- 
tised our debentures. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. But before you had inaugurated your system?—A. Yes. 
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By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. But before you were in operation?—A. Yes. We had advertised to get money 
but we had been making our arrangements for four months, pending this. The sie 
ment was signed on May 1. a 

Q. This agreement was devised for that purpose?—A. Yes, I believe so. 


The CuarrMaN.—And you stated your intention, in your January address, to in- 
augurate this system. 


By Mr. M aclean: 


Q. Tell us about the Canadian Northern now?—A. I do not now whether they 
have made an agreement or not, but I have made application to the company, and 
they said: ‘Yes, install your *phones as soon as you like.’ And we installed our 
*phones, and there is no difficulty there. 
ae And any subscriber of yours has a connection with the Canadian Northern ?— 

. Yes. 

Q. And can find out about freight and trains by the ’phone?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the company give the information ?—A. Yes, and there is no inconvenience 
in the office by reason of having to answer two ’pnones, because if the agent is answer- 
ing one phone he is not answering the other. If there is a call on one line at the time 
he is answering another they have to wait. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. I regard this difficulty with the Bell Telepnone Company and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway and any of the local telephone companies as of some importance, and 
that it is of importance to the committee to know where to get some of ‘the details, 
Now, you say that the Bell Telephone Company has made an onslaught on your local 
telephone system?—A. Yes. 

Q. You say that subsequent to tae time when you started to develop your system 
the Bell I'clephone Company entered into an agreement with the Canadian Pacific 
Railway ?—A. Yes. 

Q. For an exclusive service?—A. Yes; on the first of May, 1902. 

Q. You say to this committee positively that the agreement of the Bell Telephone 
Company with the Canadian Pacific Railway was made subsequent to that date ?—A. 
Subsequent to our decision and to the advertising of our debentures. 

Q. You have no doubt about tnat?—A. Oh, it 1s a fact. Here is the date of the 
eontract. 

Q. There was no former contract ?—A. Not that I am aware of. 

Q. You are positive about that?—A. Well, I can only say as to what I know. 

Q. That is fair?—A. I can only say as to what I know. I would not wish to mis- 

represent anything. 
~.  Q,. You are not able to give any information as to where this Capt. Holmes is? 
—A. I do not know anything about him, only what appears in this official pampalet 
issued by the town. 

Q. You have given this committee a statement on your own responsibility, that 
the request for a provincial audit originated with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. 
I believe it did. 

Q. I believe it is of some importance to the committtee to know: that?—A. Yes; 
and I based my statement on this official report of tne town council. 

Q. You have no personal knowledge at all of the matter?—A. I was mayor of the 
town while this matter was on—that is, the matter of the petition. a 

Q. You say the Bell Telephone Company are giving free ‘phones in the towns of 
Port Arthur and Fort William?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are you able to give us any information as to any offices in which these free 
‘phones are given 7—A, Well, my proof that free phones are given 1s to be found in 


5 the gross receipts. 
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Q. I must accept your statement as to free ’phones. You have no doubt, the con- 
ditions under which these free ’phones are given?—A. A number of people have told 
me that an officer of the Bell Telephone Company has come to them and said that they 
wanted to install their ’pnones, and that it would not cost them anything. 

Q. Wil! you secure us the names of those who have free ’phones? We want the 
proof ?—A. Tow long will this committee sit? 

The CHamman.—Oh, we will sit quite a time. eagage 

A. Yes, I will get them for you. I can get a number of affidavits if necessary. 

_ Examination adjourned. 


Mr. Grant.—Mr. Alexander Graham, of Uxbridge, Ont., a constituent, writes me, 
deprecating the action of the committee in accepting to a certain extent foolish com 
plaints with reference to the Bell telephone service. He is a stockholder, and he hopes 
that, the committee will not take any action which will cause a loss to him, and te 
Many others who, like himself, hold small lots of stock in the Bell Telephone Company. 


The Committee adjourned. 


CoMMITTEE Room, 
Wepnespay, April 5, 1905. 


The committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


Mr. Josuua Dyke, of Fort William, Ont., examination continued: 


Gentlemen, with your permission, I would like to give the information called for 
in a series of questions which were handed to me by Mr. Dagger yesterday for the pur- 
poses requested by the committee. If I proceed to read them and to file the papers that 
I have with the committee then any general questions after that I can answer I will 
be very glad to do so. I was asked to give separate accounts of the cost of ’phones te 
Fort William and Port Arthur. I telegraphed to the officials there, and the invoice 
price of the residential ’phones is $8.50 per ’phone, and the invoice price of the desk’ 
’phones is $11.25. The cost of the central exchange, equipment, installed, including 200 
*mhones, was $7,876. 

For Port Arthur the cost of the central exchange equipment, also including 200 
*phones, was #€ 850. You will see there is a difference there, but we have a larger centrad 
equipment than they have. The desk ’phones complete, and the wall ’phones are the 
same price as at Fort William, $11.35 and $8.50. . 

I herewith file with you official audits of the Fort William Telephone system for 
the two months, November and December, in 1902, and for the whole of the years 1908 
and 1904 as follows :— 


Exhibit No. 17. 
FORT WILLIAM TELEPHONE SYSTEM FINANCIAL STATEMENT, YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 20, 1904. 


Construction. 
Debentures: issdeds). 260.0. 2 Se 12,500 00 
Unproyidedig (oat reo) ee Se ee 18,928 77 
Expenditure. 
January 1, 1904.. .. Seon : 23,947 56 
Prete MISES os ge eg a ee 2,829 19 
Service connections... .. .. ........ 2,785 99 
EAM OEM arn 8 ke eo So ee 1,587 17 
PUCOIORt ee hee Ca eg ee eee 278 86 gy 
$ 31,498 77 ™” 
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MAINTENANCE. 
Earnings. 
Rated telephones.: .. ..... .. 8 5388 @8 
Expenditure. 

Defer, from 1903.. .. .. > Pek 576 92 
General expense Gad fixed phaeeee (ae 823 50 
SPeIeIMOMICO Cs re) oc as ETS RC GOS. 1,859 83 
i POCRWINOS te ee 182 55 
Pemice connections: +). oe oe PS) 652 23 
ES ESS AO) USS 262 65 

Inabilities. 
PEERS UD eset Ao Ee Oe, 562 50 
Sinking fund. . re Sree os 465 20 
$ 4,835 38 
Balance—Profit on year’s business.. .. .. 554 25 


——__ ——__¥ 5:39 


Exhibit No. 18. 


TOWN OF FORT WILLIAM TELEPHONE COMMITTEE FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECBMBBR 90, 1868. 


* 


Street Wires. 


Sundries... .. ee oe oe oe oe ee oe oe ee 


Wire— 

American Electric Fuse Co.. ..... .. ..$ 39 20 

Watson, Jack & Co.. ....-. Sas Madea pa 246 40 

Denon Wire Manufacturing Gam aA 341 79 $ 627 38 
Cable— | 

ee awit OO. 80 8 +o tote eens 75 46 

Moon Manuiacturing ge eR) os oc heed 133 88 

Illinois Electric Co.. .. ae 977 50 

International Telephone Mfg. Com ee 143 10 $ 1,329 94 
Poles and Fittings— 

: Niet omnelod (oe ACRES Ses. . WETS. 824 50 

(COT ou <0 aie a a rr nena 106 50 

Winnoiseitiectric Co... 0." .. se we es 13 09 

RPICOR UCT Gia es 3 et ee Me me cee 150 00 

Jas. Rabideau..... . « yates. 63 20 

Canadian Conceal hice Ces 5 hy 966 26 $ 2,128 Ss 
Tools— 

Canadian General Electric Co.. .....- 10 74 

Ooo ie Me Piper... ..- WARP 3 hee 7 45 

American Electric Fuse foo . « Sees 6 00 $ 24 18 
Labour as per pay-sheets.. .. 6. 62 ee ee ee ee oe 1,327 02 1,327 08 
Miscellaneous— 

Gararin Cust0mS..oc-cc0 2s 2+ 0+ ee odes ieee 

Imperia] Oil Co.. .. .. .. «- he nee 
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Service Telephones. 
Wire cable,— 
Canada General Electric Company.. .. .. $ 185 87 $ 185 87 


Mabour adiper pay sheets Wivies soe cee wis Fale 57 65 57 65 
Micellanous,— 

W..8. Pipette cee Ss ees 293 35 

A; Dawei sie. oe Swe ses Fe es 9 16 32 51 


POWER SYSTEM. 


Dynamo and Storage Batteries. 


Material,— 
International Manufacturing Company.. 215 00 
Labour and incidentals,— 
Jercaa Ms Papers: so. nets 27 90 242 90 


International Telephone vc Pec aiveieon Compare. 
Hasper CONTACT... os. sien ce ee 5,475 00 5,475 00 


Salaries,— General Expense. : 

Ee se) TLCS tata cin oc SE me oh reheat 50 00 
Labour,— 

Te Rd. Oakler step «chee a eee 50 00 100 00 
Office expense,— 7 

STAMPS. Wee eee oS eke ma oo eee 5 30 

SUN OPTICS... Wave ee: cel ie ko ace sees 5 00 

PGIERTHING Moe yes: occ cae. 2s s are. epee 16 64 26 94 
Stationery and Rt lore 

Superior: PrintimezCompany.. .. . «ue 70 25 70 25 
Freight, draying and express,— 

GCanadian-- acition hallway... 4. . ume 74 95 

EXP POSA. 5. 2 Peintiete ca oe foe ak” 5 ee 9 85 

as OAV IASON eee cows es 5a. ee 43 00 

BG (OATSOD ee et Gis + a Sess. ole 16 See 1 00 

BE TOS sCNOY Ty, eetshet sens, oe ake aka =. &: se 12 50 

Vom ATSOMN fat nite ye) ove’ cise o-0 cS 4 00 145 60 
Miscellaneous,— 

OPH Ori OL. Vets: c) See as-. 1 see 7 60 

sleet aM LIS, CITISTITATICR. io Acre cc ace seers 67 50 

ejiitiibg (Chere et, ean a ef ES 5°75 80 75 

POWER SYSTEM AND SWITCHBOARD. 

Salaries and labour as per pay sheets.. .. ........ 72 50 
Sundries,— 


WW lls ce TIO rSdh «oc 4 ica ss cS 0 65 
oe 73 15 


EOtAL CXPENGIGUTO. .- . +c +. > s\ Seemeeneeestance ae oe ea 


ess charges to maintenance,— 


Insurance..,.. . Tee rere 67 50 
Switchboard eetion! eck 4s Se 72 50 
RVR ETERS Se liwi tele ia) vate: ss) 9 i es! 0: GOS 0 65 


Seiretedt ares} 1°: i i ere, 6 00a 9 00 
—_—_—____- 149 65 


$ 12,132 46 
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Exhibit 19. 
TOWN OF FORT WILLIAM. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 
TELEPHONE DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1903. 


Receipts—T elephone. 
Gurrent account— 
Rated telephone subscribers... ........ $ 1,539 40 


London Assurance ee a ee a 2,696 66 

Town treasurer... .... er en eee 255 37 
——— $§ 4,491 48 

\OveorararGeboukeot Montreal.|....<....5 2% 0s. cs eee 6,889 41 

PIG UNL CCR DCNOSUsDY LOW oi. ce cece ose ies ns, ox Ss 5,094 04 


——s 


$ 16,474 88 


Expenditure—T elephone. 


Construction— 
PO UECOUMRUNTOS Snr is es os ce ea ee «6 B,569 04 
MSMVIGE CONNECTIONS. . .. .. s¢.we se ss «< 1,981 87 
Sry GIN COROT 1 fac) cs cue ss ee vis es 960 33 
SUNndries.ic) «22%. rere. 2 eee 492 58 
Amount expended ne Pew EE 5,094 04 
ae 14,097 86 
Maintenance— 
General expense and fixed charges... .. .. 729 39 
Power system and switchboards.. ...... LOL AT 
GROG LEVATOS © ME Ais. 5 ois 6 sss leteitieletse s 256 06 
SEVACOTCONMECEIONGS. «cs «o's ss 0 «0's oper sve 97 50 
— 2,154 12 
Cash on hand December 31, 1903.. ae ane 157 79 
Overdraft, Bank of Monteal: J anneee 1b 1903. SaaS 65 11 


$ 16,474 88 


Audited March 21, 1904. ' 


CONSTRUCTION—TELEPHONES. 


Mabon tiresissued vice ios pee etme’ Pe 12,000 00 
ESiyGietne bios Ey ea ee oe he Oe ce 11,447 56 
panes 898 OAT 56 
Expenditure. 

easy LOO ems vices os es eee oe 12,265 1d =n 

BTCCLAMITCS. 6 sie ce eee sty, eae 5,569 04 

EIV ICE [CONTCELIONS 5. «ssh ss -e slelisis we 9,058 30 } 
: eT ALBOUICE. he oo ws fs os Hie eee 5,775 94 igh 
Sundries .. tye 975 83 


$26,644 22 


Less. insurance received... .. .. .« «+» «- 2,696 66 
heme a OT OY adi 
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MAINTENANCE—TELEPIIONES. 


Earnings. 


Rated telephone subscribers... .. .... .. $ 38,081 25 
Deéticit-at saeeeeeee e s ss ce ea ea 576 92 
7 —_————— $ 3,608 17 
Hapenditure. 
General expense and fixed charges.. .. $ 729 39 
Power system and switchboards.. ...... ut i et ag 
Rereet aired. 2 Set oe ee ens 256 06 
PPE VICE COUMCCLIONS. . . > seuyn ss 6 edoebue 97 50 
Rebates... .. 426 35 
Lnabilities. 
lnterest.'. .. ..d540 Soe Oe 562 50 . 
pinkitto Fund. one ce otete tae eee 465 20 
$ 3,008 17 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES—TELEPHONE—DECEMBER: 31, 1903. 
Assets. 
belephone plantveues. ac o.)..., 2 Sie 21,947 56 
Cash on hanceseese 72,5. 2 ee 157 79 
Due. trom subscripers..)...’ 22 7. See 1,065 50 
Deficit on capital account..°.:°.: ..%.%:. 1,873 63 
Deficit on maintenance account... ...... 576 92 
$ 25,621 40 
Lnabilities. 
Werenture labilitye: .2 %..-..) . Gee mere. bOUOROe 


BvOLVAICOs SPU TOW! ss) -s¢ 5.63 SeRRe ee 4,923 04 — 
Pie nbatik Oly MonireaAl.. 40 430 2. eee 6.889 41 


Vtieearaniee LT. <5 5c Aw 03s Lee 465 20 
Due for debenture interest... .. ...2.... 843 75 
—_————— $ 25,621 40 
BALANCE SUEET—TELEPHONE. 
Capital. . Pe o« 6 1873503 
PIGDENTUTES eee as on sx! ss «eee wag at obaDOOcuU 
Telephone plant.. .. . Koad oe “91, 947 56 ' 
Town of Fort William, acetone Pernt LWA 4,923 04 
TY ee “457 79 
Bank of Montioal : ct oe Sein Aoes CoR near oe eee 6,889 41 
Telephones... .. . + «aes 576 92 
Rated telephone subsaribets. . os ee re 1,065 50 
Sinking fund eek ; eae 465 20 
Suspense. . pare re key tae <a 843 Te 
Prrpss 
. $ 25,621 40 $ 25,621 40 
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IN ACCOUNT WITH CONSUMERS, 1903, 


Rated Telephone Subscribers. 


Poe SU eTePOSISUCT oe wk Ione oe cece ue, $ 3,031 25 
Ls Eo SS eS 426 35 
Casheroceived Gutrent.. .. .... .. .. «. 1,586 40 
Cash received delinquent.. .......... 3.00 
: Pe eromi@enOsChIDCTS 4. ss. Sink cae ok 1,065 50 
—#_———— $ 3,081 25 


GEO. McEDWARD, 
WM. McPHILLIPS, 
Auditors. 


The cost of poles, that is another question that was asked, is 5 to 10 cents per lineal 
foot according to the quality, with 6-inch tops, say a length of 30 to 50 feet. 

The number of phones in Fort William, the detail is filed here, the total is 500. 
Port Arthur has 158 commercial, and 350 resident with orders waiting for 18. The 
desk sets in use, 14; making a total of 540. Those 18 are not installed but are waiting 
to be installed. 

Another question I was asked was to place before the committee some evidence 
that the Canadian Pacific Railway were requested to admit to their premises tue 
municipal phones at Port Arthur and Fort William. I went over to the Board of Rail- 
way Commissioners to get access‘to the volume I of the bound evidence taken before 
the commission. In that evidence are copies of two letters sent by myself as mayor of 
Fort William, and by the mayor of Port Arthur, and also personal letters to Mr. M2- 
Nichol from myself, calling his attention to our request; I will read the following :— 


Exhibit No. 20. 
Boarp or Rarpway Commissioners For CANapaA, 
OTTawa, February 29, 1904. 
Case No. 6. 


In the matter of an application of Fort William and Port Arthur, under sectica 
193 of the Railway Act, for installation of telephones in the C.P.R: 

Cases of the municipalities—Under the Municipal Act of 1897, sec. 16, Fort Wil- 
liam and Port Arthur proceeded to install independent municipal telephone systems, 
&c.,— caused contest with Bell Company, May 1, 1902, Bell and O.P.R. signed an exciu- 
sive contract. 

Page 377, line 12.—Mr. Lighthall who appeared for municipalities states: ‘We 
first of al} made demand by letter upon the C.P.R. Company through its General Man- 

ager MecNicoll.”’ Mr. McNicoll replied: ‘ Only objection their company had to this 
arrangement was an objection arising out of this contract.’ 

Page 383, vol. 1, Board of Railway Commissioners. Copy of letter dated Fort 
William, December 17, 1903. : 


*D. McNico.u, Esq., 
General Manager, C.P.R., 
Montreal. 

DEAR Sir,—In’ behalf of the corporations of Fort William and Port Arthur, acting 
by order of our respective councils, we hereby request the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company to grant permission for our telephone systems to be placed at once in your 
stations, offices, elevators and premises. We base our request on section 193 of an Act 
to amend and consolidate the law respecting railways, 1903, page 58, which says: 
“ Whenever any municipality or corporation has authority to construct, operate and 
maintain a telephonic system in any district: and is desirous of obtaining telephonie 


connection or communication with any station or premises of the company in such 
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district, and cannot agree with the company with respect thereto, such municipality or 
corporation may apply to the board for leave therefor, and the board may order the 
company to provide for such connection or communication upon such terms as to com- 
pensation as the board deems just and expedient; and may order and direct how, whea, 
where or by whom and upon what terms and conditions such telephonic connection or 
communication shall be constructed, operated and maintained.” We also call your 
attention to copy of statement on ‘ Hansard,’ page 8415, August 6, '1903, which by 
statement of Hon. Mr. Blair and the Hon. the Minister of Justice, declares the provi- 
sions of this amendment apply to the corporations of Fort William and Port Arthur. 

On the above ground we request the admission of our phones at the earliest pos- 
sible date. 

Signed in behalf of 


‘i Fort William, JOSHUA DYKE, Mayor. 
Port Arthur, GEO. O. CLAVET, Mayor.’ 


Page 384, vol. 1, letter from Mayor Clavet, Port Arthur, to D. MeNicoll, Esq., 
July 22, 1903, is as follows :— ak 

‘Referring to our conversation in your office last March, re installation of our muni- 
eipal telephone in O.P.R. offices, here, you informed me that as soon as the McLean Bill 
had been acted upon favourably you would be prepared to take action. I would be 
pleased to hear from you at your earliest convenience on this subject. I might inform 
you that the Canadian Northern Railway here have installed our telephone in all their 
offices and the great number of patrons which your company has here are greatly incon- 
venienced by your not admitting our telephone also. Daily complaints are made to me 
personally on this subject. I am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 


G. OL CLAY Ed, 
Mayor, 
per W. J. G.’ 


Page 385, vol. 1—The following letter dated September 17, 1903, from the mayor 
of Fort William to D. McNicoll, Esq., reads as follows :— 


“Mr. W. D. Lighthall, M.A., the hon.-see. of the Union of Canadian Municipali- 
ties, will call and see you at an early date and present a letter from His Worship Mayor 
Clavet and myself requesting admission of our telephonic system to your premises a8 
per section 193, an Act to amend and consolidate the law respecting railways, page 58. 
We trust you will give us a prompt and favourable reply to our request. 


‘Very truly yours, 
‘JOSHUA DYKE, 
© Mayor,’ 


WItTNESS.—The number of telephones; that was another question asked, what num- 
ber of phones the Bell Company -had in Fort William and Port Arthur. The number 
of Bell telephones, as per their directory, which is here placed on file, date November, 
1904, and which was corrected for a subscriber up to the middle of last week, is as fol- 
lows :-— 

Fort William, 77 business ’phones, that includes the Canadian Pacific Railway and 
the Canadian Pacific Railway hotel, ’phones used by the Bell Telephone Company them- 
selves, and ’phones used by the Canadian Northern. There are 80 residential phones, 
making a total on their directory for Fort William, of 157 ’phones. According to their 
sworn statement, a copy of which is on file here as to their gross receipts for 1904, they 
would have actually paid for 25 business ’phones at $24, equal $600, and 18 residential 
at $12, which equals $216. That will make a total paid ’phones of 43 as against 157 on 
their directory, from which we may presume that the free ’phones number 114. 

As to Port Arthur, they have residential phones on the directory 34, and business 
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and railway *phones 37, making a total of 71. Their sworn statement of the gross re- 
ceipts, a copy of which is on file here, a certified copy, shows a total of $780 for 1904, 
This would be 20 business ’phones at $24, $480, and 25 residential phones at $12, $300 
which would be together $780, leaving paid 45, and free 26 in the town of Port Arthur. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Is there not a possibility that they have not kept the price up, but charge so 
much for all phones instead of dividing it up, as you have done?—A. Well their paics 
is stated and advertised as $12 and $24. 

I was also asked what the population of Fort William and Port Arthur was, and 
how that would average per ’phone according to population or families. The popula- 
tion of the towns is 14,000, there would be about 1,000 families in the two towns, we 
have a very large number of boarding houses and workingmen’s hotels, and a large 
population of that class. We have also a very large foreign population, and I think a 
thousand families is an outside statement. We have a very large foreign population 
that boards in boarding houses. Put it at that and that would make one municipal 
*yhone for every 14 homes. Of course 


By the Chairman: 


Q. It is more than that, you just mean the Bell telephone alone, do you?—A. Oh, 
no. I mean the municipal. I do not include in that 

Q. Let me have those figures again. How many telephones are there in residences 
in Fort William?—A. The Bell telephone? 

Q. Well, I have the Bell now, give me yours?—A. That is on file. 

Q. There is more than one in fourteen, how many have you got?—A. A total ef 
370 residence. 

Q. That is in Fort William?—A. In Fort William. 

Q. How many in Port Arthur ?—A. The Port Arthur residence number—the 
_ finance statement is here, it is on the file. That will give it. 

Q. There are 513 altogether, business and residence?—A. In Port Arthur there 
are 158 commercial and 350 residence and 14 desk ’phones. 

Q. And there are of the Bell Telephone Companies’ ’phones in Fort William %— 
A 18 that are paid, so far as we can judge. 

Q. That is what you say, and in Port Arthur there are 25 paid?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is 763 ’phones paid for in the two towns, and there are a thousand families. 
How ev you make it out that there would be only one in fourteen? You said families.— 
A. I beg pardon, that is per thousand population. 

Q. At present there are 763 telephones in private residences in these two towns, 
and you estimate that there are about 1,000 families?—A. Yes, about that. 
| Q. So that there are about three-fourths of the houses now supplied with tele- 
phones?——A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there any demand for further residential ’phones?—A. Yes, the demand is 
greater than we can supply, and this without any canvassing. There are always from 
15 to 25 and even 30 orders on the books in the town clerk’s office waiting for the in- 
stalment to be made. In this case there are 18 in Port Arthur waiting now, and about 
415 in Fort William. 

Q. It appears likely that soon you will have a telephone in every house?—A. I 
think that is the object in putting the cost at $1 per month for domestic and $2 per 
month for business. It is very popular for the citizens, and scarcely anybody at all but 
wants a telephone. It is a great convenience in business matters, they can call up the 
store and give their orders, and everything like that. 

The next question asked me was what there was in the material in the outside con- 
struction. Fort William has 360 miles of single iron wire; two miles of 50 pair, paper 
insulated, lead covered, aerial cables, 16 miles two-ply wire cables or surface leaves from 
the main wires; 10 miles of poles, 40 poles to the mile. 
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Port Arthur has 415 miles of iron wire; eight 50 pair cables of the same quality 
as Fort William, paper insulated, lead covered, aerial cables; about 4 miles of cables 
for surface leaves and 20 miles of poles. I filed here with you the financial statement 
for Port Arthur for 1904, I haven’t it with me for any other year. You have now on 
file the Fort William financial statement for two months of 1902 and the years 19038 and 
1904. I now file the statement for Port Arthur for the year 1904. 


Exhibit No. 21. 
TOWN OF PORT ARTHUR TELEPHONE DEPARTMENT. 


Statement of Income and Expenditure, January 1, 1904, to December 15, 1904. 


Income. 
Receipts from commercial subscribers....$ 3,065 35 
Receipts from residence subscribers.. .... 9.752 40 $ 5,817 75 
Sale of desk sets, GC sack. pencleia.¢ bo sie Grea o> attetreele Se 77 00 
Accounts due to December 15, 1904... ......--.---- +e 482 35 
Total income. d. scl ik' & + ea to eens os ere a ae 
Expenditure. 
Superintendence.. .. .. «+ ++ -- $ 654 50 
Operators’ salaries.) 6c ats. + =) eae 1,843° 50 
Secretary and treasurer, salary.. .. ..-- 195 37 
ROT bec cs WO ere ee eye Nec. 95 84 
Tneirancew i. weet. aus sce 2 + eee 55 00 
Miscellaneous and repairs.. .. .. 26 sees 752 42 
Printing, advertising and stationery...... 85 60 3,179 23 
Interest $21,000 debenture... .. 2. 22 /eone cone cece 1,050 00 
Depreciation. 4% 4. s20ss 5% s+) seeerme a ce 7 oe aie eeaaes 400 00 
Stock on hand January 1, 1904........ 328 00 
Stock on hand December 15, 1904.... .. 178 00 150 00 
Balance gaits 7 ices os es s+ + gepueme hance ee ree 1,597 87 
Total ose ee > a ae ae rn oo 
Expenditure on capital account... ©. 2. 1. eee ee ee eeees eee ae ts 


Another question I was asked was in reference to the publication—I was asked to 
put on file copies of the articles that appeared in the Ottawa Free Press, and in the 
Journal of this city, and in the Fort William and Toronto papers. I got access to the 
library, and I hunted up the file in which these articles are. T will only give you the 
reference to them in these files, the dates on which the article appear, it was not pos- 
sible for me to get the articles, but Sir William can order the files to be brought for- 
ward if necessary, for the committee to look them over. ; 


The Ottawa Free Press’ article by the ‘Special Commissioner’ which was sent by 


that paper to Fort William appeared in the Ottawa ree Press of December 30, 1903. 


The reply to that article, written by myself, as Mayor of Fort William, appeared. 


in the Journal in this city December 30, 1903. 

The Commissioncr’s letter, looking to the damage of the credit of Fort William and 
Port Arthur, was published in the Mail and Empire in the issue of Friday, January 8, 
1904. I put these references on record so that the committee will know where to find 


these articles in case they should want to look them over. I think, Sir William, that 


covers all the questions that were asked me yesterday, all the information as completely 
and fully as I could cover them. 
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Q. I would like to ask a question. The financial statement is for the fiscal year 
ending December last, I presume this is intended to cover the complete calendar year 
It speaks here ‘from January 1, 1904, to December 15, 1904’—I am referring to the 
Port Arthur statement?—A. That must be a mistake—I am not so well acquainted with 
Port Arthur, but I know everything regarding Fort William. 

Q. What I wanted to know is whether it is intended to cover the one full calendar 
year—apparently it falls two weeks short of it—A. I think that is the full calendar 
year. 

Q. Looking over the column for expenditure you have for depreciation $400. What 
as the value of the plan, what has the plant cost you for which you allow $400 depre- 
eiation?’—A. The cost of plant in Port Arthur, including everything, is $21,000. 

Q. The plant for which this $400 depreciation is charged cost $21,000 2— 
A. $21,000. 

Q. And is $400 a sufficient sum to allow for depreciation on that plant2GA. T 
might say in answer to that that our method of financing has been to allow a small 
amount for depreciation, and also to keep the surplus for extension and depreciation. 

Q. I only want to see whether your finances are sound, to see whether you Zan 
afford to give telephones at the price you are giving them or not ?—A.. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whether in time to come you will find the plant wearing out, whether you are 
using up capital now, and whether you are collecting enough to maintain the system 
efficiently.—A. After paying the interest and sinking fund we will have a small margin 
for depreciation. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Have you a sinking fund as well ?—A. Yes, it must be borne in mind that the 
debentures are twenty-year debentures and that our sinking fund is to wipe it out in 
toto at the end of that period. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Where is the sinking fund here, 1 do not observe it 2—A. This is Port Arthur, 
I am not familiar altogether with this account but I am with Fort William. 

Q. Just let me see your own town’s financial statement, you perhaps cannot explain 
this. The year 1904, what was the total expenditure.—A. You see that our statement 
for Fort William for the last year gives the sinking fund at $465.20, and it also shows 
a profit on the year’s business after providing for the deficit from 1903 of $576.92, and 
after meeting the general expenses, the fixed charges, and the central office, the street 
wires, the service connections, the rebates, and paying the interest of $562.50, and the 
sinking fund of $465.20, it leaves a balance of profit on the year’s business, after pay- 
ing off, as I said before, the deficit from the previous year, it gives a profit of $554.25; 
now that we called.depreciation, because we do not apply that money to anything else. 

Q. What would be a sufficient amount to set apart each year for depreciation of she 
plant in the Fort William system ? What do you consider the life of that plant, the 
average life of that plant?—A. Well, now, Sir William, that is a question for an expert. 
I am a practical every day man, I do not know that I could answer that question with 
sufficient intelligence to warrant me in going upon record. Perhaps Mr. Dagger can 
help the committee out on that. 

Q. What have you spent in the plant?—A. We have spent $31,500, that is repre- 
sented by a debenture that is to be retired in 20 years by the annual sinking fund. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. $1,000 per year will not do that. 


41—c—8 
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By the Chairman : 

Q. $465 is the amount of money set apart this year for a sinking fund?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many years have the debentures to run 2—A. Twenty. 

Q. That would give you less than $10,000 in twenty years?—A. Our theory ia, 
whether it is correct or not, that whatever profit we make on the operation of the plant, 
after paying the interest and sinking fund and the operating expenses, should be 
applied to depreciation first and extension, that is about it. 

Q. The amount put to the credit of the sinking fund for this last fiscal year wus 
3465.20, and you claim a profit for the year of $554.25, making a total of $1,119.45 ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. That you have that after paying the cost of maintenance and all other charges ¢ 
—A. Yes. 

Q. What I wish to know is whether that is a sufficient sum to provide for deprecia- 
tion of a plant of $30,000 2—A. I think so. 

Q. So that you think you are carrying on business on a paying basis when you are 
ollecting these rates, that is what I want to get at?_A. Yes, we have a profit on pro- 
fessional and business ’phones of nearly $13, and we apply that to depreciation. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Did you meet the representative of the Bell Telephone Company up there im 
vour negotiations ?—A. We met Mr. Dickson, who is the sub-manager, and Mr. Scott, 
who is their special agent. 

Q. What is his first name ?—A. Mr. W. C. Scott, I believe it is—it is in this book. 

Q. He was the special agent of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Did he direct the action of the company’?’—A. Well yes, he was there in 
charge of their staff after we installed our municipal system. The headquarters of the 
sompany for Fort Wiliiam and Port Arthar were in Fort William, and Mr. Scott had 
ais headquarters in the Kaministiqua Hotel and they had a large staff of men putting 
heir telephones and wires into the very best possible shape. I may say as a matter of 
“act that six months after our installation their system was certainly as perfect as 
“hey could make it. Their machines and, receivers were somewhat out of date, but in 
about six months the Bell Telephone Company put their works in first-class condition. 

Q. There were certain hostilities manifested by the Bell people towards the muni- 
ipal system—do you know that ¢—A. Well, yes. 

Q. Who directed that?—A. Well now, I suppose Mr. Scott being the head ana 
saving all matters under his direction would direct them. 


By Mr. Johnston: ae 

Q. Your depreciation here on the Port Arthur account is $400 odd on a capital- 
‘gation of $21,000. That is less than 2 per cent ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do the business men generally regard as efficient that amount for deprecia- 
ion 2—A. Well, wnat the depreciation on a telephone plant should pe I am not pre- 
vared to say. I have been closely identified with the installation this system, and 
now the facts as to its installation and we got the figures at the time from different 
-ompanies. We were advised as a committee that if we provided a sinking fund and 
aterest, and kept these paid up and applied our surplus from time to time to what is 
-alled depreciation and the extensions, it would be a perfectly sound financial venture. 

Q. As a matter of fact you know that 5 per cent depreciation is allowed more 
ften than 2 per cent ?—A. I know that Mr. Scott, the special agent of the Bell Tele- 
shone Company, placed the figure at 3 per cent in some correspondence that was in 
he press at the time that we were installing ours. That was the quotation he gave as 
sing necessary. We thought it high, I do not know; I am not an expert on these 
inatters. 

Q. You say your superintendence here cost $651.50, that is very cheap ?—A. Wel! 
‘+ must be borne in mind that tho superintendent is also superintendent of the elec- 
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tric light line, and part of his salary is paid out of the telephone fund and part out 
of the electric light fund. There is not enough work for a staff of men to look after 
the electric light lines or the telephone lines alone, but the two combined make suf%- 
eient for two men. That staff can keep it going, but when tnere are extensions to. be 
made they have to get additional help. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. The superintendent gets a salary from both departments ?—A. Ves, about $100 
per month altogether. 


Bu Mr. Johnston: 
Q.. That applies to the secretary and treasuter 2—A. The town clerk is secretary, 
and the town treasurer is treasurer. It is all done by the staff of the municipality. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Waat salaries are paid to these two men 2—A. To the town clerk ? 

Q. Yes, and to the treasurer—I mean for the special work they do in connection 
with the telephone?—A. Well,. the superintendent gets $600 from the telephone and 
gets $600 more from the electric light. He gets $1,200, but for the purposes of book- 
keeping it is charged $600 to each account. His assistant gets $75 per month, prob- 
ably. | 

Q. What about the secretary and treasurer ?—A. Well, the treasurer's salary. is 
about $1,000 and the town clerk’s salary is also $1,000. | 

Q. I mean for the special work they do in connection with the telephone ?—A, 
Oh, no, no. Their salaries are for the duties they have to perform for the. whole town. 

Q. That will be an additional expense if the government were tu run it, that is 
what I want to bring out ? 


By Mr. Johnston: 


~Q. Have you ever had an expert accountant make an audit of your accounts ?— 
A. Yes, the government auditor visits us annually and looks over our accounts,,and 
makes a report to the provincial government, and in the case of- Fort William I have 
quotations in this little pamphlet from his report which I will read if required. 

_ Q. I do not think it is necessary?—A. He speaks of the books as being very well 
kept and the accounts and vouchers as being all in order. All accounts are audited 
at the end of the year by the auditors specially appointed, and in the spring of the 
year they are audited by the provincial Government Inspector who certifies to the 
eorrectness of them. 

Q. Before the installation of your system was there some dissatisfaction with the 
service given to the town by the Bell ''elephone people ?—A. Yes, for several years the 
system was in a disorganised and inefficient condition. I think had it been otherwise 
eur people might never have supported the municipal ownership idea. 

Q. You made complaints to that effect, you presented the grievances to the Bell 
Telephone people?—A. We did. 

Q. Through whom?—A. Through their superintendent. 

Q. Through the superintendent, who in turn lodged with his company these com- 
plaints?—-A. I should suppose so. 

Q. Who was the superintendent ?—A. His name was Macauley. 

@. Is he still in the service of the Bell Telephone people?—A. No, he left the 
Bell Telephone people. His wages were very small, I think about $45 per month, he 
was superintendent of both towns, and the Port Arthur people have engaged him. I 
think he is their superintendent of electric lines. 

Q. He has nothing to do with the telephone system now, has he?—A. I think not: 
he has nothing to do with the system in our town, and never had, and I think in Port 
Arthur a man named Fox is the local superintendent of the telephones. 
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By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. Are these two separate companies, or is it just one company?—A. It is one 
system with each town owning and operating its part with an agreement for a free 
exchange and it is in the bill by which we obtained the right to do this that each town 
must keep its part in good ordinary repair and neither town 

Q. The debentures have been issued by the two corporations ?—A. Independently 
—and neither town can sell or assign without the consent of the majority of rate- 
payers in both towns. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. Alderman Norman ANprEws, Brantford, Ont., sworn : 


By the Chairman : 

Q. You are living in Brantford, Mr. Andrews ?—A. Yes, Sir William. 

Q. You are one of the city fathers there, I believe?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any experience with any of the telephone systems ?—A. I have had 
no practical expericnee, Sir William. 

Q. Have you given any study to the question of telephone systems?—A. Yes, Sir 
William, I have. During the agitation in Brantford last year, I was the leader in the 
fight between the Bell Telephone system and the city. During that time I acquired a 
great deal of information and knowledge in connection with telephones throughout 
Canada, and also I have been through England seeing the telephone systems there. 1 
have alo seen the telephone system in Germany as well as in Amsterdam. 

Q. As a result of your experience what conclusion have you reached as to what 
system can best serve the people of Canada 2—A. I believe that the best system will 
be government ownership of long distance lines and municipal or independent owner- 
ship of local lines. 

Q. What different systems have you examined ?—A. I visited the system in Eng- 
land where they have—I am speaking of two years ago—the national system. The Bri- 
tish government at that time were considering—there was an agitation to secure ail 
long distance lines by the government and I believe now they have succeeded in doing 
so. The national system in the part I visited mostly, in Devonshire especially, in a 
place called Exeter, was anything but satisfactory. 

By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. What do you mean by National 2 The National Company ?—A. That is the 
company having a monopoly there. 

Q. Some of us would understand that the National was the public owned telephone, 
so do not call it the National system, but when you are speaking of it call it the Na- 
tional Company system ¢—A. They call it the National over there. 

Q. But when you call it the ‘ National’ you mean that it is a company system ?— 
A. Yes, that is the name of the company. 

The OHAIRMAN.—We will understand from this time forward that when you are 
speaking of the ‘ National’ you mean a joint stock company system, as apart from the 
government system 1—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. Like the Bell Company here ?—A. The same as the Bell Company here. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Under a different name ?—A. Under a different name. 
Mr. W. NORMAN ANDREWS. 
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By Mr. Bergeron é 


Q. I always thought that belonged to the government?—A. It belonged to the Bell 
Telephone Company. | 
Q. And when you say they became attached to the trunk line 
that?—A. That is within the last two months. 9 Eg Tas ig 
Q. Are you sure of that ?—A. According to the report. 
Q. Do you believe that ?—A. Yes, I believe that. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Well, Mr. Andrews, ig would be well if we could get a connected story from you 
about your experiences, and therefore you had better perhaps describe the systems at 
present in force in Great Britain as you have seen them?—A. The system that I saw 
in Great Britain it was controlled, that is the local system, was controlled at that time 
by the National Telephone Company. , 

iQ. Yes ?—A. And the long-distance by the government. It was in such a crude 
condition at that time that it was almost a matter of impossibility to get a connection 
from Exeter to any distance, in fact I tried myself to phone from Exter, a distance 
of a couple hundred miles, to London, and after trying for about an hour they told me 
I had better telegraph and not wait any longer at the ’phone, as the National ’Phone 
Company and the government were not working together as they should do and they 
could not give the proper connections. Then I found | 

Mr. ZimmermMan.—Pardon me, Sir William, would it not be more interesting if 
you took Mr. Andrews’ evidence as to wnat has been done in this country. We have 
all this on record 2? 

The CHairMAN.—We have it on record, but we have the opportunity here of getting 
a statement from an observer who has gone through this country and some continental 
countries. a 

Mr. ZimmMerMAN.—Well, of course—— 

Mr. Grant.—How have we this on record already ? 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—We could easily get it on all right. 

The CHamman.—You will find that in ‘having it on record you would’ need to 
examine a good many volumes of evidence. Have you seen the report. of the Imperial 
Parliamentary Committee? You will be greatly relieved if you can get anything from 
the present witness that will save time. 

The Wrrtness.—Sir William, I would suggest that I go right through with our 
campaign in Brantford. All these points will perhaps be brought out. 

'’ne CuHamrMAN.—Perhaps it would be better to allow Mr. Andrews to tell his own 
story as he has it. 

The Wirness.—Up to the time of the agitation in Brantford the Bell Telephone 
was giving the city $450 a year for the franchise. They were charging for residence 
*phones $25 a year and business phones $30 a year. They were charging for exten- 
sion sets, that is these desk sets, as high as $20 a year, and latterly they commenced to 
put in what they call the long distance attachment, and, charged us an extra $5. When 
they came before the city to ask for the renewal of the franchise last year we natur- 
ally felt somewhat diffident in renewing that ‘franchise. The service was not as good 
as it should be, and in some cases we found that they were almost trying to force some 
of their subscribers to take the long distance attachment in order to charge the $5 


extra. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Are you talking of Brantford now?—A. I am talking of Brantford now. They 
almost forced them to take the long distance attachment in order tu charge them $5 


extra. 
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Q. $5-per annum ?—A. $5 extra for long distance attachment, making residence 
*phones $20 and business phones $35 a year. When they approached the city they 
offered to give us $700 a year for the franchise and to give us ten ’phones for $200 a 
year for the city’s use. At that time a special committee was appointed to lonk inte 
the financial question. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Have you granted a franchise ?—A. They wanted a two to three years. 

Q. How long ?—A. Two to three years. 

Q. Why two to three years? Why not two or‘threé years?—A. They wanted a 
two, three, or five vears, whichever we would give them. 

Q. And they offered you $700 and ten free ’phones ?—A. Not free ’phones, ten 
phones for $200. It was tnen that our fight commenced, and it was then, unfortunate- 
ly, we found out the Bell’s method of conducting their warfare. Jn the first place they 
tried to poison the public’s mind by giving out that if the people went in for muni- 
cipal ’phones that the cost of the ’phones would come ont of the taxes; consequently 
that people not having ’phones would have to pay for people that did use ’phones, 
which would be unfair. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. What methods did they adopt of circulating that ?—A. I will bring that out 
as I go along. 
Q. All right?—A. And, of course, we showed the people that in bringing before 
them this scheme 


By Mr. Maclean: 

@. What scheme ?—A. The municipal scheme—that the revenue derived from 
the ’phones wou'd pay all indebtedness, but this bug-bear of taxes seemed to ‘nave. 
taken the desired effect largely at that time. In looking into the question I found out 
that in England there was an organization there that was for the express purpose not 
only of poisoning the people’s mind in Canada, but also right throughout the Britisa 
islands. I may say that I found that out when I was over in England two or three 
years ago. J have an English paper here. If you wish I will leave it with you or fL 
will read just an extract. 


The CHamman.—Wnat is the pleasure of the committee ? 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. How long is that extract ?—A. Very short. 
Mr. ZimmerMan.—Well, read the extract. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Is it only to prove that they were doing in Brantford the very same thing they 
were doing in England?—A. That is right. 
Mr Brercrron.—Well, tell us what they did in Brantford and then we will draw 
a conclusion from the others. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. How long is that extract?—A. It is only just a few lines. 

Q. Well read?—A. I will give a few facts connected with the Industrial Freedom 
League: ‘ The Industrial Freedom League, which is so active in municipal polities just 
now, is an annex of the British Electric Traction Company. Its promoters include 
gentlemen associated with that great trust; it is worked almost entirely by them, and 
for them. It has held meetings and carries on agitations in districts where the B.E. 
T. is in conflict with local authorities—where it is trying to consolidate its monopoly, 
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as in Bournemouth, Birmingham, Wednesbury, Brighton, &e. No organization has 
succeeded better in trying to appear to be what it is not. It does not exist to free 
industry, but to fetter municipal action. Its object is not to advance industrial pro 
gress, but to serve the interests of great companies engaged in public work. It was 
uot founded, as it says, ‘to ensure the freedom of private enterprise,’ but by hostile 
action to drive more public services into the hands of the electric trust and its allies.” 
Now these are some of the planks of the platform :— 


“To prepare and publish statistics in regard to municipal trading and its inju- 
rious effects. 

‘To arrange lectures, addresses, and debates throughout the country. 

“To keep the press well informed of the trend of municipal socialism. 

“To extend assistance to local traders unfairly hampered by restrictive by-laws. 

‘To distribute literature, and otherwise take part in municipal elections. 

“To assist ratepayers’ associations in opposing wanton extravagance on the part 
ef the councils. 

‘To watcn cases giving rise to suspicion of municipal corruption. 

‘To urge action on the part of ministers and private members of Parliament. 

‘To generally rouse public opinion, in order to secure the revival of that spirit 
ef industrial toleration to which the past commercial success of the nation has been 
se largely due. 

‘To press upon parliament the necessity of a government audit of municipal ac- 
eounts.’ 

Some of the gentlemen connected with the league are Sir Charles Rivers-Wilson. 
G@. Cornwallis-West, the Hon. Robert P. Porter, a gentleman who is known from one 
end of Great Britain to the other, Messrs. J. S. Morgan & Co., Pierpont Morgan’s firm 
and ©. F. Moberley Bell, manager of the London Times, and so on. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. What is that paper from which you have read?—A. That is the Municipai 
Journal of England, sir. 

(). Now, come to Brantford ?’—A. So we found out that the same tacties that wer 
adopted in England were adopted there in Brantford. Then we tried to prove to the 
people that municipal ownership in the old country was a success, and the result was 
that misrepresentations were published in the press. I have a paper here, the Brantfor: 
Courier of August 4, 1904, containing a letier by Mr. C. F. Sise, President of the Bel! 
Telephone Company, and headed ‘ Municipal Telephone service—Glasgow’s Experienct 
—Important Statement by the President of the Bell Telophone.’ Shall I read the letter, 
Sir William? It is a very short letter, showing you the misrepresentations. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Who is it from?—A. From Mr. Sise, President of the Bell Telephone Company. 


Q. Yes, read it—A. (reads). 


(Exhibit No. 213). ‘Tue BELL TELEPHONE CoMPANY OF CANADA, 
‘MontrREsL, July 28, 1904. 

“To the Ratepayers: | 

‘As bearing on the very general discussion of “ Municipal Ownership of Public 
Utilities,” the example of Glasgow is cited as an evidence, of the success of such owner- 
ship and operation. The subjoined extract from an article in the London, Eng., 7 En 
gineering” of July 15, 1904, is commended to the earnest and careful attention of the 
ratepayers and telephone users in Canada. 

‘It is evident that in Glasgow, which is constantly cited as a most valuable ex- 
ample of the advantages of municipal ownership, the results—so far at least as the 
telephone service is concerned—show municipal ownership has not been a success either 


‘ t re the telephone subscriber. : 
as regards the ratepayers or p eR ELAS 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. You say it is a way of misrepresenting. Do you know that there was such a 
state of things in Glasgow and that an investigation which took place there showed the 
municipalization of telephones had not been a success?—A. No, sir. I have got the 
Glasgow report here of last year, which I wrote direct to the Glasgow city council for. 
If you wish, as it is very short, I will read it. It says here 


Mr. Rircutr.—May I say, Sir William, as representing the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, that this evidence is practically a direct attack upon the Bell Telephone Company 
rather than the furnishing of evidence to the committee to enable them to judge as to 
whether the telephone system of Brantford is an instance which will serve the committee 
in trying to arrive at a conclusion as to whether municipal ownership is advantageous 
or not. I would ask that I might occasionally be allowed to put a question to the wit- 
ness. For instance, in this case he produces a letter from Mr. Sise who says that he 
incloses a statement showing the state of affairs in Glasgow. The witness does not put 
that statement in, but he makes his own assertion, ‘ tnus you see how the Bell Tele- 
phone Company misrepresented the condition of affairs in Glasgow.’ If the statement 
goes in that was inclosed in Mr. Sise’s letter it might show no misrepresentation of the 
state of affairs in Glasgow at all, and at all events it seems to me that it could hardly 
he that this witness could say directly or from personal knowledge that the people of 
Glasgow have been misrepresented. If he is allowed to go into evidence of that sort he 
ought to go the whole length, I think, and a statement should not be received from him 
which he clearly cannot give from his own personal knowledge. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. You have the statement inclosed by Mr. Sise?—A. Yes. The statement is here 
in the press. 


The CHarrman.—Well, I think the committee will have every disposition to allow 
every interest that may consider itself prejudiced an opportunity of defending itself 
here. That is our desire, but in order to expedite the inquiry it would be perhaps more 
convenient, Mr. Ritchie, if, after the witness has concluded his evidence, you agree to 
put any questions to him then. Tne committee, I am sure, will be pleased to a!low it. 

We will try and confine the evidence to what is right, but as a rule I think we 
would make more progress by allowing the witnesses to tell their own stories and then 
be placed under examination. 


The WrrneEss.—I have here the report from the Glasgow corporation for 1904 xad 
it says : ‘The surplus for the year amounted to £3,650 17s. 104d. which, together with 
‘he surplus of £2,092 8s. 7d. brought forward from the previous year, makes a sum cf 
£5,743 7s. 54d., which the Telephone Committee have carried forward to the Gene-al 
Depreciation Fund. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. What is that report ?—A. That is the Glasgow report. 

Q. Is that the balance sheet which has been controverted ? Has there been no 
objection taken to that ? Was there not an investigation made upon that report after- 
wards ? That is the whole question.—A. This is the latest report. 

Q. I know, but there was an investigation into that report ?—A. By whom ? 

Q. I do not know?—A. This is by the corporation, direct from the city council of 
Glasgow. 

Q. The investigation would not be made by the corporation into anything they hat 
done themselves ? The investigation was conducted by somebody else. I know there 
was something of that kind? 

The CnHarrMAn.—It was a parliamentary inquiry ? 


The WITNESS.—It is the first I ever heard of it. 
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By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What is the extract referred to in Mr. Sise’s letter 2?—A. He says it is from 
London ‘ Engineering’ in regard to the telephone system in Glasgow. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. Is it a long report @—A. Well, it is about a column and a half. 


Mr. ZIMMERMAN—TI cannot see what there is in all this evidence that amounts ‘o 
anything. We want to get out what has been done at Brantford. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. What has been your experience ?—A. I was going to show the obstacles we have 
had to contend with in order to get through. 

Mr. Berceron.—We will take it for granted the Bell Telephone Company did all 
they could to prevent the municipalization of telephones in Brantford. We will takes 
all that for granted for the sake of argument, and let us go forward now. 

Mr. Maciean.—There is little doubt that it did, but it is just as well to show that 
there is a system in this country, an organized system, to block the municipalization of 
telephones just as there is in England. 

The CHAIRMAN.—To affect public opinion ? 

Mr. Maciean.—To affect public opinion. It is just as well to bring that out. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Proceed, and tell us your experience in Brantford and what you 
have done and what you intend to do. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 

Q. Tell us from your own personal observation and knowledge ?—A. The next taing 
we had to deal with was—I was going to show you, gentlemen, what we had to contend 
with in bringing this before the public. 

The CHAmrMAN.—But what have you done ? 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. What is the answer to al! that?—A. The next thing that was done, as far as 
the local press was concerned, in order to show the people of Brantford that municipal 
*phones were a failure we had some announcements in the press giving statistics of 
Neepawa for instance. This is a paragraph that appeared in one ox our local papers. 
“The Neepawa News, of June 7 last, contains the announcement that Mr. E. W. Dayis, 
manager of the municipal electric light and telephone system there, has given up the 
position. He recommended $5,828 to be the amount necessary to refix the telephone 
system, and this the council granted. Then it was found that the two systems com- 


‘bined are running behind at the rate of $200 a month and an amount of comment 


developed which resulted in Mr. Davis losing his job. The News says he was unfairly 
treated as he could not properly be expected to work the impossible.” I might say 
here, Sir William, and gentlemen, I took that paper and forwarded it at once to the 
mayor of Neepawa, and asked him how much truth there was in it. This is the reply 
I received from Neepawa. ‘Neepawa is a town of upwards of 2,000 inhabitants. The 
cost of installation of the present telephone system about $8,000. There are now about 
150 ’phones in use. Rates are $10 domestic, $20 commercial. Our revenue is a trifle 
over $2,000 per year. This provides all charges, both interest and sinking fund anc 
costs of operation, leaving a surplus of $200. The Bell Company had about 75 ‘phones 
installed when the town started up its present system. The Bell Company then pulled 
out. There has been a certain amount of dissatisfaction shown by a few parties 
against our ’phone system, but the large majority of the ratepayers prefer it to the 
‘Bell’ We are about to cable our wires and put in a new switchboard of 250 capacity 


and expect to get our system as up to date as is possible. Up to the present time, 
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from the commencement of operations in 1900, our electric light and telephone systems 
have almost paid all charges of waatsoever rach including both interest and Pg 
fund, and from this time forward we anticipate a surplus. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Who is the signer of that letter?—A. James W. Pattison, secretary-treasurer. 
Q. And the date of it?—A. June 380, 1904. 
Q. All right. Now tell us what you have done in Brantford? Have you done 
anything towards the municipalization of telephones?—A. Yes, sir, we went and we 
prepared estimates for 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Did the council appoint a committee to investigate it?—A. Yes. I was 
going 

Q. You were coming to that?-A. I was going to come to that. The couneal 
appointed a deputation to proceed to Port Arthur and Fort William. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. I understand that was the commencement of their work?—A. That was the 
commencement of the work, yes, in going to Port Arthur and Fort William. I might 
say, gentlemen, that we first of all sent to Port Arthur and Fort William to ask for a 
further civie statement regarding the municipal ’phones. They sent these two pam- 
phlets which I now produce. 


The CHAIRMAN.—We have them. (Exhibits 15 and 16.) 


Wirness.—And when that was brought before the committee some of the ecom- 
mittee objected to it. They said some of the figures were wrong, that we coud not’ 
accept these figures and tney were not reliable. Then the committee decided that the 
best way would be to send a deputation to Port Arthur and Fort William and examine 
the books and see for themselves. The mayor, Mr. Brewster, and myself were upon 
that deputation and I might say we proceeded to Port Arthur. When we got to Owen 
Sound, in going to Port Arthur, we had not been on the water way long before we 
found on the boat, Mr. Scott, the Bell representative. H[e had come on board and ac- 
companied us to Port Arthur and Fort William and stayed there most of the time whi‘e 
we were there. We examined the books of Port Arthur and Fort William and found them 
just as the two pamphlets had stated them. I[ivery figure, as far as we could see, was 
perfectly right and reliable. I might say this that Mr. Seott in going up to Port 
Arthur and Fort William made a statement that Fort William and Port Arthar 
could not sell their debentures and that the banks would not accept the civie accounts. 
Of course when we arrived at Port Arthur and Fort William we made inquiries and 
found out there was no truth in the statement. The debentures were sold and of course 
the banks had accepted their accounts. ‘nen another fact we had to contend with, as 
far as the controversy was concerned, the next difficulty was in the nature of two 
‘phones. It was given out that two ’phones would ke a nuisance and also an ex- 
pense. Now, I have statistics here to show you—perhaps you have seen it already, if 
not I will leave it with you, showing that where there are two ’phones they are a 3u2- 
cess as far as the United States is concerned, and knowing the number of cities and 
_ getting an answer from the vurious places, they unanimously vindicate the two ’phone 
system instead of the one. [ have a return compiled from the reply. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. I do not think that is evidence. Jeep on with your own story and we will have 
that from somebody else.—A. All rigiaot. 

Q. That is a matter for later discussion when the two ’phones will be better than » 
one. Keep on with your trip. Now you were in Port Arthur and went back home. 
What is your report ?—A. Our report from there ? 
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Q. Yes.—A. Our report was satisfactory. We found the figures perfectly correes. 


Bu the Chairman: 
Q. What year was this ?—A. Last year. 
Q. 1904 ?-A. 1904. I reported everytning was satisfactory and coincided exactly 
with these pamphlets we received and that we would recommend municipal ’phones. 
Q. For the city of Brantford ?—A. For the city of Brantford. We then went te 
work and got up the following estimate for 500 ’phones: 


Esrimates of Receipts and Expenditures of the Proposed Brantford Municipal Tele. 
phone Exchange. . 


Charges— 
Interest and sinking fund 4 per cent debentures, pay- 
0, Tt 2S SEE Ana Ae CC A a $2,240 35 
Coningenmaepreciation;. 24 per cent... 2. 6. ee eee 875 00 
Operating Expenses— 
EA i ee oth, sone ain a ete eis -v oes 1,000.00 
TE vee Seng ye 540 00 
ORS ST EG ata (ey RUE © 5 I SA a 480 00 
Chief operators, $25 per month.. .... .. 300 00 
Four assistants, $20 per montn.. ...... 960 00 
One assistant, $20 per month.. .. .. .. 240 00 
Onenmelienetlonner month: seis eae es 180 00 
—_——_—_———— 3,100 00 
User cen Vie Ce A re <a 250 00 
ea OIRO a, LAO a wel en 50 00 
Rare OL DA ULCTICS Wil. els be Sak) Ae abes ies 40 00 
i ERS ROE ie es S 50 00 
“Sue COS, S ee Ge ee ee oe 100 00 
Pes COMMS a Neen ATA es go wee 50 00 
Pomorie and supplies... topes ose oh fo. 425 00 
965 00 
By Mr. Bergeron: $7,780 35 


Q. For 500 telephones?—A. For 500 telephones. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. What is the total capital?—A. $7,780.85. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Does that include the wiring of the town and everything ?—A. This is the 
yearly expenditure on a capital of $35,000. We are estimating on the lowest tender 
which we received. 
Q. You did not tell us that ?—A. Oh. 
By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Debentures for 25 years ?—A. Yes. Our estimated revenue was as follows :— 
250 subscribers, $25.. .. $6,250 00 


POR SU MC Rees ND Ls 2) i 5) “iso. 5 be!) = eg) Wianeh eye 8,000 00 
MOO Extension Sets, bo... a ai Mal NEU oe ho 500 00 
$9,750 00 


7,780 35 


——— 


$1,969 65 


Less estimated expenditure... .. .. .«. 


Surpluss yea. 
after paying all expenses. eawe none aera eT 
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By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. And the interest upon your capital ?—A. Yes. 
By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What is the price of your telephones under that ?—A. $12 for residence and 
$25 for business. 

Q. Did you include long-distance ’phone equipment as good as the Bell?—A. Yes, 
gir. 

Q. All right—A. The long distance attachment was included. To show you how 
near we can come to the Bell in cost of construction Mr. Scott gave an estimate to the 
city of the expenditure which would be necessary for a municipal telephone exchange. 
He estimated an expenditure on capital account of $40,000 . We got our tender for 

35,000. His charges are as follows :— 


minking fund...... . pave ete deeds eae 
Interest on capital, 4 per lee nih Map eee nace ne 1,000 
agenrectation, 4) percent... i; Jem eae eee tee 4,000 
Operating expenses .— 
Manager...... wk Ua ke. 7 he esa Oe) 
Linemen or eneacoren Sh sete HEE olen 
10 operatarsanh. 2. 62}, 330 ee ee 
Rent... abt gies sa 6 cee 250 
Light.» AAA a, .. ¢. 
Ebro ee ig es or 75 
Tnsiranceseeee... oe oss eee 50 
Printiiig@.Pae en 26 os), bees eee 50 
Supplies avai... . GaReeeeaeee 300 
Electric current fon haperied: . Sea eee ae 100 
Sundriesfy ge fie sl See 200 
$5,235 
$12,035 
Estimated revenue : 
950 eubscribers at. S253. <7. See eee ee 
DoOisubsaribers at Ploo 2... Re eee 3,750 
10,000 
Annual deficit... .4-.. .. BAER bes. ees 


To cover this deficit the residence rate would have to be raised to $25 per annum. 
Now, gentlemen, you will find by comparing these two the interest and sinking fund 
of the Bell’s proposition is $2,800 and of the Brantford, $2,240.35, the difference between 
the two being $559.65, which the Bell was in excess of the city depreciation. The Beil 
eharged 10 per cent for depreciation and the city 24 per cent, the Bell’s estimate being 
$4,000, and the City of Brantford, $875, the difference being $3,125 in excess of the 
eity. This item has been a bone of contention as far as the telephone plant is con- 
eerned, and I might state that after making full inquiries from the best sources so far 
as depreciation is concerned in telephone plants I received the foilowing facts. Here 

a letter from J. F. Butterfield which says :—- 
Exhibit No. 22. 
J. F. BurTrerFie.p, 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, 


Mr. W. Norman Andrews, Curcaco, Inu., August 17, 1904. 
Secretary, Telephone Committee, 


38 Nelson Street, Brantford, Ont. 


Dear Sir,—Answering your request for information regarding the cost of maint- 
enance of a 500-subseriber telephone nlant. I herewith submit information which I 
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have obtained from practical experience on telephone plants, during the past few years, 
I own a one-fifth interest in the Champaign and Urbana, Illinois, telephone plant, 
which has a total of 1,449 subscribers in both towns. The towns are located close to- 
gether and one, manager handles the business, there being about 1,000 subscribers in 
Champaign, the balance being in Urbana. Last year our operating expenses, which 
included linemen, troublemen, operators, bookkeeper, manager, rentals, heat and power 
and keeping the telephone in repair; in other words everything properly chargeable 
to maintenance and operation of the plant, exclusive of new construction, interest on 
investment, &c., amounted to a total of $7.82 per telephone. I believe this plant, or 
rather the combined plants, were operated on a very economical basis and possibly the 
expense is slightly below the average. 

At Logansport, Indiana, a plant having about 2,100 subscribers, the operating 
expense amounted to about $8.50 per telephone, and at South Bend, Indiana, a plant 
Laving 2,700 subscribers the expense amounted to about $10 per telephone. 

The plant at Holdrege, Nebraska, which I practically own, having some 80 per 
cent of the capital stock, is now being operated at an expense of about $7.50 per tele- 
phone. This plant has now in operation about 600 telephones. 

I am, therefore, of the opinion that any plant of 500 subscribers should without 
doubt be operated at an expense of less than $8 per telephone, with any kind of econo- 
mical business management. 

Further, a plant of 500 telephones should easily he operated and give strictly 
first-class service with six operators, and one general operator. Salaries for these 
cperators range throughout the country at from $15 to $22 per month. One lineman 
with an assistant should easily take care of a 500 exchange, clearing all trouble and 
keeping the exchange in good order. But of course would not include new construc- 
tion work. 

Regarding the depreciation of a plant, in my opinion 23 per cent is sufficient and 
I ‘base my opinion in the following manner: The poles, which must be figured, will 
cnly live from about 12 to 14 years and cost approximatelv 10 per cent. The wire, 
which will depreciate and perhaps the majority of it will have to be replaced in about 
eight years, costs about 14 to 2 per cent. The switchboard and telephones about 15 
per cent, making a total of about 28 per cent on the material, which might have to be 
replaced in about 12 years. Therefore, 24 per cent per year would entirely replace 
the poles, wire, cross arms, switchboard and telephones every 12 years, or in other 
words, 24 per cent would keep the plant up to its original standard at all times. The 
cables, inside wire, &c., should be as good in 20 years after being installed as the day 
they are instelled. I handled cable in Chicago 20 years ago and had occasion about 
2 years ago to pull out some of it after it had been in service 18 years and it was as 
good and tests showed no deterioration in the 18 years’ service, so we put them back 
jx service again. 

Trusting this information meets with your request in the direction, I remain, 

Yours very respectfully, 
) J. F. BUTTERFIELD. 
By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. That is, Mr. Butterfield means 24 per cent on the whole investment for de- 
preciation?—A. Yes. 

Q. The Bell Company recommended 10 per cent on the whole investment?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Ber eron: 
Q. As a matter of fact, did you change your system?—A. No, sir. 
Q. You have not chang.d it?—A. No, sir. 
Q. And have not got the municipalization yet?—A. No. 
By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Go on with the story till we come to that.—A. I was going to read another para- 
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gtaph as regards depreciation, because that has been one of the greatest points we have 
had to discuss. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Proceed. What are you reading from now?—A. This is from a magazine en- 
titled ‘Sound Waves.’ 


Exhibit No. 23. 


INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE SECURITIES COMPARED WITH OTHER 
SECURITIES, BY L. W. STANTON. 


Through the courtesy of both author. and publishers, Sound Waves is enabled to 
yeproduce, herewith, an exceptionally strong article on ‘ Independent Telephone Securi- 
ties, compared with other Sscurities.’ This article by Mr. LeRoy W. Stanton consult- 
ing and constructing engineer of Cleveland, O., appeared originally in Finance, of that 
eity, under date of June 18. It follows:— 

Owing to several unusual causes, the values of independent telephone securities 
were not at first recognized by the investing public, and are not recognized to-day as 
they will be in the future. : 

When the fundamental telephone patents expired, the early manufacturers placed 
en the market an inferior class of equipment, which was due to two causes—lack of ex- 
perience, and the fact that only a few of the patents had expired. These two causes, to- 
gether with the fact that the construction of the early plants was in the hands of inex- 
perienced men, caused an inferior class of service to be furnished, gave a high main- 
tenance cost, and a rapid depreciation. A number of the plants had to be rebuilt, and 
in some cases remodeled two or three times before they were equipped in a satisfactory, 
up-to-date manner for giving good service, with low operating expense. These causes, 
together with the fact that there were no indepen dent toll-lines, and that the Bell Com- 
pany was constantly harrassing the independent companies by litigation with the view 
ef intimidating capital and discouraging the operating companies, had a very detri- 
mental effect upon independent telephone securities. To-day these causes do not exist. 
Better equipment can be securd from the independent manufacturers than has ever been 
manufactured by the Bell Company. 

These facts are recognized and acknowledged by both Bell and independent tele- 
phone engineers. The methods of construction have become standardized, and at the 
present time, through modern engineering methods, plants can be built which are more 
substantial and have a less depreciation than the equipment used in almost any other 
elass of industry. This is due to the fact that less than 15 per cent of a telephone plant 
is subject to mechanical motion which tends to wear out or deteriorate same. 

The conduit system which forms from 10 to 20 per cent of the cost of a modern 
telephone plant is composed of vitrified clay, or stone duct, imbedded in a mass of con- 
erete, and the whole securely buried under the substantial paving of the streets, which, 
under ordinary conditions, and with ordinary care, will last for an almost indefinite 
period of time. : 

From 30 to 50 per cent of the cost of a telephone plant is invested in the distribu- 
tine system—that is, the cables and wires—a large proportion of the cables lying se- 
eurely protected by the conduit system. 

The most approved methods in aerial construction eliminate the use of cross-arms 
and open wires, in which case we have no wooden cross-arms to decay, wires to rust or 
ether attending evils, the subscribers being connected direct from the cable by means 
ef a short insulated service wire. ‘This method is used in the outlying districts, which 
are not fed from the conduit system. In this way, practically all wires are encased in 
a metal sheath and securely protected. With such construction we have a distributing 
system which shows far less depreciation than most investments. 

Modern instruments, as they are made to-day, have few moving parts, and are 
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subject to very slight depreciation from wear, while the old instruments of a few 
years ago, with their cranks, cog gear, and complicated mechanism and local batteries 
were a constant source of trouble and expense. 

The best design of subscribers or sub-station equipment used to-day can practically 
be taken as standard and it is not likely that there will be much change in the future. 

From the above it will be seen that there is very little wear and tare on a telephone 
plant, in comparison with mo# other lines of industry. <A telephone plant is not at 
the expense of generating energy in the form of light, heat and power, and selling 
same at a small profit above the cost of production, the company is merely leasing the 
use of its distributing system, without going to the expense of producing, which ad- 
mits of a very decided saving in a great many ways. 

In a street railway property almost the entire system is subject to rapid mechanieal 
motion which produces a very high deteriorating effect on the property; for instanca, 
the central station equipment, such as dynamos, motors, boilers, &., and the outside 
equipment, such as cars, rails, trolley wires, &c., which includes practically the entire 
plant, is subject to this deteriorating influence. In addition there is a heavy main- 
tenance charge, tracks to keep up, washouts to repair, bridges to maintain, and in 
addition to this, there is a very heavy operating expense, such as coal bills, and a large 
force of employees. ‘There is also a much greater danger, risk, owing to wrecks and 
accidents. 

A ¢omparison might be drawn between a long-distance toll-line and a railroad 
system, connecting two large cities, such as New York and Chicago. It requires 
twenty-four hours to haul a passenger train from city to city, conveying on an averag>, 
as statistics show, less than 150 passengers, including both through and local, at $25 
each, which would give an earning of $3,750, while a long-distance toll-line company, 
operating ten circuits, averaging fifty messages per day per circuit, and receiving 
$9 for each five minutes’ conversation, earns $4,500. 

The telephone company, in five minutes’ time, with comparatively no operatiny: 
expenses, or risks, has earned almost half as much as it received from one passenge~, 
which it takes the railroad company twenty-four hours to convey from city to city, 
besides the railroad company practically insures the passengers against accidents. 

The ditference in the cost of operating the two companies is enormous, the one 
company employing high priced engineers, conductors and other trainmen, not +) 
mention the proportion of general expense, such as is incurred at the main office, in- 
termediate stations, telegraph service, &ce. In addition to this, there is the fuel bill, 
wear and tear on the rolling stock, maintenance of tracks, bridges, washouts and the 
expense of wrecks, accidents, &c., while for the telephone company there is a com- 
paratively slight, expense. The one item just mentioned, that of telegraph service, 
being equally as preat as that of operating the telephone company. 

"Jt is true that here is a heavy freight and express traffic to bear a proportional part 
of the expense of the railway system, but at the same time a telephone company has 
also an additional source of revenue. In addition to the long-distance conversation 
earried over the long distance telephone lines, the telephone company is able to lease 
each side of the telephone circuits to brokers, newspaper companies, &e., for telegraph 
purposes. so that each pair of wires carries intelligence for three different sets of people 
at the same time—two sets communicating by means of telegraph, while the other 
is telephoning, thus almost trebling the earning power of such a line. 

In comparing telephone properties with manufacturing, we find the fire risk in 
manufacturing to be much greater, owing to the fact that factories are usually much 
more inflammable than telephone properties, and that the factory is located in one place 
while the telephone property is scattered over a large area. In a telephone proper‘) 
there is not the constant wear and tear on engines, machinery, &c., that there is in a 
manufacturing establishment. In a telephone property you are not compelled to CAsSry 
a large amount of raw meterial, which is constantly fluctuating in price. You are not 


compelled to carry a large amount of manufactured material on hand unsold. Yor 
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have no expensive salesmen on the road disposing of your products. You are not s'b- 
ject to the fluctuations in price and stringency in the money market and business de- 
pression that is noticeable in almost all lines of manufacturing. If a manufacturing 
establishment is not equipped with the latest type of machinery it is handicapped in 
competing with hundreds of other plants throughout the country which have later and 
more improved appliances, producing at a lower cost, which enables them to cut prices. 
In a telephone plant you have only one competitive company and that is the company 
in your own city, which in a majority of cases has been installed a nun.ber of years and 
is more or less inefficient. | 

It is sometimes stated by persons who are not well informed that telephone securi- 
ties sre not tangible, that they are more of a chattel nature. In a modern telephone 
plant, constructed after the most approved ideas, this is probably less true than it is 
of securities of any other public serving corporation. The system is more permanent, 
less iable to deterioration, through mechanical notion, and when disearded there is 
probably a greater salvage obtained than from almost any other kind of an operating 
plant. 

As stated before, in a modern city plant we find from 10 to 20 per cent of the invest- 
ment in the conduit system, which, when judiciously planned and properly constructed, 
is almost indestructible, and in some cases has a constantly increasing value instead «f 
a deteriorating value, owing to the fact that the space underneath the surface of tue 
streets becomes crowded with water pipes, gas pipes, electric light and power wires. In 
New York city, as well as several other leading cities, the conduit systems are valued 
several hundred per cent above what it cost to build them. It only requires a short 
time for the rent of the conduit system in New York city to pay for the first cost uf 
the system. 

It has been noted that a large per cent of the cost of a telephone system is included 
in wire and cable plant, which, when discarded, will sell at a very fair per cent of its 
original cost. The same being almost totally composed of lead and copper, when sold 
as scrap, brings from 75 to 80 per cent of its original cost by weight. Of course, thie 
cost of manufacturing and installing is lost. From the foregoing, it will be seen that 
the wear aud tear, cost of maintenance and operation of a telephone plant is very slight 
in comparison with most other lines of industry, which accounts for the higher rate of 
dividends than are paid in most other*lines of investment and also explains why there 
have been fewer failures of independent telephone companies in the past nine years 
than there have been of national banks. When we appreciate the above facts and 
remember that the independent movement is by the people and for the people, we realize 
the value of independent securities. 

Q. Is that an editorial?—A. No, that is by an expert of the name of Stanton. 

Q. Who is Mr. Stanton ? 

Mr. Daccer.—He is a telephone expert in Cleveland. : 

Q. What is his standing in the telephone world ?—A. He is supposed to be one 
of the best experts in the telephone world. 

Q. What is his occupation; is he in the employ of any company or is he a pro- 
fessional engineer ? What are his associations /—A. Perhaps Mr. Dagg rive 
the information. : aiihins Reon 

Q. You do not know ?—A. No, sir. I understood he was a professional engineer. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Ilow did you get this report ’—A. It is a magazine or periodical which I ob- 
tained at the time this matter was up. 
. Tue CuairRMAN.—It is marked here as ‘an advocate of independent telephony.” 
‘This was the July, 1904 number, and it is published at Logansport, Indiana. Is this 
kir. Stanton an independent authority, or is he in the service of any telephone in- 
stitution, do you know? Oh, here is his advertisement in the magazine called ‘ Tele- 
phony’: 
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‘Le Roy W. Stanton, 
Consulting Telephone Engineer; 
Plans, specifications and supervision of 
installation of complete telephone plants. 
Special reports on telephone properties 
and apparatus. 
411 Electrical Building, Cleveland, 0, 


Hie is carrying on business as an electrical engineer, telephone engineer. That would 
appear to be his position. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. You have had some difficulties with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Here 
ie another quotation on the same sudject. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Who is the writer of that 2—A. It was the editor of ‘ Telephony.’ 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. What is the gist of it 2~A. It confirms the others ; shows that telephone securt- 
ties are one of the best securities you can invest in. The following is an excerpt 
from an editorial on page 454 of the journal called ‘Telephony’ for June, intitle] 
‘Independent Telephone Securities’: : 


(Exhibit No. 24.) 


‘The modern methods of installing a telephone plant practically placing the entire 
wire system underground, enables the company to operate and maintain its plant at 
an extremely low cost, and when to this is added the excellence of construction and 
equipment supplied, together with the popularity of the independent character of the 
enterprise, these systems at once show exceedingly profitable returns on the money 
invested in their construction. In the earlier years of the independent telephone move- 
ment, poor construction and inferior instruments handicapped, to a large extent, the 
progress of these enterprises, but with the expiration of basic patents, enabling inde- 
pendent manufacturers to provide instruments and equipments of the highest order, 
these companies were, and are row, able to supply equipment and instruments of as 
perfect type as is reasonable to expect human ingenuity to devise.’ 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

* Q. How far have your negotiations gone in your desire in Brantford to have a 
municipal telephone system? Where are you now after all your discussion with the 
- Bell Company, and putting the matter before your city? Waere do you stand now ?— 
A. We stand in the same place now that we did last year; precisely the same. 

Q. What is the cause of 1t?—A. I want to bring out all the opposition we met 
with to show the cause. 

Mr. Jonnsroy.—We admit that there is opposition. 
Mr. Mactean.—Put in those estimates. 


By the Chairman: 
‘Q. Up to the present time Brantford nas not established a municipal system ?—A. 
No, sir. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. You have not been able yet to convince the people of your desire to Lave a 
municipal telephone?—A. Yes. 


Q. That-is what it really means?—A. Yes. | 
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By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. How much more have you to te!l of how you did not succeed?—A. Not very 
much. 

Q. Well, go on?—A. I was showing tne misrepresentations that we had to con- 
tend with, and then we had one strong argument in the matter of long distance. We 
were informed that if a municipal or independent telephone was established we would 
be deprived of our long distance; in fact, some people had an idea that the Bell Com- 
pany would positively refuse long distance connection, although we tried to prove that 
according to their statement they received $9,000 a year from tne long distance in 
Brantford. ‘hey would lose that and demoralize their own system, all because we 
brought in a municipal ’phone. Besides this it was stated that we could not possibiy 
get connection with the Canad:an Pacific or Grand Trunk Railway stations if we built 
a municipal telephone. These things created a great deal of dissatisfaction in the 
minds of the business men, because they did a lot of business with the stations in 
freight and so on, and that would inconvenience them. That was another factor; and 
of course when I brought these estimates out the Bell Company brought their esti- 
mates out, based upon the $40,000 figures whica I have mentioned. That created a 
certain arrount of doubt in the minds of the people at the time, though from the muni- 
cipal standpoint it was argued, supposing the Bell adopted the same method in Brant- 
ford as they had in Port Arthur and Fort William by giving free ’phones, could the 
city bear tne strain? No doubt they would adopt the same system in Brantford pro- 
viding we went in for a municipal ’phone. That was another great difficulty that we 
had to contend with, and all these were brought to bear very heavily upon the people. 
So, just about the time we had gone so far as submitting a by-law to the people we 
reecived an offer of an independent ’phone from the Stark Company of Toronto. This 
was an exceptionally good offer, and simply bore out our statement as far as municipal 
*prones were concerned. as far as expense of installation. The Stark people had made 
this offer at the second reading in council. They offered :— 

‘The company shall, subject to the provisions hereof, have the right to furnish a 
telephone service within the city of Brantford during a period of 15 years from the 
date hereof, at the following rates, which shall be the maximum rates for the services 
respectively mentioned, namely :— 

For business telephones, the sum of $25 per annum. 

For residence telephones, the sum of $12 per annum. 

For t-lephones supplied as desk telephones by extension from a telephone instai‘ed 

and in use by the same subscriber in the same office or place of business and 
for the use of the same subscriber, an additional charge of $5 per annum. 


‘The company may require a payment to be made for six months in advance be- 
fore putting in a telephone service, and may similarly require payment for telephone ‘ 
service to be made half-yearly in advance. 

‘The rate charged to subscribers within the city of Brantford in accordance with 
the provision hereinbefore contained shall cover and include telephone connection wit 
all points reached by the system of the company within a radius of fifteen miles from 
the city hall in the city of Brantford, and no additional charge shall be made to any 
subscriber for councction or communication within such radius during the subsistence 
of this franchise. 

‘The company, after the completion of the Brantford telephone system, shall obtain 
if possible the necessary franchises with all possible despatch, and as far as same shail 
be installed in such places as shall be determined by the city council, and shall supp:y 
exchange service thereto and maintain same during such time as said telephone servica 
shall be operated under this by-law without charge. 

‘So long as the telephone service shall be operated in the city of Brantford under 
this by-law, the company shall pay to the city the sum of $700 in each and every yene, 
the first payment to be made on the day of and yearly thereafter.’ 
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This was looked upon as an exceptional] 
but we had the opposition influence to fight, 
reading, it got the six months’ hoist. 


y good contract from the Stark people. 
and when our by-law reached its second 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. The by-law never went before the 
franchise. 


Q. You then dropped the idea of having your own telephone and took up this pro- 
posal. 


people ?—A. Not necessarily when giving a 


By Mr. Maclean : . 


Q. You did not sign this agreement?—A. No. 
Q. What was the question before the council ¢—A. As far as municipal ownership 
was concerned, we had drafted a by-law that was to be submitted to the people. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. What was the result of that vote on the 17th N ovember?—A. In the meantime 
this offer was made to the council which was giving us practically the same as we were 
advertising for, $25 and $12 ’phones. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. What did you do with the by-law 2—A. Withdrew it. 

Q. As a matter of fact it did not go before the people ?—A. No. 

Q. You had this before your Council 2—A. Yes. In connection with this last 
offer they were to give us frea telephonic communication within the 15 mile radius 
of the City Hall. J 

Q. It went for second reading, and on account of the opposition or something else 
it was given the six months’ hoist. Where do you stand now?—A. The same place as 
we did then. A new council had been elected and a new telephone committee had beet 
appointed. 


By the Chairman: 

- You are still dealing with the question ?—Yes. 
. The city has not decided on any course 2—A. No. 
. Do you still have the Bell system ¢—Yes. 
- What are the rates charged 2—A. $25 and $30. 
. Twenty-five dollars for private residence ?@—A. Yes, and $30 for business, and 
$12 for desk extension. . 

Q. In the same house or builling ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What are the long distance rates 7—A. The long distance rate from Brant- 
ford to Toronto is 40 cenis. 

Q. Forty cents for three minutes ?—A. Yes. and from Brantford to Paris, seven 
miles; we are paying at the present time, 15 cents. 

Q. What is the rate for any greater length of time. Is there a schedule ?—A. 
Well, I presume so; I do not know it. _ 
Q. You only know the three minute rate ?—A. Yes, I only know the three minute 


QOoDODO 


rate. 
Q. Does your Brantford system extend into the rural districts ?—A. They are 
doing it now. Since the agitation began the Bell have gone out to Burford, Scotland, 
Ifarrisburg and Oakland, and they are now extending further. 
Q. Radiating from Brantford ?—A. Radiating from Brantford. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 

Q. Did you not have connection previous to this ?—A. No, sir. The farmers of 
North Brant last year had a meeting and passed a resolution asking the council to 
consider this matter in oraer that they might have telephones in rural districts. 
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By the Chairman: 

Q. Do you know how many telephones are in use in Brantford 2—A. About 600. 

Q. How many residences or business houses have them ?—A. I cannot tell you 
that. 

Q. What is the p»pulation of Brantford 2—A. About 18,000. 

Q. How many houeholds do you estimate there are in Brantford 2 There would 
\e about five persons to a family?—A. That would make about 3,600. 

Q. And how many telephones are there ?—A. There are now about 600. At the 
time of the agitation thire were only about 500. Since then they have got party lines 
ond they have increased a little in number. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Probably your agitation has done good ?—A. Yes, we have got the long dis- 
‘ance attachment now at the same price. They used to charge $5 extra for it. Not 
only that, but the extension ’phones for which they used to charge $20 a year are now 
‘lown to $12. In fact a friend of mine told me last week that they are putting one in 
for him for $11. 
Q. So that it will make it harder to bring before the people again—the people 
will be more apt to staz.d as they are 2—A. No, I think at the present time the people 
re for municipal or independent ’phones. There is no doubt in my mind that they are 
anxious for them. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. Have you seen and compared the different telephone systems anywhere : 
here are different classes, different systems. There is the purely joint stock company, 
here is the co-operative system, there is the municipal system and there are private 
ystems, but I do not think we need to consider those. Have you seen these different 
.ystems in operation anywhere 7—A. 1 have just seen the private system in the north 
{ Michigan in the rural districts, in Livingstone county. 

Q. What did you see there ?—A. We saw there the rural phones where they were 
charging farmers $12 and $15 a year for the connection. 

Q. Who was charging that ?—A. That was the Livingstone—— 

Q. A company ?—A. A company. 

Q. Carried on for profit by a company *—A, Yes. 

Q. And have you seen any co-operative system 2A. I have not seen a co-operative 
system. 

Q. Have you seen any municipal system at work anywhere?—A. I saw it at Port 
Arthur and Fort William. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Was it satisfactory to you?—-A. Yes. 

Q. The people were satisfied wich it?2--A. Yes. I made inquiries from several 
yeople, and they were perfectly satisfied with their success, and we tested the system 
ourselves, and everything seemed to work perfectly as far as we could judge. 

Who were with you?—A. May or Halloran and Mr. Brewster. 

_ You went first waere?—A. To Fort William. 

_ Then where did you go?—A. To Port Arthur. 

Who went there?—A. Who composed the deputation ? 

_ Yes?—A. Mr. Brewster and myself. 

_ What became of the mayor?—A. Well 
_T would like to know?—A. Is it necessary to know that? 


The CHamman.—Oh 
Mr. Maciean.—lI have a reason to know that. 
Mr. Jonnston.—Is it evidence ? 
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Mr. Brercrron.—It may be painful for the witness to say som thing tnat may have 
no bearing. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Who followed you to Port Arthur?—A. Mr. Scott. 

Q. Who is Mr. Scott?—A. Mr. Scott, it seems to me, is one of the head men em- 
ployed by the Bell Company in order to manipulate matters during the time there i- 
a controversy on for an independent or a municipal ’phone system. 

Q. He appears, in fact, wherever there is an agitation for a new telephone sys 
tem /—A. He appears, and leaves one or two men in charge. 

Q. How did he know of your going to Port Artaur?—A. He must have got the 
news somehow. How he got it I cannot say. 


Mr. J OHNSTON.—I would suggest that Mr. Maclean tell the committee. 


Mr. Mactran.—I want to get out some information. He knows that Scott fol. 
jowed his committee. 


Q. Did he go on the same train?—A. On the Friday night? 

The Cuamman.—The same vessel. 

The Witness.—We were making arrangements to go to Port Arthur, when we 
were telepnoned by one of the committee to know what boat we were going up by, an ' 
we told him the boat, and this gentleman said, ‘You are sure that is the boat?. 1 
said, ‘Yes.’ He said, “Mr. Scott would like to meet you in Toronto at the Queen’: 
hotel if you will go down and see him.’ We called there, and he was not there, but we 
found him at Owen Sound. He must have got the news. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
. He knew you were there?—A. Yes. 
. You went to Port Arthur at any rate?—A. Yes, and to Fort William. 
. Tat is the result of it?—A. Yes. 
. The mayor was not with you at Fort William?—A. At Port Arthur. 


OOOO 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. You are in favour of the municipilized system of telephones?—A. Yes. 

Q. You regard it as the best system ?—A. I regard it as the best system. 

Q. What do you mean by an independent telephone line?—A. Any company out- 
side the Bell. 

Q. Would you regard the Bell as an independent telephone company ?—A. No. 


The Cuairman.—They say it is very independent. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. They complain tnat it is too independent ?—A. Independent, I understand, i- 
the name given to companies outside the Bell, in distinction to the Bell. 


By Mr. Johnston: . , 


Q. Assume that another telephone company were to go into operation in thi- 
country on lines exactly similar to the Bell, would you regard that as an independen! 


telephone company ?—A. Yes, certainly. 
Q. But you would not regard the Bell as an independent company ?—No answer. 


By Mr, Smith : 
Q. We understand you are speaking locally?—A. Independent of the Bell. J}: 
‘applies to any company outside the Bell. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. They are of the same class?—A. Yes. 
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By Mr. Johnston : 
Q. Would an independent telephone company not be likely to develop the same ey1i 
features as the Bell Company ?—A. Certzinly. 
Q. Therefore you would regard it as an injury to this country to have any more of 
these companies?—A. Decidedly, if conducted like the Bell Company. 


By the Chatrman : 


Q. You favour a municipal system?—A. No, I favour government control of the 
long distance and municipal ownership of the local. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Or private companies—as long as the long distance is controlled by the govern- 
ment? That is the point?—A. Yes. 
Q. So that they would not hold you like they threatened to do in your own town 
by withdrawing the long distance Bell connection and keeping you within your own 
town of Brantford?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Johnston : 

Do you know as a matter of fact that it is proposed to establish an independsnt 
company in Ontario’—A. Yes. 

Q. What do you know about that company?—A. That is all I do know, that as a 
matter of fact it is intended to establish one. 

Q. You do not know anything about it?—A. Yes. 

Q. What connection?—A. We are trying to get a bill through that we might form 
an independent company for the province—a charter. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Do you mean it to be under some municipal control or a joint stock company ¢--- 
A. It is to construct ’phones for municipalities or independent systems. 

Q. To construct systems and sell them to the municipalities?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is, it is to be a construction company?—A. Or to establish independent: 


“phone systems. 
By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. It has all the features of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. No. 
Q. Is not the application at the present time before the Legislature of Ontario? 
Does it not contain all the features of the Bell Telephone Company?—A. I do not 


think so. 
By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. Do you know whether or not it does?—A. No, I do not know. I say I do not 
think so, because I do not know that the bill was ude out. The bill is not there is it? 
Chere is an application put in. That is all. 

By Mr: Johnston : 
Q. There is a petition?—A. Yes, that is all that I know of. 


By Mr. Smith : 


Q. Are you interested in that company?—A. Yes. 
43. Have you any idea of the nature of that proposal ?—A. No, because the company 


lias not met, the petition is in. 
By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. What does the petition set forth? The petition would indicate—— 
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By the Chairman : 


Q. What is the name of it?—A. The name of it is to be the Ontario Independent 
Telephone Company. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. It will’ be before the House?—A. It is provincial. Really I am not--— 


ime Mr, Maclean : 


Q. If you went into it, it would be as an investment?—<A. Yes. 
Q. With all the bad features of the investments so far as the public are concerned. 
You are not going into it as a missionary enterprise?—A. Certainly not. 


By the Chairman : 


Lilet 


public interests it would be better to have the telephone under municipal contro! except 
the long distance ?—A. Yes. 

Q. As to the long distance, it would be better to have the Dominion Governme rt 
control this?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is your idea as to a sound policy ?’—A. Yes, that is the resolution I broug':t 
before the Union of Canadian Municipalities last year (producing document), 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. We have got that. I want to ask one or two questions. Did the deputation 
examine the Fort Wiliam books, and ‘find tne financial statements correct as put in 
by Mr. Dyke, and which had been the subject uf disparaging statements? Did you 
examine these books ?—A. Yes, we did. 

Q. And you found them correct ?—A. Yes. 

Q: You say that you found that two of the great sources of discouragement to the 
municipal system in Brantford were, first, the probable denial of the long distance ser- 
vice by the Bell, and second, the denial of access to tne railway stations?-—A. These 
were the two important points. . 


By Mr. Bergeron: | 

Q. Just on that point. Even if you had succeeded in getting a municipal tele- 
phone you could not prevent the Bell Company from having their customers in Brant- 
ford ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You cannot change that?—A. No, sir. 

Q. I understand you to say that the Bell Company would even destroy their long 
distance line rather than let you use it. Supposing they had a few subscribers there 
why shou'd they destroy their long distance line in spite? I would hardly think they 
would do that?—A. You may have misunderstood me. I said one of the difficulties 
we had to contend with was a report that if we established a municipal system our 
long distance would probably be taken away—we would have no long distance connec 
tion. 

Q. That would not be believed?—A. Unfortunately, it was believed. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Who cireulated it?—A. The Bell Company had two men there; 


was there every now and again. ! sry hostile 
Q. Was the press of your town hostile?—A. One of the papers was very ise 


erate 


q 


Mr. Seott 


By the Chairman: & 
Q. Have you any information as to the cost of installing a municipal Rian 
T understand you have some quotations from companies that manufacture municipa 


telephone systems?—A. [lere is one from the International Telephone Company :— 
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(Exhibit No. 25.) 
INTERNATIONAL TELEPHUNE MFG. CO. 


City of Brantford, CurcaGco, June 29, 1904. 
Brantford, Ont. 


GENTLEMEN,— Your request, through Mr. W. Norman Andrews, for an estimate 
cn the installation of a telephone system in your city, to cover the territory approxi- 
mately as indicated by the plans and map furnished by your special expert, Mr. Arthur 
©. Lyons, is received. 

It would be our plan to put in considerable more underground than indicated as 
used by the Bell Company, and also to use as much cable construction as possible, *c 
avoid heavy open wire leads. 

Construction of this character, while it costs considerable more in the first installa- 
tion, the additional cost is more than repaid in a very short time, in the saving of 
maintenance, greatly reducing outside incidental trouble and increasing the efficiency 
ct the service. 

It would also be our intention to install a full central energy system, with a 
strictly multiple lamp line signal switch-board, with double lamp superisory clearins- 
cut signals, with pilot lamps for the line and disconnect signals, so that all batteries 
of the exchange would be at the central office, leaving no batteries or individual gen- 
erators at the subscriber’s station, and having the system so designed that when the 
subscriber removes the receiver from the hook a small lamp -<ignal at the switch- 
board, corresponding in number with the subscriber’s telephone, will indicate auto- 
matically, and so that when the subscribers replace their receivers on the hooks, a 
lamp disconnect-signal will indicate automatically and show the operator at the cen- 
tral when the disconnection is to be made; and also when an operator calls a party 
wanted, a signal is given when the called party takes the receiver from the hook, to 
indicate to the operator immediately when the call is answered, so that an operator 
knows the exact conditions of the lines, and when subscribers answer and when either 
cr both the subscribers replace their receivers and when a conversation is complete— 
without listening in on a connection—making it possible to give an absolutcly secret 
and reliable connection between subscribers. 

The switchboard to be of the strictly multiple type, so that any one operator can 
complete a connection with any subscriber in the exchange, without reaching beyond 
either of the positions immediately adjoining the position in which the call is received, 
enabling giving the quickest service possible. 

The system we would propose to furnish would be of the simplest possible con- 
struction for the service and system proposed, to enable making every detailed part 
strong and durable, to give the system lasting quality as well as the most efficient 
service. thereby reducing the cost of maintenance to a minimum. 

Our plan of system is to reduce the work of the user of a telephone to the greatest 
possible extent, to require the least amount of attention by or instructions to the 
general public, which policy in all lines of business has proven the most successful. 

We wish to say that if, in your city, the soil and ground is practically free from 
gravel and free from rock or rock formations, so that excavations for the under- 
gound work and pole-setting can be done easily, and you will insure the necessary 
city and other permits for carrying out the work of construction and installation with- 
out interference, we are ready to enter into a contract with more detailed specifica- 
tions for building and putting in cperation a twenty-five hundred (2,500) line ulti- 
mate capacity and five hundred (500) lines immediate equipped system, as above 
briefly indicated, for not to exceed forty thousand ($40,000) dollars. 

The system herein contemplated would be similar to the ones in operation in the 
towns of Port Arthur and Fort William, excepting that the system herein proposed 
would be built with an ultimate capacity of twenty-five hundred (2,500) subscribers 
end be of the strictly multiple switchboard type. 
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This same system is in use in many of the independent exchanges in the States. 
The Port Arthur and Fort William systems are as described on pages 50 to 53 of our 
eatalogue, mailed to you under separate cover, and also as described in the Canadian 
Engineer, enclosed herewith. 

The switchboard proposed will be similar to the one shown in our catalogue on 
page 41, with a power switchboard and power plant similar to the ones shown on page 
48—the battery plant similar to the one shown on page 47—the distributing board 
and ligntning arrester rack similar to the ones shown on page 45, with the general 
system as described in the reprint of the Saratoga, New York, exchange, sent you 
herewith. 

We shall be glad to give any further information that may be desired at any time, 
and when your ratepayers of your city have elected to install the system, we shall be 
pleased to enter into a contract, with detailed specifications, for furnishing the entire 
system along the lines indicated. 

Yours very respectfully, 
INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING CO. 
. Henry Suarer, President. 
_By The Chairman: 

Q. Is that a strong company ?—A.—I understand so. 

Q. Doing business where?—A. In Chicago. It is the same company that put in 
the Port Arthur and Fort William systems. 

Q. What else have you!—A. This is one from Elhart, from Chicago, with a 
tender for $37,500. 

Q. From what company is that?—A. From the Chicago Telephone Supply 
Company. 

Q. What is the standing of that company?—A. It is one of the largest companies 
there. 

Q. In Chicago?—A. In Chicago. 

_Q. Have you got anything further—have you any other offers?—-A. Here is one 
from the Canadian Machine Telephone Company : 


(Exhibit No. 26.) 
CANADIAN MACHINE TELEPHONE COMPANY, Liantep. 
Alderman Andrews, Toroxto, August 19, 1904. ... 


Chairman Telephone Committee, Brantford. 

Dear Sir,—We have the pleasure in stating that in the event of your city deciding 
to establish a municipal telephone exchange we could supply you with the Lorimer 
machine switchboard and the necessary construction for a system of 500 telephones 
for $35,000. ‘This figure is an approximate one and might be reduced upon a careful 
enquiry by us into the local conditions as regards the construction work. Our system, 
which is a Brantford invention and which will revolutionize the telephone business, 
is now being installed in the town of Peterdorough, and no time will be lost in getting 
our exchange there in complete running o1der. Our construction will be up to date, 
being underground in the business section of the town and on the cable principle as 
far as possible throughout. — 

We are satisfied that we have the ideal telephone system for a municipality to 
install as a civic exchange because, among other reasons, its annual cost of operation 
and maintenance will be much less than that of any other. Then, too, the central office 
apparatus to serve 500 telephones may be installed to commence with and this added to 
by sections 100 at a time as the business develops. ‘This increase could be continued 
up to an exchange for 10,000 telephones without necessitating any change in the origi- 
nal apparatus, simply additions to the number of sections. Then the same attendant 
that would look after a 500 exchange would be able to attend to a 1,000 or 1,500 ex- 


change. Thus the expense would not be increased and the cost of the central office 
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apparatus would always be in direet proportion to the number of subscribers served. 
With a manual system you would install a switchboard for 500 subscribers with say an 
ultimate capacity for 1,000. You would have a switchboard larger than your present 
business demanded or, in other words, an investment a large proportion of which wouid 
not be earning anything, and’ when your additional 500 subscribers were connected up, 
your number of operators would have to be more than doubled and the number of a'- 
tendants proportionately increased. Besides this, your switchboard having reacted 
its ultimate capacity, you would have to face the cost of a new central apparatus if your 
business developed further. Thus with a manual system an increase in the size .f 
your exchange may necessitate an increase in the rates charged to subscribers, but 
under municipal management a growth of your exchange with our system might even 
make it possible to make a substantia! reduction in the annual rental charged to 3ub- 
seribers. 

Our system does away with the girl entirely, wiping out this annual expense, ani 
requires no more skilled attendants than does the manual board which has its troub!: 
men to look after the central office apparatus. Our system, to put its claims in a gen- 
eral way, insures a more efficient service at lower rates than can possibly be given at a 
profit with a manually operated system, and, besides other advantages peculiar to itsel¢. 
it furnishes a service that is absolutely seeret and entirely free from any ‘ cutting in‘ 
during conversation. This latter is a most important feature in the construction cf a 
system in a town the size of Brantford. 

In the event of the city deciding not to undertake the installation of a telephune 
exchange as a municipal enterprise, we would be willing to accept a franchise (not ex- 
clusive) of your streets to install our system and we will guarantee a service to your 
citizens at rates not to exceed those proposed by you under municipal management, 
viz., $25 for business ’phone, $15 for residence ’phone. These could be fixed as our 
maximum rates and we might be able, after investigating local conditions, to furn’sh 
a service for even a lower rental. In Peterborough within three weeks from time is 
time the franchise was granted to us we had some 400 subscribers under contract to 
use our service. This number we confidently expect to double when we get our exchai.gze 
in operation. : 

A third proposition that might be considered by*you would be that you grant us a 
franchise and-we install a system under an agreement by which the city may at the end 
of a stated term of years take over and operate it as a municipal plant. 

Brantford, noted for its enterprise, is certain to desire to have, when it installs or 
allows to be installed a competitive telephone system, the most up-to-date equipment 
that is obtainable. This is exactly what we claim to have and therefore we feel satis- 
fied that in any case you would give our propositions careful consideration; but whe 
this new system is a Brantford invention, that has been supported through its years 
of development largely by Brantford capital and enterprise. we feel doubly sure that 
Brantford will be one of the first communities to introJjuce it. 

Hoping this will receive your favourable attention, we will be pleased to lear 
further from your committee, 

We remain, 
Yours respectfully, 


CANADIAN MACHINE TELEPHONE CoO., Liuirep. 
F. W. Mackay, 


Manager. 
By the Chairman : 

Q. This is a company in Toronto ?—A. This is an automatic company. Their 
tender is $35,000. 

Q. These tenders were for Brantford ?—A. These were for Brantford, yes. 

Q. Have you any other tender ?—A. These are all the tenders I have for municipal 
’phones. 
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Q. These are the tenders furnished to Brantford 2A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In connection with your seheme ?—A. Yes, sir, 


By Mr. Johnston : 
Q. While contemplating the installation of a municipal system there?—A. Yes. 
By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Is your committee now sitting or discussing the question ?—A. Yes, and the 
council has recommended advertising for an independent ’phone, and also for a plant 
to be established by the municipality. They are just giving their advertisements out 
now. 


The CHairMAN.—We will see what the outcome of the advertisements is. Tt is 
now one o’clock. Mr. Ritchie, if you wish to examine Mr. Andrews we will have to 
postpone until to-morrow, as we have some business to do ourselves. 


Mr. Ritcui.—I have only one or two questions. 


By Mr. Ritchie : 


Q. Mr. Andrews, in spite of the opposition of the Bell Telephone Company, as you 
found it, you did decide up there to submit a by-law providing for municipal ownership ? 
—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And eventually you abandoned that ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Not by reason of the Bell Telephone Company’s opposition, but because you 
received an advantageous offer from an independent company, a construction company, 
‘in Toronto?—A. Coupled with the influence of the Bell, of course. 

Q. I do not quite understand your answer when you say that you abandoned the 
proposition because of the independent company’s offer, coupled with the Bell Com- 
pany’s' influence. Was the independent company linked with the Bell 2—A. No, not 
at all. 

Q. What is the meaning of your answer, then?—A. Because at that time the Bell 
Company were charging us $5 extra for those long distance ’phones, and $20 for exten- 
sions, and the service was not as we thought it should be. That is why we objected to 
the service and the extraordinary prices. . That was the reason why we withdrew the 
municipal and went for the independent system. 

Q. In other words, it was the independent company’s offer which induced you to 
abandon the submission of the by-law to the people?—A. Yes. 

Q. And it was not the Bell at all, because the Bell opposition had not prevented 
you from preparing the by-law wich the intention of submitting it. 


Question objected to by Mr. Zimmerman. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. You refer to the Bell influence on the aldermen?—A. Yes. 
Mr. ZimMERMAN.—He states it was caused by the submission of another offer. 


By Mr. Ritchie : 

Q. I just wanted to make that perfectly clear. You put in a letter from Mr. Sise 
there, in which he states that the Glasgow system is not a success. Is the statement 
published in the same newspaper ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What was that statement?—A. It is all there if you wish to see it. 

Q. No, I wish you to tell me, if you please?—A. I will read it over if you want It. 

Q. I wish you to tell me what the statement was?—A. I could not tell you off- 
hand now. I have it all there if you wish to see it. 

Q. Surely if you come here to give testimony on your oath and put in this as some- 
thing of interest to the committee, and a matter of importance, you ought to be in a 
position to state to us or to the committee who that statement was prepared by 7—A. 


Well, I have it right here and it speaks for itself. 
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Q. Please tell me who it is prepared by ?—A. I will just read it. 

Q. I do not ask you to take up the time of the committee by reading that state- 
ment, but tell me who it is signed by ?—A. It is simply a statement made by Mr. Sise 
from the London Lngineer. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Is it by the London Engineer, or was it contributed to them?—A. I cannot 
say. It just says the London Engineer. . 

Q. It is an excerpt from the London Engineer, is it not?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the opinion of the writer of the article2—A. That municipal owner- 
ship in Glasgow was not a success. 

Q. Do you of your own knowledge know whether that statement of that writer with 
regard to the Glasgow system is correct or incorrect?—A. According | 

Q. Do you of your own knowledge know ?—A. Well, my knowledge is tinis: I wrote 
straight to the mayor of Glasgow, and got the report direct from the mayor, and the 
report says yes, it is a success. 

Q. It says that it is a suecess?—A. Yes. 

Q. And have you any knewledge that the report has been eriticized-—that report 
of the Glasgow system ?—A. No, sir; I have no knowledge of that at all. 

Q. You have no knowledge whatever; you nave heard nothing about an investiga- 
tion into the telephone affairs of Glasgow ?—A. Not in this report. 

Q. Not in that report—I am speaking of the telephone affairs generally 2—A. I 
have seen criticisms similar to what Mr. Sise has here. 

Q. You have seen them?—A. Yes; that is why we wrote to Glasgow to find out 
woether it was correct or not. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Have you letters and correspondence?—A. I have at home, sir. 

Q@. And the answers you have received?—A. Yes. 

Q. It will be interesting to have the letters that passed ?—A. It was simply writ- 
ing them, asking for the report. 

Q. [ave you entered into correspondence with the officials at Glasgow in relation 
to their financial affairs?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You ‘nave just taken it from the report. That is the only knowledge you have 
as to telephone affairs in Glasgow ?—A. Yes, sir. 


The Cramman.—Mr. Ritchie, I have had handed to me a newspaper excerpt pur- 
porting to contain the correspondence that has been alluded to. It begins with a letter 
from the editor of the Brantford Courier to the Lord Provost of Glasgow, and there 
is also a letter from John A. McCallum, assistant manager of the Glasgow system, 
purporting to give information. Pernaps it will be in that newspaper extract—prob- 
ably that is the correspondence referred to. 


Mr. Rircnim.—That is the correspondence referred to. 
(Exhibit No. 27.) 


GLASGOW *PHONES—AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT AS TO THEIR 
SUCCESS. 7 


Tn order to settle once and for all the conflicting statements put in circulation 
regarding the Glasgow municipal phone plant, the Courier some three weeks ago sent 
the following letter to the Lord Provost (mayor) of Glasgow :— 


Dear Sir—In connection with an agitation in this place, for a municipal tele- 
phone system, the experience of Glasgow nas naturally figured quite prominently. On 
the one hand it 1s asserted that the success of your city plant is in doupt, and on the 
other hand that results have been most gratifying, not only in the essentials of reduc- 
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ing rates and increasing the number of ’phones, but also ; 
is : , so in the na 
of earnings over expenses. matter of an exaess 
We should be deeply obliged to you if 


fee you could forward a statement as to the 


Yours, &e., 
EDITOR, od 
To this the following answer was received :— et 


EF. D. Revitie, Esq. GLASscoy 
‘LE, ; scow, September 9, 1904. 
Courier, Brantford, Canada. 

Dear Sir,—Your favour of 26th ulto., addressed to Lord Provost, has been sent 
to me for attention, and I beg to inform you that I shall have great pleasure in for- 
warding the information desired by you within the course of a day or two. 

Yours truly, 


JOHN A. McCALLUM, 
Assist. Manager. 


A COMPLETE SUCCESS. 


Yesterday this further letter came to hand :— 

Guascow, September 13. 
Editor, Courier. 

Dear Sir,—With further reference to your letter of the 26th ult., addressed to the 
Lord Provost of Glasgow, I have now pleasure in submitting the following informa- 
tion on the points raised by you. 

The corporation system was inaugurated in August, 1901, by tae opening of the 
Central Exchange, with something like 1,500 stations working, and the extent and pro- 
gress of the department’s operations since then will best be seen by a comparison of 
the following figures :— 


Switch-rooms in operatipn,— 


eNicive ee  ee eee eee, e S OP 9 
ee er ree he me So ae eg iy ete ag 
= ie ee re eee Solo ee kk Bale a wre AD 

Stations in operation,— 

eee ee) al aie: es c's he ete tw 5,180 
re TOUS Se ee SSE SEE TS | aA ae a 9,616 
a ee ee wes 6 Stes oie Sig ia 4 a a oe de Ow 


The corporation provide a telephone service within an area of 143 square miles, 
and their wires are laid entirely underground in the centre of the city, taus securing 
perfect immunity from the effect of storms. 

The scale of charges is as follows :— 

1. Exchange line, with unlimited service, £5 5s. per annum, 

2. Toll service, or message rate line: £3 10s. per annum, with 1d. per each outward 
eall. 

3. Party lines, with unlimited service: £4 4s. and £3 10s. per annum for groups 
of two and four subscribers respectively. 


With regard to the financial results of the department’s operations. The first 
balance shect at May 31, 1902, snowed an excess of earnings over expenses of £398. The 
following year the balance was £1,694, and at May last, £3,650. 

These surpluses are arrived at after debiting each year with full maintenance 
charges, interest on money borrowed up to date, and sinking fund necessary to wipe 
off the capital borrowing within a period of thirty years. . 

The principal rates charged by the National Telephone Company, our competitors 
here, which prior to the installation of the corporation system had a monopoly of the 


telephone business in Glasgow, were as follows :— 
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1. Exchange line. with unlimited service: £10 per annum, within the city boun- 
dary; and outside this, various rates up to £25 per annum. 

These high rates have now totally disappeared, and the company are charging a 
uniform rate of £10 per annum for unlimited service over their wnole area, which is 
the same as the corporation’s. 

They have further introduced the following rates :— 

1. ‘wo party line, unlimited use, £6 per year. 

2. Exclusive line, measured service, £5 per year, 600 calls; excess calls, 1d. each, 
or 300 for £1. 

3. Four party line, unlimited use, £4 per year. 

4. ‘Ten party line: No installatien charge. Subscriber to guarantce 2d. per day; 
extra calls, 1d. each. . 

5. Omnibus line, 25s. per year, for 600 outward calls; excess cal!s, 1d. each. 


The National Telephone Company’s service was originally worked on the single 
wire, with earth return system, waich, together with the high rates charged and the 
need of providing the commercial community with something better and cheaper, was 
the primary cause of the corporation of Glasgow applying for a license. The company 
has since entirely remodelled its system, introducing metallic circuits, and in other 
ways has effected considerable improvement on its past service. 

I inclose a copy of the department’s last balance sheet, from which you will ob- 
serve tnat there can be no doubt as to its financial success, tho results being most 
gratifying in the face of such strong competition in the hands of a powerful monopoly. 

The municipal telephones in Glasgow have been instrumental in developing the 
telephone to an extent never dreamt of before. Rates are lower, the service all around 
is better, and the large increase in the number of telephone users adds considerably to 
the value of the service to the individual. . 

From a ratepayer’s point of view, municipal telepnony has been a good thing, in 
so far as a new and considerable rateable value has been created in the corporation 
telephone system, and the contributions to the rate. out of revenue amount almost to 
£3,000, while at the same time it has provided constant and remunerative employment 
for hundreds of employees of both sexes. 

I trust this information is such as you desire, and if there is any other point on 
which you desire enlightenment I shall be pleased to supply you with the necessary in- 
formation. 

Yours truly, 
JOHN A. MecCALLUM, 
Assist. Manazer. 
By Mr. Smith : 


Q. When does the agreement between the city of Brantford and the Bell Telephone 
Company expire?—A. It expired last year. 
Q. Has the city renewed it?—A. No, sir. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. And therefore you are receiving no revenue?—A. Receiving no revenue. 


By Mr. Roche : 


Q. The population of Brantford is 18,000?—A. It is nearly 20.¢ now. 
Q. And you have 600 ’phones of the Bell Company?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Smith : 


Q. What was the Bell Company paying you ?—A. $450 up to last year, then they 
made an offer of $700 and ten ’phones free. 

©. Can you tell what control the city had over the location >f poles?—A. They 
had no control. 
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Q. The company simply placed them where they liked?—A. Yos. 
Q. Without consulting the city’—A. Without consulting the city. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Have you any right to order them not to put the poles in the ground?—-A. No, 
sir, we have no right whatever. 
Q. You could make it in your contract?—A. The contract did not provide for that. 


Witness discharged. 


CoMMITTEE Room, 
Tuurspay, April 6, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 
Mr. NaruanitL, D. Nein, of Brantford, sworn: 


Dy the Chairman: 

Q. Where do you live, Mr. Neill 2—A. Well, I have lived a part of my time Ju 
the United States, but my permanent home is in Brantford. 

Q. What business are you engaged in ¢/—A. I ain acting as president and genera] 

manager of the American Machine Telephone Company. 

Q..What has been your experience in telephone work 7—A. Well, it has been 
rather varied. 

Q. Please describe it generally?—A. We have been interested in developing an 
automatic telephone exchange. We have been at work on this, the company has beer 
at work on this, for about twelve years. 

Q. Who are we?—A. Well, the directors of the company are G. W. Lorimer, one 
of the inventors; Dr. E. Hart, of Brantford; Edward L. Gould, Brantford; C. J. Kint- 
‘ner, a patent attorney of New York; Robert Neill, of Peterborough and myself. 

Q. The system that you have been developing is the Lorimer system?—A. Is the 
Lorimer system. 

Q. Is that the system which is represented in Toronto by what is called the Cana- 
dian Machine Telephone Company ?—A. Yes, that is a subsidiary company. 

Q. And the machine that you spoke of is their machine?—A. Yes. 

Q. An automatic exchange?—A. Yes. A development of the parent company. 

Q. And what other experience have you had except in endeavouring to promote 
that enterprise, that patent? What other telephone experience ?—A. I had experience 
in, building a small telephone plant in the town of Troy, Ohio, about eight years ago. 

Q. For the municipality ?—A. No, it was a company’s undertaking. 

Q. Is that the extent of your experience?—A. We built this plant and we found 
that our automatic telephone exchange was not sufficiently developed, so we sold it out. 
I have assisted other people in promoting companies down there and done considerable 
work in that line. 

Q. Then your relations to the telephone are those of the promoter?—A. Largely, 
yes. 

Q. Not an operator?—A. No. 

Q. Are you familiar with any systems in operation ?—A. Yes. i) 

Q. What different classes of systems under control?—A. The different classes of 
systems 2. . Saito 

Q. I mean under control of joint stock companies, under control of municipalities, 
under control of co-operative societies. Tlave you any experience of these respective 
systems 2A. The one that I am more particularly acquainted with is the one which 
was put up about three years ago in the town of Piqua, where I resided. 
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Q. Pickwell ?—A. Piqua. 

Q. What state is that in ?—A. In Ohio. 

_Q. What class of system does that belong to ?—A. I think it was put up in—pos- 
sibly Mr. Dagger remembers that. 

Q. Under what control? Is it under municipal control?—A. No, a joint stock 
eompany was organized and the stock was taken up locally. This system started out 
with about 300 subscribers in competition with the Central Union, which is the Bel! 
Company. To-day they have something over 1,100 subscribers in this town connected 
with the rural districts. 

Q. What is the population of that town ?—A. I think it is about 14,000. 

Q. They have how many, 1,100 you say #—A. They have 1,100 on the independent 
lines and the Bell Company, I think, have between 200 and 300. 

Q. Between 1,300 and 1,400 telephones altogether?—A. Altogether, yes. 

Q. What are the rates charged by the independent company ?—A. We charge for 
a business telephone about $25, and I think it is $18 for residence ’phones. 

Q. Do you know how many residence ’phones there are in the town?—A. I could 
net tell you, but they are very greatly in excess of the business telephones. 

Q. Has the number of users increased since the arrival of the independent com- 
pany ?—A. This company that was organized after it was in operation for a year and 
a half had to throw their switchboard out. They had not calculated on the immense 


increase that would come to them by way of subscribers, and they threw their first board’ 


out entirely and put in a system for 1,000, and they have been endeavouring to connect 
another 100 alongside this 1,000 in order to accommodate subscribers, and they find 
they have to throw the 1,000 out again and put in a 2,000 board. 

Q. Why do they not adopt the automatic, the Lorimer system?—A. Well, they 
have never had an opportunity yet to adopt that. 

Q. What do you mean by that ?—A. Well, we have never placed it in that parti- 
eular way yet. 

Q. They are installing the system in Peterborough, we are told?—A. Yes. 

Q. Why do you not give an opportunity to the town of Piqua if it is such a good 
device?—A. Well, they have never applied to us for it. They are talking about it now. 

Q. Do you wait until some one calls before you offer your goods for sale?—A. 
Well, we had other matters in hand at that time. 

Q. Are there any other automatic devices in operation?—A. Yes. There is a very 
large company in Chicago that are doing a lot of business. I think they are possibly 
doing more business than any other telephone company in America outside of the-————_ 
Company. 

Q. What is the name of that company?—A. The Strowger Automatic. 

Q. Manufacturing company?—A. Manufacturing company. 

Q. Is tnat a telephone operating company ?—A. Yes, they do opcrate some of their 
exchanges. 

Q. Where?—A. The one in Dayton is largely operated through them, although 
they have a great deal of local capital. They are now organizing a very large company 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

Q. ‘lake the one in operation in Dayton. Do they use their automatic device 
there /—A. Yes. 

Q. For excnange work ?—A. Ycs; I have seen it several times. 

Q. How many users are there on that automatic exchange?—A. The capacity of 
the exchange is 9,000 when it is all connected up. They have 6,000 connections, and 
they have about 4,000 subscribers, and they are gradually increasing. 

Q. How many people does it take to attend to that automatic?—A. I presume they 
would have, from my observation, they would have about 1 to every 1,000, or probably 
a little better than that. 

(). Subseribers’—A. No; one attendant. 

(. One attendant to every 1,000 what? Subscribers?—A. Yes. 
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Q.. How many attendants would be necessary under the old system? I mean where 
the connections are made by hand ?—A. Well, that depends very largely on the quality 
of the service you want to get. 

Q. Take Dayton, Ohio, for instance?—A. Well, it will depend upon the city. 

Q. We!l, Dayton is a city. Dayton is a place where you are saying the automatie 
system is in operation. Woat is the population of Dayton ?—A. About 100,000. 

(). One hundred thousand. Have they got any other telephone system there ?— 
A. Yes; the Central Union are operating there. 

Q@. Do they use the automatic exchange?—A, No; they use the regular Bell tele 
phone apparatus. 

“ The connections being made by hand?—A. The connections being made by 
and. 

“. Do you know how many subscribers they have?—A. I really could not Say. 

(). Were you ever in their exchange oflice?—A. No, I have never been in the ex- 
change office. 

Q. You do not know how many employees are required to do the exchange connec- 
tion work?—A. Well, that matter could be very readily obtained. Of course, if they 
wanted to give a very good service, tney could cut down from 40 to 60 subscribers. 

Q. Call it 50 on the average. It would take 20 for every 1,000 subscribers ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. As against one under the automatic system ?—A. Yes. 

€. How long has the automatic system been in operation in Dayton?—A. It has 
been installed now about two years. 

Q. Do you know when it was installed?—A. I think they began to give a service 
about two years ago. 

Q. With how many subscribers?—A. I think they started them with probably 
about 2,000 subscribers. 

Q. And they have now attained ?—A. Tney have now attained to about 4,000. They 
told me they are connecting up continuously. 

(. And with that machine, four persons can do the work of eighty? It would 
take eighty persons to make connections by the Bell system that is done by four 
under the automatic system?—A. Yes, I think that would be a reasonable proposition. 

Q. fave you any acquaintance with the workings of any other systems else- 
where ?—A. No, not excepting the ordinary systems that are placed out in the ordi- 
nary way. 

Q. What caused the great increase in the use of telephones at Dayton, Onio ?—A. 
Well the automatic was a novelty. 

Q. Were the rates lower ?—A. The rates were lower, yes. 

Q. What were the rates at Dayton, before the automatic system was established ? 
—A.. I could not say definitely. 

(. Well, how do you know then if they were lowered 2—A. I knew at the time 
they were lowered. 

mite Darton 2A. | Ves. 

Q. Do you know now many telephones were in use when the Bell Telephone line 
was in connection with that territory ?—A. I could not give you the exact data, but 
I know there was a substantial inerease in the number of subscribers. 

Q. In the number of subscribers in the two companies?—A. Yes, 

Q. A substantial increase?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any idea what the reduction in the rates amounted to?—A. No. 

Q. Did the other company, the old company, reduce its rates?—A. Yes, they re- 
duced their rates. ; ‘ i fer. 

Q. What connection has your automatic system with outside municipalities or 

1 @—A. Well, I find in Dayton 
ae It ot the Dayton ‘system I am speaking of t—A. Well, I find in Dayton that 
the Automatic Company connect up with all the small independent companies on the 
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outside. They also form a connecting link in the long distance part of this business, 
they are in sympathy with the movement and they offer their exchange in Dayton as 
a bridging condition between the different systems on the outside. Now, I found the 
condition there that I have never seen talked of before. The hotel, the principal hotel 
in the town, has an exchange there. It requires an operator and connects with every 
room in the hotel. 

Q. Yes?—A. And the automatic is used for that purpose. 

Q. What are the various telephone systems in operation in Ohio now?—A. Well, 
the Central Union, which is a sub-company of the Bell, have dominated that field for 
twenty-five years, and the enterprise is largely carried on by local capital. A number 
of business men get together, and they obtain an estimate from Chicago as to what 
the cost of a telephone plant will be, and they form a little company among themselves: 
and put the rates at a figure where they can make a comfortable dividend, and they 
make extensions to the line and employ such people to look after it as will suit them, 
and it makes a lot of simply independent companies. 

Q. Let us trace the history of the development of the telephone in Ohio. First 
ef all, you say, you call it the Union ¢—A. The Central Union. 


Mr. Maciean.—Better known as the Bell. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Well, it is called the Central Union there; it is probably an offshoot ¢—A. It 
is one of the sub-companies of the Bell. 

Q. And this Central Union has had possession of the territory in the state of 
Ohio ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And to what extent did it extend its operations before rivals appeared on the 
scene?—A. Well, they were of a very meagre character. 

Q. Have they established long distance connection?—A. They did establish soms 
long distance connections, but not to the extent they have done it to-day, because they 
have been compelled to connect up with all the small towns, which they never did 
before. 

Q. At first, then, their development was in towns and centres of population ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. Later on they established connections between these towns, is that it?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. Then did they extend their system into the rural districts?—A. No, they did 
not bother with the rural districts at all. The rural district part of it was forced on 
them by the attitude the independent companies took. 

Q. Then who next invaded the telephone field of Ohio? Was it the municipal 
telephones or was it other joint stock companies?—A. I cannot say that. I have hea:d 
of no municipal companies, but it is largely as I say through independent compan": 
formed from local business men. They put up a certain amount of money. They buy 
their exchange in Chicago, they might buy it on time and the Chicago people might ta*e 
an interest in the investment themselves. At such times they naturally would, and xs 
out and build another one. 

Q. And what is to prevent these new companies selling out to the old ones 2—A. 
There is nothing to prevent that. 

Q. And that may ultimately be the fate of these companies, may it not?—A. It is 
quite possible. A large company was formed at Toledo for the promotion cf telepho.1s 
companies down the Mimmi valley, and to-day they own a great number of these com- 
panies, they own a controlling interest in the stock. It was a profitable investment, aud 
{ am told they made a great deal of money out of it. There is one thing I would just 
like to mention to give you an idea of the progressive movement in the telephone fis'4 
in the United States from data which I know is absolutely correct. Eight years ago 
when I went to Picqua there were 118 subscribers on the Bell alone, and during those 
eight years the number has grown to 1,400; it is almost incredible. 
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Q. Did the population increase?—A. No, I do not see that the population has jn- 
- ereased. I do not think so. 

Q. Then, to what do you attribute the increase in the use of the telephone ?—A. 
Well, it has been made popular by cheaper rates and by more courteous service and by 
extending the lines to the rural districts. 

Q. Are the lines now being extended to the rural districts *—A. They are. 

Q. Extensively ?’—A. Very extensively. 

Q. Are the subscribers being found amongst the farmers ’—A. Yes, 

Q. Do you know what is charged the farmers for telephones ?—A. Weil, he is 
eharged about $12 a year and they are largely on party lines connecting three, foi», 
five, or six as the case may be. , 

Q. Farmers on one line ?—A. Farmers on one line. 

Q. And that line running into a centre 2—A. That line is brought into the city. 
and connected with the exchange. 

Q. How do the farmers speak to other farmers on different lines 2—A. Well, they 
eonnect from the city and get the toll line. 

Q. Have they to pay to communicate with each other ?—A. Well, it depends upon 
the conditions of the franchise. 

Q. Well, where the rates are $12 for a farmer’s telephone, what does he get for that 
sum {—A. He gets connection with the city and with neighbouring villages, say from 
8, 10 to 12 miles from there. 

Q. Without further pay?—A. Very often with pay, and sometimes without fur- 
ther pay. 

Q. Well, how éan neighbours speak to neighbours, if they are on different lines, 
without extra pay?—A. Well, they could talk with their neighbours. 

Q. There is no automatic system to enable people in the rural districts to speak 
to each other?—A. No, I do not think that has been worked out yet. 

Q. There is no system of grouping neighbours together so they can speak together ? 
—A. That has not been done by the Strowger people, as far as I know, but I know 
it can be done with the system that we are now manufacturing. 

Q. You mean the Lorimer system?—A. The Lorimer system. 

Q. Is that machine on the market ?—A. This machine is being put in Peterborough 
for the first time. 

Q. Is there any factory where it is being made?—A. Yes, we have a factory on 
Duncan Street in Toronto where this machine is made. 

Q. You have just made one machine, is that it?—A. This machine is capable of 
accommodating 300 subscribers. 

Q. Has there only been one machine made ?—A. There have been several ma- 
chines made but this is the first machine that has been placed out on actual service. 

Q. This has not been tested practically by the public?—A. No. 

Q. And when will the Peterborough system be in operation?—A. The Peterbo- 
rough system will be in operation in about three or four weeks. 

Q. Are you aware of any municipal systems in operation ?—A. No, I have never 
studied that end of the business. 

Q. Are you familiar with telephone conditions in Canada?—A. Oh yes, I have 
done considerable work here. 

Q. As a promoter do you mean?—A. Promoting this Canadian company. I might 
give you an outline of the Canadian company and to show my position with it. The 
American company sold its rights to the Canadian company and they organized with 
an Ontario charter for $250,000. The object was to get $100,000 in money to build 
this Peterborough plant. They have been two years endeavouring to get that money. 
This money would have been forthcoming long ago if it had not been for the very 
strenuous efforts put forth by the owners of the long distance line. 

Q. Whom do you mean by ‘the owners’?—A. Represented by the Bell interests. 

Q. In Canada?—A. Yes. ; 
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Q. Yes?—A. The object of a corporation of that kind is to intimidate capital, 
and capital at any time is timid enough, and when a man thought of investing in this 
company he was immediately looked after. I am speaking very plainly, gentlemen, 
because these are facts and I presume that is what you are after. This man was 
immediately looked after and a few words were sufficient to blow it right out of his 
head. 

By Mr. Boyce: 

(). ‘hese are the facts from your own observations ?—A. Yes, sir, I have been up 
against it very strongly too. 

(). With the Bell ‘Telephone Company ?—A. With all its emissaries, which is just 
the very same thing. 

(). ‘nat is their agents ?—A. Their agents. 

(). ‘heir known agents?—A. Yes, their known agents. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Well, you are proceeding to describe the system in Canada ?—A. This money 
we could not get in Canada. Finally we had to go to Chicago to get the money to 
build the system at Peterborough. ‘There is sufficient money now in the treasury, in 
spite of the opposition, and the system will be completed. They will start to put in 
telepnones in about three or four weeks at the outset; we will have some running at 
that time. ‘The system as it is built is built right through the leading streets. It is 
all underground and a great deal of cable is laid down. ‘There are very few poles 
and there are no poles on thé main streets. I think this is the médel system of Can- 
ada. I think there are few systems in America that will compare with it. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Is it to be a joint stock company ?—A. Tine Canadian Machine Telephone 
Company own this at present. What disposition they are going to make of it I do 
not know. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Are they restricted by the license given to them by the town of Peterborough 
as to any disposition they might afterwards make of their system ?—A. I do not think 
so. 

(). Are they free to sell to any company ?—A. I think so. 

(). Ine municipality has no pre-emptive right ?—A. I think not, I am not sure. 

Q. Then what is to prevent this very admirable system you speak of falling into 
the hands of the monopoly ?——A. I do not know. | 

Q. Nothing whatever ?—A. Not at present. 

Q. Nothing whatever. It is a wonder that Peterborough did not adopt some such 
safeguard. Are you quite sure that it has not ?—A. I am not quite sure. 

Q. You are not sure ?—A. It did not impress me that it bas. 

Q. Do they pay a royalty to the city of Peterborough ?—A. No. They give them 
very low rates. We were anxious to get into Peterborough. My brother, who is presi- 
dent of the company, lives there and he was very anxious that this system should be 
placed in the town and ne was also very anxious to give them very, very low rates, 
which has been done. 

(). And are these rates to be maintained no matter what may be the fate of the 
company, no matter into whose hands the system may pass /—A. They cannot increase 
the rates. 

Q. If the Bell Telephone Company were to acquire your company in Peterborough 
would it be at liberty to increase the rates on your system?’—A. No, but they might in- 
crease the rates under their old franchise and still use the automatic, 

Q. I fancy Peterborough has made a safer bargain than that. What are the dis- 
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ane fae ao! Wane in regard to telephone service ?—A. 
thoroughly independent ee that would a rn ee a Ge a eC TID 
and allow them to connect with and use these li oe son EATER 
: e lines you would remove every obstacle 
that stands in the way of the development of telephony to-day in Canada. 

(); That, you think, is tne key to the situation ?—A. That, I believe, sir, is the 
key to the situation because local capital will have no hesitation about coming for- 
ward when a long-distance service is assured. 

Q. You think the acquisition by the government—you mean, I suppose, the Do- 
minion government ¢—A, Yes, 

Q. Not provincial governments. You think that the acquisition by the Dominion 
government of the long-distance telephones would encourage tne development of a 
telephone system generally ?—A. Very substantially, sir. 

Q. Throughout Canada ?—A. Very substantially. 

@. Have you any idea of what it costs to-day to construct long-distance telephone 
lines /—A. I have never gone into the construction of long-distance lines at all. I 
have not brought any data with me. 

Q. You cannot speak as to the cost and the cost of maintenance ?—A. I would 
not care to. 

Q. Have you any experience from observations of the municipal systems in 
Canada?—A. No, I have never examined any. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. I would like to ask you a few questions. You have gained rather a wide ex- 
perience in connection with telephones by promoting your own company ?—A, Yes. 

Q. And what are the main things in connection with the organization of a tele 
phone company? I suppose they are the construction of lines and the establishment ot 
a central?—A. Well, the first thing, Mr. Maclean, is to get the money. 

Q. Yes, I know, but having the money, we will assume the money is forthcoming, 
the main item of expense are the lines, the street lines and the central?—A. Yes. 

Q. And if a great reduction could take place in the expense of that central station 
the telephone would be cheaper ?—A. Cheaper, yes. 

Q. And there is a great improvement now in both these respects ?—Practically 
the construction of lines is largely standardized?—A. Yes. 

Q. And is likely to have an improved system of switchboard connections that will 
alse be standardized 2—A. Yes. But on that I do not want you to misunderstand 
me. The outside construction of the wire will be a little more expensive in the future 
than it has been in the past. 

Q. But it should be permanent?—A. But it will be more thoroughly done and 
the cost for maintenance will be very, very low. 

. Q. On the whole it will be practically cheaper ?—A. It will practically be cheaper. 
The cost of the switchboard control system we are now putting on the market will be 
materially reduced. 

Q. You spoke of these independent companies in Ohio and states like that? They 
forced the Bell companies to put them into their offices, that is the little independen: 
companies. Did they or did they not get into connection witb the Bell line ?—A. 
Well, it has very seldom been accomplished. 

Q. Well then how do they connect up? Are there independent long distance 
lines?—A. Independent long distance lines. Bie : 

Q. There are both independent long distance and independent companies 7A, Y es. 

Q. And these independent long distance companies are glad to accept the business 
on a toll or otherwise from these local companies?—A. Sure. they have an amieable 


understanding. | 
Q. And it is profitable for them to do it?—A. Very profitable, yes. 


Q. And therefore if the Bell Company in this country says, or if it says in the 
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United States that it is not able to give connection with these independent compan::s 
it is not because it would not be profitable to them?—A. No. 

Q. But for some other reason?—A. My view is that it is coercion, that is all. 

Q. What about railway stations? As far as you know of in the United Stares 
do they admit telephones into their stations?—A. Oh, there has been no hesitancy about 
getting two systems into any public places or anything of that kind. 

Q. They are only too glad to have them?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. And do you know of any cases in the United States where a great railway 
corporation has given an exclusive franchise to the Bell Company to put their instru- 
ments only in railway stations?—A. I think the Bell probably have an understanding 
with large corporations to give them a telephone for nothing. 

Q. And that they shall exclude others?—A. I do not know of anything of thas 
kind. 

Q. You never heard of a contract such as we have in Canada?—A. No, I have 
never heard of a similar contract anywhere. 

Q. Do you know any place in the United States, especially in Ohio where the Bell 
Company had offered independent lines access to their lines or connection with their 
lines?—A. I do not know of any. 

Q. But it is a fact that these independent long-distance services in Ohio and other 
states is glad to de business with and accept the business of independent companies and 
as far as you know the construction of these local independent companies is such that 
they will transmit the business and not cause the long-distance company or subscriber 
any inconvenience?—A. No, none whatever. 

Q. It is a pure myth that small independent lines connecting with the big one 
interfere with the working or the giving of the service?—A. I have never heard of 
anything like that. 

Q. Now, you told Sir William, that the independent lines were all connected up, 
more or less. Do you know of eases of this kind where two little independent lines 
would have a common terminal in some one house in order to switch there and make 
connections ’—A. Sure. 

Q. As a matter of fact, according to your knowledge, not only are the towns weil 
supplied with telephones by reason of the competition of the independent companies 
but so are the farmers all around,—the villages?——A. Yes. 

Q. The local doctors are all in touch, are in telephonic touch over all independent 
lines and by the small independent lines, connecting one with the other, or going into 
the local exchange of the town, anid then having connection ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And a service of that kind connecting the farmers with the town—you get this 
sort of a service very often for $12 a year ?— A. Yes. 

Q. And on this service the local company pay a dividend and has connection with 
the local independent or long-distance, and they are all making moncy out of it. fs 
that your experience ?—A. Yes, that is my experience. 

Q. Well, now, on this system, if the government own the trunk lines here, would 
it not almost be possible in a well settled province like Ontario—I mean southern 
Ontario—do you not think it would be possible by the system that you suggest to giv3 
almost every farmer in the well settled portions of Ontario a good telephone serviee 
for $12 or $15 a year ?—A. Easily. 

Q. Easily *—A. Yes. 

Q. And that if the government owned tnese long-distance wires the people 
through Ontario would practically have a uniform long-distance connection at prob- 
ably from 15 to 25 cents, but not exceeding that ?—A. Just exactly, I think so. 

By Mr. Roche: 
Q. What rates does your company charge in Peterborough ?—A. $15 and $20, I 


think. 0. US ang at cece a 
(. Is the Bell Company operating there ?—-A. Yes. 
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Q. Do you know what rates they have been charging ?—A. I think they varied 
from $25 to $35, probably according to the distance from the local exchange. 

Q. Is it because of the automatic appliauces that your company are going to be 
ablé to give cheaper ’phones ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Or because their rates are too high, at any rate?—A, Yes, we think we ean 
make a profitable investment to our stockholders on the rates we have given toem. 

Q. Have you a franchise for a certain length of time ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you cannot exceed these present rates ?—A. I do not think so. 

Q. Do you know the number of subscribers the Bell Company have there now ?— 
A. I think it is somewhere in the neighbourhood of 400. We ‘have 500 subscribers on 
our list, which is the ultimate capacity of the exchange. We are getting new appli- 
«ations for subscribers every day and it is our intention to add 400 more in the spring 
auring the next sixty days. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. By the system of units ?—A. Yes, at our discretion. 

Q. Can’t you produce a copy of the agreement between your company and _ the 
town ?—A. Well, I can produce tnoat, I suppose; I don’t know whether it should be. 
i will tell rou what you can do 

Q. Write the mayor of the town ?—A. Write the mayor of the town and he will 
give you a copy. 

By Mr. Boyce: 

@. Would you state generally your reasons for the view that you have expressed 
that the acquisition by the government of a long-distance line would greatly facilitate 
telephonic construction ’—A. My experience down througa Ohio during eight years, 
eombined with my experience in Ontario here, developing the Canadian Machine 
Telephone Company justifies my saying that because competition has come up se 
elose to me during that period in the matter of getting capital subscribed, and I have 
traced it down invariably to the one source, the source I have given. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Did you experience any interference by tne Bell people in trying to get your 
company in Peterborough ?—A. Our general manager told me he experienced a great 
deal of difficulty. 

Q. Do you know that as a matter uf fact a Bell agent appears in every town 
where there is an agitation and is very active ? ?—A. I know wherever I have gone 
where there is an agitation there is always a number of them there. 

Q. In fact the policy of the Bell would be to hold a monopoly and queer every 
eompeting enterprise /—A. Yes. 

The CHarman.—That is the policy of every monopoly. 

Mr. MacuEan.—I want the Bell to be treated in the best possible way when it comes, 
but the idea I want to get out is that it is a monopoly and that it is pursuing a policy 
ef queering every attempt of the public to improve the situation. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Another question I would like to ask. What automatic devices are there iz 

practical operation to-day for exchange?—A. The Strowger Automatic is the principal 

ene, and they have conducted their business all over America, and I presume they have 
probably in the neighbourhood of 100 exchanges in operation. : 

Q. Automatic exchanges?—A. Yes. There is another smaller company called the 

Globe. It has never turned out exchanges as far as I know in greater units than one 


hundred. 


Q. Can you tell me, please, where the Strowger Automatic device is in operation— 
give us some places?—A. I have mentioned Dayton. There is one at Grand Rapids, 
there is one at Augusta, Ga. I cannot just name them. 
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Q. Can you give us a list?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Is there one in Chicago?—A. Yes, they claim they have 10,000 subscribers on 
that. I have seen it and it works very nicely. 

Q. Is there any connection between your company and the Strowger?—A. No, 
none whatcver. 

@. No business connection ?—A. None whatever. 

Q. Are you pure rivals?—A. Pure rivais. 

Q. Is their machine at all like yours?—A. No. 

Q. It differs radically ?—A. It differs radically. 

Q. There are none of theirs in operation in Canada?—A. They have a small one, 
I think, in operation in Toronto Junction, I am told, with 100 subscribers. I have not 
secn it. Some of our experts have been out and passed on it. 

Q. How long has it been in operation there ?—A. Only a few months. 

Q. Do you know the view of your experts with regard to it 2A. It has coincided 
with different opinions that we have had before us. 

Q. What is the difference ?—A. To make a comparison of the two systems: One 
is worked with the aid of electro-magnets. We use power, supplied by motor, gas en- 
gines, water-power or anything. 

Q. Yes, it is only a question of power if it does not go to the mechanism.—A. The 
mecnanism when operated by power must be made very much stronger, and the con- 
tacts heavier, where the Strowger contact is very light. But at the same time they 
seem to do a very profitable business. 

Q. Is the principle the same ?—A. The principle is entirely differeat. We work 
on altogether different lines. 

Q. I think we might well apply to the Strowger Company for infcrmation as to 
the working of their system ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Your machine is not yet on tne market ?—A. Not yet. 

Q. You have no idea therefore. what it will be sold at 2~A. There have been a 
number of estimates made on the cost of it. We know pretty nearly what it will be 
sold for. 

Q. How many subscribers will each unit serve 2—A. One hundred subscribers. 

Q. That is estimating how many to be using it at the same time ?—A. That is 
estimating on a 10 per cent basis. 

Q. That is about one-tenth used at the same moment 2—A. Yes, that percentage 
could be increased or diminished. 

Q. What electric norse power would be required to operate 100 telephones ?—A. 
About one quarter horse power or less. 

Q. Could that not be obtaine] by the use of chemicals—batteries?—A. A vas 
engine could be used. 

Q. Would that be necessary?—A. Not if you have electric power. 

Q. One or the other would be necessary ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. But there are places where electric power—?—A. Electric power is more ex- 
pensive. It is not difficult to obtain it in almost any place. 

Q. Can you furnish an estimate of what your automatic device would cost, say 
for 100 subscribers, 50 subscribers and 25 subseribers?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are you in a position now or would you later on be able to give us an estimate 
of what it would cost the public to acquire an automatic device with all the require- 
ments for say 25 subscribers, 50 subscribers, 100 subscribers and multiples of 100?— 
“A. I am perfectly satisfied if you will make application to the Canadian Machine 
Telephone Company they will give you all that data very cheerfully. 

Q. Very well, that will be satisfactory. As to the price charged the public who buy 
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out and out telephones, I mean the instruments and all the attachments, I mean the 
automatic instruments and all the attachments in the houses, what is the average 
charge in Canada for such an outfit?—A. I can not tell you what it is in Canada. I 
could give you the price in Chicago. 

Q. Tell us that?—A. It runs possibly as low as $6 and as high as $12. 

Q. What is the cause cf the difference?—A. The different quality of workmanship 
and the different way in which it is mounted, the quality of the receiver and trans- 
mitter that is used and the reputation of the firm who turns it cut. 

Q. What is the life of these instruments?—A. Well, I cannot say definitely, for 
my experience has not run along that line. I have known telephones in existence for 
ten years. 

Q. Do you know whether much is required in the way of repairs?—A. Well, they 
always require a certain amount of repairing, not at a very great cost, particularly 
the diaphragm, of the transmitter, and the cords have to be replaced. 

Q. You don’t know the retail price in Canada?—A. No. 

Q. Are there factories in Canada manufacturing these instruments?—A. There 
is a firm in Montreal but I cannot remember the name. 

. Is there only one firm manufacturing in Canada?—A. Outside the Bell. 

They are also manufacturing them?—A. Yes. 

Does the Bell sell the instruments out and out?—A. I do not think so. 

. They rent them ?—A. They may rent them. 

. You don’t know whether they sell them ?—A. No. 

. Where would our Canadian individual subscribers be able to buy telephones 
outside ?—A. A company would be organized for that purpose to manufacture toem. 

Q. In Canada ?—A. Yes. Heretofore there has not been enough business for a 
telephone company to organize, as the Bell has a monopoly, and independent com- 
panies were very scarce and with very small capitalization. 


LEOHOO 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Is the Bell Company a monopoly ?—A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. In what respect is there anything that prohibits the manufacture by any other 
person of telephone instruments?—A. No, I do not think there is anything in the way 
of prohibition. 

Q. In what sense have the Bell people a monopoly ?—A. Well, there is the long- 
distance line and it is instituted as a great monopoly ‘in tnis country to intimidate 
capital investing in telephone enterprises, which accounts for the small investment 
that there is up to date. 

Q. What you regard as the best thing for the country is to have the lon z-dis- 
tance line, the trunk lines under the control| of the government ?—--A. I certainly would 
strongly recommend that, and my experience of the last eight years devoted largely to 
the telephone business justifies my saying that. 

Q. And of the local lines as well ?—A. Well, I cannot say anything about the 
local lines. That is optional with the government whether they wish to do it. I think 
it would facilitate matters very much if tne government after their exhaustive investi- 
gation would make a recommendation of some particular system and then leave it to 
the general community to make a decision. 

Q. There is no reason why it wouid not be just as much in the interests of the 
people to have the local lines owned by the government as well as the trunk lines ?—A. 
Well, I do not know. I am not prepared to say. 

Q. It would be a reasonable proposition /—A. To have all the local lines control- 
led by the government ? 

Q. As well as the trunk lines ?—A. Yes, I think it would be quite reasonable. 
The people would have it in the hands of the government then, who would be more 


a ir} ith them than a corporation. 
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Q. In your judgment then the business of telephone companies is more pr less 
a source of evil in the country ?—A. All telephone companies are a source of evil. 
/Q. Yes.—A. I do not taink I have made any statement of that kind. 


By Mr. Boyce: 

Q. Leaving aside for a moment the question of the acquisition ur control by the 
government of local lines, what effect would the acquisition or control of trunk lines 
have upon the competition in local lines for city, town or farmer telephones ?—A. In 
the first place, it would facilitate the acquiring of capital to build local lines. 

Q. It would strengthen local companies ?—A. It would strengthen local compan- 
ies to know that the long-distance company would take business off their hands. They 
would not be cumbered with that immense expenditure. 

Q. Would that prevent local companies being crushed out of existence by a strong 
combination ?—A. I think it would help local companies very largely. It would not 
prevent two companies going into competition with one another in a town or city, be- 
eause both would have equal rights over the long-distance lines and the business would 
then go to tne company that would produce the best system. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Then the ideal system would be one local company in each place if thoroughly 
organized ’—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. The acquisition of all trunk lines by the government would not prevent this 
warring between the local companies?—A. I am not prepared to say that. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. There is one other question that ought to be brought out. One merit, I imagine, 
of the automatic system is that you get a night and day service, day in and day ous 
throughout the year, by the automatic service?—A. Yes. 

Q. And in a small independent system, one which is not operated by endes, or 
where there has to be connection by a switchboard, or if a switchboard intervenes in 
any connection, the trouble is that the switchboard closes after the day’s business, 
whatever time that may be?—A. Yes. 

Q. But take the system—the automatic system—the advantage of it is that ‘t 
works at any time at one hour as well as another. That is a fact?—A. Yes, they can 
give a night and day service. 

Q. It means that the difference in the cost of operation is considerable?—A. Yes. 
There is this about the handling of the exchanges in small districts, that the Bell 
Telephone Company up to date have had considerable trouble in making their systema 
pay in small villages where they would only have probably a half dozen subscribers, 
but still had to find an attendant. But with an automatic system, something like the 
system that I suggest to you that we are making, the telephone office and the post 
otice might be combined. 

Q. And by paying a better salary you could get a better service?—A. Yes, get a 
better service altogether. 

The CuairMan.—Mr. Ritchie representing the Bell Telephone Company desires 
to ask a question. 


By Mr. Ritchie: 

Q. Mr. Neill, you have stated that it was very advantageous for the local inde- 
pendent people to connect their wires on the long distance line?—A. Yes. 

Q. In speaking of the telephone conditions in Ohio, would that recessarily be 
called advantageous to the long-distance line, to a long distance-line, which had feeders 
ci its own?’—A. Well, I would think that the more business the local company would 
bring to the long distance line, the better it would be, I should think. 
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_Q. Does not the success of all telephone companies’ business, just as in any other 
business that caters to the public, depend upon the quality of the service which i& 
gives to the public?—A. Yes. 

Q. To the public with whom it has contracts?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think then that long-distance lines which had also local systems con- 
nected with it, and having subscribers for these local systems, who would make their 
contract with the company on the understanding that they would have connection 
with these long-distance lines, might they not suffer if the long-distance line was 
allowed to be used by persons entirely unconnected with that company ?—A. My answer 
to that question is this, that the government, if it took hold of the long-distance line 
would protect its interests inasmuch as it would prescribe a certain type of trans- 
mitter and receiver that would be used over these lines, consequently the service would 
be equalized. 

Q. Yes, but I am not speaking of long-distance lines which are in the hands o¢ 
the government. I am speaking of long-distance lines while they still remain the 
property of a corporation such as the Bell. Might it not be a disadvantage to the 
Bell Company to have any local company have the right to attach its wires to that 
long-distance line, and allow this independent company’s subscribers to use the long- 
distance line to the exclusion of the Bell Telephone Company subscribers. Might not 
that be disadvantageous to the Bell Company ?—A. If they are going to get as much 
business as you suppose they are going to ohtain by giving connection to t\ese inde- 
pendent companies it would be wise for the Bell Company to build more long-distance 
lines in order that they may be able to accommodate the traffic nad make more money. 

Q. Then if you are answering honestly, and I have no doubt you are, do you thin’x 
it is not a disadvantage to the Bell Company subcribers to have their long-distance 
line connected with the subscribers of all sorts of companies?—A. On the contrary, I 
think it would be a great advantage, because if any other company came into com- 
petition with the Bell Company in any town, village or city, it would increase its lis? 
substantially, and bring about such an increase in business that it would be necessary 
for the Bell Company to build more long-distance lines in order to accommodate the 
business. : 

Q. With regard to these local companies, there are a large number of telephone 
systems, are there not¢—A. Yes, but there is a great similarity between them all. 

Q. But they are not all of equal quality ?—A. No, they are not. 

Q. And these small companies, for instance, or associations of farmers, might 
put up a line, or a private individual might put up a line and attach a few of his 
friends to it. Now can you not conceive of such systems as that being sufficient for 
local purposes of these people, and yet not be really efficient telephone systems ?—A. 
Well, if they want a telephone with which they can talk to Chicago they certainly 
will have to put in telephones that will enable them to do it. 

Q. Can you not conceive of a number of small systems where more or less inefii- 
cient ’phones are used, good enough for a local ’phone, but not good enough for long- 
distance telephony. 


The Cuarrman.—I will just explain to you on this point that whilst, of course, 
it would be possible to have different classes of machines in use, doubtless, if we were 
to adopt a policy of long distance trunk lines, we would probably follow the example 
of the Imperial Government which has provided standard conditions, standard classes 
of machines, to meet that case. So that persons using the long distance lines would 
have to use some telephone that complied with the government standard. 


By Mr. Ritchie: 
Q. Quite so, sir, that might be essential in the case you mention; I admit that. 
I simply wanted to establish the fact that it was essential tc have an efficient te.c- 
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By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. There would not be any difficulty in adopting a machine of that kind for any 
person that wanted to use the long distance telephone ? 


Mr. Rircute.—None whatever. I merely wanted to get from the witness evidence 
that an inefficient ’phone mignt be of great disadvantage on our long distance line. 

The Cuamman.—Well, we would not probably allow an inefficient phone to be used. 
In England they do not; the Post Office Department requires that all those who are 
going to use the long distance to use an efficient phone, complying with the govern- 
ment standard. 


By Mr. Ritchie: 


Q. Have you considered the cost of a long distance line still remaining the pro- 
perty of a private corporation, have you considered the difficulty of that corporatiun 
collecting the proper charges for the use of the long distance lines, by the subscribers 
of these small local companies. Many of them may be practically bankrupt, or on 
the verge of bankruptcy, or these companies might have subseribers of the character 
that the long distance line would not deal with at all. Have you considered that ?— 
A. I do not see any obstacle in the way at all. 

Q. Well, supposing that the small telephone system claims connection with a long 
distance line, owned by a private corporation, and someone belonging to that local 
system who is not financially responsible, demands a connection with the long distance 
line for the purpose of using that line for a long period of time, at very considerable 
expense, do you mean to say that the long distance line, the owners of the long distance 
line, might not very often experience difficulty in obtaining their proper toll or charge 
for the use of the long distance line from such persons. He would have no control in 
the matter?—A. I have not any doubt at all about it, but that the Bell Compan; 
would find a way to make him settle. 


Mr. ZimmMerMAN.—They would demand their money in advance before making the 
connection probably, or they might have a deposit account. 


By Mr. Ritchie: 


Q. Supposing for instance that John Smiih, who lives 10 or 15 miles out in the 
country and has a ’phone on one of these smal] companies’ lines, telephones to the long 
distance and asks for a connection with Chicago, for instance, at a cost of about $5 for 
about three minutes conversation ? : 

Mr. Maciran.—Unless his money is there he probably would not get the connec- 
tion,—they would get their money first. 


Mr. ZimmMrerMasn.—I will guarantee there is lots of business done in this country 
with weak men, and we all know how to Jo business with weak men. I will guarantee 
that there is no concern that knows better how to do business with weak men than the 
Bell Telephone Company. 


Mr. Rircu1e.—The complaint seems to be fhat the Bell Telephone Company know 
when not to do business with that sort of people. 


The Cuamman.—That is what we complain of. 


Mr. Rircnir.—It seems to me that people in business should be allowed to decline 
to do business with those people they do not consider responsible. 


Q. However, naturally, you yourself cannot suggest to this committee which is 
desirous of getting information on every point connected with telephony, you cannot 
suggest any way in which the owner of a long distance line can protect himself in the 
collection of his tolls?—A. Well, to answer your question, I would think that a man 
ought to be knighted who could tell the Bell people anything along that line, 

Q@. You are better supplied with facetiousness than with suggestions. I expected 
that, however. But I thought I would give you an opportunity to make any sugges- 
tions that you had to offer. You spoke of the independent long-distance line in Ohio 
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which you say is only too glad to connect with the local companies. nat would be 
natural because that line had no feeders of its own, would it not 2? That independent 
ine is not in the same position as the Bell Telephone Company is with reference to 
the long-distance lines ?—A. I do not know what you mean by ‘the same position.’ 

Q. In this respect, that the independent company owning the long distance line 
in. Ohio, as I understand it, is simply a distinct independent company which does not 
have any local telephone business, a.d therefore it has no local subscribers as feeders 
to that line #—A. Many of those lung-distance lines, In an indepenuent way, were 
built by joint interests with local companies agreeing to build a certain line arid con- 
nect with another corporation, and another corporation taking it up and agreeing to 
build another length, and in some places in Ohio some of the independent long dis- 
tance lines will amalgamate sometimes with the small independent companies waich 
were built in that way. 

Q. You spoke of the timidity of capital. Do you think it is an encouragement to 
eapital to know that when it has invested its money under a given charter, or francaise 
for certain given privileges 

Mr. Maciean.—And duties. 


By Mr. Ritchie: 

Q. And privileges, that these may be encroached upon at any time, as the result 
of agitation, that they would be an encouragement to capital?—A. I do not think I 
should be asked to adjudicate on a matter of that kind at all. 

Q. I see. Still you gave expression, in a strong voice, on the question of tne 
timidity of capital, and how capital might be intimidated. I ask you now if you think 
this very method of dealing with the rights of capital has a tendency to encourage 
capital {—A. I do not think I shcc'd be asked to answer a question of that kind. 

Q. Very good. I think it is quite easy 10 gather tae kind of question you would 
prefer to answer. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Mr. Ritchie elicited from you, or he was trying to elicit, that the customers, 
the subscribers of the Bell Company might be inconvenieaced by the sudscribers of 
jocal lines getting in on their long distance. On the contrary, is 1t not the desire of 
every subscriber of the Bell Company to have nis connection with as many other 
‘phones as he can, and if the doctor, if every country doctor could get a greater num: 
ber of calls, and if the storekeeper can get connection with a larger number of con- 
sumers—in other words, if the number of connections which can be obtained is larger, 
is not that a distinct advantage to the subscriber ?—A. Sure. 

Q. Then that bugaboo disappears; and you also made clear tnat if the Bell Com- 
pany had many calls it would as a commercial proposition increase its facilities in or- 
der to accommodate the business, and therefore earn more money. That seems to be 
a pretty clear proposition ?—A. ‘That is a self-evident proposition. 

Q. I want to show that the subscribers of the Bell Company would be accommo- 
dated to a greater extent, and that the Bell Company, by reason of the expansion of 
business would be in a position to make money, more than at present, even if it nad 
to increase tae facilities. Is not that correct?—A. Sure. 


The Cyamman.—These are rather deductions than statements of fact, and the wit- 
ness can scarcely give deductions as evidence. 


Witness discharged. 
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CoMMITTEE Room, 
Fripay, April 7, 1905. 


The Committee met at eleven o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


Mr. CuarLes SKINNER, of Sherbrooke, P.Q., sworn. 


By the Chairman: 
Mr. Skinner, you live in Sherbrooke, Quebec, do you not?—A. Yes, sir. 
Are you associated with any telephone company ?—A. Yes, sir. 
. What is the name of the company?—A. The People’s Telephone Company. 
Where does if. operate?—A. In Sherbrooke and vicinity. 
In the rural districts, do you mean by that?—A. Yes. 
. The rural districts. What is the extent of its operations?—A. Well you will 
understand it better by my producing this map. That tells the whole business. 


Map filed and marked Exhibit No. 28. 
(Map, Exhibit 28, will be found on opposite page.) 
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Popuuation of principal places included in the People’s Telephone System :— 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. Do the black lines on this map indicate the lines of your company ?—A. Tat 


we own, yes, sir. 
e . ° . . : aan | my ‘ u 
Q. Tis map shows the number of lines in the district round about Sherbrocke ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember the number of miles ?—A. It is something cver 400 miles 


ef line and about 300 miles of poles. . eo 
Q. Four hundred miles ?—A. That is the toll lines; part are metallic lines and 


part are ground lines, but it represents al! mileage whether they are one or the otner. 


The mileage of the metallic line is counted mile for mile. 
Q. Yes.. How long has your company been in existence?—A. Since 1888. This 


paper gives all the facts about our company. 


Exhibit No. 29. 
A SUCCESSFUL INDEPENDi2.¢ TELEPHONE COMPANY. 
By C. Skinner, General Manager People’s Telephone Company, Sherbrooke, Que. 
(Reprinted from the Canadian Engineer, Feb., 1905.) 


The various articles that have appeared in your valuable montaly relating to tele- 
phone matters, lead one to believe that you regard the subject of some PRDRMAR SE to 
your readers. Just how far I may be able to contribute to their interest in this line, 


. i Itogether clear. 
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The writer has been actively engaged in the telephone field for the greater part 
of tne time since the invention was placed before the public in 1878, first by installing 
private lines, and later employed by the Bell Company to establish an exchange in 
Sherbrooke, Que. At this time telephone rates were $30 and $35 per annum, and tele- 
phone service was understood to include only business hours, from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
In 1882, tte Dominion Telephone Company was organized by Eastern Township men, 
who proposed to compete for the city of Sherbrooke business by offering a $17 and $20 
rate, and were so far successful as to secure nearly every subscriber from the Bev 
Company. At the same time, tne Dominion Company brought an action to annul the 
Bell ‘Velephone patents, and without much delay succeeded in annulling the patent for 
the Bell receiver. This so discouraged the Bell Company that they were disposed to 
abandon Sherbrooke to the enemy. 

Acting upon my advice, the Bell Company finally consented to give me a chance 
tc reinstate them in business. ‘the new company have progressed so far as to give 
continuous service day and night, and in many ways educated the public to believe 
that they had not been getting value for their money, hence it hecame no easy task to 
induce them to return to the Bell Company—much persuasion, competing rates, and 
one year free service, finally secured them upon a three-year contract—and in a few 
months bankruptcy overtook the Dominion Company, and they forever disappeared. 
In 1886, a Montreal company, who had in a small way commene2d the manufacture 
of telephones, and being threatened by the Bell Company for infringing their patents, 
proceeded to bring suit to annul all the patents pertaining to the telephone, and owned 
by the Bell Telephone Company, which resulted within a very few months in the tele- 
phone and all its parts being declared free from any patent restriction. 

When it is known that decisions upon matters relating to patents are vested en- 
tirely in the Commissioner of Patents, or better known as the Minister of Agriculture, 
from whose decision taere is no appeal, it will explain the limited time taken to ter- 
minate this important case. About the year 887, the Federal Telephone Company 
was organized by Montreal men, and was the first to introduce metallic circuit lines. 
This company became strong competitors, and after continuing for about three years 
was bought out by the Bell Telephone Company at a fair value. Next in order, was 
the People’s ‘Telephone Company, organized by the writer, in August, 1888, with head 
offices in Sherbrooke, originally with $5,000 subseribed capital, later inereased to 
$25,000, and now with authorized capital of $100,000. This company has passed 
through all the obstruction intended by the Bell Telephone Company for independent 
companies, such as opposition in the legislature, manipulating municipal councils, 
obtaining exclusive privileges for telephone service, and exclusive privileges to connect 
with railway stations, obtaining injunctions, securing protests, cutting rates, obstrue!- 
ing the building of telephone lines, tampering with lines and telephones and employing 
agents to deceive and mislead subscribers. Having failed in all that goes to make up 
the catalogue of unfair dealing, the Be!l Company have, as a last resort, decided that 
they must improve their wretched service or go out of business. 

The People’s Telepnone Company is the oldest company now competing against 
the Bell Company, and it is supported by public sentiment, and capital provided by 
many of the most influential men of the city of Sherbrooke and surrounding towns. 
Its system extends over all the country in the immediate vicinity of Sherbrooke, in- 
cludes nine telephone exchanges, and 490 miles of to!l lines. Recently the whole 
plant in Sherbrooke has been replaced by an up-to-date central energy or common bat- 
tery system, being the first of its kind in the province. Tne switch-board necessary 
for this improvement, with a capacity of 550 telephones, was made and installed by 
Messrs. Couch & Seeley, of Boston, and its complete efficiency in every particular is 
a credit to the firm. 

There are many towns and cities in tne Dominion who are smarting under the ex- 
cessive rates and questionable methods usually applied by the Bell Company where 
competition has not come to their relief. But there is not always a clear way to obtain 
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capital or experienced men to successfully launch a company into the independent tele- 
phone field. 

The facilities offered at the present time by telephone manufacturers for the sup- 
ply of equipments for complete and up-to-date telephone systems is an advantage that 
early companies did not enjoy. Public sentiment, capital, experience, and push is all 


a sda for the success of any business, and the telephone is no exception to 
this rule. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Have you got the financial statements with you?—A. No sir, I have not, 

as suppose you issue an annual statement 2—A. No, we generally have one before 
our board, that is all. 

Q. You do not give one to the public?—A. No sir. 

Q. Do you not give one to the public?—A. No sir. I can give you any informa- 
tion probably that you want. 

Q. Very well, if you do not mind. Then I will ask you what is the amount of 
your capital stock?—A. 100,000. 

~ Q. Dollars?—A. Yes sir. 

Q. In actual cash?—A. No, no, as the capital stock. 

Q. What is the actual cash put into the enterprise ?—A. The actual cash as repre- 
sented in the amount of the whole investment? , 

Q. Yes?—A. Between 65,000 and 70,000. The yearly statement has not been made 
out this year, so I put it at between 65,000 and 7 0,000. 

Q. Dollars?—A. Yes. 

Q. This is money derived from 
from loans. 

Q. Of all kinds?—A. Yes sir. 

Q. That represents the total capital expenditure ?—A. Yes, sir, that is what it re- 
presents. 

Q. What is the population of the territory that your line serves?—A. It is given 
on this map. . 

Q. It is?—A. Yes. Of course that is approximately. I know the places. 

Q. Well, at the foot of the second page is a schedule entitled ‘ Population of pria- 
cipal places included in the People’s Telephone Company.’ Are these names of villages 
and towns only or do they include the townships?—A. No, I mean the local places. 

Q. Villages and towns ?—A. Villages and towns. 

Q. Not townships?—A. Oh no, villages and towns. 

Q. Then are you not serving any people in the townships?—A. Oh yes, those 
lines connect, you know, and we have telephones between those points. 

Q. You have telephones along the line?—A. All over the line, all over the section. 

Q. Have you farmer’s telephones ?—A. Farmer’s telephones ? Any quantity of 
them. < 

_ Q. Any quantity of them?—A. Yes sir. 

Q. How many telephones have you in operation?—A. Well, I could not tell you 
exactly. : 

Q. About ?—A. I would say just about 900. 

Q. About 900?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know how many of those are residential telephones?—A. No, I could 
not tell that. I do not think I make that distinction. 

Q. Do you know how many telephones you have in private houses?—A. No, I could 
not tell that. aT “Now E 

Q. Perhaps you could furnish information in reply to this question, if you are aot 
able to answer it to-day?—A. I could furnish those. We have had a good many, but 
I could not tell you now. ‘Those lines are all filled up with farmers; those lines be- 
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tween the points indicated are more or less filled up with farmer’s telephones excepting 
the main line. 

Q. How many farmer’s telephones have you to the mile of line?—A. I think we 
- have 11 or 12 at the most. 

Q. That is about the most you have on any one mile of line?—A. Yes. 

Q. 11 or 122A. Yes, sir. That is the most. We could put in a good many mor? 
if we were to construct the line and put in the proper telephones, put in the proper 
construction, 

Q. What is the capital cost per subscriber of supplying them with telephone ger- 
vicet—A. Well, I figured that out yesterday and it is somewhere in the vicinity of -$63. 

Q. Well, you have given ns the total cash invested, $67,700?—A. It is an easy 
matter to divide that by nine. But that represents the toll line as well, you understand. 

Q. The toll lines?—A. When you speak of the cost of a telephone you are includ. 
ing the cost of toll lines as well, you see. 

Q. What toll lines have you?—A. We have toll lines between all those towns 
represented in this map. 

Q. By toll lines you mean lines connecting with the exchange?—A. Yes, where 
we charge. 

Q. Where you charge?—A. That is for speaking. 

Q. That is the annual amount charged to subscribers?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is your rate charged to subscribers?—A. There are different rates in 
different places. 

Q. Take Sherbrooke, for.example?—A. Our rate at Sherbrooke is $15 for a hous: 
and $20 for a business ’phone. 

Q. Do you know how many telephones you have in Sherbrooke?—A. We have 
something over 200. 

Q. Over 200?—A. Yes 

_Q. How many of iter are in private residences?—A. That I could not tell you. 

Q. You do not know how they are apportioned?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You could supply that information ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I would ask you to do so. What is the population of Sherbrooke?—A. About 
12,000. 

Q. About how many separate houses or residences are there?—A. I could not tell 
you that. 

Q. You do not know? Is there any other telephone system in Sherorooke but 
your own?—A. The Bell. 

Q. Do you know how many subscrikers they have in Sherbrooke?—A. They claim 
to have about 600. 

Q. You do not know?—A. No. 

Q. Then outside of Sherbrooke you have telephones in villages?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And rural districts?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What are your rates?—A. The usual rates are in some places $15. That is 
for business. 

Q. And private residences?—A. The same mostly in outside places. 

Q. The same as Sherbrooke?—A. No, they are mostly $15 in outside places in the 
villages. 

Q. Well, did you not say they were $15 in Sherbrooke ?—A. I did, but that is, as 
I said, for residences. I say now that in the business places and residences in the out- 
side parts it is $15, a uniform rate of $15 excepting in some special cases on party 
lines we have some at $13. 

Q. Then you have other sources of revenue, namely tolls for using the toll line ?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do you charge for the use of the toll line?—A. Well, according to the 
distance somewhat. - 

Q. According to the distance. And the time?—A. Well, we do not limit the time. 
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Q. Did you not limit the time?—A. No. 

Q. What is your schedule of rates?—A. We do not go by distance. We have 
got places and we give about a 15 mile territory around Sherbrooke at 15 cents. 

Q. Fifteen cents’?—A. Have you a large revenue from tolls ¢—A. Not very much, 
about $600. 

Q. A year? How do these rates pay? Is your company solvent?—A. Yes, they 
have paid their bills so far. 

Q. They have paid their bills ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have they kept up the line?—A. Yes, sir, in good shape. 

Q. Is everything in a good state of repair?’—A. Ys, gir, ia a good state. We have 
got good lines and a good system. 

Q. Do they pay any dividend ?—A. They pay dividend on the preferred stovk only, 

Q. What is the amount of the preferred stock?—A. At present about $12,000. 

Q. Is there other stock representing cash put into the enterprise ?—A. What do 
you mean? 

Q. You spoke of a preferred. There is another class of stock ?—A. Oh, yes, the 
common stock. 

Q. Well, is the common stock, stock issued for cash paid in ?—A. Yes, sir, noth- 
ing else. It is all cash. The stock is all cash. There is no 

Q. There is no watered stock ?—A. There is no watered stock. 

Q. What is the amount of the common stock ?—A. About $25,000. 

Q. You have not paid any dividends on the common stock, ?—A. Yes, we have 
paid tne sum of $3,000 since we started. 

Q. What rate of dividend did you pay on the common stock ?—A. Six per cent, 
but we have only paid it two or three times. 

_Q. Why do you not always pay dividends on the common stock ?—A. Because 
we used the funds to improve the plant. 

Q. You mean by extending it or keeping it up in repair ?—A. Both. More par- 
ticularly to improve it. We have been improving our plant almost exclusively during 
tne last two years. 

Q. You have practically been increasing your capital out of the earnings ?—A. 
Well, we have to a certain extent, but we have put in new capital. We built over our 
entire business in Sherbrooke and put in a new system. 

Q. If you nad extended your lines out of earnings would you have been able to 
pay a fair dividend on your common stock and keep up the existing line in a proper 
state cf repair ?—A. I want to get that question clear. 

@. Suppose you had paid a dividend on the common stock instead of using the 
earnings to extend your line, would you have been able to do that and keep up the ex- 
isting line in a state of repairs ?—A. We would not unless we got money from some 
other scurce. 

@. Are the earnings insufficient ? Suppose you do not extend your lines any 
more, are the earnings to-day sufficient at the existing rates to pay say 6 per cent on 
the preferred and the common stock and to keep the line in repair and to pay all in- 
terest charges ?—A. I do not think it would. 

Q. You do not think it would ?—A. No. 

Q. Then do you think your rates are not paying rates ?—A. I think they are pay- 
ing rates. 

Q. What dc you mean by paying rates, then ?—A. Well, we have invested money 
that has gone to the wind fighting the Bell Telephone Company, a lot of it. 

Q. Well ?—A. And we have nad to put that money in just the same to keep our 
existence. We have paid out thousands of dollars to fight those fellows. 

Q. ‘Thousands of dollars ?—A. Yes. ; 

Q. What fights have you had with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. We have 


had fights in every direction. In the first place whén I say Bell Telephone, I mean to 
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say it was the city of Sherbrooke, to begin with, that was at the back of it in protest- 
ing’ against our doing business with Sherbrooke at all, and they issued an injunction 
and undertook to drive us out and we had to fight that thing through. We had to 
fight it to the extent of a law suit and changing the council, and changing the charter 
of the city, and lots of other things. 

(. You had to promote a campaign ?—A. Practically, yes. 

Q. To affect public opinion in Sherbrooke ?—A. Yes, we did Well, public opin- 
ion was all right, only the council was not right at the start. 

Q. Well, you had to bring the council into harmony with public opinion ?—A. 
Well, yes, by getting tne charter amended so we could get more councillors. That is 
one thing. 

Q. Yes, and when did you become able to proceed with your company ¢@—A. Oh,. 
we started business in the spring of 1889. 

Q. 1889 ¢—A. Yes. That is to connect subscribers, we-started business in 1888, 
you will understand, but we commenced operating the exchange in May, 1889. 

Q. Is the council still anxious to drive you out of Sherbrooke ?—A. The council, 
every man of them, is in favour of us to-day. 

Q. They are ?—As To a man. 

Q. What long-distance connections have you beyond your own system ?—A. Well, 
we Qave connections with the Canadian Telephone Company, first of all. 

Q. What company is that ?—A. The Canadian Telephone Company, with head- 
quarter: at Sawyerville. . 

© Is that an extensive company in Quebec ?—A. Well, it is capitalized at about 
$15,000, I think. 

Q. This system is limited then ?—A. Yes. Still, they have quite a system. They 
cover quite a territory. ; 


By Mr. Monk: 


_Q. For what distance ?—A. I have heard them make a statement of something over 
200 miles. They call them trunk lines. 


By the Chairman: 

; Q. What other long distance line connections have you?—-A. Well, we connect 
with four or five companies on the other side of the line, which materially assits- us 
because we go to the boundary line a little south. 

A ies How can you ’phone to Montreal?—A. Well, we can only telephone over the 
ell. 

Q. Do they allow you?—A. Well, by paying for it, that is all. We do not connect 

with them. 


By Mr. Monk: 


@. Why do you not connect? Are you trying to connect with the Bell?—A. We 
never tried. I did not suppose it was of any use trying. I know very well they would 
not let us. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Have you never made application to them for connection 2—A. No sir. 
Q. Why not?—A. Because I did not suppose that they would let us, that is why. 
Q. You would find out definitely by applying?—A. Well I guess we would find out 
pretty soon. 


- 


By Mr. Roche: : 
Q. Do any of these other companies have connection with the Bell?—A. No sir. 
By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Have any steps been taken on behalf of your company to obtain that connec- 
tion with the Bell?—A. No. 
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Q. Formal or informal?—A. No. I will tell you as a telephone man I did not 
think it would be in our interest to connect with them except for long distance pur- 
poses. I think it would be very bad policy. 

Q. I mean for long distance, you have not done anything?—A. No. We would 
not want to connect with them, not for general purposes. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Have you got the most modern instruments ?—A. Yes sir, right up to date. 

Q. Do you remember the number of subscribers you had at the outset in 1889 
when you started?—A. We had 106. ; 

Q. And 800 now?—A. No. It is most 900 now. 

Q. What are the rates of the Bell Company, the same as your rates?—A. Their 
rates are $20 and $25 in Sherbrooke. 

Q. What were they before your company started?—A. They were $30 and $35 
before they were opposed there.. They were opposed before, but at the time we com- 
menced I think their rate was $25 and $30. They reduced them $5 in order to get 
the exclusive right of way in Sherbrooke which was given them by the council. 

Q. Are tne people there as well satisfied with your service as they were with the 
Bell service?—A. I think they are a good deal better now but we have only had it a 
short time you know. The reason of our being behind is because of the high currents 
—you know that bothered us—while we had a ground wire service and they got ahead 
of us during that time. Up to the time that the high current, the high voltage, as 
introduced into Sherbrooke we were equal to them or more. We had more subscribers 
than we have to-day. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Is the number of your subscribers increasing ?—A. Yes sir, they are. We have 
as many as we can handle now. 

Q: What increase did you have in the last year?—A. Well, I could not tell you 
that, but we have increased in Sherbrooke. Altogether we have put in some 40 tele- 
phones since the first of January. 

Q. This year?—A. Yes. : 

Q. You mean throughout your whole system?—A. Yes. 

Q. 40 since the first of January?—A. Yes sir. 

Q. Making a total to-day of what number?—A. Well, I could not say that. It 
might be 900, I have not counted up. 

Q. About 9002—A. About 900. 

Q. Do you use any automatic exchange?—A. No sir. 

Q. How are connections made at exchange offices?—A. They are made with a 
switchboard cord. | 

Q. With an operator?—A. Yes. 

Q. By manual exchange ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you acquainted with any automatic system of exchange ?—A. I have been 
shown it. 

Q. You have not tried any ?—A. No, sir, and am not at all in favour of it myself. 

Q. You are not at all in favour of it?A. I am entirely opposed to it. 

Q. What is the reason for your opposition to the automatic system ?—A. Well, 
the reason is the expense attending it. . 

Q. Do you mean the cost of acquiring it ?A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The original value ?—A. The original value. 

Q. Yes ?—A. And the very great uncertainty thaf the customer is put to when 
‘ne cannot get his connections. 

Q. Do you mean the danger of the machine going out of order ?—-A. I mean there 
is a danger, decidedly. 

Q. But if the machine does not go out of order, what would your opinion be then? 
—A. I think it is practical under satisfactory terms if it can be produced. 
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@ It is a question then which would be the better system to operate ?—A. Thai 
is it. That is the only tning. 

-Q. How many switch-boards have you?—A. We have got eight exchanges. 

Q. What is the capacity of your present equipment and service ?—A. The capa- 
city is 359 as it stands to-day. However, it is arranged for 550. 

Q. What does it eost you to make the manual exchange ?—A. From Sherbrodke ? 

Q. Yes ’—A. I could not tell you just now. 

Q. How many persons have you engaged?—A. Four operators. I will give you 
the figures if you want tnem. 

Q. Is the service continuous throughout the whole twenty-four hours ’—A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Well, if you will just tell us, we will see—A. Fourteen dollars a week. 

Q@. Seven hundred dollars a year, about ?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Johnston: 
Q. What do you mean by $14 ?—A. That is for the operator. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. The wages of the operator /—A. Tine wages of the operator. 


By Mr. Johnston: 
Q. How many ?—A. Four. 


. At $14 a week ?—A. Yes, sir, if I have made no mistake. We pay $5, $4.50, 
$3 and $2.50. You ean figure it out yourself. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. We could not get off for that in the gévernment service—A. Well, we could 
get all we wanted at that rate. 
Q. You can ¢—A. Yes, sir, there is one girl has been there nine years. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. She is not retired yet ?—A. And this $4.50 one we are going to lose her. Sue 
has been there three or four years and she is going to get married. 

Q. Do you give an all night service ?—A. Yes. One girl goes on at night. This 
girl gets $7 for two weeks, the $3.50 a week girl, the night girl. 


By the Chairman: 

. Are the subscribers’ circuits of copper or iron ?—A. Iron. 
. Are they grounded or metallic?—A. We have both. 
. How many miles of poles are there in your long-distance 2—A. About 300. 
. About 300 ¢+—A. Yes. 
- Do you find any demand amongst the farmers for telephone service ?—A. 
Yes, we find more than we want. 

Q. More than you want ?—A. Yes, sir. That is the poorest investment we make. 

@. The poorest ?—A. Yes, sir. 

(. Why ?—A. On account of the expense of keeping up the lines and telephones. 
We can make more money in the larger places with $15 than we ean in a country at 
$15. We do not consider the country lines are remunerative except as stimulating for 
subscribers in the larger places. 


OOOLDO 


“ 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Do you connect with the railway stations ?—A. No, sir. I beg your pardon. I 
ought to change that. We do connect with the Grand Trunk at Sherbrooke and also at 
Windsor. That is all the connections we have, and we have that connection in Sher- 
brooke by permission of the Grand Trunk, and we have it in Windsor by permission— 
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by the acts of the Great North-western Telegraph Company, forcing our company to 
ae our telephone in there. They put it in themselves, they went and installed it them- 
selves. 

Q. You work in harmony with the Great North-west any ¢ 
A. Well, we did all the business at Windsor at the tae Wie uihias 

Q. Whatever be the reason or influence, you ar j i 
offices at Sherbrooke and Windsor?—A. Yes, 4 Pablo. 40 instal ae Leer Ons 

Q. What about other places on the Grand Trunk system?—A. Well. we cannot get 
in at Richmond and Coaticook, two very important places, we cannot ae in there. 

Q. Why ?—A. They won’t allow us. : 

Q. What reason do they assign?—A. They say they have a contract with the Bell 
Telephone Company. 

Q. That prevents it?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are you connected with the stations of the Canadian Pacific Railway ?—A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Why?—A. Well, will you let me make a statement? In Waterville, for in- 
stance, we hire the station agent there, pay him $10 a year, to put it in his private living! 
part, to answer our purpose, to give information from the railway to our subscribers. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. $102—A. Yes, we do that as a private matter to the local agent because the 
Grand Trunk ,won’t allow us to put our telephone into their regular office, you know. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What reason does the Grand Trunk assign for not allowing you to install your 
telephones in their office?7—A. That they have a contract. The reason, they say, is that 
they have a contract with the Bell Telephone Company, giving them the exclusive right 
of way. : 

Q. Have you installed your system in the Canadian Pacific Railway offices ’—A. 
No, we have not, not at present. We did at one time. 

Q. Why have you discontinued it?—A. We were ordered to take them out. 

Q. By whom?—A. Ordered by the local superintendent. 

Q. On the Canadian Pacific Railway?—A. Yes. 

Q. What reason was assigned?—A. He did not give any reason, but I got their 
reason. ° 

Q. You know the reason?—A. Yes, sir. The reason was because they have a con- 
tract with the Bell Telephone Company, giving them the exclusive right of way. 

Q. Are there any other railways in that district?—A. The Boston and Maine. 

Q. Are you connected with that line?—A. We are under contract with them. 
That is the original contract which has been repeated without being practically re- 
newed. We furnish telephones free on their line and they give a pass over their line to 
myself and men. This is a contract which has existed about seven or eight years. Pre- 
vious to that time we could not get on at all on account of their being with the Bell 
Telephone Company. 

Q. Mr. Skinner, in the case of several subscribers on the same line; how do they 
connect with each other? On the same wire I mean?—A. They can ring up one another. 

Q. They can ring up one another?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many can you accommodate in that way on the same wire?—A. Well, on 
the lines and telephone property you can connect up to 18 and 20 without any trouble. 

Q. What do you mean by saying lines and wires connected right ?—A. When you 
have a line of that number of subscribers you should have a metallic line and should 
have bridging telephones, I do not know but the number is almost unlimited. 

Q. Would you describe a bridging telephone ?—A. A bridging telephone is ie 
that is provided with what we call a high current generator, a high volted ringer. a 
also has a high resistant bell for ringing. Now, I am speaking of high resistant belis 
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from 1,000 to 1,600 resistance. When a line is supplied with that style of telephone we 
don’t know the limit that you might go, because you can go up to 18 or 20 anyway. I 
know that on the other side of the line where we are connected they use up to 18 or 20 
now if properly connected. They are put in the way to cut out, so that when you are 
speaking you don’t talk through the cord, they pass you by, you get your wire free 
from the resistance of the ringers, which are in a series. You would talk through all 
the ringers if the receiver was up, whereas in a bridging system you don’t talk through 
the ringer, but by that, so to speak, it is bridged over. 

Q. Can more than two persons talk over the same wire by that system at the same 
time ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. When two are speaking are all the other telephones then useless (—A. They 
would be useless. 

Q. They cannot. be used 2—A. No. . 

Q. If when two are using the bridge system a third endeavours to call up another, 
can he do so ?—A. He can ring into them and disturb the two that are talking. | 

Q. He cannot connect with another 2—A. He cannot get any service while the 
others are using it. I understand that there is a system in use so that the ringing up 
party does not disturb the other. He cannot get any service on the line. 

Q. You have not got such a system ?—A. No, what they call ringing up coils. 
I assume Mr. Dagger is familiar with that. T hey are introducing what they call ring- 
ing up coils. : 


By Mr. Roche : ; 

Q. Both your company and the Bell Company have access to the Grand Trunk in 
Sherbrooke ?—A. Yes, 

Q. Do you find much complaint on the part of your patrons for not having access 
to the Canadian Pacific Railway ?—A. Most certainly. 

Q. There is considerable inconvenience caused by it 2—A. If we had access to th? 
Canadian Pacific Railway we would clean the Bell out of Sherbrooke. That is all T 
want. | 

By the Chairman : 


Q. What is to prevent you selling out to the Bell Company ?—A. I do not know 
any reason why we should sell ont to them. 

Q. There is nothing to prevent you doing so if it paid 2—A. No. 

Q. You are at liberty to do so 2—A. There is no law against it that I know. 

Q. No contract with the city nor anything in your charter —A. No, sir. 


By Mr. Roche : 


Q. Just local men have your stock ?—A. Yes, sir, including the President of the 
Eastern Townships Bank who stands second or third on the list. 


By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. You are not in a position to give the exact financial position of your company ? 
—A. I will answer any question you will ask. 

Q. What are the earnings, the net earnings of your company for the past year ?— 
A. Somewhere over $9,000. 

Q. The net earnings ?—A. They were last year. This year they are running up 
to something over $10,000. 

Q. That was equal to a dividend of what ?—A. It would not be a dividend of any- 
thing if we paid running expenses. 

Q. Did I understand you to say that there were net earnings of $9,000 2—A. No, 
the gross earnings. 

Q. I asked for net earnings——A. The net earnings are about $3,500. 

_ ‘Q. You have a capitalization of about how much ?—A. Between $65,000 and 

-$67,000, the whole investment. 
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Q. And your net earnings $3,500 ?—A. They are that all right enough. We ace 
running things very economically. We are not spreading the earth with money, 

Q. Is your rate of wages the prevailing rate of wages in your part of the country ? 
—A. Yes, as far as I know. We pay $900 for our best man. 

Q. For your best man ?—A. Yes, next to me. 

Q. What would his position be ?—A. He is assistant manager and electrician. He 
has full charge, practically. o 

Q. Can you get a first class man for that position for $900 ?—A. I can tell you 
that he is a first class man. He has been about seven years with us and has learned 
the business from start to. finish with us; and of course I have been at it a long time. 

Q. And those under him are paid what?—A. The usual rates. 

Q. The rates which are obtained throughout the country?—A. Yes. Well, we 
hire geod linemen. We could not keep them if we did not pay good wages. . 

Q. What do you pay a good lineman?—A. We have got a lineman for $9 a week 
the year around. 

i Q. Finding himself?—A. Yes, when he is in Sherbrooke. When he is out we find 
im. 

Q. $1.50 a day?—A. Yes, and he is a good one too. 

Q. What are his hours? Has he any special hours?—A. He works ten hours a 
day. ‘ 
Q. For $1.50 a day?—A. Yes, we could get a score of them for that. 

Q. The fact that you are able to get men at so low wages enables you to have a 
surplus?—A. We consider it is a high rate. I can hire lots of men for $1.25 the year 
round—good men. We are paying men high rates. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. Does the Bell pay anything more for linemen?—A. No, they have been trying 
to hire this very man and don’t offer him any more. They are not paying any higher 
for the same class of men. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. You are doubtless aware that in other parts of the country labour is not ob- 
tained at such a low rate?—A. I don’t know anything about it, to tell the truth. 

Q. Let me put this proposition to you: If conditions came about which would 
necessitate the raising of your wage scale, you would be obliged to raise your rates. 
For instance, if you had to make an increase in the wages of 25 per cent?—A. Well, 
not necessarily. 

Q. Not necessarily ?—A. With the present help we could carry nearly double the 
number of subscribers in Sherbrooke—with no additional help for operating. Our 
maintenance is practically nothing at all in Sherbrooke and at the central office we 
have one man who does’nt work one quarter of his time. 

_Q. What class of work do you get done for $2 a week?—A. That isa relief operator. 
There are two regular operators and a relief and night operator. 

_ Q. What are the duties of the relief operator?—A. She comes on at certain hours, 
when the other girls are out. 

Q. She is a young lady?—A. Yes. 

 Q. For part of the day?—A. She comes on, I think, at twelve and stays till one, 
and at five and stays till seven and takes such hours as these, meal hours. We always 
have a relief operator. yay) 

Q. You already mentioned that you have not made any application to the Bell 
Company for long distance connection with them ¢@—A. Certainly, we have not. I do 
not generally do such business. I do not see why I should spend my time on such 
work as that when I know we could not get it. + ‘ 

Q. Well, the fact remains that you have not made any effort to get it ?—A. No, 


that is right. 


] ask to do so?—A. No. 
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Q. You have 300 miles of telephone line?—A. I said about 400 miles of wires. 

Q. You have connection with other telephone companies /-—A. Certainly. 

Q. They get the use of your trunk line?7—A. We work on tne mutual plan. We 
keep no books between the companies. 

Q. Have you any arrangement at all with other telephone companies that connect 
with your lines—that: you accommodate?—-A. We go on the mutual plan, each one 
serving the other without any, compensation. “ 

Q. Supposing other telephone companies started out in the region within which 
you operate, you would not have any objection to giving them the use of your trunk 
line if they give you theirs ?—A. So far, we have done so. 

Q. And you regard it as a good business arrangement ?—<A. Oh, yes, certainly. 

Q. That,no matter how many telephone lines would be operating there, you would 
all have a mutual exchange?—A. Certainly. We connect with a large number of tele- 
phones on the other side. It is material to us because we connect with probably 2,000 
telephones on the other side of the boundary line. I would like to file a paper in re- 
gard to this Grand Trunk business; it was published three years ago in the Sherbrooke 
Examiner and a copy was sent to every member of parliament. 


Exhibit No. 29. 
To the Editor of the Examiner: 


Dear Sir,—When corporations combine to coerce the public against their common 
interest, it becomes an interesting problem to solve, and in this case the only course 
open for redress, appears to be througlr the press, and for this reason we ask you to 
publish the following statement :— 

Recently an orderwas issued by Mr. McGuigan, manager of the Grand 
Trunk sailway, to have the People’s Telephone Company’s telephone removed from 
their station at Waterville, Que. This phone has been furnished free of charge for 
the convenience of the seventeen (17) telephone subscribers they have in Waterville. 
This order has been given evidently in the interests of the Bell Telepnone Company, 
who have three subscribers in their Waterville division, one a farmer, two miles oui, 
one a doctor, the other Messrs. Gale & Sons, who have both phones. So that this 
order discommodes sixteen subscribers all for tne express purpose of obliging them to 
use a Bell Telephone if they wish to communicate with the Grand Trunk station. 

We hold a letter from Mr. Hays, as former manager of the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way system, wherein he states that there exists a contract with the Bell Telephone 
Company to give them the exclusive rignt of their station for telephone purposes. This 
agreement appears to be of a kind that may be enforced or not, just according as the 
Bell Company may direct, as the People’s Telephone Company, have for the past four 
years been allowed to keep a telephone in Waterville station. The Bell Telephone 
Company have during this time lost nearly all their subscribers in this place, and as 
a last resort have commanded the Grand Trunk Railway management to come to their 
assistance. 

The prevailing telephone rates of the People’s Telephone Company have been $15 
per annum, including freight service, for a distance of twenty-five miles from Water- 
ville, while the Bell Telephone rates have been the same for a local service, which at 
the present time apparently include three telephones. 

We.regard the action on the part of the management of the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way as discriminating against public interest and as far-reaching in principle. 

We are also in possession of reliable information that the same kind of a com 
bine exists between the Canadian Pacific Railway and Bell Telephone Company, and 
for some years the People’s Telephone Company have been denied the privilege of fur- 
nishing for their subscribers a free telephone at the Canadian Pacific Railway station 
in the city of Sherbrooke. 

_ Our purpose in referring to this matter is to bring it to the attention of parlia- 
ment now in session, that, if necessary, some special legislation may be enacted to 
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protect public interest, and we respectfully request that a marked copy of this issué 
be mailed to every member of the House. } 

In the meantime we propose to compensate any subscribers who may suffer from 
inconvenience of not having telephone communication to the station, and wish to assure 
them that we propose to continue telephone service in the village of Waterville, even to 
_ the extent, if necessary, of giving free service. 


Yours respectfully, 


C. SKINNER, 
General Manager, People’s Telepnone Company. 
By Mr. Johnston: 
Q. Let me ask you another question in connection with this labour problem. Do 
you think the government of Canada could obtain labour in your part of the country 
at the rate of $1.25 per day, as you say, for good men ?—A. Certainly they could. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. (Referring to Exhibit No. 29). This is a letter from yourself to the Sher- 
brooke Hxaminer, which appeared in that paper on March 17, 1902. This is a state- 
ment, I suppose, of your position ¢—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In relation to the railways ?7—A. Yes, sir. ; 

@. What shall we do with this letter ? Is there anything in this letter not cover- 
ed by your testimony to-day /—A. Well, I cannot say. 

Q. Do you corroborate-what you wrote here ?—A. Yes, most decidedly. 

Q.. You swear to the truth of the statements ?—A. Yes, I will swear to them all 
right. 

Q. You proceed to say, after some preliminary remark, ‘ Recently an order was 
issued by Mr. McGuigan,’ and so on. That has to do with the removal of your tele- 
phones from the Grand Trunk premises ?—A. Yes. It also has something to do with 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

Q. The statements in this letter are, you swear, correct /—A. They are correct. 

Q. They have to do with your difficulty in trying to get access to the stations /— 
A. Yes. Well, I might say, talking of expenses, I want to tell you of another expense. ° 
I was arrested one time. I was arrested for cutting Bell Telephone wires. 

Q. Yes, were you guilty ?—A. No I cut the wires. 

Q. What became of the case ?—A. After three days trial in court they said w» 
were justified in cutting the wires. 

Q. But you say your company was put to the expense of defending it?—A. Yes, it 
was quite an expense too. 

Q. All companies have similar experiences of various kinds before they get 
established. We all have troubles?—A. I merely refer to it to show that the Bell Com- 
pany would resort to obstruction. 

Q. No doubt they use all means in their power to retain their territory @—A. Yes, 
I suppose. 

Q. And I suppose your company would do the same if it could, would’nt it ?— 
A. We never got to that pitch of meanness yet. 

Q. Human nature is pretty much the same. It is the tendency of any one enjoy- 
ing an advantage in trade to try and retain it?—A. Since they got beaten on that case 
they have acted as any other company would act. 

Q. Acted, do you mean fairly ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, then, it was a good thing in the end ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is there anything else you would like to say, Mr. Skinner i—A. Well, I do not 
know. I do not know that it is very material—of course we are particularly concerne'| 
in having something done to relieve the monopoly of the railways, which is very 


important with us. . 
Q. It is a matter which prevents the development of your comp 


any 2—A. Most 
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Q. Business extensions ?~A. Most decidedly. 

Q. If you could connect with the railways you could very greatly extend your 
company ?-—A. It would be a great advantage. 

Q. That and the use of the long-distance ?—A. That would clear the way abso- 
lutely. 

Q. What is your opinion as to the disposition of the long-distance, the trunk line ? 
Do you think they should be owned by corporation or municipalities or by the govern- 
ment ?—A. I am inclined to think that the government should own- the long-distance. 

Q. What do you think of a municipality owned telephone system ?—A. I am 
decidedly in favour of that. 

Q. You are in favour of the municipality owning it ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Why ¢—A. Because I think they could reduce the cost to the minimum. 

Q. How ?—A. First of all, they furnish capital cheaper and then they have always 
more or less loose help on hand. 

Q. They can utilize their municipal organization?—A. Most decidedly. 

Q. Any other reasons that occur to you?—A. I think that ought to cover pretty 
nearly all the reasons. 


By Mr. Johnston: 
Q. Do you believe any municipal corporation could operate this line cheaper than 
you are operating it?—A. Yes, most decidedly they could. 
Q. Would they get labour cheaper than you are getting it?—A. No, but they could 
furnish capital cheaper. , 
Q. In what respect?—A. They could borrow money at 4 per cent, and we pay 6. 
The CHAtrMAN.—They could make use of a municipal premises and municipal 
offices. 
By Mr, Roche: 


Q. And with additional duties in connection with the operating of the system ?— 
A. There is one thing I would like to refer to if it is in order. I had no notice, but 
you as chairman have outlined something about connecting farmer systems so that 
they could operate between one another. It occurs to me that that would be impractic- 
able, but at the same time wherever these farmers lines would centre there could be 
an exchange. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. In some neighbouring village?—A. Yes, so that you would obtain all that you 
require in that way rather than looking for any common mutual way of exchange. That 
is what I mean. 

Q. Each locality would have to be treated with regard to local conditions?—A. 
Certainly. I think the idea was a good one, only I do not think there is any necessity 
of finding a common way of connecting them. 

Q. No general scheme would be applicable to all localities ?—A. Well, I do not 
think there is anything more. I might say this, however. In regard to where we have 
access to the railway station—we have this convenience for instance in Windsor— 
where we have access to the station we practically do all the business in Windsor, we 
have about 35 telephones against 3 for the Bell. On the Boston and Maine we have 
been able to reduce the Bell telephones from 155 down to 30, and to raise our number 
from nothing up to 250. 


By the Chairman: ‘ff; 
Q. During what period of time?—A. That is during the 10 years. 


By Mr. Johnston : 
~ Q. In that connection, were the Bell Telephone Company furnishing free tele- 
phones to the Boston and. Maine Railway ?—A. Yes, and they are to-day. 
Mr. CHARLES SKINNER. 
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A me Just as you are doing. Have you offered free telephones to the Grand Trunk? 
—A. Yes. 


Q. And to the Canadian Pacific Railway ?—A. Yes. 

Q. They would not accept them?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Is the Bell Company furnishing free telephones to the Canadi i 
way in your region?’—A. I understand they are. aa 

Q. You have no personal knowledge?—A. I don’t know anything about it. 


Witness discharged. 


ComMITTEE Room, 
TurEspay, April 11, 1904. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


Mr. L. B. McFarlane, General Superintendent Bell Telephone Company, Montreal, 
being called; 


Mr. -T. OC. Casgrain, K.C., said: Mr. Chairman, will you allow me to appear for 
the Bell Telephone Company, together with my friend, Mr. Lafleur? We have a state- 
ment to make on behalf of Mr. L. B. McFarlane, who was summoned to appear here 
as a witness this morning. 


The CHAIRMAN.—With pleasure, certainly. 


Mr. Cascrams.—Mr. McFarlane has been ill for some time, and I have here a cer- 
tificate from his medical man, Dr. Elder, who is a well-known physician in Montreal, 
and who sends the following certificate:— 

‘Orrice or Dr. J. M. Exper, 
‘4901 SHERBROOKE St., WESTMOUNT 
‘(Cor. GREEN AVE.), 
‘ April 10, 1905. 

‘This certifies that I have had Mr. L. B. McFarlane, of the Bell Telephone Com- 

pany, under my care for some time; and that, in my opinion, he could not now go to 
Ottawa, and give evidence there, without seriously increasing his present trouble and 


endangering his life. 
‘J. M. ELDER, M.D.’ 


I would like to say that we have now before the Committee all the documents 
which Mr. McFarlane was called upon to produce, all the documents which are in the 
possession of the Bell Telephone Company. 

Mr. Macuean.— Yes, but before we proceed to that, may I ask when was Mr. Mc- 
Farlane taken ill? 

Mr. Gisortin — Mr, McFarlane was taken ill on his return from New York the 
other day. He was ill when he went down there. 

Mr. Maciean.—What was the other day ? 


Mr. Cascrain.—Thursday morning. 
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The Ovarrman.—Was he in Ottawa last week ? 
Mr. Larteur—Last week? I do not think so. 
Mr. Mactran.—Is he now in bed, confined to the house? 


Mr. Cascrain.—Yes, that is what the certificate says. The fact is, he was. too ill 
to give us proper instructions. He is the official next to Mr. Sise, who has the same 
knowledge that he has. 

I now produce the documents which were called for and which are in the posses- 
sion of the Bell Telephone Company, and if it is the pleasure of the Committee, we 
will place them on file, so that the Committee may take cognizance of them. The 
documents comprise a list of shareholders, the contracts with railways, and the list of 
patents which are owned by the Bell Telephone Company. The other documents 
mentioned in the subpeena the company has not got. 


The CuHairmMan.—Perhaps you would like to have the originals back again? 
Mr. Casaratn.—These are copies. 

Mr, Lariteur.—Are they all copies 2 

Mr. Caserain.—l think so. 

Mr. Larieur.—Yes, they are copies. 

The CHamman.—Who has certified to them? 

Mr. Caserain.—Mr. Sclater, the secretary of the company. 


The CuairMan.—Qould we not have the originals, so that the copies might be com- 
pared with them by the clerk ? 


Mr. Casgrain.—I think there would be no difficulty in having them sent: up. 


The Cuatrman.—It would be conyenient, and perhaps it would be satisfactory, to 
have the originals left here, and the clerk could compare these copies wita the originals. 
On behalf of the Bell Telephone Company, Mr. Casgrain files with the Committee the 
following documents :— ' 
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LIST OF PATENTS. 
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S) 

A if 

+2 c 

& Date Issued. Soucy Applicant, Subject. Memo. 

=} 

A | 

Years 

freoraug. 24. 1877) 20-7 ATG, Belle... System of telephony........-.... Voided Jan. 2 
10705|Nov. 27,1879 15 |A.G. Bell & ©. Williams, es oe Jan. 24, 

bala enlpteneh aid A Sot aot a dh coyatyoethd #2) ie ener oe ae Expired. 
Tay eee ye ton: Blake). ooo. . eg. (+s evel obits Rol ke Aan ....|Woided Mar. 3, 
1887. 
10416'Sept. 2,1879| 15 |G. M. Phelps... ....|Speaking telephone. ............ Expired. 
11737) ou &, 1880; 15 (E. Berliner & Williams, 7 
VENER OR ees es Transariecer st". 22). Sects. " 
12923\June 7, 1881/ 5 |W. W. Jacques.........|Insulating compound .......... " 
13049} 1» 30,1881} 10 |John Goodman.......... Galvanophone.... ... bs Rens " 

NOzg rie ein tsig) 1D he. AS Maison Oo oe... Speaking telegraph.............. " 

9922|May ~ 1, 1879} 15 A eae uct tan eae ae ; et Tae Wes eke " 

9923) 1, 1879] 15 nibh, Se ae th a = genoa, oat ps eh " 
epee to,c169t) 0 Le A Watson.. .....,..|/Telephoni¢fire alarm... ..'.’.°. " 
13006|June 16,1881; 5 " Sys Oe Telephone circuit .......... eon " 

SOOT it 16, 1881 "5 EO oa Ra tre ot Telephone signal apparatus..... | " 
13247|Aug. 19, 1881; 5 Tully Sage hor es: Telephone exchange system...... " 
14454|Mar. 21, 1882; 15 kas eee ro tee pee: Microphone telephone........ .. " 
13158|July 25,1881) 10 |G. L. Anders. ..../Switch for telephone circuits..... " 
13246; Aug. 12, 1881) 10 eee BN Race to Telephone transmitters... ..,.... " 
13363/Sept. 2, 1881; 10 Ny ot eats. 8 Electric speaking telephone...... " 

15825| Nev. 21-1882). 15° |T. D. Lockwood........ System of telephone signal and) 
| UO Data Saewe art cco brs es clan wae : " 

14151\Feb. 9, 1882) 15 |E. T. Gilliland..... ... Combined telephone and automa- 
LWOPSWHUChioNy 5 a5). cleeere ee " 
15134\ July 19,1882) 15 |E. T. Quimby ........ Be Lelepnone awitch:. “5.6 5.estheesy | " 
Tos0s| Dees 10, 1885," “os “7C. W. Brown. ..... ..>. Bees ns eta tiopee | " 
iota tee ieee) lo E. Blake,......0.-.e0s2 0: BS wrhelsoaeeen: ss), sikh, os alae ee | " 
19234 April 30, 1882 5 " SP th oscd nO or ee yell (iG 9 See eipeetc. Scooraruoucit ats " 
19335|May 14, 1882) 5 5A Lag Sok ee oe ae " for telephone....... " 

issoteb. - L0riceap Oo | C. Baker.........% . Cut-out for magnets in telephone) 

(GUAGE, ob rata nae me eke kd Cie mee " 
19590 June 16, 1884 Petty Herliners i... s's.. ost A Fasiete heres pease ok ees | " 
19591| 4 16,1884 5 ; ee nk (CS See Ose " 
22352\Sept. 2, 1885) 15 |B. T. Gilliland.......... Telephone circuits and apparatus. " 
22475} » 17,1885) 15 " spol iat tapes " Cnt ese " 
22491} » 19, 1885) 15 * 9p ae sng bin acer nae Telephone system.............+. " 
22492} 1, 19, 1885} 15 " _., ..'Multiple circuit changes........- " 
22774\Nov. 5, 1885|_ 10 |Gisborne & Keeley..... [Improvement in telephone instru- 

j Tilemntc ee er. «ta Salo al phil " 
22780) " Db; 1885 10 ia " oy a. Ww W ee " 
-93300|Feb. J, 1886) 15 |T. D. Lockwood........ Electric battery telephone....... | \" 
23363) Be tOool. ses: a B.: averalla eo, ok. .|Automatic regulator of clocks.... eres not as« 
signed. 
23574/Mar. 9, 1886, 5 (Gisborne & Keeley ..... Electric switches ......... ieee ‘Expired. 
23677; « 27, 1886; 10 " " ....* Improvement in telephone instru- 
| RULGIULS repre oie ec eves se ks G8 " 
24564|July 27,1886} 5 /|T.N. Vail.............- ‘Improvement in protectors ... " 
25151\Oct. 16,1886, 5 |E. T. Gilliland.......... Improvement in telephones..... " 
25731\Jan. 13,1887; 15 |C. W. Brown.,......... Improvement in magnet signal 
ieee: 9 6) 822): 0 tee ee ; " 
Boeeiaae Ge ieed ss das. Wright... 61. Feet] ore Teen ease ener ener eres " 
19959} 1  9,1884| . . ee eet ee bas koe aes RS ee pees ‘ 
TOOTS Tt cn 15, 1884)... WU etal ae Res cdi Ree Sane seaaereeste. 6 see eee rusts bietg oe. " 
26014|Feb. 16,1887, 15 |E. T. Gilliland..........) Telephone transmitter. .... .-.-- " 
26020; 1, 16,1887, 15 |K. Berliner. ........... Improvement in telephone trans- 

HOURS RSG Ac > eae es ee " 
26195|Mar. 10, 1887; 15 |Keller roel Vega een ome wen | " " " 
25106\Oct. 12, 1886) 15 H. B. Thornberrv...... no " a " 
11590)Aug. 2, 1880) 15 [Lockwood & Bartlett.... Transmitter ...... een) oe " 
12945} ,, 10,1881; 15 (Lockwood........ .-.. PTaelspnone gars... -. see cee " 
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THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. 
LIST OF PATENTS— Continued. 


Patent No. 


14353 
11576 
14354 
28932 
29234 


29836 
29143 
31342 


32545 
31842 
35920 


36002, 


36040 
36537 
34006 
26438 


43527 
43895 
43975 
44023 
44606 
44826 


44827 
44828 
44829 


44830 
44909 
44910 


44922 
46419 
46420 


46421 


46422, 
46713 


46774 
46786 
47037 
48374 
48375 
48376 
48588 
48607 


49955) 
50391 


5075L 


51558 


51559| 


51673) 
53455 


53456, 


Date Issued. |Term Applicant. 
Years 

Mar. 7, 1882) 15 {Bartlett & Waite. ... 
July 30,1880} 15 |Lockwood & Bartlett.... 
Mar. 7, 1882} 15 /|Bartlett & Waite...... 
April 16, 1888} 15 |C. W. Brown........... 
May 29, 1888 5 " eyay te Sathers 
Sept. 8, 1888} 15 fo) “ees Hobears treerete 
May 11,1888} 15 |I. H. Farnham.......... 

peeertl 1839) 160 (CCR. Sse... ose ee 
Oct. 19,1889) 15 |J. C. Reilly. See 
July « 28,1889} 16. J. A Barrett.....3725.: 
Hebe F222 TRO 1S ia OBrey.. « Seiya iee 

" 17, 1891; 15 eee - 

" 23, 1891 5 J. Ch Reilly. cele baritean ely ess 
Rig.) 4.1890) Io Om. rown . «. o5 058 
Apt YU AAS 0) 105 FEL emilee. cee ees 

» 12,1887; 15 |A. M. Rosebrugh Pi Cee 
DULY.” 75) LOGS. unde ot HUxee Nis DOWN Eda. ae aa 
NE iA Wee Cha Bots Be Pela 2h i ee orn 

" 19 PEROS! FS Eee TELA Y OS. Ge ds , 

" OD VE SOa a 2 aay) DOWD. shai on ot se = 
Nov. 3,1893) 6 |Hayes & Richards....... 
Dec. WL S0o) bear Ota GOCTIDNe? aya lakes. 2, 

" 5, 1893} 12 eee CE ee e+ 

" 5, 1893} 6 Ha ¢ bak phsiss acter 

" 5, 1893} 6 ‘POCA PAE FS 

" 5, 1893; 12 (Scribner & Patterson.... 

" 15, 1893} 6 |C. E. Scribner.... . 

w. 18,1893; 6 “eR EA ote 

" WC ASUS iil ad eee COL. jitis, eek ets 
June 22,1894) 18 jJ.-S. Stone... pases 

» 22,1894 18 | ay -< ieee he tauren Benen 

" Aa Ad WoL” UE Fe a ee en a 

n 22,1894, 18 |F. x ‘Piokemell GUS 
Aug. 2, 1894) 18 |A. M. Rosebrugh....... 

n 7, 1894) 18 ; Be Rione | eeiee 
fis desk SBS) FL 2 Ate... DTOWD sins is ix oes 
sept, 13, 1804) 18 A. Field......... eee 
Mar. Sees ean. Bell ss asa eu os 

" 8, 1895 18 iC. E. eTOR eatery aes 
Ne RG OMAR esa. gs 
[April 3, 1895} 18 |W. L. sRichage Dive ig es 

" 4, 1895 6 ie Rea McBerty Perens mark a 
Sept. 11, 1895} 6 jC. E. Scribner.........: 
Oct. 24, 1895) 6 Scribner & McBerty .... 
Dec Asoo (6 ., Ooribner co... 
Mar. 5, 1896; 6 |Hayes & Spencer........ 

" 5, 1896 6 |F. A. Pickernell........ 

i" 5, 1996} 6 jC. E. Scribner.......... 

Sheree te Wo. Carty... sa aedcees 
Sept. 11, 1896} 6 |C. E. Scribner 
eee ee pemeel 


. |Improvement in transmitter 
..|Reiss receiver for telephones..... 


.|Improvement in adj. supports for 


. Telephone circuit con. device.. 


_ |Blectrical cables. . 
.{Improvement in fire alarms...... 


Telephone receiver............ < 
Improvement in telephone system 


transmitters. ..... his cee soe 
Improvement in transmitters... . 


tt " vee 

Improvement in telephone com- 

MUNICAGLON EJ. fps wae. dee 

Electri¢ Girowite sy icc cee ren oa ke 

Telephone circuits and sete 
" exchange apparatus. . 


" current arrester. | 
" telephones and 
tel. circuits .. 
" tel. systems..... 
" telephones..... 
" tel. transmitters. | 
" tel. switch boards 
" telephones...... 
" multiple switch) 
beardse's. sence 
W W 
" " 
u 6 tel. exchange ap- 
paratus....... | 
" spring jacks 
" test systems .... 
" multiple switch 
boards... «nese 
" station apparatus 
" tel. circuits.) ...4 
" tel. and trans- | 
mitters.. 
tel. circuits. .. . 
Appar. ce suppressing telephonic 
disturbances .... .... 
Improvement in multiple tel..... 
" tel. transnsission. 
" PUES hake paces | 
" wareh’se system. 


" tel. circuits. .... 
ir exc. call boxes .. 
" ~ telephones...... 
" plugs and cords.. 
" multiple switch 
beards. « . 2:54 
" PRUs . wo ect 
" multiple switch 
Lvs ce (Se ee 
" tel. exchange ap- 
paratus...... 
" tel. and sig. ap- 
paratus....... 
" - annunciator cir- 
OUMEE jf pacha as 
" tel. transmitters 
" appar. for tel. 
switch boards. 


" "W 


Memo. 


" trunk line signal.| Expired. 
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S 
Z 
a . 
§ Date Issued. Term. Applicant. Subject. | Memo 
e : | 
Ay 
| Years | 
53457|Sept. 11, 1896] 6 |C. as. Scribner... .|Improvement in tel. sig. appar.. .| Expired 
52458) 11, 1896 Gu (Di, Gi Rae aks nia reer " tel, Bek va " 
53550) 1 21, 1896} 18 1) Sp eee ee " appar. for  tele- 
phone lines... . 
53551} » 21, 1896) 18 HOD ote aN tradi sce eames " lockout system. . 
53552 " 21, 1896 18 " " tel. circuits eetwesr si 
53553; 21, 1896} 18 1G Rae gy Pie " selective sig. and 
: lockout sys... 
53605} 1 28, 1896} 18 (Scribner & McBerty ...: " keyboard app.... 
53606 " 28, 1896 18 aekr Scrioner oA: 5. " " on 
53720/Oct. 9, 1896} 18 (ee ete he " busy signals... .. 
53721] ou DUO Sets ot) On SONG ae a. no. " sys. of current; 
SUPDLYaaw kee 
53722! 9, 1896] 18 ha, Sere? Sas " te]. circuits...... 
Doi Zar ou DriseOtn eS. toed Hrelds 2 5,0. " call counters... 
53724) ou 9, 1896} 18 Ngee Ree ee er " service registers. | 
03794; 1 15, 1896] 18 |C. W. Brown........ git " sig. systems, ... 
53902) 1 28, 1896) 18 |A. DeKhotinsky........ u signals and sig.| 
apparatus.... 
53903} 1 28,1896) -6 |C. EF. Seribner.... ..... " apparatus for tel. | 
switch hoards. Expired 
53904) 28, 1896] 18 chips Pate hear Re os " tel. circuits:..... 
Doe Nase 1800) AS ida P i Davis... ss oc. tel. exchanges... 
53906} 1» 28,1896] 18 ‘Pickernell & Perrin......+ " mult. telephony. 
53907|/Oct. 20, 1896, 18~ |H..B. Thayer........... " spring jacks. 
Save! un .  20;4800| 18 J.P. Davis,........... " switching app. 
53909) 1 20,1896} 6 |F.R. McBerty......... " signal apparatus. " 
53967|Nov. 4, 1896; 18 i Sa eee a apparatus for sw. 
boards. 
faccs| Dee 91,1996) 18 |O.A. Bell... ....:....5- " mult. sw. boards. 
55087, Feb. 24,1897) 6 |C. E. Scribner.......... " spring jacks .... " 
55088} » 24,1897) 6 To ego ee " test svstem...... " 
55214 Mar. 10, 1897 6 Un re! ei icsie ata ete " tel. circuits era " 
56782| July 24,1897; 18 |N. H. Holland.......... " tel. annunciator. 
58009|Nov. 5,1897; 6 |F.R. McBerty..... ... " keyboard appar. " 
58010} 5, 1897; 6 |Scribner & McBerty..... " circuits for an- 
nunciators ... " 
58533)Jan. 3, 1898) 18 |F. R. McBerty........ " relays. 
58955|Feb. 9, 1898) 18 " enone aa " calling appl. 
53455|Mar. 26,1898; 18 |C. E. Scribner.. " appar. for sw. 
i boards. 
59893/ May 6, 1898} 18 (er a nate ae a " Dies and spring| 
jacks. 
59894) on 071698) 2608 RR. McBerty . .s.5 «. " ary sig- 
TUBS 5 ste sists menaiawe dl " 
59926) tess, Lae ae. barrett c: eos. ks 5 " mult. station| 
59927| 7, 1898] 18 |Barrett, Whittemore & circuits. 
. eC barer ee ss " selective signal-| 
ing. 
BOO), er 1471808)". 6. iJ: Stemer..:....... .. " self-restoring an-| 
nunciator...../ " 
60010) 14, 1898 Go 1G. Bia CriONner, 2. .+ 02% «3 " appar. for switch 
boards, sae " 
60011 May id, 1898} 18 YE Fe rosters: " a ; 
60012) 14, 1898} 6 ‘Ppa Pere ke " supervisory sig- 
HOA ces ae " 
60432) June 23, 1898) 6 Rete CRS atiSe ees " annunicators .... " 
60479, July 2,1898) 18 " ein 3 " tel. circuits. 
62555|Feb. 4, 1899) 18 |J.S. Stone. ......... " repeaters........ 
62556) on 4,899), 18) 1H. E.. Shreeve......<.. " transmitters. 
62869|Mar. 10,1899} 6 |G. K. Thompson........ " tel. Gircuits..... " 
62984|Apr. 24,1899} 18 |C. E. Scribner.......... " signals. — 
“psa IO IBOOI 1S CD... StONGn. ©... ets " cus mag- 
nets. 


1—c—12 
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THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. 
LIST OF PATENTS—Continued. ‘ 
fe} 
A . 
8 Date Issued. |Term. Applicant. Subject. Memo. 
a 
_ 
Years 
64884'Nov. 13. 1899) 6 |T. C. Wales .....--.-++- Improvement in tel. switchboards 
circuits. 
64885! » ‘13, 1899 6 |Wales & Crane........-- " trunk circuit. 
65319|Dec. 13, 1899} 6 |G. K. Thompson......- " toll counters. 
65320| 1 13,1899) 6 a Rae " cord circuits. 
66299| Jan. 19,1900) 6 |J. L. McQuarrie... .... " appl. for sw. bds. 
66800|Mar. 29.1900) 6 |C. E. Scribner ......+.5 " oe eee sig- 
nals 
66801 » 29,1900, 6 |G.K.Thompson.... .-. " trans. and_ re- 
peating tels. 
668221 »  30.1900/ 6 |T. C. Wales .......----) " signal appar. 
66340; 1 31,1900) 6 |C. E. Scribner........-. " signals. 
67830|June 22,1900) 6 it |. aga " auto. app. for 
trunk lines. 
eaio7iJuly 24, 1900). 6 he iew i | Daisies " exchange app. 
68198 " 24, 1900 6 pas McBerty . ‘ae aust eae ye " " 
68218} 1 26,1900) 6 |C. E. Scribner...... ; " tel. appliances. 
68232} » 27,1900; 6 |G. L. Cragg....... --. " exchange system) 
68721\Sept. 14,1900 6 JC. E. Scribne>.... ..... " station appl. for 
toll lines. 
68722) 0 14, 1900} 6 Wy " signals for trunk' 
lines. | 
68723} « 14,1900; 6 " hE TIE se. " pilot signals. 
688091 » 24,1900, 6 |F. R. gig eas arande : " signal appar. 
GESIO) 4, 24, 1900)" (Oe. teens " spring jacks. 
68811} » 24,1900) 6 Sigribner & McBerty..... " relays. 
68812} 1 24,1900, 6 |C. E. Scribner ......... " eee for trunk 
ines 
68899 Oct.  4,1900 6 jJ. J. O’Connell..-....... " signal appar. 
68900) 4,1900' 6 |F. R. Me eee " switchboards. 
68933) 8, 1900| 6 " Pre he " pepe sig- 
nals. 
68934! 1 81900 6 Scribner & McBerty..... " eee for trunk 
ines 
69670|Dec. 14,1900, 6 OC. E. Scribner.. " supervisory and 
busy test appr. 
69773} » 27, 1900] 6 |J. J. O’Connell.......... " apparatus for sw. 
| boards. 
69861\Jan. 15,1901! 6 Thompson & Robes. ... " selective signals, 
69862| 1» 15,1901; 6 |T.C. Wales......... : " tel. sw, bd. appl. 
69922) ., 22, 1901 Hebe ky. DEC ITby. 5.25 so eee " supervisory slg- 
nals. 
69790, 3,1901| 6 |N. H. Hol'and.......... " signal system. 
71309|May 14,1901; 6 |C. E. Seribuer.; .s..ees " telephone exch. 
apparatus. 
7isio} ow. 14, 1801. io. /, (Sie erase Fe " signal apparatus. 
7iSii| ow 34, ule COPE. RK. McBerty Pa ee " tel. appliance. 
71394 " 14, 1901 6 tae be" cnes tate ele dotars " signal for trunk 
: lines. 
71693\June 4, 1901) 6 i, el Cie eee " appar. for party 
lines. 
72112, July 2,1901; 6 |C. E. Scribner.... ...-. " appar. for switch 
boards. 
72113) 2,1901| 6 : i. Wacken a oe " supervisory signal. 
72114, 92,1901; 6 |W. W. Dean. ......... " call signal app. 
72181| 9, 190] Goi. Seribper.. . <6 seas s " telephone circuits. 
72973'Sept. 3,1901; 6 |F. Ri MeBoerty. S.ccex " signals for trunk) 
lines. 
72974 " 3p 1901! 6 Tr. A. Crane, . . " " 
74241\Dec. 24,1901} 6 |F. R. McBerty......... " supervisory sign’ls 
74249) on 31, 1901) 6 |N. H. Holland.......... " intercommunica t-) 
ing system. 
74422 Jan. 14,1902) 6 jJ. L. McQuarrie........; " telephone exch’ge 
system. 
74423, » 14,1902) 6 jC. kk. Scribner......... " Pel sign ‘1s| 
74462, « 21,1901 6 |F. R. McBerty.......... " telephone exch’ge 


J 


system. 
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LIST OF PATENTS—Concluded. 
ooo eee 


) 
A 
»~ . . 
E Date issued. | Term. Applicant. Subject. Memo 
a 
Years 
746382\Feb. 4, 1902) 6 \C. E. Scribner........ ; ag aa in telephone circuits) 
74683) 4,1902, 6 (Scribner & McQuarrie. . " exchange system. 
(ai dove, be 1. Re MoBerty: > oso... " calling appliance. | 
74892, PO Aches Oe vis DUllardss. 20.5. " app. for toll line. | 
76003|May 12, 1902) 6 |W. W. Dean............ " calling appliance. 
Ta Aue ai lou, Ot. C2 Robes: 3... 0x... " service meter aD- 
paratus, 
77046 12, 1902; 6 |A. B. Stetson. ..... . " exchange appar. 
77374 Sene Dee Gd. OC Connell, 5,000. " calling appliance. 
78165|Nov. 11, 1902} 6 |J. L. McQuarrie........ " auto. signalling| 
system. 
79188\ Jan. 27,1903) 6 |F.R.McBerty..... ... " Rane calling, 
: apparatus, 
SUN Aye One OOmier Ol ob. Beall yo ies i " electric cable. 
$1668) June 30, 1903} 6 |C. E. Scribner.......... " spring jacks. 
capUNOVs  t2,1908)° (6-9 IM. fT Pupin ..6iei.e., " reducing attenua- 
tion of electric! 
: waves, 
foil or, 22,5190 G6 ian, Saat " " 
83273 Oct. 6, 1903} 6 |W. Ww. Deni tere eee " relays. 
82006. IJ uly 21,1903) 6 |C. E. Scribner. . " coin collectors. 
82775. Sept. 1a TRUS Det? 1a ne ee ee " supervisory sign’ls 
82849) 4 8, 1903) 6 iJ. J. O'Connell ayer, ae " telephone exch’ Be) 
system. 
S400 Jane 11904) 6 WW, Déan isis 0... " appar. for trank 
jines. 
Sijos a §=19, 1904) 6 IC. EK. Scribner... =... : " supervisory sign’Is| 
87144 May 10,1904) 6 |H. B. Holmes. Samat " flexible cords. 
87145 on 15 1904 6: AF Re Meo Berty os...c5<5.055 " tollapparatus. | 
Deel Ulyee0. TOs OP Moob, PUpin 4's... « san oes " art of reducing 
attenuation of 
electrical waves 
os20GWien 420, 10041.9 67H. H. Smythe .......... " signalapparatus 
88514) 26, 1904, 6 |J. L. McQuarrie....... " telephone switch 
board apparat’s. 
88386 Sept. 27, 1904, 6 |Scribner & McBerty. " service meters. 
88390, Oct. a 1004) 96 fo. i. McQuarries.. 2... 5: " measuring service 
| : system. 
Coolie sie” (GC. K. Scribner... 3.1... " ringing keys. 
89518) » 11,1904, 6 |F. be McBerty. ae " " 
89756; » 25,1904, 6 |J. L. McQuarri ewes i through ringing. 
91174|Jan. 24,1905; 6 |C. BE. Scribner .......... " telephone exch’ge, 
; system. 
S2o7i (Mar. 23,1905) 6 «4. L. MeQuarrie.....-.. " busy signals. 
| { 


(Exhibit No. 31.) 
This agreement executed in duplicate on the 16th day of November, 1899, te- 


tween :— 


The Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited. A body corporate having 1ts 
principal office in the city of Montreal, in the province of Quebec, hereinafter called 
the Telephone Company of the first part, and the Bay of Quinté Railway Company, 
hereinafter called the Railway Company of the second part: 

Witnesseth: that the said parties have covenanted and agreed as follows:— 

The Telephone Company will furnish to the Railway Company free of charge 
ten telephone connections with the exchanges of the Telephone Company at such rail- 
way offices and stations as may be designated by the Railway Company. 
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And the Telephone Company will furnish to ‘the Railway Company at one-haf 
the Telephone Company’s current exchange annual rates, in the city of Kingston and 
in the towns of Napanee and Deseronto, any additional telephones required for the 
officials of the Railway Company not exceeding three in the aggregate, and located 
within one-half mile of the exchange, all additional instruments and extra mileage to 
be paid for at regular rates. 

The Railway Company will furnish annual passes to the officials of the Telephone 
Company over its own line, and lines leased or controlled by it and will also furnisa 
free transportation to the employees of the Telephone Company over the said lines. 

The Telephone Company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone in- 
struments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the 
said Railway Company—except wires and instruments owned by the Railway Com- 
pany and excepting the contract between the Bay of Quinté Railway Company and 
the North American Telegraph Company—and each of the companies to this agree- 
ment, as far as it may properly do so, without prejudice to its business, grants to the 
other company, facilities for carrying its wires and lines through or over the poles, 
subways, bridges or other premises on equitable terms to be agreed upon, and the 
Railway Company will not grant similar facilities to any other telephone company 
except as hereinbefore mentioned. y 

Tt is understood that the telephone service herein referred to shall be furnished 
by means of the Telephone Company’s standard instruments, which consist of a Blake 
transmitter, Bell Telephone and Magneto Bell properly mounted on backboards ready 
for use. ; . 

All existing arrangements between the companies to this agreement for services 
and facilities, shall terminate at the end of the terms for which payment is due vt 
has already been made. 

This agreement shall remain in force for three years from the date hereof, and 
thereafter until terminated by six months previous notice in writing from either 
party of its intention to terminate the same. 

Tn witness whereof, we have hereunto appended our respective seals and signatures. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 
OC. F. Sisz, President. 


THE BAY OF QUINTE RAILWAY COMPANY, 
R. GC. Carter, General Manager. 
OC. A. MILLENER, 
Certified correct copy, 
CHARLES P, SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 32.) 


Agreement made this twenty-ninth day of October, nineteen hundred and four 
(1904), by and between the Boston and Main Railroad, a corporation duly established 
by law, having its principal office in the city of Boston, commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, U.S.A., aereinafter referred to as the ‘ Railroad, and Bell Telephone Company 
of Canada, Limited, also a corporation duly established by law, having its principal 
office in the city of Mcatreal, hereinafter referred to as the ‘Telephone Company.’ 

It is hereby mutually agreed by each of the parties hereto :— 


1. That for and in consideration of the within covenants and agreements of the 
Telephone Company for the furnishing of telephone instruments, lines and service, 
the Boston and Maine Railroad, for itself, its successors and assigns, hereby agrees 
with and grants to the said Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, its successors 
and asigns, as follows :— 
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(a) The Railroad grants to the Telephone Company the right to occupy for tele- 
phone purposes only, with its poles and wires thereon and with its conduits and wires 
therein, the location of said Railroad between the stations of Stanstead and Sher- 
brooke, Canada, including the consequent and necessary use of crossings, bridges, via- 
ducts, yards, structures and buildings, provided such use does not, in the judgment 
of the superintendent of the said Railroad, interfere with the proper use of such places 
by said Railroad. These rights‘are granted in so far as the Railroad may legally grant 
such rights. 

(b) It is expressly covenanted and agreed that the Telephone Company will not 
exercise any of the rights herein granted within the location of limits of said Railroad 
without first giving written notice to the superintendent of said Railroad of the work 
which it desires to perform. 

Upon receipt of such notice said Railroad shall, if the location and the work pro- 
posed be approved, without undue delay, give the said Telephone Company authority 
to enter upon the Railroad premises and perform work to be done under the rights 
herein granted, prescribing in such authority such requirements in the way of pre- 
cautions and safeguards as may in the judgment of said Railroad be necessary, and 
said Telephone Company agrees to comply with all such requirements. 

(c) The Railroad shall furnish such trip passes to the officials and employees of 
the Telephone Company between Newport, Vermont, and Sherbrooke, Canada, as the 
business of the Telephone Company, as covered by this contract, may require. 


2. That in consideration of the foregoing grants and agreements of the Railroad, 
cud without other payment, the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, for it- 
self, its successors and assigns, agrees with the Boston and Maine Railroad, its sue- 
cessors and assigns as follows :— 

(a) The ‘Telephone Company agrees to furnish, free of charge, during the term 
of this agreement, telephone sets in the following stations of said ‘Railroad, namely,— 
Smith’s Mills, Rock Island, Boynton, Stanstead Junction, Stanstead, Lennoxville, 
Capelton, North Hatley and Ayer’s Cliff, also a telephone set in the collector of cus- 
toms’ office at Stanstead Junction, one telephone set in that portion of the Boston and 
Maine freight shed at Derby Line ‘situated on Canadian territory, one telephone set 
in the freight office, and one telephone set in the ticket office of the Railway in Sher- 
brooke; and the Telephone Company agrees also to furnish free local telephone service 
at the above-mentioned offices. 

(b) The Telephone Company agrees to furnish annually, during the term of this 
agreement, four books of franks to the value of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) each, good 
between Sherbrooke and Stanstead, and intermediate points, on tne business of the 
Railroad Company, 

(c) The Telephone Company agrees to indemnify and save harmless the said Rail- 
road against all claims for personal injury or damage to property which may arise on 
account of the existence, construction, maintenance, or repair of its poles, wires, con- 
duits and other property; also to indemnify and save harmless the said Railroad 
against any and all claims which may arise on account of injury to person, or dam- 
age to property, of its officers, servants and agents, whether caused by negligence of 
said Railroad, or otherwise, while said officers, servants and agents are upon the pro- 
perty of said Railroad, or upon its trains and cars, while engaged in business for said 
Telephone Company, or when travelling on passes furnished under the terms of this 
agreement. 


3. This agreement shall continue in force for one year from date hereof, and for 
periods of sixty days thereafter until cancelled by notice in writing from either party 
to the other sixty days in advance of its intention so to do. 


In witness’ whereof the parties hereto have caused these presents to be signed 
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and their corporate seals to be hereto affixed by their respective officers thereunto duly 
authorized, on the day and year first above written. 


CO. F. S., Jr. 
BOSTON AND MAINE RAILROAD, 


By Lucius TuTTLe, 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, ‘DTP 
By ©. F. Sis, President. 
Certified correct copy, 


CHARLES P, SCLATER, 
Secretary-T'reasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 33.) 


This agreement executed in duplicate at the city of Montreal, in the Province of 
Quebec, this the 11th day of May, 1898, by and between the Bell Telephone Company 
of Canada, Limited, a body corporate having its principal office in the said city here- 
inafter called the Telephone Company, acting herein and represented by Charles F. - 
Sise its president, of the one part, and the Canada Atlantic Railway Company a body 
corporate having its principal office in the city of Ottawa, in the province of Ontario, 
hereinafter called the Railway Company, acting herein and represented by E. J. 
Chamberlin, General Manager, of the other part. 

Witnesseth: that the said parties have covenanted and agreed as follows: 


The Telephone Company will furnish to the Railway Company at all points in the 
provinces of Quebec and Ontario where it may have exchanges, telephone connections 
between the local and general offices and stations of the Railway Company and the 
local exchanges of the Telephone Company free of charge. 

The Railway Company to pay the usual charge for all private lines except free 
instruments to houses of officers of the Company in Ottawa, not to exceed six in num- 
ber at any one time. 

The Telephone Company will also issue to stated officials of the Railway Company 
annual passes good over the long-distance lines of the Telephone Company. 

The Railway Company will furnish annual passes to stated officials of the Tele- 
phone Company over its own lines and lines now or hereafter leased or controlled vy 
it and will also furnish free transportation to the employees of the Telephone Company 
over said lines. 

The Telephone Company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone in- 
struments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the 
Railway Company throughout Canada. This does not apply to telegraph apparatu3, 
wires or instruments. . 

And each company so far as it may properly do so without prejudice to its owa 
business, grants to the other company facilities for carrying its wires and lines through 
and over the poles, subways, bridges and other premises on equitable terms to ba 
agreed upon. And the Railway Company will not grant similar facilities to any other 
telephone company. 

The Railway Company hereby grants to the Telephone Company the right to 
erect and maintain during the existence of this contract, a line of telephone poles and 
wires along its right of way from the city of Ottawa to the village of Coteau Landing. 
Two of the wires of said line to form a through telephone line from Ottawa to Coteau 
and Montreal. 

The Telephone Company agree that they will have their line in operation between 
Montreal and Coteau Landing by June 1, 1898, and the extension from Coteau Landing 
to Ottawa by July 31, 1898, or as soon thereafter as possible. The work of construc- 
tion to be commenced forthwith. 
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The number of annual passes, free exchange connections and extent of free 
transportation shall-be determined from time to time by the General Manager of the 
Railway Company and the President of the Telephone Company as the expansion of 
both companies may require. And such annual passes shall be issued by an official to 
be designated by each company. 

The present agreement shall remain in force for a period of fifteen years from 
the date hereof. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 
C. F. Sisz, 
President. 


Cuas. P. Scuarer, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


THE CANADA ATLANTIC RAILWAY COMPANY, 

E. J. CHAMBERLIN, 

General Manager. 

A. W. FLECK, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Certified correct copy. 


CHARLES P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 34.) 

This agreement executed in duplicate at the city of Montreal, in the province 
of Quebec, this first day of May, one thousand nine hundred and two: By and 
between, The Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, a body corporate, 
having its principal office in the said city, hereinafter called ‘The Telephone Com- 
pany,’ and The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, a body corporate, having its 
principal office in the said city, hereinafter called ‘The Railway Company.’ 

Witnesseth: that the said parties having covenanted and agreed as follows :— 

1. The Telephone Company will furnish to the Railway Company at all points 
in the Dominion of Canada where it may now or hereafter have exchanges, telephone 
connection between the offices and stations of the Railway Company and the exchanges 
of the Telephone Company, free of charge. It will also issue to the officials of the 
Railway Company annual passes or franks good over the long-distance lines of the 
Telephone Company and free telephone exchange connection, and maintain during 
the term of this contract a local exchange in the head office of the Railway Company 
at Windsor Street Station, Montreal, affording communication between the different 
offices therein, as well as with the said local exchange of the Telephone Company in 
the city of Montreal. ; 

9. The Railway Company will furnish annual passes to the officials of the Tele- 
phene Company, over its own railway and telegraph lines, and lines leased or con- 
trolled by said Railway Company, and will also furnish free transportation to the 
employees of the Telephone Company over said railway lines in Canada. 

3. The Telephone Company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone in- 
struments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the Rail- 
way Company throughout the Pominion of Canada where the Telephone Company 
has or may during the life of this contract established telephone exchanges, it being 
understood in connection with new exchanges being established that the Railway Com- 
pany will be given a fair service sufficient for its business. 

4, And each company, so far as it may properly do so without prejudice to its 
ewn business, grants to the other company facilities for carrying its wires and lines 
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through or over the poles, subways, bridges, and other premises, on equitable terms té 
be agreed upon. And the Railway Company will not grant similar facilities to any 
other telephone company. 

5. The number of annual passes or franks, free telephone connections, and extent 
of free transportation, shall be determined from time to time by the president of the 
Railway Company and the president of the Telephone Company, as the expansion of 
both companies may require, and such passes, franks and telephone connections saall 
only be issued on ..ritten application of an officer of either party as designated by the 
presidents of each company. 

6. The terms and conditions of this contract as applying to the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company, shall also apply to the Canadian Pacific Railway Telegraph, and it 
is further understood and agreed that where telephonic connection with local: ex- 
changes is required for an office of either the above, the agent for which carries on any | 
other business, or acts as agent for any other company, he shall pay one-half the regu- 
lar exchange rates, and the company or companies represented herein by tne Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company shall pay nothing for their service. 

%, This agreement shall remain in force for a period of eight years from the date 
hereof. 

In witness whereof each of the said parties have caused to be set hereto its cor- 
porate seal and the signature of tne officials below named: 


THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY, 
By 
D. MoNIcouu, 
2nd Vice-President. 
A. R. G. Hewarp, 
Assistant Secretary. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD., 


By OC. F. Srsz, President. 
Cuas. P. ScLaTEr, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Agreement between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company as to telephoi.e business and exchange of passes, &e. 
Certified correct copy, 


Cuas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 35.) 


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BELL TELEPHONE 
COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 


Hereinafter called the ‘Telephone Company,’ of the first part, and 


THE CENTRAL ONTARIO RAILWAY COMPANY, 
Hereinafter called the ‘ Railway Company,’ of the second part. 


Witnesseth as follows :— 


1. That in consideration of the agreements and stipulations hereinafter contained 
on the part of the Railway Company, the Telephone Company agrees :— 

(a) To furnish to the Railway Company free of all charge by way of rental or 
otherwise, at all or any of its stations and offices in Canada, between Trenton and 
Picton inclusive or at the dwelling houses of the officials of the Railway Company, the 
use of all such complete sets of telephone instruments (as defined below) as may reason- 
ably be required for railway purposes, and all necessary materials for repairing the 
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same from time to time, and also to replace free of charge, for use as aforesaid, any 
instruments which may have been accidently and witnout gross negligence destroyed 
or rendered useless. 

(b) To grant and permit to the Railway Company in cities, towns and villages in 
which the Railway Company has a station and the Telephone Company has an ex- 
change between Trenton and Picton inclusive, all such free connections by means of 
the Telephone Company’s lines with and to sucha exchange or central office as may be 
reasonably required for the purposes of the Railway Company’s business, the number 
of telephone instruments and free connections furnished as hereinbefore provided not 
to exceed five altogether exclusive of any instruments which may be put in by the 
Telephone Company at its own desire and for its own purposes and exclusive of the 
instrument at the office of the superintendent of the Railway Company. 

(c) To allow to the officers and servants of the Railway Company such free passes 
or liberty to talk over the lines of the Telephone Company as may be agreed upon by a 
memorandum to be indorsed hereon or annexed hereto. 

(d) To pay the Railway Company the sum of one hundred dollars per annum 
half yearly on 1st November and 1st May in each and every year during the term of 
this contract. 

2. T'hat in consideration of the premises the Railway Company agrees :— 

(e) To grant and permit to the Telephone Company the sole and exclusive rigint 
as against any other company, corporation, person or persons carrying on any telephonic 
business to enter any office, station, freight shed, building or other premises of the 
Railway Company between Trenton and Picton inclusive, and so that no other com- 
pany, corporation, person or persons shall bring to or place therein any telephone in- 
strument, pole wire or other appliance, for the purpose of doing or carrying on thereon 
or therein any telephonic business or communication. 

(f) To allow the Telephone Company and all subscribers thereto to make connec- 
tion and carry on all telephone communication from or through the central office in 
any city, town or village referred to in clause (b) with railway stations and railway 
offices in such city, town or village, and to give the Telephone Company and its sub- 
scribers all such facilities for doing business with the Railway Company as are now 
usually given by railway companies when connected with the telephone company’s 
exchanges. 

(9) That the officers, agents and other employees of the Railway Company sha! 
well and carefully use and attend to the instruments to be furnished as above men- 
tioned, and take all reasonable and proper care of the same. 

(h) That the Railway Company, its officers, agents and other employees, shall not 
either directly or indirectly, and either gratuitously or for money, permit any other 
person or persons. to use the said instruments and—subdject to the provisions of clause 
(c)—shall not use the said instruments or permit the same to be used for any purpose 
except the business of the Railway Company. 

- (t) That the Railway Company shall from time to time supply the Telephone 
Company with such free passes as may be required to pass the officers, servants, work- 
men and employees of the Telephone Company in their trains and over their road as 
agreed upon in the memoranda annexed hereto and permit such servants, workmen 
and employees to carry with them, free of charge such tools, implements and materiais 
as they usually carry, or as may be required for the purposes of their work. 

(7) That the said telephonic instruments are, and shall continue to be, the pro. 
perty of the Telephone Company, and are made and used by it, under patents which it 
owns or has the right to use. At the expiration of this agreement, or on breach or 
non-fulfilment by the Railway Company of.any of the agreements on its part herein- 
before contained, the Telephone Company shall have the right by its officers, servants 
and workmen to enter upon and into the premises of the Railway’ Company and re- 
move the said instruments but such removal shall not deprive the Telephone Company 
of any other right or remedy to which it may be entitled by reason of any such breach 
or non-fulfilment of this agreement. 
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(k) To grant to the Telephone Company the sole and exclusive right to put one or 
more telephone wires on the poles upon the present line of the said Railway Company 
between Trenton and Picton inclusive provided the Telephone Company shall not 
obstruct or interfere with the use by the Railway Company of their own line or lines 
of wire on said poles and also the exclusive right to put up another line of poles for 
telephone wires along the opposite side of the railway track from that on which the 
Railway Company’s poles are planted. In which case telephone wires to be removed to 
Telephone Company’s poles. 

3. It is hereby declared and agreed by and between the parties hereto :— 

(1) That in construing this agreement a set of instruments shall be taken to 
consist of 
. One Blake transmitter. 

. One Bell telephone. 

. One magneto call bell. 

. One cell of battery. 

. One flexible cord. 

. One backboard and battery box. 

(m) That this agreement shall continue in force and be binding upon the said 
parties for five years from the first day of May, 1900. 


In witness whereof the said parties have caused their respective corporate seals 


to be hereunto affixed under the hands of their proper officers in that behalf this 23ed 
day of March, 1900. 


SO ork oo do 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED 
By CO. F. Sisz, President. 
Signed, sealed and delivered _ 
in the presence of 
Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-l'reasurer. 


THE CENERAL ONTARIO RAILWAY COMPANY, 
By Gero. CoLuixs, 
General Supt. and Secretary. 
A. M. Boortu. 
Certified correct copy. 
Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Memorandum of free instruments allowed Central Ontario Raiiway by Bell Tele- 
phone Company on account of agreement, March 23, 1900: 
D. Duffs, residence. 
J. W. Collins, residence. 
Geo. Collins, residence. 
Round house, C.O.R.R. 
R. Spencer, residence. 


Memorandum of annual passes allowed Bell Telephone Company by Central 
Ontario Railway Company, March 28, 1900 :— 
O. F. Sise, President. 
L. B. McFarlane, General Superintendent. 
H. ©. Baker, Manager, Ont. Dept. 
C. F. Sise, jr., Superintendent of Toll Lines. 
T. H. Wadland, Superintendent of Construction. 
A. W. Barnard, Auditor. 
W. C. Scott, Special Agent. 
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C. EK. Deviney, Local Manager. 

One lineman. 

One lineman. 

A. T. Smith, District Superintendent between Picton and Trenton. 

G. Post, between Picton and Trenton. 

OC. W. Stringer, District Manager between G.T.R. Junction and Trenton. 


And also trip passes as required. : 


(Exhibit No. 36.) 


This agreement made in duplicate this thirtieth day of August, 1904, between the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, a body corporate, duly incorporated, 
having its head office and principal place of business in the city of Montreal, Province 
of Quebec, herein acting and represented by Charles Fleetford Sise, its president, who 
for the purposes hereafter is duly authorized. Hereinafter called the ‘ Telephone Com- 
pany,’ party of the first part, and the Central Vermont Railway Company for itself 
and the railways owned, operated or leased by it. Hereinafter called the ‘ Railway 
Company,’ party of the second part. 

Now this agreement witnesseth :— 


Whereas the Railway Company desires to obtain from the Telephone Company sets 
of railway composite for use upon the telegraph wires of the Railway Company, as 
hereinafter provided. - 

Now, therefore, it is agreed by the parties hereto as follows :— 


1. The Telephone Company will, as the Railway Company may from time to time 
request :— 

(a) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company in Montreal, Que., for any 
use in the conduct of tne business of the Railway Company, as herein provided, septs 
of railway composite, each set to include a long-distance transmitter Standard Bi- 
Polar receiver, and initial cord, each at an annual rental, when not maintained by the 
Telephone Company, as hereinafter provided for, of $15. 

(b) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company at Montreal, Que., the follow- 
ing apparatus, to be used in connection with the foregoing sets of railway composite, 
at the annual rentals nerein specified; intermediate differentiators for bridging out 
telegraph stations, where no telephones are used, but where through service is desired, 
each at an annual rental of $1. Terminal differentiators, each at an annual rental of 
$1. 

(c) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company in Montreai, Que., for any 
use in the conduct of the business of the Railway Company, portable sets of railway 
composite for emergency or train use (Number 229), each including extension pole 
for tapping wires between stations and initial extension wire each at an annual rental, 
when not maintained by the Telephone Company as hereinafter provided, of $15. 

(d) Install or maintain, or both install and maintain, any of the foregoing sets 
of railway composite, and any of the foregoing apparatus, at actual cost of labour and 
materials employed, plus 15 per cent, the charge for such maintenance to be added to 
the rental of such sets of railway composite or of the apparatus used in connection 
therewith, and to be herein treated as a part of such rental. 

(e) Furnish, or construct, at the request of the Railway Company, upon the pro- 
perty or right of way of the Railway Compary any special wiring, to be used in con- 
nection with the foregoing sets of railway composite and any of the foregoing appa- 
ratus, at actual cost of labour and materials employed, plus 15 per cent. 

9. All sets of railway composite furnished hereunder shall be located on the prem- 
ises of the Railway Company, or at the residences of its officers, or employees, and shal] 
be used only in the conduct of its business, as herein provided, upon telegraph wires 
owned by it, or leased or furnished to it for the transaction of its business; but it is 
expressly understood that the telegraph wires of the Railway Company, upon which 
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such sets of railway composite and apparatus in connection therewita are used shall 
have no connection with any circuit or wire in the Dominion of Canada upon which 
telephones or telephone apparatus not furnished by the Telephone Company are used 
end it is further expressly understood that the sets of railway composite and the ap- 
paratus used in connection therewith are designed for use on grounded telegraph 
wires, or with the telephones and apparatus, used in connection with any telephone 
exchange service. 

3. The Railway Company will:— 

(a) Give at all reasonable hours such access to its premises for furnishing, in- 
stalling, maintaining, inspecting, or removing by the Telephone Company the sets of 
railway composite, wires and apparatus used n connection therewith furnished ‘here- 
under, or contemplated herein, as may be requisite for the purposes of this contract, 
and when required by the Telephone Company, furnish proper right of way upon the 
property or right of way of the Railway Company for all wires to be furnished here 
under by the Telepnone Company. 

(b) Receipt to the Telephone Company for all sets of railway composite, trans- 
mitters, receivers and apparatus furnished hereunder, such receipt to specify the indi- 
vidual numbers, if any, of such sets of railway composite, transmitters, 1ecelvers in- 
struments and apparatus. 

(c) Furnish without charge to the Telephone Company reasonable facilities re- 
quired by it for the transportation and distribution of materials, tools, and men for 
any use in the construction, reconstruction, maintenance, repair or inspeztion of any 
apparatus upon said Railway Company’s right of way or coming under this contract. 

(d) Equip at all times with protective devices satisfactory to the Telephone Com- 
pany, which shall be properly maintained by the Railway Company, all sets of rail- 
way composite and the apparatus in connection therewith maintained by the Railway 
Company as herein provided. 

(e) [Exercise due diligence in the protection of the property of the telephone com- 
pany furnished hereunder, and reimburse the telephone company for loss or destruc- 
tion of such property due to the negligence of the employees of the railway company. 

({) Return to the telephone company, at the expiration or termination of this 
contract, all sets of railway composite, transmitters, receivers, or apparatus leased 
hereunder, the telephone company removing at its own expense all apparatus main- 
tained by it. 

4, The Railway Company will not, during the continuance of this eontract, use 
in the conduct of its business, within the territory of the Telephone Company, any 
sets of railway composite, or any similar apparatus not furnished by the Telephone 
Company, and no wires upon which are used sets of railway composite or similar ap- 
paratus not furnished hereunder, shall have connection with any wires upon which 
are used sets of railway composite ov similar apparatus furnished hereunder. No part 
of the sets of railway composite, apparatus used in connection therewith, or materials 
furnished to, or used hereunder by, the Railway Company, shall be used tor any ser- 
vice for which a charge or compensation shall be received by it from any person or 
corporation, nor shall any of the sets of railway composite or apparatus used in con- 
nection therewith be used outside of the territory of the Telephone Company, except 
that connection may be made with sets furnished by any of the licensees of the Ameri- 
ean Bell Telephone Company in the United States of America under a similar agree- 
ment. 

5. If at any time during the term of this agreement, the Telephone Company 
furnish sets of railway composite and apparatus to any other parties at a lower charge 
for rental than the sums herein specified, then the Telephone Company will reduce 
the rents charged under this contract to the same rates as may be paid by such other 
parties. 

6. The rental for sets of railway composite and apparatus used in connection 
therewith furnished hereunder, shall begin with the first day of the calendar month 
following the date of installation or delivery thereof, as the case may be, and shall 
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continue until the last day of the calendar month in which the Railway Company 
shall return the same to the Telephone Company. No set of railway composite or 
apparatns used in connection therewith shall be discontinued unless a rental therefor 
shall have been paid for at least six months. Rentals hereunder for the sets of rail- 
way composite, and apparatus used in connection therewith, shall be payable half- 
yearly in advance beginning with the first day of August, 1904. 

-7. It is agreed by and between the parties hereto that, at the expiration of the 
first year, from the date thereof, this agreement shall continue in force untj] termin- 
ated by one month’s notice in writing, given by either party to the other and upon 
such termination that the Railway Company will pay to the Telephone Company 
such proportion of the yearly charges herein specified as is proportionate to the time 
for which sets of railwey composite or apparatus in connection therewith have been 
used since the end of any full year from and after the date hereof. 

Signed in duplicate by the parties hereto on the date first hereinabove written, 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 
©. F. Sisz, 
President. 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of : 
Cuas. P. ScLaTEr, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


CENTRAL VERMONT RAILWAY COMPANY, 
By E. H. Firzyvau, 
Vice-President and General Manager. 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of : 


ote Doh IRS 
Ky. WAuTON. 


Certified correct copy. 


Cuas, P. ScuaTter, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 37.) 


Memorandum of agreement made this eighth day of July, nineteen hundred and 
two, between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, hereinafter called the 
‘Telephone Company,’ of the first part, and the Galt, Preston and Hespeler Street 
Railway Company, hereinafter called the ‘Railway Company,’ of the second part, 
witnesseth as follows :— | : 

1. That in consideration of the agreements and stipulations hereinafter contained, 
on the part of the Railway Company, the Telephone Company agrees :— 

(a) To furnish to the Railway Company, free of all charge by way of rental or 
otherwise (for use on the Railway Company’s private line now existing between Galt, 
Oliver’s Crossing, Preston Power House, Clare’s Crossing, Idylwylde Park, and Hes- 
peler, as shown on map attached hereto, forming part of this agreement), one Blake 
Wall telephone set, and one extension Bell, at each of the following offices of the Rail- 
way Company, viz.: Hespeler, Idylwylde Park, Clare’s Crossing, Preston Power 
House, Oliver’s Crossing, Business Office of the Railway Company, Galt, and the 
Freight Office of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company at Galt, and one Blake Desk 
telephone set with extension Bell in the office of the President of the Railway Com- 
pany at Galt. 

(b) To keep aforesaid instruments in good order and repair, and to replace, free 
of charge, for use as aforesaid, any instruments which may have been accidentally 
and without gross negligence destroyed or rendered useless. 


190 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


(c) To furnish, and keep in good order and repair, one No. 115 key in each of the 

following offices of the Railway Company, viz. :— 
_ Power house at Preston. 

Business office of the Railway Company at Galt. 

Business office of the Railway Company at Hespeler. 

And to grant and permit, free exchange connection by means of the Telephone 
Company’s telephone lines, as follows :— 

Between the aforesaid power house and the exchange of the Telephone Company 
at Preston ; 

Between the aforesaid business office of the Railway Company at Galt and the 
exchange of the Telephone Company at Galt; 

Between the business office of the Railway Company at Hespeler, and the ex- 
change of the Telephone Company at Hespvler. 

(d) That at the expiration of this agreement, or on breach or non-fulfilment by 
the S'elephone Company, of any of the agreements on its part hereinbefore contained, 
the Railway Company shall have the right to order the removal from its premises, of 
all instruments and property of the Telephone Company covered by this agreement, 
but such removal shall not deprive the Railway Company of any other right or remedy 
to which it may be entitled, by reason of any such breach or non-fulfilment of this 
agreement. 


2. That in consideration of the premises, the Railway Company agrees :— 

(e) To grant and permit to the Telephone Company, the sole and exclusive right 
as against any other company, corporation, person or persons carrying on any telephone 
business, to enter on such business, any office, station, freight shed, building or other 
premises of the Railway Company, and so that no other company, corporation, person 
or persons shal] bring to or place therein any telephone instrument, pole, wire, or 
other appliance for the purpose of doing or carrying on thereon or therein any tele- 
phonic business or communication. 

(f) To allow the Telephone Company and all subscribers thereto to make connec- 
tion and carry on all telephonic communication from or through the central office 
in any city, town or village with railway stations and railway offices in such city, 
town or village, which may be connected with the central office of the Telephone Com- 
pany and to give the Telephone Company and its subscribers all such facilities for 
doing business with the Railway Company as are now usually given by Railway 
companies when connected with the Telephone Company’s exchanges. 

(g) That the-officers, agents and other employees of the Railway Company shalt 
well and carefully use and attend to the instruments to be furnished as above men- 
tioned, and take all reasonable and proper care of the same. 

(h) That the Railway Company, its officers, agents and other employees, shall 
not, either directly or indirectly, and either gratuitously or for money, permit any 
person or persons (other than the said officers, agents, servants, workmen and em- 
ployees) to use the said instruments, and shall not use the said instruments, or perm:t 
the same to be used for any purposes except the business of the Railway Company. 

(i) That the Railway Company shall supply the Telephone Company with annual 
passes over the railway of the said Railway Company between Galt and Hespeler, (1) 
for the president, (2) manager for Ontario, (3) superintendent of construction and 
(4) travelling auditor to be used when engaged in the business of the said Telephone 
Company, and from time to time with such free passes as may be required to pass 
the officers, servants, workmen and employees of the Telephone Company, when en- 
gaged in actual telephone work, in their trains, and over their road, and permit such 
servants, workmen and employees, to carry with them free of charge, such tools, im- 
plements and material as they usually carry, or as may be required for the purposes 
of their work. But shall not include material for the construction of new lines. 

(j) That the said telephonic instruments are and shall continue to be the property 
of the Telephone Company, and are made and used by it under patents which it owns 
or has the right to use. At the expiration of this agreement or on breach or non- 
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fulfilment by the Railway Company of any of the agreements on its part hereinbefore 
contained, the Telephone Company shal] have the right by its officers, servants and 
workmen to enter upon and into the premises of the Railway Company and remove - 
the said instruments, but such removal shall not deprive the Telephone Company of 
any other right or remedy to which it may be entitled by reason of any such breacn 
or non-fulfilment of this agreement. ; 
3. It is hereby declared and agreed by and between the parties hereto :-— 
(zk) That in construing this agreement a wall set of instruments shall be taken 
to consist of,— 
1. One Blake transmitter, 
2. One Bell telephone. 
3. One magneto bridging call bell. 
4, One cell of battery. 
5. One flexible cord. 
6. One backboard and battery box. 


And that a desk set of instruments shall be taken to consist of,— 
1. One Blake transmitter and portable stand. 
2. One Bell telephone. 
3. One bridging extension bell. 
4, One cell of battery. 
5. One flexible cord. 
1. That this agreement shall continue in force and be binding upon the said parties 
for three years from the date hereof. : 
In witness whereof the said parties have caused their respective corporate seals 
to be hereunto affixed under the hands of their proper officers in that behalf. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD., 


By RoBert MacKay, 
Vice-President. 
Martin N. Topp, 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of: President. 
Cuas. P. Scuater, , Wo. H. Lutz, 
Secretary-Treasurer. Secretary. 


Certified correct copy, 
Cuas. P. ScLarer, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Supplementary agreement between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limit- 


-ed, and the Galt, Preston and Hespeler Street Railway Company, Limited, made this 


17th day of March, 1904. 

In addition to the service and equipment provided for in the agreement between 
the said Telephone Company and the said Railway Company, dated the 8th day of 
July, 1902, the said Telephone Company agrees to furnish during and under the terms 
of the said agreement, nine additional Blake Wall telephone sets, three Blake Desk 
telephone sets, three extension bells and one 104 key, and one five point switch for the 
use of the said Railway Company on its private line, the Blake Wall sets to be located 
as follows: Three at Preston, one at Summit, one at Freeport, one at Centreville, two 
at Berlin and one at Waterloo; the Blake Desk sets to be located one at Preston, one 
at Berlin and one at Waterloo; the extension bells to be located one at president’s 
house, one at Preston and one at Berlin; the 104 key at the president’s house; or such 
other points on the Railway Company’s private line that may be necessary for their 
business, the consideration being that the privileges granted to the Telephone Com- 
pany under tne aforesaid agreement shall cover the extension of the Railway Com- 
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pany’s system from Preston to Berlin and Waterloo, during the term of the said 
agreement. 
GALT, PRESTON & HESPELER ST. RY. CO., LTD., 


Martin N. Topp, President, 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD., 
CG. F. Sisz, President 
L. B. M. 
Certified correct copy, 


Cuas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 38.) 


This agreement executed in duplicate at the city of Montreal, in the Province of 
Quebec, this 25th day of July, 1900, by and between the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada, Limited, a body corporate, having its principal office in the said city of Mon- 
treal, hereinafter called ‘The Telephone Company,’ and the Grand Trunk Railway 
Company of Canada, a body corporate, having its principal office in the said city, 
hereinafter called ‘The Railway Company,’ 

Witnesseth :-— ) 

That the said parties have covenanted and agreed as follows :—The Telephone Com- 
pany will furnish to the Railway Company to all points in the Dominion of Canada 
where it may have exchanges, telephone connection between the offices and stations of 
the Railway Company and the exchanges of the Telephone Company free of charge. 
It will also issue to the officials of the Railway Company annual passes or franks, good 
over the L. D. lines of the Telephone Company, and free telephone connection and 
maintain during the term of this contract a local exchange in the head office of the 
Railway Company, Montreal, affording communication between the different offices 
therein, as well as with the local excnange of the Telephone Company in the city of 
Montreal. 

The Railway Company will furnish annual passes to the officials of the Telephone 
Company over its own railway, and lines leased or controlled by said Railway Com- 
pany in Canada, and will furnish free transportation to the employees of the Tele- 
phone Company over said railway lines as may from time to time be requested by the 
president of the Telephone Company. 

The Telephone Company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone in- 
struments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the Rail- 
way Company throughout the Dominion of Canada. 

And each company so far as it may do so properly, without prejudice to its own 
business, grant to the other company, facilities for carrying its wires and lines through 
or over the poles, subways, bridges and other premises on equitable terms to be agreed 
upon, and the Railway Company will not grant similar facilities to any other tele- 
pnone company. 

The number of annual passes or franks, free telephone connections, and extent of 
free transportation, shall be determined from time to time by the general manager of 
the Railway Company and the president of the Telephone Company as the expansion 
of both companies may require, and such annual passes, ete., shall be issued by an offi- 
cial to be designated by each company. 

The number and location of telephones and L. D. franks furnished by the Tele- 
pnone Company and the number and names of parties to whom annual passes and 
quarterly passes have been issued by the Railway Company on the date of making of 
this contract, are as per attached lists, which have-been initialled by both parties 
hereto. 
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This agreement shall remain in force for a period of five years from the date 
hereof, and thereafter subject to one month’s notice in writing from either party to 
the other. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed these presents the day and 
year first above written. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD., 


Per C. F. Sisz, President. 
C. P. Scuarer, Secy.-Treas. 


THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY COMPANY OF CANADA, 


Per Cuas. M. Hays, General Manager, 
Certified correct copy, 
Cuas. P. Scrarer, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 39.) 


This agreement, made in duplicate this nineteenth day of February, 1904, be- 
tween the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, a body corporate, duly incor- 
porated, having its head office and principal place of business in the city of Montreal, 
Province of Quebec, herein acting and represented by Charles Fleetford Sise, its 
president, who for the purposes hereof is duly authorized, hereinafter called the ‘ Tele- 
phone Company,’ party of the first part, and the Grand Trunk Railway Company of 
Canada, for itself and the railways owned, operated or leased by it, hereinafter called 
the ‘Railway Company,’ party of the second part, 


Now this agreement witnesseth :-— 


Whereas, the Railway Company desires to obtain from the Telephone Company 
sets of railway composite for use upon the telegraph wires of the Railway Company, 
as hereinafter provided; 

Now, therefore, it is agreed by the parties hereto as follows :— 

1. The Telephone Company will, as the Railway Company may from time to 
time request :— 

(a) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company in Montreal, Que., for any 
use in the conduct of the business of the Railway Company, as herein provided, sets 
of railway composite, each such set to include a long distance transmitter, standard 
bi-polar receiver, and initial cord, each at an annual rental, when not maintained by 
the Telephone Company, as hereinafter provided for, of $15. 

(6) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company in Montreal, Quebec, the fol- 
lowing apparatus, to be used in connection with the foregoing sets of railway compo- 
Site, at the annual rentals herein specified : Intermediate differentiators for bridging 
out telegraph stations, where no telephones are used, but where through service is 
desired, each at an annual rental of $1; terminal differentiators, each at an annual 
rental of $1. 

(c) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company in Montreal, Que., for any 
use in the conduct of the business of the Railway Company, portable sets of railway 
composite for emergency or train use (number 229), each including extension pole 
for tapping wires between stations and initial extension wire, each at an annual 
rental, when not maintained by the Telephone Company as hereinafter provided, of 
$15. 

(d) Install or maintain, or both install and maintain, any of the foregoing sets 
of railway composite, and any of the foregoing apparatus, at actual cost of the labour 
and materials employed, plus 15 per cent; the charge for such maintenance to be added 
to the rental of such sets of railway composite or of the apparatus used in connection 
therewith, and to be herein treated as a part of such rental. 
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(e) Furnish, or construct, at the request of the Railway Company, upon the pro- 
perty or right of way of the Railway Company any special wiring, to be used in con- 
nection with the foregoing sets of railway composite and any of the foregoing appar- 
atus, at actual cost of labour and materials employed, plus 15 per cent. 

9. All sets of railway composite furnished hereunder shall be located on the pre- 
mises of the Railway Company, or at the residences of its officers, or employees, and 
shall be used only in the conduct of its business as herein provided, upon telegraph 
wires owned by it or leased or furnished to it for the transaction of its business; 
but it is expressly understood that the telegraph wires of the Railway Company, upon 
which such sets of railway composite and apparatus in connection therewith are used, 
shall have no connection with any circuit or wire in the Dominion of Canada upon 
which telephones or telephone apparatus not furnished by the Telephone Company are 
used. And it is further expressly understood that the sets of railway composite and the 
apparatus used in connection therewith are designed for use on grounded telegraph 
wires and shall have no connection with the telephone circuits or wires, or with the 
telephones and apparatus, used in connection with any telephone exchange service. 

3. The Railway Company will :— 

(a) Give at all reasonable hours such access to its premises for furnishing, in- 
stalling, maintaining, inspecting, or removing by the Telephone Company the sets 
of railway composite, wires and apparatus used in connection therewith furnished here- 
under, or contemplated herein, as may be requisite for the purposes of this contract, 
and when required by the Telephone Company, furnish proper right of way upon the 
property or right of way of the Railway Company for all wires to be furnished here- 
under by the Telephone Company. 

(b) Receipt to the Telephone Company for all sets of railway composite, trans- 
mitters, receivers and apparatus furnished hereunder, such receipt to specify the int 
dividual numbers, if any, of such sets of railway composite, transmitters, receivers, 
instruments and apparatus. 

(c) Furnish without charge to the Telephone Company, reasonable facilities re- 
quired by it for the transportation and distribution of materials, tools, and men for 
any use in the construction, reconstruction, maintenance, repair or inspection of any 
apparatus upon said Railway Company’s right of way or coming under this contract. 

(d) Equip at all times with protective devices satisfactory to the Telephone Com- 
pany, which shall be properly maintained by the Railway Company, all sets of railway 
composite, and the apparatus in connection therewith, maintained by the Railway 
Company as herein provided. 

(e) Exercise due diligence in the protection of the property of the Telephone 
Company furnished hereunder, and reimburse the Telephone Company for loss or 
destruction of such property due to the negligence of the employees of the Railway 
Company. 

(f) Return to the Telephone Company, at the expiration or termination of this 
contract all sets of railway composite, transmitters, receivers, or apparatus leased 
hereunder, the Telephone Company removing at its own expense all apparatus: main- 
tained by it. 

4, The Railway Company will not, during the continuance of this contract, use 
in the conduct of its business, within the territory of the Telephone Company, any 
sets of railway composite, or any similar apparatus not furnished by the Telephone 
Company, and no wires, upon which are used sets of railway composite or similar 
apparatus not furnished hereunder, shall have connection with any wires upon which 
are used sets of railway composite or similar apparatus furnished hereunder. No part 
of the sets of railway composite, apparatus used in connection therewith, or materials 
furnished to, or used hereunder by, the Railway Company shall be used for any service 
for which a charge or compensation shall be received by it from any person or cor- 
poration, nor shall any of the sets of railway composite or apparatus used in connection 
therewith be used outside of the territory of the Telephone Company, except that con- 
nection may be made with sets furnished by any of the licensees of the American Bell 
Telephone Company in the United States of America under a similar agreement. 
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5. If at any time during the term of this contract, the Telephone Company furnish 

sets of railway composite and apparatus to any other parties at a lower charge for 
rental than the sums herein specified, then the Telephone Company will reduce the 
rents charged under this contract to the same rates as may be paid by such other 
parties. 
6. The rental for sets of railway composite, and apparatus used in connection 
therewith furnished hereunder, shall begin with the first day of the calendar month 
following the date of installation or delivery thereof, as the case may be, and shall 
continue until the last day of the calendar month in which the Railway Company shall 
return the same to the Telephone Company. No set of railway composite or apparatus 
used in connection therewith shall be discontinued unless a rental therefor shall have 
been paid for at least six months. Rentals hereunder for the sets of railway com- 
posite and apparatus used in connection therewith, shall be payable half yearly. in 
advance beginning with the first day of December, 1903. 

7. It is agreed by and between the parties hereto that, at the expiration of the first 
year, from the date thereof, this agreement shall continue in force until] terminated 
by one month’s notice in writing, given by either party to the other and upon sucia 
termination that the Railway Company will pay to the Telephone Company such pro- 
portion of the yearly charges herein specified as is proportionate to the time for which 
sets of railway composite or apparatus in connection therewith have been used since 
the end of any full year from and after the date hereof. 

Signed in duplicate by the parties hereto on the date first hereinabove written. 


THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY COMPANY OF CAN ADA, 


Cuas. M. Hays. 
Second Vice-President and General Manager. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 
C. F. Sisz, 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of :— President. 


A. Morton. 
C. F. S. Jr. 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of :— 
Cuas. P. Scuater, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Certified correct copy. 
Cuas. P. Scrarsr, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


- (Exhibit No. 40.) 
NovEMBER 27, 1901. 
Great NorTHERN Ratnway Company oF CANADA, 
Guy Toms, Esq., G. F. & P. A., Quebec, Que. 


Dear Sir—Oonfirming the interview we had to-day in reference to placing tele- 
phones in your stations at Joliette, Grand Mere, St. Raymond and Shawenegan. We 
beg to say that we will place these telephones and give local servive in each of the 
exchanges in consideration of your company furnishing us with two linemen’s periodi- 
cal passes, good between Hawkesbury and Quebec. If we understand this agreement 
correctly, we would like to have an acknowledgment and the two passes requested. 

Yours truly, 
Certified correct copy. L. B. McFARLANE, 
CuHaAs. P. ScLATER, General Superintendent. 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
1—c—134 


196 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


(Exhibit No. 41.) 
Tur Brett TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS OFFICE, MONTREAL, JuLy 9, 1902. 


GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY AGREEMENT. 


C. F. Sisz, Esa., 
President. 

Dear Sir,—The arrangement made through Mr. Guy Tombs, G. F. & P. A. of the 
G. N. Ry. Co., for exchange of free telephones and transportation privileges has been 
enlarged by our agreeing to include free telephones at their stations at Hawkesbury 
and Lachute and by toe furnishing of an additional instrument at the ticket office, 
Shawenegan Falls, on the same line as the freight office telephone. The consideration 
given us is four card passes good between all stations on the Great Northern Ry. Co. 
(Hawkesbury and Quebec.) 

Yours truly, 
L. B. McFARLANE, 
General Superintendent. 

Certified correct Copy, 


Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 42.) 

Memorandum of agreement between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, 
Limited, hereinafter called the ‘ Telephone Company,’ of the first part, and the Hamil- 
ton Radial Electric Railway Company, hereinafter called the ‘Railway Company,’ of 
the second part. 

Witnesseth as follows :— 

4. That in consideration of the agreements and stipulations hereinafter contained 
on the part of the Railway Company, *he Telephone Company agrees to furnish forth- 
with to the Railway Company free of all charge by way of rental or otherwise, except 
as below for use at any of its stations or offices, six complete sets of telephone instru- 
ments (as defined below) for $20 each set. 

9. That in consideration of the premises the Railway Company agrees to grant 
and permit forthwith to the Telephone Company the sole and exclusive right, as against 
eny other company, corporation, person or persons carrying on any telephonic business, 
to enter on such business any office, station, freight shed, building, or other premises 
of the Railway Company and there to bring or place telephone instruments, poles, 
wires or otner appliances for the purpose of doing or carrying on therein or thereon 
any telephonic business or communication; and so that and to the end that no other 
company, corporation, person or persons shall bring to such office, station, freight shed, 
building or other premises of the Railway Company or place therein any telephone in- 
strument, pole, wire, or other appliance for the purpose of doing or carrying on there- 
on or therein any telepnonic business or communication. To allow the Telephone 
Company and all subscribers thereto to make connection and carry on all tele- 
phonic communication from or through the central office in any city, town or village 
with railway station and railway offices and other premises of the Railway Company 
in such city, town, or village which may be connected with the central office of the 
Telephone Company and to give the Telepnone Company and its subscribers all such 
facilities for doing business with the Railway Company as are now usually given by 
railway companies when connected with the Telephone Company’s exchanges. 

That the Railway Company, its officers, agents and other employees, shall not 
either directly or indirectly, and either gratuitously or for money, permit any person 
or persons (other than the said officers, agents, servants, workmen and employees) to 
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use the said instruments, and shall not use the said instruments or permit the same to 
be used for any purpose except business of the Railway Company. 

3. It is hereby declared and agreed by and between the parties hereto that in con- 
struing this agreement a set of instruments shall be taken to consist of: one Blake 
transmitter, one Bell telephone, one Magneto bridging call bell, one cell of battery, 
one flexible cord, one backboard and battery box. That this agreement shall continue 
in force and be binding upon the said parties for the period of twenty-one years from 
the date hereof. 

That this agreement shall be read and construed as extending to and binding up- 
on the successors and assigns of the said parties of the first and second parts respec- 
tively. 

In witness whereof the said parties have caused their respective corporate seals to 
be hereunto affixed under the hands of their proper officers in that behalf, this twenty- 
second day of July, 1897. 


THE HAMILTON RADIAL ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY, 
Tuos. E. LeatHer, Mgr. D. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD., 
By C. F. G1se, President. 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of. 
F. H. Watson. 


Certified correct copy, 


Cuas. P. Scuater, 
_ Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 48.) | 

This indenture, made the seventh day of January, one thousand nine hundred 
and one, between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited (hereinafter called 
the Telephone Company), of the first part, and the Hamilton and Dundas Railway 
Company (hereinafter called the Railway Company), of the second part, witnesseth 
that the said parties have agreed and do hereby agree each with the other in manner 
following :— 

1. The Telephone Company shall construct at their own expense a metallic iron 
circuit of Number 12 iron wire for a private line between the Dundas office of the 
Railway Company,on Hatt street, and the Hamilton office, on the corner of Gore and 
James streets, such lines to be erected upon the poles or span wires of the Railway 
Company, and the Telephone Company shall supply the material for such line except 
the attachments for fastening the line wires to the span wires where that may be done 
which are to be furnished by the Railway Company. 

2. The Railway Company shall purchase from the Telephone Company the neces- 
sary instruments to equip the said private line and the Railway Company shall fur- 
nish free transportation to the Telephone Company’s officials and linemen as has been 
done in the past, and shall also carry over the Railway Company’s line all such mater- 
ial (excepting poles) as the Telephone Company shall require for maintenance and 
repair of their lines free of charge. For the purpose of carrying out the agreement 
as to transportation of the Company’s officials and linemen, the Railway Company 
shall supply to the local manager of the Telephone Company at Hamilton and to the 
superintendent of construction of such company annual passes and shall give trip 
passes to the linemen and other officials of the company as the same may be asked for 
by the said local manager or superintendent of construction. 

3. The Telephone Company shall connect the Hamilton Office of the Railway 
Company at the corner of Gore and James streets with its Hamilton exchange, and 
shall connect the Dundas office of the Railway Company above mentioned with its 
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Dundas exchange free of charge, and such. connection with the Hamilton exchange 
shall entitle the Railway Company to the same privileges as the other subscribers to 
the Telephone Company’s Hamilton exchange have, and such connection with the 
Dundas exchange shall entitle the Railway Company to the same privileges as the 
other subscribers to the Telephone Company’s Dundas exchange have. 

4. The railway grants to the Telephone Company free of any charge for rental 
the right to continue their line of poles on the lands and right of way of the Railway 
Company as at present (the Telephone Company to continue on the south side of the 
railway track as at present) and to erect such new poles in addition to or in place of 
any such poles now existing as may be required for the ordinary business of the Tele- 
phone Company, and also the right for the Telephone Company’s officials, linemen, 
workmen and servants to go on the Railway Company’s lands and right of way from 
time to time, and at all times, as may be necessary to inspect, repair, erect or maintain 
the Telephone Company’s lines thereon, provided that any additional poles shall be 
erected under the supervision of the manager of the Railway Company. 

5. This agreement shall continue for the period of ten years from the date thereof. 


In witness whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their corporate seals. 


Signed, sealed and delivered and countersigned by 
C. F. SIsz, 


President of the Bell Telephone Company of Canada (Ltd.), in the presence of 
Cuas. P. ScLaATER, 


Signed, sealed and delivered and countersigned by 
JOHN DICKENSON, 


President of the Hamilton and Dundas Railway Company, in the presence ot 
M. MurGatuyp. 


Certified correct copy. 


Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 44). 


Memorandum of agreement made this 29th day of July, one thousand nine hund- 
red and three, between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, of the first 
part, and the Michigan Central Railroad Company, of the second part, witnesseth 
that in consideration of the undertakings hereinafter made, 

1. The said Telephone Company agrees to furnish, during the period of one year 
from the ist day of July, 1908, thirty-five telephone instruments, located as per at- 
tached list, forming part of this agreement. 

2. And the said Railroad Company agrees to pay to the Telephone Company the 
sum of three hundred and seventy dollars ($370) in cash, in monthly payments of 
$30.83, on the first day of each month during the said period, the first payment to be 
made on the first day of August, 1903; and also agrees with the Telephone Company 
to give transportation to an amount not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200) during 
the said year, by the issue of mileage books, such mileage books to be issued from time 
to time on the written request of the president of the Telephone Company, addressed 
to the general superintendent of the Railroad Company at Detroit, Michigan; each 
such request shall refer to this contract. 

3. It is mutually agreed that the mileage travelled or telephone service given, in 
excess of that hereinbefore provided for, shall be paid for at the regular rates of the 
parties hereto. 
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In witness whereof the parties heréto have executed this contract. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 
By Cuas. P. Scuarer, Sec.-Treas. 


THE MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPAN a 


By R. H. L’Homnoprav. 
O-PS ear. 


Certified correct copy. 
Cuas. P. Scuater. 


MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Instruments Covered by Contract. 
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Montreal, July 21, 1903. 
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It is hereby mutually agreed that the within contract, bearing date July 29th, 
1903, between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, and the Michigan 
Central Railroad Company, with respect to telephone service, shall remain in force 
for the period of one year from the first day of July, 1904. 


Dated, June 30th, 1904. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 
By C. F. Sisz, President. 


THE MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY, 
By R. H. L’Homnpsau, General Manager, 
Certified correct copy. 


Cuas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 45.) 

This agreement, made in duplicate this thirtieth day of October, 1903, between 
the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, a body corporate duly incorporated, 
having its head office and principal place of business in the city of Montreal, Province . 
of Quebec, herein acting and represented by Charles Fleetford Sise, its president, who 
for the purposes hereafter is duly authorized, hereinafter called the ‘ Telephone Com- 
pany,’ party of the first part, and the Michigan Central Railroad Company for itself 
and the railroads owned, operated or leased by it, hereinafter called the ‘ Railroad 
Company,’ party of the second part. 

Now this agreement witnesseth :— 

Whereas, the Railroad Company desires to obtain from the Telepnone Company 
sets of railway composite for use upon the telegraph wires of the Railroad Company, 
as hereinafter provided, 

Now, therefore, it is agreed by the parties hereto as follows :-— 

1. The Telephone Company will, as the Railroad Company may from time to 
time request :— 

(a) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company in St. Tnomas, Ontario, for 
any use in the conduct of the business of the Railroad Company, as herein provided, 
sets of railroad composite, each such set to include a long-distance transmitter, stan- 
dard bi-polar receiver, and initial cord, each at an annual rental, when not main- 
tained by the Telephone Company, as hereinafter provided for, of $15. 

(b) Furnish at the office of the Telephone Company in St. Thomas, Ontario, the 
following apparatus, to be used in connection with the foregoing sets of railway com- 
posite, at the annual rentals herein specified: intermediate differentiators for bridg- 
ing out telegraph stations, where no telephones are used, but where through service is 
desired, each at an annual rental of $1. 

Terminal differentiators, each at an annual rental of $1. 

(c) Furnish at the office of the Telepnone Company in St. Thomas, Ontario, for 
any use in the conduct of the business of the Railroad Company, portable sets of rail- 
way composite for emergency or train use (Number 229), each including extension 
pole for tapping wires between stations and initial extension wire, each at an annual 
oe when not maintained by the Telephone Company as hereinafter provided, of 

15, 

(d) Install or maintain, or both install and maintain, any of the foregoing sets 
of railway composite, and any of the foregoing apparatus, at actual cost of the labour 
and materials employed, plus 15 per cent, the cnarge for such maintenance to be 
added to the rental of such sets of railway composite or of the apparatus used in con- 
nection therewith, and to be herein treated as a part of such rental. 
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(e) Furnish, or construct, at the request of the Railroad Company upon the 

property or right of way of the Railroad Company any special wiring, to be used in 
connection with the foregoing sets of railway composite and any of the foregoing ap- 
paratus, at actual cost of labour and materials employed, plus 15 per cent. 
2. All sets of railway composite furnisned hereunder shall be located on the prem- 
ises of the Railroad Company, or at the residences of its officers, or employees, and shall 
be used only in the conduct of its business, as hezein provided, upon telegraph wires 
owned by it, or leased or furnished to it for the transaction of its business; but it is 
expressly understood that the telegraph wires of the Railroad Company, upon which 
such sets of railway composite and apparatus in connection therewith are used shall 
have no connection with any circuit or wire in the Dominion of Canada upon which 
telephones or telephone apparatus not furnished by the Telephone Company are used. 
And it is further expressly understood that the sets of railway composite and the ap- 
paratus used in connection therewith are designed for use on grounded telegraph wires 
and shall have no connection with the telephone circuit or wires, or with the telephones 
and apparatus, used in connection with any telephone exchange service. 

3. The Railroad Company will:— 

(a) Give at all reasonable hours such access to its premises for furnishing, in- 
stalling, maintaining, inspecting, or removing by the Telephone Company the scts of 
railway composite, wires and apparatus used in connection therewith furnished here- 
under, or contemplated herein, as may be requisite for the purposes of this contract, 
and when required by the Telephone Company furnish proper right of way upon the 
property or right of way of the Railroad Company for all wires to be furnished here- 
under by the Telephone Company. : 

(b) Receipt to the Telephone Company for all sets of railway composite, trans- 
mitters, receivers and apparatus furnisned hereunder, such receipt to specify the in- 
dividual numbers, if any, of such sets of railway composite, transmitters, receivers, 
instruments and apparatus. . 

(c) Furnish without charge to the Telephone Company, reasonable facilities re- 
quired by it for the transportation and distribution of materials, tools, and men for 
any use in tne construction, reconstruction, maintenance, repair or inspection of any 
apparatus upon said Railroad Company’s right of way or coming upder this contract. 

(d) Equip at all times with protective devices satisfactory to the Telephone Com- 
pany, which shall be properly maintained by the Railroad Company, all sets of railway 
composite, and the apparatus in connection therewith, maintained’ by the Railroad 
Company as herein provided. 

(e) Exercise due diligence in the protection of the property of the Telepnone Com- 
pany furnished hereunder, and reimburse the Telephone Company for loss or destruc- 
tion of such property due to negligence of the employees of the Railroad Company. 

(f) Return to the Telephone Committee, at the expiration or termination of this 
contract, all sets of railway composite, transmitters, receivers, or apparatus leased 
hereunder, the Telephone Company removing at its own expense all apparatus main- 
tained by it. 

4. The Railroad Company will not, during the continuance of this contract, use 
in the conduct of its business, within the territory of the Telephone Company, any 
sets of railway composite, or any similar apparatus not furnished by the Telephone 
Company, and no wires, upon which are used sets of railway composite or similar 
apparatus not furnished hereunder, shall have connection with any wires upon whica 
are used sets of railway composits or similar apparatus furnished hereunder. 

No part of the sets of railway composite, apparatus used in connection therewith, 
or materials furnished to, or used hereunder by, the Railroad Company shall be used 
for any service for which a charge or compensation shall be received by it from any 
person or corporation, nor shall any of the sets of railway composite or apparatus 
used in connection therewith be used outside of the territory of the Telephone Com- 
pany, except that connection may be made with sets furnished by any of the licensees 
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of the American Bell Telephone Company in the United States of America under a 
similar agreement. 

5. The rental for sets of railway composite, and apparatus. used in connection 
therewith furnished hereunder, shall begin with the first day of the calendar month 
following the date of installation or delivery thereof, as the case may be, and shall 
continue until the last day of the calendar month in which the Railroad Company 
shal] return the same to the Telephone Company. No set of railway composite o: 
apparatus used in connection therewith shall be discontinued unless a rental therefor 
shall have been paid for at least six months. Rentals hereunder for the sets of rail- 
way composite, and apparatus used in connection theréwith, shall be payable half- 
yearly in advance, beginning with the first day of November, 1903. ; 

6. It is agreed by and between the parties hereto, that, at the expiration of the 
first year, from the date thereof, this agreement shall continue in force until ter- 
minated by one month’s notice in writing, given by either party to the other and upon 
such termination that the Railroad Company will pay to the Telephone Company such 
proportion of the yearly charges herein specified as is proportionate to the time for 
which sets of railway composite or apparatus in connection therewith have been used 
since the end of any full year from and after the date hereof. 

Signed in duplicate by the parties hereto on the date first hereinakove written. 


S. P. HUTCHINSON, 
General Superintendent. 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of :— 


J. A. WILLIAMS. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 
OC. F. SIsE, 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence f:— President. 
Ouas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Certified correct copy. 


Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-T reasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 46.) wee 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. LIMITED, 


District SUPERINTENDENTS OFFICE, MontreEA, July 3, 1900. 
T. J. LarocquE, Esq., 
New York and Ottawa Railway, Russell, Ont. 


Dear Sin —wWe have your favour of the 28th ult., and ‘nr reply to same beg io 
inform you that this company will accept, proposition to furnish one lineman with 
transportation over your railway, between Cornwall and Russell, and in consideration 
of which we will place a telephone in the railway station, with free communication 
with that agency only,—regular tariff charges to all points beyond the Russell 
« <change. 

We ure also to have permission to use a few of your poles from the road, to enable 
us to reach the station premises. 

If the conditions are satisfactory, please forward to this office, an annual pass 
for one lineman,—and on receipt of same we will immediately arrange to have the 
telephone placed as desired. 

Yours truly, : 
Certified correct copy. W. J. GILMOUR, 
Cuas. P. SCLATER, Dist. Supt. E.D. 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
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NEW YORK AND OTTAWA RAILROAD. 


RUSSELL, Onr., Station, July 21, 1900 
W. J. Gitmovur, Esq., 


District Superintendent, Montreal, Que., 
Dear Sir,—Yours of the 3rd and conditions therein to install a ’phone in this 
office has been accepted by Railway Company. 
I herewith enclose annual pass No. 725 for which please acknowledge prompt 
receipt. 
As per yours of same date *phone is to be immediately set up. 
Yours truly, 


: ; F. J. LAROCQUE, 
Agent. 
Certified correct copy. 
Cuas. P. Scuater, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 48.) 
OTTAWA AND NEW YORK RAILWAY. 


Henry W. Gays, 
President and General Manager, 
Ortawa, Ont., Sept. 30, 1903. 
W. J. Gimour Esgq,, 
District Superintendent, Bell Telephone Co., 
Montreal, Que. 
Dear Sir,—Am in receipt of your letter of September 16, addressed to My. 
Phillips. 
It would be agreeable to this company for you to install a telephone at Crysler on 
the terms as indicated by you. 
Yours truly, 
H. W. GAYS, 
Gencral Manager. 
Certified correct copy, 
Cuas. P. Scuater, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 49.) 
Montreau, September 16, 1903. 
Mr. Puinurps, ‘ 
Passenger Agent, New York and Ottawa Ry., 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Dear Sir,—We have received a request from your patrons at Orysler to approach 
you in connection with the installation of a telephone in your station at that place 
and we have informed them that you would be communicated with. 

We would be pleased to place an instrument, provided you would agree to oc 
casionally issue a trip pass to points on your railway for our employees, in addition to 
the annual pass now in use by our repairers. 
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Should you approve of this proposition, we will agree to install a telephone with- 
out charge in your Crysler station for the benefit of your patrons. 
Kindly let me hear from you on the subject. 
Yours truly, 
W. J. GILMOUR, 
Dist. Supt. E. D. 


Certified correct copy, 


Cuas. P. ScoLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 50.) 


This agreement executed in duplicate this tenth day of February, nineteen hund- 
red and four, between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, a body cor- 
porate, duly incorporated, having its principal office in the city of Montreal, herein- 
after called the ‘ Telephone Company,’ herein acting and represented by Charles Fleet- 
ford Sise, its president, party of the first part, and the Quebec Southern Railway Com- 
pany, a body corporate, duly incorporated, having its principal office in the city of 
Montreal, hereinafter called the ‘ Railway Company,’ herein acting and represented by 
H. A. Hodge, Esquire, its president, party of the second part. 


Witnesseth :— 

That the said parties have covenanted and agreed as fo]Jows :— 

The Telephone Company agrees to furnish free of all charge by way of rental or 
otherwise, 1 long-distance wall style telephone set located in the office of the general 
manager of the Railway Company, in the Board of Trade Building, Montreal, Que.; 1 
long-distance wall style telephone set located in the office of the agent of the Railway 
Company at Sorel, Que.; 2 long-distance wall style telephone sets, one located in the 
residence, and the other located in the office of the superiutendent of the Railway Com- 
pany at St. Hyacinthe, Que. 

One long distance wall style telephone set, located in the station of the Railway 
Company, at Iberville, Quebec, including local exchange service on the business of 
the Railway Company at the respective exchanges through and by means of the afore- 
said telephone sets. 

The Railway Company agrees to furnish to the Telephone Company, free of 
charge, annual passes over the lines owned or controlled by the Railway Company, in 
favour of the following officials :-— 


CO. F. Sise, President. 

L. B. McFarlane, General Superintendent. 

CO. F. Sise, jr., Asst. Genl. Superintendent. 

W. J. Gilmour, District Superintendent E. D. 

W. H. Winter, Superintendent of Construction, E. Dp: 
D. J. Rayside, Asst. Supt. Construction, E. D. 
Six—One lineman, trip passes. 


and such other trip passes over aforesaid railway lines as may from time to time be 
required for officers or employees of the Telephone Company engaged upon telephone 
business. 

To grant to the Telephone Company, the right of placing telephone instruments, 
wires and apparatus, in all stations, and offices of the Railway Company. 

It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall remain in furce for a period of 
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one year, and yearly thereafter, unless discontinued by notice in writing by either 
party to the other, thirty days in advance of the expiration of any such yearly term. 
In witness whereof, the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and seals. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CAN ADA, LIMITED, 
C. F. Sisz, 


President. 
Countersigned. 


Cuas. P. ScLater, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


” QUEBEC SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY, 


By H. A. Hones, President. 
Signed, sealed and delivered, in the presence of :— 
| C..B. Hipparp, 
Certified correct copy. 
Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 51.) 517. 


SC. JANUARY 28th, 1905. 


W. J. Farsar, Esq., 

D.S., Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Sir,—For some time we have tried to arrange with the Quebec and Lake 
St, John Railway for permission to place a telephone in their station at St. Ray- 
mond. ‘The terms they asked were unreasonable, but finally we have secured this right 
in return for one free telephone in Quebec and an agreement to write off accounts for 
L.D. messages between Quebec and St. Raymond not exceeding $1 per month ani 
only when this use is necessitated by their telegraph lines being interrupted. 

Will you please arrange to place a L. D. telephone in this station as soon as pos- 
sible, and have the district manager notify our subscribers of the arrangement, and 
if possible secure new business on the strength of it. 

The above arrangement is in force until the 1st of January, 1906. 

Your truly, 


OC. F. SISE, jr. 
Asst. General Supt. 
Pie AD: 
Cees: 


Certified correct copy. 


Cuas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-l'reasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 52). 


This agreement executed in duplicate at the city of Montreal, in the Province of 
Quebec, this seventeenth day of Derember, 1898, by and between the Bell Telephone 
Company of Canada, Limited, a body corporate, having its principal office in the said 
city, hereinafter called the Telephone Company, acting herein and represented by 
Charles F. Sise, its president, of the one part, and the St. Lawrence and Adirondack 
Railway Company, a vody corporate, having its principal office in the said city, here- 
after called the Railway Company, acting herein and represented by W. Seward Web}, 
its president, and Frank G. Smith, its secretary, of the other part: 

Witnesseth: that the said parties have covenanted and agreed as follows,—That 
Telephone Company will furnish to the Railway Company at all points in the Domin- 
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ion of Canada where it may have exchanges, telephone connections between the 
offices and stations of the Railway Company and the exchanges of the Telephone 
Company free of charge. It will also issue to the officials of the Railway Company 
annual passes good over the trunk lines of the Telephone Company, and free telephone 
exchange connection ; 

The Railway oaxpaniy will furnish annual passes to the officials of the Telephone 
Company over its own lines and lines leased or controlled by the said Railway Com- 
pany and will also furnish free transportations to the employees of the Telephone 
Company over said lines. 

The Telephone Company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone in- 
struments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the 
Railway Company throughout the Dominion of Canada. And each company, so far as 
it may properly do so without prejudice to its business, grants to the other company 
facilities for carrying its wires and lines through or over the poles, subways, bridges 
and other premises on equitable ters to ‘be agreed upon. And the Railway Company 
will not grant similar facilities to any other telephone company. 

The number of annual passes, free telephone communication and eine of free 
transportation shall be determined, from time to time, by the president of the Rail- 
way Company and the president of the Telephone Company, as the expansion of both 
companies may require. And suci annual passes, &e., shall be issued by an official 
to be designated by each company. 

All existing arrangements between the two companies for services and facilities 
shall terminate at the end of the terms for which payment has already been made. 

The present agreement shall remain in force until terminated by either company 
by its giving to the other company, in writing, sixty days notice of its intention to 
terminate it. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto appended our respective seals and signatures. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 


By . 
Cuas, P. ScLATER, : C. EF. SIss, 
Secretary-Treasurer ost President. 
“ST. LAWRENCE AND ADIRONDACK RAILWAY COMPANY, 
Attest: By 
Frank G. SMITH, W. S. WEss, 
Secretary. President. 


Certified correct copy. 


Cuas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 53.) 


This agreement, executed in duplicate on the sixteenth day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, between the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada, Limited, .a body corporate, having its principal office in the city of Montreal, 
in the Province of Quebec, hereafter called ‘the Telephone Company,’ of the first 
part, and the Thousand Islands Railway Company, hereinafter called ‘the Railway 
Company,’ of the second part, witnesseth that the said parties have covenanted and 
agreed as follows :— 


The Telephone Company will furnish to the Railway Company, free of charge, 
three (3) telephone connections with the exchanges of the ‘lelephone Company, at 
such railway offices and stations as may be designated by the Railway Company. 

And the Telephone Company will furnish to the Railway Company, at one-half 
the Telephone Company’s current exchange annual rates in the town of Gananoque, 
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any additional telephones required for the officials of the Railway Company in the 
town of Gananoque, not exceeding two (2) in the aggregate, and located within one- 
half mile of the exchange; all additional instruments and extra mileage to be paid 
for at regular rates. 

The Railway Company will furnish annual passes to the officials of the Telephone 
, Company over its own lines and lines leased or controlled by it, and will also furnish 
free transportation to the employees of the Telephone Company over the said lines. 

The Telephone Company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone in- 
struments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the 
said Railway Company—except wires and instruments owned by the Railway Com- 
pany, and excepting the contract between the Thousand Islands Railway Company 
and the North American Telegraph Company—and each company, so far as it may 
properly do so, without prejudice to its own business, grants to the other company 
facilities for carrying its wires and lines through or over the poles, subways, bridges 
and other premises, on equitable terms to be agreed upon; and the Railway Company 
will not grant similar facilities to any other Telephone Company, except as herein- 
before mentioned. 

It is understood that the telephone service herein referred to shall be furnished 
by means of the Telephone Company’s standard instruments, which consist of a Blake 
transmitter, Bell telephone and Magneto bell, properly mounted on backboards, ready 
for use. 

All existing arrangements between the companies to this agreement, for services 
and facilities, shall terminate at the end of the terms for which payment is due or 
has already been made. 

This agreement shall remain in force for three years from the date hereof, and 
thereafter until terminated by six months’ previous notice in writing, from either 
party, of its intention to terminate the same. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto appended our respective seals and signatures. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE CO. OF CANADA, LTD. 


C. F. Sisz, 
President; 


THE THOUSAND ISLANDS RAILWAY CO. 


C. A. MiLLeneEr, per R. ©. Carrer, 
General Manager. 


Certified correct copy. 


Cuas. P. ScLaTER, | 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 54.) 


This agreement, made this 18th day of August, one thousand nine hundred and 
two, between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, hereinafter called the 
‘Telephone Company,’ of the first part, and the Tilsonburg, Lake Erie and Pacific 
Railway Company, hereinafter called the ‘Railway Company,’ of the second part. 
Witnessetin :— 

. That in consideration of the agreements and stipulations hereinafter contained 
on the part of the Railway Company, the Telephone Company agrees :-— 

(a) To furnish, install, and maintain in good order and repair, the following tele- 
phone instruments and apparatus in the premises of the Railway Company, Viz. : 1 
L. D. wall set in the station at Port Burwell, Ont., 1 L. D. wall set in the station at 
Vienna, Ont., 1 L.D. wall set in the station at Straffordville, Ont., 1 L. D. wall set in 
the station at Eden, Ont., 1 L. D. wall set in the station at Ingersoll, Ont., u L, Dz. 
wall set in the station at Mount Elgin, Ont., 1 L. D. wall set in the station at Tilson- 
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burg, Ont., 1 L. 1). wall set in the station at (G.T.R. loop line) at Tilsonburg, Ont., and 
any additional L. D. wall sets in railway stations or other premises on aforesaid right 
of way at an annual rental of ten dollars ($10) per set. 

1. Specification No. 47, switchboard in the railway station at Tilsonburg and any 
additional Specification No. 47 switchboards, in railway stations or other premises on 
aforesaid right of way, at an annual rental of five dollars ($5.) 

2. Bridging extension bells in the railway station at Tilsonburg, and any addi- 
tional bridging extension bells, at an annual rental of two dollars per bell. 

All payable annually in advance. 

(b) That after aforesaid instruments and apparatus have been installed for a 
period of one year, the Railway Company, may order their removal, or shall have the 
right to purcnase aforesaid instruments and apparatus, at the Telephone Company’s 
then current prices, upon written notice to the Telephone Company, six months in ad- 
vance of its desire to remove or purchase, and upon payment of rental charged to 
date of such removal or purchase. In the event of such sale being made by the Tele- 
phone Company, the maintenance and repairs of aforesaid instruments and apparatus 
shall, after date of purchase, be made by, or at the expense of the Railway Company. 

(c) To grant and permit to the Railway Company, all such free connections by 
means of Telephone Company’s lines between the Telephone Company’s exchange at 
Tilsonburg and the station of the Railway Company at Tilsonburg, and also between 
the Telephone Company’s exchange at Ingersoll and the Railway Company’s station 
at. Ingersoll, as may reasonably be required for the purposes of the Railway Company’s 
business. 

(d) To furnish to the Railway Company, install, and keep in good order and re- 
pair, free of all charges by way of rental or otherwise, one L. D. desk telephone set in 
the residence of Mr. C. C. L. Wilson, in the town of Ingersoll, Ontario, in connection 
with the Railway Company’s private line; one L. D. desk telephone set in the resi- 
dence of Mr. John H. Teall, in the town of Tilsonburg, Ontario, and to grant and per- 
mit exchange service by means of Telephone Company’s lines between said telephone 
set and the subscribers of the Telepnone Company at Tilsonburg, Ontario. 

9. That in consideration of the premises the Railway Company agrees :— 

(e) To grant and permit the Telephone Company the sole and exclusive right as 
against any other company, corporation, person or persons carrying on any telephone 
business, to enter any office, station, freight-shed, building, or other premises of the 
Railway Company, and so that no other company, corporation, person or persons shall 
bring to, or place therein, any telephone instrument, pole, wire or other appliance for 
the purpose of doing, or carrying on thereon or therein any telephonic business or com- 
munication. 

(f) To grant and permit the Telephone Company, the sole and exclusive right 
as against any other telepnone or electric light company to occupy the Railway Com- 
pany’s right of way between Port Burwell and Ingersoll, and any further extensions 
which the Railway Company may make to aforesaid right of way for the purpose of 
erecting thereon a telephone line or lines. 

(g) That its officers, agents, and other employees shall well and carefully use and 
attend to the instruments furnished under this agreement, and take all reasonable 
and proper care of the same. 

(h) That its officers, agents and other employees shall not either directly or in- 
directly or either gratuitiously, or for money, permit any person or persons not in the 
employ of the Railway Company to use said instruments. 

(i) To confine the use of aforesaid instruments connected to aforesaid private 
line, to the business of the Railway Company. 

(j) Not to attach or permit any instrument or attachments to be connected to 
aforesaid private line of instruments, except as provided for in this agreement, without 
the permission of the Telephone Company. 

(k)To furnish to the Telephone Company, its officers, agents or other employees, 
free transportation upon its railway between Port Burwell and Ingersoll and upon 
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future extensions tnereto when engaged upon the business of the Telephone Company, 
and to permit such officers, agents or other employees to carry with them, free of 
charge, such tools and material as_ they usually carry, or as may be required for the 
purposes of their work, and to transport free of charge, all tools, materials, &c., neces- 
sary for the construction of the Telephone Company’s line to be erected upon the Rail- 
way Company’s right of way. \ 

(1) That the aforesaid telephonic instruments and apparatus leased to the Railway 
Company under this agreement, are, and shall continue to be the property of the Tele- 
phone Company, and at the expiration of this agreement, or on breach, or non-fulfil- 
ment by the Railway Company of any of the agreements on its part hereinbefore con- 
tained, the Telephone Company shall upon written notice to the Railway Company 
six months in advance of its intention to do so, have the right by its officers, servants 
and workmen to enter upon, and into the premises of the Railway Company and re- 
move the said instruments, but such removal shall not deprive the Telephone Company 
of any other right or remedy to which it may be entitled, by reason of any such breach 
or non-fulfilment of this agreement. . 


3. It is hereby declared and agreed by and between the parties hereto :— 


(m) That in construing this agreement, a wall set of instruments shall be taken 
to consist of: 1 L. D. transmitter, 1 bi-polar telephone, 1-1000 ohm bridging magneto, 
3 cells of dry battery, 1 flexible cord, 1 backboard and battery box, and that a desk set 
of instruments shall be taken to consist of: 1 L. D. transmitter, 1 portable stand, 1 
bi-polar telephone, 1-1000 ohm bridging extension bell cells of dry battery, and 1 
flexible cord. 


(n) That this agreement in all its parts, except as provided for in clauses ‘b’ 
and ‘c¢,’ shall continue in force, and be binding upon said parties, for a period of fif- 
teen years from date hereof. 


In witness whereof the said parties have caused their respective corporate seals to 
be hereunto affixed, under the hands of their proper officers in that behalf. 


Signed with the corporate seal of the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limit- 
ed: 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CAIN ADAL PDs 
Rosert Mackay, V.-President. 
In the presence of, 
Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Signed with the corporate seal of the Tilsonburg, Lake Erie and Pacific Railway 
Company: 
JOHN CHARLTON, 


President. 
In the presence of. 


Tuos. JENKINS, 
Secretary. 


Certified correct copy, 


Cuas. P. Scuater, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
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(Exhibit No. 55.) 
Subject :—Extension of contract. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. 
PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, MONTREAL, December 18, 1904. 
E. FisHer, Esq., 

General Superintendent, T. H. & B. Ry., Montreal. 

Dear Sir,—Referring to our conversation of this morning; we will, for one year 
from January 1, 1905, furnish to the Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo Railway Com- 
pany, exchange service as at present existing, and on the existing terms; and will 
when required, furnish four additional exchange sets at half rates. We will also 
furnish books of franks tu three officers of the railway, as may be designated by you. 

The Railway Company will furnish annual passes to the officials of the Telephone 
Company over its own lines and lines leased or controlled by it, and free transportation 
to the employees of the Telephone Company over said lines; and will also carry free 
of charge the freight business of the Telephone Company, both local and through 
over the said lines; the value of such free freight and passenger business not to exceed 
the value at regular rates, of the telephone service furnished hereunder, 

Please let me have a formal acknowledgement of your acceptance of these terms. 

We overlooked the fact that the ri ht of way which was referred to in our con- 
versation, is already provided for under the contract of July 18, 1908, which was made 
for five years. 

Yours truly, 
oO. F. SISE, 


President. 
Certified correct copy. 


Cuas. P. SCLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 56.) 
TORONTO, HAMILTON AND BUFFALO RAILWAY COMPANY. 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFIcE, Hamitton, January 6, 1905. 


Subject :—Contract, 


Mr. C. F. SISE, 


President, Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Montreal, Que. 

Dear Sir,—I have your letter of the 30th instant, in regard to extension of con- 
tract between our respective companies, for one year from January 1, 1905. 

I take pleasure in accepting on the part of the Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo 
Railway Company the offer contained in your letter. Will you please have the long 
distance franks issued as follows :— 

FE. Fisher, general superintendent. 

F. F. Backus, general freight and passenger agent. 

George W. Holmes, purchasing agent, 

With best wishes. 
I am, yours very truly, 
E. FISHER, 

EF. C. General Supt. 
Certified correct copy. 

Cuas. P. SCLATER, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 211 


APPENDIX No. 1 


(Exhibit No. 57.) 
THE WABASH RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Burrato, N.Y., February 12th, 1900. 
Mr. C. F. Sis, 
President, Bell Telephone Company of Canada, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir,—Complying with your favour of February 9th, I give you below the 
names of the two representatives of our company for whom I desire telephone franks : 
Mr. T. L. Cochrane, travelling freight agent, and Mr. J. A. Richardson, district pas- 
senger agent. 

I beg to advise that we honour Grand Trunk passes on our trains at the present 
time, and if at any time our management should decide to discontinue the honouring 
of Grand Trunk annuals on our trains, I will advise you and arrange for furnishing 
Wabash annuals for those who desire to use our trains. 

Kindly arrange to have the telephones put in our trainmaster’s home and our 
general foreman’s office, St. Thomas, as per my former letter. 

: Yours truly, 
A. E. ROBBINS, 
Superintendent. 
Certified correct copy. 
Cuas. P. ScuaTer, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


(Exhibit No. 58.) 
Subject :—Exchange of facilities. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. 


PRESIDENT’s OFFICE, Monrreat, 14th February, 1900. 
The Wabash Railway Company, : 
. A. E. Robbins, Esq., Supt., Buffalo Division, 
Buffalo, N.Y. 

Dear Sir,—I have yours of the 12th instant, and have given instructions to have 
instruments placed in the trainmaster’s house, and the general foreman’s office, St. 
Thomas; and hand you herewith books of franks for T. L. Cochrane, travelling freight 
agent, and Mr. J. A. Richardson, district passenger agent. 

Yours truly, 
C. F. SISE, 
President. 
Certified correct copy. 
Cuas. P. Scuater, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


List of shareholders of the Bell Telephone Company aa to April 1, 1905, also filed 


and marked. 
(Exhibit No. 59.) 


Mr. Maciean.—Mr. Chairman, would you mind reading the letter addressed to Mr. 
McFarlane, asking for other documents ? 

Mr. Cascrain.—Would you allow me to put in evidence, or rather to make the state- 
ment, in regard to some other contracts also. Here is a letter which has been received 
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from Mr. McFarlane. He says that he includes ‘ certified copies’ of all agreements with 
railways in Canada for telephone facilities. Of course, they are in addition to these- 
hundreds of cases where railways have signed ordinary subscribers’ leases for telephones 
at current rates, to which I suppose the summons does not refer. 


‘There are no contracts between this company, the Northern Electrie and 
Manufacturing Company, the American Bell Telephone Company, the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, and the Western Electric Company, in regard to the 
use by the two first-named companies of the patents controlled by the last-named com- 
panies, this company making use only of its own Canadian patents, of which it has over 
200, and of which I inclose a list showing original date and date of termination.’ 


This is a letter from Mr. Sclater, secretary-treasurer of the company. Then. 
would the committee allow me to state that since the committee was appointed Mr. Sise 
was cabled to—he was then on his way to Italy—and as soon as he arrived in Italy he 
immediately retraced his steps and is now on his way back to Canada and will be here 
on the 19th or 20th of this month. I might say that Mr. Sise, whom you know is the 
president and general manager of the company, is probably the only person at present. 
who could give this committee all the information that it desires to uave in regard to 
the affairs of the company, its subscribers, shareholders and its dealing with the publie 
in general. He will be here, as I say, the 19th or 20th of this month. Now, as regards 
the copies which we have produced berore the committee, I may say that at any time 
when the committee so desires, either an officer or an employee of the company will be 
sent up here with the originals, so that they may be compared by the clerk or by any- 
body whom the committee wishes to appoint for that purpose. 


Mr. Mactean.—Mr. Caserain, that letter does not refer, as I understand it, to the 
request of the committee, addressed to the Bell Telephone Committee for the productiop 
of the original agreement between the old Bell Company and the current company and 
the present company, in regard to the occupation of the Canadian field and the share 
each had in the occupation of that field. 


Mr. Cascrain.—Well, I did not read the subpeena in that way. 
Mr. Maciean.—All right; I thought it was clearly set forth. 


Mr. Casaraww.—I say to the committee very frankly that we have offered to pro- 
duce everything that is in our possession, and we have no desire to hide anything. If 
there is anything more that the committee wishes to call for we will produce it with 
the greatest pleasure. I do not think this was called for by the subpoena which was 
served upon the company. If you will allow me I will read what was called for. I will 
read over the enumeration of the documents and that will tell whether I am right or not- 


(Reads subpcena.) 


‘L. B. McFaruae, Esq., 
‘General Superintendent, 
‘The Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, Ltd., 
‘Montreal, Que. 


‘Take Notice, that you are hereby summoned and required to appear at Ottawa op 
Tuesday next, the eleventh day of April, at 11 o’clock a.m. in Committee Room No. 30. 
and give evidence before the Select Standing Committee of the House of Commons op 
Telephone Systems, and that you bring with you and then and there produce certified 
copies of all agreements existing between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada and 
the railway companies of Canada, setting forth the conditions under which telephone 
facilities are supplied by the first-named company; also certified copies of all agree- 
ments between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, the Northern Electric Com 
pany, the American Bell Telephone Company, the American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company and the Western Electric Company, in regard to the use by the two first- 
named companies of the patents controlled by the three last-named companies; also 
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particulars showing which of the patents enumerated in the before-mentioned agree- 
ment have lapsed, and what patents now used by the Bell Telephone Company or the 
Northern Electric Company are still in existence; also a list of the stockholders in the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada, with particulars of their holdings.’ 


Now, with the exception of ‘ certified copies of all agreements between the Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada, the Northern Electric Company, the American Bell 
Telephone Company, the American Telephone and Telegraph Company and the West- 
ern Telegraph Company in regard to the use by the two first-named companies of the 
patents controlled by the three last-named companies,’ everything has been produced- 

Mr. LarLeur.—There are no such contracts. | 

Mr. Cascrain.—There are no such contracts in existence, They were not men- 
tioned here in the second sentence (reading): ‘also certified copies of all agreements 
between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, the Ncrthern Electric Company, 
the American Bell Telephone Company, &e.’ As Mr. Sclater states in his letter, 
‘this company (the Bell Telephone Company) making use only of its own Canadian 
patents, of which it has over 200, and of which I inclose a list.’ 

The Cuaiman.—You think Mr. Sise will be in Canada on the 19th of this month? 

Mr. Cascraiv.—On the 19th or 20th. He is on the ocean—he is on his way out. 

The Cuairman.—He is coming to Montreal? 

Mr. Cascrain.—Yes; he sailed from Italy as soon as he got the cablegram recall- 
ing him. 

Mr. Mactran.—Mr. Sise was cognizant of the original communications in con- 
nection with the establishment of the Bell Telephone Company in Canada? 

Mr. Larteur.—I think he was, from the inception. 

The Cuamman.—It is probable, Mr. Casgrain, that the Committee may desire to 
question Mr. Sise rather closely upon matters, so far as they concern the public, and 
it perhaps would be helpful to that examination if he knew in advance at least some 
of the points to which his attention would be directed in the witness-box, and in that 
view, some members of the Committee have asked me to obtain information from the 
company. I, therefore, jotted down some questions and some points, and other mem- 
bers of the Committee may desire to submit further points. But in order to assist 
_ the examination, if you wish it, I will give you now these points, upon which the 
examination will be conducted. Of course, you will understand that the examination 
is not limited to these points. 

Mr. Cascrain.—I quite understand. 

The CHarMan.—The examination, when it comes to examining, will be general. 

Mr. Cascrain.—Yes, 

The Cuarrman.—In order that the points may not be overlooked, I have had these 
questions put down. 

Mr. Cascratn.—I think it will be very helpful to Mr. Sise. 

The Cuamman.—I would suggest to the Committee generally, that it would be 
impossible to have Mr. Sise’s examination thorough, unless, in advance, his attention 
is called to the detailed information that would be expected from him, so that he will 
be able to turn up the records and come prepared to testify. You all know that wit- 
hesses sometimes are not able to answer or give explanations that have been expected, 
on the ground that they had been asked questions that they did not expect to be 
asked. So I think it will help, if members of the Committee will inform the clerk 
from time to time as to what points they want Mr. Sise to come prepared to be ex- 
amined upon. If that is the understanding of the Committee, I will leave the subject 
in that way, and I will give to Mr. Casgrain the questions which have been prepared. 
I had perhaps better read them to the Committee. They are as follows :— 

‘1. What are the charges made by your company for telephone services ? 

‘2. What is the amount of capital stock ? 
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‘8 What is the amount of bonded indebtedness ? 

‘4. What amount of money has each year been expended on capital account by the 
company in the actual acquisition of plant and real estate and the construction of its 
works, but not including expenditure for patents or patent rights ? 

‘® What amount has each year been written off such capital expenditures ? 

‘8. What amount of money has been expended each year in acquisition of patents 
and patent rights ? 

‘” What amount has each year been written off expenditures in acquisition of 
patents and patent rights ? 

‘8, What is the present estimated value of the following assets of the company + 

‘“(a) Its real estate ; 

‘(b) Its lines now actually constructed and in operation ; 

‘(c) Its switchboards now in actual use ; 

‘(d) Its telephones now in actual use ; 

‘(e) Its other plant in actual use ; 

‘(f) Its telephones, instruments, and other telephone material on hand ; 
‘(g) Its patents and patent rights 4 

‘9 Please furnish to the Committee copies of any contracts between the company 
and any railway company entitling your company to install its telephones in the sta- 
tions or other premises of sucn railway: 

‘10. Also please furnish copies of any agreements made with the American Bell 
Telephone Company, the Nation] Bell Telephone Company or any other telephone com- 
pany in respect of the acquisition or right to use any patents, patent rights or patented 
devices pertaining to telephones or telephone switchboards or any other inventions. 

‘41. Please furnish a statement of royalties each year paid by the company to the 
American Bell Telephone Company, the National Bell Telephone Company or any other 
company, or to any person or persons, and showing the consideration for payment of 
such royalties. 

‘42, Does the company, and if so, to what extent, manufacture its supplies ? 

$43. From what company or companies or persons does it make its chief purchase 
of supplies ? 

‘14, Are such purchases made at the fair market price ? 

The CnairMman.—ls it the pleasure of the Committee that this list of questions be 
submitted to the Bell Telephone Company ?—Carried. 


Mr. Mactean.—Mr. Casgrain, there is a list of companies between whom and the 
Bell Telephone Company agreements have been made. Could you say whether these 
companies or all of them, or what portion of them, are incorporated under the federal 
Act, or are provincial companies? 

Mr. Cascraw.—No, I could not answer that question. 


Mr. Mactran.—Well, is there any means of giving us that information, or could 
we find it out ourselves ? 


Mr. Cascrain.—I suppose we could give it to you. Let me know what you wish- 
We have given a list of the railway companies having agreements with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company. 


The CHAIRMAN.—I have had a few communications from people inquiring whether 
this man was going to be subpeenaed or that man. I do not think it is the duty of this 
Committee to take upon itself the responsibility of exhausting every possible imaginary 
source of information, although we must make our inquiry as thorough as possible. 
But we shouid also show a measure of responsibility, I think, upon the public who may 
feel an interest in this matter in order that they may consider themselves at perfect. 
liberty to give this committee any advice or any information which they may possess. 
Without, therefore, relieving ourselves of any obligation, I have thought that it would 
be well to notify the public that we invite their co-operation as well, and to that end 
I would suggest that the Committee consider the following suggestion : 
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‘With reference to the telephone question, now under consideration, the Commit- 
tee desire it to be understood by the public that all persons in anywise interested in 
the inquiry may lay their views before the Committee, either by written communica- 
tion or by appearing before the Committee and giving evidence, and that all com- 
munications be addressed to the chairman.’ 


Suggestion approved by the Committee. 


Mr. Maciean.—To return to the examination of the Bell people. You undertake 
to produce witnesses, Mr. Casgrain ? 


The CHairMAN.—We are not ready for them yet. 

Mr. Maciean.—I want to know when they will produce witnesses. 
The CHarrMan.—Do you mean Mr. Sise? 

Mr. Mactran.—Yes. 


The Cuatrrman.—I think it would be premature to produce Mr. Sise until the Com- 
mittee have furnished him with all the points upon which he will be examined and 
which will be arranged for his examination. Mr. Sise will be here on the 20th. 

Mr. Cascrain.—On the 19th or 20th, yes. 


Mr. Grorrrion.—Well, probably, as soon as Mr. Sise comes back, Mr. Casgrain 
will communicate with him and let the chairman know when he can attend. 


Mr. Cascrain.—Certainly, with pleasure. 


The CuairmMan.—It will take Mr. Sise a considerable time to gather the various 
bits of detailed information that we are asking for, and there is no use forcing him 
into the witness-box u1til he comes prepared to give complete evidence. 


Mr. Macuean.—Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask who signed that contract of 
the Bell Company with the Grand Trunk Railway Company? There is no reason 
why we should not examine the officials of the Grand Trunk and the Canadian Pacific 
Railway at our next meeting. Who signed the contract of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way with the Bell Telephone Company? 

The CHAIRMAN.—It is signed by D. McNicoll and A. R. G. Heward. 

Mr. Mactzan.—I would like to have the Grand Trunk and the Oanadian Pacific 
‘Railway examined as early as possible. I would like to have Mr. McNicoll summoned 
before the Committee. 

Mr. Cascratn.—Would you allow me to suggest this: ¢ take it that this would be 
a part of our case, and I would suggest, if it is the pleasure of the Committee, that 
this matter should not be gone into before Mr. Sise is here. Of course, the company 
may have something to say upon the examination of these witnesses, and I may tell 
the Committee very frankly that we have not been able to get from Mr. McFarlane, 
who in Mr. Sise’s absence is the only one that can give us proper information, the 
‘Instructions to appear before the Committee that we would like to nave. 


Mr. Cascrain (resuming after interruption).—I was saying, this would be part of 
our case, the summoning of these gentlemen who have signed contracts with the Bell 
Company. We are not properly instructed yet, not able yet to get proper instructions from 
Mr. McFarlane, and there is nobody else in Mr. Sise’s absence to instruct us. I would 
ask the Committee, as a fair proposition, to put the examination of these parties off 
until Mr. Sise is here and able to give us proper instructions as to what line we should 
follow, and I think, if you will allow me to say so, give the Committee some help if 
Mr. Sise is here when these gentlemen are examined, because, if they were examined in 
his absence we might be obliged, probably, to have them summoned again to give in- 
formation to the Committee which at the time they were examined in his absence we 
would not be able to get from them. I think it would be conducive to shortening the 
examination of these gentlemen and the work of the Committee if we were allowed that 

consideration, that favour. : 
Mr. Grorrrion.—I, suppose we have some other gentlemen that we might examine 


216 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


in the meantime, and I think the proposition of Mr. Casgrain seems to be very fair. 
He wants to wait until Mr. Sise comes back in order to communicate with him. Have 
we rot some other gentlemen to examine in the meantime so that we can wait until Mr. . 
Sise can give full information. 

Mr. Maciean.—The reason we have not the Bell Company’s witnesses here to-day 
is for the reason of the Bell Company themselves. They say they are not able to come 
up owing to absence and illness. We accept that, but there are others in the country 
ready to come, and I especially would like to bring out the attitude of these two great. 
railway corporations to the public in the light of these agreements, 

Mr. Grorrrion.—I understand. 

Mr. Mactran.—I would like to get that out at as early a date as possible. There 
is reason for that. 

Mr. Grorrrion.—Mr. Casgrain would prefer, if the Committee is willing, that Mr. 
Sise should be here to give that same information. 

Mr. Maciean.—But he is not here. 

Mr. Grorrrion.—But he will be here soon. 

Mr. Cascram.—lIf he had known that this Committee would have been appointed 
he would not have gone away. 


Mr. MActEAN.—We accept your good faith. 


Mr. Cascrain.—He has undertaken a trip, but as soon as he heard of the committee 
being appointed, he turned around to retrace his steps. He was then in Italy. 
Mr. Grorrrion.—Has he started to come back ? 


Mr. Cascrain.—Yes. He went away because he was sure nothing would be done 
this session. The examination of the officials of these railways is a very important part 
of our case. 


The CHAIRMAN.—I would think, Mr. Casgrain, it would be better for the Committee 
to deal with that question subsequently. We understand your suggestion. There is 
no disposition on the part of the Committee to take any person at a disadvantage, but 
simply to get at the real facts in a most thorough and exhaustive way and not to proceed 
in a fragmentary way in the matter inquired into, but to take up each branch and 
exhaust it when there is such a point as this, to exhaust it thoroughly, and perhaps a 
better point, instead of taking up the time of the Committee with those not concerned + 
the better course would be to reserve deciding this point that you have raised until the 
Committee has done with the public, and then the Committee will decide it ourselves 
in a little while. It might not be unreasonable to fall in with that plan. 


Wepnespay, Apri] 12, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


Dr. J. T. Demers of Quebec sworn: 
By the Chairman: 

Q. Dr. Demers, you are the manager of a telephone company, I believe?—A. Of 
three or four telephone companies. 

Q. Of three or four? What are those companies?—-A. There is the Bellechasse 
Telephone Company for one. It is the largest. 

Q. Yes?—A. The St, Maurice Telephone Company, and the Portneuf Telephone 
Company. I am also the authorized agent of the Beauce Telephone Company. 
Dr. J. T. DEMERS. ; 


a 
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: Q. You are manager of the other three companies and the authorized agent of the 
Beauce? Are all these three companies joint stock companies?—A. Yes, sir, incor- 
porated. 

Q. Incorporated joint stock companies?—A. The Bellechasse Telephone Compan y 
was incorporated by provincial legislation in 1893, and the Beauce Telephone Com- 
pany was incorporated by an Act of the legislature a little later. 

Q. Well, we will take the history of each one and its operations now. Take the 
Bellechasse Company, it was incorporated in what year do you say?—A. In 1893, 

Q. 1893? Has it been in existence ever since?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In active work?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did it organize for business ?—A. Well, the Bellechasse Telepnone Com- 
pany we bought it up in 1900, for having the charter we started business before that 
with the Metis Telephone Company. 

Q. You bought out the little going concerns?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you got the financial statement of your company?—A. Yes, Sir, 

Q. Will you produce it, please?—A. Yes, sir. 


(Exhibit No. 60.) 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF LA COMPAGNIE DE TELEPHONE DE 
BELLECHASSE. 


PROFIT AND LOSS FOR YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1904. 


1904. $ cts. 1903. $ cts. 


LCE 3c), VERINCONANG, 65 1c oc wtece oa S000 Apr 1. Balance... +o... <2. See 7,691 16 
irepenkas Sele ee. oe 4,761 86 Tess amount placed to rest 
interest srw bs tea es. 1,571.12 Kecointeess sd) See bos te aL 2,500 00 
Dividend No. 5......... 3,629 94 —_——_ —___ 
PTARUICO’, «or ee es 12,009 21 1904. 5,191 16 
Olechrotonstioome 2) 2004). dalbe. . 17,630 97 
22,822 13 22,822 13 
ASSETS. —-- — LIABILITIES. wo 
1904. 1904. 
Mch. 31...Construction......... eee o0.n00 oe Coal. “Oanital oc. ive 6 acct. 100,671 01 
MEOLES “etrsts, oe, 2. es 2,300 00 HWEBOR VES Sco, at ie te eer 2,500 00 
EOOISDAE Se Si Ahh kas, . SERS 900 00: TUOaTie sie > Karoly at ler ere 3,500 00 
Ofsce furniture, . 2. 32. 6: 428 44 Biles valet its Geet ok; 27,0175 
Real estate, Lévis.... .  .. 3,910 68 Re ROOLLOES? cc. 52? hoe ee 1.828 10 
FA VORCIGES Ae OM 2,880 00 rons and, loswees na See 12,009 21 
Cie de Tel. Provincial...... 365 00 
Casionhand: ooo2. Siiee kt 1,606 80 
147,860 07 147,860 07 


I, the undersigned, certify having examined the books and accounts of La Com- 
pagnie de Téléphone de Bellechasse for the year ending 31st March, 1904, and found 


‘same correct. The foregoing statement agrees in every respect with the books. 


QuEBec, le 23 juin 1904. 


PD GAROCH i. J. T. DEMERS, 
Auditor. Sec.-T res. 


Q. Is that the latest statement?—A. Yes, it is the statement of a year ago. 

Q. This is the financial statement of the company for the year ending March 31, 
1904?—A. Yes, sir. The last year has expired but’ the report is not yet published. 

Q. How many miles have you in your line?—A. We have got around 1,200 miles 
of pole line construction for the Bellechasse Telephone line alone. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. That is the Beliechasse line?—A. The Bellechasse line. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Of pole line construction?—A. Pole line construction. 
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Q. Where are those lines?—A. It starts in the county of Matane at Cap a la 
Baleine, below Matane town, and goes straight up through the county of Lotbiniére to 
St. Jean des Chaillons, Besides that straight line alongside the St. Lawrence river, 
we have branches that go to several points beyond. For your information I will pro- 
duce a map showing all the lines we have got built. 

Map produced by witness. 


By Mr. Monk : 


Q. Do you go down into Gaspé ?—A. No, not yet, but we are close to the county 
of Gaspé. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. Dr. Demers, will you kindly go over to the map and indicate the routes ?—A. 
The blue line you see on the map is following up the pole line construction owned by 
the companies I have described. 

Q. Now trace that trunk line westerly ?—A. Ste. Félicité is the next parish and 
then the town of Matane. ~ 

Q. Go on to the end of the line—A. It is like this. 

Q. It extends westerly to where ?—A. To St. Jean des Chaillons. 

Q. That is how many miles of trunk line 2—A. A little over 1,200 miles -f pole 
line construction. 

Q. Then have you any lateral trunk lines running off it A. Yes, this is one 
to Causapseal. It is intended to go to Campbellton. We have forty miles more to 
build to Campbellton, N.B., Causapscal being the last parish in the county of Matane. 

Q. And then going west ?—A. Both sections join in St. Octave de Métis, in the 
county of Matane. 

Q. Any other trunk line ?—A. We have another trunk line in the county of 
Temiscouata. 

Q. What is the length ?—A. The length is about 80 miles. We have also got one 
from Trois Pistoles to St. Cyprien. 

Q. How many miles ?—A. Forty miles. 

Q. Any more?—A. Yes, you see all these little points for a distance of from 10 
to 15 miles alongside the main line. Besides the main line in the counties of Lévis, 
Dorchester, Bellechasse and Lotbiniére, we have main lines going south which are 
about 80 miles each. 


By Mr. Maclean :. 


Q. Stub lines?—A. Then we have got trunk lines running to the limits of all 
these rural counties I have named. In addition we have lines in Temiscouata, 
Rimouski and Matane, going south in all directions. 

Q. Running in a southerly direction to the southern limits of Quebec ?—A. Yes, 
through all the parishes to the southern limits of the province of Quebec, to the last 
parish in each county. This part south of Ste. Marie parish belongs to the Beauce 
Telephone Company. It has over 200 miles of pole line construction and 500 sub- 
scribers operating in four parishes alongside the Bell Telephone Company, where they 
have reduced to nearly nothing the number of the subscribers of tae Bell Telephone 
Company and increased their own more than in proportion. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You stated that you have about 1,200 miles of pole line construction extending 
from the commencement of the system in Matane westerly to—— ?—A. St. Jean des 
Chaillons. 

Q. Then you have several hundred miles of lateral lines running southerly to- 
wards New Brunswick and to the southern limits of the Province of Quebec ?—A. 
Yes, sir. 

Dr. J. T. DEMERS. 


~~ 
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Q. And then you have a number of small services off these trunk lines to neigh- 
bouring points?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And altogether can you tell how many miles of line you have ?—A. Of pole ~ 
lines ? 

Q. Of pole lines, yes ?—A. Around 1,200: miles. 

Q. How many subscribers have you ?—A. We have around 1,300 subscribers. 

Q. One thousand three hundred subscribers 2—A. Yes. 

Q. Are they increasing ?—A. Increasing, yes. 

Q. When you speak of 1,200, do you mean to-day or since your last report was 
issued ?—A. No; it is 1,200 to-day. 

Q. Can you say what increase there has been in the number of your subscribers 
since last year ?—A. The number increased 300 since the 1st of April, 1904, 

Q. In one year ?—A. Yes. Since the 1st of J anuary last we have increased 300. 

Q. When did you begin to get subscribers 2—A. In 1898. 

Q. In 1898 ?—A. Yes. You see it is divided into two parts. I went to St. Octave 
de Métis, in the county of Matane, to practice my profession. I wanted telephone ac- 
commodation for my practice, with the parish of St. Angéle, the first year, and we 
built this line for our own communication. In the same year we wanted connection 
with Ste. Flavie, where Dr. Ross, the member for Rimouski, lives. So we started a com- 
pany and we got letters patent of incorporation. Under the name of the Métis Tele- 
pnone Company we started a company with an authorized capital of $2,500. In the 
first year this money was all spent, and we found we were doing a nice business, so we 
decided to continue through the county of Matane. We obtained supplementary letters 
patent and got our capital increased to $7,500, so with that money we were able to 
build the very next year from Ste. Flavie to Matane: and then from Ste. Flavie to 
Rimouski. At Rimouski they had the local plant which was built and operated by the 
Bell Telephone Company eight years previously. We thougnt of buying that plant or 
else paralleling it, and we wrote to the Bell Telephone Company and told them we 
wanted to buy their plant in the town of Rimouski. They had only the town connec- 
tion, and we understood that if they were not willing to: sell us we would build a 
parallel line taking all the subscribers away from their plant. I do not know what 
they understood, but they decided to sell it for $2,000, and we paid them. So we had 
all the country connections. They had at the time 33 subscribers ; we have now 120. 


Mr. Bercreron.—What do you think of that, Mr. Chairman ? 


Toe Cuamman.—I suppose the Bell Telephone Company had to surrender before 
its powerful competitor. 


Wirness.—So we told them they would have to sell the plant or we would ruin 
their company. They sold it for $2,000 and we paid them. 


By Mr. Bergeron: : 

Q. How many telephones did they have ?—A. They had 33 and to-day we have got 
120. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. In Rimouski ?—A. In Rimouski. 

Q. That is a large increase. Continue your narrative, it is very interesting ?—A. 
Then after we bougnt their plant and connected it with the country lines in the same 
year we luilt up from Rimouski to Bic, ten miles or more, and just put one telephone 
there because we had no more money and could not do any better. After that we were 
thinking cf building the line up to Levis and continuing that business going up. We 
put an announcement in the papers asking for incorporation with a capital of $100,000. 
After we put the notice in the papers we found out that in the county of Bellechasse 
in 1893 there was a charter given to that company under the name of the Bellechasse 
Telephone Company, with sufficient legislative powers to do what we thought it pro- 
per to safeguard our interests; that they had enough authorized capital to go on with 

Dr. J. T. DEMERS. 
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what we wanted to establish. So we went to these people to buy out what taey had. 
They had one wire alone in the county of Bellechasse, starting from St. Charles to 
about fifty miles beyond in the country. They had only twenty-three subscribers, and 
we bought their charter rights witn the line al.ogether. This was in the year 1900. 
So in the spring we wanted to connect this little separate line with our circuit in the 
county of Matane and then we could put our system into operation with success. We 
decided to build in the town of Levis and in the country surrounding the town and to 
do the best we could. We went to the city council in Levis where the fight with the Bell 
Company started, but after that we succeeded in having our franchise and we built 
our right of way in the summer in the town of Levis. Then we started building in 
the country away beyond to St. Henri. The Bell Telephone Company undertook to 
parallel the line, but we were building, I suppose, too quick for them, we were building 
fifty or sixty miles ahead, so they discontinued building the line behind us, and they 
have stayed there ever since. We continued increasing the plant all around. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How much did you pay for that line in Bellechasse county ?—A. Well, I do 
not remember exactly the price we paid for the charter rights, but it was supposed to 
pay them the money they nad disbursed and the cost of their line, which was not worth 
much. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. Well, Dr. Demers, do you confine your telephones to villages and towns, or do 
you also reach the rural district?—A. We have practically no towns, no large towns on 
our circuit. It is all rural country telephones we are operating, excepting at Levis, 
Montmagny, Riviére du Loup and Rimouski. These are the largest places. 

Q. What do you charge for the use of telephones ?—A. Well, we coarge from $15 
to $20, and a few $25, a year. It depends upon the distance and the accommodation 
they ask and the quality of the line and the circuit they ask—the privileges. 

Q. Well, describe the conditions of each class, the $15, the $20, the $252 What 
does the $15 subscriber get ?—A. Well the $15 rate is sometimes for residents and 
sometimes for business places, it depends upon the place where they are. We operate 
by counties. Some subscribers have two counties free connection, and others have one 
county free connection, and some people in a few of the counties prefer to pay more 
money for having a large circuit than having just one place and one county, and 
paying less. There are lots of people who do not like to be charged so much for talking 
90 miles or 50 miles. They rather like to make an agreement for what they want 
and pay so much. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. A bulk sum? Your lowest charge is $15 2—A. We started last year to do 
business practically with farmers. When I say farmers, I mean farmers who are not 
selling potatoes, or who are not keeping machinery, but the regular farmer who handies 
the products of his farm only. We started last year to build lines especially for 
farmers and switching a wire for their use. We started with a rate of $12 for them. 

Q. What will they get for $12?—A. They get the same circuit as a regular sub 
scriber who pays more money for the same county where they live; we put three or 
four farmers on the same single wire. Of course it is not supposed that the farma 
wants to talk as often as the merchant and the line is mostly not engaged for a good 
part of the day. Four farmers can do their business during the day, whilst the mer. 
chants would keep the line more busy than the four. 

Q. What length of mileage will a farmer get for $12? You build a line to the 
farmers; I suppose you would charge more if you had to build a longer line to the 
farm district, would you not?—A. Well, suppose we go alongside our pole line con- 
struction. We have to stretch a wire four miles, One farmer wil] be one mile, another 
two, and another three miles distant from the switch board between the parishes. 
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-Q. There would be perhaps three miles between the four farmers ?—A. Yes, around 
that. ) 

Q. And each one would pay $12?—A. Yes. 

Q. That would be an average of three-quarters of a mile of pole line for each 
farmer?’—A. I do not say we are building pole lines for that. T say alongside our 
actual pole line construction, that is a different question. We put up cross arms to 
accommodate the business, Mostly all our lines have cross arms. 

Q. To whom can these farmers speak for their $12 ?—A. Well, suppose it is in the 
county of Lévis, they will talk to the counties of Lévis and Dorchester, to all the 
subscribers in both counties for $12. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Including Lévis town ?—A. Including Lévis town. There is a cheap service. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
~Q. Have you a trunk line to Rimouski?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Can you speak from Rimouski to Point Lévis?—A. Yes, sir, a first class 
service. 

Q. You can speak from where you live?—A. No, because I live in Quebec and 
we have no connection. 2 

Q. I thought you lived at Métis?—A. I left Métis and discontinued my profes- 
sion when the company became larger and 1 had to devote all my time to its business. 
So I came up and am now living in the city of Quebec, because it is a more handy 
place to handle business. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. When did you start putting in farm telephones?—A. Well, we had a few 
farmers’ before, but only last year we started to put in telephones for farmers. Before 
that the farmers had to pay the usual rate, but last year we decided to start that 
business. . 

Q, To supply the farmers ?--A. Yes. 

Q. And you started?—A. And we started. 

Q. How many farmers subscribers have you under the $12 rate?—A. We started 
building in the county of Lotbiniére last summer and in that county we put wires 
for farmers in St. Agapit and all these places around there. We have 12 already in 
one single parish and we have 12 in two parishes. 


By Mr. Beraeron: 
Q. At $127—A. At $12 a year. 
Q. Where can they speek ?—A. In the whole county where they live. 
Q. And not outside of that?—A. Not outside of that. 
Q. If they want to speak to Rimouski what have they got to pay ?~A. The same 
regular rate as our other subscribers. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. They can speak to subscribers in the county towns ?—A. Yes. 
Q. In their own county ?—A. Of course. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. What is the size of the county? That is the large county ?—A. A large county. 
Q. Fifty or sixty miles ?—A. The county of Lotbiniére is a very large county. 
It is about 50 miles wide by about 45 miles. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. What is the population of that county ?—A. I do not know, sir. 


Mr. Bercrron.—Because although it is very large in area it is not very populated. 
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The CHARMAN.—But still the farmer gets for $12 the advantage of communicat- 
ing with any one who is living in that area. 


Mr. Berceron.—In that county ? 
The CHAIRMAN. ~The farmer does not have much to do outside of his own county. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Do you go as far as Lake St. Peter 2—A. No, not the Bellechasse Telephone 
Company. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. In one year you have only got 12 farmers subscribers, you say ¢—A. I did not 
say that. I have 12 in the same parish in one year. 

Q. You are developing this system all along the line ?—A. Now, yes. : 

Q. How many farmers at $12 have you got now in the Bellechasse system ?—A. 
We have got to go around and solicit, of course, but we did not go around any of the 
parishes yet. We have only started in a few, just to see what we will do. In Lot- 
biniére I suppose we have got 30 or 35; in two parishes, and it is nearly all the busi, 
ness, we have got 12 in each. Last week I was in Bic, where the business of the 
company has been established for some years, and there I took six farmers subscr.vers 
in that one day only. I took them myself to start with. 

Q. To what extent do you think the farmers will take the telephone at this rate ?— 
A. I think that about 50 per cent of the farmers will take our telephone at that rate 
before three or four years. 

Q. Throughout the whole district ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is the Bell Telephone Company operating in any part of this district ?—A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Where ?—A. Well, in Lévis, St. Henri, and alongside Montmagny, &c. 
But here I want to explain something else. Of course we built that eastern section 
down below first and then we bought the company which was operating in Riviére du 
Loup. We extended the business and brought it up to Riviére du Loup, and then for 
48 months we had no connections between the eastern and western sections, our com- 
pany was like being separated in two—and one year ago we stretched a pole line 
without stopping over in any parish, just put a pole and one wire; we could not do 
any better for that year. Last summer we stretched a metallic copper circuit between 
Lévis and Riviére du Loup and again without stopping in any of the parishes. Of 
course the Bell Telephone Company was alongside our line in that circuit, but we did 
not operate it because we had not money enough. 

Q. Is the Bell Telephone Company developing its business in your territory or 
is it yielding to you ?—A. Well, it is merely a toll line they have, except at Mont- 
magny, where they claim to have 70 or 80 subscribers, but they do not follow the 
same way, the same highways that we do. They are on the first road on the St. Law- 
rence, you see, just like this, going down, and we are behind here, six, seven and eight 
miles, and we touch different parishes. 

. Are they serving farmers ?—A. No. 

. They are not ?—A. No. 

. What class of business do they do ?~A. Toll lines. 

. Nothing but toli lines ?—A. Except in Montmagny. 

. And Lévis ?—A. Yes. 

. Have you any instruments in the railway stations? Take the Quebec Cen- 
tral Station ?—No answer. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. What road do you parallel, is that the Intercolonial ?—A. Yes. 
By the Chairman : 


Q. Have you instruments in the Intercolonial Railway offices?—A. Yes, we were 
allowed by the department to put our telephones in their stations. 
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Q. And you have availed yourself of that privilege?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is a public convenience ?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The people appreciate it?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean rs 


Q. Is the railway company paying anything for it?—A. No, except when they hure 
special accommodation. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Have you telephones in the stations of the Quebec Central?—A. We got per- 
mission to put telephones in the Quebec Central stations. We have that privilege for 
all the stations, and we have used it except in one case where we have not decided to 
put a telephone in yet. 

Q. But you have the privilege to avail yourself of 2—A. Yes, at any time we like. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Do you pay anything for it?—A. No, sir. 

Q. And do you give the company the right to use your terephone lines?—A. We 
have no contract, we have just a letter stating we could put our telephones in their 
stations whenever we liked. | 

Q. And as a matter of fact they use your telephone ?-—A. They use it, of course. 

Q@. And you do not charge them?—A. No. 

Q. It is a kind of understanding without being written?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. You have described what the $12 subscriber gets, and the $15 subscriber. Will 
you name what the $20 subscriber gets?—A. Well, the $20 telephones are more modern 
instruments. They are what the Bell Company call long-distance telephones, having 
solid back transmitters, &c. They are modern instruments, and we use them practic- 
ally in the towns where we can give a continuous service, and other places. 

Q. Night and day?—A. Night and day, Sunday and every other day, and it is all 
the year round. <— 

Q. What district can they speak over, the $12 men? I suppose in the same county ? 
—A. The same circuit. 

Q. The same as the $15 man?—A. Yes, the same circuit. 

Q. They get no more?—A. No more. 

Q. And they have a night and day service?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Can the farmer speak at night?—A. Well, if the lines go through a swiich 
where such a service is given, day and night, they will have connection. There are 
three or four towns that have it, Lévis, Montmagny, Riviére du Loup and Rimouski. 

Q. Supposing they want a doctor in the night?—A. If they are connected with a 
switch where there is a night and day service they will get connection. 

Q. What do you call your company now, doctor?—A. The Bellechasse Company. 

Q. You must have changed the name since you commenced at St. Flavie?—A. It 
was the Métis Telephone Company. 

Q. And you bought their charter and adopted their name—the Bellechasse?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. And you eall yourself the Bellechasse Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is it a large company, a stock company?—A. Yes, sir. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. We have their statement here now. Supposing we just complete one branch 


first. I want to know what the $25 subscriber gets?—A. Well, we charged that prize 
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for a larger office, for a concern like a mill, people who are supposed to eall sixty or 
seventy-five times a day; for example, a concern that makes four hundred thousand 
logs a year. 

Q. I understand, a firm that is largely engaged in business?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is because they differ in the charge?—A. Yes. 

Q. What does the Bell Telephone Company charge at Lévis where they meet yvit 
in competition 2A. They were charging $20 a year, and when we epened up there 
they were talking of putting it up to $35 a yesr. They had decided to do so. They 
were at first furnishing a ground line, and charging $20 a year, and as I said before, 
when we came in they were talking of putting it up to $35 there, but tney could not, 
they had to change their plant from a ground line to a metallic circuit. 

Q. We will not take up the question of finance for a moment. Mr. Bergeron 
asked you about the capital stock. I see in your statement that you have a capital sub- 
ser'bed and paid up of $100,671.01; that is right, is it —A. Yes. 

(). And you owed money, $3,500 ?—A. Yes. 

(. And bills payable, $27,351.75 ?—A. Yes, gir. 

Q. And you showed to the credit of profit and loss a surplus of $12,009.21 ?—A. 
Yessir. 

Q. So that the financial results of tne year’s operation, for the fiscal year closing 
on ihe 31st of March, 1904, has been that you have maintained your system in good 
rcpair ?2—A. Yes. 

Q. And you have made all proper expenditures for renewals ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And paid a dividend, have you ?—A. Yes. 

(. How much ¢—A. Seven per cent. 

Q. And you have a profit over—this does not show the profit for the year, it shows 
the profit and loss since tne commencement. Had you a profit for the fiscal year end- 
ing 31st March, 1904 ?—A. The profits were $12,000. 

Q. Not for the year ? Well, your gross income was $17,000. We will take the 
year’s operation, doctor I want to know whether after paying expenses, vverything for 
the proper maintenance of the lines and keeping them in an efficient state of repair, and 
paying a dividend, and all expenses, what had you over for the year 2—_A. We earned 
11 per cent last year on our common stock; we have no bonded indebtedness and no 
preferred stock. 

Q. That means you cleared about $4,000 above the $7,000 for interest on tne $100,- 
v00 capital stock ?—A. Well, you see with regard to that question of capital paid up,. 
the $100,000 was not all paid up on the 1st of April, at the commencement of the year. 

Q. So that you did not have to pay a dividend on all ?—A. Not on all. 

Q. You had to pay interest instead ?—A. A good part of the capital was paid in 
the last portion of the year and on that we had only a portion to pay. 

Q. Your investment paid 11 per cent on the capital invested ?2—A. Yes. 

«. What are the prospects for the year ending 31st March, 1905 @—A. Fourteen 
per cent. 

Q. You think you have made 14 per cent ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. And the company began business eight years ago ?—A. Seven years ago. 
Q. With $2,500 2A. With $1,100 subscribed, and $110 paid. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. It was more profitable than keeping up your profession ?—A. Sure; that is 
why I left my profession. 


Q. Now suppose you exhaust the Bellechasse history before we take up the next 
company, there are two other companies ? 


Mr. Bercrron.—I think we have gone over the Bellechasse, doctor, pretty well. 
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By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Is there a telegraph line through the country as well ?—A. Yes, right along- 
side. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. As I understand it, as a matter of fact, you have nearly chased the Bell Tele- 
phone Company from that part of the country since you have begun work down 
there ‘—A. I know nothing of the Bell people’s business, I only know my own. 

Q. As a matter of fact you have been doing work at Lévis and in Montmagny 
and in Riviére du Loup and Rimouski, and besides that we do not hear about them -t 
all, and still you have your telephone in use there?—A. Down in Matane they never 
built a line except in the town of Rimouski, and that had no connection with anywhere 
else, it was just a local line. They established an exchange in the town of Rimouski 
but they had no long distance line, it was just local. 

Q. And the telephone business is in the hands of your company down there as a 
matter of fact?—A. It is pretty well, I think. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Tell us about your toll rates as compared with the Bell rates (—A, They have - 
established a rate of 60 cents from Lévis to Riviére du Loup and we have established 
our wires there since the Ist of January of this year and we put it down to 25 cents. 


By Mr. Smith: 

Q. For what time?—A. For five minutes, and we have more business than ve 
can handle. We give them five miutes for 25 cents. The Bell rate is 60 cents for 
three minutes, so that our price is more than one-half lower for conversation and nearly 
double the time. 

Q. What do you give for a fifteen cents service, say?—A. Between Riviére du 
Loup and Lévis our pole line is 155 miles, and we give a perfect service, we can hear 
a watch ticking from one end to the other, we can hear talking plainly without pro- 
nouncing the words. 

Q. What do you mean by that?—A, (Illustrating). Just in a whisper. 

Q. And how much is that service?—A. 155 miles. 

Q. I mean, how much do you charge?—A. Twenty-five cents for five minutes. 

@. Have you any lower priced toll service than that?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any 15 cents?—A. Yes, to the next parish, 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. What about that North shore line ?—A. My company had some _troubie 
about the railway connection, if you like to hear me. 
The CHairman—Certainly. 
A. Well, the Grand Trunk Railway has a terminus at Lévis and of course if we 
could put a telephone in there it would be a great deal better, but we have not got 
permission yet. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. What steps did you take to get that?—-A, We had our lawyers corresponding 
with the railway company but we could not do anything with them, we did not have 
any success. _ : 

Q. What was the answer they gave you in reply to your application?—A. That 
they did not allow it. 

Q. Because of what?—A. They did not give any reason. But I got some other 
evidence about that in connection with another station. We have built a line in the 
county of Lotbiniére last summer, into the parish of St. Agapit, which is a parish 
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on the Grand Trunk Railway and we asked permission to put in a telephone and they 
said they were ready to allow us if the Bell Telephone Company would allow them 
to have it put in. We had to sign a contract. I will read it: 


(Exhibit No. 61.) 


This agreement, made this thirtieth day of September, in the year 1904, by and 
between the Bellechasse Telephone Company, party of the first part, and the Grand 
Trunk Railway Company of Canada, party of the second part, witnesseth :— 

Whereas, the party of the first part has requested of the party of the second 
part permission to place a telephone instrument in the railway station of the party 
of the second part, at St. Agapit, in the Province.of Quebec, said telephone instru- 
ment to be for general use, and 

Whereas, the party of the second part is willing that said telephone instrument 
may be placed in the said station at St. Agapit upon the terms and conditions herein 
contained. 

Now, therefore, in consideration of the premises, it is hereby agreed by and be- 
tween the parties hereto, as follows :— 

1. Upon the terms and conditions herein stated, the Grand Trunk Railway. Com- 
_ pany of Canada, party of the second part, will permit the party of the first part to 
install a telephone instrument in the railway station of the party of the second part, at 
St. Agapit, in the Province of Quebec. 

9. The party of the first part agrees that the said telephone instrument shall be 
placed and maintained in said railway station entirely at the risk and expense of the 
party of the first part, and free of the usual rental charge, and also agrees that it 
will not seek to hold the said Railway Company responsible for any damage to said 
instrument, no matter how much damage may occur. 

3. The party of the first part agrees that at any time, upon the demand of tbe 
Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada, it will remove from the premises of said 
Railway Company, the said telephone instrument, and all wires and other equipment 
in connection therewith, and if in putting in said instrument it is necessary to do 
any carpenter work, or other work, at the said station, the party of the first part will, 
upon the removal of said instrument, wires and equipment, do any repair work made 
necessary by the installation and removal of said instrument as aforesaid. . 

In witness whereof the parties heretc have hereunto set their hands and affixed 
their corporate seals, this thirtieth day of September, in the year 1904. 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of :-— 


A. GARANT, 
P. E. Cork. 
A. Morton. 
THE BELLECHASSE TELEPHONE COMPANY, 
Per [ SEAL. ] 
A. B. Dupuis, 


Vice-President. 


J. T. Demers, M.D., 
Secretary. 


THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY COMPANY OF CANADA, 


Per Cuas. M. Hays, 
Second Vice-President and General Manager. 


(y. Did you sign that ?—A. Yes. 

Q. But you are on sufferance /—A. The principal conditions are not given there. 
I will explain them. 

Q. What is that ?—A. They first say we have got to have the permission of the 
Bell Telephone Company to put a telephone in the station. When this contract came 
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I had to give them back all the correspondence they had sent me to read—I had to 
return that. I tried to keep it, but I was not allowed. There was a letter from the 
Grand Trunk asking the Bell Company’s permission +o put one ot our telephones in 
their station. They were not doing any business in that locality. The Bell wrote a 
letter saying they gave the permission to put one of our telephones in the station. 
Then there was another letter to us saying that whenever the Bell Company will 
request the Grand Trunk to have our telephone removed we will have to comply. But 
I thought they had put that in the contract, but they did not. It is in the letter which 
I was obliged to return to them. 

Q. So you were there on sufferance ?—A. I am sure, only as long as the Bell 
Company would allow us to be there. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. You have not been disturbed since ?—A. Well, that is only six months. 
Q. You have not been disturbed since ?—A. No, not yet. 


By Mr, Maclean: 


Q. The Bell has not got a line there ?—A. They pass half a mile away but do 
not stop there. ; 

Q. The Intercolonial Railway allowed you in all right ?—A. Yes, we have noth- 
ing to complain of. 

Q. The Quebec Central allowed you in?—A. Yes, we have nothing to complain of. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Is the Bell in the Intercolonial offices ?—A. Yes. 
Q. So they have the two?—A. Yes. 
Q. You had no difficulty there at all?—A. No. 


ae Mr. Maclean: 


Q. I would like to ask you if you ever tried +o mzke any connections with the Bell 
Company’s service?—A. Well, I cannot say that we have tried to have any connection 
with the Bell Company. The first thing we had to do with them we asked to buy their 
plant in Rimouski, and we have asked to buy the plant between L’Islet and Lévis, to 
which they replied it was not for sale. 

Q. I mean in regard to business, taking the business from them or offering them 
your business? 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Exchanging your business ?—A. Yes, and they came with a contract in 1900. 
It was a document of about 12 pages typewritten, and all articles. The first page did 


not say much, but on the second page in the first clause they provided that we had to 


remove from Lévis town, where we were installed, and where we had 30 telephones, 
poles, wires, &c. Then they would exchange business, allowing us not to build any more 
lines, not to go into their districts or build anything without asking first their per- 
mission. Of course, they themselves did not agree not to build alongside our line at 
any time. The agreement was all on one side. We did not read the paper through, and 
I don’t know what the other conditions were. 

Q. You did’nt do anything?—A. No. 

Q. You were not obliged to?—A. No, we are carrying on our own business. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. About the capitalisation. You have $100,000. Where do you get that money, 
roughly, from residents mainly in your own district?—A. From our subscribers partly. 
The balance of the capital is in Quebec, the wholesale trade of Quebec, the Seminary of 
Quebec, which has $10,000 of paid up capital, and others. ° 
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Q. Is it comparatively easy now to get money 7—A. Yes. 

Q. You don’t find the Bell people antagonising you in your efforts to raise money ? 
—A. No, they have tried to disturb us from giving a service. I have im my hands an 
advertisement published in the local papers when we were establishing a plant in Lévis. 
We were using the metallic circuit in Lévis and were installing it, while they were us- 
ing a ground circuit. Of course the metallic circuit was giving better satisfaction than’ 
the ground line. The first telephones we had in Lévis were bridging ’phones. So they 
put an advertisement in the local papers in Lévis and Quebec, I think. I have a paper 
here of November 15, 1900, with the advertisement, which is published in French, read- 
ing something like this: 

Tur Bett TELEPHONE Company oF CaNapA, LIMITED, 
176 Notre DAME St., MONTREAL. 


Notice. 


This company possesses the Canadian patent No. 35920, granted to John J. Carty 
for ameliorating circuits of telephone appliances taking in all kinds of bridging bells. 
Any person who, without the written consent of the patent-holder will construct or put 
in use the invention to which this patent applies, or who will procure this invention 
from any person unauthorized by the patent-holder and makes use of it will be pro- 
secuted according to law. 

BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY, 
CO. F. Srsz, President. 


November 15, 1900. 


When the first subscriber read this advertisement and came to us saying he would 
be sued if he used our telephone, he asked, ‘what kind of protection will you give us for 
being subscribers of yours?’ We told them they would not be sued, or if they were 
sued we would stand behind them. But we had our clientéle made up all right enough. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How many employees have you got altogether in all your hnes 2—A. I never 
counted them. 

Q. Well, about how many?—A. I cannot say to you. 

Q. Can’t you say how many employees you have?—A. No. 

Q. How much wages do you pay a month ?—A. It is not divided by months in the 
books. 

Q. How would you divide it?—A. Well, when we pay the wages it all goes in one 
amount. I do not know how much a month. I am not ready to supply that. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Does’nt the statement show that 7—A. The statement is not detailed. 


By Mr. Bergeron: ; 

Q. You cannot tell how many employees you have ¢—A. It depends upon what you 
mean. 

Q. I am talking of operators, like the girls that they employ in the Bell Company. 
Have you central offices where you employ girls or men to do that work ?—-A. We have 
somebody to reply at the switchboards. 

Q. Somebody employed by you ¢—A. Yes. 

Q. How many switchboards have you got ¢—A. Around 65 or 70. 

Q. How many people at each switchboard ?—A. Just one to each. 

Q. That would be seventy people @—A. Yes. |! 

Q. How much do you pay ¢—A. Each is paid out of the revenue. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. A percentage ?—A. Yes. 
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By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. So much per cent ?—A. Yes. 
Q. How much per cent ?—A. They get 10 per cent on the subscribers and 20 per 
cent on the tolls. 
Q. Have you any idea how much it gives them ?—A. The more subscribers the 
more money they get. 


By Mr. Smith : 
Q. Are they paid entirely on that principle ?—A. Pretty nearly. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Are they allowed to do anything after hours ?—A. We don’t care what they do 
after hours. Provided our business is carried on we don’t care what they do afterwards. 
Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—Likely these switchboards are all in stores or places of that kind. 
Have you got a line equipment ? 
Mr. MacitEan.—Linemen. | : 


By Mr. Bergeron: | 
Q. Have you an equipment for that?—A. For construction and repairing, we have 
an equipment for construction. We engage men when they are needed for construction 
and they are discharged when the line is built. 


By Mr, Smith : 
Q. Do they do that by contract?—A. No, by day labour. We don’t build by con- 
tract. When we build we engage the men and put them at it and pay them what they 
earn. , 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. For repairing hav’nt you got a permanent staff of men for the year round ? - 
A. Yes. 
Q. How many men do you employ for that ?—A. Four men. 
Q. For the whole line ?—A. Yes. 
Q. How many miles of line did you say you have?—A. 1,200 miles. 
Q. Four men take care of all that ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Smith : 
Q. What do you pay them ?—A. Well, we pay them about $9 a week. 
Q. You provide facilities for travel when they have to go long - distances ?— 
A. When they are outside their places we pay their expenses. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. On what scale did you fix your prices, what was the model, may I say, on which 
you fixed all your different prices ?—A. I do not understand what you mean. 

Q. When you made up your mind to charge $25 anid $20 and $15, and $12 for the 
farmer, on what did you base your finances to come to such an arrangement to know 
that it was a paying basis?—A. I will explain the whole thing by one example. [ 
will take the $12 rate. Suppose I got four farmers between two parishes. This 
means between the church, the central point in one parish and the central point in 
the next parish. Suppose the distance is four miles and suppose I got four subscribe:s 
on it, perhaps three in three miles and one at the fourth mile; perhaps two in the first 
mile and two in the fourth mile. It is the same thing. Well, I say I will need four 
miles of line to run of No. 12 galvanized wire, $3, on the spot. It takes 150 pounds a 
mile, $4.50 a mile, multiplied by four, $18. Then, I say 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. $18 for what ?—A. For the wire only. Then I say $10 to put it up and $10 
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incidental, and four telephones, $50. Four times $12 will give you $48. Then there is 
expense of running. I give 10 per cent to the central. They will have now extra calis 
on the line for outside circuits and the calls from the neighbours of these new sub- 
seribers, then there will be $3.50 for each drop in the switching apparatus. Suppose 
then that the line will cost $100 instead of $88 and lower down the revenue of that line 
to $25 instead of $48, will it not be still a paying proposition to have a 25 per cent net 
income on that $100 expended on that farmer line ? We will then be perfectly satis- 
fied that a rural line will pay its way. That is the principle on which we decided +o 
build and to accommodate the farmers who want to come on, 
By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. What was that $10 incidental ?—A. I wanted to raise as much as possible the 
eost price of building that line, I wanted to set the cost, the price, as high as possible 
and to show the revenue as little as possible in order to demonstrate to this committee 
that it is still a paying business proposition. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. That is all right, that is the conclusion I came to myself, because we are going 
to have some time all these different companies before us, and we want to find out if 
they can do it cheaper. Could you not give it to the farmers at less than $12 and 
still make money—on your own figures ’—A. It might be done, we have not tried it. 

Q. As a matter of information, doctor, you could rent your ’phones cheaper than 
$12 ?—A. I am not interested in replying to you any more on that subject. You ask 
me to demonstrate to you that this was a paying proposition at a $12 rate, and I 
have done so. 

Q. Yes, but can you not supply them cheaper A. CAF asked me how I cal- 
culated it, and I have shown you. 

Q. There is a little dark spot there, that little allowance of $10 ?—A. There is 
a little dark spot in most places. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. There is a good deal of co-operation in the administration of your company, 
it is based largely on the co-operation of the farmers ?—A. And the operators. 

Q. Of the subscribers being on the switchboard and the operators ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is a good deal on the principle of co-operatinn ?—A. People who are in 
charge of the switchboard are the most interested in giving a gcod service even out- 
side the regulations, sometimes giving connections when they are not obliged to, be- 
cause their revenue is going to be increased as a result and people will all run in and 
take phones. If they only follow the regulations of the company and do not accom- 
modate the people and place them outside the regulations, they may be sure that their 
wages will get lower, because if the people are not satisfied they will take their ’phones 
out. So you see that everybody in my concern is interested to try and do right. 

Q. Are your centrals, or switches, largely in the post offices?—A. I beg pardon? 

Q. Have you many of your switches in the post office ?—A. Yes, I have some. 
As a general principle, we do not put our switchboard in business places because it 
will interfere with the business, undoubtedly. If I put my switchboard in a merch- 
ant’s office, another merchant will not take the telephone, because he knows that his 
business will go to the other man, and the other man will be cognizant of his business. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. What is the largest number of subscribers you have on any switchboard ?—A. 
Two hundred. 

Q. Is that automatic ?—A. No, that is hand work. 

Q. You have not adopted the automatic ?—A. No, sir, because it will not pay, 
‘so we found it. 
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Q. What does the 200 switchboard cost ?—A. Well, I am not ready to give you 
those figures. 


Q. Now, I think we have exhausted the Bellechasse case. 
By Mr. Monk : 


Q. In that calculation you made a moment ago, you did not say anything about 
the poles?—A. Nd, because the poles, as I said, are there already. We do not build 
lines for the farmers at these prices, but we use our pole line along that road. Supv- 
posing a farmer wanted a telephone connection with us and he lives where we have 
no line, I suppose he will furnish us with poles, and help us in some way to make a 
connection. We are always glad to attach new territory, because it gives satisfaction, 
and brings good-will to the company and satisfies all the people. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Do you manufacture your own instruments or do you buy them ?—A. We 
buy them. ts 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. From whom do you get them, from a firm in Canada or from a firm in the 
United States ?—A. From the United States. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Are they not made in Canada ?—A. I do not know any firm making telephones 
in Canada that would suit us. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Chicago is largely the centre for those goods ‘—A. Chicago is the centre. 


. By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Are your instruments about the same as the Bell ?—A. I think our instru- 
ments are better than the Bell, those that we buy in the United States. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Have you had any trouble about the patents ?—A. No, sir. 
Q. There was no trouble about patents in manufacturing the goods?—A. No, sir. 


By the Chatrman: 
Q. What is the date of that letter you read on that subject?@—A. The 12th. 
Q. You have five years from that free from interference?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you were not concerned with any of the patents ?—A. No, sir. IL 
must say, with regard to this line that we are building, that it is one of the best 


_ lines there is in this country. I have seen in the reports of the proceedings of this 


committee that one of the witnesses said that the cost of the lines was very much greater 
in the old country than in this country, because in the old country they were using 400 
lbs. of copper wire per mile, and in this country only 200 lbs. I might say that we are 
using 346 lbs. of copper wire per mile in our line. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. You are not complaining of anything, you are perfectly satisfied with the state 
of things you are enjoying down there?—A. Surely—that is, with the Intercolonial. 
If the Grand Trunk and the Canadian Pacific Railway would admit our lines to their 


‘stations business would be flourishing. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. The general public, as far as you know, and especially those who are your sub- 
scribers, find it a very great accommodation to have communication with the railway 


stations ?—A. Oh, railway stations are the life of trade. 
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Q. If a monopoly could be got in regard to telephone connection with the railway 
stations it would be a monopoly? A telephone company getting control, as this Bell 
Company has, of the two main roads, it has a great monopoly, it is the backbone of the 
monopoly—the control of the stations is what gives them a monopoly. 


Mr. Berceron.—That is only a matter of opinion. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. No, no, he said access to the railways is the life of trade?—A. Yes. 

Q. If you don’t have that—it is not correct for any company to have the only pri- 
vilege of going there—A. All companies should have the same privileges there. 

Q. Free trade in railway stations?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. Have you had more than one instance of trouble with the Bell Company at rail- 
way stations? You spoke of Point Lévis?—A. That is the only point we have had 
trouble with them. Where we are in connection wth the station at St. Agapit in Lot- 
biniéte County, we have the permission, and we had a contract, as I sald. 

Q. There has been no friction with the Bell Company except that one instance ?— 
A. About railway connection ? 

Q. Yes—A. With my company, there is no other. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Have you had any other offer from a small company like the lttle ones you 
have brought in to sell their franchise to you or to amalgamate with you?—A. What 
did you say ? 

Q. Is there any other company that you have got in your view now, either to buy 
or amalgamate with you?—A. Well, we don’t contemplate buying up any company, nor 
are we disposed to sell our company, but we are asked every year if our company is for 
sale. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. By whom?—A. We don’t know by whom. To-day it is a New York syndicate 
who want to buy the line. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. You don’t know who is at the bottom of it?—A. No. 

Q. There is a telephone, I think, in the county of Maskinongé, a little county tele- 
phone. Do you know of it?—A. Yes, it has nothing to do with the Bellechasse Tele-. 
phone Company. 

Q. That would be on your line, is’nt it?—A. Quite so. 

Q. Have there been any pourparlers between them and you as to coming to any 
arrangement ?—A. Between that company and mine ? 

Q. Yes.—A. None. 

Q. Because, if I understand well, the longer a company can travel the better it 
is?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is’nt that the principle ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is on the south side of the St. Lawrence. You have something on the 
north side. Is that the Bellechasse Company again-?’—A. No. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. You say somebody has been trying to buy yours out. Has our company any 
means or protection against being purchased ? Is there any agreement between share- 
holders not to sell out ?—A. No. , 

Q. Everyone is free to sell ?—A. Yes. 

Q. If sufficient inducements are offered the company can be bought out and the 
rates advanced at the end of the present contract 2—A. Yes, because the public have 
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obtained shares. I am able to sell my shares without asking permission from anybody 
else. . 

Q. Your subscribers are not protected in their present rates beyond the present 
contract ?—A. No. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. On the contrary, they could make a pile of money ? 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I would suggest that you take up the St. Maurice Telephone Company. That 
is another company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is independent of the Bellechasse ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Covering a different territory ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you a map ?—A. Yes, (Witness refers to map.) 

The CHAIRMAN.—Mr. Monk, you might take up the examination on this question. 


By Mr. Monk : 
Q. Where does the line begin?—A. The company started business ten years ago 
and was sold so often by auction I don’t remember its date. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. By auction ?—A. Yes. It was not a paying proposition, so we acquired its 
rights about a couple of months ago. This St. Maurice Company starts at Three Rivers 
and runs to Shawenegan behind the parishes of Yamachiche. 

Q. How many miles does it cover ?—A. It is supposed to be 87 miles. 

Q. How many parishes does it go through ?—A. Well, around about fifteen. 


By Mr. Monk: 

Q. How many subscribers has that line?—A. Nearly none. The line is in bad 
order. It will have to be rebuilt and reorganized. This js what I am going to do this 
summer and put up a good first-class service, copper wire, and give satisfaction to the 
people. 

Q. Is it a joint stock company ?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How much did you pay for it 2—A. Keep that for next time I come before the 
committee. . 

Mr. Berceron.—I think we are entitled to know that. Tt will have a great deal to 
do with the rates charged to subscribers. | 

The Cuamman.—Is it the purchase price of some other company ? 

Mr. BERGERON.—Yes. ; 

The CHamMan.—lI hardly think that is of any public interest. 

Mr. Bercrron.—It has a great deal to do with the rates charged to subscribers. 
What is the object of our committee but to see that the public are protected ? Parlia- 


ment may control all these rates and it will be important to know what your company is 
doing, how much you have paid for these lines, and how much you are making. 

Mr. Monx.—The witness has stated that he is about to reorganize the company. 
Perhaps the knowledge of the amount that he paid for the system as it exists may 
interfere with the work of reorganizing. 

Mr. Berceron.—I do not think it would hurt him to say what the amount was. 

The Cuairman.—I do not think it is a matter of consequence. 


By Mr. Grant : 


Q. How long since you acquired the line 2—A. Two months. 
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By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Did you buy it as a running concern or was it practically bankrupt I—A. It 
was running but it could run better. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. I must take hold of you. I want to eet a straight story down in consecutive 
order. You are speaking of the St. Maurice Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the length of it 2—A. 87 miles. 

Q. Over what territory 7—A. In the county of St. Maurice, Grand Mére, Yama- 
chiche, Three Rivers and intermediate points. 

Q. It is a trunk line?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the length of the pole line 2—A. 87 miles, 

Q. Does that méan total mileage, 87 miles?—A. Yes. 

Q. It goes through several parishes 2A. About 15 parishes, in which are Three 
Rivers, Grand Mére and Yamachiche. 

Q. How long have you been in possession of that company ?—A. Two months. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Do you propose reorganizing as a distinct company, or is it purchased by the 
Bellechasse company ?—A. A distinct company. 


By the Chatrman: 
Q. You propose to develop it as you have the Bellechasse company ?—A. Yes, to 
make it a first-class line and a paying proposition, if it is possible. 
Q. At present how many subscribers have you?--A, I cannot say. I suppose 
about 30, perhaps more. 
Q. Is it in an active state @—A. Yes. 
Q. How long has it been in existence 2—A. Ten to twelve years. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Why was it sold by auction 2—A. I suppose it did’nt pay. 
Q, When?—A. I think the last time it was sold it was six or seven years ago. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. I do not think that the investigation of that will be very helpful to us 2—A, 
We bought a line in Maskinongé two months ago and some other lines. 

Q. You have the other, the Portneut 2—A, That is a company we organized 
last winter, and last summer we built around 67 miles of line in the county of Port- 
neuf. 

Q. What company is that?—A. The Portneuf Lelephone Company. They had 
some difficulties with the Canadian Pacific Railway station. We put telephones in the 
private residences of the agents of the Canadian Pacific Railway at these stations. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Where is that ?—A. At Grondines and La Chevrotiére. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. What are the difficulties with the C. P. R.?—A. We could not get permissio 
to put the telephones in the OC. P. R. station. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. What answer did they give, the old one of the Bell ?—A. No, they did not say. 
They said we were not allowed to put telephones in the station. So we had arranged 
to take the agent as a subscriber. 

(). Putting the telephone in his apartments at the station (—A. Yes. We thought 
his being a subscriber it would be all right. We installed the telephone, but after two 
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months the agents were told to take the telephones out of their residences or to get out 
of the stations. So rather than give up their positions the telephone was taken away. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. I heard you say a moment ago that you had bought the Maskinongé Company? 
—A. You asked if the Bellechasse Company had anything to do with it, and I said no 

Q. Who bought it?—A. The St. Maurice Company. 

Q. It does’nt make any difference. That is your company. You are in the St. 
Maurice company ?—A. Yes. : 

Q. I was asking you because my object was that all these little companies—it is 


better for them and for the public to be all together to give them a longer distance . 
to speak on. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
: Q. It is clear now in connection with this north shore office that you were put out 
by the C.P.R.?—A. What did you say ? 
q -Q. In the north shore offices you were refused entrance by the C. P. R.?—A. Yes, 
the agents came in as subscribers. 

Q. And you had to take them out?—A. Yes. 

: Q. And therefore your subscribers cannot get into the stations, cannot have access 
to the stations to find out if their goods have arrived?—A. I do not understand you. 

Q. Your subscribers on the Portneuf line are not in a position to call up the 
_ CO. P.R. and ask about their freight?—A. No, or they can’t find out if a train is on 

® time. 

Q. And yet these people do business with the ii. — A. Yoo 4 very large trade. 
There are five or six parishes in which the Bell does not operate, and yet these people 
have to go to the stations in order to do their business. . 

Q. And they cannot ask a question over your line of the C.P.R. station 2—A. No. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Is the Bell system operating in that district ?—A. Yes, they have telephones 
- in the stations at Grondines and St. Casimir. . I think they have only the central and 
_ . one tetephone in that place. 
Q. Do they run into the back parishes at all, into the rear country ?—A. No. 


— ee ee 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. You are increasing the system as much as you can ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Because naturally it is a paying system ’—A. Yes. 
Q. And you increase it as much as you can ?—A. Yes. 
{ Q. You don’t complain of the Bell Company. They are not in your way, or any 
other company. As a matter of fact you don’t complain of anything ?—A. Well, if 
we got free access to the stations Te 
Q. That is the only thing ?—A. If we could get to the Grand Trunk and C.P.R. 
stations that would suit us all right. 
_Q. Would you be in favour of the government controlling the rates of your com- 
pany ‘—A. I do not think controlling the rates would do very much more for the 
_ people, because if you lower the rates until it is not a paying proposition to extend 
into the country under the rates that would be required by the government, they will 
not extend, and the public will still be without telephones when it is so useful for every- ° 
body in the country to have telephone connection in his own house. If the govern- 
_Iment was owner of all the trunk lines, the main lines, the long-distance lines, it would 
_ be a big thing for the people of this country, and tnen let the towns or the villages be 
the owners of their own local exchanges and they could run .them cheaper than we 
could and the government could manage the long-distance lines at a cheaper rate. 
They would only have to pay 3 or 4 per cent on their bonds, instead of 7 or 8 per cent. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 


QQ. You would not advise taking away from private enterprises any of taeir works 
and putting them into the hands of the government. It would not advance matters, if 
I understand right, if the government would take hold of them or control the rates, 
and your company would not be making the money, you would have no interest in push- 
ing forward ?—A. On that condition it would be of some interest to control the rates, 
only I think it would be better to the owner of the trunk lines. The government would 
accommodate the people much better than if it was tinder private control. It is not 
giving satisfaction to the people who are deprived of the use of the telephone. 
Lf the government is owner, if it is important to touch a little parish behind, or if it 
does not look as if it would pay to extend to it they will go in, just like opening a new 
post office in the back country. Tt will just happen. They don’t ask if it will pay 
on that office alone. The receipts are coming in and it pays in the long run. I say 
the government might easier build lines back into the country because by their ad- . 
ministration it will pay in the long run. — 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. What principle do you act on in extending back into the parishes. Do you go 
and get so many subscribers first 2A. We don’t make these expenditures because we 
consider even if it does not pay now it is to accommodate the people, and the people 
living in the central points by increasing the traffic will make it up all right, even if 
tnere are not more than one or two subscribers for every five or six miles. Then the 
farmers can supply the poles. If the government owned all the telephones for main lines 
they would be in the same‘state of business as we are ourselves. They will be able to 
eet help from the farmers if they wish it to take their lines back into the country just 
as the companies do. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Do you think that is sure 4 Wouldn’t they expect that the government should 
furnish poles and all the rest of that ? Wouldn’t they be more exacting in the case of 
the government ?—A. If the government owned all the lines they could say they would 
furnish a telephone if the farmer would furnish tne poles, and the farmer would likely 
do it much quicker than he would for us, because he knows that the government being 
owner of all the lines in Canada, that that telephone which reaches tneir place will 
take their voices all around the whole country, while with us he can only send his 
voice through a few counties. 


By Mr. Smith: 
Q. You believe in the principle of the Government owning the trunk lines, that it 
will be a benefit to the people of Canada?—A. Yes. The Government can charge any 
rates they like, and they will get the revenue out of it. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. The Government would not like to make money out of it?—A. Well, they would 
see after a year was done whether they had charged too high rates or not. 
Q. If you make it pay, perhaps, it would not be a Government work as long as 1t 
will pay expenses ?—A. I think it would be a paying proposition for the Government 
to run it. 


By Mr. Monk: 
Q. Would there not be danger of politics getting into the running of the line?— 
A. Well, I have not studied that point of it. 
By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Your company have communication, I suppose, with many parishes where there 
is no railway ?—A. Yes. 
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Q. And at considerable distances from the railway ?—A. Yes, sometimes 50 miles 
to the nearest railway. There are many places where it is over that distance from the 
nearest railway, and at St. Agapit, one of the stations in the eounty of Lotbiniére, we 
have run 40 miles behind the railway. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Is that telephone in Maskinongé in operation now?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is it in good order?—A. It is a cheap construction where I have seen it in 
Louiseville, of course, all these lines are not built to go to many places in the first place, 
and consequently they are not built up to standard; they are not built equal to the other 
lines in the size of the poles, they do not use as heavy a pole as is necessary to build a 
good line, and their wires are not stretched properly. They are only built to reach two 
or three parishes, and when that is the case what is the use of putting ten poles more to 
the mile. It was the same way with us when we were starting business, we thought we 
were only going to communicate with a few parishes and we only put in sufficient poles 
to answer the purpose. It was not built with the idea of going far away. 

Q. You are going to make that all right, and put it on a moderate basis?—A. Yes. 

Q. Good instruments and other things, make it thoroughly modern ?—A. They will 
be repaired; we buy new transmitters and put them on, and are just as good as any. I+ 
is not necessary to have new instruments provided that it rings all right, but it takes a 
good transmitter to transmit, if you have not a good transmitter you cannot transmit 
the voice a long distance, but if you have a good transmitter the better the transmission 
you will get for your voice. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Well, doctor, do the farmers appreciate the telephone?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They appreciate the service?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you think every farmer, as a matter of fact, should have a telephone for 
$12 or less a year?—A. $12 or less. 

Q. That is your opinion after investigation, and that it will be a paying proposi- 
tion at that rate?—A. Yes, and I expect we will double the number of our subscribers. 


Witness retired. 


Mr. Ritchie, representing the Bell Telephone Company, called the attention of the 
committee to the fact that in the evidence of Mr. Norman Andrews, before the com- 
mittee on April 5, the letter of Mr. C. F. Sise, president of the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, in reference to the non-success of the municipal telephone system at Glasgow, 
was printed, and that the excerpt from London, England Engineering of July 15, 
1904, which accompanied it and which the letter commended was not published. Ini 
view of the allegations of misrepresentations which were made against Mr. Sise, he 
thought it fair that this omission should not have been made in the records of the com- 
mittee. 

The chairman ruled that the committee had dealt with the point raised, and the 
decision was that as the extract in question was by an anonymous writer, and inasmuch 
as the committee had nothing to do with any quarrel between Mr. Andrews and Mr. 
Sise, it was not in the public interest to encumber the printed records of the committee 
with the excerpt. The excerpt was on file and could be referred to if necessary when, 
Mr. Sise appeared before the committee. 


Committee adjourned. 
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CoMMITTEE Room, 


Tuurspay, April 13, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


The OnarrmMan,—Gentlemen, Dr. Demers, who was examined yesterday, is pre- 
pared to offer some supplementary evidence. Shall he be further examined? 


Carried. 


Dr. Demers, recalled and sworn. 


_ 


By the Chawman : 


Q. Dr. Demers, will you please look at this document (Exhibit 62) ? What is 
it?—A. This is a memorandum of agreement proposed for a joint and physical con- 
nection between the lines of the Beauce Telephone Company, and the Bell Telephone 
Company of Canada, Limited. — 

Q. What is the date of it 7A. Well, it was submitted to the shareholders of the 
Beauce Telephone Company on the 1st February last. . 

Q. Who prepared it ?—A. The Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. And how did you come by it ?—~A. Because I was a shareholder in the Beauce 
Telephone Company, and I had a copy of7it. . 

Q. I mean, was it delivered by the Bell Telephone Company to the Beauce Com- 
pany ?—A. It was delivered by the Bell Company to the Beauce Company. 

Q. Why ?—A. Well, I could not say exactly why, because I suppose they wanted 
the exchange business. 

Q. Yes. Would the Committee like to hear this document read ? I believe that 
up to this time the Beauce Company was in working harmony with the Bellechasse 
Company ?—A. The Beauce Company was exchanging its business with the Belle- 
chasse Company since three or four years before. 

Q. And this agreement would have had some bearing upon your relations ?— A, 
Yes, it was to take the Bellechasse Telephone Company out of the field, out of do.ng 
business with the Beauce Telephone Company. 

Q. This agreement is somewhat lengthy, but it can go on the minutes. 


(Exhibit No. 62.) 


Memorandum of agreement proposed for a joint and physical connection between 
the lines of the Beauce Telephone Company and the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada, Limited. 


The Beauce Company agrees as follows:— 

1. In the event of such an agreement being concluded, to forthwith place its lines 
and apparatus in good working order and condition, and where necessary to secure 
good commercial talking, through the lines of both companies, to provide with due ex- 
pedition metallic circuits on such lines as may be used. | 

2. That it will not connect, directly or indirectly, or allow to be connected, its 
lines and apparatus with the lines of other companies or persons without the consent 
of the Bell Company, and will never disconnect the lines of any company or person 
now connected before this agreement becomes operative. 
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3. That it will not engage in competition with the Bell] Company, nor extend its 
lines to places already connected by the Bell Company, 

4. That it will purchase from the Bell such telephone sets as it may require at 
the following prices.— 

Solid Back Wall, consisting of 1,000 ohm. bridging Bell, Bi-Polar Telephone, 
Solid Back Wall Transmitter, Backboard and Battery Box,—$15 per set at Montreal. 

The Beaucé Company to have the benefit of any general reduction made in this 
price from time to time. 

And that it will purchase from the Bell Company such other apparatus and ma- 
terials as it may require, provided the price and terms are equal to or lower than those 
offered by others. The Bell Company will from time to time furnish a price list of 
apparatus and material it has for sale. 

5. Should it prefer to lease sets or separate telephones and transmitters the follow- 
ing rentals will be charged by the Bell Company at Montreal. ~ 

Five dollars ($5) per annum for each L.D, wall set without battery. 

One dollar ($1) per annum for each hand telephone and, 

Two dollars ($2) per annum for each solid Back Transmitter payable annually in 
advance. 

Leased sets to be returned when repairs are necessary at the cost and charge of the 
Beauce Company, the Bell Company to repair free or replace such sets as are defective. 

6. That it will withdraw from Ste. Marie Parish, Beauce county, handing over +3 
the Bell Company its subscribers in Ste. Marie parish numbering: about thirty-six 
(36). In exchange therefor the Bell Company to hand over to the Beauce Company 
its subscribers at St. Joseph, Beauceville and St. George, about nineteen (19). The 
Bell Company to operate the exchange at Ste. Marie Parish exclusively, and the Beauce 
Company the exchanges and lines in Beauceville, St. Joseph and St, George and else- 
where where they now exist throughout the County of Beauce. In exchange for the 
outside construction which the Beauce Company will hand over at Ste. Marie to, and 
which shall thereupon become the property of the Bell Company, the Bell Company 
will hand over to the Beauce Company the outside lines of the subscribers and its 
poles erected, which lines and poles shall thereupon become the property of the Beauce 
Company (except such poles as earry its long distance lines) at the other three places 
named. Contracts with subscribers of the Beauce Company at Ste. Marie to be us- 
signed to the Bell Company, and those of the Bell Company at St. George, Beauceville 
and St. Joseph to be assigned to the Beauce Company, each company to agree to faith- 
fully carry out and perform all the requirements of these contracts. 

Each company will arrange for an exchange of its telephone sets so that the Bel 
Company will retain the instruments of its subscribers at St. Joseph, Beauceville and 
St. George and the Bell Company will transfer to the Beauce Company an equal num- 


ber of Beauce Company’s sets taken from the subscribers at Ste. Marie. 


THE BELL COMPANY AGREES 


7. That it will not engage in competition in the territory in Beauce County in 
which it is agreed that theBeauce County shall operate, the Bell Company reserves 
the right, however, to extend its lines into and through the territory of the Beauce 
Company for the purpose of building and maintaining through lines. " 

8. Reserves the right to refuse the acceptance of business from or to points on 
the system of the Beauce Company at which the lines or apparatus are not maintained 
in good working order. 

9. To furnish at its Ste. Marie exchange from or to its Ste. Marie subscribers 
on their business while such subscribers’ leases exist, unlimited free county service 
with the subscribers of the Beauce Company in connection with the Beauce Company’s 
exchanges, during the term of their contract. 

10. That its pole line and wires thereon extending from Quebec to St. George will 
remain its property. The copper line will be looped: into the offices of the Beauce Com- 
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pany at St. George, Beauceville and St. Joseph, said line to be used only for paid 
through business ‘incoming’ or ‘ outgoing’ north of Ste. Marie, and not to be used 
for any interchange of business paid or free whatsoever between Ste. Marie, St. Joseph, 
Beauceville and St. George. 

11. That its office at Beauce Junction will be closed, and long-distance service 
shall be had with that place via St. Joseph, at St. J oseph rates, and that its offices at 
St. George, Beauceville and St. Joseph will be closed during the term of this contract, 
unless the Beauce Company shall fail to supply a proper and prompt service at said 
offices in which event the Bell Company may reopen and operate any or all of said 
offices. 

49. Whereas it contemplates extending its line from Scottstown to Megantic and 
opening an exchange at the latter place in that event it is agreed that a conection 
with the existing line of the Beauce Telephone Company shall be made there on terms 
to be arranged. 

13. That for the purpose of timing conversations it will provide and maintain, at 
its own expense, calculagraph at the office of the Beauce Company at St. George, 
Beauceville and St. Joseph. 


It is mutually agreed: 


14. That the Bell Company shall have the first option of purchase of the Beauce 
Company’s telephone plant, property and stock, the intention of the parties being that 
by this clause the Beauce Company snall not dispose of its plant to the prejudice of 
the Bell Company, provided that the latter is willing at the time of the proposed sale 
to pay as much as any other bona fide purchaser, but shall give the Bell Company the 
preference, other things being equal. 

15. That the parties hereto shall not have the right to transmit messages free over 
the lines of each other. 

16. That neither party shall be liable to the other for any error or errors in send- 
ing messages, whether through the fault of any operator, agent or other person or per- 
sons, or from any other cause wnatsoever, and that each party hereto, shall ‘only be 
liable for any accidents, damages, losses or costs occurring or incurred at or on its own 
lines unless the same shall be proved to have been caused through! the act, neglect or 
fault of the other party. 

17. That for the purpose of delivering written messages or for calling customers 
to the telephone, messenger service will be furnished when required, at reasonable rates 
by both parties hereto. 

18. Toll business between Ste. Marie and points south to be transmitted on the 
lines of the Beauce Company, the Bell Company to receive 15 per cent of the receipts 
on such ‘In’ and ‘Out’ paid business, the Beauce Company to receive 15 per cent 
on ‘In’ and ‘ Out’ messages over the Bell Company’s lines originating at or destined 
to St. George, Beauceville or St. Joseph. The above percentage of receipts due to the 
Beauce Company shall apply only on the Bell Company’s portion of the tariff of busi- 
ness from or to ‘ other lines’ points. 

19. That each company will furnish to the otaer complete lists of its offices and 
the local tariffs to switching points and that the initial unit of time for conversations 
cver thé lines of both companies shall be three minutes; overtime in excess of such 
unit to be charges per minute. 

90. The agreement shall not be transferable by either party witnout the consent 
of the other. 

91. Regular monthly settlements and remittances to the head offices to be made for 
all business interchanged by the connecting companies, each company to keep a cor- 
rect record of the previous month’s business interchanged and forward report of name 
to the other company for comparison and ratification of errors. 

92. Both companies will faithfully observe the terms of the contract and maintain 
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their lines, apparatus and service in good working order and condition, and make re- 
pairs with all reasonable despatch. 
23. The period of this contract shall be for five years. 


Approved by 


L. B. McFARLANE, 
General Superintendent. 
Montreat, December 7, 1904. 


The Cuamman.—The effect of this agreement if entered into by the Beauce Com- 
pany would have been ‘the Beauce Company hereby contracts not to grant exchanges 
to the Bellechasse Company ’?—A. Yes, to any company without having first seen the 
Be:l Telephone Company. | 

Q. So that the effect of the Beauce Company entering into this arrangement with 
the Bell Company would have been to have impaired the usefulness of your company ?— 
' A. Yes, to take us out of the field. 

Q. To have deprived you of the benefit of the exchange which you had then, and 
which you still have with the Beauce Company?—A. Yes. 


Mr. Monx.—Is there a special clause to that effect ? 

The Cuairman.—Well, I have not read it all. Shall I read it all to the committee? 
Mr. Monx.—Not for me. 

The Cuamman.—It contains other provisions. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 


Q. You say this document was prepared by the Bell Telephone Company 2A, 
Well, I supposed, because it was submitted 

Q. You do not know?—A. No, it was submitted to the Beauce Telephone Com- 
pany’s shareholders. ’ 

Q. Would it be supposed the Bell Telephone Company would not have prepared 
such a document without consulting first with the Beauce Company 4—A. Well, I do 
not know of anything. I am merely a shareholder. 

Q. You do not know anything about it? The only thing you know about it is that 
it came into your hands?—A. It was submitted, yes. 

Q. In fact you do not know whether it was prepared by the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany’—A. Well, it was signed on it ‘approved by L. B. McFarlane, general superin- 
tendent.’ 

Q. Yes, but you do not know as a matter of fact whether this was prepared, by the 
Bell Telephone Company ?—A. I do not know anything of it, except as a shareholder. 
I know as a shareholder. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Well, there will be no trouble in determining that if it is material. I do not 
know if it is material. There is no doubt whatever that a monopoly will hang on to its 
monopoly as long as it can. Dr. Demers, are you aware of any contracts by the Bell 
Telephone Company, other than that of railways, of the nature of those that were put 
in by the Bell Telephone Company?—A. Well, I think there are some contracts with 
the Richelieu and Ontario Navigation Company. 

Q. Are there any others?—A. There might be. There might be some other con- 
tracts with private companies or large corporations, I do not know. 

Q. Why do you say they have a contract with the Richelieu and Ontario Naviga- 
tion Company ?—A. Because Mr. Forget, the president of the Richelieu and Ontario 
Navigation Company told it to my father. 

Q. Well, we will get it from the Bell Company. You have not got the automatic 
system at Lévis, have you?—A. No, sir. 
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Q. You are operating an exchange there, are you not?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think an automatic system would be helpful there?—A. Well, not for a 
small place like Lévis, because we are operating with two girls, and for handling the 
long-distance service it will take just the same, two girls. So the automatic will not 
suit us for that place. 

Q. You told us yesterday that you had made 14 per cent in the year just closed, 
11 the previous year. How about preceding years from the commencement of the Belle- 
chasse Company ?—A. Well, we have, since the seven years we have been in business, 
we have paid a yearly dividend of 7 per cent to our shareholders, and we had something 
else left. 


Witness was then discharged. 


Mr. ALEXANDER STARK sworn. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Where do you live, Mr. Stark?—A. I now live in the Junction. My business is 
in Toronto. 

Q. You are carrying on business in Toronto?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What business?—A. The electric light and telephone. 

Q. What is the nature of the telephone business you are engaged in ¢—A. Regular 
exchange work. 

_  Q. What do you mean by regular exchange work?2?—A. Supplying service to the 
municipality. , 

Q. To what?—A. Local service. 

Q. What municipality ?—A. Toronto Junction and the district. 

Q. Describe the extent of your works at Toronto Junction?—A. We have water- 
power on the Humber, about a mile or a mile and a half from Lambton, which is about 
two miles and a half from the Junction. We have got about 300 horse-power, and we 
are supplying between 5,000 and 6,000 lights. 

Q. I am not concerned about the lights. It is the telephone side of it I want?—A. 
We are just installing a system now. 

Q. Telephone system?—A. Yes. 

Q. What progress have you made?—A. We have got the outside construction built 
to accommodate between 400 and 500 subscribers. We have got the inside construction 
completed for 100 subscribers. We have got about 26 of those subscribers working. We 
started to install that system last November. 

Q. Is the Bell Telephone Company in the Junction as well? Is 1t operating in the 
Junction?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do you charge subscribers 2—A. We charge them $6 a year for installa- 
tion, and then we charge a cent a call. Our limit for private houses is $15, and for 
business houses $20. It is a toll system. 

Q. $15 for private houses and $20 for business houses ?—A. As the limit. 

Q. The outside limit?—A. Yes, sir. It cannot cost them any more than that. 

Q. But they may contract at a smaller amount?—A. The telephone may not cost 
them $10 a year. 

They may contract for $6 a year and pay one cent, is that it?—-A. Yes. 

. Per call?’—A. Per call. 

This rate is for people within the Junction 2—A. In the district. \: 
Are they separate wires?—A. Yes, sir. 

What sort of exchange do you operate?—A. Automatic. 

What system?—A. The Strowger system. 

The Strowger system?—A. Yes, sir. 

Is that in use elsewhere ?—A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Where?—A. It is in use to my knowledge in Grand Rapids and in Portland— 
that is, I have been at those points—and in Chicago. 

Q. You have seen it in operation ?—A. Yes, sir; and it is in operation, I think, 
in over 25 different places. 

Q. Can you describe that system ?—A. Well, it is rather difficult to describe. 

Q. Very well, we will get at it in another way. Can you get, under the system, a 
maximum sufficient for varying numbers of subscribers (—A. Yes, sir, 

Q. What is the minimum number that can be cerved by the Strowger system ?—A. 
They can be served from two up to any number. 

Q. But there is a unit, I suppose, in this machine?—A. Yes, they put in hundred 
units, that is the smallest. 

Q. The smallest unit is 100?—A. That is the capacity. 

Q. What would that cost delivered in Canada?—A. It would cost—that would be 
per line? They always figure per line complete. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. What do you call per line 2—A. For instance, if they supplied you with an 
exchange for 100 you might only have 50 on that 100, but they would charge you per 
line. That is to say, supposing it was $40 a line, well then they would charge you 50 
times 40. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. $2,000?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Why not 100 times 40, 100 subscribers ?—A. Well, if you had 100 subscribers 
on the switchboard, then they would charge you the full amount. 

Q. I want to ascertain what it would cost the Canadian public to install an ex- 
change, we will say with 100 subscribers, with the Strowger system? What would you 
have to pay the owner of the invention?—A. You would have to pay them nearly $40 
per line. 

Q. $4,000 ?2—A. Yes. 

Q. And what would you get for that ?~A. You would get a switchboard appa- 
ratus complete in the exchange, all the telephgne instruments complete for the sub- 
scriber’s premises; you would have to build lines and any outside construction to con- 
nect the two together. 

Q. From the central office 2—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They would give you the complete equipment for the central office, the ex- 
change office 2—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The remainder would be 2—A. And for the subscribers. 

Q. The remaining work would be to connect the subscribers with the central office 

by line?—A.Yes, sir, that is it. 
_' Q. And then you would have a service of 100 subscribers 2—A. One hundred sub- 
seribers. . 

Q. At a capital outlay of $4,000, and in addition to that the cost of the lines?— 
A. Well, you have got to pay the duty in addition to that. 

Q. Duty ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What will it cost a year to maintain that system, the unit of 100?—A. Well, I 
cannot give you that of my own knowledge, because we have not been a year operating 
yet, and furthermore, our system is not simply a telephone system, it is a combination. 

Q. Well, I want you to forget your other relations?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And to give us as far as your knowledge will go the cost of maintaining 
an automatic service supplying 100 subscribers. What do you think it will cost? What 
attendants or other assistance do you require on this automatic system ?—A. Well, of 
course you would have to have one man for a system comprising 100 lines. 

Q. Do you mean one man in the office?—A. Yes, sir. If you had 200 lines or 300 
lines the increased cost would not be in proportion. That is the maintenance. . 
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Q. The attendance?—A. Yes, the attendance. 
; Q. One man could attend more than one unit of 1002?—A. Yes, sir. One man 
could attend up to 1,000. ’ 

Q. A thousand is the maximum?—A. That is what is considered to be the maxi- 
mum. I am not speaking from my own experience; I am speaking now from informa- 
tion I got. . 

Q. From the Telephone World?—A. From practical men. 

Q. So that if you required to keep an exchange of 1,000 open the whole twenty-four 
hours ?—A. You would have to have three men. 

Q. Three men?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What would it cost by the manual system for 1,000? How many attendants 
would be necessary for the same service continuously ?—A. Well, I would judge that it 
would cost a taird more anyway, just for the attendance alone. 

Q. How many persons would require to attend for twenty-four hours the service 
of 1,000 subscribers?—A. Is that just for the attendance to the switchboard or for the 
operating as well ? 

Q. Well, to do the work that the automatic does 2—A. To do the work that the 
automatic does? Well, I should think it would take between 15 and 20, includiag 
operators, and supervisors as well as operators, the relief, the night operators and the 
attendance, all the parties. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. That would be 15 or 20 compared with 3?—A. Compared with 3, yes. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Fifteen or 20 for the whole twenty-four hours?—A. That is including operators 
and the supervision. 

Q. To do the work that the automatic machine does?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The difference is between 8 and 18 or 20?—A. Yes, it would be about that. 

Q. Can you tell me what it would cost, we will say in the county of York—you are 
speaking of Toronto Junction, whichis in the county of York A. In tne township 
of York. 

Q. In the township of York ?—A. Yes, sir, and in the county of York. 

Q. Can you tell me what it would cost a mile to construct a pole line in the 
county, in the rural district, a line sufficient to carry enough lines to serve a rural dis- 
trict, one or two lines per pole?—A. That would mean just the cost of the poles and 
the wire. ‘ 

Q. Yes, and the insulators and the erection of whatever else tnere is?—A. Per 
mile ? 

Q. Per mile ?—A. Well, you could only figure on the poles. You have got to figure 
on the number of wires before you can find the cost of it, because it will cost much 
more in proportion to build one wire than it will to build ten wires. 

Q. Well, I will put it in another way to you, Mr. Stark. We will suppose that 
there are two farmers living two miles apart, and they desire to construct a telephone 
system between their two premises. Waat would be the cost of a system sufficient to 
meet their needs?—A. Well, sir, I do not think that you can get a standard. That cost 
would depend altogether on the circumstances. Some men might do that very cheaply, 
and in some places it might cost a great deal more than others; but if you built on 
the regular long-distance system then you have got to get your poles and get them 
brougat in and delivered, and your construction is altogether different; it costs a great 
deal more. But you take farmers’ lines, and they could get 25-foot poles, and perhaps 
they could cut them and deliver them themselves. 

Q. Well, make them good standard poles?—A. Well, it would take 100 poles to 
the mile, and really it would take about $10 per pole. 
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Q. Oh, no.—A. Yes, it would. 
Q. Ten dollars for a pole?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. That is put up?—A. That is put up, yes. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Oh, no.—A. I can show you the bill for Beatty 
Q. Well, I should be amazed. I built a line myself.—A. Well, that is just ae ee 
depends altogetner upon the conditions. 
Q. Ten dollars a pole?—A. Put up. 


Mr. Bercrron.—How much did your poles cost, Sir William ? 
The CyamMan.—It was some years ago. They only cost 75 cents. ° 


A. Oh, poles are poles now. You cannot get those same poles now for less than 
$1.50 or $1.75. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. How far apart’ do they put those poles, Mr. Stark?—A. How far apart ? 

Q. Yes?—A. There is about 100 to the mile. . 

Q. That is extraordinary—A, Oh, hold on a minute. About 100 feet apart, or- 
dinary construction. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. That would be 52?—A. That is down to 32 paces. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. I understood they put poles 110 feet apart?—A. They put them according to 
construction. If your construction is heavy they are closer. If you take long-distance 
work they will run as high as 35 paces. 

Q. But, Mr. Stark, there are only 35 telegraph poles to a mile2?—A. 35 poles to 
the mile? 

Q. Yes.—A. To the mile. 


Mr. ZimMERMAN.—That is the ordinary country line. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Take the telegraph lines that run across lines of railway carrying many wires? 
—A. They have put them as high as 40 and 45 paces, but that was years ago. They 
are not built as far apart now, and I have put up thousands of poles, and I have put 
them up 100 feet apart, 100 to 110 feet. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Forty paces would mean 120 feet ?—A. Yes. I am talking about long-distance 
telegraph lines now that they built some years ago. I suppose the teiephone lines at 
the start would be about the same length. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Well, I am asking for lines for the use of people living in rural districts ?—A. 
Yes, sir; they can be built a great deal cheaper. 

Q. Well, that is what I am trying to get at. Can you estimate what it would cost 
to build the line such as I have described between two farmers at a distance of two 
miles and to be operated for their own use?—A. It would be hard work for me to give 
a price on that unless I knew the conditions. 

Q. I see—A. But under regular long-distance construction, what I stated a moment 
ago would apply. There is no doubt that to build a line between two farmers you could 
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Q. I suppose the standard of long-distance lines differs materially from the stand- 
ard of private lines?—A. It has got to be in A 1 shape, if the service is going to be 
‘worth anything over the line. 

The CHairMAN.—It is very extraordinary. 


Mr. ZimMERMAN.—I think the gentleman who gave his evidence yesterday told us 
the cost would be $120 per mile with two wires. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Have you ever constructed anything else in the rural district @—A. My con- 
struction has been mainly in Toronto. 
Q. Isee. Then you have no knowledge of the conditions in the rural districts in 
Canada, the cost of poles or labour, have you?—A. Well, I have not had any great ex: 
perience in it. 


By Mr. Grant : 


Q. You would have to bring your poles from the northern part of Ontario?%—A. 
Now they have to do so. 

Q. A hundred miles or more into Toronto ¢—A. Now they have to do so. 

Q. At a considerable freight charge?—A. Yes. The freight is high. 


Mr. Bercrron.—Well, according to your first answer the cost would be about $1,000 
a mile. 


The CHAIRMAN.—For the poles. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. For the poles?—A. Yes. That is right, but then those poles will carry cables 
as well as wires. For instance, I have seen those poles carry 900 wires, including cables. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. I presume that would be a forty-feet pole?—A. That, of course, is city construc- 
tion, not country construction. Of course, a line between two farmers could be built 
very much cheaper than that. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I thought you would have been able to give us your experience of systems in 
rural districts. Supposing there was a group of farmers of 20 who desired to establish 
a little system with perhaps a connection with the nearest town, I thought you would 
have been able to give us a fair business estimate of the cost of that system?—A. Do 
you mean the cost of the line? 

Q. I mean the cost of everything.—A. Yes, sir. Well, I have been figuring on a 
line of that sort, and I think it would cost the farmer $10 a year. 

Q. Well, I am asking you the capital outlay ?—A. I do not think I could answer 
you that satisfactorily. 

Q. How do you arrive at the annual ccst to the user if you do not know the capital 
outlay ?—A. That was according to the number on the line. There is about 15 or 20 
on this line, which costs about $2,000, the four miles of it. That would be about 
$500. 

Q. Do you know the extent of the Bell Telephone Company’s system in Toronto 
Junction?—A. They have got about 180 subscribers, I think. 

Q. How are you going to connect with the trunk lines?—A. With the trunk lines? 

Q. Yes—A. Well, if we have long-distance lines we will have to build them. 

Q. Have you approached the Bell Company ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you get subscribers without being able to give them long-distance connec: 
tion?—A. Yes, sir, I have got more subscribers now, contracts signed, than the Bell 
nave got in the Junction. 

Q. How many have you got signed?—A. Over 150. 
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Q. When do you expect to have them installed ?—A. I expect to have 100 of these 
completed at the end of this month. The other 100 will be delayed some because we 
are putting up a new building. 

Q. Have you not approached the Bell Telephone Company to secure a long-dis- 
tance connection ?—A, No, sir. | 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Are any of the Bell subscribers signing contracts with you?—A. They are 
‘mostly all Bell subscribers. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Whenever you have been thinking of having a long-distance connection have 
you ever thought of approaching any of the telegraph companies; they seem to have 
poles all over the country ?—A. Well, you see we have only been started since last 
November. We. are installing our system, and we ‘nave not got to that point yet. We 
have no outside points yet to get connection with, so it has not been necessary for us 
to approach the long-distance question. 

Q. I am asking, because of all those who have been here I have never heard of 
their trying to make use of the telegraph system for long-distance ‘connections, but 
only with the telephone. It seems to me that these telegraph companies go all over the 
country, and that a young company like yours might make an arrangement with the 
telegraph company. But as you say, you have not come to that point yet.—A. We have 
not yet come to that point. 

Q. Just one word about that system you are using. You import your instruments 
from the United States ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you pay tne duty ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How much do you pay?—A. Twenty-five per cent. 

Q. Is this system that you have in vogue, is it becoming general, or do you think 
it will become a general system in Canada?—A. I am certain about it. 

Q. Is it supposed to be the best 2—A. I suppose it is the best. 

Q. I am just asking this—it may not have much bearing upon our subject—but 
could not these instruments be made in Canada ?—A. They could be made in Canada; 
there is no reason why they should not be. 

Q. They could be made in Canada ?2—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 


Q. As far as I can gather from your evidence, you have no experience as to the 
cost of building a telephone line in the country /—A. I have never built any long-dis- 


- tance lines. 


Q. So you cannot give, as a certainty, the cost which would have to be incurred 
in building such a line? Your company is a new company ’—A. Our company is a 
new company. 

Q. Did you commence your experience in the telephone business with that new 
company, or did you have any experience before that ?—A. I have been over twenty-five 
years in the business. 

Q. In what company ?—A. In the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. You have been twenty-five years with them?—A. I haven’t been the whole 
twenty-five years with them. I think I was in the business before they started. 

Q. How many years were you witn them?—A. Over twenty-four years, I think. 

Q. When you left them you entered immediately in that new company; you under- 
took to start that new company ?—A. Well, myself and a certain number of men started 
to form a company. We had not started, but practically begun the business as I told 


you I think last November. 
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By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. What was the object of your starting this 2. Was it because you were not well 
served by the Bell Telephone Company, or any other company, or was it because you 
thought it was a good paying business—as a matter of business—that you were going 
into that?—A. I started it because it was a new invention of my own. 

Q. That is your invention ?—A. Yes, sir, my invention. 

Q. What is your invention that you import from the states?—A. My invention is 
a combination of the telephone and electric light on the same circuit at the same time. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 

Q. You say you have not approached the Bell Telephone Company in regard to 
being served by their long-distance lines, that you had not approached them to make 
any agreement with them. Why?—A. I have not approached them; I did not think it 
was any use approaching them. 

Q. Have you any reason to believe it was of no use?—A. Yes, I have. 

Q. How can you say so—have you spoken. to them about it?—A. No, I have not. 

Q. What makes you say you have reason to believe you could not make any agree- 
ment with them ?—A. My experience while I was with them. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. I do not think this would be evidence 2—A. I am only answering the questions 
asked me. | 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. Were you with the Bell Telephone Company 7—A. Yes. 

Q. In what capacity ?—A. I was superintendent. 

Q. In the city of Toronto?—A. Yes. 

Q. For how many years?—A. I was operating in the city of Toronto in telephone 
lines before the Bell Company came into it, and I operated it for the Bell Company up 
to the time I left two years ago this month. In fact, I built the telephone plant in the 
city of Toronto, as far as that is concerned, with the exception of what they have done 
since I left. I laid it out and put it all up. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. So that your knowledge is really of city construction rather than long-distance 
or outside construction ?—A. It is city construction, yes, sir. 


By Mr. Grant: 


" Q. And you would not say for a moment that the figures you gave as to the cost of 
construction of rural line apply to the rural portion?—A. No, as I have said before a 
rural line constructed as the chairman has mentioned would be constructed very differ- 
ently and at a much cheaper rate. 

Q. At a much cheaper rate?—A. Yes, sir. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. WinutAM Bamprietp, Kingston, called and sworn. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Are you engaged with any telephone company ?—A. With the North American 
Telegraph Company. ws 
Q. At Kingston, is it ?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The headquarters is at Kingston?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you call it a telegraph company?—A. Yes. | 
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Q. Is there a telephone company also?—A. Yes. 
. Q. When was it begun?—A. The charter was obtained in 1886, but I believe the 
first work was done in June, 1887. 

Q. I am speaking of the telephone side of it—are you in the telephone business ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. Does your company do a telephone business?—A. Yes. 

Q. Where?—A. We occupy the territory on the ea&t of a line drawn north from 
Port Hope and west of a line drawn north from Brockville; we operate a telephone 


| between these two points and west of the Ottawa river; that is the territory we operate. 


Q. Describe the system, the extent of your system ?—A. Well, we have 41 telephone 
exchanges and 81 telephone toll offices, and we have 682 telephones in operation. 

Q. How many miles of pole line2—A. 1,989 miles of toll lines. 

Q. What do you mean by toll lines?—A. That is a line over which we charge for 
conversation, that does not inchide the subcribers’ wire. 

Q. What we may describe as the long-distance?—A. Yes, long-distance. 

Q. In addition to the long-distance lines you have individual service ?—A. Yes, 
individual exchanges. 

Q. You mean you have individual pole line, that is what I want to get at. 


By Mr .Bergeron:. 
You mean wire?—A. Yes, wire. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I meant pole line, you might have many miiles. of wire but on the same pole 
line ?—A, Yes, we have; that would be about one-half that number of miles. 

Q. The total number of miles of pole line would be, how long?—A. About 1,000 
or 900 miles. 

Q. Then you have—— A. I find I have it here—miles of poles on long-distance 
line, 758. 

Q. Yes, and now for subscribers ?—A. I have not got that here; I ean tell you 
the number of subscribers we have and the average. 

Q. It is of no great consequence. You are doing the business in ‘the towns ar 
villages? And in the rural districts?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any lines running direct from your exchanges to the rural district, 
to individual subscribers, to farmers, for example ?—A. No,—yes, we. have one line 
on which there are some farmers connected. 

Q. At what point is that?—A. We have a line running from Deseronto’ to Bath, 
and on that line there are about five farmers. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. What is the distance?—A. From Deseronto to Bath the line runs right through 
and as the farmers came in, we do not do very much through business on that line, we 
have given them connection. : 

Q. Have they a branch from the line to their houses?—A. The line goes by their 
houses in every instance. 

Q. But there is a wire from the line into their houses?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have not built wire lines direct to the houses?—A. You mean for farmers? 

Q. In the rural districts, a mile, two miles or three miles in length?—A. No. 

Q. Have you any information as to the cost of such a line?—A. Yes. 

Q. Per mile? Per mile of pole line?—A. Per mile. 

Q. What is it?—A. We -re at present estimating for building some lines especially 
for farmers; we have started that this year. We have estimated that ‘this line will 
cost us, they may cost differently in different sections of the country, if you come to a 
rough, rocky section it will cost more, but we estimate that a line that will give the 
farmer a first-class service will cost perhaps about ten miles long, on which we hope 


to put ten farmers, about $1,500. 
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Does that cover the cost of the instruments as well ?—A. No. 
Just the line itself?—A. The line itself. 
. Poles, wire and erection, I suppose?—A. Poles, wire and erection. 


©L0 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Do you use copper wire for that ?—A. No. 
Q. What kind of wire do you use?—A. No. 9 iron wire. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. That will be $150 per mile?—A. Yes. 
Q. And in addition you will have to supply each of these ten subscribers with an 
instrument ?—A. Yes. 
Q. What do you allow for that?—A. About $20 or $21. 
Q. For the 15?—A. Oh no, for each. 
Q. For each ’phone?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. For each ’phone?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. How is this amount arrived at?’—A. Well, we will have tne telephone, that is 
the cost. We have to furnish him with a ’phone, with a telephone and a bell, and the 
telephone cord, and a three-cell battery, and a lightning arrester, and that will run up 
to $20. 

Q. Where do you get these supplies ?-A. We buy them from the Northern Electric 
Company. 

Q. Where is that ?—A. In Montreal. 

Q. What do they cnarge for such an outfit?—A. That is what they charge. 

Q. To the public?—A. We do not seli them to the farmer. 

Q. You would have to pay that?—A. That is what I am saying. That is the cost 
of the outfit I think to us. 

Q. That is the lowest net cost price to you?—A. $21 per set. That is for a long: 
distance instrument. You understand we could furnish them with a Blake set for 
about $14.50; that is what the cost to us would be. 

Q. What would he get for that?’—A. Practically the same; but he would not get 
a long-distance transmitter, and would only get a one-cell battery. 

Q. Then it will cost the farmer $150 for the line, and $21%—A. $21. 

Q. That is $171—that will be the capital cost per mile?—A. That will be our capi: 
tal cost. 

Q. That will be tne capital cost to erect it? I was not saying to whom?—A.Yes, 
but of course if we were going to put up a line we would put up a line that we expect 
to maintain; a farmer might put up a much cheaper one. . 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Is that a single or a double line ?—A. It is a metallic cireuit, a double line. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. That is the system he is speaking about—a metallic circuit, double line. That 
is what you call a first-class line?—A. That is a first-class line, a double line. 

Q. A first-class line, with first-class instruments and long-distance ’phones would 
be $171 per mile?—A. About that. 

Q. Have you any experience with the working of the automatic system ?—A. No. 

Q. Have you any information in regard to the working of the automatic system? 
—A. I have not seen an automatic system for over seven years, so I cannot tell you. 

@. You have not studied the latest devices ?—A. No. 
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Q. You are not in a position to offer any opinion as to other *phones?—A. No. 

Q. Have you a financial statement of your company here?—A. Yes. 

Q. I suppose it is not private ?—A. There is nothing here that I cannot submit to 
the Committee. 

Q. Well, we want to ascertain what it is likely to cost the public to construct tele- 
phone lines, and your experience with telepnone systems would be helpful. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. How much did you say you charged the farmers?—A. What we are cha rging 
them ? 
Q. Yes.—A. $15. The contracts we are trying to get are on the basis of one farmer 
per mile, charging him $15 a year, and he is connected with the nearest exchange. We 
have built lines about on that basis. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. He will get a good long-distance instrument and long-distance connection 2— 
A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. For that $15 has he a rigint to use the long-distance telephone ?—A. He has the 
right to talk free to all subscribers in the nearest exchange, that is, the one with which 
he is connected. 


Q. In that district?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Grant : 


Q. How is it outside of that ?—A. He pays the regular toll as everybody else does. 
Q. What is the rate?—A. Our rate is about one-half cent a mile. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. If I understand you aright you have not got any long-distance line, have you? 
—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. How far?—A. 753 miles. 

Q. It would be from Kingston *—A. From Kingston we run to Belleville and 
from Belleville up to Stirling, from Stirling to Peterborough, and we run from Stirling 
to Marmora and to Madoc. 

Q. That goes through how many counties ? 


The CHairMAN.—Durham, Hastings 
Wirness.—Everything between Port Hope and Brockville. 


Q. That is what you call your long-distance 2—A. We call them toll lines. 

Q. A farmer paying $15, if he wants to speak on the whole of that line he will 
have to pay ?—A. The same as if he went into one of the regular offices. ‘ 

Q. This $15 is for the subscribers in the district 2—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You have an arrangement with the Bell Company, have you?—A. Yes. 
Q. You have a written agreement with them?—A. Yes. 
Q. Have you got it with you?—A. Yes, a copy of it. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Do you work with the Bell Company in any way?—A. We have a working agree- 
ment with them—it is a working agreement with them. 

_ The Cuairman.—Toais is an agreement bearing date January 1, 1900, between the 

Bell Company and the North American Telegraph Company. Well, we will put it on 


the minutes. (Exhibit No. 63.) 
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By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. You charge $15 a year. Have you any objection to telling us what are the 
profits of your company on that kind of telephone to the farmers ?—A. No, I cannot 
tell you that, because we have not had one farmer for a whole year yet. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 

Q. What do you mean by that, you say you have not had one farmer a whole year? 
—A. At the present time we have only got four or five farmers connected with our. 
dystem, and these contracts have been made within the last year. 

The OHAIRMAN.—I would like to read over this agreement. Tt is interesting. I 
think it explains somewhat the high cost of these instruments. The agreement as pro- 
duced is as follows :— 


‘Exhibit No. 63. 

‘Memorandum of Agreement made in duplicate this first day of January, nineteen 
hundred ; 

‘Between the Bell Telephone Company of Canada (Limited), hereinafter called 
the Telephone Company, of the first part, and 

‘The North American Company (Limited), hereinafter called the Telegraph 
Company, of the second part. 

‘Whereas, it has been considered advisable and expedient by the said companies 
that an agreement be entered into whereby an interchange of telephone business may 
be made, and to provide for the use or partial use of certain wires and poles of the said 
companies by the one or the other or both of said companies within the limits of the 
district hereinafter described. 

‘Now this Agreement witnesseth, that the said companies agree, one with the other, 
that— 

‘4st. That the Telegraph Company shall occupy and operate for telephone purposes 
the said territory lying between the parallel lines drawn north and south through the 
towns of Port Hope and Brockville, and bounded on the north by the Ottawa river and 
such other points of territory as may be mutually agreed upon, in the manner following, 
namely :— 

‘Tt is agreed taat the limits of the existing exchanges of the telephone company’s 
which it shall continue to occupy and operate in said territory are comprised within a 
five-mile radius of such exchanges, and the parties hereto agree to take no subscribers 
and give no service within such limit except as herein provided. 

‘nd. That the Telephone Company shall, except as hereinafter provided, make 
no further extensions of its system within the territory hereinbefore named during the 
continuance of this contract, all extension of telephone lines thereof and of all exist- 
ing lines and exchanges of the Telegraph Company in said territory being left in the 
hands of the Telegraph Company, except that where and when it may be considered ex- 
pedient to extend or Jessen the territory operated by the Telegraph Company such 
change shall be the subject of mutual agreement by the parties hereto and endorsed 
hereon. . 

‘3rd. The Telegraph Company agrees to use no telephonic apparatus except that 
furnished by the Telepnone Company, and to pay therefor a price equal to the price 
paid by the Telephone Company and five per cent commission thereon.’ 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I would ask you whether you are complying with this provision when purchas- 
ing from the Northern Electric? That is a part of the Bell Company’s business ?— 
A. Tne Northern Electric Company furnishes their instruments. 

Q. Do they direct you to buy there ?—A. We buy from the Bell Company. 

Q. You buy from the Bell Company %—A. Yes. 
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Q. Not from the Northern Electric Company ?—A. They are made by the North- 
ern Electric Company. 

Q. You purchase the $21 outfit from the Bell Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is the price they charge you?—A. Yes. 

Q. You are obliged’ under this contract to purchase from them 2—A. Yes. 

Q. You are not at liberty to go to the open market?—A. No. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. You pay five per cent more?—A. We pay a price as they stand on their books, 
plus five per cent. 
Q. Why do you do that? 


The CHairman.—It is a part of the agreement. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Is that why you do it?—A. It is to our advantage. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. You are practically arranging not to compete ?—A. We get the advantage of 
the use of their line, which is a great advantage to us. 
Q. By this agreement you are not competing in the territory ?—A. No. 
The CuairMan.—We will go on and read the rest of this agreement (Exhibit —/o. 
63), and we will see if there is anything in it. 


‘4th. All the telephone lines and excnanges erected by the Telegraph Company 
are to be maintained by that company in good order.’ 


Q. Then you have poles in common?—A. If we want to run a line by their poles 
we get permission from them, and vice versa. 


The Cyamman.—The agreement goes on (Exhibit No. 63) :— 


‘5th. Where the poles of either company are used by the other for tne purpose of 
carrying wires, a uniform charge of 10 cents per pin occupied shall be made. Formal 
and prior application for the use of poles must be made by each company to the other, 
and where the privilege is granted a proper record thereof must be kept by both parties 
hereto, and eacn party agrees to keep its own wires in good order. 

‘6th. The conditions and divisions of tolls on business between the two companies 
shall be fixed from time to time as per schedule to be attached hereto and become part 
of this contract. 

‘7th. Accounts of both companies to be rendered and settled monthly. 

‘8th. This contract shall not be assignable without the consent of tne Telephone 
Company and the Telegraph Company. ° 

‘9th. Both parties to the agreement having issued passes and franks, each agree 
to honour the same over the lines of the company issuing the pass or frank. 

‘10ta. In case the Telegraph Company desires to sell the telephone exchanges and 
telephone lines or parts thereof created and covered by this contract, the Telephone 
Company shall have the first right to purchase on terms to be agreed; and provided tha 
companies hereto cannot agree on a price, then the question of price shall be left to ar- 
bitration in the usual way. 

‘11th. This agreement shall be binding on the said companies for ten years from 
the date hereof. 

‘12th. That the existing telephone wires between Napanee and Tamworth, owned 
by the Telephone Company, and erected and supported on the poles of the railway, 
together with all the rights and obligations pertaining thereto, shall be and is hereby 


sold to the Telegraph Company for the sum of one dollar. 
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‘In witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed these presents, the day and 
year first written herein. 
‘THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
‘By C. F. Sisz, President. 
‘Oparues P. Scuater, Sec.-T'reas. 
‘THE NORTH AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, LIMITED, 
‘“W. Bamprietp, General Manager and Secy.’ 


Mr. BercERon.—That is a combine. 

The CHairMAN.—A combine, yes. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Where does the farmer come in ? 

The CHAIRMAN.—He is in between these two companies. 

Do you install your instruments in railway stations 1—A. Yes. 
By what arrangement ?7—A. By arrangement of the railways. 
Have you an agreement with the railways?—A. No. 

_ Just verbal consent?—A. Sometimes verbal, sometimes written. 

. Do you have to get permission of the Bell ¢—A. No, we do not. 
. Do they obtain it for you ?—A. I cannot tell. 


OLL000 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. I understand you are very friendly with the Bell Company ¢—A. Yes. 

Q. How many railways are there in your circuit 2 Sir William asked if you had 
made arrangements with any of the railway companies. How many railways are there 4 
—A. We have the Grand Trunk and the Canadian Pacific Railway 

Q. And your instruments are in the Grand Trunk stations ¢—A. Yes. 

Q. And the Canadian Paécific Railway?—A. Yes. 

Q. What other railway ?;—A. The Bay of Quinte Railway. 

Q. Yes 2—A. The Thousand Islands Railway. 

Q. Have you got your ins ‘xuments in every one of these railway stations?—A. Yes, 
and the Brockville, Westport and Sault Ste. Marie and the Canada Atlantic. 

Q. Do they pay you anything for them?—A. No. 

Q. They do not pay anything—you put your instruments in the station ; they don’t 
pay anything and use your instruments free ?—A. Yes. 

Q. This is a consideration, I imagine?—A. It is a consideration for us, yes. 


By Mr. Grant : 


Q. You have to make a formal application in every case to the railway head offices ? 
—A. Yes—we always apply to the local superintendents, as a matter of fact. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. That is done by verbal arrangement, there is no writing?—A. I think we hava ‘ 
had one or two writings. | 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 
Q. You consider it an advantage to your company to have connection with the 
railway companies for the public?—A. Yes. 


Q. It is an advantage to the public to have connection with the railway ?—A. 
Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. It gives you extra business, I presume?—A. Yes, the subscribers generally want 
1t. 
Witness discharged. 
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The CHairMAN.—There are no more witnesses, but I have a letter which I think the 
committee would like to hear read, from Mr. E. R. Conklin, secretary-treasurer of the 
Independent Telephone Company, Aurora, Illinois. This letter is instructive, inasmuch 
as it describes several rural systems, and the cost to the subscriber of each rural system. 


(Letter read. See Appendix ‘ A,’ No. 24.) 


Mr. Bercrron.—Mr. Chairman, Dr. Demers, who is here, has heard Mr. Stark give 
qn estimate of the cost of constructing a rural line. He has made up some figures 
which he would like to give the committee. 


THE CHAIRMAN.—Very well. The proper way would be for him to be recalled. 


Dr. Demers recalled, and further examined. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. You heard Mr. Stark, of whom the chairman asked the price of poles in rural 
districts, give an estimate of the cost of construction. Will you tell the Committtee, 
as briefly as possible, what you look upon as being the cost of construction for poles in 
country districts for farmers’ use? | 

Mr. ZimMerMN.—That is, from your own experience ¢ 

A. It costs to make a good country line $1 per pole, or $40 for 40 poles for a mile. 
For carrying the poles from the railway station to their right spot, 15 cents each, $6. 
Digging the hole and putting up the pole, 50 cents each, $20; cross urms, 4 pairs, at 
_ 25 cents, and carrying, $10; incidentals, $4; insulators, $5—it will really cost only $1; 
two wires, No. 12 best galvanized wire, $10; to put up wires, $10; freight on poles, pro- 
portion of carload, $15. As a carload of poles contain about 80 poles, and they will tra- 
vel about 400 miles of distance for $30,—the furthest poles are 400 miles from the spot, 
—I calculate $15 to carry tae freight.. It is supposed to be a nice clean pole, barked 
within five feet of the bottom, chopped at both ends, seven-inch top. 

Q. Would you look upon that as a standard pole?—A. I am counting on the high- 
est quality of cedar pole. . 


By the Chairman: 

Q. What are you allowing for them?—A. One dollar. I could get 25-foot poles, 6- 
inch top, that will just as well carry four pins, cross-arm attached to each pole, for 
75 cents—pernaps 80; 75 cents is the minimum. Then we put sometimes 100 poles to 
a car; never less than 85. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How much will that be altogether?— A. That is about the standard. It may 
be only $100 per mile or it may be $150. This is supposed to carry only two wires, and 
if you put more than two wires on there is nothing there for the bracing of the poles 
or for the guying in the curves and corners. 

Q. It costs how much a mile?—A. About $12 more. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Tiaat would be $150 a mile ?—-A. Yes, for a first-class line with two galvanized 
Wires, ready to carry two copper wires after. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Then you agree with the last witness?—A. Yes, he was about right. This i; 
with two wires No. 12, and he estimated with No. 9 wires. 


The Cuamrman.—You will file your statement. 
Dr. J. T. DEMERS. 
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FOR ALL COUNTRY PLACES IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 


Forty poles at 1.00.05 66 eae ee ee ee $40 00 
Oarrying poles at 15 cents... .. -- © + e+ ee oe se te ee te es 6 00 
Digtieat 50 cantar... 5. 6 Nineteen ere nes 20 00 
Cross-arms, four pair at 25 cents... .. 6. ee ee ce te te ee 10 00 
pk wk cw oe eee Shee perene Selene tee ee 4 00 
ee ee i Lg ile ae WOW Wa er eae ates 5 60 
OE oc val nl Cal mas ears When: 58 ee ee 00 
RE WED WINTER. «oe Ss aca 2 a ke we eee 10 00 
ROO E es kc kw we les vy Jae sone euelmniy eas to aed 15 00 

Be wiles fic thwntecn Sets) ie at hee ee ee es $120 00 


Poles 25 feet long, 7-inch top; all cedar. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Yesterday I asked a question which I would like to ask again, the number of 
pounds of copper wire per mile; you told me -90?—A. No. 346 pounds. 
Q. Is that for a single wire or a double wire?—-A. If we say a copper circuit, ‘e 


is two wires. 
Q. Three hundred and forty-six pounds?—A. A circuit. I do not know of any 


company putting up single copper wire for telephones. 
Q. I only wanted to make it clear—346 pounds?’—A. That is for a circuit, two' 


wires. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. No. 12?—A. No. 10, drawn sharp. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Single wire would be 173 pounds ?’—A. I never heard that a copper wire line 
was made in single lines. It is two wires. 


Witness discharged. 


The Committee then adjourned. 


ComMMITTEE Room, 
Fripay, April 14, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Mr. JosErH Morsan, of Montreal, sworn: 


By the Chairman: 
Q. I understand that you are manager of a telephone company in Montreal?—A. 


Pardon me, secretary treasurer. 
Q. What is the name of the company ?—A. The Merchants Telephone Company. 
Q. How long has it been in operation ?—A. In operation since 1895. 
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. Where does it operate?—A. In Montreal. 

. Wholly within the city 2—A. Wholly within the city. 

. It does not do any rural business?—A. Pardon me? 

. It does not extend its wires into the country ?—A. No, sir. 
How many subscribers have you in Montreal ¢—A. 1,546. 
How many of them are in private houses?—A. About: 190. 
And the rest are in business places?—A. In business places. 
. What rates do you charge?—A. From 20 to 35. 

. Dollars?—<A. Dollars. 

. $20 to residents?—A. $20 and $35 for residences, and $30 to $35—$20, $30 and 
$35 for business places. 

Q. Have you got a copy of your financial statement here ¢@—A, Yes, sir. Mr. Chair- 
man, I would suggest that this statement should not be left for publication. 

Q. Well, is there any reason for it?—A. Well, it has not been brought before the 
public in Montreal at any meeting. It was only read before a meeting of the stock- 
holders. 

Q. I-am sure, Mr. Moisan, if it is put in here as part of our Minutes it will be 
printed, and wili be read by the public.—A. It is 

Mr. GEorrrion.—Unless he wants to withdraw it, he could give us an extract from 
the statement. 


COLD OLLOOOO 


By the Chairman: 
Q. We do not want to do any harm to the company ?—A. It is only that printed 
statement. 
Mr. Bercrron.—Why not look over it and see what it is like. 
The CHamMan.—We will see whether it has any bearing on our inquiry. 


By Mr. Monk: ! 
Q. Was the statement given at a general meeting ?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did it not get into the papers then?—A. No, it did not. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. You do not want your business interests to be known by the public?—A. By 
the public, exactly. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. If it is a chartered company can this information not be got from the pro- 
vincial government?—A. Yes. 
Q. If a paper wants it?—A. Pardon me? 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Have you not made a report to the provincial government ents NL E 
~ Q. Is it a provincial company ?—A. Yes, exactly. We have made it. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. You made an annual report but you did not give the ordinary details you put 
in that statement ?—A. No, sir. 
Q. That is why you object, you de not want it to be known to the public?—A. 
Exactly. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. I do not know that there is anything of any interest to the public in the state- 
ment, but the members of the committee can look at it. Have you got an agreement 
with the Bell Telephone Company?—A. N O, sir. 

Q. Are you working in opposition to them?—A. Exactly, yes, sir. 
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Q. Are you allowed to string your wires on the Bell Telephone Company’s poles ! 
—A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you allowed to connect with their long-distance lines?—A. No, sir, but 
it would be a great advantage to us if we could get an interchange of connection, if 
the government had the monopoly and took up the lines or any other company. 

Q. Do you find yourself hampered in your business by ‘not having connection 
with trunk lines?—A. Exactly, yes, sir. 

Q. Seriously ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Very seriously 7—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have no working agreement of any kind with the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You purchase your supplies wherever you choose?—A. Exactly. 

Q. In the open market?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What does it cost you for an outfit? For your telephone outfit?—A. Telephone 
outfit. A wall costs $18, a wall set and 2 desk set will cost about $13.50. 

Q. What will the subscriber get for that $13.50?—A. They get all connections all 
through our system. 

Q. Everything that is put into the premises except the wire, I suppose t—A. 
Excepting wire. 

Q. Except the wire to take the current of the system ?—A. The system? Yes. 
We charge rent for it. 

Q. You charge rent but that is what it costs you?—A. It costs, the instrument 
itself costs, $138. 

Q. The instrument itself 2—A. The instrument itself costs $13. 

Q. Where do you buy it?—A. We buy it from the Kellogg Switchboard and Sup- 
ply Company, Chicago. 

Q. Then you have put more than instruments in the house?—A. Exactly. 

Q. Well, I am asking you the cost of everything?—A. Well it would average 
it is very hard to say, it depends on the work of course, but the average may be $30. 

Q. $30 for each subscriber 27—_A. That is each subscriber in all. 

Q. What do they get for $30?—A. We get $26. We have an old instrument tor 
which we charge $20. . 

Q. I will put it another way. Describe to me the various pieces of telephone 
mechanism that you put in a house when you are installing a service?—A. The in- 
strument and the inside wiring. . 

. Well, leave out the wiring, the instrument ?—A. The instrument, yes. 

_ And there is a bell?—A. It would be caleulated with the instrument. 

_ The bell and the instrument?—A. Exactly. 

. Anything else besides that?—A. No. 

_Tg there not a little battery ?—A. The battery is calculated in the instrument. 
. Then you include under the term ‘ instrument’ everything that goes with it?— 
A. With it, exactly. 

Q. And that costs how much ?—A. That costs about $13.46. 

Q. $13.46 2 Then when you mentioned $25 or $30, what were you speaking of ?— 
A. $25 and $30, I was talking about the wall set. We have got two sets. 


OO DHOO 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. The cost for running it ?—A. Exactly. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. That is not what I was after. I was wanting to know what it would cost if 
I were to go to your office and tell you I wanted to put an instrument into my house 
so that I could speak—A. So that you could speak ? 

Q. I wanted to know what it would cost you to buy that material—A. Buy that 
material ? Well, you do not include the line ? 
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Q. No, not the line—A. Not the line. Well, it would cost—it is very hard to say. 

Q. Well $13 or $13.50, that is about right ?—A. That is about right. 

Q. Are these long-distance instruments 2—A. Exactly. 

Q. Are they as good as there are 2—A. That is the best we can get. 

Q. Well you can get the best 2A. Yes, exactly. 

Q. That is the best in the market ?—A. In the market. 

Q. In your judgment ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Did you install your telephone in the Grand Trunk or the O.P.R. offices 2—A. 

O, sir. 
Q. Why not ?—A. We could not get any access. 

Q. You applied erat We applied, yes, sir, 

Q. Was any reason given for the refusal ?—A. They had a contract with the Bell 
for exclusive instruments. 

Q. Whica excluded your company *—A. Our company. 

Q. Have you installed your service in the Richelieu and Ontario Navigation Com- 
pany’s office ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you tried 2—A. We tried, exactly. 

Q. Why did you not succeed 2—A. Well, exactly on the same terms as the rail- 
road, they have the exclusive privilege. 

Q. They gave the same reason ?—A. The same reason. 

Q. Have you tried to install in any other public company’s office ?—A. Yes, we 
have access to the city. 

Q. To the city 2—~A. To the city itself. 

Q. And any other companies engaged in the carrying trade, railway or navigation 
companies /—A. The navigation company refused. 

Q. Any other navigation company ?—A. There is a cartage company, too. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. Cartage ?—A. Cartage. 
Q. What company is that ?—A. The Shedden Company, I guess. 
By the Chairman: 
Q. The Shedden Company ? I suppose it contracts with the railway 2?—A. Yes. 
Q. Well, did these restrictions on your development hamper you in your opera- 
tions ?—A. Exactly, sir. 
@. They embarrassed the company ?—A. Embarrassed the company. 

Q. If you had been able to install your instruments in the railway offices, in the 
navigation company offices, would you have been able to develop your business more 
satisfactorily ?—A. Much more satisfactorily. é : 

_ Q. Have you any opinion as to how the trunk lines could be best managed in the 
interests of the public ?~A. No, sir, I have not. 


The Cuamman.—I have nothing more to ask. 


By Mr. Geffrion: 
Q. Mr. Moisan, when you said you were refused access, to a good many of the dif- 
_ ferent public companies in Montreal, such as the railway companies, and the Shedden 
Company, etc., is it, or is it not, a fact that you went there after the Bell had installed 
its own instruments and that these companies simply answered that they already had 
accommodation with telephones ? 
Q. That is the answer they gave you in a good many cases, was it not?—A. Well, 
they had connection, but they had that contract. 
Q. Well, they said they had a contract with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. 
Exactly. 
| Q. That they were already accommodated ?—A. Accommodated, yes. 
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Q. Just the same I suppose—I simply ask you for information—as if you were in 
a private house and asked the proprietor if you could install your instrument and he 
would answer you ‘we already have an «nstrument’?—A. Well, as I said before, they 
had that contract with the Bell preventing us from having a ’phone. 

Q. Have you seen the contract?—A. No, I have not, sir. 

Q. They told you so?—A. They told us so. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Verbally or by letter 2A. Well, they did not tell me that, but I heard it from 
others. It was 
The CHAIRMAN.—We have a copy of the contract here. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. You cannot swear that, Mr. Moisan?—A. What is that? 
Q. You cannot swear that, if you have not seen it yourself ?—A. Well, of course 


IT cannot swear that. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. But you have been told?—-A. Been told so. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. Did you make a direct application to the company 2A, It was the company 
made the direct application, they sent a request. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. I understand that was for the railway offices, but how is it for the other com- 
pany you mention, for instance the Sheddon Cartage Company ¢2—A. They were in the 


same class. 
Q. Did they tell you also they had a contract forbidding that?—A. Well, they did 


not tell me that, they did not tell it to myself. 
Q. You heard so?—A. Exactly. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. But a representative of your company went to the Sheddon Company and made 
application?—A. They sent different requests, I guess. 
. Has your company been in continuous operation since 1895 2—A. Exactly. 
_ Under the present management 9—A. No, sir. 
Did a reorganization take place 7—A. Exactly, sir. 
When?—A. Two years ago. 
_Is your company paying any dividends?—A. No, sir. 
_ Either on the common stock or preferred?—A. Pardon me? 
- You have paid no dividend ?—A. No dividends. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. How many subscribers did you say you had?—A. 1,546. 
Q. In the city of Montreal?—A. In the city of Montreal. 
Q. You operate only the city of Montreal?—A. Montreal and Ste. Cunegonde, St. 


Flenri and Maisonneuve. 


DOLLOLO 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. You expect your company to increase?—A. Exactly. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Would it be very much benefit to you if there was a long-distance telephone 
operated independently of the Bell Company, or even if the Bell Company gave you 
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connection with their long-distance line? Would that add to your business much ?—A. 
Much business. 
Q. It would?’—A. Oh, yes, that is what we are looking for. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 


Q. Well, why don’t you try to build long-distance lines—your own company ?—A. 
Well, at present we have got more work than we can do in the city of Montreal. 

Q. Well, there is nothing to prevent you from building long-distance lines con- 
necting with the different cities around Montreal?—A. Yes, but we have more, as I 
said, we have got much more work than we can do in Montreal. 

@. But there is nothing to prevent you from doing it if you wanted to ?—A. Ex- 
actly. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. Does your system pretty well cover the island of Montreal ?—A. Not the is- 
land, it embraces the city of Montreal. 
Q. But you spoke of having a suburban service ?—A. That is in the surrounding 
municipalities. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Are your wires upon your own poles or are you renting them from any com- 
pany ?—A. We put up our own, I mean through contractors, of course, and we have 
agreements with other companies to use their poles. 

@. To use their poles ?—A. To use their poles and they do the same. 

Q. In what proportion are the poles used or rented?—About one-half or one-quar- 
ter ? 

In what proportion of all your line have you got poles which have been put up by 
yourselves?—A. Well, the larger proportion that we use ourselves is our own line. 

Q. What is the length of your wire in Montreal, about ? 


The Cuamman.—Do you mean the pole line ? 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Miles—A. Miles of wire 2? About 3,000 miles. 
Q. That is doubled 2—A. Doubled. 
Q. About 1,500 miles ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. In some cases then, in stringing your wires you use the poles of otiaer com- 
panies ?—A. Other companies, exactly. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. What other companies are there?—A. The Montreal, Light, Heat and Power 
Company, we have an agreement with them. 
Mr. Brerceron.—Well, Mr. Chairman, I suppose we need not ask questions con- 
cerning this report ? 


The CHamman.—Oh; I think not. 


Mr. Brerceron.—Of course if we do not put it in the Minutes we had better not 
speak about it at all. 


Mr. Monx.—Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, the witness might produce simply the gene- 
ral statement showing the balance sheet, resources and liabilities. There is nothing 
that the public could not know there. We might know the assets of the company, bills 
and accounts receivable, tne capital stock, and that kind of thing which would give 
us a general idea of the financial affairs of the company. 


~The CHarrmMAN.—Very well. 
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By Mr. Geffrion: 
Q. Do you object to that, Mr. Moisan ?- 


By Mr. Monk: 

Q. You do not object to the general statement /—A. Well, the general statement— 

Q. It just gives us an idea of the assets and liabilities —A. That is the general 
statement. 

Q. That you report to the stockholders and the profit and loss?—A. Well, that is 
the general statement. : 

The CHarrman.—lI think this company is endeavouring to reorganize itself. 

Mr. Brercrron.—They have, I think, reorganized themselves. 


The CuairnMAN.—There are negotiations now on foot with a view to their organiza- 
tion, and I imagine that on account of that they do not care to disclose their affairs. 


Mr. Berceron.—There is one thing that surprises me. They must be obliged some- 
times to make a report to the public. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Where were you incorporated?—A. In Quebec. 


By Mr. Monk : 


Q. Do you make an annual report to the government?—A. We have to make a 
report to the Provincial Government, showing the capital stock. 
Q. That is a general statement?—A. Well, not exactly. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 


Q. You make a general statement to the Provincial Government 2—A. Not a gene- 
ral statement. We give the capital stock so as to enable them to make the charges for 
taxes. That is the only idea, I guess. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. Are you not obliged by law to make a report every year ¢—A. I don’t think so. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. Companies have to in Ontario{—A. We never had to. 


By Mr. Monk : 


Q. These negotiations that you carried on with the Bell Telephone Company were 
they in the form of correspondence?—A. Negotiations ? Well 

Q. Had you correspondence with them?—A. We had correspondence. These 
(producing letters) are some of them. Tho others are similar to those. 

Q. You have no objection to producing them?—A. No, sir. I brought them up 
for that purpose. 

Q. The object you had in view was to secure communication for long-distance 
telephoning, and also, I think, the securing of connections within the city limits ¢—A. 
We were trying to get connection outside—it would be a big advantage—and inside the 
city. That of course was what we were looking for too. I guess the Bell Company 
would not have much more business to do; much more subscribers to connect. 

Q. Well, but the company refused to give you inside city connections?—A. We 
never asked. 

Q. And for outside the city?—A. Outside, we never asked for it, for we knew very 


well 


Q. But I thought you just said that you endeavoured to secure long-distance con- 
nection ?—A. It was long-distance instruments. 
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Q. Oh, instruments’—A. That we asked. 

Q. But you never tried to obtain connection for the purpose of connecting outside 
the city’—A. Outside the city, no sir. 1 

Q. Did you know you could not get it—A. Well we have a charter for all the 
Province of Quebec, but we had all the work we could do in the city of Montreal. 

Q. Then you have never attempted any long-distance work t—A. No long distance 
work, no. 

Q. You haye never attempted to obtain any accommodation from the Bell Tele- 
phone Company for long-distance?—A. No, sir. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. You think your best field is in the city of Montreal?—A. The best field, yes. 
Q. And you work there?—A. I work there. 
Q. You did not try anywhere else?—A. We have more work than we can do in 
the city. 
Q. For the present you do not want to extend your field?—A. No. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. You say that you have more business than you can attend to, you are getting 
new subscribers so rapidly and putting in new instruments so rapidly, you cannot du 
anything else?—A. Well, we are reconstructing the line and we have:to take care of 
the increase of the subscribers. 

Q. That is what keeps you poor?—A. That keeps us very poor. We had a fire 
last February, and our main exchange was entirely burned out. That is presently 
giving us lots of trouble, of course, but we are all connected. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. Your company financially has not been a sueccess?—A. Not so far. 
Q. You have not paid any dividends at all?—A. No dividends. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. And still your charges are just as high as the other company?—A. Pardon me. 
Q. Your charges are just as high as the Bell Company’s?—A. Well I understand 
that the Bell is getting a charter for the Dominion of Canada. 


Mr. Monx.—But Mr. Bergeron is speaking about the charges. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. The cost of the telephone?—A. Oh, the cost of the telephone. Well I did not 
understand exactly. They are manufacturing their own instruments. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. Do you charge your. customers the same price ss the Bell Telephone Company? 
—A. Oh, no, we do not. The Bell Company charges from $30 up to $55. 
Q. From $30 up to $55?—A. About. 
Q. For providing accommodation to every subseriber?—A. For the subscribers. 
Q. From $30 to $552?—A. $30 to $55. 
Q. What are your charges?—A. They are $20 up t» $35. 


_By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. But do you give the same service for $35 that they give for $55. What 
does the Bell Company charge the $55 for?—A. They charge $55 for long-distance 
transmitter instruments, the same that we charge $30 for. 

Q. That is all?—A. Yes. 

Q. There is no difference in the instrument at all?—A. No, they are of the same 


type, about the same type, but not manufactured by the same company. 
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Q. But if I understand you charge $35 for what they charge $55 2—A. What we 
charge $30 for they charge $55 for. 
' Q. That I suppose entitles the subscriber to a very much larger field than on 
your line?—A. Well, I don’t think so. They have got the city, they have a telephone 
in the city as well as we have. It might be a little bit larger space but not much. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. They have got long-distance connection though?—A. They have got long-dis- 
tance but they charge extra. 

Q. Yes, but they have got the benefit of using it?—A. Well they have got the 
benefit of course. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 

Q. That would be a reason for a higher price. If you can reach 5,000 or 6,000 
or 10,000 subscribers in one case, whereas you can only reach 1,500 in another case that 
would make a difference in the price?—A. Yes, sir. Well it is a reason among others. 

Q. That is one reason for the increased price?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Who is the president of your company ?—A. G. N. Culbertson. 
Q. Who is the vice-president?—A. Arthur Jones. 
Q. Have you no Frenchmen in the company 2A. Yes, sir. There is-Mr. A 8. | 
Delisle and Mr. A. S. Hamelin, all directors. 


By Mr. Grant: 7 


Q. I suppose a number of persons take your phone and take the Bell ’phone also? 
—A. Well, there are. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Take the majority of those who have the Bell telephone, merchar:ts and business 
men, they have both?—A. In the wholesale business they have both, but not in the 
retail. The retail have only our ’phonie. 

Q. Most of the people, I think, «ic use your ’phone use the oticr one also ?—A. 
Well it is pretty hard to say. 

Q. It seems to me I have seen th; b«th icgether?—A. There is a certain number 


that have only one ’phone. 
Q. Yes?—A. Oh, yes. 


The witness was then discharged. 


Tuespay, April 18, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Dr. A. Oous, of Hespeler, was called and sworn : 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You live at Hespeler, Doctor ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have been residing there for some years, | understand?—A. Since I was 
born. 

Q. Have you had any experience in the telephone world 2—A. Yes, a little, just in 
our own small way. 
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Q. Well, just describe in your own way your experience on the subject of tele- 
pkones ?/—A. My experience, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, began when I started to 
practice medicine. 

Q. You are not the first medical man that has transferred his affections to the 
telephone ?—A. No, but it took active form in 1891, as nearly as I could see in my letter 
to you. There are a number of little villages in our neighbourhood, and we could get 
pb. service, and the Bell refused to consider any telephone service in those parts, although 
their main lines run through the same villages. So a number of us started to build 
lines of our own, just in a small way, and we kept on growing and growing until we 
built 30 miles and had 80 instruments on the line—we did not have any charter, we did 
not think we needed it—but we became a little ambitious and thought we would extend 
tc the neighbouring towns, which we did. We took in Berlin and Waterloo, and Pres- 
tcn and Hespeler. Hespeler was the most important, where we had the largest central 
station. This went on very nicely until—oh, for a few years—when it was not very 
convenient. We had besides this a Bell telephone service in Hespeler and also in Ber- 
lin, and we thought it would be better to have one system—at least we found the two 
centrals to be inconvenient, having to have the two instruments, and the Bell approached 
us with a view to uniting, not financially, but just for the convenience of the company’s 
subscribers, and we agreed to do so. This went on for a few years, but there were con- 
tinual misunderstandings, and we blamed the Bell very much in our neighbourhood for 
not keeping faith with us, in promises which they had given before uniting, and even- 
tually they made an offer to us to purchase, agreeing to do the right thing with us, 
through their agent, Mr. Scott. It went on very nicely for about six or seven years, 
and then gradually they cut off our privileges one after another. One thing that I felt 
myself very much annoyed at them for, was in taking down six miles of poles which 
was very essential to my practice, to other people, and to the convenience of the public. 
It went so far that I put it into my solicitor’s hands, and they agreed then to build part 
of it, which they have done—rebuilt it. The service in the rural district was very much 
neglected since the Bell took it over. In fact they rather discouraged it, and one sub- 
seriber after the other had the instrument taken out. The county council, of which I 
am a member, appointed a committee. This telephone service has been discussed for a 
number of years past, and last January they appointed a committee of which I was 
chairman, to see what could be done with a view to extending into the rural districts 
of the county, and the result has been as follows: First, we met a representative of the 
Bell to see what rates could be arranged, because we had always held the rates to be too 
high. They wanted $20 and $25 per annum, which is altogether-out of reason to our 
way of thinking, for the farming community. And when we met Mr. Scott the best 
terms he would give us were $15, and I tried to press him to agree to this—that he 
would perhaps allow two people to use the same instrument, if they were neighbours 
and lived near by, but he did not agree to that. However, while the committee did not 
endorse accepting the Bell offer, a great many of the farmers have taken subscriptions, 
something in the neighbourhood of fifty subscribers being taken, since that time. The 
Bell is very active in canvassing the farmers just now, because we promised them op- 
position if they did not meet our wishes, as we have been in correspondence with other 
companies. There is no use in having a separate company in the rural districts with- 
out also being able to connect with the towns, and that was one difficulty with our old 
farmers’ line. We got into Berlin, but we were excluded from Galt and Guelph on 
account of the exclusive franchise which the Bell had at that time. This is going back 
to 1892. This telegram that I received this morning just reminds me of the experience 
which the people had in the southern part of the county with reference to the Bell. It 
is with a little village outside Galt, about six miles, Brenchton. They wanted a tele- 
phone service very badly there. They took a subscription of something like $100 for 
the Bell, who wanted $25 a year beside. I do not think that at the present time—lI have 
not had time to get all the information since Saturday—but I understood from Mr. 
McDonald, a former member of the council, that the instruments were taken out again, 
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although the people had subscribed to them. On the whole, we feel that the Bell has 
not dealt fairly with the public. That is our feeling in the county, especially in the 
southern part, and we were very much pleased indeed to learn that the Government was 
taking an active part in the investigation of this question, because it extended along 


the lines upon which we have been working and acting for so long. There is no further _ 


information, gentlemen, except what I wrote in the letter. I did not expect to be called 
as a witness, and I gave full information then as nearly as I could, as accurate as J 
could. 

Q. Dr. Ochs what has become of your system 2—A. Our telephone system ? 

Q. Your unincorporated voluntary system ¢@—A. We sold it in 1894. 

Q. To the Bell?—A. Yes. 

Q. There has been no further attempt to re-establish it?—A. Nothing further 
except this: At that time the Bell agreed to give, me especially, and certain others, 
a certain service, night service. But they took down this line, and there was no ex- 
cuse for it at all as they had no other line running parallel with it or to take the place 
of it. When they deprived us of that service 1 made application again to the town- 
ship to have my own line put up and also put it in the hands of the Bell, and for some 
reason or other they have rebuilt the line themselves. 

Q. How long had your line been in operation?—A. Before the Bel] bought it, 
about two years. 

Q. How many instruments had you?—A. We had 30 instruments. 

Q. And what did it cost you for them?—A. Well, we paid nothing after the first 
installation, there was practically no cost. We had some little mismanagement. You 
know in a concern of that kind we had our officers, professional officers, and some of 
the members had not been very careful. Our line was built first by voluntary con- 
tributions. The farmers gave poles and the rest of us supplied the money and our first 
eight miles did not cost us much over $150 to build. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. The first eight miles?—A. The first eight miles, yes. 
Q. How many instruments are there on it?—A. Each person bought his own in- 
strument and owned it. 


By the Chairman: © 
Q. That was for the material you bought?—A. Just for the material and the 
work was done by the people along the road. 
Q. The people supplied the poles and erected them themselves ?—A. Yes. 
Q. And strung the wires?—A. We had men to do that. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. It was a mutual affair?—A. Yes, a mutual affair. . 


By the Chatrman: 

Q. It was an unincorporated association?—A. Yes. 

.  Q. And for two years there was no expense in regard to maintenance ?—A. Well, 
we had at the end of three years a debt of about $600, but that was on account of 
extension of lines further on. We built from Hespeler to Preston which cost us some- 
where in the neighbourhood of $150. 

Q. A mile?—A. $150 for three miles. 

Q. Had you any contributions towards that?—A. No. That was simply to build— 

Q. Paying for the material?—A. Yes. 

Q. And for poles?—A. Well there may have been some poles given. It is a num- 
ber of years ago and I could not find any record but I think those poles were all 
purchased. 
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Q. The debt of $600 that accumulated was it for working expenses or capital 
extensions ’—A. And then we also had some debt in connection with our centrals. The 
centrals with switchboards. 

i a, Well, but this debt that was hanging over you arose from working expenses ?— 
« No: 

Q. Or from extensions?—A. From extensions and also from our centrals. The 
work even as cheap as it was we did not think the men, I know they did not, do their 
duty faithfully by us. 

Q. You had not the experience?—-A. N 0, we had not the experience, 
| Q. Is there any demand in the rural districts for rural telephones?—A. Yes, in 
our district. 

Q. To what extent?—A. Well, just as far as I have stated. The Bell is now—they 
have taken 50 subscribers. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. At what rate?—A, $15. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. That is for private residences?—A. Well, they are all private residences, 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. The Bell Telephone Company ?—A. The Bell Telephone. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. On independent lines?—A. On party lines. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. On each line, how many instruments?—A. Well, they have about—Mr. Scott 
Baid they would not have more than 8 or 10 on the one line, but it would be an all 
metallic line. Mr. Scott is the representative of the Bell. This was 

Q. Then one of the causes of your selling out was you could not get connection 
with some of the towns, with Galt for example?—A. With some of them, and the in- 
convenience of having the two centrals in Hespeler and the Bell promising to give us 
the same service and it was taken off our hands. I had not time to look after that kind 
of work. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. You had too large a debt in this $600, I suppose?—A. I beg pardon? 
Q. I suppose that was an important consideration, the debt of $600 ?—A. We had 
a debt of $600. — 
. Q. And which would probably increase?—A. Well, our intention at that time was 
either to sell or to incorporate. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Does each of the subscribers who pay $15 become entitled to connection with 
each other, and with the exchange?—A. Not with all of them. They do with all the 
farmers. They have a five-cent call to Berlin or Waterloo. 

Q. Berlin or Waterloo?—A. Yes. And then they have, I think, a few instruments 
that go to Hespeler, but they have not the whole Hespeler exchange. 

Q. What does a farmer get for $15?—A. Simply connection with the other farmers. 

Q. With his neighbour?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. And connecting with the Bell system, as a toll line?—A. Yes. 
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By the Chairman: 
Q. But that is probably extra for the toll line?—A. Yes. 
'Q. Even to his nearest town 7—A. Yes. 

Q. If his nearest town is Berlin, he would have to pay 5 cents extra?—A. Yes, 
that is the agreement at the present time. That is the agreement the Bell Company 
kas in force. : 

Q. You remember what you had to pay for instruments?—A. For the Bell instru- 
ments ten years ago? Well, in 1892 we had to pay $20. 

Q. What did you get for that?—A. We simply got the mstruments with the cell, 
the battery. For the Ness instrument, manufactured at that time in Montreal, we paid, 
I think—they were $4 or $5 cheaper, $4 cheaper, I forget the exact amount. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. They were just as eood?—A. Just as good. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. What did the Bell pay for the whole line of 30 miles?—A. They simply took 
it, and agreed to give us a good service. We had no charter, and it was simply verbal 
and with individuals. They made an agreement with a number of us, in taking this 
work, to pay our debt and agreed to give us a good service. 

Q. And you received nothing for what you paid?—A. No, we received nothing. 
Well, we had our service. Our line cost us practically nothing except the construction. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. How many ’phones did you have on your line wken you sold it?~A. We must 
have had—well, we had 30, I think over 30. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Well, you were not charging anything to subseribers?—A. That is the way we 
conducted it, but our idea was to charge, to keep up the—— 
Q. You understood you could not keep it up by that?—A. No, each one took care 
of his own instrument. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. It was co-operative?—A. Co-operative, yes, but really there was no cost for the 
first number of years. With the poles we put up and the wire, that would practically 
be a matter of nothing. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How did you manage your central office ?2—A. Well, for part of the time there — 

was a lady in Hespeler in a private residence at the central, and in Breslau it was in 
the post office, Mr. Wimer, and in Berlin we had no central, we had simply a few in- 


struments and they were just connected the same as on.a party line. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Did not the Bell charge to Berlin and Hespeler and these places ?—A. The 
Bell charges to Hespeler $20. 
Q. And Berlin the same?—A. $25. 
Q. What is the toll rate between these thrce towns and Waterloo as well?—A. 
To Berlin and Waterloo is one rate, $25." | 


Q. Well, what is the toll to Hespeler and Waterloo?—A. I think it is fifteen cents. 
Q. Fifteen cents?—A. Yes. 
Q. They are within the one county?—A. Yes. 
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Q. Waterloo is one of the most enterprising towns in western Ontario?—A. ] 
I think so. 

Q. And every man would like to have a telephone?—A. Yes. 

Q. If they got it at a reasonable amount?—A. Yes. Now the sugar beet factory 
is a very important part in connection with the farmers’ sugar beets in Waterloo 
county. That is one of the things that they have got to have, connection with certain 
manufacturers. The farmers have connection free with the sugar beet factory for 
certain months. 

Q. How did you get into the railway stations with your line?—A. We did not 
get there. 

Q. Did they refuse to allow you in?—A. well we did not make a very great appli- 
cation because the Bell had not got an instrument in the railway stations at that time 
and our line was not in a position to ask for it because each subscriber was supposed 
to buy his own instrument and of course the company would not do that, would not 
get their own instrument and therefore we made no application in that way. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
_Q. What is the distance between Hespeler and Waterioo?—A. About 12 to 15 
miles. 
Q. And they charge 15 cents a message ¢—A. Yes. 
Q. Just for 12 miles?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. From your telephone experience are you able to say this: That a well or- 
ganized system which is controlled by one authority with a large number of subscribers 
would be in a position to give a uniform service throughout the county of Waterloo 
at a rate say of from $15 to $20 a year, a first class service ¢—A. Well, with our ex- 
perience with the farmers I am satisfied that you can give the farmers a service. 

Q. No. But I mean a county service which includes farmers and all these towns 
you spoke of and no tolls. You could establish what I would call a county service for 
Waterloo county taking in all these towns with centrals working together, do you not 
think it possible to give the farmers and business men and all these towns communi- 
cation on the telephones for $15 or $20?—A. I think so. Of course our experience did 
not extend largely enough into the towns around. 

Q. I am not asking your experience in the county but the study you have made 
of the question?—A. I certainly think the service could be along that line, that way. 


The witness was then discharged. 


Councillor James Wimock, Chairman, Electricity Committee, Corporation of 
Glesgow, Scotland, was called. 


The CHAIRMAN—Will you take the oath, Mr. Willock ? 
The WITNESS—I offirm that I will tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
That is our form of oath in Scotland. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Very well. You are a resident of Glasgow?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you have been a member of the city council for some years @—A. Some 
12 years ? 

Q. Will you please tell the committee in your own way the experience which the 
city of Glasgow has had with the telephone system?—A. Yes. You will excuse me for 
referring to this book which I have. It is not a testament. 

Q. I thought you always travelled with one?—A. This is our year-book, describing 


our municipal enterprise and published with the authority of the corporation, and I 
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refer to it in order to give you proper data. I want to say nothing here but what 
is the actual written testimony of the authorities. We started to agitate for telephones 
in 1892. We believed that there was need to provide for the commercial interest some- 
thing better and cheaper than at time existed under the National Telephone Company. 


The OHAIRMAN.—The National Company, is we are told, a stock owned company. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. The Bell, I suppose?—A. It is a private company. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. A private company?—A. A private company. We agitated, and were heard 
before two or three commissions, which sat in Glasgow, Sheriff Jamieson presiding, 
to hear evidence. But latterly there was a Royal Commission. Some difficulty was 
found in regard to the Act of Parliament, and Mr. Hanbury, then Financial Secretary 
of the Treasury and Chairman of the Royal Commission, introduced—the Telegraph 
Act of 1899—and a license was ultimately granted on March 1, 1900, for the whole of 
the Glasgow telephone area. That embraces portions of four counties outlying our city 
boundaries altogether. There was Lanark, Renfrew, Dumbarton, and Sterling, and 
it covers an approximate area of about 143 miles. 


By Mr. Burrows: 

Q. Square miles?—A. 143 square miles. At the corporation’s own desire the 
license was made terminable on December 31, 1918.- We at once took steps to organize 
a telephone department, and made application to the Secretary of State for Scotland 
to borrow £120,000. The corporation appointed a manager who had had great ex- 
perience in the National Telephone Company, and had been their leading manager for 
some time, Mr. Bennett, to carry on the work. It was commenced in July, 1900, and 
the central switchboard was completed on March 20, 1901. I might say that the 
National Company’s tariff at that time was—I speak now from my own personal ex- 
perience as a merchant in Glasgow, and in my central office I paid £10 for a telephone. 
At one of my branch offices, a 2-mile radius, it was £20. But owing to having one 
connection in the central a reduction was made of £2-10, so that my 2-mile radius tele- 
phone cost me £17-10. The corporation, when they adopted and carried out the scheme, 
fixed 15 at 5 guineas, £5 5s. per annum for an unlimited service. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. As against £17 10s.?—A. As against £10 in the central and £17 10s., or higher, 
if you were outside the 2-mile radius. At the present time my house is situated 3 miles 
from the Royal Exchange, at Glasgow, which is the central basis from which the mile- 
age is calculated, and the head office of the National Telephone Company, and I now 
have a telephone in my house for 5 guineas, and I have had it for two years now—com- 
piete unlimited service. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. As against a service which was costing £22 10s.?—A. It was costing me over 
£20, about £25. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Is it unlimited as to all that area?—A. Unlimited as to all that area, and fur- 
ther: I have full liberty to call up at the post office and speak to a post office at any part 
of Scotland. Say I go and spend the week’s end with my wife and family, or perhaps 
my wife and I leave the family at Dunblane, 36 miles from Glasgow. If I go into the 
post office at Dunblane and pay three pence, 6 cents, I can communicate with my house 
at Rutherglen, 3 miles from Glasgow. If I speak from the house where I am residing 
at Dunblane, about a mile from the post office, and through the National telephone on 
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to the post office into Glasgow, and then on to the corporation telephone, I pay 3 pence 
extra, or 6 pence. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. Is there any limit as to the length of time you are allowed to speak?—A. Three 
minutes from eight o’clock in the morning until eight at night, and six minutes from 
eight at night until eight o’clock in the morning. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. These are the regular rates to the general public?—A. These are the regular 
rates to the general public. They are the rates which are supposed to be paid, I believe. 

Q. They are not special rates?—A. No special rates. We receive nothing special 
in the city of Glasgow. We receive no tram fares although we have our own system. 
Everything is paid by the council the same as in other matters. 


By Mr, Zimmerman: 

Q. Do I understand that is only for the subscribers, or can any individual who has 
not a telephone on his premises go in and telephone at the same rate?—A. We have 
established now 300 public telephones. In the railway stations there are two boxes. 
The one will be the National and the other will be the corporation. You go in and 
put a penny in the slot. You first of all lift your ’phone off and say ‘I want 3672,’ that 
is my office. You ring up 38672, and when they are ready they will say ‘ Put your penny 
into the slot please.’ You put your penny into the slot, and it will ring, and I am on 
to 8672. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You can have these facilities in Glasgow for a penny?—A. For a penny. 

Q@. Anybody ?—A. Anybody, it is open to the public. Any person on the street 
can just drop into a shop—they have them in shops, book-sellers’ shops, stationer’s 
shops and railway stations. They also have numerous lavatories in Glasgow belonging 
to the corporation and any one going into the lavatory can ring by telephone from 
there. | 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. What about the hotels?—A. In the hotels they pay their five guineas and all 
the guests have the use of them. 

Q:. There is no fee by the guests?—A. There is no fee by the guests. It is the 
hotel telephone and there is no fee by the guests. You simply go to the telephons 
and use it. 

Q. Is there a telephone to each room?—A. A telephone in each room in the hotel 
makes no difference. In the telephone in the hotel you are put on through the clerk 
down below. You are not switched direct from there on to the switchboard. You 
have to ask the hotel clerk ‘just put me on to 3672, 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q, These boxes you spoke of a moment ago where you can put your penny in the 
slot. I understood you to say that on one side is the ‘ National’ telephone and on the 
other side is the corporation?—A. Just so, they are in a separate box. 

Q. But in the same place?—A. In the same place. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. Both in the same place?—A. Both in the same place. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Before that what did you pay ?—A. I have just told you. Now I might say 1 


pay for the National in my office £10. 
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Q. Supposing you are in the station, an ordinary citizen, and wanted to use the 
telephone. Now you pay a penny, but what would you pay before there was com- 
petition ?—A. Before the competition? There were very very few, hardly any public 
telephones at all until the corporation entered into competition. And now in answer 
to the question ‘ what are the National rates now. I pay for my central office tele- 
phone still £10. For my two-mile radius telephone, my outside one, it ought to be 
£10, but having city connection I got it for £8.10. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. It is reduced then from what it used to be 2—A. From £17.10 down to £8.10. 
Now in London, where the National Company have a monopoly, the’ rate there for: 
the ordinary city telephone is £17.10. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You use both the ‘ National’ and the municipal telephones?—A. I do. In my 
office I have five municipal ‘phones and one ‘ National.’ 

Q. What are the rates of the ‘National’ and of the municipal alongside!—A. 
Well in my office 

Q. For all services?’—In the cases I am speaking of there is no restriction, I 
will tell you where there is any restriction. I have my telephone from the ‘ National’ 
in my office and I have also my corporation telephone. 

Q. Costing each?—A. I pay £10 for the National, £5.05 for my corporation tele- 
phone. . 

Q. Yes? Well then, what is the residential] rate ?2—A. The residential rate is the 
same. I pay £5.5 for my residential three miles from the exchange. 

Q. And the ‘ National’ residential telephone is what?—A. The ‘ National’ resi- 
dential telephone is £10. If unlimited but they have like the corporation a limited 
supply rate. That is they give you for £3.10, 1,500 ealls outwards. You can eall, be 
called as often as you like inwards without any charge. 

Q. A year do you mean?—A. A year, 1,500 a year, and after that a penny per 
call. We do the same or something after the same. This is since the competition, 
understand, for it did not exist previous to that. There was no reduction of rates 
previous to that nor did they do anything of that kind outside of Glasgow. We hava 
now a second rate in Glasgow of £3.10 and a penny for each call you need. You ses 
the ‘National’ has gone one better than us. They say ‘we will give you 1,500 calls 
free and then charge you a penny.’ It is applicable of course over the whole area. 
Then latterly we have had party wires introduced whereby a subscriber joining with 
another is afforded unlimited telephone service for £4.4. That is each of the two 
houses joined together and you have an unlimited service for 2 guineas. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. From the corporation?—A. From the corporation. By joining the two houses 
together the two of us can get on, if it is the same wire, but the only double connec- 
tion is from house to house, and then you get on to the same wire. 

Q. Then a citizen of Glasgow by joining with his neighbour has an unlimited tele- 
phone service for practically 2 guineas a year?—A. Two guineas a year. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Can each one hear what the other is saying?—A. Not unless he lifts the phone 
off when the other is using it. You may ask what success we have had. First of all 
let me state that all our cables in the city, in the city area, are underground. When 
we go out into the country at times and go off a main road to perhaps one or two houses 
we carry our wires overhead; not as a rule from poles, but from house-top to house-top. 
Both the National and the corporation in such circumstances, where they touch the roof, 
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are held liable for all repairs on that roof. They just simply take over the roof and 
keep it up. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. The whole of the roof?—A. The whole of the roof, oh, yes. 


By Mr. Monk: < 


Q. Have you an agreement between the city of Glasgow and the National?2—A. N 0, 
rie have not, we are at daggers drawn. So much so that the National every week put 
cut ‘ We have now 21,000 and the corporation have only so many.’ They have men can- 
vassing and canvassing around the district. They will go in to a shop and they will 
say: ‘ We will give you the National telephone.’ ‘ What will it cost me’? ‘ It will cost 
you nothing, for any payment will be repaid by a percentage of 25 per cent on the draw- 
ings. The telephone will be put into your place free of cost, and when you use it you 
will pay a penny. Now the telephone wil] bring customers to you. Will you take one ? 
‘Yes.’ They have done that with every other shop. In the one place you will see a 
sign put up ‘Corporation telephone’ and in the next place you will see it ‘National 
telephone.’ So you do not need to travel far before you get into the telephone business. 
It costs the people nothing. You walk into a shop and there are instruments lying be- 
fore you. You put your penny in the slot and have your conversation, which is open, 
cf course, to before all the people as a rule. 


By Mr. Bergeron: , 

Q. But if there is such a difference in the price between the National and the cor- 
poration how is it that the National can still carry on business?—A. The National 
dare not touch our streets, but they have a license to carry on telephone operations. 
They carry their wires all over the houses, but they may go down as they do, and apply 
to us to put a pole, say on one of our outlying districts. They may go to the corporation 
and ask that they may be permitted to put a pole on the north-west corner of Queen’s 
Park, in order to carry their wires from such a district to such a district, and unless it 
is going to spoil the appearance of the park, after consideration, we always grant their 
application; but we will not—and that is a point I would like to be particular on—we 
will not allow them to go into the streets. 

Q. With poles?—A. Or to carry any wires. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. For cables?—A. No cables, we will not allow them. We will not allow any 
company or any private undertaking 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. To have charge of the streets?—A. To go into the streets without our permis- 
sion. At the present time we have no company operating on our streets but ourselves. 


The CHAmRMAN.—That is sound doctrine. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Supposing parliament ordered you to allow the National to do so, what would 
you do?—A. Parliament, as a rule, has better sense. The Postmaster in Glasgow might 
say that he wants to do something in the case of a tube. He has a tube from one dis- 
trict to another, the tube system, and there is something the matter with it, and he 
wants to put it right. He makes application to the corporation of Glasgow, saying that 
he requires to put down a tube from such a place to such a place. The corporation 
usually grants leave. But I may say there was quite a hub-bub over his trying to com- 
mand us, but we would not have it. He must ask permission and get it under the 
direction of the Master of Works that the street is opened jn a proper manner and js 
Mr. JAMES WILLOCK. 
1—c—18 


274 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


again put down in the manner in which it was found, to the satisfaction of the Master 
of Works. 


By Mr. Monk: 
Q. To whom do the tubes belong in the streets, the tubes or conduits?—A. The 
Postmaster has the tubes with the permission of the corporation. 
Q. Yes?—A. We have water, we have gas, we have electricity, we have telephones, 
and sewers. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. And the government telegraph 2A, And the government telegraph is all under 
the corporation control. Nobody dare open a street without application to the corpora- 
tion that they are about to do so and that for a private purpose. ‘To no company in 
any case will they give permission to open a street, the corporation are most jealous 
of that. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. Who looks after the maintenance of these conduits in the city of Glasgow, 
supposing anything goes wrong with the tubes?—A. The Postmaster makes application 
to the corporation to have that tube put right. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. His own tube?—A. To have liberty to open the street to have that tube put 
right and he puts the tube right himself. 
Q. What other tubes are there?—A. There are no other tubes but what belong 
to the corporation. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. No private company has a tube 2A. No private company has a tube in the 
streets, we will not have it. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Your corporation builds tubes and then allows the gas or the electric com- 
panies to use them 2A. There is no electric company. We are our own electric com- 
pany. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. The whole municipal system 9—A. The whole municipality. We own the gas 
and our gas main. This section of our streets which I have drawn shows in diagram 
something like this (produces diagram). On each side of the street we have electricity 
wires in order to connect up with our shops. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Underground?—A. Underground. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Are those power wires?—A. Power wires, and lighting, and all. And then we 
have water and we have gas and in the centre here, at a medium depth, we have com- 
munication for the tramway. We have our own tramways. The wires are put in 
tubes and short sections are built like so. All the section wires are run like so, in 
tubes. The wires are drawn through as we require them. They come out there and as 
one section comes out it is taken up on a beautiful pole, not an eyesore like you 
have here, a wooden pole, but a beautiful iron pole, with usually a grand 
ornament on the top of it. We have perhaps 15 or 16 conduits that wires can 
be run through to those open places. I will show you my diagram and pass it around. 
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In one corner we have junction boxes and the other is an opening in order to allow 
telephone feeders, feeders along tne line. We would not take telephones along say the 
centre of Sparks street here, we would take one back street, one street to the back, and 
let it in there, and let our telephone in to the back of your building. We avoid as far 
as possible opening up the principal streets. This, as I said, is a section of the streat 
(exhibiting diagram). We have telephones, tramways, water, gas, electricity and 
sewer. All that belongs to the corporation. 

Q. If the Government wants to put down tubes for telegraph wires, or pneumatic 
‘tubes, what do they do?—A. They have to get permission from the corporation. Our 
Master of Works, as we call him, has charge of all streets. Supposing the telephone 
system wants to open up from Sparks Street—I will bring the illustration to your own 
‘city, where I have picked up some of the names in the last few days—supposing they 
wanted to open up Sparks Street and down Bank Street, the Electrical Engineer gives 
notice to the Master of Works that we are about to open up that part of Sparks Street, 
and that part of Bank Street. The Master of Works then communicates with our Gas 
Engineer, and with our Tramways Engineer, and with our Water Engineer, and tells 
‘them he has an intimation from the electricity committee that they are about to pro- 
‘ceed in a certain direction, and asking them if they want to do any work in that sec- 
tion, to intimate to him within the next seven days. If no intimation is given then 
the council grants permission—this permission is put on the minutes of the council— 
and if the Master of Works sees no objection, the council grants permission. 

Q. There is the least possible disturbance of the street under that condition ?—A. 
Yes, we have very little disturbances of our streets. 

Q. In our city the telephone company opens up the street one day, the telegraph 
people to-morrow, and perhaps the city the next day.—A. Yes, we avoid that as far as 
possible. , 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Which of the two telephone systems have the greater number of subscribers in 
‘Glasgow ?—A. The National has still the lead in the subscribers. 
Q. How many?—A. We have about 14,000—they are increasing daily. The 
National have about 20,000. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. You had 11,405 at the end of the fiscal year 1904.—A. Yes, and our year is just 


about ended now. 
Q. When does it end?—A. Our financial year ends May 81. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. They have this larger number by reason of the great concessions in charges 
-and on account of the competition—they have increased the number largely by cutting 
-down the price?—A. Yes, greatly. 

Q. Giving them for nothing?—A. Besides, that includes public stations they have 
put up in nearly every shop. We had nearly 250 public stations on the corporation . 
system. ‘ 

Q. And you have no free telephones, and make no discriminations. You give ab- 
solute equal treatment?—-A. No free ones. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. I am sorry you did not quite catch the question I put to you? How is it that 
the National is increasing so much more than you, when your prices are so much lower 
than theirs?—A. Well, you understand that we have been in existence only since 1901. 
‘We began operations on June 2, 1901, some four years ago, and they have been doing 
‘business for many, many years before that. 
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Q. How is it that they still have higher charges than yours? JI would think that 
they would come down to your charges?—A. Had they only Glasgow to consider, that 
would be right enough, but then they have Manchester, Liverpool and all other large 
cities, that are clamouring for reduction on the same basis as Glasgow, and London— 
there is a £17 charge for a local rate in London. Now, if they began to cut rates in 
Glasgow, they would have all the merchants in Manchester, Liverpool and other cities 
saying, ‘you must be able to make it pay at these low rates in Glasgow. If you can 
make a system pay at £8 or £5 in Glasgow, why not make the same rate in our city.’ 
They have to hang on to their rates, because their business extends all over the kingdom. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Why do they. get business in Glasgow if they maintain rates?—A. That is 
really the only opposition that they have in the kingdom. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. If they are increasing their business it is because they go out of Glasgow, and 
you cannot go?—A. We have communication with every part. They have no com- 
munication that we have not. Their communication is just like ours, through the trunk 
wires. The trunk wires belong to the Government. The moment you go outside of 
Glasgow, outside a certain radius, you have to go on the trunk wires. So also has every 
subscriber to the National. 3 

Q. You are in the same position as they are as far as that is concerned?—A. As 
far as trunk lines are concerned. 

" Q. Then you ean go in and out of Glasgow on the trunk lines the same as the 
National?—A. Yes. : : 


’ By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Is the National in Glasgow bound to ecnnect with you on the corporation sys- 
tem?—A. We have an agreement with them which gives them connection over the 
trunk system with our line. We are placed on the same basis with regard to the 
trunk line system as they are. The charge is three pence. 

Q. They are bound to give you that connection?—A. Yes. 

Q. You also have to pay the National toll?—A. Yes. 

Q. The National is bound to do business with you through the trunk system, 3t 
your own rates?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. If the National charges more in Glasgow than the Glasgow corporation ow 
comes it that they get the business?—A. They have had the right for many many 
years. 

Q. Still you people in Glasgow know the value of a dollar the same as other people. 
Why do people pay more for a service that they could get for less money ?—A. Their 
principal increase is not in what you would say ordinary wares, although all business 
people of any large business, you know, a business conducted say like mine. I have 
six corporation telephones, and always keep one National. You will find this usually 
the ease under the present competing system. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Just for business?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. Did I understand you to say that the National Company are increasing theiv 
business notwithstanding the fact that they charge more, and that is principally 
owing to the fact that they give a whole lot of telephone service for nothing?—A. The 
' inereas? is not on the telephone they charge more on. 
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Q. That is what I want to get at?—A. The increase locally is on the telephone 
that they charge less for. You can have a telephone put into your house by the Nation.) 
for 25s. under certain conditions. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. A year?—A. Yes. And when you want to use it you pay a penny for your 
message. Over and above 25s. you take a telephone in your own house and you ar: 
entitled to receive as many messages as you like from the outside, but you pay a penny 
for every call out. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Every time you use the telephone from your own house you pay a penny ?—A, 
Yes. 
Q. That is Just to prevent a man going from his house to the corner grocery t. 
speak?’—A. Yes, that’s it. , 
Q. Do you do the same thing in your corporation?—A. I told you what we did. 
The cheapest we can give is an unlimited service for 4 guineas. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
- Q. That is really cheaper. You don’t have to pay a penny ?—-A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Do you know how many National subscribers there are at £10 as compared 
with municipal at £5 5s.?—A. You don’t catch the National giving that to the public. 

Q. When you state that the increase in the number of National subscribers was 
by an increase in those who paid the smaller rate, I think you could give us the 
detail?—A. No. 

Q. How do you know the nature of the increase?—A. Because it is evident to any 
observer that the house rates are being taken up, on looking at the directory—there is 
a directory issued—and also by the number of pay stations that are being opened 
along the street. 

Q. How can you tell that the increase in the National subscribers is in the £3 33. 
class instead of the £10 class? Are you not guessing that? And knowing the thritty 
nature of your people, who would not pay £10?7—A. No. : 

Q. It is your inference? You don’t know the facts?—A. We know by the dire3- 
tory where the instruments are established. . 

Q. You cannot teil whether they are paying £3 or £102—A. Yes. Take a man 
with a rent of £20, he will not pay £10 for the National telephone if he can get it for 
25s. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Is your system paying? Can you say whether it is paying ?—A. The annual 
report up to May 31, 1904, showed that the capital expenditure stood at £320,000, and 
the annual revenue £49,000, and after paying all working expenses, including royalty, 
interest, sinking fund, there was a balance of £3,650. This was added to the balance 
of the previous year, making £5,753, that is being carried to general depreciation fund. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Your accounts in the city of Glasgow are carefully examined? They were never 
found wrong in the past?—A. No, they must be submitted to the chartered accountant 
and they are discussed in open council. And we have anti-municipal men in our 
council who are ready to probe to the bottom any such thing. You will find men who 
wil] tell you that the depreciation allowance is not near large enough. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Mr. Willock, just to bring out some points that are mentioned in this annual 
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report (producing documents). This annual report states—I presume you can cor- 
rcborate it—that at the end of the fiscal year 1904, there were 11,405 lines?—A. Yes.. 

Q. Is that correct?—A. That is it. 

Q. You have the figures?—A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell us the capital cost per line to construct those 11,405 lines?—A. No.. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—What do you mean by lines? 

The CHAIRMAN.—Subscribers. 

Q. In Glasgow, where they have 11,000 services, separate lines, it only cost them, 
according to this report, £20 per line?—A. £20 6s. 6d. 

Q. If in Glasgow with these 11,000 services they are able to construct lines costing- 
£26 6s. 6d., about $100, and give such a class of work as they are giving there, what ought 
we in Canada to pay, where things are cheaper? 


Mr. BEerceron.—We will have to find the length from the trunk line to the sub- 
scriber’s house. 
—A. This report takes the average of the long and the short one. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. It averages the whole thing ¢—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. You have the trunk line in the street, and if I understand the question, you 
are trying to find out the price of the little line. 

The CHAIRMAN.—No, the whole service. The service extends within a certain area.. 
All the lines are underground and outside that area they are overhead ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How much?—A. 143 square miles. 

Q. Then these 11,000 subscribers’ lines are covering that whole area? And you 
say that they cost, how much to install?—A. £20 6s. 6d. 

Q. An average for the whole 11,000 lines?—A. Yes. 

Q. The capital cost of installing each of these lines averaged £20 6s. 6d. What is. 
the annual cost for maintenance of each of these lines, including sinking fund, de- 
preciation, working expenses, and all other outgoings for maintaining the lines, keep- 
ing it up? These figures are stated in the report to be £4 Os. 74d.2—A. The total work- 
ing ‘expenses, including interest and sinking fund—you know, I suppose, what sinking: 
tund means—it is the clearing off the whole capital in a certain number of years. 

Q. What does that cost per line (—A. £4 0s. 74d. per line. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You must provide a little for profit and loss, a reasonable amevnt, does it 
include that?—A. Understand that parliament makes no demand, but includes in its. 
sinking fund such an amount for depreciation. We have that not only in the tele- 
phone system, but in all our other systems. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You find that that £4 0s. 74d. covers sinking fund and interest and all charges- 
for the service, and leaves £3,650 surplus for the year?—A. We charge 5 guineas as 
our average for each line. 

Q. Over and above all charges for renewals and maintenance there was a net sur- 
plus last year of £3,650, according to that statement?—A. Yes, that is so. 

Q. That £8,650 if not earned, would have reduced the annual charge on each in- 
strument by the proportion distributed over the total number of the instruments ?—A. 
That is so. 

Q. So that the rental charged could have been reduced if this surplus had not beem 
accumulating?—A. The rentals amounting to £53,000 equal to £4 13s. 1d. per line. 
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By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. You have 148 square miles of territory. How many services is that based on? 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—11,000. 

Mr. MactEan.—A capital cost of what? 

The CHAIRMAN.—£20 6s. 6d. 
—A. Well, but we have made provisions for 20,000 lines. 

Q. The price may be reduced later on?—A. Yes, that will reduce it later on. The 
maintenance is £4 Os. 74d. for working expenses, including interest and sinking fund. 

Q. And the charges are £4 8s. 1d., showing a profit of ? 

The CHAIRMAN.—£3,650, that is a surplus. 
—A. Remember that is not merely a surplus to go into depreciation, but that is after 
providing for interest and sinking fund. 


a 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. At the same time your general plant is for 20,000 ’phones, and as they are taken 
up the average capital cost will be reduced. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Do I understand that your sinking fund is based upon an estimated life of 
thirty years?—A. Thirty, yes. 

Q. Is that what your engineers or experts have estimated as the average life?—A. 
You can get people who hold that it is not safe, but the engineer says it is. 

Q. Take Mr. Bennett, the municipal engineer at Glasgow?’—A. He tells us it is 
quite sufficient. 

Q. I think he says the life is much longer than thirty years.—A. As a rule it is, 
but. that is quite sufficient for all purposes. 

Q. He says in that annual report it is about thirty-six years—A. Of course, I 
have not as full report as I might have. 

Mr. Mactean.—Modern installation is considered by many engineers to last fifty 
or one hundred years. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Are there not rapid changes, improvements being made?—A. The Postmaster 
General has recently laid down a rule that the life of a plant is thirty-six years, where- 
ag the Glasgow telephone loan is repayable in thirty years. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. You are on the safe side?—A. Yes. 

Q. Tell us is your view of this, is it that the Postmaster General of England is 
within five years to take over the National system? 

The CHairnMaNn.—1911, I think. 

Q. That will include the National system in Glasgow ?—A. I presume so. 

Q. Some kind of consolidation will take place?—A. Yes, and he will take over the 
Glasgow system. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Through all England, Scotland and Ireland?—A. Yes, he will take over the 
whole system. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. There will be a unified system, central management and the highest possible 
efficiency will be worked out in that way.—A. I do not believe it will be the cheapest 


way. 
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Q. You believe that local management is cheaper than Government owned trunk 

lines ?—A. Yes. 

 Q. That is your own opinion?—A. My reason for it is this, that the capital of the 
National Telephone Company is far too high. They will pay too much for it, and will 
never be able to give the same rates as the Glasgow system. 

Q. May I ask you this, supposing Glasgow and all the municipalities of Great 
Britain maintained their own system, and that the Government owned the trunk line, 
would that be a cheaper system than if the Government owned your line?—A. I think 
it would. 

Q. Local and trunk?—A. I think it would be a better system. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Wouldn’t it procure competition ?—A. There would be no competition, but there 
would be a bona fide public service. We have no profits on our tramways, gas or elec- 
tricity. Whenever we have profits they go to the reduction of the individual service 
from which we get them. For instance, our tramway fares have been reduced since 
we took it over by 50 per cent. 


By Mr. Burrows: 

Q. In the cost of the service?—A. And we have a faster and better service. 

Q. You mean in the cost to the public?—A. Yes. What money is made above cost 
is applied to the reduction of the rate. Thus money made from the tramway is applied 
io the reduction of the rate. The same with every department. We do not apply any 
money from any one department on what you would say a reduction of the general 
rate. We do not believe that is a sound policy. This is perhaps digressing a little, but 
if we take one penny on the pound as taxes in Glasgow, a profit of £20,000 from the 
tramway would reduce the taxation of Glasgow one penny. Apply the reduction of one 
penny on the system of assessment, that is so much on a pound of rental. A working 
man pays £10 and he uses the tramway perhaps more than a man with £100 rental, and 
on this the man with £100 will get 8-4d. reduction, while the workingmen will get 10 
pence, and at the same time has contributed more than the man who has £100. Hence 
we have decided to apply the profit to the reduction of the rates. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Did you have an investigation of your municipal affairs some years ago?—A. 
An investigation ? ” y 

Q. Yes.—A. By whom, or what? 

Q. I am referring now to that investigation into the municipal system o5 chink 
we heard the other day. 


The CHaiRMAN.—You mean by a Committee of the House of Commons, or do you 
mean into the telephone system ? 


Mr. Berceron.—There has been some discussion here. 
WITNESS.—In what are we running behind? 


Mr. Mactran—The charge has been made and quoted here in Canada. A Brant- 
ford man in giving his evidence told us that President Sise had asked the people of 
Brantford to accept the statement, an anonymous statement in an English paper to 
the effect that you are running behind in your accounts, and that the system was not 
really paying?—A. Speaking of telephones? 


By the Chairman: 
| Q. It was suggested that the last financial statement or report issued by the city 
of Glasgow was open to criticism and that there had been an investigation as to its 
accuracy to the financial operations of Glasgow. Is there any truth in that?—A. Is 
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thet in all our departments? I am chairman of the finance committee of the gas and 
our annual revenue is £850,000, roughly. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. What is your expenditure?—A. We make a profit and we hold a plant which 
is now valued in our books 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. But was there an investigation ?—A. No, I cannot see what investigation there 
was if you refer to telephones. 

Q. No, generally speaking, was there an investigation over the municipal system 
of Glasgow which has gone out to the world as a perfect system? It has been said 
here that Glasgow was a model as far as that is concerned. In answer to that we 
are told that an investigation was held which had taken away some of that eulogium. 
We want to know if it is true?—A. I know of no such thing pertaining to Glaseow. 
I know of no investigation, no inquiry and I cannot think of any such thing. 


By Mr. Monk: 
Q. Was there an investigation into the telephone department?—A. No. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Let me read you from Mr. Sise’s letter to the ratepayers of Brantford. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 


MontTreat, July 28, 1904. 
‘To the Ratepayers, . 

“As bearing on the very general discussion of municipal ownership of public 
utilities the example of Glasgow is cited as an evidence of the success of such owner- 
ship and operation. ‘The subjoined extract from an article in the London, England, 
Engineering of July, 15, 1904, is commended to the earnest and careful attention cf 
the ratepayers and telephone users in Canada. 

‘It is evidenced that in Glasgow, which is constantly cited as a most valuable 
example of the advantages of municipal ownership, the results—so far at least as the 
telephone service is concerned—show municipal ownership has not been a success 
either as regards the ratepayers or the telephone subscribers. 

‘C. F. SISE, 


‘ President.’ 


This company makes this statement based on an anonymous article in an engineer- 
ing publication in the old country. 

A. Now, I am somewhat happy when you narrow it down to our infant. We 
have from time to time had infants in our municipal undertakings. The last infant 
that we had before we founded this foundling, was the electricity department of 
which, Mr. Chairman, you will notice the report in our records. I am chairman of 
that. It was the infant, and all the critics of municipalization, always attacked the 
infant. Now, in the electricity department, as you know, it is quite impossible to do a 
business, such as we have to do in the electricity department, unless you put down large 
mains, far larger than was enough at the moment to supply our customers. We put 
down large feeders, large mains, a lot of machinery, and in that way we buried in 
the streets a great amount of money. The first year they turned around and said 
‘that is not paying. that is not paying. How could any concern with thousands of 
pounds worth of wires buried in the streets have sufficient revenue the first year, or 
even the second year, to make the thing pay. It is nonsensical to think of it, even 
with regard to a going private concern. We are not going to open our streets and put 
down a small number of wires, telephones, and then the opening up another year to 
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put down another lot, so we make provision for something far forward, and in putting 
down plant for 3,000 subseribers that we had the first year, we made provision for 
20,000 subscribers. It is utterly impossible for a concern to pay interest, sinking fund, 
and then show a depreviation over the top of that cost. We had some anti--municipali- 
sationists who demanded that from the moment you put the stuff in the ground it 
was depreciating and that the revenue ought to bear that. Hence the National Tele- 
phone Company issued circulars and anonymous letters, some of them came to my 
own house. We had to turn around and get our Mr. Bennett to answer that statement, 
and put it under ground, but if the misrepresentation has gone forth to America, where 
+t suits the anti-municipalisationists, the answer does not get so far, it does not suit 
them to send it. We have a gigantic trust in the National Company in England who 
think it quite proper to spend a lot of money and buy out or squash any municipality 
that takes any hand in running their own franchises. 


Mr. Mactran.—As a matter of fact there is an association formed in England for 
the purpose of depreciating public ownership. 


By Mr. Burrows: 

Q. Then you deny the statement of } r. Sise that <e municipal ownership of tele- 
phones in Glasgow has not been a success 2—A. I deny it. More than that, I say that 
if we require it, all we need to do is to raise our rates, that we have room enough, as I 
told you, between £10 charged by the National and 5 guineas charged by the corpora- 
tion, we have ground enough to go upon, and to cover any deficit if need be, and still 
retain all our custcmers. This little small dribbling of rates, this small penny in the 
slot will never do for a business man. The National charges for the first connection 
£10, and for the second £8 10s., nothing less than that. The corporation charges £5 5s., | 
that is the real difference between us. If we have to make up a deficit, and add on a 
pound on our rates, if we have 20,000 subscribers, there is £20,000 put on to our revenue 
at once. 


By Mr. Bergerion: 

Q. Do you expect that you will increase the number of your subscribers all the 
time, of course that number. I do not suppose the population of Glasgow is increasing 
so rapidly as that, probably the increase in the number of your *phones will be taken 
away from the National?—A. No. Telephones are becoming a necessity to-day. I had 
not a telephone in my own house up till recently, and now all my friends around me 
have telephones, because it is quite a necessity of the day. We are accustomed to it in 
our business, and we have to have it in our houses, so that it is people who never had a 
telephone in before that the increase will come from. You get one man saying*‘I will 
throw out the National and take the corporation, I will not have anything more to do 
with the National, ’and-another man will be saying: ‘I will take the National, I will 
not have the corporation.’ That is an every day occurrence. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Have you found the methods of the National Company—their opposition to 
public ownership, have you found that their attempts to obliterate your concerns have 
not been at all honourable or above-board? Or, to put it another way, have they re- 
sorted to all kinds of unfair means to put down the municipal system?—A. They have 
resorted to all means, by letter, by writing articles, and in every other way to make 
little of the municipal system. 

Q. By most unfair competition or attack?—A. Well, it is stretching it—I would 
sey that so far as the corporation is concerned, we cannot as a public body descend to 
any such thing. 

Q. But you are subject to that unfair attack?—A. We are subject to it. 

Q. And from the National?—A. From the National, yes. 
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By the Chairman: 

Q. I have in my hand a summary of the last report of the Glasgow corporation, by 
Mr. A. R. Bennett. If Mr. Willock happens to have with him a copy he can put in the 
last annual report of the corporation, and I am sure we will be glad to have it.—A. 
That is the last year we have a report for. 

Q. Well, perhaps you will be able to identify it, just look at it and tell me if it is. 
These figures are from your financial report?—A. I have a copy, I see that this is a 
complete copy of the report for 1904 of the Glasgow corporation. 


Document filed as Exhibit No. 65. 


(Exhibit No. 65). 
GLASGOW CORPORATION TELEPHONE ACCOUNTS, 1908-4. 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT—SECOND COMPLETE YEAR. 
NOTEWORTHY POINTS. 

The capital expenditure (page 7) amounts to £820,782 12s., and the number of 
complete instruments (page 5) is 11,405. The gross cost per line is, consequentls, 
£28 Qs, Td. 

The foregoing cost, however, includes £9,957 7s. 6d. for preliminary expenses 
(page 7), and £79,000 , the cost of 9,065 partially completed lines (page 5) which are 
not yet earning revenue. Deducting these items it will be seen that the 11,405 work- 
ing lines have cost £231,824 12s. 6d., which is equal to £20 6s. 6d. per line. The original 
estimate was £19 1s. per completed line. The small difference is satisfactorily ac- 
counted for by the adoption of underground distrioution for subscribers’ offices in 
the centre of Glasgow, and by the substitution of underground work on the junction 
routes and in the suburbs, for which oniy overhead work was originally contemplated. 

The rentals received and outstanding, together with miscellaneous receipts for the 
year (page 8), amounted to £53,095 5s. 2d., equal to £4 13s. 1d. per line. 

The total working expenses, including interest and sinking fund (pages 8, 9 and 
10), amounted to £45,988 3s. 84d., which is equal to £4 0s. 74d. per line. 

The surplus for the year amounted to £3,650 17s. 104d. (pages 3, 9 and 10, which, 
together with the surplus of £2,092 9s. 7d. brought forward from the previous year 
makes a sum of £5,748 7s. 54d., which the telephone committee have carried forward to 
the general depreciation fund. 

The assertion that the tariffs adopted by the corporation—£5 5s. unlimited rate, 
and £3 10s. per annum and 1d. per call toll rate—are too low is, consequently, shown 
to be unfounded. 

Appended to this statement is the opinion on the subject of depreciation of one 
_of the leading authorities on account keeping. It will be observed in connection with 
the Glasgow telephone accounts that the converse of the case stated by Mr. Dicksce 
obtains, that is to say, that the loan is repayable before the expiry of the life of the 
plant. 

The Postmaster General has recently laid down the rule that the life of a telephone 
plant is thirty-six years, whereas the Glasgow telepnone loan is repayable in thirty 
years, so that, according to Mr. Dicksee’s ruling, no depreciation fund in addition to 
the sinking fund is required at Glasgow. 

The telephone committee, therefore, in transferring their surplus to depreciation 
are really going ahead of all requirements, and it might be argued that the account 
to which the surpluses are placed would be better termed a reserve. 

It will be noticed from the statistics on page 12 that both the gross and the net 
cost per line is less than last year. Mr. John Macfee, present general manager of the 
Glasgow Corporation Telephone Department, has drawn up a comparative statement 
showing the results obtained respectively by the Glasgow Telephone Department and 


the National Telephone Company, which I give below :— 
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CoMPARATIVE Statement showing difference between the financial results of the Nation ] 
a aes Company, Ltd., and the Glasgow Corporation Telephone Department. 


j 


’ 


Standard Provision | ) 
— Unlimited Rate for, Dividend or Interest. against the | _ Remarks. 
Telephones. | Future. 


ee 


The National Telephone £17 London, £10/4°38 p. c. (Average) “1°95 p.c. Calculated on capital ex- 


Company, Ltd. Provinces, £810s.| dividend and interest penditure and carried to 
in some smaller on various classes of)’ reserve fund, which is 
towns in pro-| stocks and shares.) inyested in company’s 
vinces. ; plant. (From_ report 


presented to thirty- 
| third general meeting 

| of shareholders. ) 
Glasgow Corporation|/£5 5s............. 3°20 p. c. interest on| 4°67 p.c.| Includes: sinking fund and 


Telephone Department money borrowed. depreciation. (From 
third annual report. ) 


*Calculated on capital expenditure at Dec. 31, 1903. If calculated on previous year the result would 


be 2'1 per cent. 
‘Calculated on previous year’s capital expenditure. 


A. R. BENNETT. 


QUEEN ANNE’S CHAMBERS,. 
BroaDway, WESTMINSTER, 
Lonpon, 8.W., July 12, 1904. 


Q. Then, these statements contained in Exhibit 65 are correct /—A. They are 
correct. 
The CHairMAN.—Well, we will have this printed on the Minutes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. You have paid a great deal of attention to civic government, and you regard 
civic government as one of the great modern problems, that being the case, is it not a 
principal of good civic government that the corporation should control absolutely its 
own streets?—A. That is my opinion, and that is the opinion of the populace of the 
city of Glasgow. 


By the Chatrman: 
Q. One question, it has been stated that your municipal system has not afforded 
an efficient telephone service, is that true?—A. The telephone service is good. Of 
course, it has caused a disturbance to all men more or less, you never get the attention 


that you think you should have. 
Q. Is your service as good as the National?—A. On the whole it is quite equal. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Is it on the same principle?—A. We have two different systems in working, 
and so have the National, in regard to the calling. One system is liked by one party, 
and another party would prefer the other system, so that we have the two systems. 

Q. And your subscribers are increasing?—A. In both systems. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. How do you pay your employees, as compared with the National t—A. We pay 


 thens well. 
Q. Better than the National?—A. I would not say that. 
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Q. Do you give them better hours?—A. I would not like to say that, we give them 
very much the same time. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Do you expect soon to catch up to the National?—A. The National is to be 
bought out by the Government, and we expect that the Corporation will be bought out 
aiso. That is a matter, of course, for the Government to consider, but. that is undoubt- 
ediy the expectation of all. : 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. Is it expected that the Government will own the municipal systems all over 
the country ?—A. That seems to be the intention, it has not passed the House of Com- 
mons yet, but the agreement to be presented to the House of Commons is, I believe, now 
in hand. 

Q. The; own the trunk lines?—A. They own the trunk lines already. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. I would like to ask a question or two that js perhaps not. pertinent to this mat- 
ter. What is the population of Glasgow ?—A. We have 890,000, roughly speaking, but 
we have now recently taken in Kinnirg Park, just this year we are going to formally 
take in another suburb, and that will toke it up to 1,000,000 people. But our water area 
supplies 1,100,000, and our gas area supplies about 1,200,000. 

Q. Then you go out of the city with these services?—A. Yes, we supply all the 
suburbs with gas, water, electricity, we supply all these smal] places. 

Q. And with the telephone also?—A. Our telephone goes there also. 

Q. Is that all under one municipal council ¢—A. No, the outlying boroughs have 
their own councils. I reside in Rutherglen, a more ancient borough than Glasgew, 
but it is a very small town 3 miles from the exchange. They have their provosts and 
mayor, but they grant us leave to go on their streets, and they get our water and gas, 
and take this year, we are going to parliament to take over the electricity as against 
a company. 

Q. What is the name of the town?—A. Rutherglen. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. They have their own council?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is out of Glasgow for municipal purposes?—A. Yes. 

Q. But what I want to get to is, that in the city of Glasgow proper, of which you 

spoke a few moments ago, if I understood you well, that has 800,000 population, and 
that has one municipal council?—A. Yes, that is the municipality of which we always 
speak when we speak of Glasgow. 
_  Q. How many councillors have you?—A. There are 25 wards which have three 
councillors each, and there is one representative from the Trades House, that is not the 
trades union, but an old incorporation dating away back to the thirteenth or fourteenth 
century, that the trades, the tailors, masons, wrights, maltsmen and gardeners and they 
were established for the purpose of helping fallen merchants you pay a very large 
sum of money to get into one of thése corporations, it would cost say about £150, but 
1 will not get anything out of it except if I was dying and left my wife and children in 
need, and they would give them help. They have one representutive called the Deacon 
Convener, he is the convener of the deacons, for all these institutions have deacons for 
their head. 

Q. He is the Speaker?—A. Yes, he is the head of them. Then we have one from 
the Merchants House, who is called the Lord Dean of Guild. That is a very old in- 
stitution in Glasgow, I am a member of it, we own cemeteries, buildings and houses, 
and have a very large capital at the back of the institution. It does not enter into re- 
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gular merchandise business, but it is for the purpose of helping merchants who have 
fallen by the way, as a great many do who have trouble in business, and this has done a 
great deal of good in the city. 

Q. Have you eighty or ninety in council, then 2—_A. No, we have seventy-seven 
memoers; twenty-five wards with three each, one from the Corporation of the Trades 
—and the Dean of Guild from Merchants’ House—the mayor is a member of the 
council. For assessors and liners, there are a lot of business men in the city, who lay 
out the lines for building, high buildings, etc. These are all put up before him. 

Q. He does not sit in council ?—A. Yes, he is in the council—these are two extra 
members. 

Q. You have one mayor 2A. He is included in the seventy-five. 

Q. How is he elected ?—A. By the council. 

Q. And you are elected for how long?—A. Three years. 

Q. The whole of you at one time ?—A. No, one would retire each year. 

Q. Are the councillors paid a fee 2A. Neither the mayor nor the councillors re- 
ceive any fees. Then there are the magistrates, we have seven police courts in Glas- 
gow that sit every day, and we have fourteen magistrates besides people who, like 
myself, have passed through the magistrates courts and are termed police judges. I sit 
on the bench the same as other magistrates. We have no stipendiary magistrates. Ail 
our functions in the police courts are conducted in that way and nobody gets any fees. 
In the higher courts we have sheriffs who are paid. 


By Mr. Miller: ' 

Q. Generally speaking, you consider that your municipal control in Glasgow of 
all these various utilitics has been a success and an advantage to the citizens ?—A. 
Undoubtedly so. Since we took over the gas works 33 years ago, the price of gas which 
was then 5 shillings per 1,000 cubic feet, has been reduced, until last year it was 2 
shillings and 1 penny, and at the same time we have been writing off for depreciation. 
We have a plant there which is valued at £2,500,000, that is according to the valuation 
on our books, but according to the output of other gas works in London and elsewhere, 
the value of our plant should be £3,500,000. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Is there any debt against the city ?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. When you say the plant is worth over £2,000,000, do you mean that it has 
been paid out of the earnings /—A. What we do, we have a debt which is about £14,- 


000,000— - 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. That is on the whole city 2—A. On the whole city, that includes all our com- 
mercial undertakings. 


By the Chairman: . 

Q. How much is there in that debt represented by your gas plant ?—A. About 
£2,500. 

Q. Is that all ?—A. That is all we put down in regard to that debt, because what 
is written off we do not write up as debt, when it is paid off. Understand this. We 
borrow money from the city. We have a registrar, or banker, we call him a registrar 
and the gas wants say a million of money; we do not want it all at once, but that 
amount is wanted, and our treasurer goes to the registrar and says: ‘I want £10,000. 
He borrows from the bank and we also take short loans from the citizens and pay them 
one-half per cent over the bank deposit rate. When the registrar gets back his rates he 
pays back to his banker the £10,000. We average that up during the whole year, we 
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take an average of the cost of the money, we have debentures running, we have promis- 
sory notes running, we have short loans running, and the interests on all these loans 
are taken and an average struck for the whole year, it is a little over 3 per cent. Ac- 
cording to the average for the year, every department is chargd for its money, that is 
they pay according to the average of all the money borrowed by the municipal banker. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. Your endeavours having proved so successful have any other of the British 
cities shown any inclination to follow your example?—A. They are every one follow- 
ing our example, even the small towns. 

Q. It seems to me that the city of Glasgow having made such a great success and 
the other cities having watched it, it is a wonder if the other cities consider that they 
have made it a success in Glasgow that they do not follow?—A. Manchester is agitat- 
ing at the present time and other cities have taken it up all along the line, but this 
threatened buying up of the telephones has somewhat shaken the movement, but in 
all other things they are following our example as fast as they can. London is the 
worst example. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How many years since you had this municipalization in Glasgow? Since when 
have you commenced the municipalization of these accommodations in Glasgow ?—A. 
We opened our first waterworks, which was the first municipal undertaking munici- 
palized in 1858, and our gas dates from 1869, and in regard to electricity it dates from 
1896. Our telephones date from 1900. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Do I understand that the Government proposes taking over the National Tele- 
phone system of Great Britain in 19112—A. Yes. 

Q. And at the present time really the National Company do no business, or con- 
struct no new lines, or phones, without the consent of the Government. Now you 
make the statement that they are putting in many *phones in Glasgow practically for 
nething?—A. Yes. . 

Q. Well, now is the Government a party to that?—A. You know the Government 
—they have an agreement with the Government, and the skeleton of that agreement has 
been seen, but really nobody knows what the agreement between the Government and 
the National really is. It is only speculation for me to say what my opinion is, because 
it has never come before the House of Commons. It is no use for me to speculate whe- 
ther or not the Government is a party to it, it is the first time I have heard the state- 
ment made, I might say. 

Q. I have read a report somewhere, I think it was in the Library of the House of 
Commons, a very complete statement as to the agreement between the Government and 
the National Telephone Company, and that is one point I noticed, that the National 
can do nothing without the consent of the Government, and it appears to me that the 
Government would not be a party to allowing the National to put in their telephones 
for nothing?—A. You understand that there is no telephone can be established without 
a license, not a general license, but that there is a rate charged to each, a small rate, 
you understand, and there would be every opportunity for the Government to increase 
the fees or rates. But within the last year in Glasgow I do not know whether the 
National is paying the general rate or not, I could not say. 

Q. Have you made any serious mistakes in putting in your system, have you as up- 
to-date a system as the National?—A. Well, I consider it to be. 

Q. What ’phone do you use, do you manufacture them in Glasgow, or is 
is a foreign instrument?—A. Well, it is manufactured by a Swedish company, I can- 
not tell you the name, but it is the same as the National have. 

Q. It is as good a ’phone as the National have?—A. I say it is a matter of in- 
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dividual opinion. Some think that the system of the National is better than that of 
the corporation, and some think that the corporation system is better than the National. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. What do you charge a customer for an extension, supposing he has one on the 
wall and he wants one on his desk?—A. If you only have one, that is the same, but if 
you want a double instrument, then you have to pay, according to the instrument you 
have, from about 25 shillings up to nearly £8. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. Per annum?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. What would be the cost to have an additional bell in your own house, having it 
put in an additional room?—A. That would be a matter of about 1 guinea, or 25 shil- 
lings, if it is a switch where you can switch on. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Per year, or what?—A. It would be per annum. 


By the Charman: 

Q. When I speak of a bell—I do not know whether you have the same system as 
we have—but in ours, when a subscriber is called up the bell rings in the room where 
the instrument is, and sometimes people desire to have more than one bell in the house 
—in another room—what charge do you make for an additional bell in that case?—A. 
That is if you put say one bell in your bedroom, so that you would require to have a 
bell on the instrument, and another one in another room ? 

Q. Yes.—A. There is a very, very small charge for that, according to the distance. 

Q. Is it just equal to the cost of the wire and the bell?—A. Yes. 

Q. No annual charge?—A. Not an annual charge, if there is an instrument. 

Q. And if there is an instrument?—A. We charge from 25 shillings to £3, accord- 
ing to the instrument you put in. 

Q. Is that a capital charge?—A. No, it is an annual charge for an extra instru- 
ment. 

By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. How long has the government had charge of the trunk lines?—A. I cannot 
answer that just right offhand. I would not like to answer. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. It will be about ten years, I think 2—A. It will be ten or twelve years. 


By Mr. Lewis: 
Q. Did the National have a franchise right from the government to go into Glas- 
gow !—A. They had. 
Q. Franchise power from the government?—A. Oh, yes, they are licensed from 
the government. 


My Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Are you satisfied with the government ownership of telegraph systems ?—A. 
Oh, yes. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. It is considered in Glasgow that the government having charge of the trunk 
line is a success?—A. They have done very well, very good work, I have no reason 
to complain and I use them very much. 
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Q. So much so that they are contemplating taking over the municipal ’phones ?— 
A. That is the government’s contemplation, and most of the people think that it will 
be as successful as the government telegraph was. They looked for a considerable 
degree of success, although my own opinion is that owing to the tremendous expendi- 
ture they will have to make for the National wires they will be somewhat expensive. 

Q. Were the trunk lines in charge of any one before the government took them 
over, or did the government build them?—A. The National had them; but it was not 
so extensive a system as it is now. 

Q. Since the government has had charge of the ¢runk lines have they been as 
successful as they were before the government had charge?—A. Yes, I think so, fully 
as much so. They have been very well run. 

@. And the public have received a good service?—A. Yes, a very good service, 
they have no reason to complain of them at all. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Would it be convenient for you, or should we ete to Glasgow, for a copy of 
the report for the year that is just closing?—A. The financial year ae on May 31, 
so that the report will not be in the hands of the council till about the month of J aby 
or August. 

Q. Then it will be better for us to communicate with Glasgow ourselves?—A. It 
takes a month or so, and July last year was a holiday with us so that it was the month 
of August before the report came out. 


The witness was then discharged. 


The Committee then adjourned. 


Wepnespay, April 19, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock a.m., Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


Mr. THomas Bectey, of Egerton, called and sworn. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Where do you live?—A. In the township of Bier : 

Q. We are informed that you have had some experience in the construction of 
telephone lines, is that correct?—A. Well, yes it is. 

Q. What has been your experience/—A. Well the experience is that we formed 
into a company, a joint stock company, in the neighbourhood I live in, and we took 
out a charter from the Ontario government and we built 18 miles of line. 

Q. Yes?—A. We built 18 miles of line and there was a doctor who had a private 
line of three miles, and we bought his line out and connected it on. The charter was 
taken out in the name of the Conn '‘'l’elephone Company, Limited. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. What is the capitalization ?—A. I beg your pardon. 
Q. What is the capitalization?—A It is only $1,500 at present, but, I was in 
Toronto yesterday to get the charter extended to $40,000. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. How much money have you put into the enterprise?—A. About $1,300. 
Q. And you have built 18 miles?—A. We have built 18 miles and we bought 


out three miles more. 


Q. Have you any debt?—A. Not one cent. 
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By Mr. Zimmerman: 
-Q. You say that $1,300 was invested?—A. About that. I can give you the exact 
figures, I have brought the figures with me. 


By Mr. Burrows: 

Q. What did you pay for the three miles you bought?—A. Well we bought the 
three miles for $125 and we had to put on ’phones ourselves, that was the company had 
to put it on. I was asked to bring papers with me and I have the stock book of the 
company here. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. That is all right, Mr. Begley, that is what we want.—A. The charter and 
everything else, I have them all. 

Q. That is right, you do your work thoroughly, I see?—A: And even to the style 
of insulators and the price of the wire. 

Q. Good. When did you start your company? When did you commence to do 
business for the company ?—-A. With the lines? 

Q. Yes—A. A year ago last fall, or thereabouts. I cannot give the exact dat>. 

Q. How many subscribers have you now?—A. We have 1380 shares, that is capital 
stock. 

Q. No, I mean how many persons have instruments in their premises?—A. In 
their premises? Well, I would have to count them first. There is one, two, three, four. 
five, six, seven. Seven and a connecting line with the Central Dufferin, is eight. 

Q. Seven and a connecting line with the Dufferin?—A. Seven offices, while we 
connect with the extension 

Q. Has each person an independent wire to his premises?—A. No, sir, there are 
only two persons that have an independent wire. One is Mr. Russell’s house near 
Mount Forest, and the’other is in Dr. Perry’s office at Conn. 

Q. All the rest are on the same wire?—A. All the rest are on the same wire. 

Q. Where does your line run to?—A. Well, it runs between the counties of Grey 
and Dufferin and between the counties of Wellington and Grey. 

Q. Entirely in the rural district?—A. Entirel, in the rural pea and to the 
town of Mount Forest in the county of Wellington. 

Q. What do you charge your patrons, the people who have he telephones ?——A. 
Fifteen cents for the use of the line and they have got to pay the messenger for deliver- 
ing the message. If it is in the dountry the rate is 20 cents a mile one way for 
- delivery. In the town or village it is five cents, in the day time from the hour of 
7 o’clock to 6. The hours at night are from 6 o’clock to 7 a.m. and the rate is 10 cents. 

Q. What do you mean by 20 cents a mile?—A. For delivering the messages. 

Q. That is not what I mean?—A. Oh, for the use of the line. 

Q. Yes.—A. We charge 15 cents. Whenever you send a message you would he 
charged 15 cents. 

Q. And the company has been in existence, how long?—A. Since I started to do 
business with the line, it is a year and a half, say a year and eight months. 

Q. Do the general public make use of your lines?—A. Yes, sir, they do. 

Q. What has been the revenue on your line since it started?—A. Well, for the 
first seven months and three we.’:s we paid a dividend of 6 per cent. 

Q. How did you collect from the patrons, the people who use your line?—A. Weil, 
I could not tell you about that exactly, but, at the present time it would pay a dividend 
at the rate of 10 per cent since last July. 

Q. You have not had a very long experience ?—A. No, we have not had a very long 
experience. 

Q. This is all the experience you have had?—A. That is all. 

Q. Is there a large demand among the people up there to have telephones installed ? 
—A. Yes, sir, it is all the demand, throughout the country principally, they are look- 
ing for telephones. 
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Q. What class of people?—A. Farmers. 

Q. Do you think it would be of much advantage to the farmers to have telephones ? 
—A. I think it would be a big advantage. 

Q. To what extent would they be benefited by a mutual or stock company like 
yours, that pays such a big dividend ?—A. Well, that would depend upon the system 
it was run by. Take the way in which the Bell Company runs. I sent a telephone 
message to Sherbrooke, Que., to-day, talked over the *phone, and I paid $2.15 for seven 
minutes talking. That is what I paid, or at least it is charged against me down at the 
hotel, and when I settle my bill I suppose I will have to pay it. 

Q. Quite true—A. That is so, sir. So if it be a case 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. What distance is that?—A. It is about 300 miles, I think, somewhere about that. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. It would be 225 miles—A. TI cannot give you the exact figures, but I think it 
is in the neighbourhood of 300 miles. 


Mr. Daccer.—About 230. 
—A. Well, any of you can go down to the Grand Union hotel and see what the charge is. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. You say you have only seven ’phones on 21 miles of line?—A. Any person can 
come in and use them. They are kept as public offices. 
Q. They are public ’phones?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Is it a slot machine?—A. I beg your pardon? 

Q. Is it a slot machine?—A. No, they are made by the Chicago Telephone Sup- 
ply Company, at Elkhart, Ind. 

Q. You employ somebody, women or men ?—A. Well, we are all agents on the line, 
I am one myself. I have a ’phone in the house myself. If you, for instance, had had 
the telegram which was sent to me ’phoned I would have got it on Saturday. But it 
was directed to be sent through the mail, and I did not get 1t until Monday evening. 


By Mr. Burrows: . ; 

Q. What do you find the cost to be of putting up a mile of line, speaking generally ? 
—A. Generally? 

Q. Yes.—A. Well, in ours I think it was $200 and some odd it cost us for about 
23 miles altogether. (Vide explanation contained in letter No. 62, of Appen- 
dix ‘ A.’) ) 

Q. 23 miles?—A. TI do not say you ean build it for that in every part. It is all 
owing to what you pay for poles. 

Q. What did you pay for poles?—A. We got them for 50 cents, except what went 
to the town of Mount Forest. We paid 60 cents for them. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
| Q. How many poles to the mile?—A. Thirty-five, sir, it averaged that. For in- 
stance, if you go along the front of a man’s gate you must either go ahead or back up 
a little. It averaged thirty-five poles to the mile, that is 150 feet. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. What prompted you to start this company? Does the Bell Telephone Company 
not pass around that part of the country 2—A. Is it working around ? 
Q. Yes, the Bell Telephone Company, are they not working around there ?—A. 
Yes, and the Bell Telephone tried to get us to connect with them, but 
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- Q. Why did you go to the expense of establishing a telephone system of your own ? 

—A. Well, we were quite a distance from the town, and we looked at it in this way: 
The country was improving and we thought we would improve with the country too. 

Q. I see. But the Bell Telephone Company did not afford you the advantages that 
your own line does?—A. No, sir, it did not. Even if we had the Bell Telephone Com- 

pany on the same circuit as our own they would not give us the same advantages, for 
this reason: We have a night and a day service in case of sickness. The Bell Tele- 
phone Company in that section of country only gives it from 2 to 4 on Sundays, and I 
think not later than 8 o’clock at night. They shut down the place until next day. That 
is as near as I am able to tell you. 

Q. How much did you pay for your instruments, your "phone ?—A. We pay $11.50 
in Elkhart, Ind., and they will pay the freight on them. Well, if there was no duty 
on them, the freight on the instruments delivered at Mount Forest amounts to about 
$1.03 or $1.05, but with the duty they come to about $14, and either 83 or 85 cents. 
I am not positive as to tne 2 cents, but say 85 cents. 

Q. How much is it altogether ?—A. I beg your pardon. oh dei 

Q. Altogether, how much did your phones cost you ?—A. About $14.85 by freight, 
or about $16.60 by express. 

Q. Well, how did you get them, by freight or by express /—A. We got them both 
ways. Extension bells with the lightning arrester we bought at a cost of $5; without 
the lightning arrester they are $4.50. 

Q. And do you buy them one by one, or do you buy a lot of them together 2—A, 
Tf we want to buy one we buy it. If there are more to be bought, we buy them. The 
first phones we made a contract for putting on the wire and five ’phones. Since that 
I put the rest of them on myself. ' 

Q. Are there many people using the Bell Telephone line ?—A. Well the Bell Tele- 
pnone Company are not really close there. They are some five, six or seven miles 
north. 

Q. Does not the Bell Telephone Company go to Mount Forest ?—A. The Bell 
phones in Mount Forest and the ’phones we have in Mount Forest are not over six- 
teen or eighteen inches apart on the same wall and we cannot connect them. 

Q. But they are operating there 2—A. Oh, certainly. . 

Q. Do you know how many subscribers they nave there 2—A. In the town of 
Mount Forest ? 

Q. Yes—A. Well, I could not answer you positively on that. I would rather 
think about fifty or sixty, somewhere around that. I would not be positive though. 

Q. Well, how do you come to increase your *phones considering that the Bell 
Telephone Company are there and that they afford a great deal more convenience to 
their subscribers than you can because of their having long-distance lines ? 

Q. How do you expect to improve your company in the future ?—A. Well we ex- 
pect to extend our lines. The Bell Telephone Company won’t run into any township 
+t there is no other company starting to build a ’phone or to build a telephone line... 
The Bell Telephone Company never offered to put lines through there until the people 
took it up themselves. As soon as they took it up themselves, and built, or were build- 
ing a line, tne Bell Telephone Company wanted to connect with them and to control 
the line, but we would not give them control of the line. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. Did they offer to purchase or buy you out 7—A. When we first started they 
offered to furnish us with ’phones, with wire. They offered to build a line for us; to 


do everything that was done. 
Q. On what terms ?—A. We did not ask them for terms because we did not want 


to have anytaing to do with them. 
Q. Why not ?—A. For the simple reason. What right have they over the whole 


country ? 
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Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—They did not want to give away a good thing. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Is there any railway station on your circuit?—A. No, there is not. Both rail- 
ways go into Mount Forest and we connect with the Central Dufferin line, which runs 
into Shelbourne, and also with the Grand Valley line that runs into Grand Valley. 

Q. Has your company got instruments in any of these stations ?—A. No, sir, we 
have not. 

Q. Have you tried to have your ’phones ¢—A. Put in the station 2? 

Q. Put into the station—A. No, we have never tried, but I see by the accounts 
it would be useless for us ever to try. 

Q. What?—A. I have seen by the accounts in other parts of the country through- 
out the Dominion that it would be useless. 

Q. But did you try ?—A. No, we never tried. 

Q. When you say you might not have succeeded you surmised that from what 
you have heard?—A. No. 

Q. But as a matter of fact you never tried?—A. No, we never tried to put ’phones 
into any of the stations. 

Q. Do you not think it would be very important for your company to have their 
instruments in the railway stations?—A. Well, not extra, not in that part of the 
country, because where our lines run at both ends the Bell Telephone is in there and 
they pay so much a year for it, and if we want to find out anything at the station 
they will find out for us. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. But still, if you had a number of subscribers throughout the country it wou!d 
be a great convenience to have connection with the station?—A. Oh, yes, certainly 
it would, but under the present rules with the Bell Telephone Company I do not think 
we could get in. But we never tried, not in that way. 

Q. Where do you touch the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way systems?—A. At the town of Mount Forest the Grand Trunk Railway and the 
Canadian Pacific Railway and in Sheibourne the Grand Trunk. The Canadian Pacific 
Railway and the Grand Trunk railways run to the town of Mount Forest. 

Q. Did your company ever consider the advisability of extending its system 
through the country, of establishing a rural system and giving telephone conveniences 
to farmers ?—A. Well, they are at the present time. We are going to have a meeting 
to extend our charter on May 1, so as tout up more rural telephone lines. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. We would like to get down to the cost. You say that you put up 35 poles to 
the mile at 50 cents each. ‘That is $17.50, what was the cost of the wire?—A. Well, 
the cost of the wire for 18 miles and five ’phones we give $446, atid I think, a few cents 
for it. 

Q. $446?—A. Yes, that is for No. 9 B.B. galvanized wire. 

Q. How many miles?—A. Eighteen miles. 

Q. What did it cost you for putting up the poles per mile?—A. For erecting them ? 

Q. Yes.—A. It cost us for digging the holes, some we paid 15 cents and some 
20 cents. I would say on the average about 174 cents. 

Q. That is not putting up the poles?—A. Yes, putting them in the holes. 

Q. For 174 cents?—A. Yes. 


Mr. ZiMMERMAN.—That is cheap labcur up there. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Did you hire men?—A. We made a contract. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. How many a day did you put in, do you know?—A. I am not able to say, there 
were four or five men working. 
Q. That is very cheap?—A. We got it done cheaply. We got tae poles cheap, 
cheaper than we could get them to-day. 
Q. What is the length of the poles?—A. At all cross roads the wire was 22 feet 
above the ground. Where they run along the fence it is 18 feet. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. That would mean that the cost for erection and placing in the ground wou.d 
be 674 cents?—A. Well it would not be 67, some of them we bought for 50 cents. 
Q. No, but the cost of the poles. The pole placed in the ground ready for use 
would cost your company only 674 cents?—A. Yes. | 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. What kind of pole was it /—A. Cedar. 

Q. Twenty-five feet pole?—A. They are 22 and 27.- 

Q. Twenty-two and 27%’—A. Yes. 

Q. You do not rent the telephone outright to subscribers ?—--A. No, sir.» The way 
we do is, the company buys out the ’phones and places them at or about every three 
miles along the line and at each office that has a ’phone in, they get 20 per cent com- 
mission for the money they take in for the company. 

Q. Now let me understand?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Supposing I went to one of these offices and telephoned to a man a mile and 
a half way ?’—A. Yes. 

Q. I pay 15 cents?—A. Yes. 

Q. For the use of the wire?—A. Yes. é 

Q. This message must be delivered. What do you charge for delivery ?—A. If it 
is in the country we charge 20 cents a mile or 10 cents a half mile. 

Q. That would be 35 cents?—A. According to the distance. 

Q. Do you not think it would be better to rent the telephones along the line in- * 
stead of adopting that system?—A. No, I do not think that it would be any better. A 
man gets $20 on the $100 for what he takes in for the company, and he does not pay 
anything for the use of the ’phone, although he has got to take care of the checks and 
make out monthly sheets. The sheets have to be sent in every month. 

Q. What are your receipts a month er Well, they vary. 

Q. Well, just give us a rough average.—A. I could not give it to you, because I 
did not take it from the books before I left. 

Q. Can you not give us an idea?—A. Some offices will take in three times as much 
as others, but we do not get them bulked together. 

Q. Give us a rough idea.—A. I could not do that until the end of the year, because 
I did not look for it. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Name the places that you have your stations at?—A. Well, there is Mount 
Forest, one; and Mr. Russell’s, two. Mr. Russell bought the ’phone out. He got us to 
buy it, and I installed the ’phone for him. 

Q. Never mind, just name the places?—A. That is two, and Steve Moore’s is three, 
Conn’s is four, Cedarville is five, Egerton is six, Stonywood is seven, I am eight, and 
MeWhirter’s is nine. I did not count enough places for you when I gave the first state- 
ment. There are nine altogether. We did not put any ’phone, understand, at one of 
those places. We only put in an extension bell, because the Central Dufferin line has a 
‘phone there. All we did was to put in an extension bell to call for conrection so as to 
be connected with the Central Dufferin line and the Grand Valley line. 
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Q. What is your method of exchanging business with the Central Dufferin line ?— 
A. Well, if we send a message over their line we charge 20 cents for that message, and 
they get 10 and we get 10. 

Q. How long a line is that Central Dufferin line, how extensive 2—A. Well, let me 
see. It is 8, 12, it must be about 16 or 17 miles, around that. I never measured, but it 
is 16 or 17 miles. 

Q. Is it situated in the county of Dufferin 2—A. Yes, it is right in the county of 
Dufferin. Well there is about 4 miles on the county line between Grey and Dufferin. 

Q. Well, a man might speak from the point furthest west on your line?—A. Yes. 

Q. On your line to the furthest point east on the Centra] Dufferin, in all about 
40 miles, 38 or 40 miles?—A. Well, it would not be quite that distance. 

Q. Well, nearly that distance?—A. Well, nearly that. 

Q. For 20 cents?—A. Yes. 

Q. How long a conversation would you allow for 20 cents?—A. We don’t limit 
them down there, they can talk for 15 or 20 minutes for 20 cents, unless the line is extra’ 
busy. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. They treat you better there than when you talk to Sherbrooke ?—_A. Yes, a little 

better. We don’t limit them down there. We never limited a man yet. 


By the Chairman: | 
Q. The wire never gets hot?—A. No, it never gets hot. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. Now those places you mentioned where you have stations ?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I suppose they are the usual villages as we know them in Ontario?—A. Well, 
my office is not in a village, it is in a farm-house. The others are post offices. 


® 


By the Chairman: | 
Q. And stores?—A. Stores and villages. I do as large a business, and more than 
some of the post offices that have ’phones. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. Do you find the business increasing?—A. Well, yes, it is increasing fairly well. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. Are you satisfied with your enterprise so far?—A. Well, I am one of the direc- 
tors, and I candidly say we have never had a complaint from a shareholder yet. 
Q. Are you satisfied with the financial result?—A. Yes, we are. 
Q. Can you tell me roughly what your gross receipts have been?—A. All the 
earnings ? : ; 
Mr. Grant.—Yes. Well, the gross receipts. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Well, the total in a rough way ?—A. I will tell you for eight months. 
Q. Yes?—A. That is, I could not tell you for the past year. You might ask me 
for the rules. 
Witness produces rules. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. They are convenient to know, but we would like to have the other information 
though ?—A. Here is the auditor’s report; you can read it for yourself. (Produces 
report. ) 


The CHamrrMan.—This will give the financial results. 
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By Mr. Grant: 
Q. This statement is for the eight months ending May 31, 19042—A. Yes, sir. 
_Q. Showing your total receipts to be $1,322.50?—A. Yes, sir. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. What is that, revenue?—A. That is the capital stock. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. The capital stock is $1,320. This was the first eight months of your organiza- 
tion ?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now then, just to get at the actual standing. Your total expenditure was 
$1,227.93?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That would be for the construction of the line?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the putting in of the ’phones?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. $100 of that was included for charter 2—A. $125 was included for charter. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. Now, as to the eight months’ earnings?—A. Well, you will see it there. 
Q. I see it stated as $131.60. Is that statement correct?—A. Yes, everything there 
is correct. 
Q. You paid a six per cent dividend?—A. Yes, for seven months and three weeks. 
Q. Are there no liabilities?—A. No liabilities. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. The earnings of $131.60 is that for the first eight months?—A. The first eight 
months the line ever ran. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. This brings it up to the first eight months of 1904 2@—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. But it has been running more than eight months ?—A. It has. 
Q. Well has the business increased since then?—A. It appears to be increasing. 


By Mr. Grant: ; 


Q. I see the earnings at Mount Forest are the largest?—A. Well, ves, Mount 
Forest is quite a large town. 

Q. Did you ever think of extending your line in the town of Mount Forest your- 
self?—A. Well, we have not thought about doing it yet. 

Q. Would that not pay you ?—A. It would, if we did not have trouble with the 
Bell Company. 

Q. But the Bell Telephone Company could not prevent you from extending your 
line in the town of Mount Forest? You have got the right to put your poles on the 
streets?——A. Yes, sir, we could. Still we never thought about doing it, and we could 
not do it unless we increased this charter for the capital stock is all sold out except 
$170 and we were offered more stock not more than three days ago, as soon as we were 
prepared to take it. 

Q. With whom did this'idea originate? Did a number of farmers get together ?— 
A. Well, farmers and doctors, and storekeepers, all combined. 

Q. You felt the need of telephonic communication in the country ’—Yes, we felt 
the need. 

Q. How far do you yourself live from the towns 2—A. The towns ? 

Q. Yes?—A. The principal town is Mount Forest, and I live between 12 and 18 
miles from it. 

Mr. THOMAS BEGLEY. 


~ 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 297 
APPENDIX No. 1 


Q. And prior to the inception of this company, was the nearest telephone com- 
munication at Mount Forest?—A. Yes, sir, it was. 

Q. Was it the nearest telegraphic communication too ?—<A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that you were labouring under considerable disabilities in that regard in 
your part of the country?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the formation of this company was an endeavour on the part of local 
people——A. Yes. 

Q.—to remove this difficulty?—A. To remove that difficulty. 

Q. Is it probable that the result of your meeting—you say you are to have a meet- 
ing very soon?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is it probable that that meeting will result in the extension of your system 
through the country ?—A. Yes, sir, it is. 

Q. Is the feeling in your neighbourhood strong for telephonic communication be- 
tween the farmers?’—A. Yes, sir, it is, very strong. 

Q. Very strong?—A. As soon as we get our charter extended they want us to put 
up more lines through the country.. A great many in fact that would not have any- 
thing to do with it when we first put it up, will now put money into the capital stock 
of the company in order to extend the line. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. I notice on your list of regulations, that in case a person sends a message and 
the person desired to be spoken to should not be on hand or at home, then in such case 
the messenger shall leave word at the office or place of residence of such person, and 
that he or she shall have the privilege of answering at the ‘phone at any time within 24 
hours or after. Now there is no extra charge then for the reply ?—A. No, sir, no extra 
charge. 

Q. It is just 15 cents if I send the message and that party comes back to talk ?— 
A. Supposing you were in Mount Forest and sent a message and I go a mile to deliver 
that message for you, well, that is 20 cents. 

Q. Yes?—A. Well, if that party to whom that message is sent, is not at home, but 
is away, they have the privilege of coming back inside of 24 hours, and there is no more 
charge on the line. 


By Mr. Grant: | 

Q. Could you buy serviceable poles to-day in your neighbourhood for 75 cents ?— 
A. Well, I would not promise you that. Cedar has gone up in value and labour has 
gone up. ; 

_ Q. We had a witness here the other day who said that a good serviceable pole for 

city use, made of cedar, and of the requisite length, cost $10. 

The Cuamman.—That was a different style. That was a bog pole. 
—A. They must be 40 or 50 feet poles. 


The CHairmMan.—For carrying great cables. 


By Mr. Grant: 

Q. Yours is a cedar country, is it not?—A. Well, it has been. We had cedar, but 
it is getting scarce. 

Q. Well, I thought there was a cedar telephone pole industry there, belonging to 
Mr. Morgan, of Dundalk?—A. Well, that industry is about done now. The poles are 
principally out of the country, the biggest part of them. Excepting some odd places, 
the princival business in poles is done. Yes, IJ know Mr. Morgan. well. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. I just want to summarize a little of what you have said. You stated that for 
the first eight months your receipts for messages were $131.60?—A. Yes, it is in the 


auditor’s report. 
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Q. That would represent for the year $175.46, provided that your business is con- 
tinuing at that rate?—A. Yes, { guess it would be about that amount. 

Q. You say it is inzreasing a little 7—A. Yes, I think it is. 

Q. If so, your revenue for the year would amount to at least $175?—A. Well, since 
that statement was made up, we counted it up at is directors’ meeting we had, and 
we could pay now 10 per cent. 

Q. I see. You charge 15 cents a message, do you?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Your $175 would pay for 1,170 messages?—A. That is what we charge. Of 
course, if you send a message to me, you understand, and you want it delivered one 
mile, or two, or three, or five, you will pay 20 cents a mile extra for delivering, over the 
15 cents. 

Q. That goes to the man who delivers?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It is not included in the revenue of the company ?—A. That is not included in 
the revenue of the company at all. 

Q. Well, your eighteen miles are patronized by the——.—A. Say twenty-two 
miles. 

Q. —have been patronized by the general public to the extent that they have sent 
1,170 messages in a year.—A. Yes, about that. 

Q. Or on an average of between three and four a day all the year around ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. That is the convenience which is served ?—A. Yes, for instance a farmer 

Q. That will do. You did not tell us what instruments you were using, but you 
said you had brought one of them with you. Have you it here ?—A. A ’phone ? 

Q. I misunderstood you then.—A. Yes, sir. I told you we are using the ’phones 
made by the Chicago Telephone Company of Elkhart, Indiana. 

Q. Have you one of them here ?—A. No, they are too heavy. 

Q. Whaat do they cost ?—A. In Elkhart, Indiana, they are worth $11.50 apiece. 

Q. What do they cost if laid down ?—A. And they will pay the freight on them 
for 600 miles, and we are within the freight limit. 

Q. What do they cost ?—A. They will cost us laid down and freight and duty paid’ 
$14.85. 

Q. Are they good phones ?—A. Well, I ap not think there is any bettcr in tne 
Dominion, or any safer ’phones in regard to lightning. We ‘have never had any 
trouble with ’phones neither our company or the Central Dufferin or the Grand Valley 
line. We all use the same kind of ’phones. 

Q. Then we would have to add on tne ’phone the cost of construction to ascer- 
tain what it really cost you to build these eighteen miles ?—A. Well, there are five 
*phones, included in the report. If you will look at that auditor’s report you will see 
the statement $446 and some odd cents, and there are five phones and one extension 
bell included in that. The other ’phones we have we bougat them since. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. Just one question. Have you had any communication with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company in reference to their buying you out?—A. Buying us out ? 

Q. Yes ?—A. No, sir, they never offered to buy us out. 

Q. Have you had any correspondence ?—A. No, sir. We don’t want to be bought 
out, we will not sell out to them if they gave us two prices. We would not allow tine 
Bell Telephone Company to control] us in any shape or form. 


The witness was then discharged. 


ALEXANDER W. MaAcRag, called and sworn. 


By the Chatrman: 
Q. You live in St. John, Mr. MacRae ?—A. Yes, sir. 
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@. And you are a member of the city council 2—A. Yes, and have been for the 

last eight years, and elected to-day for the ninth year. 
~Q. You have a municipal telepnone committee, I believe 2—A. Yes, we have had 
one for some years. | | 

Q. Are you a member of that ?—A. I am chairman. 

Q. Has your council taken any steps in the way of establishing a municipal tele- 
phone system ?—A, Yes, we have. I think, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, the easiest 
way to get at that—your subpeena required me to bring all copies of estimates, tenders 
and other papers relating to the proposed establishment of a municipal telephone sys- 
tem in St. John and the local conditions which prompted the citizens to take the mat- 
ter up. The shortest way to get at the information would be to supply you with 
copies of the results and that sort of thing. 

Q. Very well, you may proceed and make your own statement, dealing with the 
subject.—A. I am a lawyer, and I suppose I will know how. 

Q. Very well, begin with the movement, the cause of the movement. They say 
lawyers make very bad witnesses ?—A. They do. There is no question about that. The 
Bell Telephone Company carried on its business in New Brunswick, in St. John, 
through what is known as the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, in the early eighties. 
In 1888 a company was incorporated known as the New Brunswick Telephone Com- 
pany, by Chap. 78, of 51 Vic. This company was incorporated with general tele- 
phone powers in the province of New Brunswick, incorporating with tne Hon. James 
Holly, Alfred A. Stockton, now a member of this House, Henry A. Muirhead and 
Charles D. Jones. The other gentlemen who are known to have been connected with 
the matter at that time are the present Senator Thompson, Mr. Whitehead, MES 
now of York county, Mr. Black, who, I think, was then a member of the local house 
in Westmoreland; Mr. Fawcett, of Sackville; Mr. McLellan, who was then, I think, 
provincial secretary of the province of New Brunswick, and others. This company 
was given an exclusive franethise for a period of ten years, and had the right ‘of 
erecting poles and maintaining telephone communication between the following towns 
for a period of ten years from the passing of this Act, viz.: between the city of St. 
John and the city of Fredericton, and tne town of Woodstock, in the county of Carle- 
ton, and between the city of St. John and the town of Moncton, in the county of West- 
moreland;. and between the city of St. John and the town of St. Andrews, in the 
county of Charlotte; and between the said town of St. Andrews and the town of St. 
Stephens.’ 

That was an exclusive franchise for the long-distance between important stations 
in New Brunswick. They started‘a central system in Fredericton, I think in Amherst 
and in one or two other centres and the result was that the Nova Scotia Telephone 
Company, which really was the Bell Telephone Company came in and made an ar- 
rangement with them by which the interests of the Nova Scotia Telephone Company 
in New Brunswick was transferred to this New Brunswick Telephone Company, and 
the New Brunswick Telephone Company, one of its large shareholders then became, 
a gentleman named Sise, in Montreal, who is understood to represent the Bell Tele- 
phone interests, that is, the general current opinion was that he did; and also all 
instruments were marked: ‘the property of the Bell Telephone Company,’ and so on, 
although the New Brunswick Telephone Company claims to be a local independent 
company. They have a contract made with St. John. In 1886 it was transferred to 
them and so on. Now the New Brunswick Telephone Company which had control for 
ten years of what you may call the long-distance, of course that gave them the entire 
control of the long-distance in time. They got the St. John system and all the princi- 
pal towns in New Brunswick. About 1902 they changed their system and put in a 
first class central energy system. A new building was erected. They took out their old 
system. Mr. Hazen, M.P.P., formerly a member of this House, now leader of the op- 
position in New Brunswick, stated before the committee of the House that it was at 
a cost of $120,000 that they installed this system and he is one of the stockholders. 
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By Mr. Grant: 

Q. I may show my own ignorance in the matter, but I do not understand what 
‘central energy system’ means?—A. You do not ring a bell. You simply unhook, 
and it is a quasi-automatic instrument, if I may use that expression. It has that 
advantage, it shortens it to that extent. The company obtained certain privileges 
from the city of St. John with regard to the placing of conduits. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. You might just outline in a general way—just give us the causes of the tele- 
phone movement in a general way?—A. Then they proceeded to increase their rates 
from $35 for business telephones to $40 and from $20 for residence telephones, to $25. 
There was some feeling of indignation in St. John and the result was that on the 
27th of May, 1903, I moved at the board of works that a committee be appointed <0 
secure subscribers for a term of years for a municipal telephone system to be estab- 
lished for St. John with the understanding that the rates charged will be only enough 
to cover interest, sinking fund, working expenses and a percentage to cover wear and 
tear. Also that a committee have estimates prepared showing the cost of installing 
the system, cost of working, depreciation, &c., and the charges necessary to meet all 
expenses, also a recommendation as to the best system to adopt. That was carried 
on June 1, 1903, in council, and the committee appointed consisted of Aldermen Mac- 
Rae, Christie, McMulkin, Tilley and Robinson. On January 4, 1904, we gave in our 
first report as follows: 


(Exhibit No. 66). 
To the Mayor and Common Council of the City of St. John. 


GENTLEMEN,—Your committee on telephone systems beg to report that they have 
carefully examined into the question of an independent municipal telephone system 
in this city. We have secured subscribers for a term ef ten years, ensuring 1,000 
telephones in operation upon the opening of the exchange at the rate of twenty-two 
dollars and fifty cents ($22.50) per annum. The list of subscribers includes fully 
ninety-five per cent of the business establishments now using telephones in St. John. 

Your committee inquired into the different systems in use in the United States 
and in Canada, and are satisfied that an automatic system is preferable to a manual 
switch system such as is at present operated in this city. The expense of such a sys- 
tem, in its immediate installation, is from twenty to twenty-five per cent greater than 
the manual switch. However, the expense of management, operation and maintenance 
would be from three to five dollars less a year per telephone in use. The automatic 
system furnishes the advantages of immediate connection, greater certainty, absolute 
secrecy of conversation, equally good service days, nights and holidays, as well as the 
cutting off or clearing, depending upon the parties conversing, and being instantaneous: 

To install a new telephone system in the city of St. John would necessitate the 
laying of conduits throughout the principal streets in the business, and part of the 
residential portion of the city. The system also should be ‘ All Cable Distribution ’ 
(i.e.) that is running practically no open wires except from a distributing pole to a 
subscriber's instrument in the immediate neighhourhood. this would, of course, increase 
the cost. 

After most careful inquiries we find that a first-class automatic telephone system, 
with an immediate capacity of one thousand main tine telephones, and an ultimate 
capacity of five thousand, could be built and equipped in this city for a sum not exceed- 
ing one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. The additional telephones from one 
thousand to five thousand could be installed from time to time as the growth of the 
service called for them, in sets of fifty to one hundred, at a cost not exceeding forty 
dollars per line. 

We find that there are telephone companies independent of the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company, having charters for almost all parts of the province which would, 
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on fair terms, be prepared to give long-distance connections with a new system estab- 
lished in the city of St. John. In the up-river counties one or more automatic sys- 
tems are now in operation giving satisfactory results wherever used.’ 

The company incorporated by the Parliament of Canada at its last session is 
empowered to establish automatic systems and telephone connection inaegendent of the 
Eell Telephone Company in every province in Canada, subject to the rights of muni- 
cipalities. 

We, therefore, recommend that steps be immediately taken to install in this city 
an automatic telephone system to be owned by the city and controlled and managed by 
this council through its board of works. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ALEXANDER MacRAF, 
Chairman of Committee. 
JANUARY 4, 1904. 


On motion of Alderman MacRae, 

Resolved, That the report be received and that the Committee on Telephone 
Systems be continued with power to conduct negotiations with companies willing to 
undertake the installation and operation of an automatic telephone system in this city; 
also to prepare and submit to this council a financial scheme, showing full details, for 
the installation and operation of such automatic telephone system by the city through 
ene of its departments. 


Witness.—At our March meeting of the council we received this communication 
from the board of trade :— 


(Exhibit No. 66a.) Tut St. JoHN Boarp or TRADE, 

; St. JouN, New Brunswick, Canapa, 

February 3, 1904. 
HERBERT FE. WARDROPER, Esq., 
Common Clerk, City. 

Dear S1r,—At a regular monthly meeting of the St. John Board of Trade, held on 
Tuesday, 2nd inst., the following resolution approving of the efforts of the common 
council to install and operate a civic telephone system, was moved by Mr. W. Frank 
Hatheway, seconded by Mr. C. Winter Brown, and carried unanimously: 

‘This Board of Trade approves of the efforts now being made by the common coun- 
cil to install and operate a civic telephone system and thus reduce the cost of telephones 
to $22.50 per year, and we respectfully urge the common council committee to make 
their extended report on the same as soon as possible.’ 

It was also moved by Mr. Hatheway at this meeting, seconded by Mr. F. A. Dyke- 
man, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the common council. 

Your truly, 
W. E. ANDERSON, 
Secretary. 


Wirness.—Under the instructions of the council I then proceeded to obtain terms 
as to the installation of a system, and got an estimate from the engineers who installed 
the system at Grand Rapids, the system at Dayton, O., and the present independent 
system in Chicago. I would not be positive of the name, but I think it is the Ideal 
Construction Company. I am not sure of that. I will read you the letter attached to 
the estimate addressed to me. 


(Exhibit No. 67). 

‘My Dear Sir —The attached estimate provides for an immediate installation of 
1,000 main line automatic telephones, including all central office equipment for the 
same. The central office equipment so to be installed as that it may be increased from 


time to time to an ultimate capacity of 9,999 lines. 
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The subway provision is ample to care for 4,000 main line telephones. It is 
always economy to provide in the first instant all subway capacity waich will ever be 
required, as the ditch being open, the cost of laying additional ducts is but slight. 
In this instance the ultimate size of your exchange is assumed not to exceed 4,000. 

This estimate contemplates the immediate installation of sufficient main cable to 
care tor 4,000 main line telephones and provides for the immediate installation of 
sufficient cable for 2,000 main line telephones from the main cable terminals to the 
distributing poles. By installing 2,000 line capacity to the distributing poles now, 
will enable you to instal the second 1,000 telepnones merely by running ‘drop’ wires 
from the distributing poles to the subscribers’ stations; and to care for your growth 
between 2,000 and 4,000 by running distributing cable from main cable terminals to 
distributing poles, and wires to subscribers as above. 

By running main cable from the central office to the main cable terminals you 
have substantially lessened the cost of future installation at the expense of the first 
thousand, but if the plant grows to 2,000 or over, as it certainly will, it will work 
economy in the end. This can readily be seen as the estimate shows tnat the first 
‘housand installed with provision for growth as above provided, will cost $179 per line; 
but the second thousand ean be installed for about $57 per line, and the third and 
fourth thousand at about $92.50 per line. In this way a 2,000-line plant would cost 
you $113 per line; 8,000 $106 per line, 4,000 $102.75 per line approximately. 

Should you feel that your plant will not grow beyond from 2,000 to 3,000 it of 
course, would be economy to reduce the amount of main line cable to sufficient amount 
to care for your ultimate growth. This would materially reduce the cost of your 
first thousand without increasing the cost of your second or third thousand. In other 
words, of course, it is economy not to install more cable in the first instance than will 
ultimately be needful. Should you not follow this plan and seek to provide sufficient 
cable for your first thousand telephones, it would reduce the cost of your first thousand, 
of course, but substantially increase the cost of your plant above the figures here given 
when completed to 3,000 or 4,000 lines. 

In the map which you submitted and in your letter accompanying the same, you 
indicate that there would be approximately nineteen miles of subway. This seems 
such an unusually large percentage of underground work we have assumed tnat there 
was an error and that your subway should be distributed in the heart of the city in 
sufficient amount to care for your cables leaving the central office for a distance of 
1,500 feet in all directions; and from the end of the subway, under this plan, an aerial 
cable to be carried on small poles without cross arms to the distributing poles in the 
immediate neighbourhood of a group of subscribers’ stations. 

If this assumption is wrong and you require nineteen miles of subway the cost 
would be increased materially, but I do not see how this could be, as nineteen miles of 
‘subway would be almost 100,000 feet, which would be highly expensive and wholly un- 
necessary in a city the size of St. John. 

In the absence of more definite data upon which to base this estimate, all things 
have been included at a maximum price. 

In the absence of unusually difficult construction conditions, it is fair to assume 
tnat the plant can be built for 10 per cent less than this estimate indicates, but we 
want to make this safe so that in financing the matter you will not have to alter your 
plans after you are well along. 

Trusting that this information will enable you to go ahead to the point that we 
may get to actual figures in the matter, 


We are, very truly yours, 
ESTIMATE FOR TELEPHONE PLANT, ST. JOHN, N.B. 


This estimate contemplates the installation of central office equipment for 1,000 
lines ; subway equipment (Zone 3980’) having capacity for 4,000 lines ; main cable 
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equipment from central office to terminals of 4,000 lines; 


ment from main cable terminals to distributing poles of 2,00 


Central office equipment, as per page 2, ex- 
clusive of building, f.o.b. Chicago... 

Subway, as per page 3.. .... ., Say eee 

Cable equipment, as per PARTE. Ss nine at 

Pole and wire equipment, as per pages 5 
One 6) ha AN pag, 69, 


Central office and subscriber’s equipment 
for 1,000 lines, including automatic 
Electric Company’s switch-board, com- 
plete with distributing board, power 
board, power plant, 1,000 automatic 
telephones, and all necessary apparatus 
for operation at central office .. .. . " 


Subway Equipment— 


De NCA ripen ole te ees, Mie) un 5. 
32 6 x 3 x 6-fo>t manholes, $1C0.. 
10,100 ft. trench, $1.25 per ft.. .. 
97,000 feet ducts, 064 per ft.. .. 
6,600 feet, 23-inch iron pipe... ...... 
2,500 feet, 38-inch iron pipe.. .. . 

4) 23-inch. pape bends 6.4) ,.\!; , 
2a HIGH pe WeMmds Men. vk, Le os te, 
9,100 feet pipe laying at 25 cents.. . 


CABLE EQUIPMENT. 


Onderground— 


4,015 feet 25ipracable “15.. ........ .» 
11,445 feet 50 pr. cable °29.. .. . 
T355;feet TBapraeable 39.... 0... -. 
3,035 feet 100,pr: cable “49.........:.. 
a eet d2s-ym qabler56.c0. 4.06. bo... 
2,150. feet 150.pr::cable.63....... 

400 feet 175 pr. cable ‘70.. .. 

20,675 fee: 200 pr. cable “77... 


42,615 


Aerial— 


12,300 feet 25 pr. cable °15........... 
35,400 feet 50 pr. cable ‘25.. .. 

pa, 100'feet 75 pr. cable 33... we nn, 
41,900 feet 100 pr cable °40.. .. .... .. 


163,700 


$ 33,000 
27,200 
81,860 


27,091 


» § 150 


3,200 
12,621 
6,305 
1,584 
750 
187 
128 
9,275 


431 
3,319 
520 
1.634 
224 
1,354 
280 
15,919 


303 


distributing cable equip- 


00 
00 
25 


26 


0 lines. 


$169,151 51 


- $ 33,000 00 


$ 27,200 20 


23,683 35 


41,108 00 
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Installation— 
25 pr. cable yes asic Weare om + + 9 shri 4,510 50 
50 pr. caMRGI) ae tegiiiie ts © Des vie ae 3,279 15 
15 ore 1,080 45 
Other sizes “08.. ey Ae 5,508 80 
225 pr. pole top fe sinals: $10... wie eears 20 00 
36 50 pr. pole top terminals, $202. Me 720 00 
485 10 pr. side bracket terminals, $4. ten 1,940 00 
1 25 pr. side bracket ‘erminals, $10.. -. 10 00 
pee Rn UO a 
$ 81,860 25 
POLE AND WIRE EQUIPMENT. 
Material— 
200 380-ft. poles, $3.. 1 Sh We ae eee 600 00 
1,050 35-ft. poles, $3. 50. os ee are ee 3,675 00 
BBO 40-ft. poleeypo-2O.. w- ss so sa) pies 1,837 50 
50 45-ft. poles, $6.50.. .. .. .- «+ sess 325 00 
Oh 0th. POLGEe bas 6 es ee he We ake 275 00 
ASCO te poleieeen. 6s aes as ey ae 88 00 
84. 6b-ft. poles, B25... - 2. ee cle Sa PRR 952 00 
190 §-in. x Gey. rods..." ae 47 50 
187 1-in. x 9-in., with eh = 6- in. plates $1 ne 187 00 
600 guy tininbies Peta’ Soke hasta a 18 00 
61 angle iron cross-arms “80.. .. +--+ ++ +: 48 80 
190 angle washers and eye bale 32. "i 60 80 
182 messenger sheaves and frames 20. F 36 40 
1,500 messenger clamps 53.. .. .- ++ = 92 50 
38 distriouting rings, $7.. .. «+ .-+ «s-- 266 00 
380 porcelain fittings for rings 43.... -- ATO 
970 T. brackets complete “J1.. .. ak 106 70 
172,000 7-16-in. S.M. strand, $1, 90 rene ; 8,268 00 
10,000 g-in. Ord. strand, $1.40.. .. .. -- 140 00 
1,500 3-bolt and guy clamp 14. > geek ae 210 00 
80 25 ft. guy stubs, $2.. .. .. .- ++ -- 60 00 
AN Bettl anchor toes 50.6.6 22 9a Pees 20 00 
187 8-ft. anchor logs “80.. .. .. .. «+ =: 149 60 
100 10 pin and arms complete “10.. .. -. 70 00 
25,000 pole steps “024.. .. -- ++ +e es 625 00 
1,400 g-in. machine bolte:.0%: ia hyetieee 98 00 
7,000 }-in. x 6-in. leg screws, $1.60...... 112 00 
800 3 x + lag screws, 1.40.. Sec Dhe) Came 11 20 
1.500 -in. x 3-in lag screws, $1.... .. -- 15 00 
13,412 10 
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Amount brought forward .. .......; 13,412 10 

380 No. 14 H.D. rubber CUMex aos. |. . 5,700 00 

1,200 Ibs. No. 14 H.D. bare copper, ‘14.. .. 168 00 

AE ELSIE (ra CSRS | OR ie A i a 20 00 

10,000 D.O. glass insulators, $11........ 110 00 

8,000 No. 4 porcelain knobs, $7.. ...... 56 00 

8,000 wood brackets, $11...... ...:.-°.. 88 00 

80,000 feet interior wire, $8.......... 640 00 Sever 

2,700 wood pole steps, $10 per M.... .. 27 00 Ras 

1, 600i3q. washets $8.50, (sus as. oc. ; 13 60 Be 
20,234 '70 


20 per cent on poles and hardware if pur- 
WhAceis MANGA ge eve) os ek. es. 4,046 94 
————— $16,187 76 


LABOUR. 

Setting 200 30-ft.. poles, $2.... .... .. $ 400 00 
Sh et OD0" S5-Lt: polesa BI Oe he eo 2,625 00 

“i t-850) 40-4; polesiy G5°507 alte, es 1,225 00 

e 26) 50°1t. ‘poles; $5.0. Ah. 125 00 

Ae APEC Bp OES; BTL ion ae wee 1s 28 00 
sf SA Gortispoles” $9 ok / iwi. >..°, 306 00 

a 40 =f. taichors, $2.50... gies 100 00 

fan Lois S-tteanchors. $3/F00. wor 654 50 

ih SOspuy. shebss 8205 04..5° boots ed 60 00 
Guying 260 guys "50.. ...... 130 00 


Stringing 1000 drop wire and wiring build- 
ings for ’phones for extensions, &c. 


Noa San ata eee oe 4,000 00 
OP eiiles sine wie ot) Bhs ia tls. +- 950-00 
installing 1000 phones, $1.0 25 ose... f 1,000 00 


10,903 50 


$ 27,091 26 


Wirness.—There is the report of the director of public works, and the city engi- 
neer. I will leave a copy of their report with you. (Exhibit No. 67a.) Their report 
upon this estimate—most of the items are such as only an expert in electrical con- 
struction and operation could critically report upon, and so on, but they conclude that 
it could be done on the figures mentioned. 

- Then on March 17 of this year the council having this report, instructed me 15 
chairman of the bills and by-laws committee to prepare a bill and forward to the 
legislature of the province of New Brunswick to enable the city of St. John to. 
establish a municipal telephone company for the city and county of St. John—I am 
warden of the county, and our city council are all members of the, municipal council-- 
and here is a copy of the bill which we forwarded to the House. (Bill produced an? 
filed). ; 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Has your bill become law?—A. The bill was thrown out by a vote of twenty to 
thirteen, I think. 


1—c—20 


Mr. ALEXANDER MACRAE, 


306 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
A: 4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 4905 


Q. Oh, what was the matter 2—A. Well, it was very keenly opposed by the leader 

of the opposition 

- Q. By Mr. Hazen ?—A. Yes, and a prominent gentleman in the government, Mr. 
Whitehead, who were stockholders in the New Brunswick Telephone Company. 

Q. I see.—A. And there was a question raised as to vested interests, that we 
would be competing with the New Brunswick Telephone Company if we put a cheaper 
system in St. John. We would not be subject to taxation as they are. That question 
was raised. 

Q. Then your efforts have all been brought to a standstill?—A. As far as that is 
concerned. 

Q. Well, have you anything further ?—A. The only thing I would say is that I 
have made some inquiries with respect to the New Brunswick Telephone Company 
through brokers. I.find that their stock, the last sale that I could get any statement 
with respect to, was that the $50 shares had sold for $150. ‘The brokers stated that 
their last dividend was 8 per cent with a bonus of 7 per cent and they are to 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. What do they charge for ’phones ?2—A. Oh, their charge is $40 for a business 
telephone and $25 for a residence telephone, and since this agitation started they took 
10 per cent off if the bill is paid within 10 days, being payable six months in advance, 
you see. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. What telephone systems have you in New Brunswick?—A. Would you allow 
me, Sir William, I would like to call your attention to one matter before I speak of 
that. 

Q. Very well—A. This Act provides in the 9th section, of the Act of their in- 
corporation: 

‘The rates or charge imposed by the said company, for the transmission of me3- 
sages over the lines of the said company within this province shall be subject to the 
regulation of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, who shall have the right to fix the 
same from time to time.’ 


Acting on behalf of the city council I appeared before the Governor in Council— 
at least before the executive—in 1902 and called attention to this when the rates were 
increased. The then Solicitor General, Mr. McEwen, and the Attorney General, Mr. 
Pugsley, as I understand it, were appointed a committee to see these people, and they 
informed me afterwards through their solicitor. I think Mr. Stockton was their soli- 
citor—their solicitor claimed that this limitation of rates and checking of rates only 
applied to the long-distance charges mentioned in this 9th section and for the period 
that they had an exclusive franchise. When I promoted our city bill before the House 
in Fredericton, Mr. Hazen and Mr. Whitehead claimed that their rates could not be 
excessive because they were subject to the control mentioned in sction 9. Thus you 
will see, they were blowing hot and cold, claiming that the government had no check 
upon them 

Q. I hardly think we need follow up your story._-A. I merely mention txat. 

Q. Describe to us the telephone systems in New Brunswick as far as you know.— 
A. I might say in addition to the increase they made in St. John city that they in- 
ereased their long-distance rates. Their minimum price used to be 25 cents for five 
minutes, or less for the shortest distance, and they increased that to 35 cents during 
a day time and left it at 25 cents at night, and a similar increase was made for all 
places. 

Q. What different telephone systems are there in New Brunswick ?—A. Do you 
mean companies or systems ? 

Q. Company systems.—A. In New Brunswick to-day there is the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company, which is 
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Q. Yes, this is the one you refer to.—A. It really holds the Bell—whatever the 
Bell rights are. It is practically a branch of tine Bell system, as far as I can make out. 

Q. It enjoys exclusive rights ?—A. No, it is not exclusive. 

Q. Under its charter ?—A, No, there is a limitation of ten years and the ten 
years are up. 

Q. During the ten years it enjoyed exclusive rights 2—A. Yes, it had exclusive 
ughts for ten years. 
: Q. It represents the Bell_—— 


By Mr. Zimmerman: | 
Q. Is that for the whole province ?—A. What? 
Q. The exclusive rights.—A. No, the exclusive rights were not for the whole pro- 
vince, but between the points named in section 9. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What is the extent of the New Brunswick system ?—A. The New Brunswick 
telephone system is on all through the province practically, running along the line 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Intercolonial Railway from St. John to 
Nova Scotia. On the north shore they have not got the same connections and they 
don’t run into Quebec. They have no connection with Montreal from New Brunswick. 
They connect with Boston by the New England Telephone Company and connect 

with Nova Scotia. 
Q. Can New Brunswick not telephone outside of New Brunswick ¢_A. No, the 
New Brunswick Telephone Company has been capitalized at $250,000. Within the last 
month or six weeks they got power to increase their capital to $600,000. If allowed 
they wish to go into Quebec and connect westerly. 

Q. At present their powers are limited to New Brunswick ?—A, Yes, limited to 
New Brunswick, then connection with the New England Telephone Company for Bos- 
ton, New York and so on. 

Q. Are they connected easterly with Nova Scotia 2—A. Yes. 

Q. They do chiefly, I suppose, city and town business ?—A. They do city and 
town. ‘They don’t look for the rural business, as far as I know. 

Q. Do they do any rural business 2A. I think they do. 

Q. You don’t know the extent of it-—A. T don’t know. I cannot give any infor- 
mation with respect to that. 

Q. We can get that from the company itself—A. I do not know tt. 

Q. What other telephone systems are there in New Brunswick ?—A. There is the 
Union Telephone Company, which is established with an automatic system in the 
town of Woodstock and which runs up the Tobique river and St. John Railway and 
has some hundreds of miles—I should imagine about 300 miles—of wire, which is 
largely a rural business, and runs practically, I think, from Grand Falls to the head 
waters of the St. John river, 

Q. We have surmmoned Dr. Ross of that company.—A. Yes, Dr. Ross. 

Q. He will give us detailed information. What other systems are there ?—A. 
Then there are a large number of companies, local companies in different counties. 

Q. Yes.—A. There is the Sackville Company, the Stanley Telephone Company, 
the St. George and Pennfield Telephone Company, the Richibucto Telephone Com- 
pany—— 

Q. Gloucester county.—A. Up there the Bell Company does not go, although I 
understand they do intend to go. 

— Q. There is the Gloucester Telephone Company, the St. Martin’s Telephone Com- 
pany.—A. The St. Martin’s is entirely absorbed by the New Brunswick Telephone 
Company. 

Q. The Central Telephone Company.—A. It is a company that has a charter 
equal to the New Brunswick Telephone Company. They got a charter about a year 
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ago and have perhaps a couple of hundred miles of rural wire; and the New Bruns- 
wick Telephone Company has within the last month or two sold out their right in 
the town of Hampton to this company, as I understand it, for so much of their stock. 

Q. Charlotte county—A. Charlotte county, yes, T think it has the Citizen’s Tele- 
phone Company. 

Q. Is there another called the Madawaska Company ?—A. Yes, there is a small 
one, I believe. 

Q. The New Brunswick Telephone Company.—A. That is the main one. 

Q. The Central Telephone Company of Bridgewater.—A. It is a Nova Scotia 
Company. 

Q. New Brunswick, it is marked here.—A. That must be an error. 

Q. Have you any municipal telephone companies ?—A. No, not in New Bruns- 
wick. | 

Q. Have you any mutual telephone companies—co-operative ?—A. I think not. 

Q. You know what I mean.—A. I think there are a number. For instance, there 
is the M. Walsh Company, wuich is Mr. Michael Walsh, who has a large lumber in- 
corporated company, and runs it in connection with his lumbering business. 

Q. Yes. You have no municipal or co-operative companies.—A. There is tae 
Salmon River Telephone Company, which runs practically with the business of a lum- 
ber company. 

Q. Well, your efforts to establish a municipal telephone system in St. J ohn ‘nave 
been for the time defeated by the legislature. Has the council of St. John expressed 
any opinion as to that defeat 2—A. No, the Bill was just thrown out last Friday. 

Q. Last Friday ?—A. Yes, just the last thing the House did. They adjourned 
on Friday at 9 o’clock. 

Q. Who were the representatives of the city and county of St. John 1—A.. In the 
legislature ? 

Q. In the legislature—A. Mr. Lantalum 

Q. I won’t ask their names. Did they support the Bill ?—A. I think they did. 

Q. They all voted in favour of the Bill.—A. Yes, I think the whole six for the 
city and county. | 

Q. You were defeated by the outside vote 2—A. Yes. If we had a by-law to put 
the thing through 

Q. Were your council unanimous in favour of the city going into the telephone 
business—establishing a municipal telephone system 2—A. Practically unanimous. 

Q. Practically unanimous?—A. There was some debate on it, but I do not think 
there was any division on it. 

Q. As far as you can understand the public opinion of your city, how does it re-_ 
gard the proposition ?—-A. Well, when you consider that there have been 1,000 per- 
sons who have subscribed and bound themselves for ten years to take the municipal 
telephone, where there are not over 1,500 telephones altogether to-day, I think that 
would be reasonable assurance of public sentiment. : 7 

Q. You were going to give telephones at $22.50 apiece?—A. Yes, $22.50. 

Q. What would they get for that $22.50 ¢—A. Just a telephone. 

Q. With what connections, just within the municipality 2—A. Just within the 
municipality, I figured it with considerable care under these estimates. You see we 
issue our bonds at three and a half per cent, and I figured that we would have to pay 
interest and sinking fund, $9,000, and I allowed $3,000 for depreciation, which is one 
and a half per cent in the sinking fund, and taen another $3,000, you understand, for 
extra depreciation—expenses $5,500, and that made $19,500, leaving $3,000 to go and 
come on. In case we increased our figures, if we went on to our second thousand, the 
result would be enormously profitable to the city. 

Q. I made out the cost this way. The first thousand would cost you $179 per line, 
but the second thousand costing $57 per line would represent an average of $118 for © 
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2,000 subscribers, and for 4,000 subscribers it would have cost you on the average 
$104.75. However ,the analysis of the report will speak for itself—A. Yes. The 2,000 
line plant would cost $1138. That is what they give here. 

Q. Well, the figures will appear in the report.—A. The 3,000 line plant would 
cost on an average $106 and the $4,000 line plant $102. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Is there any dissatisfaction with the present system ? Is that the reason that 
you were wanting to start a municipal system ?—A. There is a feeling that perhaps 
in the first place the charge is rather high. They pay nothing to the city except taxes. 
They have the use of the streets and an agreement with the city to use the city poles. 
That agreement was made with the Bell Company in 1886, and of course it passed to 
these people as their assignee, showing that these people represent the Bell Telephone 
Company. 

Q. Was that for all time to come?#-A. Yes. 

Q. A perpetual franchise?—A. That is for the use of the city poles, that is the 
poles the city puts up for its fire alarm business. They can use them. 

Q. Without any charge?—A. Without any charge, and then the city under the 
Act, you know, has the right to use their poles as long as they don’t ae with 
them. 

Q. It is a mutual arrangement ?—-A. It is a sort of mutual A aaa IT could 
not find any records of council by which that arrangement is made. 

Q. They are giving you a good system, are they, the Bell?—A. I think they give 
as good manual system as you can get. Perhaps it is a little strong and there is more 
power than is requisite for their system, and consequently it is trying on your hearing. 

*Q. I would like to get at your reasons for wanting to start a municipal system ?— 
A. The reason is in the first place that we believe that our present system is too ex- 
pensive, it costs more than it ought, we ought to get telephones more cheaply. They 
had no right to raise their rates as they did, pee they were getting sufficient and 
were a fine paying concern. 

Q. What were they getting originally ?—A. Well, previous to this last increase— 
they raised their rates from $35 to $40 and from $20 to $25. And in the second place 
there is a strong sentiment amongst those who have looked into it in St. John, there 
was a feeling that the automatic system is the better system for the city. It provides 
the element of privacy and secrecy, an immediate connection and everything of that 
kind. For example, I was recently up in Grand Rapids and I found there that the 
automatic system had developed from some 2,000 a few years ago in the Citizen’s 
Company to 6,500 now, and the Bell Company had gone from 4,000 to about 1,500. 

Q. Well, the real reason why you wanted to establish another system, a municipal 
system was to have cheaper ’phones?—A. Cheaper ’phones. 

_ Q. That is the foundation of your agitation ?—A. That is the foundation of it, 


By Mr. Miller: 


‘ Q. You wanted a better service?—A. A better service, and a good many of us 
believed that we’ should own our own telephones. I believe myself that if all the small 
telephone companies all over the country had the right to interchange and the power 
to get into the railway stations, and the long-distance was controlled so that you could 
connect with it, whether the government held it or the Bell Telephone Company cr 
anything of that kind, that the result would be that the telephones would cheapen very 
much and it would be a great advantage to the public. But the real difficulty 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Your opinion is that the government or some one company should own the 
long-distance lines and give the independent companies connection ?—A. Yes. 
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Q. You think that would be a benefit to the community?—A. A benefit to the 
whole community. 

Q. Yes.—A. And of course the rates should not be exorbitant. The rates should 
be fair. I believe capital should have fair chance but nothing more than what is fair. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. After making an exhaustive inquiry you believe from the figures furnished to 
you and the results of this inquiry that it would be quite possible for you to establish 
a municipal system to give a better service and a better system than you are getting 
now ?——A. I do. 

Q. That is your conclusion ?—A. I have not a doubt of it. I am quite prepared 
to undertake, if I had the backing of the city of St. John, to undertake to put a system 
in there for a company personally. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. Have you known any other city under similar circumstances with ’phones for 
$22.50 a year, about the same size as St. John? What do you base your estimate at 
$22.50 on?’—A. I base my estimate on figuring out what it would cost just as I gave 
you here. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. From the tenders actually made to you ?—A. The estimates are here itemised. 
The cost of establishing the system is there. I figured out what the amount of interest 
and sinking fund would be. I figured out the cost per year of running, based upon 
estimates in Grand Rapids, Dayton, Portland, New Bedford and Fall River. I have 


been there, gone over the plants and I know that these figures are safe for the city ot 
St. John. 


By Mr. Lewrs: 


Q. From the experience of other cities?—A. From the experience 

Q. You know these figures are safe?—A. Yes, from the experience, I may say of 
consulting with people, the managers in the different cities. I spent some weeks 
going around myself to see them personally. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. How long did you intend your debentures for?—A. Our debentures are for 40 
years. 

Q. The average life of a ’phone?—A. The life of such a system as this < under- 
stand would be about 86 years. It is underground cable, with just an aerial distribu- 
tion. The life would be about 36 years. You see our bonds are redeemable in 40 years. 
I allowed over and above the amount necessary for that in my estimate, $3,000 a year, 
and still have a surplus of $3,000 a year to come and go on, after allowing for expenses, 
‘interest, sinking fund and then $3,000 extra for depreciation. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. Do you show the cost of installation for the line ?@—A. Yes, Eee EG is item- 
ised in the fullest manner. 


The CHAIRMAN.—He has read a detailed report. 


Wirness.—Of course, for instance, in this connection with central, the estimate 
for the central office and so on is $33,000. This is for an automatic system, and one 
particular one, the Strowger system. You could get one such as was spoken of by the 
last witness who was here for about $14,000 or $15,000. You understand, Mr. Dagger, 
what I mean. And you could get a manual system, but the cost of running it would 
be so much greater. Then you could get the Faller system in New 1s probably for 
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$20,000, or the Lorimer system, which I think is in Peterborough to-day, for about 
$18,000. 
By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. Your system includes the best known?—A. The best that has been tested. I 
have stood where they have had from 6,000 to 8,000 in one office, I have stood in the 
central and have seen the whole thing, and know it is a practical success. That is the 
reason I advocate it. I know there could not be any failure about it. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You say that you saw 6,000 or 8,000, where was that?—A. In Grand Rapids, 
last October. I think it is 6,500 there. 


Mr. Daccrr.—5,600. 
WitNess.—I thought it was 6,500. Well, there are more in Dayton, Ohio. 
Mr. Daccrer.—In Dayton there are 6,000. 


Witness.—In Chicago, I do not know how many there are. There are 1,400 in 
Portland. There are about 1,400 or 1,500 that I saw at Fall River. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. They have the Strowger system?—A. Yes, they have the Strowger system. 
These other instruments that I spoke of have not been tested by practical experience, 
therefore I would not advocate them—I mean where I would be practically risking my 
reputation in St. John in doing it. . 

Q. Have you knowledge of the telephone system in the rural districts? Do you 
think that the farmers would subscribe for telephones if they could get them at reason- 
able rate?—A. Oh, well, I do not know whether my opinion would be worth anything in 
that regard. 

Q. Well, I am just asking you if you have any knowledge?—A. I would say that - 
in New Brunswick there is a strong desire on the part of the farmers to have tele- 
phones, and many of them have them. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Are there any farmers’ telephones? I think you said there were no mutual or 
co-operative systems in New Brunswick?—A. None that I know of. They are all com- 
panies with stock holders, but the farmers have telephones in their houses. 

Q. Do you know what is charged the farmers for these telephones?—A. No, but I 
will say this- 

Q. We will get that from some of the others.—A. I will communicate with the 
secretary, and let you know the names of those who can give you the fullest. informa- 
tion in that regard. 

The CuairMAN.—We are very much obliged to you. We will be very happy to hear 
from you. | 

The witness was then discharged. 


* 


The CHairman.—We were desirous of obtaining a copy of the report of the Railway 
Commission dealing with the case of the Bell Telephone Company of Canada and the 
towns of Fort William and Port Arthur in regard to the exclusion from the Canadian 
Pacific Railway offices of the telephones connecting with the municipal systems of the 
said towns. The clerk wrote to the Railway Commissioners, and I have a letter from' 
Mr. Cartwright, the secretary, wherein he states that a return containing the report in 
question had, in obedience to an order of the House, been made some time ago. The 
application on behalf of the towns of Fort William and Port Arthur for an order under 
section 193 providing for the instalment of municipal telephones on the premises of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, together with the judgment of the Board of Rail- 
way Commissioners (see No. 30, printed in Appendix ‘ A,’ page 38). : 

The Committee adjourned. Mr. ALEXANDER MACRAE. 
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May 1, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


Dr. WARREN Doan, called and sworn: 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You live in Harrietsville, Middlesex county?—A. I do. 

Q. And are connected with the telephone company are you?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you explain the nature of that company and its history ¢—A. From the 
start? 

Q. Yes.—A. Well about 

Q. Explain the reasons for its coming into existence——A. The reasons for its 
- coming into existence were as follows: About 13 or 14 years ago after the Canadian 
Pacific Railway had built through Dorchester, their station was about two miles north 
of the village of Harrietsville and the merchants of Harrietsville and the proprietor 
of the cheese factory, and others living there, wanted to have communication with 
the station and they got up a subscription, $5 apiece and so on, among the farmers 
and the community and raised enough money to build their line and then asked the 
Canadian Pacific Railway for assistance and the Canadian Pacific Railway sent up an 
ordinary Bell Telephone and placed it in their station. The people bought their sup- 
plies from the Canadian Pacific Railway outside of the poles, that is the wire and 
class, the insulators and so on, and the Canadian Pacific Railway sent up their men 
to string the wires and attach the instruments. 


By Mr. Maclean: ; 


Q. That is you had one ’phone at your end and the Canadian Pacific Railway 
had one at the other end, is that it?—-A. We had one telephone placed at Harrietsville 
in one of the stores and the Canadian Pacific Railway placed an instrument in the 
station at Harrietsville. That was a series instruments, an ordinary Bell instrument. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Yes, that was conducted, I suppose, as a toll line?—A. No, it was free to every 
person. 

Q. Free to every person?—A. It was 18 years ago or about that. 

Q. Yes? And what followed that?—A. It continued on in that way for two or 
three years when I moved to the village of Harrietsville and purchased an instrument 
and placed it on the line. That would make about three on that line at that time. 
The other storekeeper in Harrietsville extended the line to his store and placed an in- 
strument in the store. That would make four series instruments on the line about two 
miles long, a ground return line. It remained in that condition for three or four years, 
when the people at a place called Mossley, about half a mile from Harrietsville station, 
wanted telephone connection there, and we extended our line to Mossley and placed 
another instrument at the post office or store in Mossley. That made the line about 
three miles in length with five telephones on it. That would be about eight years ago. 
The line remained in that condition until the winter of 1901-2, when the farming com- 
munity and neighbouring villages wanted telephone connection with us. During that 
winter we financed the line through and built a line of about 18 or 19 miles. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Did you form a company ?—A. Not at that time. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. When you say ‘we’ to whom do you refer?—A. The farmers, storekeepers, and 
people living in the vicinity. We asked them how much they would give towards 
building the line. We built the line cheaply using only poles that were about 14 to 
18 feet in length and possibly three inches at the top and we raised money enough to 
build our line. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. By the co-operative system?—A. Yes, it was co-operative to a certain extent. 

Q. Yes?—A. We found out after we had got that far that we had outgrown our 
series instrument that we were using and when we came to put some 19 instruments 
cn the line they would not work so we disposed of the series instruments. At that 
time we wrote to the Canadian Pacific Railway, that was in the spring or during the 
winter of 1901-2, that our line had outgrown the conditions and that the instrument 
they had in their station would not answer the purpose on the new line that we were 
building. We asked them to have it replaced with one that would. They wrote back 
through their agent at Harrietsville instructing him to have me place one of our 
instruments in the station, and to send them a bill and they would pay for it. I did so 
and received the money. That was in the winter of 1901-9. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. How long was this new line 2—A. It was about 19 or 20 miles in length. 

Q. How many ’phones were there on it ?—A. There were 19. It was a ground 
return, : 

Q. There was no cost whatever except the maintenance?—A. There was no cost 
excepting the maintenance, 


By the Chairman : 

Q. Have you separate wires to different houses ¢—A. We have not. 

Q. Well, is it-just one line ?—A. It was at that time and there were 19 instru- 
ments on the line. 

Q. How is it now ?—A. It had been running that way until last summer, when 
the farming community realized the benefits of the telephone and they began to make 
application to us to get on the line. Well, our line was loaded, for we had on it 19 
instruments. 

Q.Were you able to operate it 2—A. We were. 

@. On the one line ?—A. On the one line. 


By Mr. Maclean 
Q. By a code of signals ?—A. By a code of signals. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. Was there anybody employed on the switch-board ?—A. We had no switch- 
board at that time. 
Q. There was nobody employed at all 2—A. There was no person employed. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Could the users speak to each other ?—A. They could. 
Q. By a code of signals ?—A. By a code of signals. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Well, then, you were proceeding to say that the farmers 2—A, The farmers 
began to ask to get on the line. Well, our line was 19 miles, 18 or 19 miles in length, 
and had 19 telephones on it. We were loaded and there was no provision made for 


extending our line or anything of that kind, so we caHed a meeting. 
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Q. Just before you go to that, will you tell us if you can, what the system with 
19 telephones and a code of signals cost you up to that time ? I mean roughly, each 
subscriber ?—A. Well, in building the first 19 miles I was talking about, we raised 
it just by subscriptions around among the farmers. 

Q. I know, but can you roughly tell us what it cost 2? The 19 miles for 19 sub- 
seribers 2—A. I could not, because we built it in sections. 

Q. All right, go on with your story—A. We built it in sections, so I could not 
tell you. 

Q. It was a comparatively small amount ?—A. It was a comparatively small 
amount. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I suppose some persons constructed the poles, some gave labour, and some gave 
money ?—A. It was done generally by money. We bought our poles and had the line 
constructed. 

Q. You do not keep a financial account ?—A. No. I will come to the estimated 
cost or worth of it when we came to convert it from that line over to our present 
system. 

Q. Proceed now, with the farmers’ movement.—A. Well, the farmers asked per- 
mission or wanted to get on the line. We called a meeting of those that were mostly 
interested in the old line and formed a co-operative association under chapter 202 of 
the Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1897. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. And called it what ?—A. Called it the Harrietsville Telephone Association, 
Limited. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. Called it the what ?—A. The Harrietsville Telephone Association, Limited. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. And the capital ?—A. There was no stated capital. 
Q. Is there not a charter ?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. They got what makes them a company ?—A. Yes, what makes us a company. 
We found if we were going to extend our line further we did not want to have any 
personal liability, and by becoming incorporated we missed the personal liability 
claims that might come up from time to time. We were only liable to the amount of 
stock we had in the company. Well, we called a meeting of telephone holders and 
they were in favour of forming this co-operative association. We drew up our consti- 
tution and by-laws and had it registered. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Have you got a copy of that?—A. I have not. There is a copy of it registered 
in Middlesex and another copy registered in Elgin. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Yes?—A. And we placed our stock in shares of $10 a share, and we sold 185 
shares of stock, which made $1,350. We proceeded then to adjust the claims of the old 
line, and bought out all the plant in the old line, that is independent of the telephones, 
the line construction and all that for $161. 

Q. They had 18 or 19 miles’—A. They had 18 or 19 miles. 

Q. Of pole line?—A. It was a ground return line at that time. 

Q. And what did you proceed to do?—A. We proceeded then to find out that our 
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ground return line would be of no use to us in our new construction, where we were 
going to run more than one line on the same set of poles, go that we had to make it a 
complete metallic circuit, and our line now is a metallic circuit some 26 or 27 miles 
in length. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. At what expenditure?—A. At an expenditure of $1,321.16. 
Q. You just exhausted your share capital?—A. No, we have $39.25. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What is the nature of your extension, Dr. Doan? Is it an extension of a single 
line?—A. No, it is converted from a single line or ground return to a metallic circuit, 

Q. I am quite aware of that, but have you put in separate services in different 
houses ?—A. No, we have divided the lines up into party lines, having 8, or 10 or 12 on 
a line. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. What is the total number of ’phones you have on this system?—A. On Decem- 
ber 31, 1904, we had 48 telephones. 

Q. Forty-eight phones on the 26 miles?—A. And we now have 58. 

Q. Fifty-eight phones on the 26 miles?—A. On the 26 miles. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. That is a little over 2 to a mile?—A. On an average. We try to have about 2 
to the mile. 

Q. Do these people pay for the use of the telephone?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do they pay an annual sum?—A. They pay an annual sum. 

Q. Are there any other charges against them?—A. No. 

Q. Can they use the whole system for that annual sum?—A. They can. 

Q. What is the annual sum?—A. The annual sum is $9, or $4.50 half yearly pay- 
able in advance. 

Q. How long has that system been in force?—A. That system has been in force 
since last summer. 7 

Q. Have you, any idea how it will pay?—A. It paid last year. We collected rentals 
for the last four months of 1904. After meeting all operating expenses we paid a 
dividend of 4 per cent, set $10 away in the rest fund, and had a balance of some $30 
odd on hand out of the revenue account. 

Q.What condition have you maintained the line in?—A. In good condition. 

-Q. In good condition?—A. It is in good condition. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. How many party lines have you?—A. We have got five. 
Q. Five party lines?—A. Five party lines. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. That was at the rate of 12 per cent per annum?—A. It may be, yes. 
Q. Four per cent for the first six months?—A. Well it all depends. The farther 
you build your line away from the switch-board the more the cost is going to be. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. How many switch-boards have you?—A. We have one. 
Q. What is the object of having one switch-board? Is it the centre——A. It is 
the centre in which the five lines converge to the one point. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Do you employ anybody there?—A. We do. 
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Q. A man or a woman?—A. A woman. 
Q. You pay her how much ?—A. We hire her by the week. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. The switch-board is in some places of business, is it?—A. It is in my residence. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Dr. Doan, I ask you how much you paid the woman ?—A. Well, this is the 
way that we are paying the expense at the present time. I have to have some person 
to stay in the house with my wife if I am out at nights or anything of that kind. I 
hire a lady that is competent to handle a switch-board and be company for my wife 
during my absence. 

Q. I understand the switch-board is in your house ?—A. It is in my house, yes, 
and I charge the association so much per year for doing the switching. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. That is a comparatively small sum. Any. way it is provided for in this ar- 
rangement; it is paid for ?—A. That is the $9 that each man pays for his ’phone. 

Q. Covers that ?—A. Covers all the switching. The company also undertakes to 
keep his instrument in repair, the line in repair. Nine dollars a year is the whole 
charge. Not only that, if there is a farmer living next to a man who has a ’phone 
and he wants to use the line, our toll rate is five cents per message for a conversation 
not exceeding five minutes. 

Q. That is, any farmer in the neighbourhood can get a conversation for five cents 
per minute ?—A. Five cents for five minutes. 

Q. At your system ?—A. Any place on the system. 

Q. Does your system couple up with the Bell Telephone system or any other com- 
pany ?—A. It does not couple with the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. Have you tried to connect with it ?—A. They called on us two or three differ- 
ent times. 

Q. Yes ?—A. And opened up negotiations, 

Q. To what end ?—A. To nothing so far. 

Q. But what did they propose ? Do you know ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well tell us—A. After we built our line of 19 miles in 1902, before it was 
put into an association, we carried our line, then extended from Avon to Putnam, 
through Crampton, from Crampton to the Dorchester Centre road, connecting with 
the line running from Harrietsville to Mossley. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. An independent line ?—A. No, no, it is all one. It is giving merely an outlet 
to the 19 miles. I was going on to answer Mr. Maclean’s question. Our line also ex- 
tended from Harrietsville to Dorchester station. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Is that all comprised in the 26 or 27 miles 2—A. That is comprised in the ori- 
ginal 19 miles on which we had the 19 instruments. I was gving on to speak of the 
first time when the Bell Company came to see us. 

@. I understood you to say you had 27 miles—A. We have now. 

Q. Now ?—A. Now, yes, but this is—— 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. I asked him, Mr. Bergeron, what his relations were with the Bell Telephone 
Company, and he is proceeding to tell. It was on the 19 miles of line, and he says 
they came to see him. What happened then ?—A. Well, we had our line finished to 
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Dorchester station. The Dorchester people interviewed the Bell people and they built ” 
a toll station, or put in a toll station, at Dorchester, from London. 

Q. Who did, the Bell people ?—A. The Bell people. They were not in Dorchester 
at the time we were built to Dorchester. 

Q. You were in and they came in 
station at Dorchester. 

Q. Yes?—A. Then their agent, Mr. Richmond, of London, and Mr. Martin, of 
Woodstock, came and went over our line. They asked us or made a proposition to us 
to do the switching at Dorchester and one of those conditions that they wanted to im- 
pose on us was that we would not extend our line any farther. 

Q. That if you had switching privileges from the Bell you would not extend your 
line any farther ?—A. Yes. 

Q. This was when ?—A. 1902, the latter part of 1902. 

Q. But they had no objection to making connection with your company ?—A. 
They would make connection with us on that condition; that in the business places 
where our telephones were installed we would take them out and place Bell instruments 
in. 

Q. For toll purposes?—A. For toll purposes. 

Q. And then what was the relation between the two companies as to terms, for in- 
stance financial arrangements?—A. They were to put in a switch at their own expense 
ut Dorchester. Whatever amount of money they collected over their line, that is 
their toll rate, they were to have, and what ever our toll was we were to get. 

Q. They were willing to amalgamate with you ?—A. They were willing to put 
in the switch but we refused. 

Q. And work their system in connection with your system?—<A. In connection 
with ours. : 

Q. They had no objection to the quality of your system or its installation? I 
mean they did not say they could not work this system with yours or anything of that 
kind?—A. The first visit they made they said they could not join a ground return wire 
with their metallic system. 

Q. Yes?—A. But finally they made that proposition. We refused to take our 
instruments out and put Bell instruments in, 

Q. Your negotiations came to nothing?—A. The negotiations came to an end at 
that time. 

Mr. Mactean.—Tell us the next thing they did. 


.—A. Afterwards, and installed their toll 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. Why did you refuse to make the change ? Was it on account of the quality 
of the instruments?—A. We thought we had as good instruments as‘could be bought. 
Ours were new instruments. Their proposition was that they would take them out 
‘oi our places of business they did not state at what price, and put theirs in. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. But you objected because you were not to extend your line?—A. Because we 
were not to extend. 

Q. Well, go on with the next dea] please——A. The next deal happened this spring. 

Q. Tell us that.—A. I mean a month and a half ago. A Mr. Baird or Beard, I 
am not sure what his name is, and who is working under Mr. Scott of the Bell Company 
called on two or three directors of the Harrietsville Association when I was present 
and wanted us to make switching arrangements with them from Putnam. 

Q. Where they had a line?—A. No, they had a line coming from Putnam west, 
cr at least from Ingersoll to the Ingersoll waterworks but they proposed! building a 
line two miles or two and a half miles in length into the village of Putnam. We had 
in the meantime made arrangements to extend our line into Putnam and they pro- 


posed placing a line in the same office. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Joining you there?—A. At Putnam, putting in a switch-board. 
Q. Joining you?—A. No, putting in a switch-board. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. In the same building that your terminal was?—A. Exactly. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. That is the Bell Company?—A. The Bell Company of which Mr. Baird was 

agent. 
By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. What did you say to that?—A. He proposed then that the toll charge from 
Putnam to Ingersoll was to be ten cents. 

(\. That is if any nf your subscribers wished to speak to Ingersoll over the Bell 
connection at Putnam they should pay ten cents?—A. They should pay ten cents. We 
were to get back five cents out of that and the Bell was to take the other five. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. That was doubling your previous charges?—A. That was over the Bell linc. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Well what happened?—A. We told him that that was a very fair proposition 
and for him to put his arrangements on paper and to put them down so that anybody 
who read them would know what they meant and if it was right we would sign it. In 
getting up to leave he turned round and he said: ‘ Have you any arrangements with 
any other local system? If you make arrangements to switch with us you would be 
supposed not to have anything to do with any other local system.’ There is another 
local system at Belmont in the township of Westminster. 

Q. A somewhat similar system?—A. A somewhat similar system. It is a single 
wire or ground return and we had about completed switching arrangements with them 
at that time. We told Mr. Baird that if there was anything put in the agreement 
preventing us from making switching arrangements with any other local company 
that we could not sign it. Then he mentioned regarding the territories and he said 
that it was the custom in making arrangements with local lines such as ours that we 
were to be restricted in the amount of territory that we could cover and in the exten- 
sion that we were to make of our line. We told him that if there was anything of that 
kind put into the agreement that he need not send it to us; that if we wanted to go 
across to the next concession to put a man on our line we were going to do it. 

Q. With this proposition he was trying to limit your freedom?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. What was the outcome of all that?—A. The outcome was that he went away. 
In about a week or ten days I was in London and I called on the Bell manager there, 
Mr. Richmond, and he made a similar proposal regarding the limitation of territory, 
and having connection with local systems. But he said that he did not see how they 
could follow out the financial arrangement that Mr. Baird had proposed. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Well, what did he suggest?—A. Well, then he said that he would communicate 
with Scott, and Scott would call and see me. He wrote to Scott, and Scott wrote to me 
and asked me to meet him in Ingersoll, two weeks ago to-morrow. I informed him that 
it would be impossible for me to be in Ingersoll on Tuesday, and at the same time I told 
him that I understood they had some restrictions in connection with their agreement, 
that they wished to have attached, and that was regarding connections with other local 
lines and regarding territory, and if such was the case to please tell me, because our 
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Sana had decided opinions in regard to a matter of that kind, and there the matter 
rested. 

Q. But the Bell Telephone Company did distinetly offer to make connection with 
you for ten cents a message over their system to Ingersoll, only they wanted to adopt 
restrictions that were distasteful to your company. Is that not it?—A. They did. 

Q. They were willing to make connections?—A. That is the understanding I had 
of the interview, and two of our directors with me had the same understanding. 

Q. Well then, let us come to the case of railway stations. You say in the first 
instance the Canadian Pacific Railway Company put a telephone in their station ?— 
A. They did. 
~ . Q. At Dorchester?—A. At Harrietsville. , 

Q. At Harrietsville, and the Canadian Pacific Railway was a party to it, and put 
in their own instrument?—A. They put in a Bell series instrument. 

Q. And later on they changed the style of instrument?—A. Later on they took 
their instrument out and purchased an instrument from me. 

Q. Yes?—A. And had me place it in the station. 

Q. And are you in the Canadian Pacific Railway station at Harrietsville now ?— 
A. We are. 

*  Q. Are you in any other of their stations?—A. We are. 

Q. What others?—A. At Putnam. 

Q. You have never been ordered out?—A. We have not. 

Q. Have they ever told you about an agreement with the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way that would exclude you ?~A. I never heard of it from them. 

Q. When did you get into the Canadian Pacific Railway station at Harrietsville?— 
A. At Harrietsville? That was about 18 years ago, on or about, I could not be positive. 

Q. And as a matter of fact the people of your locality have had connection with 
Harrietsville station for 18 years?—A. Ever since the *phone was first put in. 

Q. And having connection between your subscribers and the railway is it not a 
great convenience?—A. It appears to be, because since the people have been reading of 
the proceedings of this telephone committee they are much agitated to think that they 
may possibly lose the instrument from the station. 

Q. The people would look upon that as a substantial grievance?—A,. Certainly, 
they all do business with the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

Q. And it facilitates business between the public and the railway?—A. Between 
the public and the railway, that is right. 

Dr. Sproute.—It might be convenient to find out when that agreement was made 
with the Bell Telephone Company ? 

The CHAIRMAN.—We have got that. 

WItNeEss.—I cannot give you the exact date. 

The CHairman.—We have got a copy of that agreement here. 

The Wirness.—I cannot give you that from the data I have here. We have no 
agreement with the Canadian Pacific Railway people, but negotiations were carried on 
between the Canadian Pacific Railway agent at Harrietsville and the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company. 

Dr. Sproute.—What I mean is this : Was that agreement made with the railway ° 
company before they made their agreement with your company ?— 

Mr. MactEean.—This witness does not know. 

The CuairmMan.—He speaks of your agreement with the Canadian Pacific Railway 
13 years ago. The agreement between the Bell Company and the Canadian Pacific 
Railway is of modern date, and we have it filed here. The witness does not know 
when it was entered into, but we have it on file. 

Dr. SprouLe.—I thought it was made shortly after they entered into this agree- 


ment with the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
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The OuarrMAN.—The agreement with the Bell Company is of recent date, whereas 
the arrangement of the Harrietsville people with the Canadian Pacific Railway was 
13 years ago. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. You have no agreement in writing with the Canadian Pacific Railway ?—A. 
We have none. The Canadian Pacific Railway just put in the instruments that are 
there. 

Q. Let us go back for a moment to a previous statement by you. You say a far- 
mer adjacent to any of your instruments can go in and use one of your instruments 
by paying five cents ?—A. That is right. 

Q. What is the revenue of your line ? Can you tell us the amount of the tolls ?— 
A. For the last four months of 1904 we collected $14.23. That is the company, the as- 
sociation got that. That is but half of the tolls collected. Each subscriber keeps 50 
per cent of whatever tolls is collected. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. And how much is a call ?—A. Five cents. 
Q. So that $28 were paid ?—A. Yes. 
Q. One hundred and forty calls for what period of time ¢@—A. Four months. 
The CHAIRMAN.—That would represent about 500 calls per year. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. That would be a repair fund ?—A. I think that it about met our running ex- 
penses, that is as far as repairing the line was concerned. 

Q. That is a nice little way of getting repairs done.—A. I might say that during 
the past week, the last week, I kept a record of the messages that went through the 
central, that is not all the messages that went over all of the line, but just from one 
line to another. . 

Q. Interchange ?—A. Interchange from one line to the other, and there was an 
average of over 80 messages a day, switching from one line to the other. I may say 
that we were carrying on negotiations with the Bell people from time to time since 
June, 1902. 

Q. Then they made this exclusive agreement with the Bell Company. What date 
is it doctor ? 

Dr. Sproute.—May, 1902. Do you know when yours was made ?—.-. I think tuat 
our instrument was put in at the Harrietsville station, it was changed from the series 
to the bridging instrument previous to May, 1902. After the 1st of May. 

Q. And the one at Putnam ?—A. And the one at Putnam was put in after the 
1st of May; I think it was along about there. It was whenever the provincial elections 
occurred in 1902; it was on that day I think they were installed. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Dr. Doan, I understood you to say a moment ago that the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany talked about an arrangement under which they wanted you to change your in- 
struments. Where did you buy your instruments—— 

Dr. Rocut.—Do you mean where they purchased them ? 

Witness.—Where did we purchase them ? 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Yes.—A. The first 19 we purchased from the Elliott Telephone Company, of 
Indianapolis. 
_ Q. How much did they cost you ?—A. They cost us laid down in the neighbour- 
hood of $16 each. ; 
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By the Chairman : 
Q. Each ?—A. Each. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How much did you pay for them at the factory ? Do you pay duty ?—A. We 
pay 25 per cent duty. 

Q. And how much did the instruments cost ?—A. It all depends upon the number 
of instruments you buy at a time. 

Q. Well, generally speaking, about how much ?—A. About $10 or $12. 

Q. I am asking that because we have had some other instruments referred to, and 
I wanted to find out the cost.—A. Well the instruments we bought after the first 19 
were disposed of. 


By the Chairman: 
The series one?—A. No the bridging. These other instruments we bought from 
the Stromberg Carlson Company of Rochester, N.Y., and they cost us $12.50 apiece, 


By Mr. Bergeron: ‘ 
Q. Were they dearer or cheaper than the other ones ?—A. They were a trifle 
cheaper. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. They cost you that in the States?—A. Yes, at Rochester. 


By Mr. Bergeron: mas 

Q. And you paid 25 per cent duty?—A. Twenty-five per cent duty and the freight. 
It cost $16, the instruments laid down at Harrietsville. 

Q. Did you suppose them to be as good as the Bell telephone when you bought 
them?—A. Yes, they are better. 

Q. How then do you account for the Bell Company having any objection to using 
your instruments?—A. They have not now, Mr. Baird who was to see us and looked 
ai our instruments said they were as good as any instruments made, the Stormberg 
Carlson instruments. | 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. From your experience would you have any hesitation in saying that a modern 
co-operative system similar to yours and equipped as yours is, that there would be any 
difficulty in an interchange between the two systems?—A. No. 

Q. Your system is good enough to couple up with the Bell 2—A. We have had 
dozens and dozens of commercial travellers who are going through the country all the 
time, talk over our line, and they pronounce our line just as good as the Bell. 

Q. Would there be any trouble if the Bell coupled up with you in your guarantee- 
ing to the Bell their fees ?—A. Nothing of the kind. 

Q. You would have to put up a deposit or secure them in some way. 

Mr. BerGeron.—What is that question. 

Mr. Maciean.—If there was a connection, the Bell Company would have no trouble 
about getting its money from your company, or your subscribers?—A. We have no con- 
nection. , 

Q. You do not couple up now?—A. No,—we have at Dorchester station. Our tele- 
phone is extended across the river at Dorchester and we have a telephone in the same 
building as the Bell, at the Dorchester post office, with a half inch board between 
them. I can send a message at any time to London from Harrietsville by having their 
operator repeat it for us, but we cannot connect. 
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By the Chairman: 
Q. They won’t allow you?—A. No. If a man at London wants to send a mess- 
age to Harrietsville they will not send it taere. They will take our money and send 
our message but if a man in London wants to send a message they won’t send it there. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Although it would be more convenient to put a plug there than to repeat the 
message and it would not cost anything more I—A. No. 

Q. It would be much less, and they do to-day insist upon that arbitrary or round- 
about way of doing business between your line and theirs at the connecting point ?—A. 
They insist no message shall be sent from London over the Harrietsville telephone line. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Is there any manufacturer in Canada selling these telephone instruments ?— 
A. Not that I know of, that will ring as many instruments on a line as satisfactorily 
as ours. 

_ Q. Don’t the Bell manufacture them ?—A. They manufacture instruments and 
have installed a line for Dr. McWilliams of Thamesford which has in the neighbour- 
hood of 20 or 22 instruments on a line 18 or 20 miles in length and I have it on the 
best of authority that a subscriber at one end! of the line cannot ring all the instru- 
ments through upon that line and get the man at the farther end. He would have to 
call up a man at the middle and tell him he wanted Smith at the other end and he 
would ring up Smith and then they could talk. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. From your experience would you have any hesitation in saying that a line 
similar to yours, a rural system, could be built and paid for and maintained at an 
annual fee of $10 a year to the farmer or anybody that wants it?—A. Yes, a system 
run as our system is run, I would not be afraid to be a party to forming a company 
to agree to supply them in a township. 

Q. In an ordinary Ontario township ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Provided you could get customers at the rate of— ?—A. Two a mile. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you find a growing demand by the people of the rural districts for a tele- 
phone service ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Why haven’t you extended your line ?—A. It has grown over 100 per cent last ~ 
year. We have not the finances to carry it out. 

Q. Have you any applications for separate services ?—A. But one or two. 

Q. Did you put them in ?~A. No, the men that applied for a separate service 
lived at the extreme end. 

Q. Too far away ?—A. Too far from the centre. 

Q. Can you give an estimate what it has cost you per mile—I do not mean the 
price at which you bought it, we will leave out the old line of which we have no de- 
finite account?—A. The old line is practically destroyed. 

Q. Take the new line or a line corresponding in character and quality with your 
new good line, what would it cost per mile in your district ?—A. It is difficult to give 
a stated estimate. If it is a line with two wires that would be different, but if you 
built your line with two wires for two or three miles and have it loaded with eight or 
ten instruments, and then go back and double up ith two more wires to give another 
10 instruments three or four miles further along the line, then it would cost more 
nearest to the switch-board than it would at three or four miles from the switch-board. 
It takes in the neighbourhood of 30 to 32 poles on the average per mile, 25-foot poles. 

Q. Have you had any experience with the automatic switch-board ?—A. We have 
not. We have made inquiries and from what we can learn from correspondence with 
other companies, we think it would not work satisfactorily for us in a rural section. 
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Q. On what do you base that opinion?—A. If we have eight or ten instruments on 
-the line—— i 

Q. On one line ?—A. To one line. 

Q. But for separate lines ?—A. For separate lines it would, if you had power to 
run your generator to give the necessary force for running it. You would have to 
supply a gas or gasoline engine to get the power, and it would be expensive. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. It would do the work that is done in your house but it would be more expen- 
sive ?—A. It would cost more. If we gave separate lines to each subscriber, if we had 
a separate metallic circuit to each of these subscribers it would cost far more and 
we could not give them the service for the $9 or $10 a year. 


By Mr. Monk : 
Q. The automatic service is based on the independent lines to each subscriber ?7—A. 
Yes, it has been run as high as a four-party line. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. I just want to finish one thing. When I was asking if the Bell Company did 
not manufacture their instruments in Canada, the answer was that they did, but I 
did not quite catch the remark made that in a certain place some of these instruments 
were put in and a man could not ring the 20 telephones.—A. That is right. 

Q. To get the last one he would have to call up the middle subscriber ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do I understand that these instruments are not as good as those you put in ? 
—A. No, they are not as good in the ringing qualities. They may talk all right. I 
have not tested them. But I have it on the best of authority that they will not ring 
right through from one end to the other. They may get a little jingle of the bell but 
it is not loud enough to wake one up at night. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Do you give night calls 2—A. We give day and night service; that is, we give 
a day service from the 1st of April to November 30th, from 7 in the morning to 9 at 
night, and during the winter time from 1st December to March 31st, from 8 in the 
morning to 9 at night, and only emergency calls are answered during Sunday. 
Q. Do you answer emergency calls all night 2—A. Yes, in cases of sickness. 
Q. That is practically all the 24 hours.—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Sproule: 

Q. I understand you to say that the instruments you purchased in Rochester you 
could ring through the full length of your line. Is that not partially due to the strength 
of your current, which was either the use of the dry cell or the wet battery?—A. The 
dry cell or battery has nothing whatever to do with the ringing. It is the magnets that 
are in the generator boxes. 


By Mr. Roche: 

Q. When the Bell Company insisted upon their instruments being placed instead 
of yours was it because of the supposed inferiority of your instruments?—A. From 
what I could gather from what they said, although they did not say it plainly, they 
said that it would not look well to have their line joined to ours and have different in- 
struments in public places, but we could leave our own instruments in private houses. 


By Mr. Sproule: 
Q. Did you try Montreal for purchasing your instruments ?—A. I wrote in the 
first place in the winter of 1901-02—I wrote to Toronto, and they referred my letter to 
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Mr. Baker, of Hamilton. Mr. Baker wrote me—he is a man connected with the Bell 
Company in Hamilton—he wrote me regarding it, and I sent him a diagram of the 
country we purposed to traverse, and asked him to supply me with the necessary infor- 
mation as to the kind of telephones that they made and the kind that would answer or 
suit our purposes. He wrote back and said that he had forwarded my letter to Mont- 
real, and I would hear from them in a few days. I received from their secretary a note 
quoting the price of their different instruments, and nothing further. 

Q. What price did they quote?—A. $18 and $20. I have not got it here. 

Q. Five years ago we bought them in Montreal for $12.50?—A. That would be 
what they call a commercial telephone. 

Q. And they have been in use ever since.—A. Is that the Blake transmitter? 

Q. I do not know.—A. Is it a long-distance transmitter ? 

Q. No.—A. That is the difference. 

Q. It is operated for 9 miles—A. Ours will talk 200, 300 or 400 miles. 

Q. The line is extended 10 miles and they will work all right—A. When you make 
the line long you will have difficulty. 


Witness discharged. 


ARCHIBALD DE LERY MACDONALD called and sworn: 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. You reside in Rigaud?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it a town, a municipality ?—A. It is a village. 

Q. Will you tell the committee briefly, if you have a telephone system in Rigaud, ~ 
what led you to establish it, and how it is organized?—A. Previous to 1901, I think 
for a year or two we endeavoured to induce the Bell Telephone Company to give us a 
service at Rigaud. We were imperative, but nothing matured. 

Q. Well, while you are on that, how far were you from the line—is there a line in 
the vicinity of Rigaud?—A. I think the line then passed at its nearest point through 
Vaudreuil, about 20 miles from Rigaud, if I recollect the answers I got to some letters 
T sent, was that the long-distance line passed through there. 

Q. Have you those letters?—A. I have not. 

Q. Have you them at home?—A. I have not. I looked up—as a matter of fact it 
is some years past, and I do not recall whether I had personal interviews or whether 
there were letters. I don’t want to speak with too much certainty. 

Q. Then what did you do?—A. A certain number, about fifteen of our citizens, de- 
cided to form a small local company, and on June 17, 1901, we organized ourselves into 
a company and obtained from the local council the privilege of establishing posts and 
so on in the village. I think there were about fifteen subscribers when we started; to- 
day there are twenty-four. 

Q. How did you obtain incorporation?—A. We are not incorporated. It was 
simply a private agreement for our own convenience. 

Q. Do you cover the whole village?—A. The whole village, yes. 

Q. Have you any report which would indicate how many miles you have and what 
the cost was?—A. We have not, but I questioned the secretary yesterday and he told 
me Nae we had put in 38 posts. I think we cover about a mile of ground. It has cost 
us } 

Q.The whole thing?—A. The whole business. 

Q. How many subscribers have you?—A. We have twenty-four subscribers. 

Q. And what is the amount?—A. It came to $28 apiece. We pay our central 
each $2.50 a year, and we have an arrangement with a man who comes from Montreal 
when required—I think once a month as a matter of fact—to make any repairs that 
may become necessary, and we pay him $3 a year each, bringing our subscription to 
¢.50. Now, the cost of the telephone installation, $28, at 5 per cent, makes $1.40 each. 
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In other words it costs $6.90 a year for our local service. Of course we don’t pay any 
dividends. ; 
Q. Have you communication outside of Rigaud?—A. No, we have not. Originally 
we had a connection with the station, the Canadian Pacific Railway, but when the 
Bell installed their instrument there they got us cut off. 
Q. You had to go out?—A. The agents simply had the box removed. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Out of which railway?—A. The Canadian Pacific Railway. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. You are on the Canadian Pacific Railway?—A. The line runs through our 
village. 

Q. The Bell telephone now passes through the village?—A. It goes through the 
village. 

Q. Have you endeavoured to obtain connection with the outside world through the 
Bell telephone, have you had any negotiations with respect to that?—A. The Bell 
Company came to Rigaud in 1908, a couple of years after we had established our 
system. We have been agitating since then to have connection with the immediate 
neighbouring parishes such as St. Timothée and Ste. Marthe, which are about five to 
seven miles distant from Rigaud. We have not succeeded so far. 

Q. Are these localities served by the Bell Company ?’—A. No, we have been en- 
deavouring to induce the Bell Comupany to give them service. 

Q. What negotiations have you had with the Bell telephone with respect to having 

connection with the Canadian Pacific Railway station there?—A. We have not had 
any. 
Q. None?—A. The moment they cut off the telephone the matter was dropped, 
because then the Bell, having their ’phones in the Canadian Pacific Railway—I think 
there are 4 or 5 Bell ’phones in the village, and when we require the Canadian Pacific 
Railway we have simply to go to some Bell telephone and connect with them. Per- 
sonally, I am carrying on business there and consequently I have to take the two tele- 
phones. | 

Q. You take both telephones?—A. Both telephones. 

Q. And you stated a moment ago that the local telephone cost you how much a 
year ?—A. About $7. : 

Q. What does the Bell cost?—A. $20. For all practical purposes the Bell in the 
village of Rigaud is useless for local purposes—I mean, I take it because it saves me 
the trouble of walking to central if I wish to communicate with long-distance, but I 
am obliged to keep our local telephone for local requirements. There are 24 subscribers 
and that covers the village pretty well. 


By Mr. Roche: 

Q. What is the population of your village?—A. About 1,000. We have a large 
college there, the Bourget college, convent, flour mill, saw-mill, foundry. Rigaud vil- 
lage is the commercial centre of the county of Vaudreuil, the upper end particularly. 
We have navigation up to the village. At present the government is dredging the river 
to facilitate the access and the communication with Rigaud from the different parts of 
the county is extremely important. At present the parish of St. Marthe found the 
telephone so necessary to them that they have, I understand, passed a resolution in the 
ecunci) offering a bonus of $300 if the Bell Company wiil come ana give them its 
service. : 


By Mr. Maclean: | 
Q. Why don’t you extend your line?—A. It is not exactly in our line of business 


to run a telephone, and we would be satisfied if the Bell would give the service to 
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stand by them, but as a matter of fact if the thing does not mature pretty soon we will 
certainly form a local company to cover the whole county. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Why do they offer a bonus to the Bell Company ¢ Why don’t they offer a 
bonus to your own association?—A. As far as we are concerned, we would prefer that 
the Bell should attend to the telephone business. There is no doubt they are in a posi- 
tion to give a better service. 

Q. How did they come to build the line in 1908 to Rigaud and offer accommodation 
there when they had refused you previously ? Is it because they saw you had organ- 
ized 2—A. I think that had something to do with it. We started our line with a view 
to really forcing the Bell to give us a service. That was the primary reason. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Had you only one wire on your local system previously? Describe your inde- 
pendent wires. You spoke of a central——A. We have a central. I think there is a 
wire for each subscriber, because we never ring twice. It is one straight ring, so I 
would imagine it is a single wire for each person. I did not go into the details. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Is it automatic ?—A. It is the old-fashioned ring with the machine. 

Q. The Bell line runs through there—after passing Rigaud, how far does it go ?— 
A. I think it is the main line that goes to Vankleek Hill. 

Q. It comes up here ?—A. It comes here, I think. 

Q. You are on the main line ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You might tell the committee, since you are here, the importance of Rigaud 
to the people outside of it, so far as the telephone is concerned. You have a very large 
college there.—A. Yes, we have. I mentioned that just now. We have a very large 
college at Rigaud. I think there are some 250 to 300 boarders. 

Q. I suppose the Bell, Telephone and your own telephone are both in the College ? 
—A. Yes, the college has both telephones. 

Q. They are bound to have them ?—A. Yes, for local purposes the Bell is prac- 
tically useless. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Have they ever made ovetures since they came into Rigaud to take over your 
system ?—A. No, I do not think so. Not to my knowledge. 


. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Have you any local toll business on your line ? Can outsiders come and use 
it 2A. Anybody is perfectly free to use it. 

Q. What is the toll rate from Rigaud to Montreal and Ottawa over the Bell ?—A. 
To Montreal it is 25 cents. 

Q. You would be quite willing to pay that if they would connect up with your 
system ?—A. Well, no 

Q. Why not ?—A. What we would want would be-— 

Q. So far they have refused to connect with your system ?—A. We have not asked 
them, as a matter of fact. What we would like the Bell to do would be to put in the 
phones themselves and charge a rate which would induce the present 24 subseribers 
that we have to take the Bell. 

_ Q,. And give you the benefit of their connection ’—A. Give us the benefit of 
their connection. We also think that we ought to be able to communicate with vil- 
lages five or six or seven miles away without being obliged to pay toll every time. 
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By Mr. Monk : 


Pe ee Do you have to pay anything to the municipality for the use of the streets ?— 
0. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. You were mayor at the time ?—A. I was at the time. 

Q. And that I suppose made it easier to settle with the council ?—A. It was prac- 
tically the council that was the company—the same parties. 

Q. If anybody wanted to subscribe to your local telephone how much would you 
charge him a year ?—A. Just enough to run the line, the expenses, about $7. 

Q. The same thing as you pay yourselves ?—A. The same that we pay ourselves. 
The more subscribers the more valuable the telephone becomes to us. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. You felt it a hardship when they forced you out ot the C.P.R. station?—A. Of 
course entrance to the station is a great convenience. Any man who wants to com- 
municate with the station now has to go outside. 

Q. It is injurious both to you and to the railway company.—A. Certainly. I un- 
derstand that some neighbouring” places, such as St. Scholastique and St. André pay 
the Bell Company only $15. I don’t see why we are called upon to pay $20. 

Q. Apparently they have different rates for different places ?—A. I think so. I 
cannot vouch for it. It is the current belief in Rigaud. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. You do not extend to the rural districts?—A. No. 
Q. Is there any demand for it?—A. There is considerable demand. 
Q. From the rural districts?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Why don’t the people of the outlying districts get up as you do and start lines? 
—A. There is a want-of spirit of progress and any movement would have to come from 
Rigaud. We are waiting to see what the Bell will do, and if we do not get connection 
with the neighbouring parishes before the year is out we will extend. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. And take care of yourselves?—A. We will simply take care of ourselves. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. W. J. Oucgurrep, of Marbleton, P.Q., called and sworn. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Which part of the country do you come from, Mr. Oughtred?—A. From the 
village of Marbleton, in the county of Wolfe. 

Q. What county ?—A. The county of Wolfe. 

Q. Are you connected with any telephone company there?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you tell the committee, in as few words as possible, what is your company, 
whether it is incorporated, and what it is doing?—A. Our company is called the Can- 
adian Telephone Company, Limited. 

: Q. Why was it started?—A. The reason this company was started—you want me to 
commence at the beginning, I suppose ? 

Q. Yes?—A. Some time during the year 1890, I should say it was, we, that is the 
citizens of that section, made arrangements with two men called the French Brothers, 


by subscribing poles and taking instruments, to build a line through a part of that 
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territory. We had a contract, a three-year contract, for instruments at $10 each short 
distances. Shortly after the line was built the French Brothers sold out to the Bell 
Company, and the Bell Company continued the contract for the three years, and then 
they raised the rates. Our poles were gone, and we felt that we had not been justly 
used, and so this company was started in August of 1896. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. What do you call your company?—A. The Canadian Telephone Company, sir. 
Q. Chartered under what law?—A. Under the Quebec law. 


By Mr. Bergeron: | 

Q. Your are incorporated under letters patent, or how?—A. We have a charter, 
our stock is limited to $10,000. 

Q. When you say ‘ we’ who do you mean?—A. The Canadian Telephone Company, 
Limited. 

Q. The stockholders?—A. The stockholders, yes. 

Q. How many are there?—A. There are 100—97 have paid up stock. 

Q. $100 shares?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many subscribers have you got now?—A. About 550. 

Q. Covering how many municipalities—what distance do you cover, how many 
municipalities?—A. Well, we cover all through the county of Compton, a pretty large 
part of the county of Wolfe, and we have a few instruments in Beauce, very few. 

Q. And is it growing?’—A. Yes. 

Q. Are you getting new subscribers all the time?—A. Yes. 

Q. How much do you charge a year now for subscribers?—A. For residents, we 
charge $12, and for business or long-distance phones we charge $15. 

Q. What do you eall long-distance?—A. Long-armed transmitter—a stronger in- 
strument. 

Q. But all on your system?’—A. On the same system. 

Q. You do not mean to say connecting with Montreal, Quebec, or anywhere, but 
on your own system?—A. On our own system, but we connect with other systems. 

Q. But for $15, can you speak say 50 or 60 miles without paying toll to this com- 
pany with whom you connect?—A. No, we charge tolls at both those prices, $12 and 
$15. 

Q. And you have a central office at Marbleton?—A. A switch-board office, you 
mean ? 

Q. Yes.—A. We have 11 different switch-board offices. 

Q. Eleven switch-board offices?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you employ how many people for that as agents?—A. We have one opera- 
tor at each switch-board. ; 

Q. Is it carried on by fees or fixed salaries?—A. It is commission partly and 
partly by salaries. 

Q. Who are they generally—in post offices or merchants’ places?—A. No, we get 
them into private houses where we can. 

Q. I see—on account of the jealousy of the stores and so on?—A. Not so much 
that but they give a better service. 

Q. What has become of the Bell Telephone Company which bought out your first 
company ’—A. They are still operating there. 

Q. Have their subscribers increased, or how does it stand now?—A. They have 
cecreased. 

Q. Decreased—the people seem to take more to your system than the other one?— 
A. They must have it fo. the local service. 

Q. Is the price of the telephone there still the same as when they took hold of 
your old company after the three years’ contract expired?—A. No, it has raised since 
they furnished that three year contract. 
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Q. We know they raised it at the time, but since you established your new com- 
pany it continues the same?—A. It continues the same. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. How much is that?—A. $15, I think. Mostly for all rural ’phones, I think 
that is their rates. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. That, is the same price as you charge for your long-distance?—A. For our 
business ’phones. 

Q. Do you remember how much it has cost you, I think that is the subject of our 
investigation, how much it has cost you for installation of your system, what you 
raid for the posts and for the wire and how much your instruments have cost you ?— 
A. Would you ask the different questions, or would I make a statement. 

Q. Make a statement as short as you can of how much you paid for the poles, how 
much for the wires, the cost of the instruments so that we can have an idea of the 
cost of your system.—A. Yes. In regard to the Bell rates, I would like to state 
that their toll rates have been increased, but that their box rates are the same. 

Q. How many miles do you cover?—A. We have about 575 miles. 

Q. Is that single or double?—A. Part of it is metallic and part of the way it is 
single. 

Q.Have you an idea from your memorandum how much have your posts cost you 
—your poles?—A. Well, I estimate that our wires, poles and all our line cost vs about 
$45 per mile. 

Q. For construction?—A. The construction of it, 

Q. That is for the construction of all—does it cover instruments?’—A. It will 
cover, I think, the total cost, but of course you understand, we have single lines and 
then we have more or less that have five, six or eight instruments, and we save enough 
in the cost of the wires and poles in that case to purchase the instruments where there 
are five or six on one wire. Ii takes about thirty poles to the mile, about 140 vounds of 
wire, and of course insulators and side blocks as well. 

Q. Did you tell us what was the amout of stock of your company—your capital ? 
—A. $10,000 is the authorized stock, and we have a bonded debt of $6,500. 

Q. And how does that come out of the last financial statement of your company— 
how did you stand-—A. I have the financial reports of the company for the year end- 
ing June, 1904, presented at the last annua] meeting. 

Q. Yes.—A. If you would like to see it, or would I explain it. 

Q. Oh, just tell us how you stand, we want to know whether on your charges you 
are doing well or if they should be increased, or, perhaps lowered.—A. Well up to 1903, 
that is at the year 1908, we were in difficulty. For the last two years we have done 
well but our line had got into bad order, our service was rather poor, but in the past 
two years our service—we have got it now, I think, at least they claim it is in first 
class shape now, most all sections of the territory, but there is some work to do of 
course yet. There is work to do all the time, but in our local service we can give just 
as good a service now as the Bell. 

Q. Have you declared a dividend 2—A. We have not this year, we have not de- 
clared a dividend for three years. Before that we paid 5 per cent, and this year we 
are able to claim a small dividend. 

Q. Have you many farmers on your line ?—A. Yes, we have from 150 to 200 far- 
mers, I should think. 

Q. Are these on your main line, or have you to carry wires everywhere to reach 
your farmer subscribers ? Do you have to put wires across eight or ten acres from the 
road to reach the farmer’s house 2? Do you serve any farmers in that way?—A. Well, 
the majority of the farmers are attached to one wire, that is five or six on a wire, if 
they are at four, five or six, or even ten miles, from the central switch-board, which 
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we call the central, but if they are close at hand they have one wire. Of course there 
are some that insist on one wire, anyway, but usually in the case of farmers, five or 
_ six or more occupy the one wire. 

Q. And they pay $12 a year for that service ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are they increasing in numbers 2 Are they taking the telephones ? Do you 
find that that line of your business is increasing, or is it not 2A. Well, it is holding 
its own. I do not know that it is increasing in the past year, because | may say we 
raised the farmers’ telephone rates from $10 to $12., and of course that stopped the 
increase for a short time, but I do not think it is going to injure us materially. 

Q. I suppose you found that you had to do that when you were in these difficulties 
that you spoke of a moment ago /—A. Yes. 

A. Do I understand that you intend to reduce your rates to $10 again ?—A. No, 
we do not intend to reduce them to $10. We are in hopes of extending our line, there 
is a continual call for instruments beyond our line. 

Q. Where do you get your instruments 2—A. We buy some of them in Chicago. 
And now we get the best instruments from the Mechanics’ Supply Company of Que- 
bec. They have the agency of the Sumter Telephone Manufacturing Company. 

Q. What do they cost you for each instrument ?—A. No answer. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. They are the Canadian agents for the United States firm ?—A. Yes, they are 
manufactured in the United States. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. What do they cost you when you buy them in the States ?—A. We do not buy | 


them in the States, but at Quebec, and they cost us $11.50 for each wall instrument, 
and for a desk instrument, $13.50 at Quebec. - 
' Q. All that you have to pay over that is freight 2A. Freight or express. 
Q. That is small ?—A. Very small. 
Q. Are they good instruments ¢—A. First-class, no better. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. They are manufactured in the States ¢—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Roche : 
Q. You buy from the Canadian agency of the American manufacturer ?—A. Yes. 
By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Do you connect with any other telephone company ¢—A. Yes. 
Q. Where ?—A. With the People’s Telephone Company, at Ascot, nine miles out 
of Sherbrooke. 
Q. Is that another private telephone company—the Sherbrooke company ?—A. A 
stockholders’ company. ~- 
Q. Do you call it the People’s Telephone Company of Sherbrooke ?—A. Yes. 
Q. And you connect with that one ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Which other one do you connect with ?—A. We connect with one that is called 
the Citizens, it is the French Brothers own it; I think they call it the Citizens. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. How many ’phones have they ?—A. I am not positive. 
Q. Is it a hundred ?—A. It is not a very big line. I should think they have 100 
or 150. 
By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. The People’s—have you any idea how many they have ?—A. I have not. 


Q. Any other one, Mr. Oughtred, besides these two?—A. No, sir. 
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Q. Do you connect with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Why ?—A. Well, when we built our. line we could not do anything with the 
Bell, and we signed a ten-year contract with the People’s Telephone Company, of Sher- 
brooke. At the present day we could connect with the Bell. 

Q. You can?—A. We could. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. And maintian your contract with the People’s?—A. No, I believe not. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Do they exact from you that in order to connect with them you have to abandon 
your own connections?—A. They have made us an offer to connect, but we have not 
got down to the terms very much yet, but they will connect providing we give up the 
People’s. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. Is that the only stipulation?—A. No. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. As a matter of fact you have no long-distance line?—A. Our long-distance wire 
is about 200 miles all told, a little over. 

Q. In the counties you have mentioned?—A. Yes. 

Q. In Compton, Wolfe, and a part of Beauce?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you have no line to Montreal?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Or to Vaudreuil or St. Hyacinthe or any of these towns around?2—A. No, sir. 

Q. And if any one of your subscribers wanted to use the long-distance they would 
have to go to the Bell, I imagine?—A. They would have to go to the Bell. 

Q. Have you your instruments in any of the railway companies’ stations or in 

public offices?—A. Yes, sir. 
' Q. Which ?—A. We have instruments in the Canadian Pacific Railway stations, a 
part of them, and we have instruments in the Maine Central, and we have them in the 
Quebec Central. 

Q. You have no difficulty at all in keeping your instruments in these different 
offices?—A. No, sir, we have not had, but we have understood that the report has gone 
through in the last two weeks that the Canadian Pacific Railway management are 
asking their agents on that line by what authority we were allowed to put the instru- 
ments in. 

Q. You have been told that?—A. We have been told that by the agents. 

Q. But you do not know it of your own knowledge?—A. No. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. How long have they been in the Canadian Pacific Railway offices?—A. I should 
think some of them have been in there four or five years, and some of them more per- 
haps. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. That was before the agreement between the Bell Company and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway was made?—A. I do not know. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. That $15 that you charge for what you call your long-distance connection 


Mr. Mactean.—It is for long-distance instrument, not long-distance connection ?— 


A. Ii is for long-distance instruments, yes. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Anyone using that long-distance instrument for which you charge $15—would 
they have to pay any toll money for connecting with the long-distance line?—A. Yes, 
sir, we charge a toll. It is the same thing no matter whether the subscriber has a long- 
distance or a short-distance instrument, we charge a toll of 10 cents to 25 cents, de- 
pending on the distance, for the long-distance connection. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. For the $15 you simply supply a long-distance instrument, which enables you 
to hear better over the long-distance?—A. Yes. 7 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. The long-distance instrument is better than the other one?—A. For long dis- 
tance work, but we give connection with two, three or four towns without any extra 
toll. , 

Q. Any one using your long-distance, whether he pays $15 or $12 a year, he has to 
pay toll?—A. Non-subscribers do you mean? 

Q. Subscribers?—A. Beyond our limit—I have here a schedule of the rates. 


The CHairMAN.—The schedule of their rates has been handed in. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. The way you do business is this : you have a number of local systems composing 
your whole system, and a man gets the use of a certain number of local lines or systems 
for this $12 annual fee, is not that right ?—A. He gets a certain distance each way 
from the central that he connects with without paying any extra toll whatever. 

Q. And if he wishes to go beyond that district he pays a toll ?—A. He pays a toll. 

Q. What is the lowest toll charged ?—A. Ten cents. 

Q. And the highest ?—A. Twenty-five cents, I think—there may be some cas 
where we connect with other systems where we charge 385 cents. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. There are some here on this schedule at 35 cents.—A. That is where we con- 
nect with other systems. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. You have 550 on the whole line, and 11 switches 2? How many are there in the 
largest central that you have ?—A. At Cookshire we have about 110 instruments. 

Q. And anybody of those 110 instruments can use that at one rate ?—A. Yes, and 
for 20 or 25 miles out, each way. 


aa 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. What do you call your long distance, where does it start, what you call your 
long distance ? 


The OnairMAN.—Beyond a zone, each subscriber is entitled to speak within his 
zone ?—A. Just let me call your attention to a part of that schedule at the bottom, if 
you please ? You see one clause here is where each subscriber at the rate of $10—we 
give them three centrals each way. That is, we give them their own central and two 
more centrals outside for $10. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. And these centrals would be how far, about ?—A. Some of them might be ten, 
and some of them thirty miles. We have some territory here where they get perhaps 
six or seven centrals, and some of them are ten and some twenty-five miles. ; 
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Q. What is the object of that 2~A. We give them too much territory perhaps for 
the price. The reason we dropped the Bell was they only gave us about our own town. 

Q. I see there is a discrimination between your subscribers, and those who are not 
subscribers, when they speak on the long distance telephone ?—A. Yes, 

Q. A difference of 50 per cent or how much is the difference 2—A. There is very 
little difference in the long-distance service, but in the local service where our sub- 
scribers pay no toll, we charge a toll of about 10 cents per message to non-subscibers, 


By Mr. Sproule : 


Q. For how long, 3 minutes or 5 ?—A. Five minutes’ conversation. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Ten cents for one, and how much for the other one ?—A. I do not understand. 
Q. You say you charge 10 cents 2—A. To non-subscribers. 
Q. Let me see that schedule please, I might have read that badly 2 


By the Chairman : 

Q. The subscriber is entitled for his annual fee to the full use of the telephone 
for a certain distance, but the non-subscriber will have to pay 10 cents to use the tele- 
phone within that radius ?—A. Yes. : 

Q. When the subscriber communicates beyond that limit he has also to pay for it, 
those rates that you were asking about, Mr. Bergeron, but the non-subscriber would 
have to pay to the subscriber for that extra service.—A. F or instance, from our terri- 
tory into the People’s territory, from the country into Sherbrooke, say, the subscriber 
has to pay 10 cents per message for 5 minutes’ conversation and the non-subscriber 
has to pay 15 cents. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. That is 50 per cent more, that is what I was asking you.—A. Yes, it is just 
about that for the tolls service, but understand me, the subscriber can reach quite a 
long distance into that territory, or very near into Sherbrooke without paying any 
toll, whereas the non-subscriber would have to pay toll if he uses the phone at all. 

Q. Why is there so much discrimination in rates, even with non-subscribers ? Is it 
on account of the distance, where does it start from 2? Do you calculate that from 
Marbleton or just some central place on your system ?—A. We have 11 centrals. 

Q. Which is the first central of all, there must be one, I imagine. It would be 
Marbleton. Is that the first one 2—A. Oh, no, our main office, the secretary’s office, 
&e., is at Sawyerville, but it is not the largest central. 

Q. Well then, when you charge to speak to Colebrooke to a subscriber 15 cents, 
and to a non-subscriber 35 cents, why is there such a difference there?—No answer. 

Q. Why is there such a difference in the price at Colebrooke, 15 cents for a sub- 
Scriber and 35 cents for a non-subscriber, is it on account of the distance?—_A. Tt is the 
same distance for a non-subscriber as it is for a subscriber, but our company have a 
contract with the telephone company at Colebrooke, which is on another company’s line. 

Q. Which company ?—A. I think it is called the Citizens, we call it the French 
Brothers’ ’phone. 

Q. It is one of the companies with which you have connecting arrangements ?— 
A. Yes, sir. We have arrangements with that company, and we give our subscribers a 
better rate than we do to non-subscribers, because we are allowed to do so, but we can- 
not conflict with the rates of other companies, we cannot make our rate so as to interfere 
with the rates of other companies that we connect with. - 

Q. The non-subscribers’ rates are fixed by the combine?—A. They are made by 
both companies. The 35 cents charge is for non-subscribers, of course we fix our own 
rates to suit ourselves. 


Q. 15 cents is the highest you charge to your subscribers, and the 35 cents for non- 
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subscribers is arranged by the three companies, I suppose yours and the other two?—A. 
We try not to conflict with the other companies as far as we can. 

Q. Is not that a very high price, 35 cents, to speak over such a small line as that ?— 
A. It is a matter of probably 90 miles. 

Q. 90 miles?—A. You will probably get a distance of 90 miles for the 35 cents, 
you cannot get that over the Bell. ' 

Q. Is that the longest distance on your telephone, on your long-distance line, would 
that be about the longest, 95 miles?—A. Yes, I think it would. 

Q. I suppose that is the reason why you meationed that distance, because it is the 
longest ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Your company is an incorporated company, for the purpose of meeting the 
local convenience, and to make money. You have made it as an investment in other 
words?—A. Yes, because of the accommodation, we wanted the *phone. 

Q. What is the total investment to date, you have roughly $10,000 paid up stock 
and a bonded indebtedness?—A. $9,700 of paid up stock, and $6,500 of bonded in- 
debtedness. 

Q. Your capital expenditure is a little over $16,000, and you have about 570 miles 
of wire, 550 subscribers divided into 11 systems, but in the central offices you connect 
each of these systems one with the other, is not that it? You have no central office 
where they all connect, but every system can connect one with the other?—A. We have 
rural districts each one of which has a central, and each central connects with one 
another, and we connect with other companies. 

Q. You have working arrangements with at least two other independent companies? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. But not with the Bell?—A. No. 

Q. And you have arranged a toll between these two companies?—A. Yes, sir, we 
fix our rate of toll. Here is a contract which we have with the People’s Telephone Com- 
pany at Sherbrooke. 

Q. I do not want that just now. You are in a certain number of railway stations, 
you are in the Canadian Pacific Railway stations, do they pay for that?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You put it in there?—A. If there is any district where it will afford accom- 
modation, sometimes the subscribers pay to have it put in. 

Q. You have not been able to get into the Grand Trunk stations?—A. They do 
not touch our territory at all. ‘ 

Q. Do you give a night service?7—A. No, just an emergency service. 

Q. You do give an emergency service?—A. Where the central is in a private resid- 
ence we can do it, but where we hire an office and hire a girl we cannot do it. 

Q. Is there a fairly good outlook for your company now?—A. I think so. 

Q. Do you see light ahead?—A. Yes. 

’ Q. And you will be able to continue the service at the present figures?—A. Yes, 1 
may say we have paid $1,000 of the bonded debt in the last year. 

Q. About connection with the Bell Company, you have not made an arrangement 
with them?—A. No. 

Q. But it would be a great advantage if the Bell Company interchanged service 
with you?—A. If our company could get a long-distance service by connecting with 
the Bell or any other company it would be a good thing. 

Q. That is, the key of the whole situation would be a law compelling all telephone 
companies to interchange business?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is the great desideratum in the telephone situation to-day in Canada, a 
general law compelling the interchange of business on reasonable tolls.—A. That is 
the greatest that I know of. 


Mr. W. J. OUGHTRED. 
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By Mr. Roche: 


Q. How many subscribers have the Bell Telephone Company in your town’?—A. 
You mean in the whole territory do you? | 

Q. No, just in Marbleton.—A. I think they have three or four. 

Q. You say they charge $15?—A. Yes. 

Q. They are residence ’phones are they?—A. They have very few residence 
*phones, it is most all business ’phones they have now. 

: Q. They have the same charge for business as residence?—A. I can’t at the present 
moment think of a residence ’phone they have there. 

Q. But you say they have diminished in the number of their subscribers ‘there, 
since they raised their rates, and your new company came into existence.—A. In our 
territory, as near as I can judge, they had all told 250 subscribers when our company 
started business. 

Q. That was in the district?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know how many they have now in the district?—A. Our lineman told 
me on Saturday that he thought they had somewhere between 40 and 50, [ am not posi- 
tive of course. . 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. I see by your tariff of rates here that you have subscribers who pay less than 
$12 or $15 a year?—A. By that $10 rate do you mean. 

Q. No. Have you no subscribers that pay less tnan $12 or $15 a year?—A. We did 
have them up till a short time, some six or eight months since but we have rescinded 
that $10 price, and it is $12 now with the exception of ministers, priests, &c., and we 
give them a $10 rate all over. 

Q. The rates given above apply only to subscribers who pay a yearly rental of $12 
or $15 and other subscribers who pay less than above. That is the one you have just 
mentioned, I imagine?—A. Since that was printed we have recinded that $10 rate 
altogether. That schedule was got up when we had a $10 rate but we have practically 
now no $10 with the exception I have mentioned. f 

Q. The rates given above apply only to subscribers who pay a yearly rental of 
from $12 to $15?—A. That is all we have now. 

Q. Yes, but this is not since you had the $10 rate, because it is marked here 
$12 to $15 2—A. Yes, but it is like this we have yearly contracts, or half yearly 
contracts with subscribers and we could not bring that into force until all those con- 
tracts had expired. As fast as the $10 rate expires we place them on the $12 or $15 
rate if they want a long-distance box. I think all the $10 contracts have now expired. 

Q. So this last part of this last paragraph here might be struck out which says that 
the operators will collect ten cents in addition?—A. Yes, that could be struck out. 

— Q. By this second paragraph here, I understand you have arrangements with 
these two other companies here, the Citizens and the Peoples’ of Sherbrooke which as 
a matter of fact, is a combine between the three companies?—A. Is a combine? 

Q. Is a combine between these three companies for the purposes of arranging 
charges upon the long-distance lines. You have agreed to certain rates which you 
cannot break?—A. No, sir, we have no regular agreement with regard to certain rates. 
What I mean is this, the Citizens’ Company down in New Hampshire, have a stated 
rate back on our territory and we try as far as we can to have the same rate back on 
to their territory, because if a man holding an instrument in New Hampshire, a 
traveller who is going backwards and forwards, he generally likes to know that we 
charge the same rate if he wants to telephone back to his home, as he has to pay if 
when he is at home he wants to telephone to our territory. We have no specified agree- 
_Taent as to tolls. . 

Q. I was asking you a moment ago why there was such a discrimination in th 
long-distance rates, I wa3 talking here of Oolbrooke where to your subscribers you 
charge 15 cents and to the non-subscribers 35 cents and your answer was that there was 
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an arrangement between the Citizens’ Company and yourself and that you could not 
charge less than 35 cents for non-subscribers, but that you could charge whatever you 
liked for your own. That implies that there is an understanding between you or an 
agreement ?—A. If I implied that it is not correct, because we have no regular arrange- 
ment, we worked with both these companies but we fix our own rates, each company. 
The People’s Telephone Company gives us access all over their territory free. We 
give the People’s Company access to our subscribers and all over our territory free and 
it is the same with the Citizens’. But the People’s Telephone Company regulates what 
rates their subscribers shall pay when they go beyond their territory and we the 
QGanadian Telephone Company do the same, and the Citizens’ Telephone Company do 
the same but we try to make them uniform. For instance, we charge our subscribers, 
if they are not too far away from Sherbrooke, and that is the principal telephone 
centre. We charge them a rate of ten cents. 

Q. That is to your own subscribers ?—A. To our own subscribers. If the Peo- 
ple’s Telephone Company come into our territory and telephone back, we charge the 
People’s subscribers a toll rate of 15 cents, because in the same way our subscribers 
have to pay 15 cents. Any of our subseribers, of the Canadian Telephone Company, 
if they go into Sherbrooke, the People’s Company charge them a rate of 15 cents to 
speak back home. 

Q. As a matter of fact there is an arrangement, there is harmony—lI am only 
asking you as a matter of opinion, there is an arrangement between the three com- 
panies for the charges to non-subscribers who want a telephone on a long distance line ? 
__A. If there is an arrangement it is a verbal arrangement—just to be agreeable. 

Q. As a matter of fact, it is the same price for all three companies.—A. We try 
to get it as near as we can. c 

Q. When I was asking whether you could not charge less than 35 cents for Col- 
brooke, you said it was because the other companies charged the same 2—A. We prefer 
to have the same charges if we can, we get as near as we ean, but we are not bound 
to anything. 

Q. You tell us you have instruments in the railway station?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are there any instruments of any other company in the same station with your 
instruments, are there some stations where your instruments, and the Citizens’ and the 
People’s or the Bell’s might be in the same station?—A. I think that there is only one 
railway that there are both instruments ‘n. But I would not be positive, although I 
think it is only in one, and that is the Maine Central. 

Q. In the others you are alone 2—A. I think so, as far as I know. There may be 
one or two, but I do not think so in our territory. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. How many ©. P. R. stations are there in your territory 2—A. Four, I think, 


and some in the freight shed. 
Q. And they have not ordered you out yet 2—A. Not yet. 


By Mr. Miller : 

Q. You say that until the last two or three years your company was in good shape 
and paying a five per cent dividend, but during the last two years the line has got into 
bad condition and pays no dividends, but you expect to pay a small dividend this year ? 
Can you tell us how it was that your line got into bad condition, and the company got 
‘nto a bad fiscal condition? To what was that condition principally due 2—A. 
Well, I might say that it was trying to do a $25,000 business on $10,000 capital, and it 
was perhaps due in some respect to poor management, giving a little too much terri- 
tory free and to opposition, of course. ° 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. And buying experience 2—A. And buying experience. 
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for in making that offer and particularly what arrangements they offered to you as to 
rates for connection ?—A. I have not the letter here, to give it exactly, but I will give 


By the Chairman : 

Q. Was it in writing 2—A. We got it in writing a year or two ago, but the 
local manager of the Bell Company called at my office some time during the winter 
when I was away, and I ealled upon him, but we did not get at anything very definite 
lately. But their offer at that time was a fair one with one or two exceptions. They 
have what they call toll long distance lines, pretty nearly all over our territory, and 
they wanted to retain these long distance lines for their own use, We, I understand, 
were to have the use of them for a certain stated amount, I cannot tell you exactly 
what that was, but they wanted to retain the tolls from these long distance lines. How- 
ever, their offer was not too bad, and I think we could have got to terms only some of 
our directors at that time, it was just before our difficulties, signed a contract with 
the People’s Telephone Company for ten years for a good and efficient service, which 
we have not had as yet, and if we had connected with the Bell we would have had to 
break it. . 

Q. You were not in a position to break the agreement with the Peoples’ ?—A. We 
did not like to. : 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. The Bell Company wanted to make an exclusive agreement?—A. Certainly. 
They would do so in their own interests. 


By Mr. Miller: 
Q. Do you remember what offer they made to you in the case of one of your sub- 
scribers, talking over your line to Montreal say, or Ottawa; what rate they should col- 
lect or the rate they should charge you?—A. I could not remember the rates exactly. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
_ Q. They did not offer to connect with you, did they ?—A. Yes, they offered to 
connect. 


By Mr. Miller: 

_  Q. Did you consider their rates were exorbitant?—A. Provided they would give 
us the right percentage of the toll lines, it would be all right, but if we were connected 
with them, right where their toll line went through we would get nothing you might 
say, except our yearly rentals, and we would have to keep everything in repair, and we 
would get none of the tolls. 

Q. When you connected with their toll lines they wanted the tolls?—A. They 
wanted the tolls. 

Q. The whole of it?—A. The whole of it. Our tolls in the past year would amount 
to Just about $1,200, which practically pays the cost of our exchange offices. 

Q. And if you connected with the Bell people you would be out that revenue ?— 
A. Yes, the biggest part of it, of course. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. How many rural instruments ean conveniently be worked on the same lines ?— 
A. I think when you get beyond eight or ten it is a perfect nuisance. 
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Q. You think eight or ten can be satisfactorily worked on the same line?—A. Yes. 

Q. What do you estimate is the cost per mile of a line that will.enable eight or ten 
‘nstruments to be worked properly?—A. Do you mean just for the wire, or the in- 
struments ? 

Q. I mean the total cost. You may separate if you like the cost of the instru- 
ment from the poles and wires and the insulators. Give it to me which ever way you 
like. What I desire to ascertain is the capital expenditure required to equip say one 
mile of line, and we will suppose that there are eight customers or subscribers upon 
that one line. That will mean eight snstruments one mile of wire, and the poles and 
everything to place it in complete working order for the operation of those eight in- 
struments. What would the total cost be?—A. It would cost about $45 for the mile 
equipped, with the exception of the instrument. Then, of course, one instrument would 
cost $11.50, added to that, and adding $11.50 for each and every instrument that was 
attached on the same mile of line. 

Q. That will be $92.50 for eight instruments at $11.50 each?—A. And $45. 

Q. That means $187. Do you mean to say that you can erect a mile of wire, a 
telephone line with poles and all for $45, thirty poles you say is the minimum number? 
—A. We have done it. The poles that we use in the rural districts, are not over 20 to 
92 feet high and four inches across the top, and they usually go through territory where 
it is very handy to get the poles out. They generally go through territory where there 
are cedar swamps near; we got them very reasonable. 

Q. That is to say that a line can be constructed so cheaply as that?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then why do you not extend your line in the rural districts and get more farm- 
ers in?—A. We have extended our line in the last six years, from 329 instruments to 
over 500. 

_ To 514 I see by the report?—A. Well, that was last year, it is 550 now. 
_ Are you extending it now 1—A. Yes. 

Q. This year, since that report (—A. Yes. 

Q. Have your subscribers ‘nereased since that report?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is your total number now?—A. I should think about 550. 


OO 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Might I make a suggestion about that ‘llustration line? You said about ten to 
the mile? If you remember you said you could put about three on the mile,-and it will 
make a mileage of 3 miles for ten ordinary farmers’ instruments. 

The CrairMaN.—yYes, but even that $45 a mile is a rather low amount. At two 
to the mile it would mean four miles of line for eight ’phones. 

Mr. Maciean.—It would be $300 for a good farmers’ service for four miles.—A. 
We built our lines very cheaply, because the farmers were so anxious to get the line 
through their settlements that they gave the poles in some instances in order to get 
the line through there. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. At all events these figures you have named, I think, they may be under the 
mark a little bit, $45 a mile for the line, and the instrument besides about the cost of 
which there is no doubt, but these figures fairly approximate to the cost of a cheap 
rural practical working telephone line 2—A. Yes. 

Q. They do ?—A. Yes, of course in the villages they cost more. 

Q. Then what is the cost of maintaining such a line per annum. Have you had 
long enough experience to be able to give us the average cost over a term of years ? 
How many years have you been in the business ?—A. About eight years. 

Q. That is your total experience ?—A. Yes, sir. I might say that we pay our 
operators about 25 to 30 per cent at the villages. 

Q. But you would not have operators for this rural line we are speaking about 4— 
A. They all reach to their nearest central office. 
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Q. In that case you would have to send a repairer along.—A, Yes. 

Q. I do not understand you can speak over your wires to Montreal ? Js that cor- 
rect ? You have no connection beyond Sherbrooke %—A, We have Coaticooke and 
some other towns. 

Q. Do you find that there is any inconvenience to your subscribers by reason of 
your not being able to speak to Montreal @—A. Yes, there is a very great inconvenience. 

Q. Many of them would like to speak to places beyond the systems with which you 
work ¢—A, Practically all the Bell instruments that are in existence in our territory 
to-day are used by business men who must have the long distance service, the Bell is 
no use for local service, 

Q. You mean a service that reaches beyond your system ’—A. Beyond ours and 
the People’s. I mean connection with Montreal, where they do their business, 

Q. Why do you not connect with the Bell system and interchange traffic 7—A, 
Well, the directors of our company could not just agree. 

Q. You have not been able to make an agreement with the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany ‘—A. No we have not been able to come to terms as yet. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. What is the switch-board capacity of your 11 central stations ?—A. From 10 to 
100. 

Q. Are they all the same or do they vary at the different stations ¢—A. They vary. 

Q. Some less and some more ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Not more than 100 and not less than 50, I suppose ?—A. Oh, yes, we have them 
down as small as ten. 

Q. But none over 100 2—A. No. 


Witness discharged, 


Wim Wank, called and sworn. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Where do you live, Mr. Wade?—A. In the township of Brighton, three miles 
north of the village. 

Q. Have you any connection with any telephone company?—A. Not any. 

Q. Have you any experience of any telephone company in your district?—A. None, 
except My own. ; 

Q. What is your company?—A. It is not a coinpany, it is a personal affair, T 
own it. 

Q. Describe it, please—A. Shall I start at the commencement ? 

Q. Yes, tell us your story—A. In 1892 or 1893 T had a son a doctor who started 
business in Brighton. Of course, I wanted telephone connection with him. T applied 
to the Bell agent there in the village to get connection, as their line ran past my house, 
and the best I could do with them was $40 a year. Well, of course, that did not suit me. 
I went at it and built a line, put it up, and it did not cost me much more than that, to 
connect. my house with my son and with my son-in-law. 

Q. What length of mileage?—A. Three miles, 

Q. What did it cost you?—A. About $25 a mile. 

Q. Go on with your story—A. Then, when I got it there the people in the section 
of Hilton, near by, one and a half miles north, almost insisted that I should run it out 
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there, it was so convenient to eall a doctor. I had it then in Dr. Dean’s, so I ran on to 
Hilton, about one and a half miles. Then they were very anxious that I should go on 
to Newcombe’s mnills, now Holland. Then the people of Wooler were very anxious. The 
Bell wag not in there, so J ran my line down to Wooler. Then they were very anxious 
to get it at Stockdale, in the township of Murray. That was % miles further, so I con- 
tracted for poles at 30 cents a pole, delivered on the road, as quick as I could get the 
poles on the road. The Bell started up and came in for nothing to Wooler. I suppose 
they thought they would stop me from going on, but my line went on. Then there is 
a section in the township of Murray four miles away, where there is no connection with 
the post office or in any other way. They were very anxious I should put a line up 
there. I said, ‘you get up the poles and I will run my line up there.’ They have a post 
office there called Maple View, I think. I rent it out, and since that I put in a ’phone 
in a cheese factory, and at Powell’s Corners, so that line has three ’phones. Then I 
built a line to Codrington and Warkworth, then I ran a branch from my place to 
Fdville, where Mr. Cochrane lives, or 20 rods from his house, and put it in the post 
office. Then I put on a button switch in my own house, and I have an extension bell, 
and whenever I want to connect with the main line, all that they have to do is to call 
me up at my place and T switch them on just by turning a little switch, when they call 
the main line to call the doctor or anyone they want. I have another line running from 
Brighton to Smithfield, 4 miles east-of Brighton, and I have another line west of Brigh- 
4on to a saw-mill, but since that the saw-mill has been moved away and my line is taken 
down. That is about a mile out of the village. The extent of my line is about 50 miles. 


By Mr. Maclean: . 
Q. How many ’phones have you?—A. About 30 odd ’phones. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. What do you charge 7—A. $10 a year. 
Q. How long have you been in the business ?—A. Since 1893. 
Q. How is it paying you 9A. It has not paid me very much. There is just one 
drawback, I cannot get into the railway stations. 
Q. Have you tried 2—A. No, they have refused 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Have you got the letters 2—A. No, I have not tried for some years. 


By the Chatrman: 
Q. What about long-distance connections?—-A. I cannot get any. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. That is, with the Bell 2—A. I would not have any with the Bell. There is no 
satisfaction, they would want me to give everything up and let them run the business. 
Q. You would lke to get connection?—A. Yes, my idea is this: Every muni- 
cipality should control their own local system and connect with the trunk line, and we 
would be all right. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. You are familiar with the rural districts of Ontario. Can you tell me what 
would be a fair estimate of the average cost to the farmers of Ontario to have a tele- 
phone ?—A. Ten dollars will pay. it all right, I think. Of course, mine is built cheaper 
perhaps than some of the rest. For instance, when I found I was going a little far- 
ther with my telephone I bought a cedar swamp from a man, 

Q. How many instruments have you got ?—A. Thirty-three. 

Q. An average of $10 per year t—A. Yes. 
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Q. And tolls besides 2—A. Yes, I am connected in Brighton with the telegraph 
office, and my line is used to telephone messages from that office. 

Q. Is the Bell Company competing with you in this district 2—A. Oh, yes, they 
have been lately. 

Q. To what extent ?—A, They have put one in at Codrington. 

Q. Have they as many instruments as you ?—A. No, 

Q. What do they charge 7—A, $15, 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. What is the total of your investment ?—A. About $1,500. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. When you spoke of $10 a year for farmers’ telephones, what distance would that 
cover?’—A. You see, we connect with the farmers, quite a number of them, with a 
switch, say at Wooler. I have one farmer who has a hotel, which connects with the 
central office, and it goes through there and down to his house, where he has a *phone. 
He has two ’phones. I have him connected there, and I have one farmer out there, 
two miles out, Mr. Astley Terrell, who was down here in connection with the post 
office. The Postmaster General will remember him. He wanted 4t private, and my 
line was going to his place, and I ran an extra line from his house to Wooler and con- 
nected him on the switch. The Bell had a *phone in there, and when he got a message 
over the Bell Company—and it is only about 10 rods—they would not take it to the 
other office, where they could take it to his house. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. What countryman are you, Mr. Wade?—A. Born in England and brought up 
in Oanada. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. To summarize it, you have erected about 50 miles of line, and it has cost you 
about $1,500?—A. Yes. 

Q. That would average $30 a mile? Does that include instruments ’—A. Yes. 

Q@. Does that include the total capital outlay ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And that serves 30 subscribers a year ?—A. Yes, there are over 30. 

Q. It averages over 30 for each subscriber ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. It would be a fine profit-making concern for the Bell people, if they took your 

business over?—A. We think it would. 

Q. Yet they are a company incorporated for the general advantage of Canada, for 
the benefit of the people, and they refused to give you connection, except under their 
own conditions?—A. That is it. The Bell Company would not have one instrument 
in Brighton, if we could get into the station, There are the two hotels, which have 
to connect with the station. There are two liveries, and they have connection with 
the station, and as the Bell Company is the only one that can get into the station, they 
have to have the Bell ’phone. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. What instrument do you use?—A. The last ones were the Ness, McLennan & 
Bate, of Montreal, and we have had instruments from John Starr & Son, of Halifax. 


Of course, we get a good deal cheaper instrument. 
Q. How much have you had to pay ?—A. I have had to pay $17, and we get them 


now for $12 from the other side. 
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By the Chairman: 

Q. How many independent ’phones are there ir. Brighton ?—A. The independent 
phones in Brighton are 29 or 30, and 15 Bell. These are private ‘phones. Some men 
have three, some have five or six. The independent, phones cost them, I believe, $15. 
They are a fine ’phone, and everything works well. 

Q. Are your subscribers entitled to speak over the whole system?—A. The whole 
system ? 

Q. For $10 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What do non-subscribers pay?—A. Fifteen cents a message. 

Q. All through your system?—A. Unless it is a short distance; from Brighton to 
Smithfield. 

Q. Your subscribers pay nothing except the annual fees?—A. That is all. 


The witness was then discharged. 


Turspay, May 2, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


The OnamMman.—Dr. Doan, who was examined yesterday, was requested to remain 
over to answer some questions that we omitted to put to him yesterday. 


' Dr. Doan, recalled and sworn. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Dr. Doan, can you give us an estimate of the cost of constructing rural tele- 
phone lines?—A. I can in our locality. 

Q. That is in Middlesex?—A. In Middlesex, yes. Of course, it would vary accord- 
ing to the soil you had to dig through. We have to import our poles, and have them 
shipped in. This is placing a high estimate, I think, on the cost of the line. Poles 25 
feet long and 53 inches at the top and over, free on board the cars, would cost $1.25 each. 


By Mr. Burrows: 

Q. Whereabouts is that? Where do you get them at that price?—A. You could get 
them at Owen Sound, and you could get them at Shelburne, and at other points. 

Q. Cedar poles?—A. Cedar poles, peeled to within 43 feet of the bottom. Freight ~ 
will average about 25 cents apiece. Teaming from the train to the road 15 cents each; 
digging the hole and planting the pole 50 cents; two insulators, side blocks, and nails 
for the same 10 cents. That would make the pole ready for the wire $2.25. At 30 poles 
per mile that is $67.50. The wire would be 320 lbs., at 3 cents a lb., $9.60. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Does that give you a return wire ?—A. That is a return wire, two wires, about 
160 lbs. to the mile of single wire, and stringing the same and placing the necessary 
guys along the road, $10. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. Per mile?—A. Per mile. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. This is all per mile?—A. This is all per mile. That will give a total per mile 
$87.10. ; 
Dr. WARREN DOAN. 
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Q. To which you have to add instruments ‘—A. To which we would have to add 
the instruments. 

Q. Can you give us an estimate of the cost of running a rural telephone line with 
and without a switch-board ?—A. Well, without the switch-board our line was 18 miles 
in length and we-had 19 instruments. We ran that for a year and a half, making an 
assessment of $1.50 per instrument, and that paid the cost, : : 

— Q. Of maintenance? —A. Of maintenance for the year and a half. 
Q. And since you have had that switch-board in your house?—A. It cost $2 an 
instrument per year. : 

Q. Extra?’—A. For the maintenance, . 

Q. I meant working expenses. when I spoke of maintenance, Do you include in 
your answer working expenses?—A. There was virtually no working expenses, 

Q. Just maintaining the structure?—A. Yes. 

Q: With a switch-board added, the subscribers pay $2 each for its convenience ?— 
A. The cost of maintenance for the last four months of the year 1904 was $23.83. 

Q. For the whole 18 miles?—A.Yes. There were about 22 miles when we had to 
put our switch-board in. 

Q. For 22 miles?—A. Yes, for 22 miles. 

Q. That is something like $1 a mile?—A. Something like $1 a mile. 

Q. Does that include taxation, or are you subject to taxation?!—A. No, it does not 
include taxation. We are subject according to an Act that was passed at the last session 
of the Ontario legislature to a taxation of $185 a mile as soon as our line exceeds 25 
miles in length. 

Q. And under that are you not subject to taxation?—A. Well, yes, we are now. 
We were not last year. 

Q. But under the law are you not liable to taxation if your line is less than 25 
miles?’—A. I don’t understand it that way. 

Q. You made a reference to $135 per mile.—A. If we exceed 25 miles we are liable 
to a tax of $185 per mile. 

Q. Well, what is it if you do not exceed 25 miles?—A. There is no taxation. 

Q. That is what I was asking you. This taxation has to be considered.—A. In 
the running expenses. . ) | 

Q. Well, $135 per mile is what you are taxed?—A. For one set of wires. 

Q. And you say that is an excessive rate?—A. An excessive rate where our line 


_ would not exceed in cost say $87 or $90 at the outside. 


Q. Well, it is a flat rate, I suppose, for the whole province ?—A. No, there are 
variations. In towns and cities they are assessed on their income. 
Q. Well, we will have to turn up the Act and see. Dr. Doan, has the Bell Tele- 


phone Company co-operated with you in the construction of lines or has it in any 


way impeded you in construction ?—A. It has impeded us to a certain extent, espe- 


cially from Springfield towards Harrietsville. The people of Springfield were talking 


of joining us in forming our association and running a line to Springfield. The Bell 
people stepped in and offered to build ten miles of line if they would guarantee ten 
subscribers at $15 a subscriber, and they succeeded in getting six or seven subscribers 
right in the village of Springfield and three in the rural section. ‘That stopped our 
development that way so far. 
Q. Are they seeking to develop their system through there ?—A. Not since then. 
Since that line was installed there has been nothing further done. 
Q. They are not pushing their business 7—A. They are not pushing their business. 
Q. They just pushed it enough to not make it worth your while to extend ?—A. 
To make it not worth our while. They stopped our efforts for the time being. It 
also happened at Dorchester station. The Bell Company put in a toll station there, 
but before they could do that, the people at Dorchester station had to raise a subscrip- 
tion of $150 of a bonus to give to the Bell people, and then they had to sign a contract 
guaranteeing a $100 business for three years—$100 per year. They only had one in- 
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strument in Dorchester, while a majority of those that contributed towards the bonus 
of $150 have our instruments in, but they have no switching connection with the Bell 
people. : 

©. Well, as the result of your experience you say that a reasonable and satisfac- 
tory telephone system can be established at a cost per mile of single wire, including 
instruments, for how much ? You have just given us the detailed cost ? Add on to 


‘that say two instruments per mile—A. Well, this is a metallic circuit. This is a two- 


wire line. 

Q. Well, just give us the total sum please, and add on whatever you think neces- 
sary.—A. Two instruments per mile ? 

Q. Yes, we will suppose there are two instruments per mile.—A. It could be built 
per mile at an average of two instruments per mile for $122.10. 

Q. Including two instruments ?—A. Including two instruments. 

Q. How much are you allowing as the cost of the two instruments 2@—A. I am 
allowing $16. 

Q. Per instrument ?—A. Per instrument, which makes $32 for the two, and $3 for 
installing the same. | 

Q. Are these inferior instruments ’—A. No, sir; they are the best that can be 
got, or as good as can be got. 

Q. Good for long distance ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And short distance ?—A. Yes. 

Q. For all distances ?—A. For all distances. 

Q. And the cost of maintenance per mile without a switchboard would be about 
$1 2—A. About $1.50 per mile, barring accidents from lightning. 

Q. How long would those poles last ?—A. Those poles would last from 20 to 25 
years. 

Q. It depends on the soil ?—A. It depends upon the soil, and in our ordinary soil 
they should last from 20 to 25 years, and the wires should last that long. We have no 
smoke or anything of that kind to rust them, and the manufacturers claim their in- 
struments will last that long if not longer. 


The witness was then discharged. 


Mr. J. H. Winfield, Halifax, was called and sworn. 


By the Chatrman : 

Q. Mr. Winfield, you are the manager of the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, I 
believe ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you give us an account of the origin and development of that company ?— 
A. Well, about 18 years ago the telephone business was first started in the Maritime 
provinces. I think it was started by the Bell Company—lI have not any personal know- 
ledge on the matter except what I have bzard—and shortly after the Bell Company 
started operations a local company was formed in opposition to them. After a short 
fight the Bell Company sold out to the local company, which was the Nova Scotia 
Telephone Company. Some time after that, a local company was formed in New 
Brunswick in opposition to the Nova Scotia Company and the latter sold out their 
holdings in New Brunswick to the New Brunswick Telephone Company, simply re- 
serving the Province of Nova Scotia for themselves. Since that time the company has 
gone on developing and covering the country with a network of telephone lines, till 
I think to-day we have perhaps the best telephone province in the Dominion, or pretty 
nearly so. I noticed in Mr. Dagger’s evidence before the committee the other day, 


-that he stated there was only one telephone to every 122 of the population in Nova 


Scotia, whereas it is one to 74. I think that compares very favourably with any other 


district. 
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Q. Has there been any increase in the number of your subseribers within the last 
two years?—A. They are increasing at the rate of about 300 a year. 

Q. Mr. Dagger gave an estimate for a period of some two years ago, whereas you 
are speaking of to-day?’—A. I am speaking of to-day, but two years ago it would have 
been about one telephone to 85 of the population. 

Q. One to 85, yes?—A. That is a great difference.* There is a great difference be- 
tween one telephone to 85 people and one telephone to 122 people. 

Q. Mr. Dagger says his figures were taken from the Dominion statistician’s report ! 
—A. Well, there are about 25 or 80 companies in Nova Scotia and only one that I know 
of makes any report. 

Q. Is your company a joint stock company ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it working under the control of the Bell Telephone Company?—A. No. 

Q. Is it independent of that company?—A. Entirely. 

Q. What is your capital? Have you got the financial statement with you?—A. 
Yes. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. I understood you to say there are about 30 companies in Nova Scotia?—A. I 
am speaking roughly, I have a list here. 
Q. Will you produce it, please?—A. Yes, sir. 


Exhibit No. 68. 


LIST OF TELEPHONE COMPANIES IN NOVA SCOTIA, WITH APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF TELEPHONES 
OPERATED BY EACH. 


The Nova Scotia Telephone et te SS ea ee Spit 


Eastern Telephone Company, Ltd.. ne RRR eh er ae 923 
Valley Telephone Company, Ltd.. See Ss. 700 
Queen’s County Telephone eravesnee rita. eee ae 180 
Central Telephone Company, Ltd.. .. 25 
Yarmouth Amalgamated Telephone oman. Tide 235 
Westport and Digby Telephone Company, Ltd.. .. .. 15 
Barrington Telephone Company... -..... are 20 
SY atte Le eC NOT MOCTIDANY. 0 5 kis p sie a's siecle 9 12 
Min iilelids | SleOUONe COMPANY se os los cas bs tis 8 eee 15 
@hieveric | elephone, Company, Lid... .. -. «. 2 22 e 15 
Maitland and Noel Telephone Company... ........ = he) 
New Hoss Telephone Company, Lid..°.. .. .. «+ «3 3 
Bass River Telephone Company... .. ; eps? 5 
Elmsdale, Gore and Rawdon Telephone Gepany: gtieeas 10 
Economy and Five Islands Telephone Company.. .. .. 8 
Parrsboro’ Shore Telephone Company.. ........- 120 
(Conm a Milla, Lelophone, Company ... 9.5, 26 oe 28, ie 0% 12 
Wallace Bay Telephone Company... .. .... -. «+ -- 13 
Fox Harbour Telephone Company... <2 2.) 6. e215 os 15 
Woentwetii Lorepnone- COMmpany. a). ee a ee ot 10 
Hammonds Plains Telephone Conpre ay 8 
Antigonish and Sherbrooke Telephone eee, iene 60 
Cumberland Telephone Company... .. .- 2. » ees 250 
Petar, Lelspbote WOMAN y . -o tise stuyccks cisco ss ros 6 

6,181 


One to every 74 inhabitants. 


Q. So the result of the operations of that year was to pay 6 per cent interest, to 
lay up $10,000, to increase your profit and loss account by about $2,500 ?—A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. That is about right 2—A. Of course, that $10,000 depreciation means the 
actual depreciation on the plant. 
_ Q. Does it? I see. Well, can you tell us how many instruments there are in centres 
like cities, towns, and villages, and how many in what we call the rural districts ?— 
A. Well, that is a very difficult question to answer. I have a list of the different com- 
panies in the province, with tke approximate number of telephones in each, and most 
of these companies are rural companies. Our own company is not a rural company. 

Q. You do not cater to the rural business 2—A. Well, we have not any of it, we 
cannot get it. We have tried to get the farmers in our own section of the country 
to take the telephone but they do not want to pay for them. I will give you an in- 
stance. We built a line from Pictou to Durham, which is practically the most pros- 
perous farming section in Pictou county, and we endeavoured to get the farmers to 
come in and take telephones at $20 a year. The most we could get was three on this 
ten miles of line. We offered to do it for $15 and we could not get any more. After 
the thing had been running two or three years we made an inquiry and we found there 
would be half a dozen farmers in one place clubbing together at $1 apiece, and they 
were all getting the benefit of the service. That is the way they do down our way. 
We were giving a telephone service to some 60 or 70 farmers for $60 a year. 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. Well then, they do want the telephone all right 2A. They wanted it but they 
were not prepared to pay for it. Of course, the greater part of our country is not a 
farming country, that is the section of the country we cover. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Still you have people living in rural districts who are engaged in farming ?-- 
A. Well, we will go along our line 15 miles without seeing a house in some places. 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. It is a bush country 2—A, Yes, lumbering and mining principally. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. What is the reason your company is not catering to rural telephone people ?— 
A. We are not catering because we have not got the business. These other companies 
that we have encouraged to start up and build in districts that are not covered by our 
lines are most of them rural companies, 

Q. You appear to have invested some of your capital in stock of other companies ? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. What companies are those ?—A. Well most of them are rural companies that 
we have assisted to start by taking stock. In some sections of a country that are not 
covered by our lines, the people would come to us and say : ‘ We want to get telephone 
connection. Will you build or will you give us connection if we build 2? We agree to 
do so. If they build themselves they can do it’ cheaper and we give them a start and 
assist them. 

«. You encourage rural lines ?—A. We go so far as to sell them supplies and all 
the instruments they will need for the construction of the lines, at cost, in order to 
encourage them. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. You take stock 2—A. And we sometimes take stock in them as part payment. 
In some cases we do not get a dividend, but having the rural lines is an advantage in 
connection with our system. It brings long-distance business at practically no cost 
to us. 
By the Chairman : 
Q. They gather business for you; they are agents for you ?—A. If we have to 
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build the line for 20 or 30 farmers in the country, it may be 15 miles out, and we have 


_ got to send out a man with a wagon to fix a little break which will cost about $6 or 


more. If a farmer owns a line and there is a break perhaps right outside his door, he 


will climb up the pole and fix it himself, and it does not cost him anything. That is 


where the farmers can run a line a great deal cheaper than we can. In the matter 
of poles, they are much better off. They don’t figure their time as anything, and they 
can get them out and erect them on the co-operatve plan, whereas we have to import 
poles from Quebec, and it costs a great deal of money to take them down. 


By Mr. Burrows : 


Q. What are your rates in the city of Halifax ?—A. Forty-five dollars for busi- 
ness telephones and $30 for residents. — 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Here, Mr. Winfield, is a list that is furnished of the different telephone com- 
panies operating in -A. In Nova Scotia ? 
(Documents filed and marked Exhibit No. 68.) 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. Have you connection with all these companies ?—A. All of them directly or 


indirectly. Some of them we have to go through one to get to another. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Exhibit 68 is a list of the telephone companies operating in Nova Scotia ’— 


A. Yes. y 
Q. Is this the complete list?—A. As far as I know. There may be some others 
that I do not know of out in the backwoods somewhere. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. How many of these roughly have you shares in ?—A. I think we have shares in 
about 7 or 8 of them. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. This list contains the names of 25 companies and these companies have 6,181 
subscribers ? This is correct, is it 7A. It is correct, as far as I know. It is approxi- 
mately correct; some of them may be out two or three. 

Q. But as far as you know, this is a complete list ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Of the com-anies operating in Nova Scotia ?—A. In Nova Scotia. 

Q. Some operate, I suppose, in rural districts ?—A. Well, I think there has been 
one omitted which I have just thought of, the Westport & Digby. Oh yes, I have it 
here. Q. Are these operating in cities, towns and villages ?—A. Some of them, yes. 

Q. They are to some extent in rural districts 7—A. Yes. 

Q. To what extent in rural districts /—A. I can show you a map. (Produces a 
map.) That will give you a better idea. This is Halifax, (pointing to map). 

Q. Yes.—A. And this represents our line to Truro, New Glasgow, Pictou and to 
the Strait of Canso. We come down here to Bridgewater and from there to Windsor, 
up this way to Amherst. Now, there is a rural company goes yvight along this shore 
right around through to Amherst with eross-connection lines all through. There is 
another one scattered round in this section in Cumberland county. There are three 
private lines centering at Pugwash, two or three at Wallace and quite a large company 
started up last year in Guysboro’ county which connects with us at Antigonish. 

Q. Just go over to the map and explain to the committee the ramifications of the 
telephone system of Nova Scotia ?—A. This is Halifax. These lines practically repre- 
sént our own, we have some of the other company’s in but not all. Our lines go from 


Halifax through to Truro and thence to New Glasgow and the Strait of Canso, where 
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we connect with the Eastern Telephone Company of Cape Breton, another branch going 
through to Amherst where we connect with the New Brunswick Telephone Company. 
We have another line along the shore from Amherst to Pictou, another line from Hali- 
fax to Windsor, another from Halifax to Bridgewater. At Bridgewater or a few miles 
out of Bridgewater we connect with the Queen’s County Telephone Company, which 
operates all through Queen’s county and serves several towns, Liverpool, Shelburne 
aud some other places. They also connect with two or three other companies. Finally 
we get to Yarmouth. Then there is the Central’ Telephone Company from Bridge- 
water to Middleton. This is a rural line to Middleton. ‘ihen there is another telephone 
line which operates from Windsor to Digby and the Cheverie Telephone Company goes © 
from Windsor half way to Truro. There is another company whose name I forget 
which goes from Truro to meet this Cheverie line. There is another one from Elmsdale 
to West Gore, another from Stewiacke down to Ship’s Harbour, and another one from 
Brookfield to upper Stewiacke. All these people connect with us. Then there is still 
another one from Parrsboro’ covering a great section of Cumberland county coming 
into here and going into Amherst. The Cumberland Telephone Company has a great 
many lines all through the county of Cumberland. There are also four or five lines, 
about 15 to 20 miles long, connecting at Pugwash and Wallace. There is another com- 
pany formed a year ago at Antigonish and I suppose they have somewhere around 150 
miles of line now. We Were instrumental in getting them started. 

@. Do you know what is the cost to the farmers to get rural telephones ?—A. Well, 
in most cases, these lines have been built by the co-operation of the farmers themselves. 
They go to work to build the line. They come to us and ask us if they build a line 
whether we will give them connection right away and we agree to do so on the usual con- 
ditions and to supply them with all the material they want at the lowest possible price. 
We buy very large quantities and can therefore afford to sell to tnem cheaper than 
they could buy anywhere else. We also give them the benefit of our expert advice as to 
the proper way of building a line and sometimes lend them our men at simply the cost 
of their time. We get them to put up as good a line as possible and they usually do it 
on shares. 

Q. Do you find a growing demand in the rural district for telephones?—A. That 
is growing all the time. These companies are starting all the time. 

Q. There is an active development in the telephone system throughout Nova Scotia? 
—A. Yes. Of course, we could not touch this business in a great many cases at the 
rates the farmers are able to do it for themselves. In fact, as I said, they will erect 
and maintain them very much cheaper than we ean. i 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Do you get any long-distance business from these companies?—A. Well, we 
do not get very much. We get « little of course. It is an advantage to bave connec- 
tion with these rural lines. Supposing it is a place like Antigonish, where we have 50 
or 60 subscribers. Well, the doctors at Antigonish, if they can phone to their patients 
in the country it is a convenience to them. It gives a certain value to vur exchange, 
and we get a certain long-distance business from them. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. You said you were willing to connect with the rural companies on the usual 
conditions ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What are those conditions?—A. We make a formal agreement that they shall 
accept business from us and we will take business from them; that they will not overlap 
the territory occupied by us, and we will do the same by them; they will not extend 
their lines without our permission. This is necessary because many companies are 
starting, and we agree to protect them from competition in their own territory. We 
have to get them to define their territory, otherwise some other company will start 
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up and go to us for connection and we will find they are infringing on the other man’s 
ground. I have a case in mind just now. The Antigonish and Sherbrooke Company 
built a line and we made our usual arrangements for connections with them. That was 
all right. . But another company said they wanted to build another line from Blue 
Mountain, New Glasgow, and came to us for connection. We said: ‘Of course we 
will give connection.” But when they started the other company complained that the 
line was going to be built through their territory, where they had a line already. Then 
we had to get after the Blue Mountain Company. You see we act as a sort of clearing 
house for the whole of these companies. We undertake to connect with these com- 
panies and to protect them, and in the same way they protect us in any territory that 
is ours. We also specify that they shall use a standard make of instruments in order 
that the service will be satisfactory. | 

Q. Just one other question. What are the rates you have in connection with these 
other companies ?—A. Well, it varies according to circumstances. In some cases where 
connection is made with the exchange we charge them five cents every time they go into 
the exchange. That is not a paying price at all, it is more of a losing matter, but we 
do not want to be hard on the farmers, but rather to help them along. In the case of 
the long-distange business they simply pay our usual rates the same as anybody else. 
In some cases we have commuted the five-cent business to a rental of so much a year for 
the telephone. Five or six dollars a year for the telephone will give them the free use 
of the exchange; everything depends upon the particular local conditions. We always 
_endeavour to meet them and to get some arrangements that would be mutually satis- 

factory. We have never had any difficulty with them at all. 

Q. Are you the largest company in Nova Scotia?—A. We are the largest. 
Q. And the Bell Company is not there?—A. No, sir. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You have 3,260 ’phones?—A. Yes. 
Q. How many of these are in Halifax, roughly?—A. There will be 1,950 in Hali- 
_ fax to-day. 

Q. That is more than half in Halifax. “What other towns have you local exchanges 
in?—A. Amherst, Antigonish, Bridgewater, Lunenburg, Mahone Bay, New Glasgow, 
- Oxford, Pictou, Picwack! Shubenacadie, Truro, Windsor, Wallace, and Springhill, 
and other towns. There are a few smaller places where there are only half a dozen 
telephones which we would hardly call a local exchange. 

Q. Besides these you have a number of pay stations, have you?—A. Toll offices on 
the long-distance line. 

Q. Quite a number 2—A. I suppose we would have 200, but I am guessing at that. 

Q. Yes, roughly ? That is what I want to get at. You have nearly 2,000 ’phones 
in Halifax, 20 or so towns where you have a general telephone business like the Bell 
Company has in towns, and you have nearly 200 pay stations?—A. I think possibly it 
is nearly 200. 

Q. And the general Nee of your company then is to do this town and city busi- 
ness and to have a long distance service connecting with any local line that desires 
to connect with you ?—A. Yes, our policy 

Q. Your policy is to encourage a local line business /—A. Our policy has been 
to get most of the long distance lines built in as perfect a condition as possible and 
let the farmers build their own lines because they build them cheaper than we can. 
In a district where there is not sufficient money to build a first-class line such as we 
would build ourselves, we encourage other people to do it. 

Q. Your rate in Halifax is $45 for business) what is it for residences ¢—A, 
Thirty dollars. 

Q. And what is it say in a town of 5,000 inhabitants ?—A. Well it depends upon 
the service given. In Halifax, of course, we have a central energy system and metallic 
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cicuits. In the town of Amherst we have 212 telephones and we charge $25 for business 
phones and $20 for residence ’phones. 

. Q. Taking a lower grade still then—have you any lower than that ?—A. Oh, yes, 
we have at Bridgewater. We have 101, where we charge $20 for business and $15 for 
residence. 

Q. Go on down the list—A. We have Mahone Bay, where we have 18 telephones 
and charge $15 all around. All places under 30 subscribers we have a flat rate of $15. 
It is the lowest rate, and the people claim that the service being small is not worth 
more than that. In every one of these small towns we lose money. 

Q. Roughly speaking, what proportion of your business is toll and long distance 
business ?—A. The revenue ? 

Q. The revenue, yes ?—A. It is as 90 is to 36. 

Q. It is better than one-third ?—A. Yes, the long distance is 35. 

Q. And you say you connect with the New Brunswick Telephone Company and 
the Eastern Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And it brings business to you ?—A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. There is business in it 2A. There is no business in the connection with the 
Eastern Telephone Company, but we hope there will be. 

Q. Your policy is to connect with all companies so as to increase you business ’— 
A. Precisely, unless that company is in opposition to us—if they respect our territory. 

Q. Tell us about the railway stations. Have you your lines in the railway sta- 
tions ?—A. Most of them. : 

Q. Have you ever sought to get the exclusive contract with the railways ?—A. No. 

Q. So as to keep out any other line ?—A. No, we have great difficulty in getting 
into the railways sometimes. . 

Q. On what ground ?—A. The agents don’t want to be bothered with it. 

Q. Government employees don’t want to serve the people /—A. We have in several 
cases known agents to make objection. In some places we put the telephones in free 
of charge and in other places the railways pay for them for their own business. 

Q. Your policy is then to do business with all companies ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You are anxious to get into the railway stations and are not preventing any 
others ?—A. Exactly. 

’ Q. And are ready to do an interchange of business ?—A. With companies that are 
not in opposition with us, not operating in our own territory. That must be understood. 

Q. You are willing for an interchange of business ?~-A. From any one outside. Of 
course we would not interchange with a company that started up in our own 
territory. ) 


- By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. There is no other company in opposition to you ?—A. There is one in opposi- 
tion. We do not connect with them. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. When you bought out the Bell, how much did you give to tnat company, is 
that a fair question ?—A. I cannot say. It is previous to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you give them stock ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How much ?—A. I do not know what they got at that time. I could tell you 
what they have now. 

Q. What have they now?—A. They have 6,645 shares. - 

Q. How much is that worth ?—A. $86,450. That is about 14 per cent of the total 
capital. 

Q. Do you increase your capital occasionally ?—A. From time to time, yes. 

Q. As you increase it, what proportion of it goes to the Bell ?—A. If we make an 
issue of stock at par to the stockholders, they usually take their pro rata share. 
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Q. By paying for it /—A. Yes. 

Q. Not by surrendering anything ?—A. I guess not. 

Q. How much of these 6,000 shares have they acquired since your company took 
over their business ?—A. I do not know how much stock they got originally. I am not 
familiar with the history of the company as far back as that. I think they possibly got 
2,000 or 3,000 shares, originally. I am only guessing at it. 

@. Since then they have paid the par value the same value as other shareholders ? 
—A. Yes, exactly. 

Q. Still, you are in alliance with the Bell in a way ? What is that Bell Company 
called which owns part of your stock ?—A. The Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 

Q. tam glad you pointed that out because I thought it was the original company 
in the United States—A. No. 

Q. It is the Bell Telephone Company of Canada that has these 6,000 shares in 
your company ?—A. Exactly. 

Q. Well now, you are satisfied, on the whole, there is a good outlook for your com- 
pany ?—A. I think so. 

Q. In the way it is doing business, with its policy of interchange of business and 
of encouraging local companies to do local business and to connect up with you.— 
A. That has been my policy since I have had charge of the management and the com- 
pany is in a progressive state. We are not making very much money, but we hope to 
be able to live. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Have you long-distance connections outside of the two that you have men- 
tioned ?—A. All these companies in Nova Scotia, we have connection through their 
lines. 

Q. Have you connection with this part of Canada ?—A. No. 

Q. Wouldn’t it be a great benefit to you ?—A. I do not think so. I do not think 
there would be any business. The rate would be too high to get business. We have 
connection with Boston, for instance, but we do not have one message in three months. 
There is no demand for it. The rate is $3 or $4 and the people down there are not 
educated up to paying long-distance rates. 

Q. So you don’t think it would be any benefit to your company to have connection 
with this part of Canada ?—A. I do not think so. I think New Brunswick is about as 
far as our local interests go. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Has the Bell Company a director on your board ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many ?—A. Two. 

Q. How many directors have you ?—A. Seven or nine. The Bell Company’s direc- 
_ tors hardly ever appear. They are simply nominal. 


By Mr. Burrows : 


Q. You say you make arrangements with these companies that connect with you 
by which you protect them against any company coming into the same territory ?— 
A. Exactly. 

Q. Do you confine them to the price, do you say that they cannot charge more than 
a certain figure ?—A. We let them charge any rate they choose. 

Q. You protect them in a monopoly ?—A. It is to their interest not to charge an 
unreasonable rate. 

Q. Nobody else can come in ?—A. Anybody could get in. As a matter of fact it is 
really a mutual concern in a great many cases. The people who build the lines are a 
majority of the residents of the district and they charge outsiders for the use of the line 
such as commercial travellers—they charge them perhaps 20 cents. 
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Q. What do you figure on the cost of building a mile of line, an ordinary line in 
the country ?—A. It depends on the character of the place and the kind of line. 

Q. An ordinary line, a farmer’s line?—A. Poles of spruce or cedar. 

Q. Cedar?—A. That would again depend on the location. Our country is very 
rocky in some parts., In some parts we have to pay $2 or $3 in railway freights if it is 
anywhere out of the radius of the Intercolonial. We can get the Intercolonial to bring 
a carload of poles for $40 or $45, while over the Dominion Atlantic Railway, or the 
South Shore Railway it might cost $90. We are subject to very severe storms, such as 
sleet storms, and we have, therefore, to build exceptionally strong lines in that country. 
I would say that a mile of farmer’s line would cost approximately $150 to $200, depend- 
ing entirely on the location where it is built. The poles would cost $1.25 each, and th: 
freight would be from 80 cents to $1.50 per pole. 

Q. What standard pole do you have?—A. 25 foot pole. 

Q. What size at the top?—A. 7 inches. . 

Q. That is a splendid pole?—A. Of course, if it is a line only to carry two wires, 
we would not need so large a pole, but our experience is that it pays to build right to 
start with. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Some of these lines built by the farmers themselves cost less than $50 a mile ?— 
A. Yes, they do not figure on the cost of the poles. They cut them from their own 
farms. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. You make connection with independent rural lines?—A. What do you mean by 
independent ? 

Q. Independent of your company ’—A. Yes. 

Q. What condition do you require before connecting with these companies, and do 
you stipulate as to the manner in which it is maintained before you give a connection 
with that line2?—A. In some cases it is incorporated in the agreement. In other cases 
there is a distinct understanding that the line has to be built properly and maintained 
efficiently. 

Q. If the company or association of farmers have built a line in the rural districts 
and apply to you for connection, what provision have you to make with regard to con- 
nection in order to satisfy yourselves that it is such a system as you can give con-, 
nection to?—A. We usually go over it, and see what it is like. 

Q. On what do you have to be satisfied?—A. We want to see that they have an 
efficient instrument. You see, if a farmer’s line of poor character is connected with 
our system, and a man on our system find it impossible to talk over that, he blames us. 

Q. These are the points. What are the essential points which you consider before 
you make connection with a system?—A. It is necessary that the instruments shall be 
of the same standard as we use ourselves. 

Q. Standard?—A. Standard with regard to the instrument, method of operating 
and everything else. 

Q. Any provisions with reference to the wires?—A. We have never had occasion 
to deal with a company that has already been in existence. We have always been able 
to supply them with their supplies ourselves. We give them to them at cost in order 
to see that they putin the right kind of stock. 

Q. You have had no experience with an independent line applying for connection ? 
—A. Except one or two. They had already bought their materials from us. 

Q. Would the wiring of a rural system be a matter of importance?—A. Oh, no, 
as long as it is properly done. 

Q. I mean any wires?—A. If they used a poor quality of iron wire they would 
not get as good service as if they used as good quality. 
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Q. And the question would be of the efficiency of the instruments themselves ?—A. 
The efficiency of the instruments and the way in which the line is kept up. Some will 
let wires go down, and leave them there two or three days unless you force them to do 
something. 

Q. What is your arrangements with regard to maintaining switches?—A. We 
usually do the switching. Jt depends upon the locality. 

Q. It is a matter of agreement?—A. It is a matter of mutual agreement. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. Just one statement that did not seem to agree, that is where you state that in 
small towns where you had a service of less than 30 subscribers you find business to be 
unprofitable at $15 a year. You find. that to be a fact?—A. Yes, I will give you an 
instance. Take the case of Shubenacadie, where we have 16 telephones. We charge 
$15 a year. Our average rental is $12.37. That comes out by the fact that some of 
these telephones are only in for part of the year. Our average expense was $18.93, so 
that there is a distinct loss of over $6 per telephone. 

Q. In a town of that size, how do you pay your agents ? By commission or salary ? 
—A. By salary. They would not take it on commission, because there would not be 
anything in it. We could operate in that town 50 telephones for practically the same 
money. That is why it does not pay. 

Q. If it was possible to pay by commission rather than salary it might be made 
profitable 2—A. It could hardly be made profitable because it is practically 20 miles 
away from any place where we keep a man, and we would have to send a man there in 
ease there was anything wrong. ‘There would be a great expense in sending a man 
there two or three times a month to fix things up. In a farmer’s line, if the telephone 
is out of order for two or three days they will fix it up themselves, but if we were run- 
ning it, they would demand a better service and we would have to do it the right way. 


By Mr. Boyce: 

Q. How often have you had to renew your system ? I understand it was built 18 
years ago ?—A. It has been renewed about four times in the last 18 years. 

Q. That is, renewed thoroughly ?—A. Yes, we started first of all with the Law 
system. That was thrown out. We put in the Gilleland system. That was superceded 
by the Standard, and to-day we have the Central Energy, but they say that will be 
superceded by the Automatic. 

Q. You have to allow a considerable amount for depreciation ?—A. Yes, it is very 
high. ; 

Q. Have you any figures which will show the cost of these alterations and re- 
newals ?—A. We figure about ten per cent per annum. 

Q. Depreciation ‘—A. Yes, we always keep that out to cover it. 

Q. After an existence for how many years ?—A. I do not understand. 

Q. You have been operating how long ?—A. Seventeen or eighteen years. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. Have you any trouble collecting the balance from the local companies ?—A. No, 
we collect from the head office of each company. 

Q. You get the money ?—A. As a matter of fact there is very little money ex- 
changed, we owe them a balance, and they owe us a balance. 

Q. Here is a question which you may not care to answer. How many deadhead 
telephones has your company ?—A. I cannot tell you that. 

Q. Have you a thousand ?—A. No. 


Q. Have you 500 ?—A. No. | 
Q. Have you 100 ?—A. We have not 50. We have a number put in employees’ 
houses and sometimes we give charitable institutions such as the Y.M.C.A. or hospitals 


free telephones. 
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Q. Have you a deadhead list?—A. No. 


By Mr. Roche : 

Q. What instruments did you say you used ?—A. Mostly those manufactured by 
the Northern Electric Company. 

Q. In Canada?—A. Yes, some of them are American. 

Q. What do they cost ?—A. Anything from $7.50 to $25, according to the type. 
There are a great many different types of telephones. 

Q. Have you a uniform instrument that you insist upon the indepndent com- 
panies using ’—A. It depends entirely on their line. If they are going to have five 
telephones they can use cheaper ’pkones than the line which has 15 telepliones. 

Q. But of similar manufacture ?—A. Similar manufacture or similar type. Of 
course an instrument on a line where it will have to ring 15 or 20 telephones, will cost 
more than where there are five. It takes a more powerful bell. 

Q. The other material 7—A. The wire, and transmitter will be the same. 

Q. Are they manufactured in Canada ?—A. Mostly. 

Q. Have the Bell Company any stock in the connecting lines that you have mepn- 
tioned ?—A. No, unless the New Brunswick Telephone Company. 

Q. In the Nova Scotia companies ?—A. No, in none of these. 


By Mr. Johnston: 

Q. Have you any arrangement with the Dominion Atlantic Railway ? Do they 
use your telephone?—A. The Dominion Atlantic is not in our territory. 

Q. At Windsor?—A. They have one of our telephones at Windsor. They have one 
in their freight shed and ticket odice at Halifax. ; 

Q. And one at Windsor Junction ?—A. No. 

Q. Have they ever made application to you for installation of one of your tele- 
phones in their station at Windsor or Windsor Junction, or any intervening station {— 
A. I am not sure about the one at Windsor, whether they pay or whether we give it for 
nothing. They pay for those they have in Halifax. The one in Windsor may be free, 
I am not sure. 

Q. You are not aware that any applications have been made by any stations 
between Windsor and Windsor Junction ?—A. There have been applications to me— 
about a week ago there was an application from a man living at Windsor Junction. 

Q. Have you made any efforts to furnish them ?—A. No, of course our lines don’t 
go near Windsor Junction. 

Q. Do you run your line along the Intercolonial ?—A. No, along the post roads. 

Q. At what points on the Intercolonial do you touch?—A. Do you mean where we 
go ¢ 

Q. Do you give a telephone service along the Intercolonial ?—A. Practically all 
the way which is in our territory from Amherst to Halifax and Mulgrave. 

Q. Do you furnish the Intercolonial with free telephones ?—A. In some cases, in 
small towns where the railway has no business of their own for a telephone we give it, 
but in the larger towns where they require a telephone for their own business they 
usually pay for it. In some cases they have half a dozen. In Halifax they have a large 
number. 

Q. In a number of cases employees of the Intercolonial object to the installation of 
the telephone.—A. In some cases. 

Q. For what reason ?—A. They claim they have more work than they can do with- 
out answering a telephone. 

Q. Would you feel like giving the committee any particular instance ?—A. I 
would not care to do that. One particular case I had in mind, the agent has been 
removed to some other place and the new agent has not made the same objection towards 
_ placing a telephone there, but they do not give it the attention that they might. But T 
would rather not cite an instance. 
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Q. Have you brought it to the attention of the Intercolonial that some of their 
employees objected to the installation of a telephone ?—A. It has been, yes. 

Q. To whose attention have you brought it ?—A. To Mr. J arvis, at Truro. 

Q. How long since ?—A. It is possibly a year or a year and a half. 

Q. You have not brought it to the attention of the General Manager, Mr. Pot- 
tinger ?—A. No, in one case we had great difficulty in getting permission from the 
railway to put a telephone in at all. Thatis at Maccan. There is a coal company there, 
I forget the name of it. David Mitchell is the manager. He got a telephone from us 
and he said that we should have a telephone in the railway station. His mine is some 
three miles away, and he found it necessary for business reasons to be connected with 
the railway. We applied to the railway for permission and it was refused, and it was 
several months before Mr. Mitchell himself was finally able to work the oracle and we 
could get one put in. 

Q. How long ago ?7—A. About a year ago. - 

Q. Were they assigning any reason far refusing to let you install a telephone ?— 
A. No, Mr. Scott wrote me, that he could not allow the telephone to be placed. 

Q. Who is Mr. Scott, the electrician ?—A. Yes, we have to make application to 
him. He submitted the matter, I presume, to his superiors. 

Q. Were you offering a free telephone ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is extraordinary ? You have not gone to anybody about it ?—A. Of 
course, that telephone is in now. We went to Mr. Scott and he told me it was not any 
use pressing the matter and we then dropped it. 

Q. You have not at any time consulted with the general manager of the Inter- 
colonial as to his policy on the question of telephones ?—A. No, there have been only 
two or three places where we had any difficulty and the influence of the local residents 
had sufficient power. 

Q. Is the Halifax and South-Western in your district?—A. Yes, as far as Bridge- 
water. 

Q. Using your telephone ?—A. Yes, 

Q. On the same basis as the Intercolonial 2—A. Yes, paying for them. 

Q. How do you regulate your rates ? Has your company a free hand as to the 
rates you shall charge ?—A. No, the rates are under control of the government. 

Q. To what extent does the government control the rates 


By the Chairman : 

Q. What government is that ?—A. The local government of Nova Scotia. They 
passed an Act some two years ago in which every company was compelled to file a copy 
of its rates for the approval of the Governor in Council, and we are not permitted to 
make any changes without their consent. These rates have been submitted and 
approved. 


(Schedule produced and filed as Exhibit No. 69.) 
Exhibit No. 69. 
April 24, 1903. 


Sim,—I am directed to inform you that the schedule of tolls, &c., of the Nova Scotia 
Telephone Company, Ltd., filed in this office on the 14th inst., has been approved by the 
Governor in Council. I inclose herewith copy of the schedule with certificate of 
approval thereon. 


I am, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. A. WINFIELD, Esgq., FRED. F. MATHERS, 
Manager N.S. Tel. Co., Deputy Secretary. 
Halifax, N.S. 
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Tur Nova Scotia TELEPHONE Company, LTD., 
Heap Orricr, Haurax, N.S., April 11, 1903. 


To His Honour ‘ 
The Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
In accordance with the provisions of Bill No. 958, entitled: ‘An Act relating to 
Telephone Tolls,’ we beg to submit for your approval the following schedule of tolls, 
rates, and charges for telephone services, as furnished by this company. 


Local Service. 


| ANNUAL RENTAL. 


Exchange. Equipment. | ———_:-————_ —_—_ 
| Business | Residence 
| Telephone. | Telephone. 

Local Service. $ cts. $ cts. 

City of Halifax and Dartmouth. . Long distance instrument, metalic circuit, re- 
layisystem ~~ .. «4+ -.aiteee eye ee 45 00 32 00 
" " _.|Existing Blake instruments......,...--- --- 40 00 25 00 

Towns under 50 subscribers ..... Blake instrument, grounded circuit, magneto 
system ....\..- ssn (eats Gee eee areeee ae 20 00 15 00 

Towns over 50 and under 250 sub- 

{oheihojsi es beak te CCH Le " " J" a 25 00 20 00 
For instruments installed after Nov. 1, 1902. .| 25 00 |. 20 00 

Old Rates. 

EAE ae nd eal a ee a re are ore y, Spi vo A G20760 15 00 
Pictest ee a ieee cite cee eich aes cotta Cs.« 4d (5.9 9) oa ee Ra ee ee 20 00 15 60 
Dent te al Noe eee UR NR res 6 yi gos 60 oielai ay ele nee Man eee 25 00 15 00 
Towns over 250 and under 500 sub- 

BILWOTH  asiyls. bo otetis ka g's ee rest eo oc ace Ve 30 00 25 00 


All the above rates are for instruments located within one mile of the exchange, 
subscribers beyond the one mile radius to pay an extra annual rental of $10 per mile 
for grounded circuits and $18 per mile for metallic circuits. 

Long-distance instruments when required in place of Blake instruments, to be 
$5 per annum additional. 

Long-distance Service. 


The rates for long-distance messages shall be 40 cents per 100 miles, with a mini- 
mum charge of 25 cents for five minutes conversation, and shall be arranged in 5-cent 
increases as per the following table :— 


Up to 80 mileage caw ee esc 4 Sie ie eee 25 cents. 
Bie BO eh as. 6k oo cain: waco ts 4 nee ae 
Bi dni BONO Pe hie vw & sid «, 0% Valet pledge eae an 
SA hay AM Ie ais nace < sous Sg gemey a ape aerck ee rr 

A EO IAD bee Weta esa we Se). a an treped e ino a ep ae ea 

OER OG roe in ie a, > + geoctoar> a open lee eta gee 

MAE Fea TA ec icta ie einen WS soe wy anette een ae 

BOO AROS ck cca ce od sl sla, nin deny ae ee 

eh Ae i ev oa e! a vera ne aca ae a 

AO thE RS. Eva wa ns) a ot camels > atte ae meee 

PAR EA IES 82.9 Un © Seek ee etry +a eh os a 

Pee AOD bask gh wes a4. x dls Wack ao. \p nee = pie eee 


It js understood that the distance shall be calculated on the length of the telephone 
line between any two points and not by an air-line. 
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In cases of special difficulty and expense of construction such as sub-marine cables, 
&c., then the company shall be entitled to a proportionately extra charge for messages 
over that part of the line. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


THE NOVA SCOTIA TELEPHONE CO., LTD. 
B. W. Cureman, 
President. 


The foregoing schedule was approved by the Governor in Council on April 14, 
A.D. 1903. 
F. F. MATHERS, 
Clerk of the Executive Council. 


By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. That is two years ago ?—A. Yes. 

Q. This is a statement of your rates, submitted to the Governor in Council ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. Have these been approved ?—A. Yes. | 

Q. Has any objection been taken by any community in which you operate to the 
schedule of tolls which the Governor in Council has approved ?—A. No. 

Q. It has been regarded as satisfactory ?—A. Satisfactory. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Is there an appeal from time to time ?—A. The government has power if at 
any time any person thinks the rates are unsatisfactory and makes a protest to call a 
public hearing. If we want to raise the rates they also call a public hearing to discuss 
the matter. 


By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. These rates are subject to revision from time to time ?—A. So we understand it. 

Q. Any community quarrelling with the rates you charge has the right of appeal 
to the Governor in Council ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That applies to all the companies ?—A. Yes, every company in Nova Scotia. 
These rates were originally submitted and in one case we applied for an increase of 
rates and got it, the case of New Glasgow where we installed a common battery and 
relay system. We asked for an increase of $5 and had a public hearing. The Board 
of Trade and all the merchants of the town were down, and after the thing had been 
_ explained they were satisfied to pay it, and the government granted the increase. 

Q. Do you mean to say that the people of New Glasgow agreed to it ?—A. Yes, and 
after the new system was installed the people expressed themselves as quite satisfied 
with the rates. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You were asked to bring some papers here. Have you brougut them ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What have you brought ? I do not know what part they play in this inquiry, 
but if we get them we will have them read and if necessary we will publish them on 
the records.—A. These are copies of agreements with other telephone companies with 
which we connect (documents produced). We have some agreements which have prac- 
tically lapsed, become obsolete and never renewed, but the thing is running on under a 
verbal arrangement. I have not brought them. Then there is a schedule of the rates 
and charges. 

Q. This we have here.—A. Then the financial statement. 

Q. This financial statement which you have given us is the statement for the year 
ending 1903.—A. For the year ending 31st January, 1904. The last statement has 


not been audited yet. | 
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Q. That shows assets and liabilities to the 31st of January, 1904. That must be 
for the financial year ?—A. For the financial year ending 31st of January, 1904. Here 
is the statement for the previous year, and for the year 1904. (Documents filed and 
marked Exhibits No. 70 and 71, as follow) :— 


Exhibit No. 70. 


THE NOVA SCOTIA TELEPHONE COMPANY, 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, JANUARY 31, 1903. 


LIMITED. 


Assets. 
Exchanges and ee Macs . $860,859 27 
Stores. . : 22,971 31 
Stock in other Poeriaries: 97,530 00 
Real estate, buildings, &.. 16,353 73 
Amounts due company. : Mei: 5,577 35 
Due by agencies, including ote 8,521 41 
Cash in hand and bank. 25,674 40 


Liabilities. 
Marital aiock. as ieeede air hick elses 


$417,467 00 


Bills payable. . 354 15 
Sundry amounts due...... 24,614 98 
Dividend No. 33 payable February 2, 1903. 6,262 01 
Unearned rental reserve. eee , 12,400 00 
Insurance reserve. 10,000 00 
Accident reserve. TEs 10,000 00 
Contingent and Nese ation. . 49,090 '76 
Profit and loss. . 7,298 57 


$537,487 47 


$537,487 47 
Audited and found correct. 
R. A. MACINTYRE, 


C.A. 
Auditor. 
PROFIT AND LOSS, JANUARY 31, 1903. 
1902. Cr. 
February 1—By balance... .......... $26,763 10 
1908. 
January 31.—By net earnings.. ...... 31,844 06 
$58,607 16 
1903. Dy; 
January 31.—To dividend No 30, paid June 
A as a o's . § 4,500 00 
To favidend No. 31, ed Sep. 
tember 1, 1902. 4,500 00 
To dividend No. 82, pee Nee 
vember 1, 1902. 5,681 23 
To dividend No. 33, vee 
February 2, 1903. 6,262 O1 
To contingent and deprecia 
tion. : 17,695 35 
To aerial | reserve. 12,400 00 
$51,308 59 
1908. SESE 
January 31.—By balance carried forward.. .. -. §& 7,298 57 
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Exhibit No. 71. 
THE NOVA SCOTIA TTLEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED. 


f Gromleranaca 


The directors have much pleasure in submitting herewitn their Seventeenth Annual 
Report together with the regular audited financial statement for the year ending Jan- 
uary 31 last. 

The year has been one of large growth, with a corresponding satisfactory increase 
in revenue. 

Two hundred and ninety-one new subscribers have been added during the year, 
making the total number of instruments in use 3,260. 

Five hundred and one miles of wire and 46 miles of poles have been added to the 
long-distance system. 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by this company comprise 2,246 
miles of wire on 700 miles of poles. 

In addition to this, 90 miles of poles have been rebuilt and strengthened to carry 
additional wires, and 34 miles of spruce pole line have been replaced by cedar poles. 

It was deemed advisable to extend the underground system in Halifax by adding 
3,421 feet of conduit, comprising 31,648 feet of duct; 9,187 feet of cable were pulled in 
containing 561 miles of wire. 

All of which is respectfuly submitted. 


B. W. CHIPMAN, 


President. 
Hairax, N.S., 
June 16, 1904. 


THE NOVA SCOTIA TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, JANUARY 31, 1904. 


‘ Assets. 
Exchanges and plant.. . Levene 10.927 SL 
LOMO tena, At be lah oh hha ety Coste ac: 20,142 86 
stock inv other Companies, . 9.0. .)..5 ss. 122,580) 00 
Real estate, buildings, &e.. .......... 19,184 40 
AMOUNTS duercOMmpany.. te. . ie. ce bes 6% 9,106 63 
Due by agencies, including Halifax.. .... 11,739 50 
$ 593,630 70 
Inabilities. 
CDi OC ee tears hy cob ie vraiad Carats: ar 447,000. 00 
PS IAW EDO ee ek yee we oats hee, 13,370 79 
SiiaryeamOunie Cue ahete Lees Seti ead 6,321 14 
Dividend No. 37, payable Feb. 1, 1904.. .. 6,714 75 
Unearned rental reserve... ...... 16,400 00 
PUSUrAR COI ERCT YE. Come ah ere ron a a val ies 10,000 00 
ACEIMENEIeSer VS RCI WA os fate ROSES 10,000 00 
Contingent and depreciation.. ........ 78,448 95 
EXPOUEE? ETNGPLOS = Rie rete wera ene ots ga tal Wh 9,725 OF 
$ 593,630 70 


Correct. 
R. A. MACINTYRE, C.A., 
Auditor. 
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PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 
Feb. 1, 1903, by balance brought forward..$ 17,298 57 
Jan. 31, 1904, by net earnings.......... 38,578 28 
—_——————-$ 45,876 85 
Dr. 
May 1, 1903, to dividend No. 34.. .. ..8 6,262 01 
Aug. 1, 1908, to dividend No. 35.. .. .. 6,537 80 
Nov. 1, 1903, to dividend No. 36. 6,637 22 
Jan. 31, 1904, to dividend No. 37, paehhle 
Feb. 1, 1904. . ; 6,714 75 
Jan. 31, 1904, to eer ed: to antene 
and Aa praciations | LBM OR TPL aR 10,000 00 
—————$ 36,151 78 
By balance: carried forward... 2.6. 2001s Se OTB OT 


Here is a memorandum of the long-distance lines :— 


Exhibit No. 72. 
MEMO. OF LONG-DISTANCE LINES OF THE N. S. TELEPHONE CO., LTD. 


The long-distance lines of this company comprise 704 miles of poles, 2,450 miles 
of wire (the average cost per mile of wire is $72). 


The éxpense per mile of wire last year was.. .. .. .. -. $12 83 
The revenue per mile of wire last year was.. ........ 12 62 


The long-distance rates are on a mileage basis of 40 cents per 100 miles, with 
special low night rates. 

As over 90 per cent of the long-distance lines are ‘ metalic’ these figures will require 
to be doubled in order to arrive at the cost, &c., per ‘ circuit mile’ as below. 


Estimated expense per circuit mile .. .. .. .. .. .- «+ «- $25.66 
Revenue perceitouttimile,, .. .. .-. «00pm einen en ee 
Troce pet iirGn Cole. ies lg sa ne ee Oe eee 42 


Then there is a map showing our long-distance lines and connections. 
Map filed and marked Exhibit No. 73. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Have you a list of the shareholders of the company ?—A. Yes, sir. 


List filed and marked Exhibit No. 74. 


I have also copies of agreements with other telephone companies with which we 
connect. 


The CuairMAN.—These agreements might be filed and a summary thereof made and 
’ marked as Exhibit No. 75. 


Mr. J. H. WINFIELD. 
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Fxhibit No. 75. 


Summary of agreements entered into by the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, 
Limited, with a number of telephone companies operating throughout Nova Scotia, 
esabodying the details of a working agreement for the exchange of telephone von- 
nections. 


No. 1. Between the Hammonds Plains Telephone Company and the Nova Scotia 
Tclephone Company, dated May 23, 1902, for a term of three years. 


The companies agree to receive, transmit and deliver the messages of the sub- 
scribers of their respective companies. The charge to and from Halifax being ten: 
(10) cents and beyond Halifax the tariff of the Nova Scotia Telephone Company in 
eddition thereto. 

Neither parties are to compete with each other within the territory now occupied 
by them respectively nor shal] they make connections with any telephone company 
er corporation operating in competition with the Nova Scotia Telephone Company 
or the Hammonds Plains Company. The Nova Scotia Company to have the first 
option of purchase of the Hammonds Plains Company. The Hammonds Plains Com- 
pany shall not purchase or use any instruments or apparatus but the standard ‘ Bell,’ 
these to be purchased from the Nova Scotia Company. 


No. 2. Between the Union Furniture and Merchandise Company of Bass River, 
N.S., and the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, dated: June 1, 1902, for a term of 
three years. 


The companies agree to receive, transmit and deliver the messages of the sub- 
scribers of their respective lings. The charge to and from the Union F urniture and 
Merchandise Company’s lines shall be ten cents, except to Great Village which shall 
ke fifteen cents and beyond Truro the tariff rates of the Nova Scotia Telephone Com- 
pany in addition thereto. The Nova Scotia Company to pay the Union Furniture 
and Merchandise Company Fifteen dollars ($15) per annum for the free use of their 
2imes for the Nova Scotia Company’s subscribers at Great Village exchange, non- 
subscribers at that exchange to pay fifteen cents per conversation to be handed over 
to the Union Furniture Company. The Union Furniture Company shall pay the 
Nova Scotia Telephone Company $15 per annum for connection to switch-board and 
switching at Great Village. The Union Furniture Company shal] remove all instru- 
ments in the Nova Scotia Company’s territory and shall not place any others without 
the consent of the former. 

Neither parties are to compete with each other within the territory now occupied 
Ly them respectively nor shall they make connections with any telephone company or 
corporation operating in competition with the Nova Scotia Telephone Company or 
the Union Furniture Company, the Nova Scotia Company to have the first option of 
purchase of the Union Furniture and Merchandise Company. 

The Union Furniture and Merchandise Company shall not purchase or use any 
instruments or apparatus but the standard ‘ Bell,’ these to be purchased from the Nova 
Scotia Company. 


No. 3. Between the Economy and Five Islands Telephone Company of Bass River 
and the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, dated June 1, 1902, for a term of three 
years. 

- The companies agree to receive, transmit and deliver the messages of the sub- 
scribers of their respective companies. The charge to and from the Economy and 
Five Islands Telephone Company’s lines shall be 20 cents except to Great Village 
which shall be 25 cents. The Nova Scotia Company to charge ten cents on all mes- 
sages to Truro and intermediate points, beyond Truro the tariff rates of the Nova 
Scotia Telephone Company in addition thereto. The Economy and Five Islands Tele- 
thone Company to pay the Nova Scotia Company ten dollars per annum for con- 


nection to switch-board and switching at Great Village. 
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Neither parties shall compete with each other within the territory now occupied 
by them respectively nor shall they make connections with any telephone company 
or corporation operating in competition with the Nova Scotia Telephone Company 
or the Economy and Five Islands Telephone Company. The Nova Scotia Telephone 
Company to have the first option of purchase of the Economy and Five Islands Tele- 
phone Company. The Economy and Five Islands Telenhone Company shall not pur- 
chase or use any instruments or apparatus but the standard ‘ Bell,’ these to be pur- 
chased from the Nova Scotia Company. 


No. 4. Between the District Five Telephone Company and the Nova Scotia 
‘'elephone Company, dated March 22, 1905, terminable on one year’s notice. ‘The 
District Company shall purchase the telephone plant now owned by the Nova Scotia 
Company, carried on District Company’s poles, twelve miles, in all, and pay therefore 
‘me hundred and forty-five dollars (‘$145),the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, to 
supply and maintain either Byng or Blake bridging and telephones at a rental of $15 
per annum to members of the District Company, the latter company to provide and 
maintain the lines. Long-distance transmitters charged $5 per annum additional. 
‘lhe Nova Seotia Company shall hand over to the District Company (less the agent’s 
commission of 20 per cent) fifteen cents per conversation from parties in the River 
Hebert exchange. The Nova Scotia Company’s subscribers to have the option to pay 
the District Company a flat rental of five dollars for residence and seven dollars and 
fifty cents for business instruments, (less the agents commission of 20 per cent) in 
lieu of the aforesaid tolls. The District Company to charge ten cents on all long- 
distance messages over their lines to non-subscrivers, to be collected by the Nova 
Seotia Company’s agents for 20 per cent commission. The District Company shall 
not extend their line beyond Polling District No. 5 or connect with any other line 
or company without the consent of the Nova Scotia Company. 


No. 5. Between the New Ross Telephone Company and the Nova Scotia Telephone 
Company, dated December 1, 1904, for a term of three years. 

The companies agree to receive, transmit and deliver the messages of the sub- 
scribers of their respective companies. 

The charge between the New Ross Company’s lines and Chester Basin shall be 
20 cents, to go to the New Ross Company. Between the New Ross Company and the 
Chester Basin Exchange (excepting Chester town, 25 cents), 20 cents., 5 cents of which 
goes to the Nova Scotia Company. Between the New Ross Company and any other 
point, 15 cents, plus the Nova Scotia Company’s rates from Chester Basin, of which 
the New Ross Company takes 15 cents. The New sioss Company to pay the Nova 
Scotia Company five dollars $(5.00) per annum for each instrument connected with 
their line. . 

Neither parties are to compete with each other within the territory now occupied 
by them respectively nor shall they make connections with any telephone company or 
corporation operating in competition with the Nova Scotia Telephone Company or the 
New Ross Company. The Nova Scotia Company to have the first option of purchase 
of the New Ross Company. The New Ross Company shall not purchase or use any 
instruments or apparatus but the standard ‘ Bell,’ these to be purchased from the Nova 
Scotia Company. 


No. 6. Between the Valley Telephone Company and the Nova Scotia Telephone 
Company, dated September 21st, 1902, for a term of three years. 

The companies agree to receive, transmit and deliver the messages of the sub- 
secribers of their respective companies. 

The Nova Scotia Company to charge the same rates as to its Windsor subscribers 
less 5 cents, making the rate from Hantsport to Windsor 10 cents, Hantsport to Hali- 
fax, 20 cents. The Valley Company to charge to and from Berwick and points east 
thereof, 15 cents; points west thereof, 20 cents. 

Mr. J. H. WINFIELD. 
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Neither parties are to compete with each other within the territory now occupied 
by them respectively, nor shall they make connections with any telephone company or 
corporation operating in competition with the Nova Scotia Telephone Company or the 
Valley Telephone Company. 


No. 7. Between S. P. Borden, Secretary, Wallace Bay Line, and the Nova Scotia 
Telephone Company, dated December 38, 1902, for a period of five years. 

The Nova Scotia Company agrees to connect with the Wallace Bay Line, provide 
switching apparatus and do switching for $5 per annum. All telephones on Wallace 
Bay Line and within one mile of Pugwash shall be removed and no instruments placed 
within these limits or any extension made to any point covered by the lines of the Nova 
Scotia Telephone Company or connections made with any other line (Fox Harbour 
Line excepted), the telephones in residences of Messrs. Mitchell, Ross, Tuttle and 
Brown to remain, but same shall not be transferred to other parties nor shall any more 
instruments be placed between these points. Ten cents shall be charged on all long- 
distance messages going to or from Wallace Bay Line, which money shall be paid 
to the owners of the Wallace Bay Line. 


No. 8. Between H. F. Elliott, Secretary, Gulf Shore Line, and the Nova Scotia 
Telephone Company, dated December 8; 1902, for a period of five years. 

The Companies agree to receive, transmit and deliver the messages of the sub- 
scribers of their respective companies. 

The Nova Scotia Company agrees to connect with the Gulf Shore Line, provide 
switching apparatus and do switching for $5 per annum. All telephones on Gulf Shore 
Line in and within one mile of Pugwash shall be removed, and n9 instruments placed 
within these limits or any extension made to any point covered by the lines of the 
Nova Scotia Company or connections made with any other lines. Ten cents shall be 
charged on all long-distance messages going to or from the Gulf Shore Line, which 
money shall be paid to the Gulf Shore Line. 


No. 9. Between the Conn’s Mills Telephone Line and the Nova Scotia Telephone 
Company, dated December 3, 1903, for a period of five years. 

The companies agree to receive, transmit and deliver the messages of the sub- 
scribers of their respective companies. 

The Nova Scotia Company agrees to connect with the Conn’s Mills Telephone 
Line, provide switching apparatus and do switching for $5 per annum. All telephones 
on Conn’s Mills Telephone Line in and within one mile of Pugwash shall be removed 
and no instruments placed within these limits or any extension made to any point 
covered by the lines of the Nova Scotia Company or connection made with any other 
lines. Ten cents shall be charged on all long-distance messages going to or from 
Conn’s Mills Telephone Line, which money shall be paid to the Conn’s Mills Tele- 

phone Line. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I would like to ask whether the companies with which you have working agree- 
ments are free to purchase their instruments in the open market?—A. No, the agree- 
ments in most cases require them to purchase from us. 

Q. Why is that?—A. Simply to protect them against themselves. 

Q. Do you manufacture instruments yourselves?—A. Nc, we purchase them. 

Q. From whom?—A. From the Bell Telephone Company, the Kellog Telephone 
Company 

Q. Are you free to purchase where you like?—A. Yes. 

Q. In the open market?—A. Yes, we buy the best instruments anywhere we can 
get them for the particular purpose for which they are to be used, and we sell to these 
other companies at cost, simply to induce them to put in the right kind of apparatus. 


Witness discharged. 
Mr. J. H. WINFIELD. 
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Mr. J. Heser Youna, St. Joseph’s Island, called and sworn. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. You are interested in the telephone system in St. Joseph’s Island?—A. Yes. 

Q. St. Joseph’s Island is in Lake Huron?—A. Yes. 

Q. What distance is it between the island and the north shore, that is the north 
shore of Lake Huron?—A. At the point where our island is connected by submarine 
cable it is 18 miles. 

Q. When did you first have telephone connection with mainland?—A. In the sum- 
mer of 1899. 

Q. Just detail to the committee the circumstances under which you first obtained 
telephone communication with the mainland ?/—A. Well, we of course felt that we 
were cut off from the mainland and from telegraphic communication and it was a 
question that we were talking about several years before that. Eventually Mr. Me- 
Lennan a man living at McLennan, on the north shore, built a section of line 10 
miles in length opposite to where I live, and connecting with the Canadian Pacific 
Railway telegraph office at Desbarats station. He installed that system and we spoke 
to him about giving us a connection with that line, and eventually the government, | 
believe, gave a cable to somebody, I do not know who, but it was there anyway. 

-Q. Was that the Dominion government?—A. The Dominion government, I think 
it was. That gave us a connection. He asked our townships to give him a bonus of 
$200 and to find the poles. 

Q. One moment, the giving of that cable gave you connection with what?—A. 
With the Canadian Pacific Railway telegraph system and with other points on the 
»orth shore. 

Q. Previous to that you had no connection with the telegraph system ?—A. None 
whatever. Mr. McLennan asked our township. St. Joseph’s, and the neighbouring 
township of Hilton to give a bonus of $200 and to find the poles for about 20 miles 
of line. 

Q. When did you first get this cable laia’¢—A. In the summer of 99. 

i Q. That was a private enterprise assisted by the interested people on the island ?— 
. Yes. 

Q. What offices did you have upon it on the island?—A. One at Richard’s Land- 
ing, one at Hilton, one at Kentvale, and one at Sailor’s Encampment. 

Q. There was no farmer’s telephone on this island?—A. No. 

Q. What were the rates?—A. Ten cents to any point where the telephone reached. 
and nothing at all for telegraphs, we send them free of charge. 

Q. If you wanted to send a telegram from the Canadian, Pacific Railway on 
the main shore you would telephone that free of charge?—A. Yes. 

Q. Was that system satisfactory ?—A. As far as it went. 

Q. When was your system of farmers’ telephones established ?—A. Two years 
afterwards, in 1901. 

H oo You constructed it two years after Mr. McLennan’s system was instituted ?— 
. Yes. 

Q. How was that constructed ?—A. By the co-operation of the farmers and busi- 
ness men. Each contributed his share of the cost of the line. 

Q. What length was the first line built ?—A. It was nine miles long. 

Q. You were one of the promoters of it ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any memoranda or data with regard to the cost of that line ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Just tell us what the cost was per mile.—A. The total cost—will I give you 
that first ? 

Q. The total cost of the first section of nine miles.—A. ne total cost of the first 
section of nine miles was $217.80, or $24.20 per mile. I can give you the details if you 
wish. 

Q. Yes ?—A. Twenty-eight poles, 25 feet long, 5 inches at the top end, at 40 cents 
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laid down, peeled cedar polls, $11.20; 150 pounds of soft galvanized iron wire, at 34 
cents, $4.87. 

Q. That was single wire ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What number ?—A. No. 12 gauge. Twenty-eight insulators and oak brackets 
at 4 cents, $1.12; cost of construction, $7. The cost of construction in this case does 
not give you a fair idea of the real cost, because it was done by contract and the con- 
tractor has never done it for $7 since, he has charged $12 for the other sections that he 
has built. 

Q. Twelve dollars per mile ?—A. Yes, $12 per mile. 

Q. What instruments do you use ?—A. The instruments of the Unicago Supply 
Company, Elkhart, Indiana. 

Q. What did those instruments cost ?—A. They cost f.o.b. at Elkhart, $11.50, and 
the duty and freight which brings it up to between $15 and $16. 

Q. What assessment was made on the farmers originally, those who wished to 
come into this system ?—A. $7.25 for our section. 

Q. That is the first section of 9 miles 2—A. Yes. 

Q. That paid for everything except the telephone instruments ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Each man bought his own telephone ?—A. Yes, and had it installed, and still 
owns it. 

Q. In addition to that, was there any yearly charge ?—A. After the other sections 
were built there was a charge for the switching connection. 

Q. Was that the only assessment made upon the farmers interested ?—A. On our 
section we have never made an assessment for maintenance, but in some of the other 
sections that go through a lot of timber, where trees would fall across the wires, they 
have to make a small assessment to provide for the repairs. 

Q. How much per annum is that assessment ?—A. Fifty cents was the last one that 
was made. 

Q@. The original cost to each man, including his telephone, was how much?—A. 
$40.20. 

@. That is to each farmer?—A. To each subscriber owning his telephone, who 
bought his telephone and contributed his share of the cost of the line, the total cost 
to him was $40.20. 

Q. And in addition to that he had to pay an annual assessment for switching ?— 
APY es, Sir: 

Q. How much of this line have you now ?—A. Forty-four miles completed and 
nine miles in course of construction. 

Q. You have 44 miles completed and 9 miles in course of construction—how many 
telephones have you ?—A. Sixty-one. 

Q. You have 61 telephones now.—A. There will be 15 more when the new section 
is completed. — 


Mr. ZimMeRMAN.—An average of one and a half per mile. 


By Mr. Boyce: 

Q. How are your repairs effected ?—A. Well, our wire on our section was only 
broken twice, and the man living nearest to it went out and fixed it up, that is all 
there was about it, there was no change made. 

Q. What do you do in the case of any repairs necessary to instruments ?—A. Any- 
thing we are not able to fix ourselves we have a man there who has been so far able to 
fix them. . 

Q. What connection did you have at the time the first section of the farmers’ tele- 
phone was established with the north shore, with McLennan’s system ?—A. At Kent- 
vale, we run our line there and Mr. Kent, who keeps the post office and store there had 
the McLennan system installed and was one of our subscribers and we put in a plug- 
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board and extension bell which cost us about $4.50 and Mr. McLennan allowed us to 
connect with his line. 

Q. So that each subscriber had connection with the Canadian Pacific Railway 
cn the mainland ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the Bell long-distance line was not then constructed?—A. No. 

Q. When did the Bell Company take over that line?—A. In December last the 
Jel] Company took it over. 

Q. In December last how many miles of wire had you?—A. Forty-four. 

Q. And how many telephones were on your line?—A. Sixty-one. 

Q. All of which had through the Kentvale office connection with McLennan’s 
line, and through that connection with the north shore and Canadian Pacific Railway 
telegraph system?—A. Y«s. 

Q. What happened then?—A. Now the Bell Telephone Company have it, they 
will not let us connect our line with theirs. They will do so if, in the first place we 
"ecame incorporated. 

Q. The Bell Telephone Company took over what lines?—A. Mr. MeLennan’s line. 

Q. That is the line extending over to the island?—A. Yes. 

Q. And including those offices in which McLennan had established pay stations? 
-—A. Yes, including the whole of McLennan’s system. 

Q. And they cut off your connection?—A. Yes. 

Q. What terms did they seek to impose on you for renewing that arrangement ?—- 
A. They said before they would talk business with us at all we must become incor- 
porated; and next we must agree to pay an expert, whom they would provide, to keep 
our line in thorough repair, so that no fault would be found with their line when 
people were speaking from outside to points on our line. 

Q. Were there any other terms’—A. We had to pay the usual rate, they raised 
*he rates from 10 to 15 cents for connection with the north shore. 

Q. So that they imposed conditions upon you and also raised the rates?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you connection now with the telegraph office by telephone?—A. No, no 
direct connection at all. If we want to get a telegram now we have to ask Mr. Kemp 
to transfer it verbally from one line to the other. 

Q. You have no connection not even with the telegraph office?—A. No, sir 

Q. Did you have any protracted negotiations with the Bell Telephone Company 
on the matter?—A. Oh, no, the local manager just told us, we had no written docu- 
mentary evidence about it at all, my brother saw Mr. Burrows. 

Q. The Bell Telephone Company now has offices at the same places at the Me- 
Lennan Company had offices?—A. Yes. 

Q. They have also trunk lines on the north shore of Lake Superior extending 
from this line to Sault Ste. Marie and Thessalon?—A. Yes. 

Q. In consequence of the Bell Telephone Company taking over the McLennan 
line you have now no connection with the McLennan line on the north shore?—A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Nor with the Canadian Pacific Railway?—A. No. 

Q. Did you consider that the terms imposed by the Bell Telephone Company for 
connection with their system were unreasonable in any way?—A. We did not like 
the idea of paying the expert, we did not know just what that would mean, it was 
ulicertain, and it might be more than we could afford. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. When you said you were given a cable and that cable was carried across from 
tLe mainland to the island it ended in the Canadian Pacific Railway station.—A. 
The cable did not. 

Q. Well the connection with it did?—A. Oh, yes the connection did. 

Q. And at the end of that connection there was a telephone?—A. Yes. 
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Q. So that you’ had a telephone connection—practically your island telephone 
\.as connected with the telephone in the Canadian Pacific Railway station?—A. Yes. 

Q. Was that telephone in the Canadian Pacific Railway station ordered out?— 
A. I do not know, I am not sure. . 

Q. Can you talk to the Canadian Pacific Railway station now?—A. Oh, no, we 
cannot because we cannot get a connection with the Bell system at all. 

Q. But can you talk with the Canadian Pacific Railway station?—A. I am not 
sure of that, but I think we can if we can get connection with the Bell system. 

Q. No, but you said you had a cable connection with the mainland ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And that connection terminated in the Canadian Pacific Railway station 
where there was a telephone?—A. Yes. 

Q. You could call up with the telephone?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is that telephone there yet?—A. I think it is. 

Mr. Boyce.—But the Bell people have taken it over, and the line leading to it— 
A. The Bell forms the connecting link between our station and the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, and they will not allow us to use their *phone at all. 


By Mr. Lewis: ° 

Q. Who used your line on the island?—A. The’sixteen subscribers. 

Q@. Any one outside of them ?—A. Well, yes, other people did sometimes. 

Q. Was it used by vessels on the river there in case of trouble or anything of that 
kind?—A. Yes, if a vessel ran aground or if they wanted a tug or anything of that 
kind, they used it. 

Q. And now they cannot use it?—A. They can use ours, but the message will have 
to be transferred verbally to the other line in order to be transmitted to Sault Ste. 
Marie over the Bell line. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. But the Bell Telephone Company will not terminate their system on a switch 
wacre you can put a plug in and connect your line?—A. Unless we comply with those 
conditions I have mentioned. 

Q. Naturally there will be a transfer of business between your line and theirs ?— 
A. I do not quite catch that. 

Q. What I mean is you could run your line into the Bell office2—A. We have it 
there already. 

Q. But they will not put in a plug and connect up your line with theirs?—A. No. 

Q. The message has to be transmitted verbally ?—A. We bought a plug board and 
have it there, but we are not allowed to use it. 

Q. In other words they refused to accept your business ?—A. Only on certain terms. 

Q. But they will take it with conditions?’—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Roche: 

Q. When McLennan had that system they did not insist upon those conditions ?— 

A. No, they did not. 
~  Q. Is your telephone the only telephone on the island?—A. Yes, and the Bell. 

Q. Is there any telegraph system there ?—A. -No, sir. 

Q. It is the only communication you have with the north shore ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many stations have the Bell on the island?—A. Four. 

Q. The previous rates of 10 cents, do you know whether they raised them, because 
they were not paying?—A. I do not know what they raised them for, I am not sure. 
There was considerable business done, I think, I know our line acted as a feeder to the 
McLennan line and considerable business came to that line in that way. 

Q. Did the Bell system desire to impose any conditions with reference to the in- 
struments you should use?—A. No, they did not, they had not said anything about that, 


the instruments are as good in every respect as any other. 
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By Mr. Boyce: 

* Q. The Bell Telephone Company, when they took over the McLennan system took 
over the cable that was supplied by the Government, did they?—A. Yes, they did. But 
I do not know whether it was given to us, to McLennan or who, but at the time it was 
got it was said to have been given by the Government. 

Q. That cable was supplied for the purpose of facilitating communication between 
the island and the mainland?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you cannot get communication by that means now?—A. No. 

Q. Could you do so at the time the cable was completed ¢—A. Yes. 

Q. But when the Bell Telephone Company took over the McLennan system. you 
could not get that connection?—A. Except on the conditions which they imposed. 

Q. Do you know any reason why—was any reason given to you why you should 
incorporate?—A. No, I do not think so. They said they would not do business with us 
at all until we were incorporated. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. How long has your system been in existence?—A. Four years. 

Q. At the present time you have 44 miles under construction and in operation ?— 
A. We have 44 miles finished and 9 miles that are being built. 

Q. And there are sixty-one telephones?—A. Yes. 

Q. And what is the number of householders on St. Joseph island ¢—A. What is the 
number of householders ? 

Q. Yes, you have 61 telephones there now, in private houses, are they 7— A. All 
nearly, but some are in stores and one or two in hotels. 

Q. Where they can be used by the public ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What are called pay stations and private houses ?—A. Well, there are no pay 
stations, there is no revenue from it. 

Q. There are more than the 61 householders who use the 61 telephones ¢—A. Oh, 
any one can use it, there is a nominal charge but it is not enforced. 

Q. What is the population of the island ?—A. About 3,000. 

Q. And the average cost has been $40 per ’phone ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is the average cost, that does not represent the real cost, does it? It 
would cost something more if you had to employ a contractor. Has not there been some 
contribution by men who wanted the ’phone in the way of labour ? Did the farmers, 
for example, put in any work for nothing or supply the poles ?—A. We put the poles 
at 40 cents, and the people can take them out for that, or pay it all in cash. It is 
optional. 

Q. Could a contractor build a line for the figure you have mentioned or could you 
replace what you have at the present time at $40 per ’phone ?—A. I think we could, 
provided the contractor would take the same price as before, and we could get the tele- 
phone material at the same price. 

Q. And the cost of the switching to-day is what ?—A. We made an assessment 
of $1 to pay the switching. 

Q. What about the maintenance ?—A. We had no maintenance at all last year. 

Q. That would have to be charged extra to the $1 that goes to the person who does 
the switching ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is very satisfactory, and it is growing ?—A. All the time. Nine miles 
are now being built and several others are on the point o. starting on other roads; I 
think eventually we will take in the whole Island. 

Q. Are you manager of it ¢—A. No, there are five trustees to look after each sec- 
tion. 

Q. You are the pioneer promoter ?—A. Not more so I think than some of the 
others. 

Q. Is it your opinion that a number of farmers, if they banded together in On- 
tario, could, by an expenditure of $40 and a yearly expenditure of something less than 
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By Mr. Maclean : 
$5, maintain a satisfactory telephone system ?—A. If they could get the poles and the 
material at the same cost as we did and the labour at the same rate they could do it. 
The poles are very easily got with us. 
Q. And you think it would be good public policy that all telephone companies 
should be compelled to exchange business and. to remove the disabilities under which 
you now labour ?—A. I certainly think it would. 


By Mr. Boyce: 

Q. Did you think that it was an unreasonable suggestion that you should become 
incorporated ?—A. Well, I do not know, we thought it rather unnecessary; we were 
getting along all right. 3 

Q. Well, then with regard to the inspectorship, with regard to the appointment 
of an inspector, what did you consider was the object of that ?—A. Mr. Burrows said 
it was in order to keep our line in thorough repair so that in case a person from Sault 
Ste. Marie wanted to talk over it, it would be satisfactory. If it was not right he might 
think it was owing to the Bell system being out of order and might blame them, when 
it might really be that our line was out of condition. 

_ Q. Did you think that it was an unreasonable proposition ?—A. No, I did not 
think that it was, if it did not cost too much. 

Q. It was a question of cost ?—A. That the expert inspector might cost us a good 
deal more than we wanted to pay. 

Q. You did not inquire into the cost closely 2—A. No, we did not. 

Q. Of course you knew you would have to take some care of your line ?—A. Yes, 
we knew that all right. 

Q. And you did not inquire as to what that cost would be ?—A. No. We thought 
we could do that ourselves. a 

Q. If these two conditions had been complied with, then the difficulty would have 
been got over ?—A. Yes. 

Q. But you did not get over it ?—A. No. 

Q. Was any alteration made in the McLennan line after the Bell Company took 
it over ?—A. They altered some boxes on the line and put on new generators and new 
transmitters. They put on adjustable transmitters and one thing and the other. 

Q. There was no improvement in the service ?—A. No, I do not think there was, 
it was good before. 

Q. Was the line to the mainland used more than it was during the McLennan re- 
gime?—A. I do not know that, I think the business is increasing all the time. 

Q. But that is on account of the increase in business generally ?—A. I think so, 


Witness discharged. 


WEDNESDAY, May 8rd, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the. Chair. 
Dr. Ross, of Florenceville, N.B., called and sworn : 


By the Chairman : . 
Q. Dr. Ross, where do you live ?—A. Florenceville, N.B. 
Q. In what county ?—A. Carleton county. 
Q. Have you any connection with any telephone organizations /—A. Yes, the 


Union Telephone Company. 
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Q. The Union Telephone Company, when was that established ?—A. In 1902. 

Q. Is it a joint stock company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you got a financial statement of the company with you ?—A. Yes; our 
last one (document produced). 

Q. What is the extent of your operations, Dr. Ross ¢—A. Well, we have a tele- 
phone system which is chiefly a rural system, in York, Carleton and Victoria counties. 

Q. Describe your rural system, please ?—A. It consists of party lines connected 
at convenient points by switches, and the greater part of it—well, perhaps more than 
half of it—are metallic lines, and then there are some single wire or ground lines. We 
have also an automatic exchange at Woodstock. 

Q. How many miles of poles have you with wire on them?—A. Well, about 350, sir. 

Q. What proportion is rural ?—A. Well that would be all rural. 

Q. It is all rural ?—A. Yes, I am not giving you the poles in Woodstock, you see. 

Q. You are speaking entirely now of the rural system ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many subscribers have you on the rural system ?—A. On the rural system 
it would be something over 200. We will say 200. 

Q. Are they all on party lines or have you any lines for local subscribers ?—A. 
They would be all on party lines. 

Q. On party lines ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many subscribers to one line ?—A. It varies according to the length of 
the line and according to the prosperity of the locality the line is in, and the desire of 
the people for a telephone. 

Q. Yes ?—A. Some have only 10 or 12 and some 25. 

Q. On one wire ?—A. On one wire. 

Q. Twenty-five ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Can 25 make a convenient use of one wire ?—A. With the proper kind of tele- 
phone they can. 

Q. They can ?—A. Up to 30. 

Q. What kind of telephone does that require ?—A. They are called ‘ Bridging’ 
telephones, with very powerful generators. 

Q. And what is the most you have, the largest number of subscribers on one party 
line 2—A. Twenty-six. i 

Q. What is the length of that line ?—A. Well it is 65 miles long, with some spurs. 
I think, probably, there would be 70 miles of wire. 


Q. Seventy miles of wire ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Of pole line, do you mean ?—A. Yes, pole line. 

Q. Seventy miles of pole line ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And 26 subscribers upon that ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And all using the line without the assistance of any manual switching t—A. 
Yes. 

Q. By the use of the automatic system or by signals ?—A. By signals. 

Q. It is all done by signals ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What was the cost per mile of this 61 miles ?—A. Well, our line has been built 


. by pieces, you know. 

Q. Well, instead of asking you that I will ask what would it cost to-day to build 
that mileage ?—A. I prepared an estimate of that to give you an idea of what we can 
build lines for in country places in New Brunswick, and I will read that to you or file it. 

Q. Well just read it and then file it. This is an estimate of such a line as you have 
spoken of ?—A. Yes, sir. 
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ESTIMATE OF THE COST OF CONSTRUCTING ONE MILE OF TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
IN COUNTRY PLACES IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 


40 poles, cedar, 7 i in. at top and 25 feet ae at She . -- 940 00 
Hauling poles for distribution .. .. ...... POR eet 7 
Peete ese ay SUP Cents. swe ei eee ee. Sc ee es ee TONG 
Setting polessi. ans... eee fo eo SVS Oe 
Cross arms, 4-pin arms, a 25 hens Aen apes) FEL) 1 AG) OG 
Pere er meee, ot, oe ane tee PS) 2 00 
Bolts atiweehern ee ee eee ee ee ee. | B00 
lefties yohehve eee. 2.) 2 OO 
Two wires, tools aed & iron ite No: 12. ees, AG. OO 
Retin rear CGe Gott an, en us teen ete 1) SES 2 | 10 00 
Guys, 2 anchors to each mile ee Beene 25 OO 
’Phones installed, at $20, average one ohane for ‘wel atest 10 00 

$140 00 


Q. That makes a total of $140 per mile, including the cost of the instruments ?— 
A. Everything. 
; Q. Then you say that throughout New Brunswick on the average to-day you could 
build rural lines at $140 per mile aud equip them with telephones ?—A. That is the 
average. 

Q. And they could be worked to the extent of 26 by the signal system ?—A. By 


signals, yes. 


Q. And what would it cost to maintain such a line in a thorough state of repair ?— 
A. Well, now, there is something—as a new company we knew nothing whatever about 
the telephone business, and the maintenance is a thing that we are looking into; and 
I might say that the results of the investigation by this committee is giving us a zood 
dea! of information as to what to allow each year for maintenance. We do not know—-— 

Q. You do not know ?—A. No. 

Q. You do not offer an opinion that would be of any value ?—A. It is only specu- 
lative. 

Q. You have not had the experience yet ?—A. Two years would not give very 
much. I know that some companies say that it is 8 or 10 per cent. Some claim that 
ig too high. 

~ Q. What does it cost those rural subscribers ?—A. These rural subscribers pay $25 
a year for business men, and for farmers $15 per year. 


Q. Each ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. For what privileges?—A. They have a distance of 65 miles that they talk all 
they want to. 

Q. On their own A. On their own wire, yes. 

Q. Where is your terminal, is it at Woodstock?—A. Oh, well, this line terminates 
at Andover. I see the meaning of your question. When they commence to pay what 
do they pay. 

Q. They go into the central?—A. Yes. 

Q. What have they to pay to get into the central?—A. Right at the central, if it 
is in a village as it is there, in Andover, we charge them around the village enough to 
cover the cost of itcdene wwhich is 10 cents. That is what we churge to speak to 
anyone in the village at Andover. And then a longer line up to say 25 miles we charge 
them 15 cents where we would charge another person more. 


1—c— 244 


Mr. D. W. ROSS. 


$72 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII. A. 1905 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. What is the first item on that statement?—A. Forty poles. 
Q. You have forty poles to the mile?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I will just ask you a few more questions and then I will finish. Your sub- 
seribers on this rural line pay $25 a year. What conveniences do they get for that fee? 
They have the right to speak over the whole system, have they ?—A. No, over this line. 

Q. Just over the 60 miles?—A. The 60 odd miles, yes. 

Q. And after that they have to pay tolls?—A. After that they have to pay tolls. 

Q. And now we will turn to the other branch of your system.—A. Well, this line 
I might say is hardly a rural system in this way: Tobique is a lumbering country and 
most of the men on this line are business men. 

Q. Yes?—A. And it ends at Depot Camp, above the settlement, above all the settle- 
ments. The subscribers on the rural lines which we run are mostly farmers. 

Q. That is what we want to get at—A. A metallic circuit we rent to the farmers. 
for $15, and a single wire circuit for $12. 

Q. What mileage of that class have you?—A. Well, it usually takes a line of about 
20 miles, along with spurs, bringing it up to anywhere from 30 to 50 miles of wire 
altogether. 

Q. You have 80 miles of wire?—A. 50. 

Q. Then you have a sort of trunk line with branch lines into different houses. 
is that it?—A. No, it would be—we will take two places ‘A’ and ‘B’ 20 miles apart. 
We will say the wire would run say from ‘B’ to ‘A’ with one 2 miles off to the right 
and another one 5 miles to the left. Perhaps off this way it might be 3 miles, and off 
here might be 8 miles, and that is how we get 50 miles of wire with spurs. 

Q. Exactly, with the trunk lines and the spur lines.—A. Well, it ig all one prac- 
tically. 

Q. They are all party lines, are they ?—A. That would be all one line. 

Q. They are all party lines?—A.Yes, all party lines. 

Q. And on these 50 miles how many subscribers have you?—A. Abott the same 
number. They usually get the lines up pretty equally, twenty to twenty-three. 

Q. Twenty to twenty-three subscribers on these 50 odd miles?—A. Yes. 

Q. Of rural lines?—A. Yes. 

Q. Those are farmer subscribers?—A. Those are farmers’ lines. 

Q. They pay $152?—A. They pay $15 for a metallic circuit. pals; 

Q. And what conveniences do they get?—A. They haye just the same as the others, 
all the people that would be on those lines. They can ring up themselves. 

Q. And if they desire to speak to persons who were not subscribers can they do so? 
—A. They can do so. 

Q. Without any extra charge?—A. No, we have a charge at these switching points. 

Q. But if a subscriber is calling up a non-subscriber there is a fee?—A. Yes. The 
rental covers the use they can make of it themselves without bringing anyone else to 
work for them. 

Q. Do you find a demand for it?—A. There are more calls for it than we can 
attend to. 

Q. You find a great demand for it?--A. Oh, a great demand. 

Q. Do the farmers desire to speak much beyond the local lines?—A. I do not think 
the farmers do as much as the business men do. 

Q. They require the long-distance lines more.—A. The business men, yes. It is 
very seldom the farmers would want it. They do not make use of it outside of where 
they are, but the business men do. The idea of these rural lines is to give the farmers 
the benefit of their own lin>. 

Q. Then the other branch of your service that is the Woodstock, and in populous. 
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centres, what is the extent of that 2—A. In Woodstock we have a ‘ Strowger’ automatie 
exchange. 

Q. With how many subscribers 2—A,. 113. 

Q. 113 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. When did you put in this automatic exchange ?—A. The latter part of 1903. 

Q. It has been in operation a little over a year 2—A. A little over a year, yes. 

Q. And have you had 113 subscribers continuously during that time?—A. No, we © 
started with 60. 

Q. Started with 60 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And with the automatic exchange at that time ?—A. We started with 60 sub- 
eribers with an automatic exchange. 

Q. You have had at least 60 subscribers since you put the automatic exchange in ? 
—A. We started our exchange with 60 subscribers and 53 have come on since. 

Q. Fifty-three since ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What has been your experience of the working of the automatic exchange ? Ts 
it a success ?—A. We think it is. 

Q. What does:it cost to work it? What does it cost to work per day, per month or 
per year ?—A. I could not tell you that. We have a man there that we pay $500 a year 
to attend to the automatic department. 

Q. To attend to it 2—A. To attend to it. 

.. Q. Every twenty-four hours?—A. Twenty-four hours, yes. He does not have to 
stay there all the twenty-four hours. 

Q. Do you close up the service ?—A. It runs itself, you know. 

Q. I see.—A. It is arranged so that it gives an alarm, lights a light, if anything 
is wrong and he has to go in. 

Q. What would it cost to have manual service instead of automatic ?—A. Well, if 
we had manual service we would have to have this man just the same because he attends 
to the outside wires, and it would take three operators, to give a twenty-four hours’ 
service. 

Q. That would cost how much ?—A. That would be extra. Three operators ? 
Well, we never hired any and I do not know what they would be paid, but I suppose it 
would be either $4 or $5 a week. 

Q. This is in Woodstock, is it ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Does the Bell Telephone Company operate in Woodstock ?—A. The New 
Brunswick Telephone Company. 

Q. Well, that is the same ?—A. It has 190, well, I think, probably 200. 

Q. And you have 118 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What do you charge ?—A. $15 a year for business and $10 for residence. 

Q. What does the Bell charge ?—A. They charge $10 for business and $5 for 
residence phones. 

Q. Less than you ?—A. They are now. 

Q. How do you hold subscribers when you are charging more than they do ?— 
A. Well, when we went there the New Brunswick Company were charging $15 for these 
short-distance transmitters—some of you may know—that if a man wanted a long-dis- 


tance transmitter he had to pay $5 extra which brought the charge up to $20. The 


people of Woodstock were very anxious for a better system and talked the matter over 
with us and the question came up about the charges. Supposing the other company 
would reduce their charges what would we do. We told them we could not do it for less 
than that, we could not reduce it and would not reduce it. We had considerable talk 
with the people and we concluded that they would stand by us pretty well, which they 
did, and we installed the system that they have although the other company brought 
their charge down to $10 for business phones and $5 for residence ’phones and put the 
long-distance transmitters on practically additional, or for nothing, whatever you have 


@ mind to call it. 
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By the Chairman : 

Q. Yes ?—A. And they also improved their wire service by putting in, I think, the 
common return. They made improvements on it any way. I see. The competition 
stimulated them ?—A. It must have. 

Q. Yes ? Have your subscribers long-distance connections, say to Montreal ?—-A. 

T don’t think there is any company down there can give it. 
Q. No compnay ?—A. No. None that I know of. 

Q. What about the New Brunswick company ?—A. They ‘cannot. 

Q. They cannot /—A. No. 

Q. Do you interchange with the New Brunswick Company ?—A. No. 

Q. You are strangers to each other ?—A. Strangers and aliens. 

Q. Aliens ?—Yes. 

(). Not on a peace footing?—A. Well, we are not quarrelling to-day, but they have 
never given us fair treatment. 

Q. You do not interchange connections ?—A. No. . 

Q. Would it be better to have one system or two for the public tA, For the pub- 
lic ? Well, that depends upon how you could get one system. 

Q. If it would work right ?—A. If it would work right, one would be better. If 
there are five systems the people hive to support them. 

Q. But there is some disadvantage in the subscriber having only one system ?—A. 
There is. If one system cannot give them all the places they want. 

Q. Yes. Besides Woodstock, in what other centres have you systems?—A. Well, 
Woodstock is a small town. There are no other towns in our territory. 

Q. No other towns?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the population of Woodstock ?—A. I think it would bat over 5,000. 

Q. About how many householders would there be ? About a thousand ?—A. I 
should think so. 

Q. And between .the two companies tnere are about 300 telephones in use now ? 
—A. Yes, the population would not be so great. J am inclined to think that Wood- 
stock’s population may have diminished. Carleton county has not gained in popula- 
tion the last census, perhaps the last two. Our people are going west. 

Q. What do you charge? You gave me your rates for Woodstock. You have 
brought us the statement here, Dr. Ross, I suppose the statement is correct ?—A. It 
is our last statement. 

Q. It reads as follows: 


Exhibit No. 77. ° 
Receipts. 
TRENEAIS fa eee. Sols 2 wis we! versk |’. © acd awn ee ee ee 
MEP ATC ENS os Saks Gute see ene OF eee 2,59-4 09 
Messengers...... pers Mick cet Cae 199 79 
Rentals, messages, As paoanes tBics Gt co aa ee 700 90 . 
$ 6,871 78 
Expenses. 
Onerating erpemaes. 6. ints oe, ail ee i BORG 
Peacoat yee ie. AS SW cee. 281 64 
aOR, Wee Bea & les ck 3 cdbewe eee 57 50 
PM MANIEE TRG 6S ae e ot a katate Bek 30 00 $ 1,830 01 * 
Netwevenne Tor 1904.00 lc. es) eo ede ARGa en ae De 
eestdividend.il0.4, 0.6 6h lessee gar kw Oe 1280 ae 
Treemiawiaents 210. (Bei) ar ee ln elles 1,667 64 $ 2,898 04 


Surplus spent on improvements to system. ......... . . S148 
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Q. That is the result of your financial operations for the year /—A. That we 
had expended on our system. 

Q. Well, yes, that is money spent.—A. Yes, we have not got it. 

Q. That you call the capital expenditure ?—A. Yes, I would suppose so. 

Q. It is not money spent in mere maintenance ?—A. No. 

Q. It is in further development ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you anything charged here in this statement for maintenance ? You 
have operating expenses, does that mean maintenance ?—A. I do not know whether 
that covers maintenance or not. I think that the maintenance would be what we 
should allow out of this $2,148. > 

Q. You do not know how much should go to maintenance ?—A. No. 

Q. Experience only will show you that ?—A. Yes. 

Q. This is the way you turned it out for this purpose ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you put your instruments in the railway stations?—A. We have been try- 
ing to get them in the Woodstock station. 

Q. In the Intercolonial?—A. No, the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

Q. Were you successful?—A. No, we were not. 

Q. Why?—A. Well, in the first place before we would put our system in we went 
to the superintendent at the station and talked to him about it, and while he would not 
rent a telephone he agreed to allow us to put two in without charge. We have his letter 
allowing us to do so. 


Mr. Mactean.—Read that, please, Sir William. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. This is Gated April 11, 1903, and is as follows :— 


Exhibit No. 78. 


“Dr. Brown, 
‘ Florenceville. 

‘Dear Sir,—Referring to our conversation some days since in regard to ‘tele- 
phones. . 

‘We now have seven telephones in Woodstock and therefore do not care to sub- 
scribe for your instruments, but if you desire for the purpose of extending your busi- 
ness to install instruments in the freight and despatching office free of expense, with 
the understanding that you will maintain the instruments and not hold us respon- 
sible for them in any way and will remove them at any time on ten days’ written 
notice, you may put them in. 

‘Yours truly, 
‘D. W. NEWCOMBE, 


‘ Superintendent.’ 


Q. What followed ?—A. We wrote him saying we would do so, and the reply he 
sent was this: (Producing letter.) 

Q. This is the answer ?—A. We went on to put up our wires and when our men 
came to wire the station in July we got this letter. 

Q. This is the answer to your letter of July ?—A. No. 

Q. Then you got this letter from him ? It says: 


Exhibit No. 79. 
‘Woopstock, N.B., July 14, 1903. 
D. W. Ross, M.D., 
‘Secretary Union Telephone Co., Ltd., 
‘ Florenceville. 
‘Dear Sm,—Your letter of July 8rd just reached me to-day. The offer waich I 


made to Dr. Brown in April will have to remain in abeyance until I again refer this 
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matter to our company, as things have changed somewhat during the past three 
months. 
‘Yours truly, 
D. W. NEWCOMBE, 
* Superintendent,’ 


A. I have not the letter which we sent to him, but it was this way, our men went 
to wire the station and he told them to stop, and I wrote him referring to this letter 
which I filed first. - 

Q. Was that letter to Dr. Brown or to yourself ?—A. I forget—Dr. Brown is our 
president. 

Mr. A. JoHNstoN.—To make the correspondence complete we ought to have the 
other letters; as a matter of fact they must be filed. 

The CHairMan.—Yes. 


Mr. Mactean.—We are glad to get what we can. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You have not got copies of your 2etter to him?—A. No, we have not got our 
business down very fine yet. 

Q. At all events, this is a letter dated July 20th, 1903, (letter produced and mark- 
ed), as followe :— 


Exhibit No. 80. 
‘ Woopstock, N.B., July 20, 1903. 

*“D. W. Ross, Esq:, 

‘Secretary Union Telephone Co., 

‘Florenceville. 

‘Dear Sir,—With further reference to your letter July 8, re installing telephones 
in despatching office and freight office at Woodstock. 

‘Am advised by the company that as we already have telephones in these offices 
they do not care to instal more at present. 

‘Yours truly, 


‘D. W. NEWCOMBE, 


* Superintendent.’ 


The CHatrMAN.—Mr. Chrysler, do you remember the date of the contract made 
between the Bell Company and the Canadian Pacific Railway ? 


\ Mr. Curyster.—First May, 1902. 
WItNEss.— We left Mr. Newcombe and went to the next higher man, Mr. Downie. 


By the Chairman: 


@. These letters are from Mr. Downie?—A. Yes. 
Q. Here is a letter from Mr. Downie, marked as follows:— 


Exhibit No. 81. 

‘Sr. Joun, N.B., Oct. 8, 1903. 
“Dr. D. W. Ross, 
‘Florenceville, N.B. 


‘Dear Sin,—Referring to your letter of the 2nd inst. The matter of placing one 
of your telephones in tne railway station at Woodstock is under the consideration of 
the management, and on hearing from them, I will advise you promptly. 

“I did not reply to your former letter, because up to the present time I did not 
have anything definite to give you. J am under the impression that I advised you 
Mr. D. W. ROSS. . (: | 
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throuph Supt. Newcombe that the matter was under the consideration of the manage- ° 
ment, and therefore did not consider it necessary to send you the same information 
in writing. 


‘Yours truly, 
“WM. DOWNIE.’ 
A. Now, tne board of trade took the matter up and had a petition signed by all 


the business men and sent it on to Mr. Downie, and he.sent this letter through Mr. 
Newcombe in reply :— 


Exhibit No. 82. 
“Woopsteck, Noy. 7, 1903. 


- “W. B. Betysa, Esgq., 


‘Mayor, Town of Woodstock, N.B. 


“Dear Sirn—lIn regard to petition by merchants and others of Woodstock, which 
was handed by you, requesting the installation of the Union Telephone Company’s 
telephone at Woodstock station, am sorry to advise you that our company cannot see 
its way clear to grant the request. The following is a copy of a letter received under 
‘date Nov. 6tn, from our general superintendent: 

‘“T regret to have to advise you that I cannot grant permission to the Union 
Telephone Company to place a telephone instrument in our station building at Wood- 
stock. We have an agreement with the New Brunswick Telephone Uompany giving 
them sole right of installing instruments in our stations, where they now have an ex- 
change, or may hereafter have one.”’ 


‘Yours truly, 
‘D. W. NEWCOMBE. 


Superintendent. 


The CHaIRMAN.—We ought to follow up the agreement with the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company. 


Mr. Maciean.—That is a new feature. 


The CHairMAN.—It is an alias. Here is a letter dated January 28th, 1904, from 
Mr. Newcombe to Dr. Ross, marked as follows : 


Exhibit No. 838. ns 
“Woopstock, N.B., Jan. 28, 1904. 
D. W. Ross, Esa., : 
Secy.-Treas. the Union Telephone Co., Ltd., 
Florenceville, N.B. 


‘Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge rezeipt of your favour Jan. 27, in regard to 
installing telephones in our Woodstock offices. Will forward .same to our company 
and advise you as soon as hear from them in the matter. 


‘Yours truly, 


‘D. W. NEWCOMBE. 
* Superintendent.’ 
A. These two go together, one from Mr. Downie to Mr. Newcombe, and one from 
Mr. Newcombe to us. (Letters produced.) 
Q. Here is a letter from Wm. Downie, Supt., at St. John, to the local superintend- 
ent, Mr. Newcombe. These are his instructions, I suppose ?—A. Yes. 


Q. The letter is as follows: 
Mr. D. W. ROSS. 
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Exhibit No. 84. 


‘D. W. Newcomse, Esq,., Sr. Joun, N.B., Feb. 5, 1904. 
* Superintendent, 
‘ Woodstock. 


‘Dear Sir,—I have received your letter enclosing one from the Union Telephone | 
Company, regarding the installation of instruments in our station at Wc :dstock. I 
have taken the matter up with our people in Montreal, and on hearing from them will 
advise you. 

‘Yours truly, 


‘WM. DOWNIE.’ 


Q. This is the letter we got (producing letter.) 
Q. The letter from Mr. Newcombe was as follows : 


Exhibit No. 85. 
‘Woopstock, N.B., Jan. 28, 1904. 
‘D. W. Ross, Esq,, va, 
‘Secy.-Treas. the Union Telephone Co., Ltd., 
‘Florenceville, N.B. 


‘Drar Sir.-~I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour January 27, in regard 
to installing telephones in our Woodstock offices. Will forward same to our com- 
pany and advise you as soon as hear from them in the matter. 


‘Yours truly, 
“D. W. NEWCOMBE. 
‘ Superintendent.’ 


Q. This is the last letter you received (producing letter) ?—A. Yes. 

Q. This is the letter from Mr. Newcombe, of February 22, 1904?7—A. The two of 
these go together. 

Q. It is as follows :— 


Exhibit No. 86. ‘Woopstock, N.B., February 22, 1904. 


‘D. W. Ross, Esq,, 
Ses., Union Tel. Co., Ltd., Florenceville. 


Dear Sir,—In answer to your favour.of January 27 asking permission to instal 
telephones in the railway offices at Woodstock, our company advise that a similar case 
is up before the Board of Railway Commissioners in connection with another town and 
they would prefer to leave this matter in abeyance until some order is issued with re- 
gard thereto, however, your company might think best to now lay your case before the 
Railway Commission. 

‘Yours truly, 
‘D. W. NEWCOMBE, 


‘ Superintendent.’ 


Q. That closed the correspondence, did it?—A. Here is another letter (letter pro- 
duced). P 
Q. This is a letter from Mr. Newcombe, of February 17, 1904, to Mr. Ross. It 
reads as follows :— 

Exhibit No. 87. 


D. W. Ross, Esq., Woopstock, N.B., February 17, 1904. 
Sec., Union Telephone Co., 


Florenceville, N.B. 
Dear Sir,—Your favour February 15. Under date of January 28, I acknowledge 
receipt of your favour January 27, copy of which I inclose. I also inclose a copy of 
Mr. D. W. ROSS. 
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reply from General Superintendent Downie, as to what action he has taken in the 
matter. No doubt there will be a reply in a short time. 


Yours truly, 


D. W. NEWCOMBE, 
Superintendent. 


Q. Well, all these letters were received by you or Mr. Brown?—A. Yes. 
Q. Mr. Downie and Mr. Newcombe were officers of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
—A. Yes, besides that, the President, Dr. Brown, went to see Mr. Downie. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Will you allow me. Here is a most significant statement not yet brought out, 
in this letter to Mr. Newcombe, at least this is the first appearance of it where he, speak- 
ing on behalf of the Grandia Pacific Railway, says: ‘Our company advise. that a 
similar case is up before the Board of Railway Commissioners in connection with an- 
other town, and they would prefer to leave this matter in abeyance until some order 
is issued with regard thereto.’ That is, if the Board of Railway Commissioners should 
settle this question it would be an immediate relief to the whole situation?—A. Yes. 

Q. And that the railway company is disposed, as they must ‘Le ,to settle the ques- 
tion?’—A. Yes. 


Mr. Maciean.—It shows the urgency of the matter being settled by the Railway 


~ Commission. 


The CuHarrman.—The Port Arthur representative told us they had never followed 
up the application. 

Mr. Boyce.—The Port Arthur people have been applied to by the Railway Com- 
mission, and they don’t want to proceed. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Yes, that did come out. . 

Mr. Borce.—The Railway Commission are quite ready to proceed, fai the Port 
Arthur people show some disinclination. 

WitTNeEss.—The Port Arthur people penis the damage would be so excessive they 
don’t want to proceed. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. They have not tested it, they do not know yet what the decision of the Com- 
mission would be?—A. They contemplate heavy damages. 

You have not got into the Canadian Pacific Railway station at. Woodstock ?— 
es INO; 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You were going to tell us about an interview?—A. Well, our President saw 
Mr. Downie, and he told him the reason he had this exclusive agreement, then our 
board took the matter up and followed it to the head office at Montreal. It would not 


_ make any difference, however. They said they had the agreement, and we could not do 


anything more than we had done. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. That is the position of the matter to-day?—A. Yes, so far as the history of 
the station at Woodstock is zoncerned. 

Q. Are you attached to any other railway company?—A. No. 

Q. Are you excluded from any other public office of any kind, steamboats, cartage, 
railways ?—A. There is not any other. Of course we have always foun] no trouble 
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By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. There is one question I would like to ask. You say you have not any inter- 
change of business with the Bell Company ?—A. With the New Brunswick Telephone 
Company. 

Q. Wouldn’t it be a good thing for your company and for themselves to inter- 
change business ?—A. I think it would. 

Q. And especially if you paid them a reasonable rate, and it would be a public 
advantage if there was an interchange of telepnone business ?—A. It would be a pub- 
lic advantage if there was an interchange at fair rates. I think it should be based 
on something the way the railways base rates, by through rates and local rates. 

Q. Always provided A... Yes, 

Q. Your subscribers would not object to paying the toll rates of the New Bruns- 
wick Telephone Company if they had the use of the New Brunswick wires?’—A. No. 

Q. And the New Brunswick Company would have no difficulty in collecting the 
tolls from your company ?—A. I cannot see why they would. We are a responsible 
company. 

Q. Yes, all right ?—A. These interchanges of business are always done in this 
way: We will say, I am in a company, for instance, and meet a man of the New 
Brunswick Company, and I say to him, ‘I will be responsible for all messages, going 
off our line.” And he says he will be responsible for tne messages going the other 
way, and then there will be a balance which can be easily adjusted. 

Q. A clearance every month ?—A. Yes. And it is easy. We have a connection 
with a company across the line. 

Q. Tell us about this policy of freeze-out that is taking place, the attempt that is 
being made by the-New Brunswick Company to freeze you out by cutting rates.—A. 
That would apply to Woodstock. 

Q. I mean Woodstock.—A. Yes. 

Q. Are there towns similar to Woodstock where there is no competition and where 
the New Brunswick Company charges higher rates ?—A. Yes, Fredericton. 

Q. How much do they charge there ?—A. I have heard $25. 

Q. So that where they have a rival they discriminate in the rates in order to in- 
jure the rival. Is Fredericton a larger place than Woodstock?—A. It might have a 
thousand inhabitants more. 

Q. They are almost places of equal size ?—A. Yes. 

Q. But the New Brunswick Company to your knowledge, discriminates as to its 
rates in a town where it has a rival ?—A. It does, I know that. 

Q. And it has a much lower rate than in Fredericton ?—A. It is much lower than 
it was before we went there. . 

Q. And lower than they charge in Fredericton ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


- Q. How many ’phones can you operate on the ‘Strowger’ system ?—A. I think 
the capacity is up to 100,000. 

Q. Up to 100,000 2—A. I think so. 

Q. The system you have ?—A. No, I was speaking of the system generally. It 
is built up in sections. We can build up any size. 

Q. What is the number in each unit ?—A. Well, I know when we want to en- 
large ours we can put one telephone on at a time. 

Q. You started in with one ?—A. We started in with sixty. 

Q. What is the capacity of the first ‘Strowger’ equipment that you put in ?—A. 
Well, I think that would be just an instrument by itself. 

Q. For sixty ?—A. No. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Wasn’t it good for one hundred ?—A. You see, you always start these with. 
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some number. If you went to a small village and wanted to put in an exchange with 
a capacity of fifty, you would want to have fifty instruments, and you can connect 
the whole fifty, and if you want any more you can add one at a time. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. One at a time ?—A. Yes, including central switch and a telephone—we call 
them stations. 

Q. Well, will you have to buy another section then for fifty ’phones?—A. We have 
113 now. 

Q. Yes.—A. If we want to put another one on we would have to buy another ’phone 
and another switch, &c.; and we can go on, as far as I know, indefinitely. 

Q. I see.—A. Yes, of course, with our system we have a small room, and we have 


not any great number, but we have the apparatus. 


Q. Though you have the apparatus there at the same time you have room for more? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. How many will that apparatus operate, how many can you put on itt—A. We 
can put 500 on that apparatus. 

Q. That is what we want to get at—A. But that is mae the iron frame, we could 
have a frame for a thousand if we wanted to, the iron frame and shelves are quite simple 
in construction, and we can go on adding one by one. 

Q. What does that system cost?—A. About $40 a station. p 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. That means each ’phone?—A. It means the ’phone and the switch corresponding 
to it, the batteries that run the ringing power, the distributing board, the whole busi- 
ness excepting the wires. 

Q. It includes the telephone in the man’s house, and the connection at the central ? 
—A. Yes, but it does not include the outside wires. 

Q. Do you know who is the president of the New Brunswick Telephone Company ? 
—A. I do not know, I have heard, but I do not know. 


By Mr. Johnston: 

Q. The New Brunswick Company and: your company are operating in Woodstock ? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. And the New Brunswick Company’s rates are lower than yours?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any dissatisfaction on the part of the people of Woodstock with the 
New Brunswick Company by reason of their rates being lower than yours?—A. Well, 
I might say I do not know, I never asked them the question. 

Q. As a matter of fact you are not aware that there is any dissatisfaction in Wood- 
stock by reason of the lower rates the New Brunswick Company charge?—A. No, I am 
not aware of it, but I am not in Woodstock very much, I have not been there since last 
September anyway. 

‘Q. Do you regard the rate question as an important question in connection with 
this matter of telephones?—A. Well, I think that every business concern, whether it 
is a company or not, should do business on business principles, and not at a loss. I do 


not think any company should do business in one place at a loss and then charge more 


in another place than is necessary in order to make up for that loss. 
Q. What I want to ascertain is if reasonable rates are secured for the people of 


any locality, that is the important question to them, so far as the telephone question 


is concerned ?—A. Well, I do not think that the question of rates is the whole thing, 
I think the people want accommodation, and they want a good service too. 

Q. I mean, of course, that the accommodation shall be good, good accommodation 
and at reasonable rates?—A. I have seen reasonable rates when you could not get tele- 
phones in before now in some places. I have seen places where they could not find any 
fault with the rates, but they could not get telephones, and if you could not get the 


telephone what is the good of having rates? 
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Q. For instance if you could get the telephones, supposing the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company extend their system throughout the entire province, and shut out 
every other company in the province, if the rates are reasonable the people generally 
are not the sufferers as a result of that extension; your company may suffer, and other 
companies may suffer, but the public generally are not sufferers as a result of the opera- 
tion of the New Brunswick Telephone Company ?—A. You might find that out by going 
where they have been operating alone for many years, and seeing how the people are 
satisfied there. 

Q. But I couple with my statement the further statement that the rates must be 
reasonable. If we can bring about a condition of affairs by which reasonable rates can 
be secured by people in districts where the New Brunswick Company operate, that, to 
the people, is the important question, is it not ’—A. Well, I suppose the rates are an 
important question, but I cannot speak for the people anyway. 

Q. You regulate your own rates in the province of New Brunswick?—A: Yes. 

Q. And the Government of New Brunswick have no authority over your rates? 
They have no power, they exercise no power whatever as to what rates you shall charge, 
do they ?—A. I am not sure, but I do not think they do. There may be a clause in the 
charter, there was in that of some other companies. 

Q. There was in the charter of some of the companies?—A. Yes, but whether that 
clause is limited to a certain number of years or not, I do not know. 

Q. Your charter does not contain any clause by which you are compelled to sub- 
mit to any regulations of your rates ?—A. Speaking from memory, I do not tink 
there is. ; 

Q. Are you aware whether there is any such clause in the charter of the New 
Brunswick Company ?—A. I think there is some clause, but whether it referred to 
the time they were given an exclusive monopoly, or not, I could not say. It might be 
only for that time that they were given an exclusive monopoly, for a certain number 
of years, I do not remember the wording of it, it might refer to that and it might refer 
only to a portion of the province. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. You stated that you charged $15 for a metallic service and $12 for a single 
line, why do you discriminate, what is the difference ?—A. A single line is one that 
has one wire only on it. ° 

Q. Yes?—A. And a metallic circuit has two wires ; it is the difference in cost 
of the wire, but that is not the main reason, which is this, that there is hardly any 
interference with a single wire, in the working of it, in a single year, possibly a tree 
may fall on it, once in a while and that would be about all, whereas the metallic cir- 
cuit has two wires and those wires come together all the time, and every time they 
do so we have to send out a man to separate them, it may be a distanee of twenty 
miles. A farmer may be hauling hay and cause them to go together or the wind will 
bring them together. 

Q. You might get no better service from the one than the other ?—-A. It is a far 
better service on the metallic circuit, but it is the extra cost of maintenance more than 
anything else that causes the increase in price. 

Q. Does the $15 pay for a metallic service?—A. Yes—it pays us. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. Is your company incorporated ’—<A.Yes. 

Q. Under what government {—A. Under the New Brunswick government. 

Q. Is there any provision in your charter regulating rates 7—A. I do not think 
so, speaking from memory. 

Q. Have you any provision by which if there is any dispute with regard to the 
amount of rates charged application can be made to the government, or to some de- 
partment of the government ¢—A. I do not think there is, 

Mr. D. W. ROSS. 
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Q. So that you are not subject at all to government control in the matter of rates 2 
A. I do not think so. 

Q. And yours is a mercantile company, you are getting the best rates you can ?— 
A. Well, yes, we are mercantile in a way. While we did not want to zo into this be- 
cause we wanted to make money, we went into it to get accommodation for ourselves 
and for our neighbours. 

Q. And from that, following that initiatory desire, you went into it from a mer- 
cantile point of view, did you not ?—A. Not so much that, you see we would have our 
mowey in it and perhaps, I am not positive as to the number of miles we had up then, 
some other localities wanted us to extend, and we said, ‘ Here you extend yours, put 
in your money, and we will do so,’ and they said, ‘ Well, what do we get ?’? And we 
said, ‘We will pay for what we get, and you pay for what you get, we will give you 
stock for what you put in, the rates we make will give us a reasonable return and give 
you reasonable rates.’ 

Q. Have you got tne charges down to the lowest basis on which you can get a 
reasonable return /—A. I do not know that. We have not allowed any sum for de- 
preciation. 

Q. What was your last dividend ?—A. Eight per cent. 

Q. Was that for the last year?—A-. That was for the year. 

Q. That was for the period during the competition you have had ?2—A. During 
the competition. 

Q. How long have you had competition ?—A. A year. 

Q. What effect has it had upon your rates ?—A. Well, we started with $15 a year, 
and we did not reduce it. 

Q. You did not reduce it ?—A. No. 

@. And has the competition affected your rates now ?—A. We are not reducing 
rates. 

Q. Do you contemplate reducing them ?—A. I do not think go, no. 

Q. You are not contemplating it ?—A. No. We could not attend to the automatis 
exchange for that number of phones at any less rate, but if we had 200 we might. 

Q. What is the total amount invested, you might have stated it. 

The CHAIRMAN.—It is in the statement. 

Q. Can you state off-hand?—A. $40,000 odd. 

Q. And you pay 8 per cent on that ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you give connections to outside or independent toll companies 7—A. Yes. 

Q. That is independent of your own company ?—A. Yes. , 

. On what terms do you make those connections ?—A. We agree to certain rates 
and each month there is a settlement, we pay the other company for any messages we 
have sent and for any messages they send over our lines they pay us. 

Q. You can give a switching connection ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Before any company obtains switching connection with your line what process 
do you go through with regard to ascertaining the suitability of that line or system, for 
connecting with your line ?—A. We never went over any other system yet. 

Q. That does not make any difference. Do yousay you can connect with any line 
without previous inspection ?—A. I do not say that, but we did not go over any of the 
lines that we are connected with because we knew something about them. The last line 
we connected with we knew the instruments were bought last summer, and we know that 
no one nowadays will buy poor instruments. 

Q. Are the instruments the main thing to be considered ?—A. There are two things 
to be considered, the instruments and the line. 

Q. The instruments and the line ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And what with regard to the line ?—A. I think all lines on which service is 
made between two companies should be metallic. 

Q. Do you impose in providing for switching connections with such a system, do 
you impose any conditions with regard to the maintenance of the local systems in an 
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efficient state 2A. No, we never have, we think there is no company but what will see 
it to be to its own interest to keep its line in good condition. 

- Q. You are satisfied to take their system as it stands ?{—A. Certainly, we know the 
necessity of keeping our own line up, and we know that every other company realizes ‘t 
is necessary to keep theirs up too. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What was the cost of incorporating your company in New Brunswick, is there 
a speedy form of incorporation ?—A. There is, but we did not use that. 

Q. You are incorporated by Act of parliament of the legislature ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is a very important suggestion in this Jetter, Sir William, that there should 
be a speedy and cheap method of incorporation provided for these telephone companies. 
—A. I think the fee we paid was $50, I think that was the amount. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Dr. Ross, will you just verify these two statements that were put in at an earlier 
stage of your examination ? This statement of yours gives the cost per mile at $140, 
that is a correct statement, is it ?—A. Yes. 


(Document filed as Exhibit 76. See page 871.) 


Q. You also handed to the committee this financial statement for the last fiscal 
year, which I read?—A. Yes. 

Q. This statement correctly shows the receipts and expenditures of your company 
for the last fiscal year?—A. Yes. (Document filed as Exhibit No. 77. See page 374.) 


Witness discharged. 


The CuairMAN.—-I desire to lay before the committee two statutory declarations, 
one by Frederick Sydney Jones, Superintendent of Municipal Telephone Plant, of Fort 
William, Ont., also that of Geo. Robinson, of Fort William, Ont., together with a 
marked list of subscribers to the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Ltd., in the town 
of Fort William, Ont., showing the number of subscribers to be 150 of which 42 obtain 
free service, 31 connections are those of offices of the Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
pany, 2 offices of the Bell Telephone Company, leaving but 75 subscribers from whom 
the Bell Telephone Company is receiving revenue. 

Exhibit No. 88. 

DoMINION oF CANADA, 

District oF THUNDER Bay. In the matter of Bell Telephone Company. 
To Wit: 

I, Frederick Sydney Jones, of ths town of Fort William, in the district of Thunder 
Bay, do solemnly declare: 

1st, That I am the Superintendent of Municipal Telephone Plant in the town of 
Fort William. 

9nd, That the names of the Subscribers in the directory of the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany at Fort William, which are checked and marked with red ink, were so marked by 
me, and that I personally saw and conversed with the above mentioned parties, and that 
‘they each and every one of them informed me that the Bell ’phone now used by them 
was absolutely free, and they have not nor do they expect to pay for such service. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true, and 
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by virtue of 
the Canada Evidence Act, 1898. 

FRED. S. JONES. 

Declared before me at the town of Fort William, in the District of Thunder Bay, 
this 8th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1905. 

JNO. J. WELLS, 


Notary Public. 
Mr. D. W. ROSS. \ 
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Exhibit No. 89. 


DoMINION oF CANADA, 
District of THUNDER Bay. In the matter of Bell Telephone Company. 
To Wit: = J 


I, George Robinson, of the town of Fort William, in the District of Thunder Bay, 
do solemnly declare: That about one year ago I allowed a Bell ’phone in my house 
on Cameron Street, Fort William ,on condition that same would be absolutely free of 
charge. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true, and 
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by virtue of 
the Canada Evidence Act, 1898. 

GEO. ROBINSON, 


Declared before me at the town of Fort William, in the District of Thunder Bay, 
this 6th day of April, in the year of our Lord, 1905. 
JNO. J. WELLS, 

Notary Public. 


Turspay, May 9, 1905. 
The Committee met at eleven o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


The Cuamman.—Gentlemen, this morning we are to proceed with the examination 
of Mr. McNicoll and Mr. Sise. I see these tw» gentlemen are present. In what order 
is it the wish of the committee that they shall be examined ? 


Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—I would suggest that Mr. McNicoll be examined first, as the 
examination of Mr. Sise will take wo a much longer time. ‘3 


The CuairMANn.—Is it the pleasure of the committe2 thar Mr. McNicoll be examined 
first 2—Carried. 


The Cuamman.—Mr. Aylesworth, for whom do you appear? 


Mr. AyteswortH.—For the Bell Telephone Company, Mr. Chairman, and I ask for 
_ the liberty of cross-examining witnesses. 


The CuairmMan.—Do you also want to cross-examine Mr. MecNicoll ? 


Mr. AYLEswortH.—It may be. I might say, Mr. Chairman, if I may be permitted 
at this stage, we were of course not aware of the purpose for which Mr. McNicoll is 
summoned, but we assumed that it was probably with reference to contracts existing 
between his company, the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, andthe Bell Tele- 
phone Company, and if the inquiry, so far as Mr. MeNiecoll is concerned, is 
being prosecuted with any idea that contracts exist between the railway com- 
pany and the telephone company giving to the latter exclusive rights in the 
stations of the former, or otherwise, it seemed to us that we should point out 
to the committee at the earliest possible opportunity that since the Railway Act of 
1903 there can be no such exclusive contract, and that accordingly no such exclusive 
contracts any longer exist between the telephone company and the railway company. 
Under the 198rd section of the Railway Act every company or corporation operating 
a telephone line has a right, notwithstanding exclusive contracts, to find its entrance 
into stations of a railway company subject to the control of the Board of Railway Com- 
missioners, and we take it that any contracts we have with the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company are, under that legislation, subject entirely to the control of that board 
without reference to whether or not they contained any exceptions which until that 


statute was passed granted exclusive rights to the telephone company. 
Mr. D. McNICOLL. 
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Mr. Mactean.—Well, do you contend that the case is before the Railway Com- 
mission ? 
Mr. AYLEswortH.—I think so. 


Mr. D. McNicott, of Montreal, called and sworn: 


By Mr. Chrysler, K.C.: 

Q. You are an officer of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, Mr. MeNicoll ?— 
A. Yes, sit 

Q. What is your position?—A. Vice-president. 

Q. And have you any agreements with the Bell Telephone Company in relation to 
privileges to be exercised by the company over your railway, or privileges given to you 
by the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. We have an agreement. 

Q. We have here an agreement which has been produced dated May 1, 1902. (See 
Exhibit 4a, page 47 of the evidence). Is that the only agreement ?—A. It is the only 
one in existence to-day, but we have prior agreements. 

Q. Yes. The agreement of May 1, 1902, is the last agreement and the only one in 
existence?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have no other agreement to produce than the existing one we have already 
before us?—A. With the Bell Telephone Company ? 

Q. With the Bell Telephone Company.—A. That is all in writing. 

Q. Your answer would suggest that perhaps you have agreements with other tele- 
phone companies ?—A. We have. 

Q. Can you, from-memory, tell us what agreements you have with other companies? 
—A. I have got copies of them with me. I can give official titles of all of them, the 
New Brunswick Telephone Company agreement 

Q. What is the date of that?—A. January, 1904. The Raw Westminster and 
Burrard Inlet Telephone Company and its allies the Canada Western Telegraph and 
Telephone Company. 

~ Q. Give me the date for tha New Westminster and Burrard Inlet Telephone Com- 
pany and its allies. What is the date of that?—A. The first day of January, 1902. 

Q. Yes, the next one ?—A. That is all. That last one embraces the lines of a lot 
of companies and this is the list : The Canada Western Telegraph and Telephone Com- 
pany, the Vernon and Nelson Telephone Company, the Kootenay Lake Telephone Com- 
pany, the Victoria and Esquimalt Telephone Company, and the Nanaimo Telephone 
Company. 

Q. That includes all the telephone companies of British Columbia, does it ?— 
A. It takes in the Kootenay country and the mainland in the neighbourhood of Fraser 
Valley and it also takes in Vancouver island. 

Q. Have you copies of these agreements with you ?—A. I have. 

Q..Can you file them for the information of the committee ?—A. Yes. These are 
rough copies, but I believe they are perfectly accurate. They have been gone over in 
the ordinary way. I had only a few minutes to make copies. 

Q. They are copies made in your office of originals which are there ?—A. Yes. I 
did not bring them up with the intention of filling them, but more as a reference for 
myself. Still, I believe they are accurate. There are only clerical errors, if there are 
any at all. They are as follows :— 

Exhibit No. 90. ’ 

This agreement made in duplicate this first day of January, A.D. 1904, between the 
New Brunswick Telephone Company, an incorporated company, incorporated by Act of 
Assembly of the province of New Brunswick, having its principal office in the City of 
Fredericton, in the province of New Brunswick, hereinafter called ‘the telephone com- 
pany,’ of the first part; and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, hereinafter called 
‘the railway company,’ of the second part ; 
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Whereas the telephone company are desirous of having the exclusive right of 
placing their telephone instruments in the several stations and offices of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company situated in towns and cities and along the telephone com- 


pany’s long line system, now constructed or to be constructed in the province of New 


Brunswick, and where the telephone company has established or may establish telephona 
exchanges ; 

And whereas the railway company are now indebted to the telephone company for 
rentals on telephones ; 

And whereas the railway company have agreed with the telephone company to 
allow said exclusive privileges during a period of six years from the date of this agree- 
ment, so far as they have power to grant the same, for the considerations and on the 
terms and conditions he‘einafter set forth, and also on the releasing of said indebted- 
ness ; 

Now this agreement witnesseth :— 

1. That the railway company, for and in consideration of the premises, and of the 
covenants and agreements hereinafter contained which, on the part of the said tele- 
phone company, are to be performed and kept, doth hereby grant to the said tele- 
phone company the privileges of placing its telephone instruments, apparatus and wires 
in the several offices and stations of the railway company situated as aforesaid. This 
privilege to be an exclusive privilege, subject, however, to any statute from time to 
time in force and to the rights of the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, 
granted to said company by an agreement bearing date on or about the first day of May, 
A.D. 1902, and made between the said The Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, 
of the one part, and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, of the other part, and to 
any other exclusive privileges heretofore granted by the railway company or its predeces- 
sors inconsistent herewith, together with the privilege of entering upon the lands and 
premises of the said railway company, to erect, maintain or repair, and to keep main- 


. tained, erected or repaired the said telephone instruments, apparatus and wires. 


To have and to hold, use and enjoy the said privilege to the said telephone company, 
and its successors for a term of six years from the date of this agreement ; 

And it is further agreed that the said exclusive privileges and the covenants and 
obligations of this agreement shall remain in full force and effect after the termination 
of the said six years, for and until such time as one or both of the contracting parties 
to this agreement shall give thirty days’ notice in writing to the other of its termina- 
tion. The notice in writing given by the General Superintendent of the Atlantic Divi- 
sion of the railway company shall be held sufficient notice on the part of the railway 
company ; 

And it is hereby agreed by and between the parties hereto that the privileges hereby 
granted to the said telephone company can be cancelled at any time by the said railway 
company, if requested so to do by the said The Bell Telephone Company of Canada, 
pursuant to the terms of said agreement of the first day of May, A.D. 1902. 

And it is further agreed by and between the parties hereto that the telephone instru- 
ments shall be placed and changed in such positions in such offices and stations as may 
be designated by the officer in charge thereof, such request to be countersigned by the 
General Superintendent of the Atlantic Division of the Canadian Pacific Railway 


_ Company. 


And it is further agreed by and between the parties hereto that if said telephone 
company shall fail to place a telephone instrument in any station house of the said 
railway company in said province of New Brunswick, then and in so far as the said 
station house is concerned the privilege hereby granted shall cease, and the said railway 
company shall have the right to allow any other telephone company to place a telephone 
instrument in said station house ; 

And it is further agreed by and between the parties hereto that the telephone 
company will place and maintain, free of charge, in such offices, stations and resi- 
dences of officials of the railway company employed in the maintenance and operation 
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of the said railway company as may be designated by the General Superintendent of 
the Atlantic Division of the railway company, up to but not exceeding the number of 
fifty telephones in the whole, including those already installed on the railway system, 
but in addition to one telephone each at the railway stations in St. Stephen, Wood- 
stock, St. Andrews and Fredericton, which the Telephone Company are to continue, 
free of charge during the continuance of these presents,, should the telephone com- 
pany desire that there should be a telephone at these stations, it being understood 
that the telephone company shall not be required to construct or provide new pole 
lines for the railway company under this agreement, and will, on request of said 
general superintendent, change and remove said telephones, and further that the said 
reilway company shall also have the free local use of such further instruments as the 
telephone company may install in the stations or other buildings of the railway com- 
pany. 

And the said telephone company doth hereby covenant and agree to and with 
the said railway company that it will maintain, during the period of th’s agreement, 
an efficient telephone service at the place or places where the said telephone instru- 
ments are placed, the telephone company to have the privilege, the consent of the 
General Superintendent of the Atlantic Division of the railway company first being 
obtained, of placing one or more instruments for the use of the railway company only 
en any of the lines constructed for the railway company running into their general 
offices, or upon lines of greater length than one mile from tne exchange when an effi- 
cient service can be maintained by so doing. 

And it is further agreed by and’ between the parties hereto that the railway com- 
pany will furnish five annual passes to officials of the operating staff of the said telephone 
company, said passes to cover the lines of the said railway company in the province 
of New Brunswick, and shall, from time to time, supply the telephone company with 
such further passes as may be required in the service of the telephone company, to 
pass the linemen, workmen and employees of the telephone company in their trains 
and over their road, and shall permit such linemen, workmen and employees to carry 
with them, free of charge, such tools, impliments and materials as they usually carry 
in their hands for the purposes of their work, not more than four such passes to be 
granted at any one time. 

And it is further agreed by and between the parties hereto that where the tele- 
phone company has no excnanges or telephone lines the railway company shall be at 
liberty to continue any present contract or at any time hereafter to enter. into a con- 
tract with any other telephone company having telephone lines at such place or places, 
eranting by such contract to said telephone company ‘the privilege of placing their 
telephone instruments, apparatus and wires in any of the station-houses, offices or 
premises of the said railway company in said place when actually required for rail- 
way purposes. Provided, however, that the said contract shall not grant any such 
privilege for a period exceeding two years, without the proviso that the same shall 
be terminated at an earlier date on the request of the said telephone company, if 
rade in writing, the telephone company having, in the meantime, established their 
system at said place and being in a position to furnish a lke service. 

And it is further agreed by and between the parties hereto that should the said 
telephone company fail, neglect or refuse to perform and fulfil the covenants or . 
agreements herein contained, and such neglect or refusal to so fulfil ana perform 
any such covenants or agreements so to be kept by the said telephone company shall 
be communicated to the said telephone company by a notice in writing signed by the 
General Superintendent of the Atlantic Division of the said railway company, and 
such failure, neglect or refusal shall continue for thirty days after said notice then 
the privilege herein granted to the said telephone company shall cease and determine. 

and it is further agreed that the officers, agents and employees of the said rail- 
way company shall well and carefully use and care for the instruments to be fur- 
nished as above mentioned, and shall take all reasonable and proper care of the same. 
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-It is understood that the said fifty free telephones are to be supplied for the pur- 
poses of the said railway company and shall not be open to the use of the general 
public either for remuneration or otherwise. ‘That the said telephone instruments 
are and shall continue to be the property of the telephone company and that at the 
expiration of this agreement, or on breach or non-fulfilment by the railway company 
of any of the covenants or agreements oneits part hereinbefore contained, the tele- 
phone company shall have the right by its officers, servants and workmen to enter 
upon and into the prerhises of the railway company and remove the said instruments, 
Lut such removal shall not deprive the telephone company of any other right or remedy 
to which it may be entitled sy reason of any such breach or non-fulfilment of this 
agreement, but upon the removal of the said instruments the exclusive privilege 
granted to the said telephone company shall at once cease and determine. 

And the said telephone company, for and in consideration of the premises, and of 
the sum of one dollar of lawful money of the Dominion of Canada to it in hand well 
ond truly paid at or immediately before the ensealing ana delivery of these presents 
(ihe receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged) doth hereby release the said railway 
company of and from all claims, demands or debts which may be now due or payable 
by the said railway company to the said telephone company. 

In witness whereof the said The New Brunswick Telephone Company has ex- 
ecuted these presents by affixing hereto its corporate seal and causing these presents 
to be signed by Fred. P. Thompson, its managing director, and W. Emile Smith, its 
secretary and the said The Canadian Pacific Railway Company has executed these 
presents by affixing hereto its corporate seal and causing these presents to be signed 
by its vice-president and secretary. 


THE NEW BRUNSWICK TELEPHONE COMPANY, 
rep, P. THompson, Managing Director. 
[Seal.] W. Emits Suira, Secretary. 


THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY. 


D. McNicouu, Vice-President. 
[Seal.] C. Drinkwater, Secretary. 


Exhibit No. 91. 


This agreement made this first day of January 
one thousand nine hundred and two. 


BrErweEen: 


The New Westminster and Burrard Inlet Telephone Company, and its allies, 
viz:—(Canada Western Telephone and Telegraph Company, Vernon and Nelson 
Telephone Company, Kootenay Lake Telephone Company, Victoria and Esquimalt 
Telephone Company, Nanaimo Telephone Company), having its principal offices in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, hereinafter called ‘The Telephone Company’. 


and 


The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, a body corporated, having its principal 
office in the city of Montreal, hereinafter called ‘The Railway Company’. 

Witnesseth that the said parties have covenanted and agreed as follows :— 

(1) The telephone company will at each place in British Columbia at which 
the telephone company now operates or may hereafter during the life of this agree- 
ment operate a telephone exchange, furnish the railway company the following num- 
ber of telephones free of charge for use in connection with its railway and telegraph 
business :— (15) fifteen at Vancouver, (10) ten at Nelson, and (5) five at each and 
every other exchange where they operate. 

(2) The telephone company will also issue to the officials of the railway company 
in British Columbia connected with its railway and telegraph business: (25) twenty- 
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five books of franks, and annual passes to the superintendents good over the long-dis- 
tance lines of the telephone company. 

(3) The railway company will furnish to the officials of the telephone company 
in British Columbia, (3) three annual passes over its railway (including lines, leased 
or controlled by it) in British Columbia, and also annual passes to the telephone 
company’s repairers between certain point8, to be decided upon by the presidents or 
general managers of the two contracting companies. 

(4) The railway company will also issue trip passes to telephone employees be- 
tween points on the Pacific Division when travelling on business of the telephone 
company. . 

(5) The railway company will also transmit within British Columbia free of 
charge, for the telephone company, telegraph messages on the telephone company’s 
business, when addressed to, or signed by the telephone company’s officials. 

(6) The number of annual passes, or franks, free telephone connections, andl 
extent of free transportation, shall be determined from time to time by the general 
manager of the railway company and the general manager of the telephone company, 
as the business of both companies may from time to time require, and such passes, 
franks, and telephone connections shall only be issued on written application of an 
officer of either party designated by the general manager of the railway company or 
the general manager of the telephone company. 

(7) The telephone company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone 
instruments, apparatus and wires, in the several stations, offices and premises of the 
railway company throughout the province of British Columbia (for telephone pur- 
poses only), where the telephone company has established or may, during the life of 
this contract, establish telephone exchanges. . 

(8) Each company, so far as it may properly do so, without prejudice to its owa 
business, shall grant to the other facilities for carrying its wires and lines through 
or over its poles, bridges and other premises, on equitable terms, to be agreed upon, 
and neither company will grant similar facilities to any other company. 

(9) This agreement shall remain in force for the period of five years from the 
date hereof. , 

(10) It is understood and agreed between the parties hereto that if the Beil 
Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, with whom the railway company has made 
un agreement similar to this agreement, applying to the whole Dominion of Canada, 
shall at any time during the life of this agreement, operate telephone lines in the 
province of British Columbia, so as to afford to the railway company a telephone 
service satisfactory to it along the whole or a substantial portion of the territory 
served by the lines of the New Westminster and Burrard Inlet Telephone Company, 
then the railway company may serve on the telephone company a written notice nam- 
ing a day not less than one month from the service of the notice for the termination 
of this agreement, and on the day so named in said notice this agreement, and ail 
rights of the parties hereunder shall cease and be at an end. 

In witness whereof each of the said parties has caused to be set hereto its cor- 
porate seal, and the signature of its officials below named. 


THE WESTMINSTER AND B. I, TELEPHONE CO., LTD., 
W. FARRELL, 
Director. 
W. H. SALSBURY, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 
THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY, 
D. McNICOLL, 
Second Vice-President. 


C. DRINKWATER, 
Mr. D. MeNICOLL. Secretary. 
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Mr. CHRYSLER.—Q. Well, we will have to examine those agreements presently. We 
will take tze older one with the Bell Telephone Company. (Exhibit 92, printed on 
page 47 of the evidence as Exhibit 4a.) That provides for an interchange of several 
privileges. JI have classified them here in this way. The Bell Telephone Company 
agrees to furnish to the railway company telephonic connection between the offices 
and stations of the railway company and the exchanges of the telephone company. 
That is the first one. They also issue to the officials of the railway company annual 
passes or franks good for the long-distance lines of the telephone company. The third 
is free telephonic exchange connections and the fourth is the maintenance of the local 
exchange in the head offices of the company, Windsor station, Montreal. The railway 
company on its part agrees to furnish annual passes to the officials of the telephone 
company over its own railway and telegraph lines, leased or controlled by the railway 
company and will also furnish free transportation to the employees of the telephone 
company over their railway lines in Canada. The third paragraph of the agreement 
provides that the telephone company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone 
instruments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of the 
railway company throughout the Dominion of Canada where the telephone company 
has, or may during the life of this contract, establish telephone exchanges, it being 


-understood in connection with new exchanges being established, that the railway com- 


pany will be given a fair service sufficient for its business. That is the principal part 
of the agreement. There is another which follows which will require separate consid- 


eration. Now that agreement has been carried into effect, has it ? You have acted 


upon that ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Since it was made? Are there many of your stations in which the Bell Tele- 
phone Company have established telephone stations, I think they call it, or connec- 
tions?—A. I think that they have practically established telephones wherever we have 
esked them in all places where they have their telephone lines. 

Q. In all places where they have exchanges is what the contract calls for. And 
we have evidence here—perhaps it is only necessary to ask you the general question— 
evidence has been given that at a number of points your company has endeavoured 
to enforce this agreement as to exclusive privileges, that is you have refused to give 
connection to other telephone companies and individuals?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You know of your own knowledge or have you any correspondence with refer- 
ence to any of the particular cases in which this has occurred?—A. I know fairly well 
cf my own knowledge. 

Q. One of the cases which was spoken of is the case of the Fort William and Port 
Arthur Telephone Company—I think that is the name of it. They were desirous of 
having a telephone placed in your stations and I understand in the elevator, and pro- 
bably in the freight shed at Fort William, and was that refused by your company !— 
A. Yes. 

Q. It was refused? Another case which has been frequently mentioned is with 
reference to a small company which desired to obtain connection, telephone connec- 
tion, with your station at Locust Hill near Toronto?—A. I have some recollection of 
it. Ido not think that the correspondence in connection with that came directly under 


me. I recollect the Port Arthur and Fort William one well, because I met the alder- 


men or those interested in the company at Fort William. 

Q. Well, is there any other case, besides that that is within yeur own knowledge 
that you can speak of now?—A. One. 

Q. Where is that?—A. At Woodstock, N.B. 

Q. At Woodstock, N.B. What occurred at Woodstock, N.B.?—A. We were un- 
able owing to our contract with the New Brunswick company to let them into our 
station and I think, our general superintendent waited on them and explained che 
matter to them. 

Q. Yes, and you declined to give them the connection upon the ground of your 
existing agreement with the New Brunswick company?—A. Yes, sir.. 
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Q. The New Brunswick Company’s agreement, then I take it, includes a clause 
similar to the one that I have called attention to in the Bell Telephone Company’s 
agreement ?—A. An exclusive clause? | 

Q. Yes.—Yes. It is not altogether the same wording but it is somewhat of the 
same nature. It has got a clause in, so far as we can legally do so or to that effect. 

Mr. MAcLtEAN.—What is that, so far as you can legally do so? 

Mr. CurYSLER.—Mr. MecNicoll thinks it is qualified in that way. 

(To Witness)—Perhaps you can find it, I cannot see it. 

WitNEss.—This is a later contract. 


I will read the whole paragraph. This is paragraph 1 of the agreement with the 
New Brunswick Company (Exhibit No. 90). 

That the railway company, for and in consideration of the premises, and of the 
covenants and agreements hereinafter contained, which, on the part of the said tele- 
phone company are to be performed and kept, doth hereby grant to the said telephone 
company the privileges of placing its telephone instruments, apparatus and wires in the 
several offices and stations of the railway company situated as aforesaid. This privilege 
to be an exclusive privileze, subject, however, to any statute, from time to time in force, 
and to the rights of the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, granted to said 
company by an agreement bearing date on or about the first day of May, A.D. 1902, and 
made between the said The Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, of the one 
part, and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, of the other part, and to any other 
exclusive privileges heretofore granted by the railway company or its predecessors 
inconsistent herewith, together with the privilege of entering upon the lands and pre- 
mises of the said railway company, to erect, maintain, or repair, and to keep, maintained 
‘erected or repaired, the said telephone instruments, apparatus and wires. 

Q. Well, is there any other exclusive privilege except the one granted to the Bell 
Telephone Company that you are aware of ?—A. The New Westminster Company. 

Q. Nothing that would interfere though with this one in New Brunswick ?—A. No. 

Q. Then the agreement with the New Westminster and Burrard Inlet Telephone 
Company (exhibit 91), does that contain a similar clause?—A. I do not think so. I 
think it simply refers to the clause, so far as the Bell Telephone Company is concerned. 
They are all subject to the Bell Telephone Company’s contract, which ante-dates them all. 

Q. This is one that appears to refer to it?—A. It is modified. That clause is all 
right, but it is modified by ten. 

Q. Isee. Then clause 7 and clause 10 togeth>r will give us the effect of it. Clause 
7 provides that ‘The telephone company shall have the exclusive right of placing tele- 
phone instruments, apparatus and wires in the several stations, offices and premises of 
the railway company throughout the province of British Columbia (for telephone pur- 
poses only), where the telephone company have established or may, during the life of 
this contract establish, telephone exchanges.’ Clause 10 you say qualifies it. Clause 
10 provides that: ‘It is understood and agreed between the different parties hereto 
that if the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, with whom the railway com- 
pany has made an agreement similar to this agreement, applying to the whole Domin- 
ion of Canada, shall at any time during the life of this agreement operate telephone 
lines in the province of British Columbia so as to afford to the railway company a 
telephone service satisfactory to it along the whole, or a substantial portion, of the 
territory served by the lines of the New Westminster and Burrard Inlet Telephone 
Company, then the railway company may serve on the telephone company a written 
notice naming a day not less than one month from the service of notice for the ter- 
mination of this agreement, and on the day so named in said notice this agreement and 
all rights of the parties hereunder shall be at an end.’ This is dated January 1, 1902, 
before the statute was passed ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And has any case arisen for enforcing that agreement in British Columbia? 
_ Has any objection arisen ?—A. I have heard of no objections. 
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Q. There has been no case in which any company or person there has desired to 
obtain telephonic connection ?—A. I have not heard of any. 

Q. Well then a further privilege given by the agreement with the Bell Telephone 
Company is contained in paragraph 8 which provides for another exclusive privilege 
that ‘each company, so far as it may properly do so, without prejudice to its own 
business shall grant to the other company facilities for carrying its wires and lines 
through or over the poles, subways, bridges, and other premises on equitable terms to 
be agreed upon. And the railway company will not grant similar facilities to any other 
telephone company.’ Has that been acted upon between the companies to any extent ?— © 
ANY es sir. 

Q. Are there many p!aces in which the wires of the telephone company are carried 
over the poles of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company ?—A. Yes, I believe so. 

Q. Is there any case in which any other telephone company has applied to your 
company for the privilege of carrying wires and has been refused?—A. On our poles? 

Q. Yes.—A. I cannot recall any just now. . 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. On your ground?—A. On our ground, of course we could not prohibit them 
going there. There are a lot of telephone companies that go over our line, but not over 
our poles, not that I know of. I do not know that we have ever been asked. 

Q. The Locust Hill people say you refused to allow them to put a guy pole on 


your property, in fact they had to take it away.—A. A guy pole? 


Q. Yes.—A. I did not hear of it. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
Q. Has it occurred at any place in connection with any of your bridges?—A. Oh, 
yes, the Bell Telephone run over some of our bridges. 
Q. But any case in which another company has requested the privilege of carry- 


- ing a wire over one of your bridges?—A. I cannot recall any. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 
Q. Have you any of the earlier contracts between your company and the Bell 


- Telephone Company ?—A. I have not them with me, because I did not think they would 


be really wanted, but I know of the prior contracts. 

Q. How far back do they extend?—A. I believe the first sda reand was made in 
1901, no. 1891. 

(@. In 18912?—A. In 1891.- I know it was in 1891. 

Q. Was that the first contract of this character you haa with any telephone com 
pany ’-—A. I believe that was the first with any of the telephone companies. 

Q. And since that time, since 1891, has there ever been a time when you were 
not under a contract of this character with the Bell Telephone Company?—A. Wz 
were not under contract. We were working practically on the same lines. I think 
there was a little interval between the closing of one and the opening of the other 
but it was simply pending some changes that we wanted made in it. 

Q. Then speaking in a general way you can tell me perhaps if each of these prior 
contracts contained similar provisions to those in the present agreement with regard 
10 exclusive privileges on the part of the Bell Telephone Company?—A. They all con- 
tained exclusive privileges. 

Q. That feature was common to all?—A. That has been common to all with the 
Bell Telephone Company since 1891. 

Q. And about how many such contracts have there been?—A. With the Bell 
Telephone Company ? 

Q. Yes.—A. My recollection is that there were three of them. 

Q. That is the present one is the third do you mean?—A. I think this one is 


the third. 
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Q. Then do you know at what time or about what time the Municipal Telephone 
System of Port Arthur and Fort William first came into existence?—A. I do not 
really know the time, but my recollection is it is about two years ago since I met the 
council or a number of the council of Fort. William and Port Arthur. 

_ Q. You had then, for ten, eleven or twelve years prior to that time, a contract 
with the Bell Telephone Company substantially the same in its provisions as the one 
at present in existence?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then had the renewal of your contract with the Bell Telephone Company in 
May, 1902, anything at all to do with that Fort William affair?—A. None whatever. 

Q. No connection in the world between the two?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You have, I suppose, some special privileges under this contract?—A. We have 
some very advantageous privileges. 

Q. Of value to the railway company ?—A. Of considerable value to us. 

Q. What would your judgment be, as a business man, as to the relative value of 
the privileges you enjoy under the contract as compared with those that the Bell 
Telephone Company enjoy ?—A. I would rather not give you a free answer in front of 
Mr. Sise. But I think we have got rather the better end of the bargain, in fact, 
we have got considerably the better end of the bargain. I found when the first con- 
tract expired, I found that we had very much the better of it and our use of telephones 
has been increasing vastly since then. I expect it to stil] further increase, in fact, 
I am under negotiations now with a view to making changes and still further increas- 
ing our telephone facilities, because I believe the day is coming’ when the railways 
will largely have to use their own telephones for train ana other operations. I have 
been looking into the whole question in the United States and I find that the service 
is growing. 

Q. You have free services for the company’s officials and agents at your pleasure 
under the contract?—A. Well, I would not say for all. We pay for some services 
where we have special work to be done, but on the whole we get a free telephone service 
wherever they have it. 

Q. Wherever the lines extend ?—A. If we asked for a special operator for a phone, 
or special wires, or special local connections we would pay for these. 

Q. Yes, certainly. And in your practical experience is the telephone to some 
extent superceding the telegraph{—A. Yes, for short distances, and for certain ser- 
vices. 

Q. Even for train services?—A. Not as yet. I am experimenting with that. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I did not call your attention, Mr. MeNicoll, to the 6th clause of the agree- 
ment which provides that the terms and conditions of this contract shall also apply 
to the Canadian Pacific Railway Telegraph, and that where telephonic connection 


with local exchanges is required for an office of either the above, the agent for which’ 


carries on any other business, and acts as agent for any other company, he shall pay 
one half the regular exchange rates, and the company or companies represented 
herein by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company shall pay nothing for the service. 
That is also enforced is it?—A. Yes sir, 

Q. And is carried out between the two companies?—A. Yes sir. 

Mr. Mactean.—Do you agree with the statements made by Mr. Aylesworth, that 


you do not wish to take advantage of any statute that may limit you in regard to 
any advantages or privileges you may give to the Bell Telephone Company ? 


Mr. Ayteswortu.—I did not make any such statement. 
Mr. Maciean.—Well I understood that was a statement, that as far as the statute 


was concerned, you would obey it, and you said in the case of Fort William that you 
wished to give them whatever the statute gave them. 


Mr. AyLEswortH.—I do not think I expressed any desire. 
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Q. And you have not given any exclusive privileges since the statute was passed ? 
—A. I think that New Brunswick agreement on which we had been working for 
some time speaks of an exclusive contract as far as the law will let us. 

Q. And you wish to obey the law as far as it goes? That is the attitude of the 
company ?’—A. Certainly. 

‘ Q. Well, section 193 of the Railway Act says:— 


‘Whenever any municipality, corporation or incorporated company has authority 
te construct, operate and maintain a telephonic system in any district, and is desirous 
of obtaining telephonic connection or communication with or within any station or 
premises of the company, in such district, and cannot agree with the company with 
respect thereto, such municipality, corporation or ncorporated company may apply to 
the Board for leave therefor, and the Board may order the company to provide for such 
connection or communication upon such terms as to compensation as the Board deems 
just and expedient, and may order and direct how, when, where, by whom, and upon 
what terms and conditions such telephonic connection or communication. shall be con- 
structed, operated, and maintained.’ 

Q. As far as your company is concerned, you are willing to carry out that statute ? 
—A. Certainly. If the board made an order we would be obliged to. 

Q. Then I wish to direct your attention to clause 253 of the Railway Act which 


reads as follows :— 


‘All companies shall, according to the respective powers, afford to all persons 
and companies all reasonable, and proper facilities for the receiving, forwarding and 
delivering of traffic upon and from their several railways, for the interchange of 
traffic between their respective railways, and for the return of rolling stock; and no 
company shall make or give any undue or unreasonable preference or advantage to 
or in favour of any particular person, or company or any particular description of 
traffic in any respect whatsoever—nor shall any company, by any unreasonable delay 
or otherwise howsoever, make any difference in treatment in the receiving, loading, 
forwarding, unloading, or delivery of the goods of a similar character, in favour of 
or against any particular person, or company,’—and it goes on— 


Mr. Burrows.—That has nothing to do with it. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. I am coming to the point in view, and that is unfair treatment to any person 
in the loading, receiving or delivery of trade. The Act binds you to treat all persons 
fairly and equally without any discrimination. Well, do you not think your company 
has been discriminating against your clients in the matter of receiving or forwaraing 
or unloading freight when you give a preference to one company over another com- 
pany which may be serving cllents of yours /—A. Why do we give it ? 

Q. Do you think you are obeying the Railway Act?—A. If we do not act up to the 
Railway Act, we do not act up to the Railway Act. 

Q. But are you obeying the Railway Act? It says you shall treat the public fairly 
and equitably. 

Mr. Demers.—Mr. Chairman, that is a question of law. 

Mr. Maciean.—This is not a court. This is a question of ascertainment of facts. 

Mr. Demers.—You are putting a question of law. 

Wirtness.—l think we are obeying the law if that is what you are trying to get 
from me 

Q. You say you are not discriminating, yet you refuse a private company who 
are clients of yours entrance to your station? Supposing they organize a telephone 
company and wish to get into your station and have the same advantages for shippers 
that the Bell Telephone Company have, and you refuse that convenience to them. 
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Do you say you are obeying the Railway Act ?—A. I think we are obeying the Rail- 
way Act. 

-Q. And you think then that you do not come under ‘the penalty imposed where 
a company or any director or officer thereof, who shall wilfully do or cause to be done 
something contrary to the provisions of the Railway Act. In such cases they are 
deemed to be guilty of an infraction of the Act and liable to a penalty. Now the 
Railway Act imposes upon you the duty of treating the public fairly, of not discrim- 
inating against them in any way and there is a penalty provided in case of violation, 
The question I ask you now is do you consider that you are carrying out the spirit 
of the Railway Act and treating the public fairly and not discriminating when you 
give those exclusive privileges to the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think you are obeying the Railway Act?—A. Yes, if I had any doubt 
about it, I would ask our lawyers about it. 

Q. And have you taken the opinion of your lawyers about it?—A. I do not know 
that I have, to be candid, on that one particular point. Clause 253 you say that is / 

Q. Clause 253 says you shall treat the public fairly and shall discriminate against 
no one and that everybody shall have equal terms. Now let me come te the Locust 
Till case. There is a local company at Locust Hill composed altogether of people 
who do business with your company, and they are anxious to ask your company 
whether their freight has arrived or whether you can take a shipment of freight 
whether you have cars there for their convenience and for your advantage, and do 
you think you are treating them fairly as a railway company in giving the clients of 
the Bell Company access to your station by ’phone and refusing it to these other 
members of the community who are also clients of yours?—A. Oh, I think that the 
Rell Telephone Company have got an open station that anyone can go to. I think, 
that point you are trying to make is a little far fetched. 

Q. I do not think so—A. Honestly I do not think we are going contrary to that 
law, and in saying so, I think I have answered your question. This telephone ques- 
tion is before the Railway Commission in the meantime. We are quite willing to 
abide by their decision and I think that in putting ourselves in that position we are 
doing all that can be expected of us. 

Q. Well then I will ask you another question. The Canadian Pacific Railway 
enjoys a great franchise in this country?—A. I have heard you say so several times. 

Q. But do you know that the Canadian Pacific Railway has a great franchise 
in this country ?—A. It is a great railway if that is what you mean ? 

Q. No it has a franchise to run in this country?—A. Yes, I believe we have. 

Q. But as a matter of fact, you know that the Canadian Pacific Railway hav2 
this great franchise and you know that they have received great subsidies from the 
people of Canada in the shape of lands and money? Is it so or not so?—A. Well you 
are saying so. 

Q. No, but I am asking you as vice-president of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
do you know that?—A. I think that we have done so. 


Mr. J OHNSTON.— We all know that. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. I am asking you, have you received from the people of Canada large subsidies 
in the way of money and land?—A. Well when you use the word ‘large’ that is by 
comparison; I cannot tell. It may be large now, and it may have been small at the 
time. 

Q. Well, you received subsidies ?—A. Well, you know just exactly what we know. 

Q. Well, I don’t know, I was asking you ?—A. Certainly we have. 

Q. Well, why not answer the question instead of quibbling 2? You are giving the 
people in return a service, and a very good service ?—A. TI hope so, we try to do so. 

Q. And you are paying a dividend to your shareholders ?—A. T hope so. 

Q. Well, the Criminal Code says :— 

Mr. D. McNICOLL. 


i i ey! _———— 


ae, 


Pe PS ae oS 


ee ey ee ee ee ee ee 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 397 
APPENDIX No. 1 


‘ Everyone is guilty of an indictable offence and liable to a penalty not exceeding 
four thousand dollars and not less than two hundred dollars, or to two years imprisou- 
ment, and if a corporation is liable to a penalty not exceeding ten thousand dollars an} 
not less than one thousand dollars, who conspires, combines, agrees or arranges with 
any other person, or with any railway, steamship, steamboat or transportation com- 
pany,— 

(4.) to unduly limit the facilities for transporting, producing, manufacturing, sup- 
plying, storing or dealing in any article or commodity which may be a subject of trade 
or commerce.’ 

Now, do you not consider that your company have violated that statute by making 
this exclusive agreement ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. This exclusive contract with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. And that you are not conspiring against the public of this country—A. No, sir. 

Q. That is your answer ? Well, then, we will take this other statement of yours, 
that you are getting more returns from the Bell Telephone Company. You told us 
that in return for this exclusive contract that you have rather the best of it ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, if you have rather the best of it, somebody must pay for it. Do you not 
think that the people of Canada who happen to use telephones are paying for this 
advantage that you have ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Well, who is paying for it /—A. We bought that cheap. 

Q. You bought that cheap and you get this overwhelming advantage ?—A. I don’t 


say overwhelming. Mr. Sise is here. 


Q. Well, you get what you think are advantageous privileges. You told us you got 
the better end of it. 

Mr. DEMERS—It is in every contract. - 

Mr. MAcLEAN.—It may be in every contract. The point I want to get out, Mr. 
Chairman, and I think it is a fair question in a parliamentary committee is that the 
O.P.R. which was a public franchise, which has received public grants, and which under 
the law, has to serve the public fairly and to treat everybody without discrimination, 


that it has conspired with the Bell Telephone Company, another institution enjoying a 


large public franchise, to treat a portion of the public unfairly, and to discriminate in 
connection with the transportation of goods, and I ask Mr. McNicoll if he does not 
think the Canadian Pacific Railway is doing that to-day ?A. I do not think we are. 
We would not for a moment if we thought we were. We are just as careful as you 
or any other verson is about obeying the laws of the country and working for the 
public good. i 

A. The lawyers will really be better for that. 

Q. Now, you say you gave the Bell Telephone Company certain services in return 
for the services they gave you. You transport their poles and give their employees 
transportation ?—A. There is some clause about that. You are putting something in 
that I am not sure about. I would like to read the agreement itself. Does it say any- 
thing about carrying poles ? 

Q. Freight, yes. Will you please read that Mr. Chrysler, in the Bell Company’s 
agreement, 

Q. Mr. MeNicoll, will you tell us, if you know, what amount of passenger trans- 
portation you had to give to the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. I do not know. 

Q. Do you know how many passes the Bell Company has ?—A. I cannot answer 
that, but it is a matter of record. 

Q. Well, then, is it not this that the agreement was for service, that was probably 
the intention of both companies when it was made; would you not if you carried their 
officers over your line be in receipt of a certain amount of money if they travelled over 
your line and did not possess those privileges which were given them under the agree- 
ment.—A. You mean that if we wouldn’t give them passes ? 

Q. Yes ?—A. They would either have to pay us, or else the conductors. 
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Q. And if you had to get a telephone service from them, you would also have to 
pay for that ?—A. I presume so. 
~Q. And if it was an equitable agreement would still get money for carrying 
their officers, and they would get money for the telephone service which the railway 
company gets, would they not ?—A. Yes. 
Q. And if this agreement was fair ?—A. I think I told you that we got more 
than we had given them, the facts being that the use of the telephone has increased 
more rapidly than the use of the transportation, since the making of our first agree- 
ment. I believe when the agreement was first made, this original agreement back in 
1891, we both started out equal. That was about the case, but the continued increase in 
the use of the telephone has given us a little advantage. 

Q. But you will be very glad to renew it ?—A. I would renew it to-morrow if it was 
out, and I could. 

Q. You say they are entitled to give you a certain service, and that you were con- 
sidering the question of using the telephone in preference to the telegraph, do you con- 
sider that your present contract would allow you to manage the train service under that 
contract, and that the Bell Telephone Company would have to give you a telephone 
service for that purpose ?—A. I have not really considered that, but I have always 
found when I went to the Bell Telephone Company with any reasonable proposition they 
took it up in a very reasonable way, and I would not have any fear of being able to 
negotiate a business agreement with them. 

Q. But I am asking you if your contract would allow you to manage a train ser- 
vice by telephone?—A. I would really have to ask a lawyer about that if I had any 
doubt on the subject. 

Q. I am asking you now, whether you think the contract would cover that ?— 
A. What I am considering now is, that it is the practice now on many of the railways 
in the United States, which are using that method now, here and there, and I have had 
people go and visit these places, and I have had the reports and maps furnished me on 
the subject, some of them I have read and others I have not read yet. 

Q. You have a contract with the New Brunswick Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. With whom did you make that?—A. I think it was made with the company 
through our General Superintendent. 

Q. Do you know whether that company is an rake of the Bell Telephone Company 
or not 2—A. I really do not know. 

Q. And you have an agreement with the Telephone Company in British Columbia ? 
With whom was that made ? And is that an ally of the Be]] Telephone Company a 
A. I do not know, but I could not make a contract with them unless the Bell Telephone 
Company were agreeable. 

Q. I want to ask another question. Do you know that in some of your stations and 
freight sheds, in some places, to-day, you have given access to the independent telephone 
companies ?—A. No, I do not know of any particularly. 

Q. Well, we have had the testimony here before the committee that you are doing 
that 2?—A. It might be. 

Q. For instance, at Harrietsville and at a number of points in New Brunswick and 
at one or two in Quebec.—A. We have always some agents who do things without being 
asked to, or even without asking permission. 

Q. But if your attention were called to it, you would prevent it ?—~A. I would stop 
it if I considered it contrary to our agreement, because when we make an agreement we 
endeavour to keep it. 

Q. And under your charter you have an agreement with the people to give them 
proper service ? And under the Railway Act as well ?—A. We endeavour to keep 1t 


as well. 

By Mr. Johnston: 
; Q. In reference to this question as to the advantages that you have as a result 
of the contract with the Bell Telephone Company, do you enjoy those advantages 
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exclusively, or are the patrons of your road participants in the advantages that you 
have as a result of this contract. You would not say that the patrons of your road 
do not share in those advantages?—A. The patrons of the road share in many ad- 
vantages, that they would not probably if we had to pay for some of them. TI think 
in that case we would not have so many telephones, or rather, the lavishing of those 
privileges that we get so nicely from Mr. Sise, enables us to get a better service, and 
some of them would not pay us commercially to give. 

Q. As a matter of fact the Canadian Pacific Railway are not the exclusive 
holders of this advantage?—A. No, if you were to ask me the question I would say 
that I believe the public are advantaged by our contract with the Bell Telephone 
Company, but when you are talking of some of the privileges which we enjoy, I do 
not want you to understand that they are all telephone privileges, for instance in the 
city of Montreal the Bell Telephone Company have underground conduits and they 
allow us to use a certain portion of them, which is of very great advantage to us; it costs 
a little more, but it is an advantage to the city and to the people not to have so many 
poles on the street, and it is an advantage also to the public to have telephones at our 
stations which gives them a much more prompt service. 

Q. What I want to get at, in your opinion the public aré general sharers with 
you in this advantage that you possess by virtue of your contract with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company ?—A. I think there is as great an advantage to the public as there is 
tc ourselves. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. It facilitates the railway business by having telephone connection with the 
railway stations ’—A. Yes. 

Q. And the more telephone connections you have the more business would be 
advanced ?—A. We give them more telephone advantages on account of our contract. 
Do not misunderstand me, I have no objections to any telephone company getting 
into our stations, I would allow all telephone companies in, but I have a contract and 
I have certain privileges in exchange for that contract, and I consider that until 1 
am ordered I have to keep that contract. We have no dislike against any telephone 
company, and in a general way we try to further the interests of every town on om 
line, and I have explained this to any man I have had anything to do with. I know 
of Port Arthur and of New Brunswick cases but I personally know nothing about 
the Locust Hill matter. You know more about that than I do. 

Q. All you want is toshave the law brought out and you will obey it?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Does your agreement with the Bell Telephone Company prohibit you from 
allowing independent companies to put in telephones at places where the Is<]l Tele- 
phone Company is not in operation?—A. I think there is a clause th2r2 that if the 
Bell Telephone Company was not in operation, if it is covered by the agreement I 
would take the telephone. I think there is a clause there which says that they have 
to give us ‘adequate service’ at other points and failing to do that, I am talking 
from memory, we could let other phones in. I have never found them object to let- 
ting me make an agreement. For instance the New Brunswick Telephone Company 
—I went to them and asked ‘have you any objection to my making this agreement 
with the New Brunswick Telephone Company ?’? And they said, ‘None at all.’ 
And it was the same with other cases, and in the agreement with the Pacifi: Tele- 
phone Company I have made it subject to their contract and I have never found 
them playing the dog in the manger. They considered that it was an advantage to 
them, and they wanted to keep the advantage of course. 

Q. Mr. Bourassa made a statement in the House some weeks ago that it was im- 
possible to get a connection in the town in which he lived with the railway station 
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on account of this agreement with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Was there any 
Bell telephone there at all? 

Q. No?—A. What was the name. of the station please? 

Q. Papireauville?—A. I shall look into it. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
Q. I think Montebello would be Mr. Bourassa’s station? 


The CHAIRMAN.—That. is the station he mentioned in his remarks. 


By Mr Maclean: 


Q. Under the Railway Act your company, and all railway companies, are bound 
to give an interchange of business one with another?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is only a matter of opinion, but I would ask your oninion as to whether it 
would not be a good thing and to the general advantage, if all the telephone com- 
panies in this country, that they should also give an interchange of business on some- 
what similar basis?—A. It is a matter to which I have not given any attention; I am 
rather broad and liberal in these matters myself, but it is not my business as I have 
not given it much thought. We carry out the law wherever we believe it applies to 
us. 

By Mr. Aylesworth: 

Q. Arising out of what Mr. Johnston asked you with reference tu the benefits 
to the public by reason of this arrangement, let me know what the course of business 
would be. Supposing a man in your own city went to your office at the corner of 
Sparks and Elgin streets say, and asked for accommodation in the sleeping car going 
out of Montreal to New York, that night, say, or he wanted to arrange for ocean trans- 
portation, in the ordinary course of his business would the telephone be used by the 
agent for such purposes, do you know?—A. I am afraid it is used. It will rather 
embarrass me here with Mr. Sise present if you ask me such questions. 

Q. Has the agent under the contract the right to use the telephone for the benefit 
cf his patrons in connection with such arrangement?—A. I am afraid that is a matter 
iy which we do not give as much attention as we ought. I believe that the agent in 
practice would be asked to do that kind of thing and that he does it. 

Q. And it costs your patrons nothing?—A. Under the contract that is the way 
ii works out, and it is a very hard matter to say to an agent, ‘here, when a man 
comes and asks for so, and so, for a berth, you must tell him to go around to the tele- 
phone or telegraph office and get it and pay for it himself. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. And it will be an advantage to a still larger number of people if the same 

service could be obtained from every telephone system in this country?—A. Yes, I 

suppose it would be if every telephone company could give you a long-distance trans- 
portation the same as the Bell Telephone Company do. 


7 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Did I understand you to say that at points in New Brunswick the instruments 
of other companies than the Bell were admitted to some of your stations?—A. No, I 
did not say that, I do not know of a company that does. I think it was Mr. Maclean 
that said that at Harrietsville and some places in New Brunswick there were cases 
ot that kind. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. No, that is in Ontario, but we had an instance here where it was in New 
Brunswick ?—A. I do not know of any personally. ; 
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Q. Woodstock, I think, you mentioned ?—A. Woodstock ? We refused it there. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Is there any point in Canada where the Bel} Company have instruments, and 
the instruments of any other company are installed in the same station or premises ? 
—A. I do not know of any. 

Q. I will tell you why I ask you that question, so that you will not misunderstand 
it. I have intimation that in Woodstock, in New Brunswick, the instrument of an 
independent company, or a company not being the Bell Company, or a representative 
company of the Bell Company, is in the same place where there is installed an in- 
strument of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. It is unknown to me. 

Q. And that your agent declines to answer calls over the independent telephone 
ime?—A. It is unknown to me, I never heard of it. 

Q. If there is any point where the instruments of the Bell Telephone Company 
and of some other company are installed, is it the duty of the agent.so long as those 
instruments are installed there to answer the calls from them both?—A. TI should, if 
there were two instruments allowed in any station, give instruction for them both to 
receive equal attention. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr C. F. Stse, President of the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, called and 
sworn. | 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


@. You are president now, Mr. Sise, are you, of the Bell Telephone Company ? 
—A. I am. | 

Q. You ‘have, I see, in your hand, a letter from the Clerk of the Committee, with 
reference to the documents which you are required to produce ?—A. Yes. 

Q. We will call for those as we go along, I think. We wanted to ask you some 
questions with regard to the history of your company at first, and in the first place with 
regard to its legislation. I have looked it up and I suppose you have it in your mind 
also. I find that the Bell Telephone Company was incorporated by Act of Parliament 
_ in 1880, the Statutes of 1880, chapter 67. You were not one of the incorporators, were 
you ’—A. No. | 

Q. Were you connected with the company at the time it was incorporated /—A, Not 
until after the charter was obtained. 

Q. The second section of that Act gave the company power ‘ to manufacture tele- 
phones and other apparatus connected therewith, and their appurtenances and other 
instruments used in connection with the business of a telegraph or telephone company, 
and to purchase, sell or lease the same and rights relating thereto, and to build, estab- 
lish, construct, purchase, acquire or lease and maintain and operate, or sell or let any 
line or lines for the transmission of messages by telephone, in Canada or elsewhere, an 
to make connection, for the purpose of telephone purposes, with the line or lines of any 
telegraph or. telephone company in Canada or elsewhere, and to aid or advance money 
to build or work any such line to be used for telephone purposes.’—A. Yes. 

Q. The third section is the section which gave you powers to,—~ 

‘Construct, erect and maintain its line or lines of telephone along the sides of and 
across or under any public highways, streets, bridges, water courses, or other such 
places, or across or under any navigable waters, either wholly in Canada or dividing 
Canada from any other country, provided the said company shall not interfere with the 
publie rights of travelling on or using such highways, streets, bridges, water courses, 


or navigable waters.’—A. Yes. 
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Q. The next provides further :— 

‘That where lines of telegraph are already constructed, no poles shall be erected by 
the company, in any city, town or incorporated village, along the same side of the street 
where such poles are already erected, unless with the consent of the council having 
jurisdiction over the streets of such city, town or incorporated village; provided also 
that in so doing, the said company shall not cut down or mutilate any tree; and provided 
that in cities, towns and incorporated villages, the opening up of the street for the erec- 
tion of poles, or for carrying the wires underground, shall be done under the direction 
and supervision of the engineer or such other officer as the council may appoint and in 
such manner as the council may direct, and that the surface of the street shall, in all 
cases, be restored to its former condition by and at the expense of the company.’ 

Now, we have that, which is the franchise given by the original Act, and that has 
been maintained to this day, and which gives you the power you have exercised to co- 
struct your line throughout Canada. The capital stock by that Act was fixed at $500,- 
000?—A. Yes. 

Q. The next Act that I find is in 1884—— 


Mr. AYLESwortH.—I think there is one in 1882. 


Mr. Curysuer.—Oh, yes, that is right. In 1882 an Act was passed,—Statutes of 
1882, chapter 95,—I think there is no change in that, that is material now. In 1884, 
the Statutes of 1884, chapter 88, the capital stock of the company was authorized to be 
increased to $1,500,000 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And in 1892, the Statutes of 1892, chapter 67, the capital stock was authorized 
to be increased to an amount not exceeding $5,000,000 ‘including the present authorized 
stock,’ and in that Act appeared for the first time a clause as to rates. Section 3 pro- 
vided :— 

‘The existing rates shall not be increased without the consent of the Governor in 
Council.’ 

Before that, I think there had been no limitation by any of the Dominion Acts.— 
A. None. 

Q. Then there is a short Act in 1894, chapter 108, which provided for a bond issue, 
‘to oy amount of 75 per cent of its (the company’s) actual paid-up capital stock.’— 
) ae 

Q. Then there is only one other, I think the last Act was passed in 1902, the 
Statutes of 1902, chapter 41, which authorizes the capital stock to be increased te 
$10,000,000.—A. Yes. 

\ 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. When was that ?—A. 1902. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

Q. And that Act contains some provisions to which I desire to call attention. 
Section 2 of that act requires :— 

‘Upon the application of any person, firm or corporation, within the city, town 
or village, or other territory within which a general service is given and where a 
telephone is required for any lawful purpose, the company shall, with all reasonable 
dispatch, furnish telephones, of the latest improved design then in use by the com- 
pany in the locality, and telephone service for premises fronting upon any highway, 
street, lane, or other place along, over, under or upon which the company has con- 
structed, or may hereafter construct, a main or branch telephone service or system, 
upon tender or payment of the lawful rates semi-annually in advance, provided that 
the instrument be not situate further than 200 feet from any such highway, street, 
lane or other place.’ 

Is that the first time that the principle of compulsory service nad been recog- 
nized?—-A. Yes, that is the first time. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Q. In legislation respecting your company?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. What clause is that?—A. Section 2 of the act of 1902. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Up to that time, as far as legislation was concerned, it was purely voluntary 
on your part whether you would supply a telephone service or not?—A. It was. 

Q. Then the third section of that Act contains a provision with regard to the 
rates for telephone service. 

‘The rates for telephone service in any municipality may be increased or di- 
minished by order of the Governor in Council upon application of the company or 
of any interested municipality, and thereafter the rates so ordered shall be the rates 
under this Act until again similarly adjusted by the Governor in Council.’ 

And there are some other provisions as to the method of making an application, 
and there is this further principle embodied in the second sub-section. 

‘In increasing or diminishing said rates due regard shall be had to the principle 
embodied in section 3 of chapter 67 of the Statutes of 1892, and to new conditions 
which have obtained since.’ 

That refers back I presume to the section which provided that the existing rates 
should not be increased ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That was in the legislation of 1892?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then there appears in the 3rd sub-section of that Act the following provi- 
sion :— 

‘In the case of any such application the Governor in Council may commission 
or empower any judge of the Supreme Court or Exchequer Court of Canada or of 
any Superior Court in any province of Canada, to inquire in summary way into and 
report to the Governor in Council whether such increase or diminution should be 
made, and as to the expenses incurred in and about the application and inquiry ?— 
A. Yes. | 

Q. There the right to make an application is confined to the company or to any 
interested municipality, and the power is given to enforce the order. ‘hen there js 
a definition of the word ‘rates’ in the 4th section: 

‘The word “rates” in this Act shall apply to all rates charged for the rental or 
use of telephones and telephone service, and also to charges for messag2s trom any 
person in one municipality to any person in another municipality, commenly knowa 
as long distances messages.’ 

So that the power, whatever it is, to control the rates is made to apply to the 
local service and also the long distance service. That is what I understand it to be. 
It is a little premature perhaps, but has there been any application with regard to 
revising rates since that statute was made?—A. Not to my knowledge—you mean 
objections ? 

Q. There has been no formal application?—A. I do not know of any. 

Q. The act has not been acted upon in any case that you know of ?—A. That is 
60. 

Q. That I think is the whole of the legislation relating specially to your com- 
pany. There was a statute passed in the province of Ontario, about 1882, but I do 
not know that it is necessary to refer to that?—A. What we term ‘the enabling Act.’ 

Q. Was there a similar one in the province of Quebec?—A. In Quebec, in Nova 
Scotia, in New Brunswick and in all the provinces. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. What are those dates? " 


Mr. Larteur.—In 1882 Ontario, and 1881 Quebec. 
Mr, Cy Bee pies 
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By Mr. Chrysler: 
- Q. The question as to your status under the charter of 1880, has been recently 
before the courts, has it not?—A. The right to erect poles? 
Q. In streets without the consent of the municipality ?—A. Yes. 
Mr. Berceron.—You are talking about Ontario in these questions you are putting ? 
Mr. CurysLer.—No. 
The Cuamman.—No, that question arose in regard to the Dominion. 
Mr. Curyster.—This decision of course disposes of that, and I am going to put this 
decision in. The litigation with the city of Toronto was carried to the Privy Council. 
A. By the city of Toronto. 


Q. The decision of tho Court of Appeal of Ontario was in favour of the company 
was it?—A. In our favour. . 

Q. And I find it reported, I just put it in so that the committee may have the re- 
ference to it; it is reported in the volume of appeal cases for this year, 1905, at page 
52, where the judgment of the Privy Council will be found. This is the decision Mr. 
Sise according to the report. ‘Held that under its Dominion incorporating Act (48 
Victoria, chapter 67), the Respondent Telephone Company was entitled, without the 
consent of the municipal corporation, to enter upon the streets and highways of the 
city of Toronto and to construct conduits or lay cables thereunder, or to erect poles 
with wires affixed thereto upon or along such streets or highways. The scope of the 
respondent’s business contemplated by the said Act and involving its extension beyond 
the limits of any one province was within the express exception made by section 92 
subsection 10a of the British North America Act, 1867, from the class of local works 
and undertakings assigned thereby to provincial legislatures. Accordingly, Act 43, 
Victoria chapter 67 was within the exclusive competence of the Dominion Parliament 
under section 91.’ 

That Act is the one to which I referred as the Act incorporating your company 
of 1880?—A. Yes. 

Q. ‘Ontario Act 45 Victoria chapter 71, passed to authorize the. above powers 
within the province, subject to the consent of the corporation, was held to be ultra 
vires, and could not by reason of having been passed on the application of the respond- 
ent company be validated as a legislative bargain.’ 

That judgment was given only on November 11 last?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the result of that has been to put an end to the question as to the con- 
flict of jurisdiction between the Dominion and the provinces with regard to legislation 
affecting your company ?—A. That is what we assume. 

Q. And it is not necessary for us, therefore, for the present purpose to look.at the 
loeal Acts to which you refer, which you call the Enabling Acts. You have supplied 
at the request of the committee, a statement of the annual reports and balance sheets 
of the company from the commencement of the history of the company?—A. Yes, I 
file them: 


» 


Exhibit No. 938. 


ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
DECEMBER 31, 1880. 


In submitting their first annual report, the directors deem it but proper to state 
that owing to the very recent date on which the company commenced business, any re- 
port must necessarily be very meagre. 

The company was incorporated by special Act of Parliament, April 29, 1880, for 
the purpose of working the entire telephone system of Canada, and since its incorpora- 
tion it has acquired possession of the telephone licenses, plants and good-will of the 
Dominion Telegraph Company, the London Telephone Company, the Hamilton Tele- 
phone Company, and Windsor Telephone Exchange, and in November it acquired the 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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telephone plant and good-will of the Montreal Telegraph Company, Canadian District 
Telegraph Company, and Quebec Telephone Exchange, and received a license from the 
Canadian Telephone Company (Limited) for the use of all the patented inventions in 
Canada in telephony, formerly owned by the American Bell Telephone Company, Gold 
and Stock Telegraph Company, Western Union Telegraph Company, and American 
Speaking Telephone Company, including the inventions of Bell, Blake, Edison, Gray, 
Watson, Anders, Jaques and others. 

Since taking possession of the various telephone plants above mentioned, the com- 
pany has devoted its attention to improving them, and thus increasing their earning 
power. Whenever practicable it has erected good pole lines through the different cities 
where it has exchanges, by which means new wire lines can be much more easily run 
and kept in good order than in any other way. It has also in all cases, where old leases 
have expired and been renewed, changed the unsatisfactory Electro Bell system of 
severdl subscribers on one line, to the Magneto Bell system, furnishing a separate line 
to each subscriber, by which means the service is very much improved, and the cost of 
battery for eall-bells done away with. 

The directors, profiting by the: experience of other companies, found it necessary 
to increase the rentals of telephones for exchange and other connections, but are happy 
to be able to report that this has had no perceptible effect upon the number of sub- 
scribers, which is steadily ak al promising a satisfactory revenue for the coming 
year. 

The company now ase in operation exchanges at Montreal, Ottawa, Quebec, Hamil- 


‘ton, London, Windsor, Woodstock, Guelph, Brantford, St. Thomas, Cornwall, St. John, 


N.B., and Halifax, N.S., and agencies in nearly every town where there is any promise 
of obtaining subscribers. 
A statement of receipts and expenditure, also the financial statement for 1880, are 


appended hereto. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


©. F. SISE, ANDREW ROBERTSON, 
Vice-President and Managing Director. President. 


MontreaL, February 26, 1881. 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE TO DECEMBER 31, 1880. 


Receipts. ! 

Revenue from exchange line rentals... .. .. ..... 6. 4. $23,756 73 

4 Oy Private linesremtals 1.0. LGA Oe ees unas. 5,028 OL 

ib “* miscellaneous sources .. .. .. .. 890 84 

$29,670 58 

: EKxpenditure. 

MMC SFr Okla et et) se ee. Oe TERR ak ed es) OB BB3. 00 
Rent and taxes.. .... eae Gade FL ales hao SAD BO 
Salaries, wages and commissivuigs .. 2.0... eee 11,499 55 
eR tN ogre ee avn Mak tay ey- 2 0 RO ey! 83 70 
Advertising.. .. PE eG VER cre IU RES GD OG 29 48 
Bee oct anditalorramé... SIAPRT OEY ie, AST A a By ee. rg 240 09 
REMI CEISES hays hy keith Date RT TT! SEO Je RRB ES 502 85 
Rereiing exposes Gh) AY Ue De oe a 270 17 
gee pe eh Teena ae ys | 236 85 
PMGIPATICC) 5. . ~'s eh |e ee ear Net 20 67 
Employees’ eecaites See taie) Sai dae cakee |: 16 73 
Perera Onmineeruments hse Le erin. es od Vale ew eee 4,349 21 

$18,617 69 


$11,052 89 
Mr. C, F. SISE. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31, 1880. 


Seeeemeccourt.. .. . eee. eee een” Vl eee $377,600 00 
merrrcyentic.. .... Mwoe 4.) spammer ws. Sale teh a 11,052 89 


meniry creditors. . gms. sh wrn emer. 5 oR. Spe 14,671 48 


$403,324 37 


Proaliminary .Gecauerm ec ahue eee. «> « yim 2 vo eke Hie ee 5,628 04 
Paid tor lige: Sr ee oe ns bo ae oe ee 167,000 00 
Purchase— 


Dominion Telegraph Co’s telephone plant $75,000 00 
Montreal Telegraph Co’s telephone plant 75,000 00 


Hamilton Telephone Co’s plant.. .. .. 22,500 00 . 
London Telephone Co’s plant.. .. .... 5,500 00 
Windsor Telephone Co’s plant.. ...... 2,500 00 


$180,500 00 
Less sale of instruments to Canadian Tele- 


Dee (0... TAG Rie SER ee a Sg) elccts 13,964 50 
$166,535 50 

Cost of combining exchanges, fitting up offices, constructing 
OV Mina Fie ear hs or of waka FO OAL ho Ce Pe ANE eC 20,469 78 
PeGresvol NTs abe ie eda ese.) 4s. cong cone eee 13,588 24 
PICO ULOLSG Ie bad Ce ee ese, . 24a See 18,240 09 
Due from agencies.. .. 8 ed 5 SRE ee he 04 4 TD 1,463 99 
Geeta aati and cnehendee BE ei. e 6) -¥ Sane 10,3898 738 


$403,324 37 


1881. 


In submitting their second annual report, the directors have much pleasure in 
informing the shareholders that their anticipations of a satisfactory revenue in 1881, 
have been fully justified by the results, as exhibited in the statement appended hereto. 

During the year, the company has purchased all other existing telephone interests 
in Canada; has laid a cable from Windsor to Detroit; has built a line from Windsor 
to Amherstburg: 18 miles; a line from Toronto to Hamilton, 45 miles; and a line from 
Montreal to Lachine for aye use of the Lachine canal, all of which are in satisfactory 
working order. 

The company has also built a large number of shorter lines to provide for the very 
large increase of business, which in 1881 amounted to about 50 per cent. 

The number of subscribers, December 31, 1881, was 3,100 as against 2,100 Decem- 
her 31, 1880. 

The company now has exchanges in 40 cities and towns, and agencies in 40 others.. 

The demand for telephone service is increasing so rapidly, that the directors pro- 
pose to avail themselves of the provision in our charter allowing the ise «+ bonds as 
Cecasion may require, the proceeds of which will be’ apphed +) eonstructivn account, 
and a motion to that effect will be offered at the meeting. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


(LF. SISE, ANDREW ROBERTSON, 
Vice-President and Managing Director. President. 


Montreau, February 25, 1882. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE. 


Receipts. 
Revenue from exchange line rentals.. .. 
Revenue from private line rentals.. .......... 
Revenue from miscellaneous sources.. .. . 
EHapenditure. 


Operating expenses....... 

MAO VRILIOG ee cei be ese is/are 

Legal expenses 5 iia ied 904 

Wiser ences preimirUISin- was, ee ee ONE 
Guarantee premiums.. .. 

Brite (ae eee atk ie eo peel So eer ees 


Net revenue for year 1881.. 
Net revenue for 1880, brought hea 
Less preliminary expenses written off... 


$83,830 03 
10,627 69 
6,591 97 


. $49,284 80 


17,629 59 
573 80 
619 33 

43 50 
9 50 


$101,049 69 


$68,160 52 


32,889 17 


$11,052 89 
5,628 04 


$ 5,424 85 


$38,314 02 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31, 1881. 


Stock account.. . 
PNereTCW Ones fare Oak bee Sara 


‘Sundry ereditors.. .... 


Capital expenses to December 31, 1880.. .. .. 61 ee ee ee es 


Purchase of Toronto exchange... .. .. 
Purchase of Yorkville exchange. . 
Purchase of Winnipeg exchange. . 


Purchase of Western Union Telegraph exchanges 3 in be Garteda: 
. Expenses on construction account in 1881. 


Total capital expenses to date.. .. .. .. +--+ ++: 
Storesson hand, valued ate. o.... 1... 3. 

Sundry debtors. . a RS EM teh ciey x teers 
Cash in bank and on ade: 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
Plant and license.. .. 
Stores on hand.. .. .. 
Debtors and cash...... 
Liabilities. 


Wapidalstock.. 2... «6'-> 
Sundry creditors.. . 


Surplusi.°.. .. 


$500,000 00 


38,314 02 
16,646 38 


$354,005 28 
27,500 00 
1,000 00 
600 00 
10,000 00 
93,433 69 


. 486,538 97 


10,500 00 
50,922 87 
6,998 56 


$486,538 97 
10,500 00 
57,921 43 


$500,000 00 
16,646 38 


$554,960 40 


$554,960 40 


$554,960 40 


$516,646 35 


$38,314 02 
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Dividend (6 per cent interest)... ... 
Carried to contingent fund....... 
Balance carried forward........ 


Audited and certified, 
PHILIP §S. ROSS, Auditor. 
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$28,769 91 
5,000 00 
4,544 11° 
$38,314 92 


Montreau, February 13, 1882. 


1882. 


The directors beg to submit to the shareholders their third annual report. 
At a special meeting of the shareholders, held July 5, 1882, it was resolved to 
increase the capital of the company to $1,000,000. This has been done, and the addi- 


tional stock has been disposed of at par. 


The number of subscribers has increased from 3,100, December 31, 1881, to 4,400, 


December 31, 1882, or about 42 per cent. 


The gross revenue has increased from $101,049 to $161,786, or about 60 per cent. 
The net revenve has increased from $32,889 in 1881, to $69,590 in 1882, 112 per 


cent. 


A cable has been laid from Quebec to Lévis, and an exchange has been opened at 


the latter place. 


New exchanges are being opened as rapidly as the business warrants, and the whole 


business is in a prosperous and healthy condition. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ANDREW ROBERTSON, 


C. F. SISE, 
Vice-President and Managing Director. 


MontTREAL, February 24, 1883. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1882. 


Receipts. 
Exchange line rentals.. .. Poe 
Private line rentals.. ...... 


SR ES sae 4 
Miscellaneous... ..... 


Expenditure. 
Operating expenses... .... 
Royalties.. .. 
UMBUVATIOO.. cick eh doe ad 
PRM GRP OTINNG sth i AT RAE Ror aE ee 5 laughing 
Guarantee premiums... ......... 


TiGOMOETOS INAS Se 

Net revenue brought from 1881.. .... . 

Less dividend, 3 per cent, paid July 15, 1889.... . 
Balance of revenue account.................... 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


President. 


$135,689 39 
13,280 31 
4,700 97 
8,115 70 


es 


$161,786 37 


$76,953 79 

11,156 89 

1,327 26 

2,614 13 

144 15 
$92,196 22 


$69,590 15 
4,544 11 


$74,134 26 
15,000 00 


$59,134 26 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
SOC A GCOtimiER PEPER. Rie Spiele. ct) Gor: 
Contingent fand.3) uw fed a 
Balance of revenue account.. .. .. 
Sundry creditors. . 


Capital expenditure, December 31, 1881. . . 
Purchass ispatents.4..... va0.3 0 kk 
Purchase of instruments. . igi 
Construction account, 1882.. ....... 


Total capital expenditure .. 
Diores on hands. S59. 00 
Sundry debtors. . 

Due from agencies.. .. 
Cash in bank and on ECO 


. -$1,000,000 


5,000 
59,134 
8,177 


$486,538 
354,188 
43,943 
80,434 


$965,106 
14,667 
306 
7,781 
84,451 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
Plant, patents and instruments.... . 
POT OSTOMAT ANG et nee oy a So 
Debtors and cash.... .. 
Liabilities. 


Capital stock.. . 
Sundry creditors. . 


Surplus.... . 
Dividend, 3 per Coie paid Tanuary 15, 1883. Bete Cass 
i nrout “batts eae Bele tygdee a aie Ti A ie .- $ 5,000 00 
Pmempent furid 1882.) ee a 20,000 00 


Balonee carried forward... 2.2.0.0... 08. 


Audited and certified. 
Montreau, February 7, 1883. 


1883. 


The directors beg to submit their fourth annual report, 


$965,106 
14,667 
92,538 


. -$1,000,000 


cra br er 


$30,000 


$25,000 
9,134 


409 


00 
00 
26 
57 
$1,072,311 83 
97 
89 
65 


$1,072,311 88 


21 
10 
52 
$1,072,311 83 


00 
57 
$1,008,177 57 


$64,134 26 
00 


00 
26 
$64,134 26 


PHILLIP S. ROSS, 


Auditor. 


The number of subscribers has increased from 4,400, December 51, 1882, to 6,000, 


December 31, 1883, about 343 per cent. 


The gross revenue has increased from $161,786 in 1882, to $217,624 in 1883, about 


384% per cent. 


The net revenue has increased from $69,590 in 1882, to $112,233 in 1883, about 62 


per cent. 


The expenses have been reduced frorn 57 per cent in 1882, to 48°4 per cent in 1883. 
Twelve new exchanges and agencies have been added during the year. 
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About 600 miles of trunk-lines have been added at a cost of $45,000; of this work 
220 miles are new pole lines—the remainder comprises additional wire miles. 

About 250 miles have been built by sub-licensees of this company, from which we 
derive instrument rentals and a percéntage of all tolls. 

Dividends amounting to $70,000 (7 per cent) have been paid from the earnings of 
the year. $40,000 have been added to the contingent fund, which is now $65,000. 

The business is in a most satisfactory condition. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


C. F. SISE, ANDREW ROBERTSON, 


Vice-President and Managing Director. President. 
Montrea, February 238, 1884. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE, DECEMBER 31, 1883. 


Receipts, 

Revenue from exchanges... .. .. 2. -e ee ee ee ee ee +e $189,847 05 

~ DTIVALS GINS a ee cee es) so cna eee 15,061 98 

i POT Kea es eins ay 6) wise Side 6,501 13 

- miscellaneous. sources... ..°.. «+ «so o2 «8 6,214 57 
—— $217,624 73 

Hapenditure. 

(Gperdting exposes: seers. Stiicte ya. + < Gey wel bie een BE ae 

gira Ox POrices sy. fet «vice tele aio, +. >>, Joie) yeaa 554 60 

TROPAROG DTe aces. ek ces a Se a, eee 3,032 O01 

Ciarantee (Drelmiiuiis. oo. 5toer a: oe) 3's SS PP ec 154 08 

Pnterdat: 2 oe ee Ee is ak od a ot, ee 504 50 
————— $105,391 23 
WEL OTOVOIIG TOTML Soosis ee ek cock «s+ nc ee ee $112.233 -50 
Net revenue brought forward from 1882.......... 9,134 26 
$121,367 76 
Less dividend 34 per cent, paid July 16, 1883.. .. ...... 35,000 00 
Balance of revenue account... .. <. «6 5.5 4+ sueles $ 86.367 76 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31, 1883 


Ree ale CLIT ie ent nea oiee aa ts os Shaw co cea: at Sateen $1,000,000 00 
PGE PON UNO s eu meets aces, ou! pa: been Cae 25,000 00 
Balancs of Tovenue BCCOUNts. .. «6s we Selene gees 86,367 75 
pieriscle yi Cee tOLS cet a gc iewer ere! as: whe) nite! i a) note ees 85,221 12 


$1,196,588 3S 
Capital expenditure December 31, 1882.. .. .. .. .. .. $965,106 21 


peer ahane ar RIENIS Lease.) oh. s oa ak Se ee 1,647 12 
apivade oi instruments beso... . . ss bs va pe eae 8,236 43 
Peneieetions, $660. as vies a> eek ess See ee cee e ee eee eee 

Total capital expenditure... .. .. .. .. s+ se ote sOlglOL soo Ay 
RENT UMC SUI tee hprt a Nata el) 9a bigallh ig «od se egg ke Bee 28,711 00 
STH EOGUIOTE. tu fies cls oe es ag ew we ee ee 4,438 84 
We eee ee ee yao» ote) na: sig es in ae ee 10,958 49 
Sis EN OC Bee ak als) Shas aly wet eae ee 51,215 38 


———_—— $1,196,588 83 
Mr. C. F, SISE 
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ASSE1T'S AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
jPdTepote eRe Pini: Oona’ Mamet ae ehecl sia roan Ree: a a ar $1,101,265 17 
ER eg ST ECT ge 1 yk POE ARN ey 28,711 00 
Dest Cs ee te ty GE ated EE een oo os 66,612 71 
$1,196,588 88 
Liabilities. 
Crete UOC ey a. Tk RMU. Mana RSH ME Tak Are)” ih . .1,000 000 00 
Sed, CLCCi tore Aes Oi use OEPPNY G SUITE S2))."o Lee) oy 85,221 12 
$1,085,221 12 
(SSUES £1 Saas a coe Nels miele ar he ne a $111,367 76 
Dividend, 84 per cent., January 15, 1884.. .. .. .. .. -. $35,000 00, 
Contingent fund, December, 1882.. .. .. .. ..$25,000 00 
Add contingent fund, December, 1883.. .. .. 40,000 00 
65,000 00 
Ser lemicoecarriede TOrward f. schist es Sa ee ee ELSGirnTG 
ee el OO. 1G 
Audited and certified, PHILIP S. ROSS, 
MonrreaL, February 15, 1884. Auditor. 
1884. 


The directors beg to submit their fifth annual report. 

The number of subscribers has increased from 6,000, December 31, 1883, to 7,418, 
December 31, 1884, about 23 per cent. 

The gross revenue has increased from $217,624 in 1883, to $283,044 in 1884, about 
30 per cent. 

The net revenue has increased from $112,233 in 1883, to $118,951 in 1884. $40,009 
carried to contingent fund in expense account brings the net revenue to $78,951. 

Twenty-seven new exchanges and agencies have been added during the year. 

About 636 miles have been added to our trunk-lines, which now cover 1,498 miles 
of wire on 855 miles of poles; oz this 1,390 miles are in the Ontario department, and 
108 in the Eastern department. 

About 256 miles have been built by sub-licensees of this company on 200 miles of 
poles. 

The entire mileage now owned by sub-licensees from which this company derives an 
income is 506, on 450 miles of poles. 

A dividend of 34 per cent was paid in July. 

The slight apparent increase in net revenue—$118,951 against $112,233,—was 
caused partly by the burning of the Toronto Exchange which caused a great outlay for 
improved apparatus, and also by the demand for larger offices, and generally increased 
facilities owing to the increased business. These expenses while improving the service 
and providing for future business, could not properly be charged to construction 
account. 

Legal expenses were also exceptionally large. 

In view of the recent decision of the Commissioner of Agriculture, and pending 
litigation, your Board deemed it but prudent to defer the payment of a dividend in 
January 1885, from the earnings cf the last six months of 1884, and decided to 
strengthen the company’s position by carrying $40,000 to the contingent fund, which is 


now $105,000, and using that amount for construction purposes at such points as «t 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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seemed prudent for the company to occupy, and to protect the company’s interests now 
attacked. 

The balance of revenue account carried forward, $43,951.78, added to the balance 
carried forward last year, $11,367.76 makes $55,319.54 now at credit of revenue account. 

The directors deem it but just to themselves to state to the shareholders regarding 
the recent decision of the Commissioner of Agriculture, that the so-called infractions 
of the Patent Act had occurred prior to the time when this company acquired the 
patents, and that no step has been taken since that time except in accordance with the 
advice of the best legal counsel obtainable in the Dominion. 

The directors having decided to increase the capital of the company to the amount 
authorized by Act of Parliament, viz:—$2,000,000, the additional stock to be sold from 
time to-time as the Board may Bae for ches company’s interest, the shareholders will be 
asked to confirm the resolution, and a motion to that effect will be made at the meeting. 


ANDREW ROBERTSON, 


President. 
C. F. SISE, 
Vice-President and Managing Director. 
MONTREAL, February 28, 1885. 
REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1884. 
Recewpts. 
Revenue tromvexchanges..... ..... «1s. .s «+ «o> Gukltete aie) eeeooe 
sF ee ca oe er 14,917 35 
is tolt nes. = -¥ 44, Vee ay EP ey | 17579156) 
= MISCHHMOTICUUS SOUTGOS. 5... (altdh Suc. eee 5,258 33 
- ——§ 283,044 92 
Hapenses. ; 
CWperatineo es oe an ek nisi ie ce +o Rie ua ld ee 
nraneare ie munis te eer Cares te bbe Sok. Sate ai 3,097 48 
‘Legal. . SAC ie Be No xc A Wek eee 7,691 19 
Es Oe ee de ts ey ga iy ae ree: 201 23 
Latesrte hi Gyro rh eka co Peon ae Re ge re er Peele os 2,449 84 
Bond dasee ui Cia Lael eres. eo yr Seat lars 5,334 50 
Lomi Ca Gtemntt PISTONS) ae Ou. aer cy cthal sam , nl- cs a aeeple ee a 40,000 00 
—————~ 204,093 14 
Net revenue for 1884... al 2h $ 78,951 78 
i: brought Pia iron 1883. ie hips) 11,367 76 
$ 90,3819 54 
Less dividend 34 per cent, July 15th, 1884.. .. .. ...... 35,000 90 
Balanee of revenue aécount.. ..... yes! an cees $. .5d,a19 d4 


RINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31,1884. 


RUE NMUNITITED fete, SRE ay. Gis ala gs se Uke a a $1,000,000 00 
EU Ur ee ee ay oP 77,200 00 
tee CIWS ie tec ka thee a. gua gulels aeat es 105,000 00 
MET ITR EST Foo. Al uk) ks . ogg 4 XRek ae, us a 55,819 54 
PUES De a am EIR ih 58,201 15 


$1,290,720 69 
Mr. C. F. SISE. ‘ 
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Capital expenditure, December 31, 1883...... . 
Purchase of patents 1884.05... .. 2. 

Purchase of instruments 1884.. .. .. 
Construction 1884... 


Total capital expenditurs. . 
motores tom hand’. 2.2 hs aes 
Sundry debtors... ..'.. 
Due by agencies... .. 


rere eA Bay 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
Plant, patents and instruments... . 
Sess aS eae tt 
Debtors and cash.. .. . 
Tniabilities. 


Stock and bonds... 3. .. 


Sundry creditors. . 


as] EC RE A RDN 
Contingent fund, 1884... .. ..... 


Balance revenue account carried forward.. ........ 


Audited and certified. 


PHILLIP 8S. ROSS, 
; Chartered Acccountant, Auditor. 


1885. 


The directors beg to submit their sixth annual report. 
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. $1,101,265 17 
1,390 26 
9,583 18 
130,369 74. 
. $1,242,608 35 
23,000 00 
4,725 82 
13,428 45 
6,958 O07 

$1,290,720 69 

$1,249,608 35 

23,000 00 

25,112 34 

$1,290,720 69 
. $1,077,200 00 
53,201 15 

$1,130,401 15 

ti $ 160,319 54 
..$ 105,000 00 
55,319 54. 

$ 160,319 54 


The number of subscribers has increased from 7,418, December 31, 1884, to 9,614, 


December 31, 1885. 


Forty-one exchanges and agencies have been added during the year. 
The company now has in operation 126 exchanges and 49 agencies, 1,115 pole 
miles, carrying 1,524 wire miles have been built during the year; of these 595 pole, and 
9C7 wire miles are in the Ontario department, 520 pole, and 617 wire miles in the 


astern department. 


The trunk-lines now owned by the company, comprise about 3,000 miles of wire, 


on about 2,000 miles of poles. 


The gross revenue has increased from $283,044 in 1884, to $362,828 in 1885, about 


28 per cent. 


The expenses increased from $164,098 in 1884, to $204,828 in 1885, 24 per cent. 
The percentage of expenses to revenue has been reduced from 58 per cent in 1884, 


to 56 per cent in 1885. 


The net revenue has increased from $119,000 in 1884, to $158,000 in 1885, 323 


per cent. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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New stock amounting to $200,000 has been subscribed and paid for, under vote of 
shareholders, February, 1885, authorizing the directors at their diseretion to issue 


$1,000,000. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CG. F. SISE, 
Vice-President and Managing Director. 


MontrEAL, February 27, 1886. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1885. 


ANDREW ROBERTSON, 


President. 


Receipts. 
From exchanges. . : 3x eee $987,108 21 
Private lines ..... 12,699 60 
PTCA oye 6 Aes. 36,629 45 
Miscellaneous sources .. .. -- ++ +e es 26,396 58 
risa TAVETUG en wemeearn hie ke eee Se eae $362,828 84 
Expenses. 
Qeerating.\. «62 $185,681 98 
Tia PATICES s-fsi0) os litioren aye 3,730 30 
| a ene, Se Pages ae 5,832 O01 
Guarantee premiums.. . : 204 04 
Bond and loan interest.. ....- 8,332 50 
Bond. discount: . 3... <. =. 1,048 00 
904,828 83 
Net revenue for 1885.. .. $ 158,000 01 
i brought een 1884. . 55,319 54 


Balance of reverue account... .... +e ee ee ees 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31, 1885. 


Stock account... .. . 

Bond account... .... 
Contingent fund... .....- 
Revenue account.. .. 
Sundry creditors... . 


Capital expenditure, December 81, 1884.. .. . 


Een 


$ 213,319 55 


$1,200,000 00 
93,400 00 
105,000 00 
218,319 55 
23,391 75 


$1,635,111 30 


. .$1,242,608 35 


Purchase of Curry lines.. .. ...- 92,055 00 
Purchase of patents... 9,040 00 
Purchase of instruments. . 10,407 21 
Construction in 1885... 917,738 87 

Total capital expenditure to date.. .. -. +--+; .$1,501,849 43 
Stores on hand.. “ . 94,454 45 
[Investment account. . 1,200 00 
Sundry debtors.. .- 12,068 19 
Due by agencies.... -- 13,800 12 
ar lated Oo Re Em ee 81,739 11 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


$1,635,111 30 


— 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 415 
APPENDIX No. 1 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
APT Foe a he es eee <r $1,501,849 43 
Sy Re ae shi) EE k 0 Oey MRA ie iene eae ar ha. 94,454 45 
Bice mre Der Comuaniesunai.s eis ote eh se aekes 4. ae os 1,200 60 
NCO Tartine rt se eee ee oe cae te eat ee os 107,607 42 
$1,635,111 30 
Liabilities. 
Siecle Ors anee | ee ew We ee ek ca we. 61,293,400 00 
OEE he ee Oe ee Te ee i nil Sek we ale AUN iow ta ots ners 23,391 75 
$1,316,791 75 
STGP Me Ss a DUR da a ee eral Or a a eee $ 318,319 55 
Dividend, 2 per cent, paid January 15, 1886.. ..........8 24,000 00 
Contingent fund, December 31,1884... ........ $105,000 
« added « TSeR ee ee eee 145 000 
———§$ 250,000 00 
Balance revenue account, carried forward.. .......... 44,319 55 


B1LG,019-55 
Audited and certified, 


PAIELIP Se ROSS: 
Chartered Accountant, Auditor. 


1886. 


The directors beg to submit their seventh annual report. 

About 2,000 subscribers have been added during the year; the number on Decem- 
ter 31, 1886, being about 11,600. 

Sixty-one exchanges and agencies have been added during the year. 

The company now has in operation 157 exchanges and 79 agencies, 633 miles of 
poles, and 923 miles of wire have been added to the trunk-line system during the year; 
ox these 292 pole miles and 553 wire miles are in the Ontario department, and 341 pols 
miles and 370 wire miles in the Eastern department. 

The trunk-lines now owned by the company comprise about 4,000 miles of wire 
on about 2,600 miles of poles. 

The gross revenue has increased from $362,828 in 1885, to $443,822 in 1886— 
$80,994. 

The expenses have increased from $204,828 to $253,256—$48,428. 

The percentage of expenses to revenue has been 57 per cent in 1886, against 56 
in 1885. 

The net revenue has increased from $158,000 in 1885, to $190,565 in 1886—$32,565. 

The paid up capital, January 1, 1886, was $1,200,000, $50,000 additional fully 
paid stock was issued in January, and another issue of $250,000 new stock was made 
in November, on which 20 per cent has been paid, leaving 80 per cent or $200,000 
cubseribed stock available for future construction as required. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ANDREW ROBERTSON, 
O. F. SISE, President. 

Vice-President and Managing Director. 


MontreEAL, February 26, 1887. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1886. 


Receipts. 
misenances... .. gees PS ROMIE Eo cigs kn eee 


37 


erate’ Lincs... eee ek eee are. cs on a eae 12,640 14 


Punk LNCS) See ee 2S aie asa ae ee ene 59,0382 33 
Miscellancotigememepee et ee eee kc deh ean bee ee 34,351 60 
————+—— §$ 448,822 44 
Hapenses 
Operating. . LICH oct, Si i Pam EME Se bern a SBS SE coe oy gL 
Guarantee pene. Te ESO). Meee hy Ue! Pale Li3-21 
Bond Interest... .... SPE Ne rer PEER ty eo So es 5,604 00 
RE Ee ESE > divas wags oes sat OR en ae eon 2,709 76 
PSU PACCA ATE DIIVIIUS. :.4 ecetehticeyee es os 6) sca due iAn ue 8,464 59 


Net Revenue for 1886. om ; 
Balance of Revenue Ree ant. broupllt Gt | 1885. . 


Less dividends paid.... ...... 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 381, 1886. 


LOCK SAGEOUNL i, Lif Oe alas 5s << «gli ae eet ce enn 
Bond-account.. ss) Meee ta sss. 3 ee eee eee 93,400 
Contineent tunis. 1. Sova a se ee 


Revenue -accoutite +. eeyae a ss 46 occ ack aoe eee 
Sundry creditors... 4: Seas Ws cs ae LS RR ee 16,562 
THSHPATICE TESerVEs 6s. fete els Ps eee ee 2,248 


Capital expenditure December 31, 1885.. .... .... ..... $1,501,849 
PEGA Nils, AUETNES ofc phic ila Meera, +.acg, + syate eee eee ene 748 
i PUACIUIMEING face wk. ass. cu eee 13,877 
Cémsirisstion. SBC G+ saciid sodecicte éa.0 «vee Moraes tte 176,939 
Total capital expenditure to date.. ........ $1,693,414 

Storms sam bist,’ od pee te teat eck wis chert «cick cy ea ate ee 48,505 
SnypstmMent ACeomuts + Zagheaexs bok oc ae eee 2,870 
Pe MIBHEOTES legis ee ees car sae (ix a ee Sees & 9,630 
is “by vemeuies Gy. cst, See! Ws wan: GAR eee ey 17,0638 
Cogan ain had. vice (be OUR. ene: xntm nee Ree uy eee 50,612 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
Piiin tc ates Ce recy hs en ele. O date uve) ly ee lee ee $1,741,919 
tale (10. ee OT PaRee oe cal) vin «neds ee eee Rae ee 2,870 
Piehtorsatid -Casbin cea adas on deo es Se eee 77,306 


———_—_—_——§1,822,096 52 , 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


$253,256 61 


$190,565 83 
44,319 55 


$234,885 38 
75,000 00 


$159,885 38 


$1,822,096 52 


$1,822,096 52 


74 


00 
78 


yo. 


es ae 
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LIABILITIES. 
PLOCK AUG HONUd i. ees sat c. Seo sRMgle a. > 22... .$1,0e007 00 
CSE RE CRIES Re ee OR eee 16,562 35 
—$1,409,962 35 
SS 9 na io es $ 412,134 17 
APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 
Dividend payable January 15, 1887........ ..... ss. $ 25,500 00 
Paemeotrinnge toro Payee ttl ake e ts  -  gpe0.000 00 
Added continvent fund, 188622260202 °<..06 2860 -.- 100,000 00 
——————— 350,000. 00 
UAT SIG: OL SE eS, 52k ne i gc Ac 2,248 79 
isa nre feveaue Necounte. fc 3k tie ee i oe 34,385 38 


$ 412,184 17 
Audited and certified, 


PHILIP S. ROSS, 


Chartered Accountant, 
Auditor. 


1887. 


The directors beg to submit their eighth annual report. 

» 2,350 subscribers have been added during the year; the number on the 3ist 
December, 1887, being 13,950. | 

Fifty-four exchanges and agencies have been added during the year. 

The company now has in cperation 184 exchanges and 106 agencies. 

486 miles of poles, and 1,100 miles of wire have been added to the trunk-line 
system during the year; of these 254 poles and 759 wire miles are in the Ontario 
department, and 232 pole miles and 355 wire miles in the Eastern departmnt. 

The trunk-lines now owned by the company comprise about 5,100 miles of wire 
on about 3,060 miles of poles. 

The gross revenue has increased from $448,822 in 1886, to $529,002.53 in 1887— 
—$85,180. 

The expenses have increased from $253,256 to $295,098—$41,842. 

The percentage of expenses to revenue has been 55°76 in 1887, as against 57 per 
cent in 1886. 

The net revenue has increased from $190,565 in 1886, to $233,903 in 1887-— 
$43,338. 

The paid-up capital is now $1,375,000, three calls of ten per cent each having 
been made during the year on the $250,000 of stock issued in 1886; leaving fifty per 
cent or $125,000 unpaid subscribed stock available for future construction. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

| ANDREW ROBERTSON, 
President. 
©. F. SISE, 
Vice- President and Managing Director. 


MontrREAL, February 25, 1888. 
1—c—27 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1887. 


Receipts. . 
Pithanges .i°.: Mee . ie eee. 2 i ais “nls Ce eee eee 
Trunk line tolls . ee ee, J -.5.< Sd ee aw ne eee 76,809 61 
eevaie line rental ce eee. 5. be) Lae ew pee ee 11,764 97 
Pe iscel lAneOUS.. Meee acetate sos. Lice te eee ne 28,939 97 


—_y 


$529,002 5° 


Expenses. 
Opersiinige see reeieci ase. ww os wo oe eye ee 
GQuarateee premintic.. o. 0 eo eau, vs ee bw lee fem oes 
Uris amnee mt ie SIPATEETIGe tr cg “sic % S14 ¥ phere poe OO pe 8,606 68 
ee ee ks dice ce ii tle & wa Ge, See ee ae 5,365 93 
Pee terea ae. a foe doe ao eee gots alee ee eee 5,604 00 
—_-+——— $295,098 97 
Net revenue for 1887.. es $233,903 56 
Balance of revenue eee hrogene fone front 
ABS Gs Tee pee oe. dk act Sy eee , 34,385 38 


$268,288 94 
Less dividends vd re No. 15 Bis Janu- 
ary, 1888) . rte : ; 98,985 55 


Balance: revenve ACcOUnL: «. 4.6 <)> «gene ee $169,353 39 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31, 1887. 


BLOCK ACCOUNT 4 cede ete deen. cts 4+ 5 i cle Ari Una 
Re TICPERCOAMING cae en ots keh css ne. oh ha ak Lee 93,400 00 
BRET OTE A UTES teres one Geer) 0 0 &.& nk ee pee ame Le ee) 
PIAVERUGTHCCOUTE 1. sua gh fee x «ci « 4.6 a cere teks ee a 
BTISIITAN GG SPORBEVEG <= en cy Ss oc Wis es «as ed eee ee 4,953 21 
PERE CTL TEs oO Ce akg blk ls! ave: cave’ e.ay Si Reta ew 28,975 08 
$2,020,981 68 
Capital expenditure, December 31, 1886.. ..$1,693,414 41 
RONEN BOM Me eee IG os 5 san oe Re ois 365 00 
——-———_——— $1,693,049 41 
PerevreH Ase (ir. Te UCT ES Ge see ae ea a Sn’ yi shady hk ne eee ae 279 69 
WuPennse OL TUStrulooUise << k ks ss et ke he alee aes 16,909 42 
PBEM ITOGDOT GAO Le ¢ ond desc awitle © 14-ay sso ses oe cee pe Le 


Total capital expenditure to date.. ...... .. ..$1,895,193 73 
Pippen TTC =. ic aes cs Gs ols we ee he eee 54,151 78 
Real estate .. .... Bese Ck a bas! are ya than Wee eee 6,023 66 
Stock in other companies ies ac se #& ee Oh eee eee 9,46Q 00 
etre tORENTE fies tk so ss hs 2 0) SW) ae es 
TA POT ACRUGIOA, snk. > otteatey iegee  obet 27,128 76 
ORR RMON OA Sibel atl chats as aan cely ace’ pate oe ae Re 18,081 41 
$2,020,981 68 
Mr., C. F. SISE. 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, 


Assets. 
Paes AIGA RODEO eee i. a MS we ee te | BL SORES To 
Slgete ee Re OE Ee > 54,151 78 
Hiearestate «et Aerts Ek RO. 6,023 66 
Stock in other Sorapattice a Se) es 9,460 00 
LORS Serrectpred (al 06S 11. ye A oy Bele ge en pr 56,152 51 
2 $2,020,981 68 
Liabilities. 
Semana nnoncsc eels. «4 cembemeawe.. =o... .-$1,468,400 00 
CeO Le he, 5 eg Soe he te Vea bie ‘es 28,975 08 
$1,497,375 08 
eV TINTRAN ee ME PE, tre lon ts eke iE EBON, aac! ts oe, 6 2a $523,606 60 
APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 
Pongneent stung, (500. .4..-ee gear uer. cm --6000;000: 00 
Added “ eee See eee ere a0) 2.1 0,000 00 
500,000 00 
Insurance reserve .. .. FAL) ieee et a 4.95321 
Balance revenue account ead geen ede 5 sheet as aeraeeae 19,353 39 


$523,606 60 
Audited and certified, 
PHILIP S. ROSS, 
Chartered Accountant, 
Auditor. 


1888. 


The directors beg to submit their ninth annual report. 

One thousand eight hundred and fourteen subscribers have been added during the 
year; but as 1,200 subscribers were formerly included in the exchanges now operated 
by the Nova Scotia Telephone Company and the New Brunswick Telephone Company, 
the net increase has been 614 subscribers, the total number now being 14,550. 

Nineteen exchanges and agencies have been added during the year. 

The company now has in operation 184 exchanges and 115 agencies. 

Five hundred and five miles of poles and 1,200 miles of wire have been added to the 
trunk line system during the year; of these 309 pole miles and 891 wire miles are in the 
Ontario department and 196 pole miles and 327 wire miles in the Eastern depart- 
ment. 

The trunk lines now owned by the company comprise about 6,300 miles of wire on 
about 3,565 miles of poles. 

The gross revenue has increased from $529,002 in 1887 to $585,365 in 1888—$56, 363. 

The expenses have increased from $295,098 to $325, 798—$30, 700. 

The percentage of expenses to revenue has been 55°65 in 1888, as against 55°76 per 
eent in 1887. 

The net revenue has increased from $233,903 in 1887 to $259,567 in 1888—$25,664. 

The paid-up capital is now $1, 375,000. « No calls having been made during the year 
on the $250,000 of stock issued in 1886, there is still 50 per cent, or $125,000 unpaid 
subscribed stock available for future construction. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


©. F. SISE, ANDREW ROBERTSON, 
Vice-president and Managing Director. President. 
Monrreat, February 23, 1889. Mr. C. F.’ SISE. 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER $1, 1888. 


Receipts. 


ReeenAnees.. ow. Vea tie, Es Sa Spee eee 
meank line tolls: ~ seme acter eee eee. oo eae 89,352 69 
Private line rentaieee ce weet. betes Viv See ee 10,018 64 
Miscallancous. geese oe eae"... 3 « “oly Aer eeees 45,278 91 

$ 585,365 88 


Hxpenses. 
Operaii pete ee se A ie oe eee 
Gia, ceo en a ape one ab Shay 
Delete CUNEO. ss a ww ein 2 21s hase py eee ee 8,627 11 
SEig ehh coy tia oTE i fe i | I ae rere ike sere I he 5,012 73. 
re ee ks cs oe ee cae aie 6 5,604 00 
——$ 325,798 50 
Net revenue for 1888....... $ 259,567 38 
Balance of revenue acount, brome formar fe 
1887.. 5 RAE MORE 21d. are atin: eg eee 19,353 39 


$ 278,920 77 

Less: dividends paid Sao aang No. 19, ec Janu- 
‘ ary 15, 1889) .. ath atthe aie 103,125 00 
Balance revenue See nee Kr i, lan saree ean rE ae $ 175,795 77 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31, 1888. 


Pada NH: BOCOUING «cis peel gies ake fen Ghai be a/''»,0) 8. efeia ical aad ee aca oe 
RSME CO CHIT Sore eo hc ures as hee 9 Sep 2 ok eee ee 93,400 00 
ROOM POT ACCOUTLE y <3 % c/s di) % yok sys os ood Sak pe ka eT ee 
BVOVER We ASC OUT 6%! ipo cte lig, asl fee Ros! «a, lnm lcs dae dee ee ee ee ee 
MGT NC Oe PEROT. urd Bits sabe ave, 'n @ 44 «hla ER EL ae 6,375 59 
POLIT Cea MOC ALOT ical ee eG a yank | ian! Se ee ‘Ta.41e 22 
—--—____— $2,224,290 48 

Capital expenditure, December 31,1887....... $1,895,193 73 
Tee lars eine ee ee ge ae ae 90,381 60 

—— $1,804,812 13 
arehase: Of PpaLeniais (tae oss ee 692 46 
Prnrchase of anstrunrentae vce 66.960) 22 pe ae eke 16,656 85 


Ganstruction, US8B .)s5-. Bes Bem. ie Du Relic ete le Beet aes ek 


—— 


Total plant and patent accounts to date.. .. .. ..$2,006,565 02 


Mores ob rand!) su ag ele See See ee 57,941 12 
Real estate... .... oO Glee Oe 6 ey Se nees 22,438 20 
Be etree aaiavanien?: wen eat I GEE i ee On ae 
chiratele (t)1) te: (i ie there tal BAe tog ie) | 22,850 51 
POUR IEOTE: DOONOIEG Ss oie cn ects hw do See eee 35,144 81 


APD es carat eed gh tana as Weak Ai kha * scale Bose ykcs ng eae 2,650 81 
, $2,224,290 48 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


ee ee 


we a a. 4 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


. Assets. 
a AG Tee rien ps kes «gs nn» $2, 00CMRIOS 
Pe tet a eee ee ee cs ye. | OT Se 
eat oxinte. oc ce SA eee Rs 5 tw, ss 00 AO 
Stock in other companies. iL, RE Ee o> ee 76,700 00 
Debtors and cash.. Ae BE PEER ey ae, 60,646 13 
$2,224,290 48 
| Inabilities. 
Peepers ORO bl. ter. Bee aha. fale scivladitast . ate... .$1,468,400 00 
rete olac a ara T ieenns wae ie rbot ee tte etal.) 18,719. 19 
1,542,119 12 
SOLD IS st pees 8S at Sense oe eA hk ye $ 682,171 36 


APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 


Contingent fund, 1887 .. Ate ae. oi ves «1 D00,000 
Added contingent fund, 1888. more a ot 150,000 
$ 650,000 
- Insurance reserve..... A en ae 6,375 59 
Balance revenue Rae ant ened omar Ra neha Setar 25,795 77 
—__————$ . 682,171 36 
Audited and certified, CHAS. P. SCLATER, 
PHILIP S. ROSS & SONS, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Chartered Accountants, Auditors. 


1889. 


The directors beg to submit their tenth annual report. 

Two thousand three hundred subscribers have been added during the year, but as 
310 set of instruments have been transferred to the Victoria and Esquimalt Telephone 
Company, the net increase has been about 2,000. 

The total number of sets of instrumentc earning rental is now 16,550. 

Twenty-six exchanges and agencies have been constructed and added to the system 
during the year. 

The company now owns and operates 201 exchanges and 124 agencies. 

One hundred and twenty-six miles of poles and 242 miles of wire have been added 
to the trunk line system during the year; of these 35 pole miles and 85 wire miles were 
in the Ontario department; and 91 pole miles and 157 wire miles were in the Eastern 
department. 

; The trunk lines now owned and operated by the company comprise about 6,550 
miles of wire on about 3,670 miles of poles. 


The gross revenue for the year was.. .......... .-$ 605,964 76 
Tipe peises Were, qin Wonton bts tee CS ktyow  364,254:08 
Tineenorrevemieswas. tv ste Cue Blo: awe ros a 241,710. 68 
The paid up capital is now.. .. ; .$1,400,000 00 
Bonds to the amount of $87, 600 have ane sold arin 

the year, the total issue now being.. .. .. .. ..$ 181,000 00 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


422 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


The demands of the business, and the necessity for the company owning the pre- 
mises occupied by the larger exchanges, caused your directors to erect a building at the 
corner of St. Catherine and Mountain Streets, Montreal, for a west end exchange. This 
is now ready for occupancy and will accommodate 3,000 subscribers. 

Your directors have also purchased the ‘ Wolfe building’ at the corner of Palais 
and St. John Streets, Quebec, which is now occupied by the company and by good 
tenants. 

Land on Temperance street, near Bay, in ‘l’oronto, has been purchased, and a build- 
ing will be erected thereon at an early date; the present premises in Toronto being too 
small for our business. 

Land has been purchased on Hughson and Jackson Streets in Hamilton, where we 
have outgrown our present location, and a building will be erected thereon during the 
current year. 

Twelve miles of underground ducts have been laid in Toronto, eastward from the 
location of the proposed new building. These are carried in a conduit one-half mile 
long. We have thus commenced the work of placing the wires underground in Toronto 
and shall continue it during the year. 


Ga EO SISE, ANDREW ROBERTSON, 
Vice-President. President. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 381, 1889. 


Receipts. 
MUXCHAN GES cok suis See tater rans a. ele ca so é p eeeMaae cor eeneetne o Demer aD enemas 
Drunk lines.2owt sce een es Re er er meee on mm TAR Lets) 
BPE V AUG LIL “Bo seein emueNe) TR kT sare: ene eee ee een ee 10,563 36 
Miscallanediugs. 0 sh ar. He ae ae ae DE eae eee 41,927 ‘76 
——§-——$ 605,964 76 
Expenses. 
Operate 5.5. as Nae on eee oe ae eg pee ee ee en ee 
Guarantee Premiums, ye wee erase vis. cienkton Mee eee 229 31 
PIGUET GG: HTEMIUMSs « <ere oe kia. oe pws | wo + a hope tree wee eee 8,793 87 
MSE ek. < shvel i Stas Oe Mi eeT REI be 26” cy 1 De eae ee ae 7,267 95 
MAAGELIATICOUS. » oF.o (2c tuneermcdo ttc. << vs -acscpee (peeemenn amine rena 1,597 28 
W B4ay 60 e Gola hos x oc) Cae ene Part Ae od A OR Ae IS ae Mn dh ems NE 6,153 44 
——————-$ 364,254 08 
$ 241,710 68 
Balance of revenue account brought forward from 1888 25,795 17 
$ 267,506 45 
Less dividends (including No. 23 paid January 15, 1890) 84,000 00 
Balance of revenue account... 0°. vad onan Meee oe $ 183,506 45 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DECEMBER 31, 1889. 


PPR ITE Sve he? nas a. ile osc. aco mn @ lars. oo ec gh aon aor 
So a ae er nner got OE ETE Ay yy 
OTIS TINIE sic’. ac yo x @\)'4cu caw. “edie eyes wd ae ate eee 
PORATED E Pak Bae coy, hg Paw ove ese vag Mage eka -. 183,506 45 
aT TIS PRR E IT os, al nha snide spinnod'<c gaan of AE Ra eee 9,510 39 
Sundry creditors.. .. Siar “Ccer'a se Arts anode accemae take cena ee 66,827 48 


$2,490,844 32 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Plant and patent accounts, December PENS Os ee aac e 


. .$2,006,565 02 


Purchase and’ plant... :. 2.0... 21,614 38 
Paréhaserof Patentey . o's. f tee 1,600 00 
MeO a LeMmmerMICN tee. 4. als ir cee es eet he ek 15,886 64 
SaUstrUGuOU oo ve Tabs a... tes, ees. sade de 2168, 700RRE 
Plant and patent accounts to date .............. .. . -$2,214,367 00 
Pee, CUBA Nie wis ss cores shoe wh bla aus te : 82,976 75 
peal CSTALES ape WG Ts 6c a Se 56,722 76 
Stock in other companies.. .. 71,160 00 
Sundry debtors.. . 22,217 89 
Hae trommaceneress «(5 coi sess 33;i90 418 
Oe ne ae re Pica, Sie 9,666 74 


$2,490,844 32 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
Telant Anes DALente. ort» .') <u, & . $2,214,367 00 . 
SSTNOHG ESE yey erGeah A e  ce ce 82,976 75 
Real estate... cen EB Es 56,722 76 
Pep Corie O Ger COMMU GING H. es pe csas in tia a) <prits|snsoussd. «9%. tds LOU P00 
LS XEVCH UOTE BINA Be CRT IR eee Rept gerd mea 65,617 81 
$2,490,844 32 
Laabilities. ¢ 
ROAR ONG Se Oe. vie wales let. + ecused cuore seeelaaiis. inien!s + Pl,0 62,000 .00 
Seelam GE cet EL A, a eS ol aki he ores cl ecel oo 66,827 48 
$1,647,827 48 
SibGe Dic bers Mire eae eS ee ny Sn Oe $ 848,016 84 


APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 


ONGINeen LUNG viCoGs's ws 2500s cs so. s-4 $000,000 00 
Added contingent fund, 1889.. .. ...... .. 150,000 00 ; 
$ 800,000 00 
9,510 39 
33,006 45 

$ 843,016 84 


CHAS. P. SCLATER, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 


Pr ePINOC ET CCET VC cian 40 5 cic gry soe co deapauenaipe. cone : 
Balance revenue account carried forward.. ........ 


Audited and certified, 
PHILIP, S. ROSS & SONS, 
Auditors. 
February 18, 1890. 


1890. 


The directors beg to submit their eleventh annual report. 

Two thousand eight hundred subscribers have been added during the year, the 
total number of sets of instruments earning rental now being 19,350. 

Thirty-eight exchanges and agencies have been constructed and added to the 
system during the year. 

The company now owns and operates 212 exchanges and 151 agencies. 

Four hundred and four miles of poles, and 1695 miles of wire have been added 
to the Trunk line system during the year; of these 166 pole miles and 249 wire miles 


are in the Ontario department, and 238 pole miles and 1446 wire miles are in the 
Mr. C. F. SISH. 
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Eastern department. The latter includes copper metallic circuit lines from Montreal 
to Quebec, Montreal to Ottawa, Montreal to Sherbrooke, and Montreal to St. John’s. 

The trunk lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 8228 miles 
of wire on 4071 miles of poles. 


The gross revenue for the year was .. .. $700,746 73 
Less reserved for unearned rentals .. .. 88,715 20 
ra: 612,081 53 
Se Saal tee ee SS 
Thegret Serene Was cr... sale ne Pus etal tee ee OO ee 
The paid up capital is now .. . he 1,494,000 00 
Bonds to the amount of $240,000 Ties ees sold ee 
ing the year, the total issue now being.. ........ 421,600 00 


The growth of our manufacturing business, and the necessity for increased 
accommodation caused your directors to purchase last July, land on Aqueduct street 
for the erection of suitable factory buildings. Work was commenced immediately, 
and the buildings will be ready for occupancy in May. 

* The building in course of erection in Hamilton for the Hamilton Exchange 
and offices of the Ontario department, will also be ready for occupancy in May. 

During the summer the foundation of our building in Toronto was laid, and the 
construction will be carried on during the coming season. 

Recognizing the necessity for making preparations for underground work, your 
directors have continued the construction of conduits in Toronto, and have also 
commenced work in Montreal and Hamilton. Thirty-five miles of duct in about 1} 
miles of conduit have been laid during the year. Of this work 75,191 feet of duct 
in 2,422 feet of conduit were laid in Montreal; 15,370 feet of duct in 345 feet of con- 
duit in Hamilton, and 96,674 feet of duct in 3,911 feet of conduit in Toronto. 
This work will be continued during the coming season. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


GEO. W. MOSS, C. F. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


Montreau, February 26, 1891. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1890. 


Receipts. 
Exchanges... .. .. + Mee) ewe ean See e eb eee eees anes 
Less reserved for aed ant asa 5 Sb See reeies e 88,715 20 
womens HE 800 ae 
Crunk line): 6 3.dts eb oF al ee tel) eee 109,236 68 
Private lines. <<. eal etek 1. eee 10,770 64 
Aigcollancous.<: <2 0 22 Soy Gala is) os den eee 40,195 138 
$612,031 53 
Hapenses. 
AF DBPAGINE ok. oe 3c ERE LO i See 
RPC eaat ene: POT TI 5 5 oes Feo SOG a Qe, ek ne 244 43 
himarranne: prem rma. 660 eo a Lok Vee See 9,215 26 
Teme? mor! Bish. Stee. po ea Bee 4,973 71 
NIM PNNIS CT cs cs kg es ee Sok ee cle, re 2,267 64 
Pont Tippin eee. tel ke eye eee ee ee 19,005 98 


——_————— $451,182 45 


$160,849 45 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 


al teal 
» 


=—w Te.m ree Ne ee 


ck fet Sareea ee ee ee eae 
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Balance of revenue account brought forward from 


ARs) 


Less dividends eee No, 27 paid January 


15, 1891) . 


Balance of revenue account... ............ 


33,506 45 
$194,355 63 
92,803 37 


$101,552 16 


BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1890. 


Stock account. . eae: eee 
MeCOPaCCOUle. 6 a El ees he 
Contingent fund .. .. 


RreveutataCCOUnt sre ony ake. Soles One ee, 
Wmearned rental reserve >.) o.oo eee etc ee 
Mnsurance reserve... ARE, Ls 


Bond interest reserve..... 


Sundry creditors Po. f-)7 0 


Plant and patent accounts, December 31, 1890 .. .. ... 


Purchase of instruments .. . 
Purchase of patents .. 


Pouptracrion ts00s on iw RO Nun Henig miog BOr han.) 


Total plant and patent accounts to date .. .. 
“YORI ETSY LANTOS Sagat el Gare A Sea ia Re ere oi 


Real estate . Pe et 
Stock in sien er vertices RE 
Sundry debtors .. .. 


Pee rOUMagoncicd. Fe PLONLRIO LS Ma ree dra) 


REST 6 55 605s 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


Assets. 
Plant and patents.. . 
Stores. . 


Real estate. 


Stock in Biker eoieanics ear: 
Debtors and cash . 
Liabilities. 
Stocks and bonds.. .. 
REPONILOTS ire ¥ ie Gls ident 


Surplus')ico.% 


. -$1,494,000 00 


421,600 00 
800,000 00 
101,552 16 
88,715 20 
12,858 19 
6,324 00 
44,590 29 
—_——_——— $2,969,639 84 


. -$2,214,367 00 


14,686 93 
1,788 00 
309,889 70 


. -$2,540,731 63 


86,250 74 
122,139 09 
73,460 00 
23,994 16 
40,403 87 
82,660 35 
$2,969,639 84 


. .$2,540,731 62 


86,250 74 
122,139 09 
73,460 00 
147,058 39 


. .$1,915,600 00 


44,590 29. 
—$1,960,190 29 
$1,009,449 35 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 


Contingent fund, 1889.. .. .. «2 «2 «2 «so $800,000 00 
Added “ © 1S00RO ee eco. <- , OOUU 

$875,000 00 
Tinearned rentaldeserve: i. cctkn ee 8s be 0 em «wigan tape 88,715 20 
Trotrance YOSOReia le ler ee a sw ne a hate ies ees 12,858 19 
Bond intercaiee eee ee. * + Phage cee : 6,324 00 
Balance revene account carried forward... .... .- .. -- 26,552 16 

——. $1,009,449 35 
Audited and certified, CHAS. P. SCLATER, 
Pp. S. ROSS & SONS, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Chartered Accountants. 
February 14, 1891. 


1891. 


The directors beg to submit their twelfth annual report. 

Two thousand eight hundred and seventy-four subscribers have been added during 
the year, the total number of sets of instruments earning rental now being 22,224. 

Fifty-one exchanges and agencies having been constructed and added to the 
system, the company now owns and operates 229 exchanges and 185 agencies. 

Three hundred and sixty-three miles of poles, and 988 miles of wire have been 
edded to the Trunk line system in 1891; of these 258 pole miles and 679 wire miles 
are in the Ontario department, and 105 pole miles and 309 wire miles are in the East- 
ern department. 

The trunk lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 9,213 miles of 
wire on 4,432 miles of poles. 

We have continued the construction of subways in Toronto and Montreal. Fifty- 
one miles of duct in about 3 miles of conduit have been laid during the year. Of this 
work 99,552 feet of duct in 5,264 feet of conduit were laid in Montreal; and 171,820 
feet of duct in 10,530 feet of conduit in Toronto. This work will be continued dur- 
ing the coming season. 

We have also placed 26,407 feet of cable in conduits in Toronto, and 8,085 feet 
in Hamilton, which are in operation. 


The gross revenue for the year was........ ..++++ «-8 767,455 76 
The espenses Were... .- «ce ew ere mea, Ort ane eee 01 
The nek revenue WOSsa« sss «so vs le guulee uel thie havea lel eek ee 


The paid up capital is now.’. ..°.. 6%. Se. 2. 2. 1,926,900 00 
Bonds to the amount of $78,400 have been sold, the 
total asses tiOw Deng... . Yess? a oueclelymer (en eee UNA 


Since our last annual report the factory buildings on Aqueduct street, Montreal, 
have been completed and are now in successful operation, employing about 200 men. 
The Hamilton building has been completed, and is now occupied by the Hamilton 
Exchange, and the offices, storerooms and repair shop of the Ontario department. The 
puilding on Temperance street, Toronto, Is now nearly completed, and will be ready 
to receive the new switch-boards during the summer. Owing to the increase of To- 
ronto suburban business, it was deemed advisable to purchase a piece of land in the 
east end of Toronto on which we intend to erect a small exchange, to avoid the long 
leads of wires and cables to the Temperance street building. The Ottawa business 
having outgrown our present premises, your directors have purchased land on Queen 
street, on which a building will be erected during the current year. 

Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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The introduction of electricity for street railways, motors, &e., as well as electric 
bghting, has made it necessary to provide for a great deal of reconstruction, of which 
in the larger cities, a large percentage must be underground. This work is being 
carried on as rapidly as its nature will permit. 

Notice has been given of our intention to apply to parliament for power to in- 
crease the capital of the company, and a resolution will be offered to-day authorizing 
such increase. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. W. MOSS, ©. F. SISE, 


Vice-president. President. 
Montreat, February 25, 1892. 


REVEN JE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1891. 


Receipts. 
bscnanees, cs ete eee fbr : $592,444 07 
Bocas MIRTICATNECETONtA TESCEVO ois» picccace © tolev co ¥.s 4, Sie Seca aac 8,476 50 
————._ § 83,967 57 
Per MraMiTCS rare POR OR cee re We as a Re A ge 121,180 92 
eee ACS MEE MS ig op ceak. cieae bay Sark aves Role <6 os 10,748 59 
Miscellaneous. «.. 2... 6.6 60s Sie PEA RA a hts) Out os + « 51,558 68 
$767,455 76 
Expenses. 


bce iret oy Gnas ROO. tere. MTL BL eA BI. o $$486,556-01 
USUT Lies GPE as aera I geek oo cael) a anny aC ee 8,473 11 


See ee ee ee eh eee ee AIOE N 18,784 43 
Bee ee Teather se nt a tee gee 28,937 48 
AED Bul BF EaTTE Sys SaRN Ac eC Cp 6,858 98 
—— -————— $544,610 O1 
Net revere tor S01... es ee EE eS gine i $222,845 75 
Less dividends (including No. 31 paid January 15, 
deo ee ee re Sere ee SS 134,075 70 
: $ 88,770 05 
Balance revenue from 1890.. ..............000. 26,552 16 


$115,322 21 
Carried to contingent fund.... ...... .... .... $100,000 00 
Arr COm fOr WATURtOMI BO? icc otis eee eee as 15,822 21 
$115,322 21 


es 


BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1891. 
SCE CAITR sa phn cae ue ma 0, w buce-costiesal WAWuive as $1,926,900 00 
—OMELYS GURU WR R024 GM Re AS ce Oe Pen Rt A 500,000 00 
Benernrent tung etso0. . Ss). oA LN... teat cgen'e $ 875,000 00 
Deduct depreciation, “stock of other companies”.:...... $175,000 00 


$700,000 00 


Add transfer from revenue account 1891.... ...... .... 100,000 00 
$800,000 00 


(earriede Torward th oes ot cele Best $3,226,900 00 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Brought Soman cre eee ove al wm eeu $3,226,900 00 
Revenue account... ...... seeeee 15,3822 21 
Peeeiried rental resettee nun. cccu ete A sos oes, seams nae 97,191 70 
SRAUTATICG YCSCTVE. Je we ae Sem EENE fia 5co8 tin pens teres 20,016 16 
mond interest reser: aes «ala es ee eee ee 7.500 00 
Accident insula meserve ot Grasee «ola nc. 4.* frien © ee es 2,500 00 
Sundry credifer ame anew. Ske oles we eAD 108,958 82 
$3,478,388 89 

Plant and patents, December 31, 1890.............. .-$2,540,731 63 

Purclegee gee ead asics eo Uwe a A Pees © ae 1,447 00 

Construction sisi ties 6c hk aw cs ow Oo ce 2 SR 

$2,873,739 34 

CMS Eich wen 4c b kowdhed ss oe o> ont hears ce Ree ee mee ee 

Real -astater..&...-. cl ARPT Ce eke ee onc 905;727 17 

Stock in Pe pednidnics: - (ys oe ey I 

eR RCPOMICLY DS ts” oe eee ea vse Bs, & adds a oe oe) ORS = 19,897 64 

PS tre Wimar FAS CNCIOS Ss) s a aad © As oe ae en Pa 62,474 56 

SOE SW Fe claie's ae a RNS 614 Aiea oe le | ah ylaNee eee 16,986 80 
—_—_—_—_—_——¥$3,478,388 89 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, DECEMBER 31, 1891. 
Assets. 
Plant aidoribettis sat Len ea sc se v8 $2,873,739 34 
Stores on hand.... . 148,542 56 
Keal estate. Mee 905,727 17 
Stock in tet companies. EN, ok Re ee 151,070 82 
Pippiorer ana Coaiona meen ar. a. slp edna lahat ea ees 99,309 00 
$3,478,388 89 
Inabilitres 

PepOO eet DORIS Seg ek Oe ee ccs ba ed aee = ee ees $2,426 900 00 

Pree eer TE eG cc -icsae aes f vh osu e's « coal che ag diene ae eee 

neared ventas. eee ele. ed dhe 6 de Sia ce aeons 97,191 ‘70 

UnLere (i derveqesig soo ao hopen Se PLCS. he) ee i re 2 pee ot decShaee one 7,500 00 
—— ——_——$?,640,550 52 
Surplus.... $837,888 37 

APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 
Gontineemt, “Evite, 1oG0 wea ok. os cs s,s etd aeleehenne POO OD 
Daduetcn, Leo lata ene oe sh dss caw D000) 00 

$800,000 00 

Insurance reserve. Be Cs no wk Aw te epee See 20,016 16 

Accident insurance reserve. ie ee ee et ee 2,500 00 

Balance revenue account eriticd aemaraee cake Sate 15,322 21 
: $837,838 37 

Audited and certified. 
P. S. ROSS & SONS, CHAS. P.“SCLATER, 
Chartered Accountants. Secretary-Treasurer. 


February 15, 1892. 
Mr. C. F. SISH. 
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The directors beg to submit their thirteenth annual report. 

One thousand six hundred and twenty-six subscribers have been added during the 
year, the total number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 24,167, (317 
having been transferred from the free list at Peterborough). 

Twenty-two exchanges and fifty-six agencies having been constructed and added to 
the system, the company now owns and operates 251 exchanges and 241 agencies. 

Four hundred and one miles of poles, and 1,238 miles of wire have been added ta 
the trunk line or long-distance system in 1892; of these 116 pole miles and 663 wire 
miles are in the Ontario department, and 285 pole miles and 575 wire miles are in the 
Eastern department. 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 10,455 
miles of wire on 4,836 miles of poles. 

The underground construction has been continued during the year; about 34 miles 
of subway and 282 miles of duct having been laid. Of this 107.022 feet of duct in 
14,277 feet of conduit was in Toronto; 31,055 feet of duct in 2,309 feet of conduit was 
in Hamilton; and 14,395 feet of duct in 1,337 feet of conduit was in London. ~The 
total subway construction to date comprises 1262 miles of duct in 94 miles of conduit. 


The gross revenue for the year was.. .. ........ ..$ 875,596 44 
ene Pee Wale eee a ees. ss G5O.T89 Ot 
Peseetet even UCyWasus os fa eG on nn ss a . 280,886 68 
emai duguscapital 180 0h eh ee en os 2,200,000: 00 


Lhe apparent decrease in net revenue was caused by a severe sleet storm in Ottawa 
in March, and a storm which occured in Manitoba in April. ‘{hese two storms cost 
the company about $25,000. ; 

Your directors were obliged to provide for certain charges during the year, which 
could not be debited to capital account. Among these were the decreased valuation in 
stocks in other companies, viz.: The Federal Telephone Company, the Ontario Tele- 
phone Company, and the Parkhill Telephone Company, amounting to $66,591.60; and 
also a large item of reconstruction rendered necessary by the introduction of electriz 
light and electric railways, whereby we were compelled to metallic circuit our lines and 
prepare for the change to underground systems. The construction account for the year 
has amounted to $368,123.49, but as a large portion of this was fcr plant to take the 
place of other plant already charged to construction account, your directors have 
deemed it advisable to write off $100,000 on account of exchange construction, and 
$11,351.50 on account of long-distance line constructioa, which amounts have been 
charged to contingent account. 

For funds with which to meet these demands, and to provide for the new construc- 
tion of 1892, your directors, acting under authority of the shareholders, decided to sell 
2,000 shares of stock. ‘This stock was sold at a premium of $123,729.73, which amount 
having been carried to contingent account, that account was then debited with the 
extraordinary charges referred to above, and the directors trust that this course may 
meet with your approval. 

The buildings in Toronto and Ottawa have been completed, and will be occupied 
as soon as the switch-boards are ready. . 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


GEO. W. MOSS, C. F. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


Montreat, February 23, 1893. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1892. 
Recerpts. 
PP ian gies. : ; ..$ 689,927 45 
Less unearned raged reserve . 15,899 53 
$ 674,027 92 
Piaink lines - eee ate xt ee eerane «ow 50s 132,349 03 
Private, lings tee wees 11,486 90 
Miscellaneous... ... 57,712 59 
$ 875,526 44 
Expenses. 
Operating... .... ..8 599,757 65 
eee era sees. « 7,618 92 
SEA es a ae 13,171 86 
UIE PGSL.: cs ct tSy cekuRERen sess 30,000 00 
Miscellaneous.. . 4,596 38 
$ 655,189 81 
Net revenue for 1892...... $ 220,386 63 
Less dividends (including No. 35 af apes 16, 1893). 165,388 43 
$ 54,998 20 
Balance reyonuce cron i891... 2. kak. eet enue 15,322 21 
$ 70,320 41 
Carried to contingent fund.. .. . 0p §4,213°87 
GQarvied forward 1Ovo90. s <6 ck Awe ; 16,107 04 
——————$ 70,320 41 
BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1892. 
Stock account. $2,200,000 00 
Bond account... .. Ret eas ae ee 500,000 00 
Contingent Fund, 1891. ae ..$ 800,000 00 
Add premium on stock ade Us GoGo Ee ee bee 
Transfer from revenue account.. 54,213 37 
$ 977,948 10 
Deduct ‘ depreciation stock in other companies’.$6 66,591 60 
Transfer from construction account... ...... 111,351 50 
$ 177,943 10 
————_——$ 800,000 00 
Revenue account .. ee.” 16,107 04 
Unearned rental reserve.. .. .. 113,091 23 
TaiiPance TORCENG. wk eae «+ ke ka ks 26,459 19 
Bond interest reserve. . 7,500 00 
CEO RTOOICOTS <a). ee te =k Now) a asm 156,874 57 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


$3,820,032 03 
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MINUTES 


Plant and patents, December 31, 1891.... . 


Pau ne see DULON Gulden Sy 5 ss once ks ee 
--$ 368,123 49 


Construction, 1892. . 


Less charged to pawinoent Sade 


Plant and patents, Dcember 31, 1892.. .... 
tes tOM Bane .0 ts ay 


Real estate. 


Stock in aie Soke’ 


Sundry debtors. . 


Due from ences OE Nh one eae 


Oe ee aes cea 
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. . .$2,873,739 34 


1,552 50 


111,351 50° 


256,771 99 


. -$3,132,063 83 


190,448 79 
249,219 84 
106,982 83 
84,764 65 
57,987 81 
28,564 28 


=———-$3,820,032 03 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, DECEMBER 31, 1892. 


Assets. 


Mlangand patents, © ...2. 0)... 6 6k 
Srorestone band. 2, uae. - 2... 


Real estate. 


Stock in piler companies. 


Debtors and cash. 


Liabilities. 


Stock and bonds... .. . : 
Sundry creditors.:....... 
Unearned rentals... ....... 
Bonds interest...4..).... 


UE Che eee er erg a 


Contingent fund.. 
Insurance reserve. 


APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 


Balance revenue a | lh ap 


Audited and certified, 


P.S. ROSS & SONS, 


February 16, 1893. 


Chartered Accountants. 


$3,132,063 83 
190,448 79 
249,219 84 
106,982 83 
141,316 74 


$3,820,032 03 


. .$2,700,000 00 


156,874 57 

113,091 23 

7,506 00 
$2,977,465 80 


$ 842,566 23 


.-$ 800,000 00 


CHAS. 


26,459 19 
16,107 04 


$ 842,566 23 


Po eC La LE, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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The directors beg to submit their fourteenth annual report. 

Two thousand six hundred and thirty-nine subscribers have been added during the 
year; the total number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 26,806. 

Twenty-four exchanges and 15 agencies have been constructed and added to the 
system; the company now owns and operates 275 exchanges and 256 agencies. 

Two hundred and thirty-two miles of poles, and 1,616 miles of wire have been 
added to the long-distance system in 1893; of these 60 pole miles and 1,288 wire miles 
are in the Ontario department, and 172 Bole miles and 328 wire miles are in the Eastern 
department. 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 12,071 
miles of wire on 5,068 miles of poles. 

Underground construction has been continued at Ottawa and Toronto during the 
year, and it will be necessary to carry on this work from time to time as circumstances 
may warrant. 

Continuing the policy adopted last year, your directors have charged to contingent 
fund $30,000 on account of exchange construction, and $19,275.10 on account of long- 
distance line construction, these amounts having been expended on plant to take the 
place of plant already charged to construction. 


’ The gross revenue for the year was............ $ 961,174 79 
The-expensea*weneacnc: .... 6s cs be See au 794,791 42 
The MERPCVEINIG Whose. «2. ARR Mire ee ee ee ae 236,383 37 
The paid up eapitabis.. .. .. v. 2. dw ee ee is ee eee 


The balance of called up capital amounts to $218,400, of which $187,325 has been 
prepaid, and the balance becomes due on April 1 

In view of the increased business iv the city of Quebec, your directors have 
deemed jt advisable to erect a small building for a branch office at St. Roch, and have 
purchased a property at the corner of Caron and St. Antoine streets, upon which a 
building will be erected during the summer. 

The company having made exclusive contracts with all the larger cities and towns 
in Ontario, and a question having arisen as to the legality of such contracts, these 
corporations applied to the legislature of Ontario, and an Act was passed ratifying all 
contracts already made, and authorizing similar contracts in future. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


GEO. W. MOSS, CHARLES F. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


Montreau, February 22, 1894. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1893. 


Receipts. 
Exchanges... ... Pe a ay! Boa. 5 Rs Se ee ee 
Less unearned ears WECRENE IL. cvs as se bx cere ee by ee eee 11,442 67 
- $747,606 95 
Fome-distance lines.) <ceaee. cee 6 wk DO Re i oe 
Private lines.. .. > re ee oy ibe SEN Se 10,750 14 
IMMER...» Kw Shoko ni 0 n)-a 0 ohag ied Pow ol ce a 61,929 20 


$961,174 79 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 


———— eh 
\ 
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Operating. . 2 ae aa 
ed) SO rN Cee Co 
PATI Caras 
Bond interest... .... 
Miscellaneous......... 


, Net revenue for 1893. . 


Less dividends eae sea ope 39 sine i: Ate 15, 


1894). . 


Balance revenue from 1892............ 


(Married. toveontingent fund. 2). 0) 2.8. . 
Carried forward to 1894... 2.2. 5. 2: 


$661,278 91 
11,987 10 
14,314 03 
30,000 00 

7,211 38 


$724,791 42 
$236,383 37 
186,059 738 


$50,323 64 
16,107 04 


$66,430 68 
$ 49,275 10 
17,155 58 
— $66,430 68 


— _, 
— eee 


BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1893, 


Stock account. 
Bond account. 
Contingent nae 1892. 


Deduct transfer from construction account.. .......... 


MECC OII ee tet int feo e eh te ona 


Unearned rental reserve... ... 
Insurance reserve... .. . 

Accident reserve... xe eee Gees 
Bond interest reserve... ........ 
Pepe iCAl Ss oer feed bg bles 
Buuery creditors . 0.0.0.0: 


Plant and patents, December Bilge 1 SOD sheen ' 
EEC apmerAteMt LSU O MI tis ee A, wavs conch sisudoic lhe hoes « 


Construction, 1893. 
Tess charged eee Gidoe 


Plant and amen December 31, 1898........ 


- $800,000 00 
Add transfer from revenue account.. ...... 


$2,421,600 00 
500,000 00 


49,275 10 
—§ 849,275 10 
49,275 10 


$ 800,000 00 
17,155 58 
124,533 90 
32,666 59 
2,150 00 
7,500 00 
187,325 00 
134,188 79 


$4,227,119 86 
. $3,132,063 83 


1,100 50 
$376,263 36 
49,275 10 
—— ~-—-— 326,988 26 


. . .$3,460,152 59 


Stores on hand. . 270,642 75 
Real estate. ‘ . 259,594 42 
Stock in ethan Eira aces WEG TE 
Sundry debtors. . Av ee) ee ae, ree 23,528 79 
atin avencics. RE Wet ee A bien ede aN, I< 67,599 95 
EP en 338,828 63 


1—c—28 


$4,927,119 86 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, DECEMBER 31, 1893. 


. Assets. 
Seent and patents. uen..+ «5s -)sseeee Ss ee See ee $3,460,152 59 
Minorca on band...) ec as eee ++), na ae 970,642 75 
Neal catate. . . ARE. wee a ete. os oe > Saas 259,594 42 
Stock in other companies... .. .- 2. 6 ee ee oe te te 20 oe 111,772 ‘73 
Debtors andbeash ess oe ees «se ts oe Re eee 124,957 37 
$4,227,119 86 
Tiabilities. 

Ctrvate AEtHTCia Ste Giers bs o 8's cw, sce + a woe WE pain ere” ge ge . .$2,921,600 00 

Prenaried leas 6 ho os es we ee ee pe oe ee el Sen eine 187,825 00 

Guidry ecreditores. 0s. . 2+ + Sia +  -s) «is eee ee ee en 134,188 79 

TEnGaPEATEONTOIS: ¢ x fcc os pg praele +o 0 3 epee rw ceeegees 124,533 90 

Get Ta Reh abt hice) oe Re a a reg ST ee) 7,500 00 
oi es 9,510,147 6 
Sarplus sie «06 fe ap ele cee come: $ 851,972 17 


APPROPRIATON OF SURPLUS. 


Contingent frind. s areal slot) ahs eves atl ere ta . .6 800,000 00 
Ansurance. TeseIve. . le flee chee ee sue Mae EM Aiea 32,666 59 
A PIeIILGP OSOTV Etat cea) (9 > ces) ae RE i ee 9,150 00 
Balance revenue carried forward... .. .- -+ e+ ee ee ee es 17,155 58 


$ 851,972 17 


Audited and certified, CHAS. P. SCLATER, 
P. S. ROSS & SONS, Secretary-Treasurer. 


. Chartered accountants. 
February 19, 1894. 


1894. 


The directors beg to submit their fifteenth annua] report. 

Nine hundred and seventy five subscribers have been added during the year; the 
total number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 27,781. 

Twenty-five exchanges and 6 agencies have been constructed and aided to the 
system; the company now owns and operates 300 exchanges and 262 agencies. 

Two hundred and ninety-three miles of poles and 1,020 miles of wire have been added 
to the long-distance system in 1894; of these 133 pole miles and 768 wire miles are in 
the Ontario department, and 160 pole miles and 252 wire miles are in the astern 
department. 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 13,091 
miles of wire on 5,361 miles of poles. 

In Toronto, the underground work undertaken in compliance with the contract 
with that city, has been completed, and by May 1 the new building will be oceupied. 

The building at St. Roch, Quebec, is completed and occupied. 

The central exchange in Montreal having outgrown its capacity, it has become 
necessary to arrange for other premises, and the board recognizing the fact that the 
very expensive central office apparatus in the large cities should be in fire-proof 
buildings belonging to the company, has purchased the property on Notre Dame, St. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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John and Hospital streets belonging to the estate of the late E. E. Shelton, where 
they propose to erect a first-class fire-proof building for the use of the Central Ex- 
change, the offices of the Montreal manager, the Sales department, and the general 
offices of the company. Work will probably be commenced about May 1. 


The gross revenue for the year was.......... ... -$1,012,839 81 
Ure teen ed) Were. we Wee ieee AM ss -.. s  s T20, Cee 
Uiietomtevenve Was 2c ier teens. os se os. 2893-99709 
PeaCAteUD Capital io eco wee. ee...) .  8.168,000:.00 


Out of the net revenue, $222,529.72 has been paid in dividends, $50,000 has 
been added to the contingent account, and the balance of $10,698.20 has been added 
tc the amount carried forward to the credit of the revenue account. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


GEO. W. MOSS, CHAS. =. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


MontreEAu, February 28, 1895. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1894. 


Receipts. 
Exchanges... .... eee ie eevee. 66) oD LOO LOT 4s 
Less unearned veri MOSCE VERE Poe tLe Mate Se os 5,061 11 
—— ———— $783,954 32 
“regs ovees POU W ave oo TR VCD POP Sein Ie) Le ea a ee 152,778 21 
PIRI Geel DEPTS Sk eNO econ li alt fl) aia Mi ali a Wall Sac 11,621 04. 
MS COMINIOOMG er Eh eM Rr Re SMa mee 64,486 24. 
$1,012,839 81 
Eupenses. 
ona Men en ake (ts, Me ltl hhc OLS 4 %.!-« a GO18,699: 14 
Oe er I MPU ON ik FG) Fos GR Gly. bate ov ican Sw hone 10,869 99 
Rep IaT COG eee wh yeeee eet a ey A tay Taal oe ous 14,530 29 
POMC IVI GTesG) Aim, BM oho. Coie. aoe Pe LAO Ew ea dw we 26,495 65 
BRINGS Fa TiCO Uc werent fe! Pee es Oe og 4,115 82 
——- $729,611 89 
Net revenue for 1894.. ..... Sea ‘ $283,227 92 
Less dividends (including January 15, 4895)... 3 922,529 72 
$ 60,698 20 
Balance revenue from 1893... 4. 2. 06 ee cece ee 17,155 58 
$ 77,8538 73 
Garniedeto. Contingent TUNG 5.65 a oe a ws oy, $00,000 00 
Parmedelorward.t0 1600245 case we es ees ee 97,853 78 
——____—___——_ $77,853 78 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
i—¢-—239 


/ 
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BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1894. 


SER ACOUNG .. «..\ Sel = eRe: eisai yee rs $3,168,000 00 
ee TACCOUNE .:..< gene doe aie eee > soe See 421,650 90 
Bontingent fund <ean nnfeie wi semen «+ s+ joie ac 850,000 00 
Hevenue accountibaoia« <2 ba <> ss. Sane Ree ee 97,853 78 
Uriearned rentalarepervesc Sedan +. es ks) wae ee 129,595 OL 
Misiirdare TCHORRE lee (ka sesso le» << ste shy, ie es Ages 39,172 83 
A dcident TOSeEU Reta) ee ee 6) a neve g eiey etek ei te 4,403 04 
Bond interest Peservern. ci. cl. o's a's ne Se fle epee ae St eniee 6,324 75 
Sunday omeorritay eta cece yo a ae, ise ee eee 69,808 97 


$4,716,808 38 
Plant and patents, December 31, 1893 .........- _ $3, 460,152 59 
Purchase of patents, 1894... 2 ow. es) ee ee are 2,515 50 
Constrieuon, Leeds... cs oes «+ 250 ge Nahata cole 261,629 84 


Plant and patents, December 31, 1894.......... +... . $3,724,297 93 
Gi reason hand... «sc cusses «u) ale cole eben pe a etna eee ee 
ealsestate..).. 4% Te os eee Piece re meee 
Stock in other companies. . ee a Re ee 
Sunary debtors... i) yj) lap see | Sac (= ogee eee ae 25,084 49 
Dire Prom. AGENCIES Gar ia eee «oe eee ee ee nee 59.667 65 
Ph rn ee Deb IH Ns Cl Ry et ee 
- ————— $4,716,808 38 


ee ee ee ee 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, DECEMBER 31, 1894. 


Assets. 
Plarrhan cs patente: coe eit: ss, coe eee $3,724,297 98 
OPA As OT TAIN. ie eye ees ow. -ack bel ad ata tae ae eat 212,424 64 
Real estate. . Ae Uo fe es 5 sc Gl te on eae ee 329,430 23 
Stock in eihee pe ates Paks! a od Ce aes moot 116,555 00 
Debtors end cass. ate geN ee am fa oe op tee, erecta 334,100 58 
$4,716,808 38 
Inabilities. 


Cinck and panda ech, sw Gbbe cv ww Wines eaten Dew MED e ats our 
Sundry areditors sb.) a5 sia) © 21s See eee te 69,808 97 
TInbhrned rentals Shine eat han «Sn ao 58 oe anon ce ee 
Bond sinteresh. oe ee ee ag Ok EE RE ee ee 6,324 75 

: —_——_————— 3,795,378 73 


Surplugt aie sera eee $ 921,429 65 


APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 
Contingent fundsw. cae eo 65 dhe ee ns 
Ars PANCA TOGATVG «4, 2 ee kk Cle: RI ee eee 39,172 83 
Accident reserve.. .. Re ten ea 4,403 04 
Balance revenue oon eral: farmer is Sie what, Aloe be 27,853 78 
-—_—__—_—--—— $921,499 65 


Audited and certified, CHAS. P. SCLATER, 
P. S. ROSS & SONS, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Chartered Accountants. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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The directors beg to submit their sixteenth annual report. 

One thousand and twenty-eight subscribers have been added during the year, the 
total number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 28,809. 

Forty-five exchanges and six agencies have been constructed and added to the sys- 
tem; the company now owns and operates 345 exchanges and 268 agencies, 

Five hundred and twenty-two miles of poles, and 1,760 miles of wire have been 
added to the long-distance system in 1895; of these 190 pole miles and 847 wire miles 
are in the Ontario department, and 332 pole miles and 913 wire miles are in the Eastern 
department. | ; 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 14,851 
miles of wire on 5,884 miles of poles, which include a copper metallic circuit line from 
Montreal to Toronto, constructed during the past year. 

Work on the new building in Montreal progressed favourably until it was deemed 
prudent to discontinue construction during the winter; it will be resumed as early as 
possible, and we trust that the building will be ready for occupancy before the next 
annual meeting. 

The growth of our Winnipeg exchange having rendered the present offices inadequate 
for the business, it became necessary to secure other quarters, and a lot was purchased 
on Thistle street in a favourable location, where a building will be erected during the 
summer, which will be used solely for the purposes of the company. 


The gross revenue for the year was.. ........ .. ..$1,087,124 28 
Pemex eC Nees WELG Pie Bi Wie ee hse, ean TSE, IAD. 86 
iP eset teverio wyacl.. sy) we Nae ash sk ad ..  999,874 99 
Pe MAIO UD, CAPITA IS. rainy co! hue Guslete.s vole ce (6 6 8,465,000) OO 


In addition to the net revenue of $299,874.92 the premium on bonds sold during the 
year amounted to $10,750, making a total of $310,624.92; out of which $253,431.33 have 
been paid in dividends, and the balance of $57,193.59, together with $2,806.41 taken from 
revenue accgunt, has been carried to the contingent account, which now amounts to 
$910,000. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, ' CHAS. F. SISE, 
Vice-president. President. 


MontrEAL, February 27, 1896. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1895. 


Receipts. 
AAD OG. cs BI Nf atid, beedvae tcl ie ein SOUL Opa OL 
Pa eITIOA TNC MEN tal TASCT YO. ois. ccd cles els Ss ae haleh Coes ws 6,247 86 
' $ 821,304 73 
(UTE TE GUIe A nite cli oe RNs gn Aen ae 178,313 24 
I ea eG MOE te ye ea, kV kia eels Le piede. 0 8 13,218.75 
cls RSC Sl 2 A 74,292 54 


—_—— — 


$1,087,124 28 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Operating.. .. 

Legal. . 

Insurance. . 

Bond interest... ... 
Miacollancous aes ee 


Net revenue for 1895. 


Less dividends pahidine Taras 18, 1896) ary eee 


Balance revenue from 1894... 


Carried to contingent fund.. . 


Carried forward to 1896. 


BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1895. 


Stock account....... 
Bond account. . 
Contingent ran 


Add atnried feo revenue none 
Add bond premium account... ...... 


Revenue accounb:. «1. 2s). eee 
Unearned rental reserve.......... 
Insurance reserve.. ..... 
Accident 2eserve. ec irs, oe eee, es 
Bond interest reserve. . 


Mumdiry Crediborets. Wine weal eka er A eee 


Plant and patents, December 31, 1894.......... 


Purchase of patents, 1895.. .. 
Construction, 1895... 


Plant and patents, December 31, 1895.. 


Stores on hand... 

Real estate. a 
Stock in Sites chipnanieat 
Sundry debtors. . 


Tide tivo nr- BRON CRS, co ilo cs Is: nas Rho Jock ae 


Ash ced ante ct 


Mr, C, F. SISE. 


. . $8 850,000 00 


4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


..$ 733,729 60 


10,111 83 
15,258 03 
26,785 84 
1,364 06 

$ 787,249 38 

$ 299,874 92 

258,431 33 

$ 46,443 59 

27,853 78 

$74,297 37 
.-$ 49,250 00 
25,047 37 

74,297 37 


$3,168,000 00 
600,000 00 


49,250 00 
10,750 00 

— . 910,000 00 

25,047 37 

135,842 87 

44,877 57 

6,898 04 

7,500 00 

63,451 50 


$4,961,617 35 


. $3,724,297 93 


1,637 35 
303,335 71 


. . -$4,029,270 99 


214,505 388 
398,697 61 
123,170 80 
26,679 82 
59,632 28 
109,660 47 


—_——_—_— $4,961,617 35 


=" 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, DECEMBER 31, 1895. 


Plant and patents..... 


$4,029,270 99 


Stores on hand.. . 214,505 38 
Real estate. ‘ 398,697 61 
Stock in ether A onioaD 168. 123,170 80 
Debtors and cash. . 195,972 57 


EIB ES TUG MOOINIG 9A fo. 4 KA reeheels 


$4,961,617 35 


. .$3,768,000 00 


Sundry creditors... ..:.... 63,451 50 
Unearned rentals.. .... 135,842 87 
Bond interest accrued. . 7,500 00 
3,974,794 37 
PET MAG HU viene Mette teres atssnude Pats)» $ 986,822 98 
APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS. 
eye HGP al Selah bet ate eee eee AeA ae ear . 8 910,000 00 
Insurance reserve. . RE Gn eA Sipe ted) sa 44,877 57 
Accident reserve..... SR aac) ae 6,898 04 
Balance revenue ene beried fare JRSTo, See eee 25,047 37 


$ 986,822 98 


Audited and Certified, 
P.S. ROSS & SONS, 


Chartered Accountants. 


CHAS. P. SCLATER, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 


\ 1896. 


The directors beg to submit their seventeenth annua] report. 

Six hundred and fifty-three subscribers have been added during the year, the total 
number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 29,462. 

The company now owns and operates 341 exchanges and 275 agencies. 

One hundred and seventy-six miles of poles and 1,013 miles of wire have been 
added to the long-distance system in 1896; of these 11 pole miles and 236 wire miles 
are in the Ontario department, and 165 pole miles and 777 wire miles are in the East- 
ex department. 

The long-distance lines, now owned and operated by the company, comprise 15,864 
miles of wire on 6,060 miles of poles. 

The new building in Montreal is nearly completed, and will be ready for occu- 
paney in May. 

The new building in Winnipeg was completed and occupied about November 1, 
and fully answers our expectations. 

Under authority of the shareholders, $273,500 bonds have been sold during the 
year, and the premium thereon, preraging 7% per cent, viz., $19,491.25, has been car- 
ried to the contingent fund. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, ? CHAS. F.' sISE, 
Vice-president. President. 


MontreEat, February 25, 1897. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 


Mr, C. F. SISE. 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1896. 
Receipts. 

Exchanges. . SU ARIE: i. -acva ce Cea tee ee $860,525 79 

Less Preneicd rene reserve. 4,957 12 
$855,568 67 
Long-distance lines. . Sua 195,721 93 
aE Pivete: LINeee slits we ake oak - 12,603 57 
Miscellaneous... .... 69,840 98 
$1,163,785 15 

Lupenses. 

Cneraoewenn esa 68 +s tet beeen eens $773,420 O7 

Tanne So ie eee) 5 ial ae 6%, aa CONES 

Insurance.... ...:. 12,945 16 

Bond interest.. .... 39.714 32 

MVM OR MANGO UE sc) fuse hia) ten eae. as od <a oe eee ee 1,048 99 
$828,781 17 
Net revenue for 1896..... $304,953 98 
Less dividends Graicn J eee 45, 1897) . 253,440 00 
$ 51,5138 98 
Balance revenue from 1895.... 95,047 37 
$ 76,561 35 

Cartied 10. Conviisenestund.<.. ..<4 acme $ 20,508 75 

Carried forward to 1897.... 56,052 60 
$ 76,561 35 

BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1896. 

Stock mocunt sss es ueaeees « . $3,168,000 00 
Bond account. pat 873,500 00 

Contingent Conde ae ie $910,000 00 

Add frintertart ene revenue AS eee! 20,508 ‘75 

Aad bond premium account.... .... .... 19,491 25 
—_———_—— $950,000 00 
EVE BUCOUNE Abs sae ect Sen vee eae 56,052 60 
Unearned rental reserve... ......... 140,799 99 
Paine 100 ATORALVO. tale a ck es as 6s Sao Wea lr ee eee 51,729 28 
A IIOT EL POULT sak wd chs eee vies es 8,188 51 
Bond interest reserve... 10,731 25 
Sundry creditors...... 80,729 64 


$5,339,731 27 


“4 
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Plant and patents, December 31, 1895.... ...... .... . .$4,029,270 99 
Een OP rmeMIOUU.nt 3... ee, s,s. 4,291 75 
Raper a Kaan’ fool Pees. L6G ienbo 
Plant and patents, December ADEA RS ee OS a es $4,202,567 79 
PREM OU RAI et hires oe Cite Bea oe hc he fee... ee wR 165,407 76 
Sle aI Na E ote sth ich 2 ml AR le laa 538,259 02 
Pun CCm ONO LEE MOI DOIMIES ON oc 6a vv ik ok occa... 162,455 00 
ey) Twi Cre] yr gp DSU a ee 52,921 40 
Due from agencies.... ..... .. NRC SAAN Teele So ht a 74,082 22 
Deserts nee ee ye ee ol Pe eabiden sc etwas, 44.038 08 


ear ican ico ad 27 
Audited and certified. 
P. S. ROSS & SONS, CHAS. P. SCLATER, 


Chartered Accountants. Secretary-Treasurer. 


1897, 


The directors beg to submit their eighteenth annual report. 

Nine hundred and eighty-three subscribers have been added during the year, the 
total number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 30,445. 

The company now owns and operates 349 exchanges and 261 agencies. 

Thirty-five miles of poles and 703 miles of wire have been added to the long-dis- 
tance system in 1897; of these 5 pole miles and 209 wire miles are in the Ontario 
department, and 30 pole miles and 494 wire miles are in the Eastern department. 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 16,567 
miles of wire on 6,095 miles of poles. 

Under authority of the shareholders, $66,500 bonds have been sold during the year, 
the premium thereon being 10 per cent. 

Continuing the policy adopted in past years, your directors have charged to con- 
tingent fund $150,000, that amount having been expended during the year on con- 
struction rendered necessary by the introduction of trolley and other strong current 
wires, but which has not increased the earning power of the plant. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


. ROBERT MACKAY, CHAS. F. SISE, 


Vice-President. President. 
Montreat, February 24, 1898. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1897. 


Receipts. 
eet en eee ert a te Oe i eg ee Sy SB 86O.BI9~99 
ere aes MITER No fe ok ne eel bow Soh Sieh al BOOT Toe 
Se aac ere ae ee et Ole ney bin, 12,619 01 
Miscellaneous........ BOTS, 4a To ee TE Gi nea eh rr 80,828 93 


$1,185,685 21 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Expenses. : 
Quettic.... .... «dae es toy tet cS, 2) 
| Ss eg 7,725 51 
OG ee: OUP.) ese 23,733 68 
rnd interest... «Meee... cee ores 0 3 a itp Dee 45,683 30 
xen] lanecous : «eee ee ess > sw math Sew eee 3,152 SL 
. $ 905,933 64 
Net revenue for 1897... als $ 279,751 5T 
Less dividends (including i er fe 1898) . ts erent 253,440 00 
$ 26,311 57 
iidnce avenue trom. 1896. .... «. 5. .se~. eeenmes 56,052 60 
ertettorward to 1898:. (<0. Wee ae $ 82,3864 17 
BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1897. ; 
Rete AGCO MILLS, «cts re i ie sw fo 5 obs) nate ee $3,168,000 00 
PLES COO UIE 7 ccd oie Mice ares ove oaks, [woe cate laos Oceans 940,000 00 
Contingent ene De Seca ee 3 950,000 00 
Less ipanctereatl ss Pee whouen adoounem eT LOU rae 
————— _ 800,000 00 
RAVENS ACCGUNH ssi eerie we Si 0) ate ale tere eens 82,364 17 
Unesrued rental restrve’ =: fo. eee 163,541 66 
TRSUPanreyTeESerVe lta na eee egies plete ot auto aes ane 68,037 12 
Wecidentarencrve.s 20 i ete ets 2 es 5 sR eee 15,574 06 
Bond interest reserve sass s es ok ee nee eerie 11,750 00 
SITING YT OPedILO RG Hie) War metal ee ss lc pala ne gi gee eae ee 287,789 09 
UD Pesats Ger ey cies A) 600 UEP nee BY Ure JS SRP As cices 8 oh 6,650 00 


$5,543,706 10 
Plant and patents, December 31, 1896.. ............ ..$4,202,567 79 
Pirehase of patents, 1807 Ces? os. 1,767 00 
Construction, 1897. . aes oa no oe ete 6 pom e 
Less uae find. oe ate 0 ES. aaa 


191,214 09 


Plant and patents, December 31, 1897.. .......... ..0.. 4,895,548 88 
Stores: on HAWG... a6 Geis a ce eee) ee, ware ree 
Bal. Geb BG. s coe Ri ete obs sire hoot cpanel aoe ae 649,295 73 
Reacts athareanpataeeeee er rr err ee OC Rr eh on 
Banidty debtors i ie stamelisrs Geis 4 +) po So poe de hea ase 
Wie from)! aPeNGles ss 5 etre: ey ee chins wn bee eee ee 74,858 91 
Weanhi ye bin =, Lake neces. <0" 2k 5 See er 49,293 'T7 


$5,543,706 10 


Audited and verified, 


P. S. ROSS & SONS, CHARLES P. SCLATER, 


Chartered Accountants. Secretary-Treasurer. 
Mr. GC. F. SISE. 
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1898. 


The directors beg to submit their nineteenth annual report. 

One thousand six hundred and thirty-seven subscribers have been added during 
the year, the total number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 32,082. 

The company now owns and operates 343 exchanges and 340 agencies. 

Six hundred and sixty-six miles of wire have been added to the long-distance 
system in 1898; of these 3826 miles are in the Ontario department, and 340 miles are 
in the Eastern department. 

- The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 17,233 
eis of wire on 6,096 miles of poles. 

in July, your directors, acting under the power conferred upon them, offered t) 
the shareholders, at par 7,920 shares of new stock, in the proportion of one share of 
mew for each four of old, all of which, with the exception of 16Q shares, were 
promptly subscribed for. ‘The 160 shares referred to, consisted principally of frac- 
tions of shares and of certain shares for which the parties had unintentionally 
omitted to subscribe. It being the wish of your directors that all the shareholders 
should equally share in the advantage to be derived from the new issue it was decided 
to sell those 160 shares and divide the premium pro rata among those for whose 
benefit they were sold. This was done and with satisfactory results. 

The new building in Queebe is practically completed, and the new apparatus 
is now being installed. The new building at London is progressing favourably, 
and will be occupied early in the coming summer. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, CHAS. Fo SiSi, 
Vice-President. President. 


MontrEAL, February 23, 1899. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1898. 


Receipts. 
Exchanges. . Bet te la Og, oa) batesbe  DODS LOO Der 
teste ace Wes ree Are ded Yee Adena) (sie) 4 cet fox) Meure) 24455749 
Upp OP Se. EGP SSE YU ae, ONG CC Bnet eC ee te ee 12,748 32 
Miscellaneous... .. .. 90,041 71 
$1,302.944 04 
Hapenses. ; 
Resonsa ote fe A Cay: tei Ae hs WG Oe saeO te FQ 289T,188 TB 
PAC Viae een ete, Se es oie cL apie am ene rit Tabata 9,582 22 
URC ret erg a hats o.. wi eed Tam ale PREM el 13,740 20 
ae ETA ECH ETT cete hes ae! NR PD Ee Ce se Hs ee eet ae 47,042 16 
SMa npell a ediiawe tree eee tes El Wey ee ef 4,988 99 
——_——_———-§ 971,792 30 
Net revenue for 1898...... | AREA EC pit PURI PANG Wetrs bea SiS eae 5 
Less dividends (inc. handien 14, 1899)... Pde Shire So Poe ot P26 as 60, oe 
SG oad On 
Balance revenue from 1897... .. 6.2... 82,364 17 
aerial oe EdetOsdCOOl en igs dew ce wee ce ea VOM, 8840, 735 98 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Sigeeeeecount.. .. « -vaeaee bes 
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. -$3,556,000 00 


Bond account... . 941,000 00 
ontingent fund: .. 4, << Ps: 800,000 09 
Revenue account... ' 149,735 98 
Unearned rental reserve... .. 173,136 16 
Insurance reserve... ....... 71,414 71 
Accident reserve... ; 17,603 76 
Bond interest reserve.. .. 11,762 50 
Sundry Gredhtotess: fu Sele es ce bk ne Rie (ale: te rocb lel lel pate agin ans ae 
Bond see ee ee tgs. ns 6,750 00 


Piant and patents, December 31 1897... .. .. .. .. 
7 seoded in AS98340 . ©. 


Plant and patents, December 31, 1898.. .. .. .. .... 


Phores wiN Dand.s 4s... . 


$5,859,534 71 


. $4,895,548 88 


180,727 47 


. .$4,576,276 35 


240,469 24 


Real estate. / : 692,084 87 
Stock in Rhee companies. : 257,731 50 
Sunary debtors. 29,855 55 
Due from pen giad : ats 61,239 51 
Ce omar ya ee a es 1,877 69 


$5,859,534 71 
Audited and verified, 


P. S. ROSS & SONS, 
Chartered accountants. 


CHARLES P. SCLATER, 


Secretary-T'reasurer. 


1899. 


The directors beg to submit their twentieth annual report. 

T'wo thousand eight hundred and forty-one subscribers have been added during the 
year, the total number of sets of instruments now earning rental being 34,923. 

The company now owns and operates 348 exchanges and 450 agencies. 

One thousand six hundred and eigthy-six miles of wire have been added to the 
long-distance system in 1899; of these 318 miles are in the Ontario department, and 
1,368 are in the Eastern department. 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company ees 18,920 
miles of wire on 6,229 miles of poles. 

In December, your directors, acting under the power conferred upon them, offered 
to the ehurehorierd. at par, 9,900 shares of new stock, in the proportion of one share of 
new for each four of old, practically all of which have been subscribed for. 

Since our last report, the building in London has been completed, a building has 
been erected in Parkdale, and a building for the stores department has been erected on 
Mountain Street, Montreal, all of which have been paid for. There is no encumbrance 
whatever on any of the company’s real estate. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, CHAS. F. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


Montreal, February 22, 1900. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 


| 


Audited and verified, 


P. S. ROSS & SONS, 
Chartered Accountants. 


$6,835,524 


CHARLES P. SCLATER, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1899. 
Receipts. 
Exchanges .. .. 1 ae . . $1,025,858 88 
Long-distance a Scat 303,374 04 
Private lines .. oe ind 12,111 08 
Mintel la nGaii sno: 4 weds. Mk ood han % 115,339 06 
$1,456,683 06 
Expenses. 
Mperatin gs he teinee ee BL. O2D.2 bo. 
Legal. . 10,924 55 
pUS SUS ca Lael? bo By ee Lae Yh ee aed a ge a 14,605 62 
aC ETG COS UMM AEM? Ns Masters lacy ac se bdrr spires le sastabeod? «carla, dios 5 vos 47,642 65 
Miscellaneous .... . 4,987 53 
$1,108,875 66 
Net revenue for 1899 . i $ 353,307 40 
Less dividends (ine. si an. 15, 1900)... 312,920 00 
$ 40,387 40 
Balance revenue from 1898 .. .. .. 149,735 98 
Carmedtorwarcito O00 s nes Se tN oot $ 190,123 38 
BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1899. 
Stock account .... . .83,960,000 00 
Bond account . Sh tape t 2 . 1,010,000 00 
‘Gloss eYrecioy nea @ pha 1s eran eae 800,000 00 
Revenue ACCOUNE 6. 6 veo e 190,123 38 
Dine wmodrrental reserve =. ks. eset Selec es oad 185,614 83 
UST LICOSNCSENVE Aare. kta ald, soa lace Me 77,897 27 
Accident. reserve 262.06. 6 kw. 19,745 76 
ond, interest weserves «Peels. 12,625 00 
MUnGry .CLCAILOIs os.) cs. ss 579,518 01 
$6,835,524 25 
Plant and patents, December 31, 1898 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..$4,576,276 35 
* . i CRCTH OB Eid all) pene Es es Ad a a 668,159 98 
Plant and ie December 31, 1899 Rea anie ot. ie SOL SEA AO OO 
Stores on hand . SPENT NE 238,851 39 
m Realestate... .. maedirs 756,743 06 
Stock in other companies PREM rey ah 405,981 50 
POUTICTVROCUCOIS 6 soho cnet otc as 120,429 40 
Due from agencies . AE a A NE Aa aa ne NO 55,632 58 
ME OC ete stig tag) 13,449 99 


25 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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1900. 


The directors beg to submit their twenty-first annual report. 
| 3,487 subscribers have been added during the year, the total number of sets of 
instruments now earning rental being 38,360. 

The company now owns and operates 343 exchanges and 494 agencies. 

2,430 miles of wire have been added to the long-distance system in 1900; of these 
1,497 miles are in the Ontario department, 755 are in the Eastern department, and 
178 in the North-west. 

The long- -distance lines now owned and pe by the company comprise 21,350 
miles of wire on 6,525 miles of poles. 

$190,000 of 5 per cent bonds were sold dives the year, the net premium on which 
was $18,775; and 500 shares of stock were also sold at a net premium of $35,105.80. 
These fred ree aggregating $53,880, have been carried to contingent account. $46,- 
119.20 has also been carried from revenue account to contingent account, making ‘t 
£900,000; $32,898.64 to insurance reserve account, making it $100,000 and $50,000 
written off the plant and patent account. 

The entire capital stock having now been issued, and funds for construction being 
required, the shareholders, at a special meeting held December 5, 1900, authorized ap- 
plication to parliament for power to increase the capital from $5,000,000 to $10,000,000, 
and our petition will be presented in due course. At the same meeting the directors 
were authorized to issue $2,550,000 of bonds. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, CHAS. F. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


MONTREAL, February 28, 1901. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 81, 1900. 


Receipts. 
AUR CMETILOS 5 ve. <i ais le) ae reo we oe ee 5 | myo) ciel pee of cae a 
Fane distance lines ee ie errant A ye 
PAPER UG LITER on eh ebay tree b ie cis ww ng Ue peat ene ee 11,749 01 
MISCELIANEOUS ..2.)-- cas wis Gea tec es <6 es ss SSO eee ee 
$1,614,262 88 
Expenses. 
Operating: fs: vival afl eanceh le) Sus: (4 sel ae eeeeee 
TGP AL SR ik Gow aera are ah Ge eke be -racdan ap ane 8,999 18 4 
SI IMAT Os cen Pui nals MAE ity oe de iedols Mahe 15,748 26 
HOT UN CALES Ga o Ge nl he ie RS st ase ole ee 52,3895 55 
Miscellaneous as leg con bee se oh etd slew Gaus <r) Ge 5,986 73 
————_——— $1,229,977 56 
Net revenue for 1900.. .. .. yg, ge 384,285 32 
Less dividends (inc. dai: 15, 1901).. a teehee 371,304 99 
12,980 33 
Balance revenue from 1899.. .. .. .. .. .. c. 190,123 38 
$ 203,103 71 
Carried to insurance reserve account.. ...... ..$ 32,898 64 
Carried to contingent account.. ............. 46,119 20 
Written off plant and patent account.. ........ 50,000 00 
——————-$ 129,017 84 
A, haneriont Tormanirtas set +.) ihn. eee eee $ 74,085 87 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER, 31, 1900. 


Stock account. . mee eee 000 08 
Bond account... ... MPa Pen eM 4. se cs hl says. <n ren 00000 ‘00 
Contingent eeopiie 1899. em Termes os ce es Vp SOOOORDD 
Ada' premium on Btodke Bold! eee. ae eS 35,105 80 
MaGspremiumren ponds.eold ee. a5 eee 8 oe), 18,775 00 
Add brought from revenue account.. .. .. .. 46,119 20 
oe OU) 
Grey OMliteme COON bute cyt rn vee ee 2 ah le ws 74,085 87 
deren timed: tental reserve... 6s ek ko bi ie nee he ws 208,417 50 
Insurance reserve.. .. . eae! OU 1OL 3G 
Add proche aN revenue iydediinit Aiea ian ney 32,898 64 
—————.__ 100,000 09 
Pe BE ECO OEVC SEER We hs ies ag. Pres bons case be ely bo. 21,623 48 
Be OI MeIMIpET ECSU TCSEMVG F146. wihlsiss weds Sag dae) Can se Re g 15,000 00 
PME Ree NCCUILOTE Weer ie Wine et doa elif ia ten caliwie has ec kui veo 202,736 09 
7,716,862 89 
Plant and patent account, December 31, 1899.. .. . . $5,244,486 33 
e added in 1900... #2 0. 8 858, 573 94 
Less brought from revenue ean SRR eee 50,000 00 
808,578 94 
Piant and patent account, December 31, 1900 $6,053,015 27 
SORCCROUMRATION. fie-.eo ye Marr ee ot 946,163 29 
veal "estate... 9... 9.0% re ha ee 785,252 84. 
Stock in other Companies: ecg hake Sn Rony, 414,331 50 
Sar OCOLOLS! a heats eno GC ae en eat 102,834 94 
eee omy agrencies | what de re tee Oey 59,3438 99 
SHEED) acl 3) a) 55,921 06 


$7,716,862 89 
Audited and verified, 


P. 8S. ROSS & SONS, CHARLES P. SCLATER, 


Chartered Accountants. Secretary-Treasurer. 


1901. 


The directors beg to submit their twenty-second annual report. 

Four thousand four hundred and ninety-eight subscribers have been added during 
the year, the total number of: sets of instruments now earning rental being 42,858. 

The company now owns and operates 343 exchanges and 514 agencies. 

Two thousand eight hundred and forty-three miles of wire have been added to the 
long-distance system in 1901; of these 1,303 miles are in the Ontario department, and 
1,540 in the Eastern department. 

The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 24,193 
miles of wire on 6,634 miles of poles. 

Five hundred and fifty thousand dollars of 5 per cent bonds were sold during the 
year, the net premium on which, $53,361, has been carried to contingent account; the 
total bond issue now being $1,750,000. From the balance of revenue account, $91,- 
821.65, $50,000 has been written off plant and patent account; $10,000 has been carried 
to insurance reserve account and $10,000 to accident reserve account; leaving balance 


i > $21,821.65. 
of revenue to be carried to 1902, $21,8 Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Applications for the construction of long-distance lines are constantly being re- 
ceived, such lines—particularly in sparsely settled districts—being of great value to 
the public; but our expansion in that direction has been checked because of lack of 
capital for construction purposes. The shareholders at a special meeting held December 
5, 1900, authorized application to Parliament for power to increase the capital from 
$5,000,000 to $10,000,000, and this matter is receiving attention. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ROBERT MACKAY, C. F. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


MontréaL, February 27, 1902. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 381, 1901. 


Receipts. 
Wizciidviteds gels we en Ree wo ce MR 
etme hhes .. c. KRla. weno ee eee 435,183 74 
‘ehh tutes eos a aie <i em nee ARE Let ae! Ae Wri oY 8 11,147 53 
MISSPOMEMEOME). 8. 4) (eh rd ae win we bial alee ah TRA cas, ed erg ne 
$1,851,535 22 
Hapenses. 
Operating. ek Gaede hee Wao oe sa ol soa tle pee eae pens meer 
MCPHIA 6 a SAG eee eae ae POSE ce Soe ae wa: at, ace eee 11,481 42 
BTISUTENCO cs | of Rook, aeehe tans eh al Me Tk iw, A a aa rr 17,727 42 
WONT INbAPCSty Jaa ates eke Muay SS, Ula ce oe caidas oa ae 73,923 62 
WMisgellavicous i; 45 ec acs Seer Wo 5. ches! 5 =. oi ake 6,242 45 
1,433,799 44 
Net revenue for 1901 . ; Soala dels ge Bt oionaielatie ei aia aie et ees 
Less dividends (inc. ee 15, 1902). Sela el ate. wow “ea heNelei ae hake ae a 
17,7385 78 
Balance revenue from 1900 .. .< si. beck ee Wee a ee 
91,821 65 
Written off plant and patent account... ........$ 50,000 00 
Carried to insurance reserve account.. .. .. .. 10,000 00 
Carried to accident reserve account .. .. ...... 10,000 00 
——_——— 70,000 00 
Qarried forward to’ 1902... 6 she: aud 5S eee 
BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1901. 
Stock accom oh) si vpcpeee eek ow 5 ee 5, we geR kar ae sale an ce re 
Hond Account. sa ee Sethe a les 45 Sipe « chilein wh cee ee ee 1,750,000 00 
Contingent nanoune 1900 . AA ee Yd wave. phty U2 belie ae Ue 
Add premium on feenla OE he Jet ae tg eee 53,361 00 
———————-_. 953,361 00 
Heveniie BCROUNE swe eke Rd seo 0 Be a8 ee eee 21,821 65 
Unearned rental reserve ........ ree arn) Ms AR pe a 
ThSraNIGS TOSETVGs s,s 6m x Sk se okie www 6. ues kee, colin degen col 0 epee hee ea ae ee 
A peitlent 2aaer ve. 55 em triad woe a: Se upsteel «8 eee. abies oa ee 34,058 43 
Bond 1Ntareadl- TASON VE ise oo aab a Sin see ee See eae. Gee saci oe 21,875 00 
Sindry. Creditore os v<iice sp hoke oes stem p wt timane ec peae pm ole nee ea een 


Mr. C. F. SISE. : $8,300,152 19 
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Plant and patent account, December Sty 4900-.. .. .. . 86, 0eB 01s 27 
= added in 1901 .. .. $457,677 73 
Less brought from revenue account... .... .. 50,000 00 
407,677 73 
Plant and patent account, December OE i70te me. ..... .. -$6,460,693 00 
SULT FE a ee i ae a 245,556 86 
LNCaP Steele Ss epee ee A ae a we OOS. TTT. OF 
pRoereivaiier companies soe. ee eS ee 670,106 50 
Dee era Saye ie he eae 79,474 71 
VEEVENRS wos TRS rat GAP" CUE Ash elle a i can a ea a 35,543 20 


$8,300,152 19 


Audited and verified, 


P. S. ROSS & SONS, CHARLES P. SCLATER, 
Chartered Accountants. Secretary-Treasurer. 
1902. 


The directors beg to submit their twenty-third annual report. 

5,623 subscribers have been added during the year, the total number of sets of 
instruments now earning rental being 48,481. 

The company now owns and operates 877 exchanges and 553 agencies. 

2,655 miles of wire have been added to the long-distance system in 1902; of these © 
1,042 are in the Ontario department, 1,240 in the Eastern department, and 373 in the 
North-western department. The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the 
company comprise 26,848 miles of wire on 6,991 miles of poles. 

$250,000 of 5 per cent bonds were sold during the year, the premium on which 
amounted to $22,809.24. 

10,000 shares of new stock were offered to the shareholders at 25 per cent premium, 
-and 9,884 shares were applied for, on which two instalments of $25 each have been 
paid during the year, amounting to $395,360, on account of stock and $98,840, on ac- 
count of the premium; this premium together with the premium on the bonds, $22,- 
&09.24 ($121,649.24), in accordance with our custom’ in the past, have been carried 
to the contingent account. 

From the balance of revenue account, $114,244.12, $32,674.10 has been carried! to 
insurance reserve account; $18,133.75 to accident insurance reserve fund, and $40,000 
to contingent account; leaving balance of revenue to be carried to 1903, $23,436.27. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, 0. F. SISE, 
Vice-President. President. 


MontTrEAL, February 26, 1903. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1902. 


Receipts. 
Exchanges (less unearned rentals).... .. ............ ., -. «$1,418,219 10 
(OTS EE CIE TIO HTT SS a ee a ee em e 004.581 70 
ETE CTTET cS SRS lg ae rr Soh Eat ee aoe 1183758 
BEIM NGRGGE EE Reg a eee ee cee (IOS AEN SS 


$2,085,134 26 


1—c—29 
Mr. C. F. SISE. . 


Hapenses. 


Operating.. .. . 


ee of ee ee 


Insurance. . 
Lond interest... ... 
Miscellaneous. . 


Net revenue for 1902. 


Less dividends (inc. Tanna 15, 1902) 


Balance revenue from 1901.. 


Carried to insurance reserve account.. . 
Carried to accident reserve account. . 


Carried to contingent fund.. 


Carried forward to 1908.. 
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. $1,436,888 20 


BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 381, 1902. 


Stock account. 
Ponda account. ae 
Contingent eit 1901. 


Add premium on Broek aul gobs teeae eee eee 
Add premium on bonds sold.. .. .....-..- 
Add from:-revenie accounts. «+ ..y ake eaten. 


Revenue account... .. .. 
Unearned rental reserve. . 
Imsurance reserve... .. . 
Accident reserve .. .... .- 
Bond interest reserve .. .. .. 
Sundry ecreditors.. .. 


Plant ae patent account, December 31, 1901. 
added in 1902. 


riant and patent account, December 31, 1902.. 
Bires.on Nand... ost ee aed. *s 

Real] estate. ‘ 

Stock in Bear Nae eee ee i 

Due from agencies. 

Mien eis Ce a se Giese kb nls we eee 


Audited and verified, 


P. S. ROSS & SONS, 
Chartered Accountants. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 


20,411 80 
17,940 14 
97.098 74 
8,512 51 

4,580,851 39 

504,282 87 

411,860 40 

$ 92,492 47 

21,821 65 

% 114,244 12 
_.® 32,674 10 
18,183 75 
40,000 00 

Bei afi) 9) 

..% 23,486 27 

_ .$5,395,360 00 

“A . 2,000,000 00 
--% 953,361 00 
98,840 00 
22,809 24 
40,000 00 

1,115,010 24 

93,436 27 

292,885 78 

150,000 00 

50,000 00 

25,000 00 

189,029 50 

$9,240,721 79 
. .86,460.693 00 
492,007 02 
. 86,952,700 02 
. 275,466 37 
832,240 44 
817,256 50 
97,444 98 
.. 265,613 48 
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Secretary-Treasurer. 
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The directors beg to submit their twenty-fourth annual report. 

8,691 subscribers have been added during the year, the total number of sets of in- 
struments now earning rental being 57,172. 

The company now owns and operates 421 exchanges and 672 agencies. 

4,121 miles of wire have been added to the long-distance system in 1903; of these 


1,738 are in the Ontario department 
the North-western department. 


, 1,260 in the Eastern department, and 1,123 in 
The long-distance lines now owned and operated by the 


company comprise 30,969 miles of wire on 7,685 miles of poles. 
The 10,000 shares of new stock offered to the shareholders in 1902 at 25 per cent 


premium have now been paid up, 


making the capital $8,000,000. The premium on this 


stock received during the year amounted to $151,160, and has been carried to the con- 


tingent account. 


From the balance of revenue account, $138,077.71, $24,562.68 has been carried to 
insurance reserve account; $22,978.90 to accident insurance reserve account, and 


$50,000 to contingent account; 


$40,536.13. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, 


Vice-President. 


MontrEAL, February 25, 1904. 


Exchanges (less unearned ROTg? A Rea es i ee ee 
Long-distance lines.. .. 


leaving balance of revenue to be carried to 1904, 


C. F. SISE, 


President. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1903. 


Receipts. 


sepivete pitied. *c..m.  e 
Wasecellaneous.. 4 ioc ee as 


Expenses. 


Oprranuae Fa, cade 1Gae 82 ag 


Peralvew eee x 
Insurance... ...... 
Bond interest.. .. 
Miscellaneous... ... 


Net revenue for 19038....... 


Less dividends (inc. January 15, 1904).. .. .. .. .. 
Balance revenue from 1902........... 


Carried to insurance reserve account.. .. .... .. 
Carried to accident reserve account............ 


Carried to contingent fund.. .... .. 


Carried forward to 1904..... 


1—c—294 


$1,701,015 62 
644,670 63 
12,557 22 
164,031 64 


$2,522,275 11 


. .$1,787,429 01 


21,441 50 
20,487 79 
100,000 00 
10,765 02 
$1,940,193 39 


$589,151 79 
467,510 35 


$114,641 44 
23,436 27 


$138,077 71 
$24,562 68 
22,978 90 
50,000 00 

- 97,541 58 


$40,536 13 
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BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1903. 


Stock account. 

Bond account.. .. 

Contingent Penk 1902. «eho 
Add premium on stock sold. ee ee 


Add. from reveiiue: acount certs... 2. .hian 


Revenue account... .... ae 
Unearned rental reserve... ....... 
Insurance :4egerves. 2. one 
Accident reserve.. .. é 

Bond interest reserve.. . 
Sundry+areditorssi<.4:ai..° .'s 


Plant and patent account, December 31, 1902.. .. .. 


Plant and patent account added in 1903.. .. 


‘Plant and patent account, December 31, 1903.. 


Stores on hand.. 

Real estate. 

Stock in Bihar companies. 

DA PEO -ACCNCICS (anne, (antl Taal e 2k ees 
Lots AT, CASE Sn eat enares eevee oe 


Audited and verified, 
P.S. ROSS & SONS, 


Chartered Accountants. 


1904. 


. $1,115,010 24 


$6,000,000 00 
2,000,000 00 


151,160 00 
50,000 00 

1,316,170 24 

40,536 18 

341,751 26 

175,000 00 

75,000 00 

25,000 00 

890,725 18 


$10,864,182 81 


. .$6,952,700 02 
. 1,145,614 21 


. .$8,098,314 23 


398,345 95 


. 1,045,179 16 


858,006 50 
93,940 48 
370,096 49 


er 


$10,864,182 81 


CHARLES P. SCLATER, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 


The directors beg to submit their twenty-fifth annual report. 


8,988 subscribers have been added during the year, the total number of sets of in- 


struments now earning rental being 66,160. 


The company now owns and operates 475 exchanges and 789 agencies. 
1,242 miles of wire have been added to the long-distance system in 1904. The long- 
distance lines now owned and operated by the company comprise 32,211 miles of wire on 


7,866 miles of poles. 


20,000 shares of new stock were offered to the shareholders at 25 per cent premium, 
with the option of paying for them in full or in quarterly instalments. 16,845 shares 
were paid up in full. The amount of $1,916,960 has been receeived during the year on 


account of stock, and $479,240 for premium thereon. 


The latter amount in accordance 


with our usual custom has been carried to the contingent account. 


From the balance of revenue account, $154,323.96, $35,565.26 have been carried to 
insurance reserve account; $23,958.25 to accident insurance reserve account; and 
$50,000 to contingent account; leaving balance of revenue to be carried to 1905, $44,- 
800.45. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ROBERT MACKAY, 
Vice-President. 


MONTREAL, February 23, 1905. 
Mr. C. F. SISH. 


C. F. SISE, 
President. 
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REVENUE ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1904. 


Receipts. 
Exchanges (less unearned rentals)............ oh 
Dee a Raticeclineds yan ciin, Gece: i. f ot ee 
LA eit olga 1) eat Ap Oe papa a ane ee 
Miscellaneous....... 

EHapenses. 
Operating... 
Peraly 2 Se, ; 


PSIEATICOLe bis cine, 
Bond interest... .. ; 
UCTS CCW aT agus poe ree ol NOE Man A Fe rt 


Net revenue for 1904..... 


Mess dividends (ine. January 15,1905) 260.22. 8. es oe. 


Balance revenue from 1908............. 


Carried to insurance reserve... .... .. 
Carried to accident reserve............ 
Carried to contingent account............ 


Carried forward to 1905...... 


BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1904. 


Sheek tsCrOuui ck ee a, 
Bond account.. .. 


LOSS APES OT Salvin cfs Bad EY 0 HR a ea i ea 
Maarpremiuni 01 Stocker oe ha) eee 


Add from revenue account.. .. .. 


Meyenvo-qecount.. «29s se hes ke c.. 
Unearned rental reserve.. . 

ENSUTANES VESCTVEs:. soo ess os ve 
Accident reserve.......... 

Bond interest reserve......... 
Sundry creditors... ....... 


. .$1,316,170 24 


. Seemed OO0,185 51 
761,991 15 
14,735 48 
176,741 57 


$2,933,653 71 


. -$2,078,492 35 


19,963 52 
25,409 14 
100,000 00 
- 12,883 27 


$2,231,748 28 


701,905 48 
588,117 60 


$ 113,787 83 
40,536 13 


$ 154,323 96 


-.8 85,565 26 


23,958 25 
50,000 00 


109,523 51 


..$ 44,800 45 


- 


. .$7,916,960 00 
2,000,000 00 


479,240 00 
50,000 00 

$1,845,410 24 

44,800 45 

397,087 86 

200,000 00 

100,000 00 

25,000 00 

320,253 80 


$12,849,512 35 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Plant and patent account, December 31,1903.........- . .$8,098,314 23 
Plant and patent account added in 1904.. ......-. +. =. 1,175,441 67 
Plant and patent account, December 31, 1904.. .... .. . .$9,278,755 90 
Minres on hand.. «ios Side. ee |. ce og a 
yeecl.estate. . ««) Sees eee. soe em . .. 1,284,930 89 
Stock in other companies.. ........ 02 + ss e+ s+ ++ es 927,056 50 
Due from ageiteies.. 1 Ce tceseete | SO cu esl a ae ee r 
Thebtors. . gue ec os wc 0. a ee ee 


Cash, . QR ee... dua wo artnet ane eee 


$12,849,512 35 
Audited and verified, 


P. S. ROSS & SONS, CHARLES P. SCLATER, 


Chartered Accountants. Secretary-Treasurer. 


A. The first five papers asked for are embodied in each annual statement. That 
is why this replies to the first five documents. 

Q. Mr. Sise wants to state to the committee that these annual reports furnish 
an answer to the first five requests of the committee, that is, they contain a statement 
of the assets and liabilities, receipts and payments for each year since the organiza- 
tion of the company, the annual report prepared and submitted to the shareholders 
in each year, a statement of the capital when organized and of the amount paid at the 
close of every year, a statement of the dividends and the bonded indebtedness at the 
end of each year—A. Each annual statement covers each one of these points. 


The CHAIRMAN.—The first five items are covered by Exhibit 93. 


By Mr. Chrsyler : 


Q. These were sent to me by Mr. Lafleur.—A. This is our statement, which we 
submit, and they cover all five preliminary questions. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Mr. Sise says that exhibit No. 93 is an answer to items 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, in the 
communication of the committee sent to him on April 25. In the production of this 
exhibit he has replied. to these five requests—A. The form in which the annual state- 
ment is made shows, of course, the capital at the time, the dividend at the time; all 
these are embodied. 


The CuairMaN.—If there is anything omitted it can be supplied. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. You have just handed me this (producing document).—A. I do not think this 
was asked for. The dividends are included in the annual statements. This is a sheet 
showing the dividends which were paid each quarter, and they vary from 6 per cent to 
8 per cent throughout the period during which any dividends were paid. 

Q. This will be exhibit 94. I am going to ask you some questions now about that 
unless you wish to make a statement before I begin.—A. No. 

Mr. Brerceron.—These are filed by Mr. Sise. 

Mr, CHRYSLER.— Yes. 


Q. Before asking for any later papers, Mr. Sise, if it is convenient for you, I 
want to go over the history of the company, as it is set out in these annual reports. 
There are reports for every year from 1880 ?—A. Every year. ‘ 

Q. Up to 1904, inclusive, and are made up in every case to December 31 in each 
year ?—A. Yes. 
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Q. So that we will not need to refer to the period covered by any report except 
by the year. Now, the launching of the company appears to be shown by the first para- 
graph of this report, which states that the company was incorporated by special Act of 
parliament, April 29, 1880, for the purpose of working the entire telephone system in 
Canada, and since its incorporation it has acquired possession of the telephone license, 
plants and good-will of the Dominion Telegraph Company, the London Telephone 
Company, the Hamilton Telephone Company and the Windsor Telephone Exchange, 
and later it acquired the telephone plant and good will of the Montreal Telegraph 
Company, the Canadian District Telephone Company, and the Quebec Telephone Ex- 
change, and received licenses from the Canadian Telephone Company, Limited, for 
the use of all patented inventions in Canada formerly owned by the American Bell 
Telephone Company, the Western Union Telegraph Company, and the American Speak- 
ing Telephone Company, including the inventions of Bell, Blake, Edison, Gray, Watson 
and others. 

Mr. Maciean.—What is the name of that holding company in Canada. 


Mr. Curyster.—The Canadian Telephone Company, Limited. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. It handed over all these things ?—A. They had no exchanges. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

Q. Since taking possession of the various telephone plants above-mentioned, the 
company has devoted its attention to improving them, thus increasing their earning 
power. Whenever practicable, it has erected good pole lines through the different cities 
where it has exchanges, by which means new wire lines can be much more easily run 
and kept in good order than in any other way. So that you commenced by taking hold 
of a number of existing companies ?—A. We did. 

Mr. Monx.—Without wishing to interrupt this communication, and just as a gui- 
dance to the committee, are we going into all the history stage by stage, of the tele- 
nhone company or are we going to confine it to the patents the company acquired, 
what was their value when they acquired them and what is the present extension and 
ramifications of the company. I say this with a view of limiting the examination 
and not curtailing it unduly but limiting it if possible, what is the present condition 
of the company, how it has reached that, because, of course year after year changes 
have occurred, end it will take a long time describing these. 

Mr. CurysuerR.—We don’t intend going into all these. 

Mr. Mactean.—He is only aescribing the start. 

Mr. CurysLer.—You have to get the start. 

Mr. Monx.—It is not to block you, to narrow you in proceeding with this witness. 

Mr. Curyster.—It is for the committee to say. 

Mr. Mactean.—I think that information ought to come out that we are getting 
just now. 

Mr. Curysier.—In order to condense this as much as possible I have made some 
statements taken from the annual statements. There is a statement of the capital 
stock for each year from 1880 to 1904. That can be put in without asking the witness 
for each year in detail. I have a number of similar statements which will condense 
the thing very much. 

Mr. Berceron.—Yes, if nobody has any objection to it—as long as the company 
or the committee has no objection. 

The Cuamman.—Mr. Chrysler can file the statements and it will be on record 
and the Bell Company might like to examine him on these various statements, and 
if they find any errors 
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Mr. Lariteur.—These are abstracts prepared by Mr. Chrysler. 
Mr. Berceron.—They might be shown to the counsel ‘of the other side. 

The CHamrMAN.—Mr. Chrysler hands them in as statements that he has prepared 
from an examination of the company’s statements, but he does not verify them at all. 
They are merely put in. 

Mr. CurysLer.—Mr. Sise can verify them. 

Mr. Bercrron,—They can be put in the hands of counsel. 

Mr. LarLeur.—We could verify them first. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Perhaps that would be the better plan. 

Mr. LarLeur.—We could verify them and then there would be no controversy. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. This is a statement of the stock up to December 31, in each year down to the 
lzst report. In the meantime, Mr. Sise, we can jump to that for the present purpose 
ard give the first year and the last. You started with a capital stock of $500,000 
and your paid up stock on December 31, 1904 appears to have been $7,916,960 ?—A. 
That is correct. 

Q. Then you will put in a statement showing the stages by which that has grown. 
Now, there are some features of these annual statements which require some explana- 
tion. You have the statement in each year of the receipts—it may be classed as 
revenue and expenditure ?—A. I have. 

Q. And the details for each year are given here. Then there is a statement of 
assets and liabilities as it was in each year in which the whole previous operations of 
the company are summed up?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the different items of expenditure in that summary, assets and liabilitics, 
are classified usually under two heads, ‘plant, patents and instruments, and ‘con- 
struction account.’ Do you remember?—A. The plant, patents and instruments are 
ir the list of assets. 

Q. Yes.—A. And the construction account is not an expenditure. 

Q. That is what I say. Construction account is intended to cover construction 
on capital account?’—A. On capital account. 

Q. And is found in the assets, as you say?—A. Yes. 

Q. And we may follow that construction, from year to year so long as it appears 
as an item by itself and ascertain the amount that has been expended by the company 
on that account?—A. That is shown every year. 

Q. Well, down to 1897 it is shown separately from the plant and patent account. 
But I think after that they are bulked together. You might perhaps just look at that. 
+—A. The plant and patents and construction—the three are separated. 

Q. But afterwards, I think, the construction account disappears as a separate 
item.—A. That was done because plant assumes construction, construction becomes 
plant and’ it was not necessary to separate them. 

Q. You have separated it though up to that time?—A. Yes, there was no special 
object in separating it. 

Q. But the construction account from 1898 onward is included in the item of 
plant and patents ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, if the construction account had been kept separate throughout the period, 
I could have made up the whole cost of construction, but perhaps it is sufficiently shown 
by the balance sheet, that is, your plant and patent account in the year 1904, which 
includes now the whole construction account, stands at $9,273,755?—A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell us—perhaps Mr. McFarlane might ascertain how much of that is 
for construction and how much for patents ?—A. About $70,000 of that as shown in the 
last annual statement represents patents on our books. The balance is for plant con- 
struction. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Q. About $70,000. Well—— 
Mr. Monx.—Out of what ? 
Mr. CHRYSLER.—Out of the $9,273,755. 


The WitnEss.—That includes real estate and for properties crossing other com- 
panies, 


Q. The $9,000,0002—A. Not all the $9,000,000. The gross assets of all the plant 
and patent accounts, $70,000 would properly represent practically the patents—I have 
the exact figures here. On December 31, 1904, the plant was $9,203,467 and the patents 
$70,288. 

Q. Well, you have in the past, Mr. Sise, paid considerable sums, which appear in 
these accounts for the purpose of patents. What is your explanation now of the state- 
ments that you have just made that it only amounted to $70,000 ?—A. Because, from 
time to time as patents expired they were charged off, and other patents,—the value 9f 
them was reduced as they were maturing. There has been stated, I see in the report 1 
the committee, by some one who could not have known much about it that the company 
gave $1,928,000 for these patents, making a burden of $3.60 per subscriber. To show 
how absolutely incorrect this is, at the time these patents were purchased the company’s 
capital was $1,000,000, of which $600,000 was in live assets, and I can hardly see how 
anyone could expect us to give away $2,000,000 out of $1,000,000 capital. 

Q. I do not want to interrupt your statement, but I have not made any statement of 
that kind.—A. But it was filed here with these papers, a communication from some man, 
I don’t know who it was. 

Q. I am only dealing just now with what appears in this statement. In the state- 
ment for 1880 here appears an item of $167,000 paid for licenses. What is that, Mr. 
Sise,?—A. That was paid to the Canadian Telephone Company for the exclusive license 
for Canada for all the patents that they own, and also for the use of the instruments. 
It was a license for business from the company owning the patents. 

Q. Was theré any agreement ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you produced the agreement ?—A. I do not know. I suppose we have !t 
here. It expired two years afterwards. It is not an existing agreement at all. 

Q. I see. Then under that agreement were you to pay a royalty ’—A. We paid 
royalty. 

Q. You paid royalty as well. What are these, Mr. Sise ?—A. These are agreements 
with the Canadian Telephone Company. : 


Exhibit No 95. 


Agreement made this thirteenth day of November, A.D. 1880, by and between the 
Canadian Telephone Company of Canada, Ltd., a corporation established under the laws 
of the Dominion of Canada, of the first part, and the Bell Telephone Company of Can- 
ada, a corporation established under said laws, of the second part. 

Witnesseth :—Whereas said party of the first part owns the letters patent of the 
Dominion of Canada granted to Alexander Graham Bell, August twenty-second, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-seven and numbered 7789 and owns or has the right to use and 
may hereafter own or have the right to use sundry other inventions which are or may be 
embodied in electric speaking telephones and whereas said party of the second part 
desires to obtain the use of telephones under lease and license from the party of the 
first part. 

Now, it is agreed as follows :— 

1. Said party of the first part in consideration of the agreements of the second party 
hereinafter contained agrees that it will execute and grant with and to said second party 
an agreement and license in the form hereto annexed marked ‘ A’ and said second party 
agrees that it will execute and accept the same and will faithfully keep and perform all 
the terms thereof. And said second party in consideration thereof and further consi- 
derations and reasons it thereto moving agrees that it will without charge upon the 
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execution of said license assign, surrender and give up to said first party any and all 
patent rights, licenses, or rights whatsoever which it may have or have bargained to 
acquire to use telephones to the end that all the right of said second party to use tele- 
phones shall be only that granted by said license agreement, and as therein defined, and 
will do, execute and deliver any and all acts and instruments that may be necessary 
therefor, and that it will without charge assign, surrender and give up any such rights 
other than those which are granted by said agreement, as it may hereafter acquire. 

2. And whereas it has been and is hereby agreed that in consideration of the grant 
of the right to use and rent telephones and telephonic apparatus as in said license set 
forth and in addition to the rentals and royalties in said license provided for, that said 
Canadian Telephone Company of Canada, Ltd., shall be entitled to one-third interest 
in said Bell Telephone Company of Canada and to receive one-third part of the profits 
of the business of said Bell Telephone Company of Canada, now therefore for the more 
convenient accomplishment of said purpose it is agreed that said Bell Telephone Com- 
pany of Canada in consideration of such grant, shall forthwith upon receiving such 
license issue to said first party sixteen hundred and seventy shares of its capital stock 
(being one-third part thereof) full paid and not subject to any assessment or contribu- 
tion, and that it will from time to time hereafter in case any increase in its capital 
stock shall be made issue to said first party one-third of such increased stock full paid 
and not subject to any assessment or contribution. 

3. Said second party agrees that it will upon the execution of said license agree- 
ment, sell and transfer to said first party all telephones owned by it, said second party, 
and will thereafter hold the same as the property of said first party and under said 
license agreement, said first party agrees that it will buy the same and pay therefor to 
said second party the cost to it, said second party, of said telephones. 

4, Said first party agrees that it will not during the continuance of the rights of 
said second party under said license agreement unless compellable by law so to do, sell 
or rent telephones or telephonic apparatus for use in the Island of Newfoundland. In 
witness whereof the parties hereto have caused these presents to be executed under their 
respective corporate seals, and by the hands of their proper officers, the day and year 
first above written. 

CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LTD., 
C. F. Siss, 


Vice-Pres. and Managing Director. 
In the presence of: 
Gro. W. Strack. [Seal.] 
Cuas. P. ScuaTErR, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 


[Seal.] C. F. Sisk, 
Vice-Pres. and Managing Director. 
J. R. THIBAUDEAU, 
Director. 
C. P. ScLaTErR, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Exhibit No. 95a. 


This agreement made this twenty-ninth day of November, A.D. 1880, by and be- 
tween the Canadian Telephone Company, Limited, a corporation created under the 
laws of the Dominion of Canada and having its chief place of business at Montreal 
lessor and licensor party of the first part and the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, 
a corporation created under said laws and having its chief place of business at said 
Montreal lessee and licensee party of the second part. 
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1. Whereas the lessor owns letters patent of Canada granted to Alexander Graham 
Bell, August 22, 1877, numbered 7789 and owns and has the right to use and may here- 
after own or have the right to use sundry other inventions which are or may be embodied 
in electric speaking telephones and desires to extend the use of telephones licensed by 
it in every manner in which the public may wish to use the same and for that purpose 
to provide for the construction and use of the apparatus and lines necessary to be used 
in connection therewith and whereas the lessee desires to obtain the use of telephones 
under lease and license from the party of the first part to be used with the lines owned 
by it in the territory hereinafter described under the provisions hereinafter set forth ; 
now it is agreed as follows.— 


2. The licensor hereby grants and licenses to the party of the second part subject 
to the provisions hereof so long as the rental therefor shall be duly paid to the licensor 
and as the provisions hereof are not violated but not longer or otherwise, the full and ~ 
exclusive right, within and for all the territory hereinafter defined to use and to the 
extent and as permitted by article six hereof to license others to use for all purposes 
for which the licensor has or shall have the right to use them, telephones furnished by 
the party of the first party embodying any invention in or relating to telephones or 
their use, which the party of the first part now has or shall have the right to use either 
under any letters patent which it now owns or may hereafter acquire, or under any 
license or other grant or right which it has acquired or may hereafter acquire. 

The right hereby granted to the second party shall be perpetual unless terminated 
as hereinafter in article 9 hereof provided, and shall extend to all exchanges and lines 
established and owned by the licensee within the limits of the Dominion of Canada. 

3. The licensor will deliver at its general office or factory to the party of the second 
part as it shall require them, electric speaking telephones made under patents owned 
or acquired by the licensor or under its rights to use by license or otherwise inventions 
of others, which telephones shall be of the best character standard and pattern in use 
at the time of such delivery, and the party of the second part may choose the telephones 
to be used by it from among its standard telephones, such telephones shall bear such 
marks as the licensor may from time to time determine, and shall be used under said 
licensees patent rights and other rights aforesaid during the existence of the right 
hereby granted and as herein set forth and permitted. All telephones delivered to the 
party of the second part during the continuance of this agreement shall be deemed to 
be furnished hereunder, unless otherwise specially designated by the licensor. 

Each of said telephones shall remain the property of the licensor, and is hereby 
leased and the use of it licensed for the term of one year from the day when rent and 
royalty begins to accrue on it, as provided in article 7, but the due payment thereof to 
the licensor and the due performance of the stipulations hereof during said year, by 
the party of the second part and those using the telephone under it, shall ipso fecto 
operate to renew the lease and license for another year, and so on until the determina- 
tion of the rights of the said party of the second part hereunder. 

The party of the second part shall by general or special exchanges and lines supply 
(so far as it is authorized to do so by this contract) all reasonable demands of the pub- 
lic, and shall be diligent to increase the number of telephones used on its exchanges 
and other lines. ; 

4. The lessor will license to be used with such telephones the inventions and call 
bells, switches, switchboards and other apparatus needed for such telephone lines, 
which it can so license upon such royalties as it may from time to time, establish, not 
greater than those fixed for others under similar circumstances. 

The party of the second part may enjoy any rights of way and similar franchises 
to maintain said lines which the lessor can permit it to use, when, and so long as, in 
the judgment of the lessor, it shall not interfere with lessor’s enjoyment thereof, and 
shall pay whatever may be due to their persons, if anything, growing out of it or in 


connection with such use by it. 
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5. The party of the second part admits the validity of all patents now or here- 
after held by the licensor, or under which it has or may have licenses or other rights 
of use, exclusive in their character, and also the validity of its title thereto ; and it will 
not dispute such validity of either patents or title, or make use or be interested in any 
telephones or telephonic lines or business not licensed by the licensor or its assigns 
during the operation of this instrument. 

6. The party of the second part may grant the right to use telephones under it 
to its customers by contracts as provided in this article; and it may, the consent 
thereto of the first party in writing being first had, grant sub-licenses to exchanges; 
but all sub-licenses to exchanges (if any such shall be granted) shall be in accordance 
with and shall in trrn in such form as the lessor may from time to time approve, re- 
cognize in the party of the first part the right to have and to exercise against such 
sub-licenses all the rights and remedies provided for in this contract; but the default 
of any one sub-license shall not impair the rights of other sub-licenses nor of the party 
of the second part, provided the latter has and shall use reasonable diligence to prevent 
and redress such default and the continuance thereof. 

The contracts between the party of the second part and those who are to use tele- 
phones under it shall express in such form as the lessor shall from time to time ap- 
prove, that the telephone is the property of the lessor; that it is leased and licensed by it 
only as herein expressed; and all use of it otherwise is an injury to, and an invasion of 
the rights of the licensor, as owner thereof, and of the patent rights used therein and 
thereby entitling it to all the remedies herein provided and to an injunction, and other 
legal redress, in a suit by it in its name and behalf, The party of the second part will 
require every person using said telephones for communications or messages sent or 
to be sent over other telephone or telegraph lines, to provide for payment of tolls 
thereon, and to make every such message subject to such stipulations, regulations and 
conditions respecting the liability of such lines for errors and mistakes, as the licensor 
may from time to time require, and for that purpose will incorporate into its subscrip- 
tion contracts and message blanks such provisions and contracts to be agreed to by 
the subscriber and customer, as the licensor may from time to time approve, and will 
hold the licensor harmless from all loss and expense consequent upon its failure so to do. 

7. The party of the second part shall charge its subscribers a rental and royalty 
not exorbitant nor unreasonable for the telephones and also in addition a sum not 
exorbitant nor unusual for the use of call bells, batteries, wires and other appliances 
and for service furnished or performed, and may collect both of said sums for a period 
not exceeding one year in advance. It will make such reports, giving such informa- 
tion regarding its operations and the prices charged as the licensor may from time to 
time request, it shall pay to the licensor a rental and royalty at the rate per instrument 
hereinafter named to commence on each telephone on the first day of the second 
calendar month after it is furnished by the licensor, to continue until the last day of 
the calendar in which the instrument shall be put into the possession of the licensor, 
or proved to be destroyed, and to be paid in equal monthly payments in advance at the 
licensor’s office on the 10th day of each month up to the last day of the same month, 
said rates shall be as follows :— 


Blake transmitter, present style each instrument per year.. $4 00 
Hard rubber hand magneto telephone, present style “©: aang 
Box magneto telephone, present style, Cah ae Rp DORA. 0) 


The lessor reserves the right to fix hereafter from time to time the rate for other 
telephones and for telephones of a different style. 

Upon each instrument unlawfully detained from the lessor the party of the 
second part shall pay $10 per month until satisfactory proof of its destruction be 
furnished; shall pay $5 (five dollars) for each lost or destroyed otherwise than by fire 
or inevitable accident, and shall pay the expense of ordinary repairs; but such pay- 
ments shall not confer any right to the instrument, nor to its use nor satisfy any 
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other breach of covenant nor impair the right of the licensor to obtain possession of 
any instrument or lines. 

In case the licensor, its successors or grantees shall desire to connect points 
within said territory with points outside said territory they shall have the right +o 
connect with or avail themselves of, the lines and facilities of the party of the second 
part or its licensees, owners of exchanges or public lines, making a reasonable and 
suitable division of the tolls and profits of such extra territorial and through business; 
and if or so far as said licensee or if sub-licensee shall not have or shall not furnish 
suitable lines and facilities then said party of the first part may within said territory 
construct such lines and use such telephones as may be necessary for said purpose. 
And if the parties shall not agree to such terms and facilities, they shall refer such 
questions to tlree disinterested arbitrators, one to be chosen by each party and those 
two to choose a third, and the written decisions and award of said three arbitrators or 
of a majority of them made after due hearing or after reasonable notice and opportu- 
nity for both parties to be heard shall be binding and final in the premises. 

9. If the party of the second part shall wilfully fail to pay any sums due here- 
under for thirty days after the same shall become payable, or shall wilfully violate 
- any other terms or conditions of this contract, and shall persist in any such default, 
violation or neglect, or fail to remedy or repair the same for ninety days after a writ- 
ten notice from the licensor, stating the default alleged, or shall be declared bank- 
rupt or insolvent, the licensor may, if it shall so elect, by a written notice to the party 
ot the second part, or those in charge of its principal office, terminate all rights 
granted by the licensor hereunder, and thereupon may by its agent, sever the circuit 
on which any telephone is placed and take possession of and remove the telephone, 
and for that purpose may enter the premises of the party of the second part and all 
persons claiming under it; and may collect from any sub-licensee or subscriber all 
sums then or thereafter due to said party of the second part for the use of any instru- 
ments, circuits and appliances or under any subscription contracts; and it may so 
long as it shall see fit, leave in the enjoyment and' use of the telephones any subscriber 
or other person in actual possession, and collect from him such sums as may then 
ai.d thereafter be or become due for the use of the telephone and exchange lines and 
appliances, or under any subscription contract, and for that purpose shall be entitled 
to and take possession of all the lines, fixtures, appliances and premises of the 
licensee used for carrying on its said business and occupy and operate the same in con- 
nection with said telephones and those of additional customers (to connect with 
Whom it may, from time to time, change, extend and aad to said lines and systems) 
or it may connect such lines with an office of its own for that purpose. 

The first party may enforce these provisions by an eniry without being deemed 
guilty of any trespass, or by legal process, including an injunction to prevent any 
interference with the licensor (and others permitted by it) in the use of said tele- 
phones, lines, switches, switch-boards and appliances, the property so taken and which 
‘does not belong to the lessor nor revert to it hereunder, may be returned within three 
months from the taking, in which case it shall-pay to the second party a reasonable 
compensation for its use, or the lessor may retain the same as its own property and 
shall pay therefor a reasonable price (not exceeding the actual cost) within four 
months after the taking, and shall account to the second party for all sums collected 
which accrued before the licensor became so entitled to possession, deducting all ex- 
penses incident thereto and all that may be due to it. The.lessor also reserves all its 
rights and remedies in law and in equity, under the patent laws or otherwise, includ- 
ing the remedy by injunction against the party of the second part and those claimivz 
under it for the use of any of its patented inventions or instruments not justified by a 
subsisting license hereunder or for the violation of any other of its rights. 

All sub-licenses to exchanges (if any such shall be granted) shall be in accordance 
with and shall in terms recognize in the party of the first part the right to have and 
- to exercise against such sub-licenses all the rights and remedies provided for in this 
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contract; but the default of any one sub-licensee shall not impair the rights of other 
sub-licensees nor of the party of the second part provided the latter has used and shall 
use reasonable diligence to prevent and redress such default and the continuance 
thereof. 

10. The party of the second part promises that it will keep and observe all the 
stipulations herein contained on its part to be kept and performed. Whenever the 
licensor grants to others the right for extra territorial lines or any other rights re- 
maining to it, the stipulations hereof relating thereto shall be binding upon and inure 
to the benefit of such grantees in respect of the rights so granted, and the licensor shall 
not be responsible for their acts or defaults in respect to the same. 

11. This contract is personal to the second party herein named, and any assign- 
ment or attempt to assign it or the rights granted or lines established hereunder, 01 to 
encumber the same by act of the party or operation of law, without the written consent 
of the licensor will be a violation hereof and good ground for the cancellation hereof 
by the licensor. 

12. It is understood and agreed that nothing contained in this instrument shall 
be construed as imposing upon either party any obligation to do anything contrary to 
law, and if anything herein agreed to be done by either shall be or become eontrary to 
law, the consequent inability and failure to perform the same shall not operate as a 
breach or dissolution of this contract nor give to either party a right of action against 
the other. 

13. The stipulations of this contract shall bind and inure to the benefit of the 
parties hereto and their respective successors assigns. 

Executed in duplicate the day and year first above written. 


THE CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED, 
OC. F. Sisz, 
Vice-President and Mgr. Dir. 
Cuas. P. ScLaTEr, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
C. F. SIsz, 
Vice-President and Mgr. Dir. 
A. THIBAUDEAU, 
Director. 
Cuas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Exhibit No. 950. 


This agreement, made by and between ‘ The Bell Telephone Company of Canada,’ 
of the first part, and ‘The Canadian Telephone Company (Limited),’ of the second 
part. 


WITNESSETH : 


That in pursuance of the covenant to that effect contained in a certain deed of 
agreement executed between the said parties on the thirteenth day of November last 
(eighteen hundred and eighty), the said party of the first part doth hereby assign, sur- 
render and give up, to the said party of the second part thereof, any and all rights, 
licenses or rights, whatsoever, which it now hath or hath bargained to acquire, to use 
telephones, under the following agreements, to wit :— 

(1.) An agreement made and executed on the sixteenth day of November last (eigh- 
teen hundred and eighty) by and between ‘ The Montreal Telegraph Company’ and the 
said party of the first part. 
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(2.) An agreement made and executed on the first day of September last (eighteen 
hundred and eighty) by and between ‘The Yorke Telephone Despatch Company (Lim- 
ited),’ and the said party of the first part. 

(3.) An agreement made and executed on the twenty-first day of April last (eigh- 
teen hundred and eighty-one) by and between ‘The Toronto Telephone Despatch Com- 
pany (Limited),’ and the said party of the first part. 

(4.) An agreement made and executed on the fourteenth day of December last 
(eighteen hundred and eighty), by and between ‘The Hamilton Telephone Company’ 
and the said party of the first part. 

(5.) An agreement made and executed on the thirteenth day of November last 
(eighteen hundred and eighty) by and between ‘The American Bell Telephone Com- 
pany’ and the said party of the first part. 

(€.) An agreement made and executed on the twenty-fourth day of January last by 
and between ‘ The Western Union Telegraph Company’ and the said party of the first 
part. 

To have and to hold the same unto the said party of the second part; its successors 
and assigns, as its and their own absolute property for ever. 

In testimony of all which the said parties have executed these presents, at the City 
of Montreal, in the province of Quebec, this ninth day of May in the year of Our Lord 
eighteen hundred and eighty one, by affixing their corporate seals hereto and by signing 
the same by and through their proper officers. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
C. F. Sisz, 
Vice-President and Managing Director. 
‘Coas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED, 
OC. F. Sse, 


Vice-President and Managing Director. 


Cuas. P. ScLATER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Exhibit 95c. 


This agreement made and executed (in duplicate) at the City of Montreal, in the 
Dominion of Canada, this twenty-eighth day of October in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-two, by and between ‘The Canadian Telephone 
Company, Limited,’ duly incorporated as such and having its principal office or place 
of business in the City of Montreal, and being hereunto duly authorized by resolution 
of the directors of said company passed at a meeting of the said directors duly held on 
the twenty-third day of June last, and by resolution of the shareholders of said com- 
pany, passed at a special meeting of such shareholders duly held on the fifth day of 
July last, party hereto of the first part, and ‘ The Bell Telephone Company of Canada,’ 
duly incorporated as such and having its principal office or place of business in the 
said City of Montreal, and being hereunto duly authorized by resolution of the direc- 
tors of said company passed at a meeting of said directors duly held on the twenty- 
third day of June last, and by resolution of the shareholders of said company, passed 
at a special meeting of such shareholders, duly held on the fifth day of July last, party 
hereto of the second part. 

Witnesseth :—That the said party of the first part hath sold, assigned, transferred 
and made over, and doth hereby sell, assign, transfer and make over to the said party of 


the second part, thereof, accepting, all and singular the patent rights and instruments 
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of the said party of the first part, excepting the patent, number eight thousand three 
hundred and seventy-one (8371) of the first of F ebruary, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
eight for Duquet’s improved telephone and the instruments manufactured thereunder, 
and all rights of said party of the first part under contracts, and all the assets of every 
nature whatsoever of the said party of the first part, excepting the said Duquet patent 
and instruments manufactured thereunder. And that the said party of the first part 
hath released and discharged and doth hereby release and discharge the said party of the 
second part from any and all debts whatsoever due by the latter to the former. 

That in consideration of the foregoing premises the said party of the second part 
hereby agrees to pay all the liabilities, of every kind and description whatsoever of the 
said party of the first part, including all its liabilities under its contracts, and to pay to 
each shareholder of the said company party of the first part two shares of the paid up 
stock of the said company party of the second part, for each share held by him or her 
of the stock of the said company party of the first part. 


In testimony ‘of all which the said two parties have respectively signed these pre-. 


sents by and through their proper officers, and have caused their respective corporate 
seals to be hereunto affixed. 


CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED. 
[Seal.] 
O. F. Sisz, 
Vice-President, . 
Cuas. P. Sonater, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 


[Seal.] 
ANDREW RoBertson, 
President. 


Cuas. P. Scratsr, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Exhibit No. 95d. 


LIST OF INSTRUMENTS TRANSFERRED BY THE CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED, TO 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 


Hand jvelephones (Bell patent).:" 2s.cyeles ao ee ee 4,085 
Box telephones (Bell patent).. .. .., .. 7... .... .. iby 236 
Other telephones: (various patents)«. <; 1 a acca a.useu we 1,322 
*; .Lotel number cot telephones....1.,5.0 selabiak ieee 5,643 
Transmitters Ubisie patent) « «--. s/c dacs tartan 3,517 
Lransmitters, (yarions patents) ...\. .. ic: Alwi eee ee Ey es: 
Total numbenayiransmitters, ./,.<. 54s k a ed ee 4,790 


—-—_—— 


Deed executed October 28, 1882. 


Exhibit No. 95e. 


This agreement made and executed at the city of Montreal, in the Dominion of 
Canada, this second day of November in the year of Our Lord one thousanad eight 
hundred and eighty-two by and between The Canadian Telephone Company, Ltd., 
duly incorporated as such and having its principal office or place of business in the 
said city of Montreal, party hereto of the first part, and the Bell Telephone Company of 
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Canada, duly incorporated as such and having its principal office or place of business 
in the said city of Montreal party hereto of the second part, witnesseth :— 

Whereas by agreement, made and executed, in duplicate, at the said city of 
Montreal, on the twenty-eight day of October now last past, by and between the said 
parties thereunto duly authorized by their respective directors and shareholders (as 
stated in said agreement), the said party of the first part, for the consideration in 
said agreement mentioned, did sell, assign, transfer and make over to the said party 
ef the second part, thereof accepting, all and singular the patent rights and instru- 
ments of the said party of the first part, excepting the patent number eight thousand 
three hundred and seventy-one of the first of February, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
eight for Duquet’s improved telephone and the instruments manufactured there- 
under, and all rights of said party of the first part under contracts, and all the assets 
cf every nature whatsoever of the said party of the first part, excepting the said 
Duquet patent and instruments manufactured thereunder. 

And whereas in pursuance of said agreement and for the purpose of carrying 
the same more fully into effect it hath been agreed between the said parties, to 
assign, by separate agreement, the instruments hereinafter mentioned and which 
formed and form part of the instruments and assets in said agreement referred to :— 

Now therefore the said party of the first part, in pursuance of said agreement of 
the twenty-eighth day of October last and for the consideration therein mentioned, 
did and doth hereby specially sell, assign, transfer and make over, unto the said party 
of the second part, thereof accepting, four thousand and eighty-five hand telephones 
of the Bell patent, numbered as follows to wit:— 

Also two hundred and thirty-six box telephones of the Bell patent and thirteen 
hundred and twenty-two other telephones of various patents. Also three thousand 
five hundred and seventeen transmitters of the Blake patent, numbered as follows :— 

And twelve hundred and seventy-three transmitters of various other patents. 

In testimony of all which the said parties have signed this agreement by and 
through their proper officers, and have caused their respective corporate seals to be 
hereto affixed. 

THE CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED, 


[Seal ] 
C. F. Sisz, 
Vice-President. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
{Seal.] 


ANDREW RoBERTSON, 
President. 


Witness.—The first is a contract with the Canadian Telephone Company for the 
business and the license. The second is another contract under which we paid royalty. 
These are the two contracts with the Canadian Telephone Company, that is all. 


@. What is the thirad'?’—A. It is another contract whereby they sold everything— 
we bought them out, that is what the contract says. 

Q. I will get over that quickly. Under the first contract you were to pay a royalty, 
and you did pay a royalty apparently for three years.—A. Two years. 

Q. Two years, is it? It appears on the statement for three years. I do not 
know, perhaps it might have been a broken year, only after that there is no payment 
for royalties, and the explanation is that you say there was a later agreement with 
tae Canadian Telephone Company by which you purchased their rights absolutely. 
Now, in the statement of 1882 there appears an item, purchase of patents, $354,188.89. 
—A. That was the time when we bought out the Canadian Company. 

Q. That was the acquisition, the absolute right to the patent, without further 


demand of royalty ?—A. Yes. 
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Mr. Macitean.—Might IJ ask a question here, when this Canadian Telephone Com- 
Tany were the assignees of a big company and controlled the Bell patents. 


Mr. Curyster.—I will ask Mr. Sise. 


Q. What is it you have there ? (Referring to documents).—A. It is the contract 
between the Canadian Telephone Company and the American Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, the American Speaking Telephone Company, the Golden Telegraph Company 
and the Western Union Telegraph Company whereby the Canadian Telephone Com- 
pany acquired all their patents of instruments in Canada. 

Q. Then, if we understand what you are saying, under this agreement, the Cana- 
dian Telephone Company and another company acquired from these American com- 
panies the right?—A. The patents and instruments. 

Q. The patents and instruments which they sold to you?—A. They sold to us 
two years afterwards. 

Q. And which they gave you since you have the license to use in the first agree- 
ment, 1880?—A. Yes, that is correct. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. That included the Bell patents?—A. The Bell Telephone, yes. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. The American Bell is one of these companies?—A. Yes, the American Bell 
Company. 

Q. That is the company which at that time controlled the United States patents, 
L believe ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then in these agreements we have the history of that?—A. The whole history. 

Q. In these items of account you have first paid for the license in 1880, $167,000 
and afterwards in 1882 for the absolute purchase the other sum of $354,188.89. What 
do you say about instruments’—A. The Canadian Telephone Company owned all the 
instruments and they leased them to the Bell Company under that royalty. 

Q. Oh, yes.—A. And when the Bell acquired the Canadian Company they ac- 
quired the instruments as well. 

Q. Which were then in use?—A. All the instrumenis in use in Canada. 

Q. Was the Canadian Company then carrying on business as a telephone com- 
pany ’—A. It went out of existence. 

Q. It had been until you acquired their rights?—A. Yes. 

Q. So that this price included instruments as well as the rights of patents ?— A 
Yes. 

Q. If I understand Mr. McFarlane, the agreements are both two separate docu- 
ments ?—A. 'T'wo separate documents. 

Q. One respecting the license?—A. And the other the purchase of the instruments. 

Q. We will look at this account. Then, in the first statement for 1880 also ap- 
pears the sum which you paid for the purchase of the other companies which are 
mentioned here?—A. Yes. 
Q. The Dominion Telegraph Company, the Montreal Telegraph Company, the 
Hamilton Telegraph Company, the T.ondon Telephone Company and the Windsor 
Telephone Exchange, I should say the Dominion and the Montreal Telegraph Com- 
pany, purchase only applied to the telephone plant?—A. Yes. 

Q. And for these you paid $180,500. Was that paid in cash or paid up stock ?— 
A. The parties furnished the cash ana’ took stock for it dollar for dollar without one 
farthing bonus or premium on stock. They took exactly what they paid for it. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


(). And the same with the Canadian Telephone Company?—A. Yes. The Cana- 
dian Company had nothing to do with this. 
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Q. They got $500,000. How did they get that?—A. The Canadian Company ? 

Q. Yes.—A. We gave stock for the assets of the Canadian Company. 

Q. That was for half a million in the two transactions, as I make it?—A. In a 
sense, it was not half a million. We acquired their assets and moneys. Their assets 
were $167,000, we had given them for a license—that was restored to us, so that we did 
not give them half a million. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Then the next considerable purchase was in 1882, when you purchased the 
Toronto and Yorkville exchanges, the Winnipeg and Western Union exchanges in Can- 
ada, and the Windsor. These purchases amounted to $39,1002—A. About $40,000. 

Q. Now, in the subsequent years, down to 1897 the amounts applied in the pur- 
chase of patents and assets and shown separately, I think is inconsiderable?—A. Yes. 

Q. The large amount paid during these years of 1882 to 1892 appear to have been 
paid on construction account.—A. Yes. 

Q. Except to the extent that the two accounts are mixed up between 1897 and 1904, 
and as to that I have to rely upon your word. Were there any considerable purchases 
of patents between these years appearing in these statements?—A. I do not think that 
they would have amounted to $50,000. I am not sure. 

Q. Well, in the statement of increases of stock from the first years—the statement 
which we will put in when it is verified—will you please tell us how the stock has been 
issued. Has it been issued in every case for cash?—A. For cash, and the last two issues 
at a premium. 

Q. With the exception of what you have already mentioned as being issued for 
exchanges and. A. Yes. 

Q. What do you mean, by the last two issues?—A. The last two increases of stock 
were issued at 125, I think. I know the last one was. 

Q. The reports will tell us.—A. Yes. 

Q. It is stated here. And what was done with the premium which you received 
from the sale of the stock?—A. It was credited in the account the same as any other 
source of revenue. 

Q. I think in most cases, if not in all, it is credited to the contingent fund.—A. 
Yes, carried to the contingent fund. , 

Q. Carried to the credit of the contingent fund. And you have also sold bonds, 
according to the last statement, up to $2,000,000.—A. Two million. 

Q. Have they been sold at par or more or less?—A. As a ruie, at a premium. 

Q. And whiat has been done with the premiums?—A. Charged to the contingent 
account, I think, in the same manner. 

Q. As a general rule, at all events, carried to contingent account. From looking 
at the last balance sheet or contingent fund I see it amounted to a very respectable funa. 
It is $1,845,410.24. Have you ever written off any amounts from that ?—A. Oh, very 
large amounts. 

Q. Can you tell me what years they were written off?—A. In every year, nearly, 
iL think, there has been something written off and something added. 

The CHairnmMan.—What has been the total amount written off the contingent fund? 

Mr. CurystEr.—I have a statement here, if the committee will let me run over it, 
30 that I can give the whole thing. 

The CHairMaNn.—Perhaps you had better make use of the interval between to-day 
and to-morrow. . 

Mr. Lariteur.—If he will submit that to us we will have it verified as well as the 
other statements. It wil! save time. 

The CuHamrMAN.—It will save the time of the committee. 

Mr. Lewis.—The matter might be left in the hands of the counsel. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Pefore he goes into that argument, which I think is a long one, 


‘we might adjourn and in the meantime the lawyers might confer. 
1—c—304 Mr. C. F. SISE. 


468 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


The Cuairman.— Mr. Chrysler, you say you have a number of statements that you 
have prepared as a result of the examination of their reports. 

Mr. Curyster.—Yes, I will submit these to Mr. Lafleur before to-morrow. 

The CHArrMAN.—That will be convenient. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Mr. Sise, will you tell me, please, if you have the other papers that were asked 
for?—A. They are all here. 
Q. They are all here?—A. I think everything is here. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. We will defer further examination of Mr. Sise until to-morrow and in the 
interval counsel will be good enough to have these statements verified so that they can 
give them in to-morrow.—A. I will be glad to give any assistance I can. 


The CHairRMAN.—We will relieve you from further attendance to-day. 


The committee then adjourned. 


WepNEspDAY, May 10, 1905.. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


The examination of Mr. C. F. Sisz was resumed. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. There is a document, Mr. Sise, which was produced yesterday; but was not put 
in. I would like to put it in this morning, to begin with. You referred to it in your 
evidence.—A. (After examining document) Yes, that is correct. 

Q. It is an agreement between the Canadian Telephone Company and four or five 
American companies, by which the Canadian Telephone Company acquired their rights. 
It is dated November 1, 1880.—A. That is one of the documents that was asked for. 

The CHamMaN.—Would it be advisable to read it? Has it any bearing on this 
inquiry? We want to know so that the committee may have an intelligent idea of what 
it means. 

Mr. Curyster.—I think perhaps we had better have a summary of the documents 
printed before Mr. Sise’s examination goes on. But just as you wish. 

The CHammMan.—I do not know what bearing these documents may have on the 
inquiry, and therefore I am not able to offer an opinion. 

Mr. Maciean.—Mr. Chrysler considers they ought to be printed, and be before the 
committee, 

Mr. CurystEr.—There are some of them that ought to be printed in full. There 
are one or two that can be abstracted. 

The CuatrMAN.—Is this a document that you think should be printed in full? 

Mr. Curysuer.—I think so. 

Mr. Greorrrion.—What is the document? 


The CHamMAN.—It is an agreement made on November 1, 1880, between the Can- 
adian Telephone Company and the American Bell Telephone Company and the Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada. What is the tenor of this document? 

Mr. CurysLtER.—Mr. Sise gave it yesterday, it is in his evidence. The Canadian 
Bell Telephone Company was a company organized to acquire the patents of al! the 
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American companies which had valuable patents, and it did so. The Bell Telephone 
Company was a company organized to carry on the telephone business. This company 
was organized to hold patents and to rent instruments. 

Mr. Mactrean.—Which company ? 

Mr. CurysLer.—The Canadian Telephone Company. 

Mr. MactEan.—Who signs for this company? 


Mr. Curyster.—Mr. Sise signs as vice-president and managing director of the 
Canadian Telephone Company, and also as vice-president and managing director of the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 


Exhibit No. 96. 


Tuis AGREEMENT made this first day of November, 1880, by and between TuE 
CaNADIAN TELEPHONE Company, LiMiTED, a corporation organized and existing under the 
laws of the Dominion of Canada, 

, of the First Part. 
Tue AMeErIcAN BELL TELEPHONE Company, a corporation organized and existing under 
the laws of the State of Massachusetts, 
| of the Second Part. 
Tue Bett TELEPHONE Company or CANADA, a corporation organized and existing under 
the laws of the Dominion of Canada, 
of the Third Part. 
And: 
THe AMERICAN SPEAKING TELEPHONE CoMPANY, a corporation organized and existing 
under the laws of the State of New York, for itself and for: 


‘Tue GoLp anp Stock TELEGRAPH CoMPaNY, and: 


Tue WEsTERN Union TELEcRapH Company, also corporations organized and existing 
under the laws of the state of New York, 

of the Fourth Part. 

WITNESSETH : 

First. The party of the first part hereby agrees that it will; from and out of its 
capital stock of three hundred thousand ($300,000) dollars, divided into three thousand 
(3,000) shares of the par value of one hundred ($100) dollars each, cause to be forth- 
with issued and delivered to the party of the second part fifteen hundred (1,500) shares 
thereof of the par value of one hundred and fifty thousand ($150,000) dollars in full 
consideration of,.and payment for the certain letters patent and patent rights in the 
Dominion of Canada herein stipulated to be assigned and converted to the party of the 
first part by the party of the second part. 

Second.—The party of the second part in consideration of the issuance and de- 
livery to it of the said stock as herein provided, hereby agrees that it will on receipt of 
the same execute and deliver or cause to be executed and delivered to the party of 
the first part due and sufficient instruments of assignment and conveyance vesting 
in said party of the first part the whole right, title and interest, of every kind and 
nature in, under or connected with the certain letters patent of the Dominion of 
Canada heretofore issued to Alexander Graham Bell, to wit:— 

No. 7789 August 22, 1877; and in and to any and all other letters patert or 
patent rights, or licenses to use patented inventions of or in said Dominion of Can- 
ada, which if the said party of the second part, has or may hereafter acquire for tele- 
phones or telephonic apparatus, or for instruments or devices applicable in any man- 
ner for use in connection with telephones or telephonic apparatus. 

‘Third—The party of the first part hereby further agrees to issue from and out 
of its capital stock as aforesxid, and to forthwith deliver to the party of the fourth 
part five hundred (500) shares thereof, of the value of fifty thousand ($50,000) dol- 


Jars in full consideration of, and payment for the interests in letters patent and patent 
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rights in said Dominion of Canada, herein stipulated to be assigned and conveyed 
by the said party of the fourth part, and the said Gold and Stock Telegraph Com- 
pany to the party of the first part. 

Fourth—The party of the fourth part in consideration of the issuance and deliv- 
ery to it of the said five hundred shares of the capital stock of the party of the first 
part, hereby agrees that it will on receipt of the same, together with the said Gold 
and Stock Telegraph Company duly assign, transfer and convey to the said party of 
the first part by due and sufficient instruments and writings, all such interests as it 
and the said Gold and Stock Telegraph Company or either of them, now own or may 
hereafter acquire in any patent rights or letters patent of said Dominion of Canada 
for inventions or improvements in telephones or telephonic apparatus or for instru- 
ments or devices applicable in any manner for use in connection with telephones or 
telephonic apparatus, and particularly in the certain letters patent heretofore issued 
in said Dominion of Canada to Elisha Gray, Thomas A. Edison and George M. Phelps 
as follows, to wit:— 

Elisha Gray, No. 4948, July 7, 1875; No. 4949, July 7, 1875; No. 9480, December 
12, 1878; No. 5495, December 14, 1875; No. 9481, December 12, 1878; No. 6101, May 
23, 1876; No. 9482, December 12, 1878; No. 9488, December 12, 1878; No. 6201, June 
16, 1876; No. 8366, January 26, 1878; No. 8872, June 4, 1878; 

and 

Thomas A. Edison, No. 8026, October 17, 1877; No. 9928, May 1, 1879; No. 9922. 

May 1, 1879; 
and 

G. M. Phelps, No. 10416, September 2, 1879. 

And the said party of the first part hereby undertakes and agrees to pay to the 
party of the fourth part the sum of two thousand ($2,000) dollars per year for seven 
years, beginning January 1, 1881, and ending January 1, 1887, in consideration for 
the assignment of the telephone patents of Thomas A. Edison in the Dominion of 
Canada by the party of the fourth part to the party of the first part. 

Fifth—tt is further agreed by and between the parties hereto, that the capital 
stock of the party of the first part amounting to one thousand (1,000) shares of the 
par value of one hundred thousand ($100,000) dollars remaining after the issues and Ce- 
liveries hereinbefore provided for shall be issued and sold by the party of the first 
part as required in order to secure funds for the purchase and manufacture by it of 
telephones and telephonic apparatus, and that of said one thousand shares of stock 
of the party of the first part, seven hundred and fifty shares thereof may be subscrib- 
ed for and taken by the party of the second part in paying the par value of seventy- 
five thousand ($75,000) dollars therefor, and the remaining two hundred and fifty 
shares thereof may be subscribed for, and taken by the party of the fourth part in 
paying the par value of twenty-five thousand ($25,000) dollars therefor, or in the like 
proportion if less than the whole one thousand shares shall be issued at any one time; 
the parties of the second and fourth parts hereby agreeing that if they or either of 
them shall fail to take and pay for their respective portions of the said stock herein 
provided for within the period of sixty days after an opportunity shall have been 
afforded them by the party of the first part to so take and pay for the same, the said 
party of the first part may thereupon proceed to sell and deliver to others than the 
parties of the second and fourth parts, the portion of stock which the party or parties 
hereto who shall have so failed to take and pay for the same would otherwise have 
been entitled to subscribe for and receive. The parties of the second and fourth parts 
hereby agree between themselves that they will neither of them without first offering 
the same for sale to the other, sell or dispose of any of the stock of the party of the 
first part which they may respectively acquire under this article except such portion 
of said stock (thirty-seven thousand five hundred ($37,500) dollars) as the party of 
the second part is under contract with Alexander M. Bell and Charles Williams, 
junior, bound to transfer to said Bell and Williams in part consideration for the 
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patents purchased from them, and not exceeding ten shares each to the directors of 
said company. 

Sixth.—The parties of the second and fourth parts hereby severally agree with 
the party of the first part that each of them respectively will forthwith sell, transfer 
and deliver to the party of the first part all the certain telephones and telephonic ap- 
paratus and plant belonging to each of them respectively within the said Dominion 
of Canada, and the said party of the first part hereby agrees that it will take the same 
and pay the parties of the second and fourth parts respectively therefor an amount 
in cash equal to the actual cost of the said telephones and telephonic apparatus to 
the respectively. 

Seventh.—The party of the third part from and out of its capital stock of five hun- 
dred thousand ($500,000) dollars, divided into five thousand (5,000) shares of the par 
value of one hundred ($100) dollars each (whereof stock to the amount of one hundred 
and sixty-seven thousand ($167,000) dollars is to be issued to the party hereto of the 
first part in part consideration of an exclusive right to carry on the telephone business 
in said Dominion of Canada under the patents and patent rights of said party of the 
first part, and the remainder thereof is hereafter to be issued as may be required for the 
purchase and maintenance of telephone lines and exchanges, and the material necessary 
therefor) hereby agrees to forthwith issue and deliver to the party of the fourth part for 
the said Western Union Telegraph Company : One hundred shares of said capital stock 
of the party of the third part in payment for the certain telephone exchanges of 
the said Western Union Telegraph Company situated in the cities of St. John, 
New Brunswick, and Halifax, Nova Scotia, and to issue to the party of the second part 
stock in payment for telephone exchanges as follows: for the exchanges purchased by 
said party of the second part of the Dominion Telegraph Company, seven hundred and 
fifty shares; for the exchange at London, fifty shares; for the exchange at Windsor, 
twenty-five shares; which said telephone exchanges the said party of the third part 
agrees to take, and the parties of the second and fourth parts respectively agree to cause 
to be sold, transferred and delivered to the party of the third part. 

EHighth—tThe parties hereto further agree that the provisions and stipulations 
herein contained and described as incumbent upon or for the benefit of the parties 
hereto, shall be held as incumbent upon or for the benefit of their respective successors 
or assigns. 

This contract, is executed with the understanding and subject to the condition that 
the telephone exchange property of the Montreal Telegraph Company is to be acquired 
by the party of the third part. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have caused these presents to be executed 
under their respective corporate seals, and by the hands of their proper officers the day 
and year first above written. 


THE AMERICAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY, 


Wma. R. Driver, W. H. Fores, 
Treasurer. President. 
CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Cuas. P. ScLATER, O. F. Sisez, 
Secretary-Treasurer. Vice-President and Managing Director. 
J. S. TRIBAUDEAU, 
Dvurector. 


THE AMERICAN SPEAKING TELEPHONE COMPANY( 
Attest, | 
L. E. SErrerto, Grorce B. PRESCOTT, 
Secretary. President. 
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The Gold and Stock Telegraph Company and the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany hereby acknowledge the authority of the American Speaking Telephone Company 
to act for them in the matters embraced and provided for in the foregoing agreement in 
manner and form as herein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the said companies have caused these presents to be executed 
under their respective corporate seals, and by the hands of their proper officers on the 
day of date of said agreement. 


THE GOLD AND STOCK TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 
attest, 
L. E. SEFFERTo, 


Secretary. 


GroRGE B. Prescort, 
Vice-President. 


THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 


NorvIN GREEN, 
President. 


A. R. Brewer, 
Secretary. 


Mr. Curysier.—Mr. Sise, the 6th question in the requisition made upon you calls 
for a list of the shareholders on the 1st of April, 1905. This has been filed but we also 
want a list of the shareholders at each increase of capitalization. Have you prepared 
that?—A. That is here. I think that has been submitted. | 


Mr. Curyster.—No. Mr. Macfarlane explains to me what would be apparent 
from an examination of the list of shareholders that we have for the year 1904, that 
the document showing all the shareholders in each year from the beginning would be 
something of enormous size and probably would not be required by the committee. 
They have produced in two sheets a statement showing the holding of the two com- 
panies, the two American companies, in this company from the beginning. You pro- 
duce this, Mr. Sise ?—A. Yes, that is correct. 


Exhibit 97. 
AMERICAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY, STOCK ACCOUNT. 


) } 


Year ending Acquired. Transferred. Balance. | Dividends. 

¢$ $ $ Sr: iets 

RipOeEn er veh LO cree nite Senta 38.0 5 agen dil al 09 S00: Thue arnt fie 0S: SOO te Avis crete 
F Bhi iseracirey a. My! Ya eR tat ee 93,900 6,916 32 
" RA Sod ede vente ey6 sf 5.<0ns .ctevaght [Agog RO 70,000 463,600 | 16,863 00 
: SUR TES Oo Ay 8 ocr ap rani 4A) Soe. eta. | 468,000 | 32,606 00 
" Shear oe ge GUN 3 | ae ein Be ea he | 468,000 | 16,380 00 
" Sass nee ee ee). wakes eee are 585,500 | 11,710 00 
+ LAREN OR ee WE or DENG Uk fh. Sede 609,000 | 47,075 00 
“ nee ee ey ace 40,950 6,700 643,250 | 46,335 62 
‘7 PN Toe nlek s 10 <A i iar arr a tires at: 643,250 | 48,243 75 
. Ae Le ao : ere a 12,750 1,000 655,000 | 39,285 06 
? EIN Ae 0 <a a enn 47,000 702,000 | 48,515 00 
n SUE eee OC. I a rr aan 42,300 744,300 | 57,217 50 
" BIN ASOD PONS he kee Le a | 98, 7600) ATA ee eee 843,000 | 66,158 51 
x Ce oon (ie rn ip 84,600 | ...........| 927,600 | 71,445 40 
e EOE ee Nr ORIN oe 2Sicatnid aig xc ety) SORRY aR acim 1,164,450 | 85,501 16 
n RESO I OI, SL Tuy ae O8, | 60,700 | in hue 1,215,200 | 97,216 60 
‘1 31, 1896 | ren) AMEE ert | 1,215,200 | 97,216 00 
? BEER an ee so ohne ehadainweh 1,000 1,000 | 1,215,200 97,216 00 
. Deas Pon ae in. .) ch vk s nw Seok 152,300 1,367,500 | 101,277 33 
- 1 RG BOA age Se a ane Wiper ty MKC Wa 


152,300 | "1,519,800 | 


All the stock acquired as above is represented by cash payments at par, except 
July 24, 1882, $386,600 which was issued in exchange for stock of the Canadian Tele- 
phone Company, Limited. December 10, 1887, 94 shares, 50 per cent paid, $4,700 was 
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transferred to the A. T. & T. Co., November 8, 1899, account\closed by transfer to 
thetAd Ty Ge1'8Go: 


Exhibit No. 98. 
AMERICAN TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANY, STOCK ACCOUNT. 


| | 


/ 

Year ending | Acquired. Transferred. Balance. Premium. | Dividends. 

wtp ek ace aaa BE ee hE ha a es Eee he ees | i 
8 8 8 g)05 agers 
December 31, 1887. 4,700 | STOO aaa et 63 45 
" DL Whee: tamer eens Stich Aes Shh. eM saree bed y cy AOU ales whee is, chy, 352. 50 
" cs Pega Foo lee te parr eee 940 D O40. care 338 40 
" PALA Beye: Un poe yea ae eet ak gs eC OU enteritis as AC GN tr Ba Perm a Se 441 80 
" 31, 1891 1 GOO eens Coes ee MESO) te tobe) Bae 809 00 
" DIM EPO ST cao an wordt} ke nos = Sight Ak book SOO Ao Ss he eee 904 00 
" Glas LOUD meta te At ale ola halk iA) P| aie Oa DO ess ate 938 50 
" Sie TSS he we ert. SER OREO Urn, vetoes! | UOT 7), 08 ha 1,139 50 
" DESLEO OU Eph xt tn EEderetetd tot O75 Gui enenite Wii OBO Titans 2 leniowk’« 1,304 00 
" Seed NOLES ee tan a REE ie at ac, lite, = aledcales 4 SPD SP eietre ee | TOPO Cie ey hes ks 1,304 00 
" PRT ee Bee Mi lee teak Batts Nos actharthy tote ernie vgs ast nena TG DOU Mie ian bk h | 1,304 00 
" a 0 Be oa hk ee ene oO Pr etna 52", 18,300 Tee, a tae SOT Se 
" Si AISO0r es be 5... Pe ope eee eee eG otcOO nian Peete.) S40 1000 ares hee 8h "32,000- 00 
" POLO Bh wekeg a Worn yf otOUDalarararisie.S . iwi la Gaba OOO hore aaenrae | 144,125 50 
" Pee DIM Le cna ils lect mctaan why lee weap: wns, sates 1,000 1,925, 900 es ae ge tee 154,072 00 
" CIE 3 0 ee a re Se EEO Al Saucier ae oki 2,080,220 38,580 | 158,701 60 
" DICE OUD CRIA MOR SEA ae vo beats 2 ZOVsFOO MM ters } 2,311,700 57,870 | 180,306 40 
" DED fete nln ected in wha eta is COUR ier hes ee os | 93,083,300 192,900 | 231,232 00 
Lanes cca len shone VAS Pea oe ea ZOT 300 Wihan het tet A 


All the stock acquired as above is represented by cash payments at par except the 
first amount $4,700 which was transferred by the American Bell Telephone Company 
and on the amounts of 1902, 1903 and 1904, a premium of 25 per cent was paid. 


Mr. CHryster.—The first statement is a statement showing the shareholdings 
and dividends paid to the American Bell Telephone Company from the year 1880 down 
to the year 1899 and in 1899 they ceased to hold shares. This document shows the 
holdings and dividends paid to the American Telegraph and Telephone Company from 
the year 1887 when it commenced to hola shares in this company down to the year 
1904. It is still a shareholder, Mr. Sise, in the latter company ?—A. Assuming that 
is correct. I did not make it up. . 

Q. Of course, that was prepared by some of your officers?—A. It' was prepared 
by our accountant. 

Q. Does that cover also what was asked for by the committee in the 7th requisi- 
tion?—A. J think it does. It was intended to. 

Q. As to the 8th requisition—the amount paid in cash for such stock each year— 
does that statement show what has been paid in cash or is there another statement ’— 
A. I think that is embodied in the other statement too. 

Mr. Curyster.—The witness says that the amounts paid in cash for the stock 
are shown by the statement already handed in. The 9th requisition was for ‘ copies of 
any agreements between the Bell Telephone Company of Canaaa or any company or 
person from which the Bell Telephone Company derives its interest, and the American 
Bell Telephone Company, the American Company, and the Western Electric Company, 
cr any of them, in respect of the acquisition or assignment of the right to use any 
patents, patent rights, or patented devices or to make application for patents in Canada 
pertaining to telephones, or used in any way in connection with the telephone sys- 
tems?—A. There are no such contracts. 

Q. There are no such contracts?—A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Other than those of 1895 or 1896 ?—A. Other than those filed. 

Q. The 10th requisition was for ‘a statement of the royalties in each year paid 
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by the company to the American Bell Telephone Company, the National Bell Tele- 
phone Company, the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, the Western Elec- 
trie Company, or to any person or persons, and showing the consideration for payment 
of such royalties’?—A. This refers to the royalties paid to the American Bell Tele- 
phone Company. We never paid the American Bell Telephone Company a farthing 
cf royalty. 

Q. Who did you pay?—A. This is in connection with the Canadian Telephone 
Company already filed. That is quite another matter. We never paid the National 
Bell Telephone Company, the American Telephone and Telegraph Company or the 
Western Electric Company or any person or persons one farthing of royalty except this 
royalty in connection with the Canadian Telephone Company. This is already filed. 

Q. This is a statement of the royalties paid during the years 1880, 1881, and 1882 
to the Canadian Telephone Company ?—A. That is correct. 


Exhibit No. 99. 


STATEMENT OF ROYALTIES PAID CANADIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY, LTD., BY RELL TELEPHONE 
COMPANY OF CANADA, 


EO is 2 sis Gein, Sem ee, Ao 1D, ee $ 4,349 21 
cae emia Moh nn SN a Ae | 17,629 59 
OS eT TMM eS eas Lene | 11,156 89 

ie Der tai) ea raion cre Han tant) hr $ 33,185 69 


@. And those are the only royalties you paid to any person or company ?—A,. Yes, 

Q. Those correspond with the entries in your balance sheets which were produced ? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any agreements covered by the 11th requisition, Mr. Sise2—A. We 
have not and never had any agreement with any company or companies, or person or 
persons with reference to the manufacture of supplies. 

The CuairMAN.—What is covered by the word “supplies ” 2 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. What do you understand by the word “supplies,” Mr. Sise?—A. Any article 
of supplies furnished, the ordinary English word. Any article furnished the company. 
We had no contract with anybody for anything of that kind. 

Q. What was probably pointed at by this question is an agreement with any com- 
pany or firm or persor: by which you were bound to buy exclusively from such company 
or person?—A. I do not think I can answer that any more plainly than I have done. 
We never had, and have not, any such contract. 

Q. I am putting the question so that you can answer it. You have produced a list 
of all the firms from whom you have been purchasing supplies?—A. That is filed. 

Q. The 12th requisition is “agreements with other telegraph and telephone com- 
panies, or person or persons, relating to exchange of business or services between such 
companies, or person or persons and the Bel] Telephone Company; also relating to the 
terms upon which supplies are furnished to such telegraph or telephone companies, or 
person or persons, or relating to the division of territory or working arrangements with 
such companies or person or persons or any of them.”—A. I am not aware of any such 
contract or agreement. We submit to some of the companies at the beginning of the 
year a price list which they accept or reject. They are not bound to buy from us. 

Q. You are speaking of the last half of the question. With regard to the exchange 
of business or services, the first half of the question, who do you say to that?—A. I am 
not aware of any such agreement. We have arrangements, but not any special agree- 
ment. Each one keeps what he gets. 

Q. Well you showed me yesterday, or Mr. Macfarlane showed me yesterday, a type 
of agreement that you make with individual owners ?—A. That is quite another matter. 
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Q. You do no think that is referred to in this question?—A. I am not intending 
this as 4 reply to that question. 

Q. Well, have you such agreement?—A. With individuals? 

Q. With individuals in the first place?—A. We have several. 

Q. A large number—A. Thirty or forty of them. 

Mr. MacitEan.—Does that cover the New Brunswick Telephone Company? 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. That is a separate matter, I am coming to that later. These are small things 
with individual owners. Here is one, Mr. Sise, is not that the sort of thing that you 
refer to 2 You have a list of them here ?—A. Yes. This is a formal agreement that we 
make with private parties or corporations. 

Q. Is there any objection to our making use of that list —A. Yes. 

Q. You do not want us to use that ?—A. No, that is not necessary. There are some 
thirty or forty here. 

Q. There are some thirty or forty here 2—A. Of that type, that general tenor. 

Q. And these are the usual terms and conditions you make ?—A. They vary accord- 
ing to the conditions but that is the form that we go upon. 

Q. This is an agreement beetween the Bell Telephone Company and Mr, William 
Gillies, of the village of Spry, in the county of Bruce. I will put that in. 


Exhibit No. 100. 

THIS INDENTURE made the fifth day of March, A.D. nineteen hundred and three 
between Tur BELL TELEPHONE Company or Canapa, Limitep, hereinafter called the 
‘Bell Company,” party of the first part, and WILLIAM Ginuics, of the Village of Spry, 
in the county of Bruce and province of Ontario, hereinafter called ‘the proprietor,” 
party of the second part. 

WHEREAS William Gillies, the party of the second part, is the owner of and is 
operating a telephone line between the Town of Wiarton, in the County of Bruce and 
the Village of Colpoys Bay, Mar, Pike Bay, in the township of Albermarle, Spry, Stokes 
Bay, Lions Head and Barrow Bay, in the township of Eastnor, in the county of Bruce 
and the province of Ontario, and hag requested the Bell Company to make connection 
with his telephone system in the manner and subject to such terms as hereinafter set 
forth. 

Now THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH :—That in consideration of the stipulations and 
agreements made and entered into by the proprietor as hereinafter set forth,— 

The BELL COMPANY AGREES AS FOLLOWS, that is to say :— 

(1.) The Bell Company will permit and provide the necessary equipment at its office 
in the Town of Wiarton for an interchange of telephone conversations and messages 
between the telephone system of the proprietor as above set forth and the telephone 
system of the Bell Company under the general rules and regulations of the Bell Com- 
pany and at the charges hereinafter provided for. 

(2.) The Bell Company will construct and maintain a telephone line of two wires 
from their office in the Town of Wiarton to the limits of Wiarton, there to connect 
through a transformer with the telephone line of the proprietor. 

THE PROPRIETOR AGREES with the Bell Company as follows, that is to say :— 

(3.) That he will maintain his telephone line or lines and the telephone instru- 
ments and apparatus connected therewith in good working order and make all repairs 
thereto with all reasonable despatch at his own expense. 

(4.) That he will not extend his lines beyond the limits hereinbefore mentioned 
during the term of this agreement, (except as provided for in clause 14) without the 
consent in writing of the Bell Company. 

(5.) That he will not during the term of this agreement connect his telephone lines 
with the telephone lines of any company, person or persons other than the Bell Tele- 
phone Company. That he will not accept messages or conversations from or transfer 
messages or conversations to, the telephone line of any other company, person or persons. 
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AND IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED by and between the parties as follows, that is to say :— 


(6.) That the charges for messages and conversations which may be transmitted 
over the line of both the parties hereto shall be the regular established rates of the Bell 
Company plus fifteen cents to Colpoys Bay and twenty-five cents to Mar, Pike Bay, in 
the township of Albermarle, and Spry, Stokes Bay, Lions Head and Barrow Bay, in the 
township of Eastnor, in the county of Bruce and the province of Ontario, for each mes- 
sage or conversation as a charge for the service over the telephone system of the pro- 
prietor, each party receiving the amount of its own tolls. That the charge for business 
to or from the Town of Wiarton to points on the proprietor’s telephone system shall be 
fifteen cents to Colpoys Bay, and twenty-five cents to all other points for three minutes, 
and a proportional charge for each additional minute, and that this charge shall he 
equally divided between the Bell Company and the proprietor. 

(7.) That each party to this agreement shall be entitled, to charge reasonable 
messenger service for the delivery of messages to non-subscribers or for ealling non- 
subscribers to the telephone and no commission shall be payable on such messenger 
service. 

(8.) Neither party shall have the right to transmit business free over the lines 
of the other party. It is agreed, however, that stations now connected on the pro- 
prietor’s telephone system shall be allowed to speak to each other over their own sys{2m 
without charge by the Bell Company. 

(9.) That the Bell Company’s office at Wiarton, Ont., shall time and decide the 
rates on all conversations and messages to and from offices on the telephone system 
of the proprietor with offices on the Bell Company’s system, and that all tolls charged 
to Colpoys Bay, Mar, Pike Bay, Spry, Stokes Bay, Lions Head and Barrow Bay (offices 
on the telephone system of the proprietor) shall be remitted promptly on the first day 
of each month to the agent of the Bell Company at Wiarton. 

(10.) That regular monthly statements of account shall be furnished by the Bell 
Company to the proprietor, Spry, the fifteenth day of each month together with a 
remittance of the amount shown to be due to him. 

(11.) Neither party shall be liable to the other for any error in sending messages 
or for the failure of any conversation whether it be the fault of any operator, agent, 
or other person or from any other cause whatsoever, and that each party hereto shall 
alone be liable for any accidents, damages, losses or costs occurring or incurred at 
or on its lines. 

(12.) The Bell Company reserves the right to refuse to allow or accept any calls 
or business to or from any office or subscriber on the proprietor’s telephone system 
whose telephone equipment in the estimation of the Bell Company is not in proper 
order to give satisfactory service or if the proprietor’s system is in such estimation 
not maintained in an efficient condition to give good talking results. The Bell Com- 
pany also reserves the right to refuse to accept business from any station on the pro- 
prietor’s telephone system that fails to make prompt remittance of the tolls due as 
provided for in clause nine of this agreement. 

(18.) The proprietor agrees to equip his lines with the Bell Company’s solid 
back long-distance instruments, which the Bell Company agrees to sell outright, in- 
cluding plush lightning arrestors. The Bell Company is to install these instruments 
without charge, but the proprietor shall thereafter during the term of this agreement 
maintain the instruments and all the equipment at his own expense. The Bell Oom- 
pany will supply an inspector or lineman to make repairs to instruments or lines when . 
required on receipt of reasonable notice at a rate of two dollars ($2) per day and ex- 
penses, any material necessary for such repairs to be supplied by and at the expense 
of the proprietor, 

(14.) It is contemplated that the Proprietor may extend his line to the villages 
oi Cape Chin, Dyers Bay and Miller Lake in the township of Lindsay, MeVicar and 
Tobermory in the township of St. Edmunds, in the county of Bruce, in which case 
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all the provisions of this agreement shall apply to these connections, the same as to 
the other connections named herein. 

(15.) This agreement shall not be transferrable by either party without the con- 
sent in writing of the other party hereto. 

(16.) This agreement shall continue for a term of three years from the first day 
of April, nineteen hundred and three. ; 

In Witness WueEreor the parties hereto have hereunto affixed their hands and 
seals. 


[seal] 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 
. C. F. Sisz, President. 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of 


WILLIAM GILLIE.. 
Cuas. P. Scuater, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of 
W. J. Feacuson, 
As to execution by 
WILLIAM GILLIES, 


Q. Then you have agreements with companies that want you to exchange busi- 
ness ?—A. Similar to that. 

Q. Are there many such companies ?—A. I should suppose there are forty of them, 
thirty to forty. ; 

Q. Where do you exchange business with other companies ?—A. That list will give 
it better than I can. 

Q. This list ?—A. Thig list. (See exhibit No. 102.) 

Q. Do you exchange business with companies operating in the United States ?— 
A. We do. 

Q. At a number of points ?—A. At a number of points. 

Q. Here is an agreement with the Central New York Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. Is that a usual form of agreement for these companies ?—A. With the 
companies on the other side of the line ? 

Q. With the companies on the other side of the line. That is the agreement in 
force, is it ?—A. Yes. 


Exhibit No. 101. 


AGREEMENT, made and entered into this first day of September, 1899, 

Between the CenTRAL New York TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, a corpora- 
tion, party of the first part, 

And THE Bett TELEPHONE CoMPANY oF CANADA, LIMITED, also a corporation, party 
of the second part. 

WHEREAS, said second party has heretofore laid in the St. Lawrence river, between 
‘Ogdensburg, N.Y., and Prescott, Canada, a single wire submarine cable, and has such 
cable now in use, and 

WHEREAS, the parties hereto mutually desire a metallic circuit (double wire) ser- 
vice between the above-mentioned places, and more distant points in the United States 
and Canada; and 

WHEREAS, such service will require the laying of a new cable between the above- 
mentioned cities. 

THEREFORE, in consideration of $1 each to the other in hand paid, the receipt of 
which is hereby acknowledged, and of the conditions and agreements hereinafter con- 
tained, this agreement witnesseth as follows :— 

First. The parties hereto mutually agree that the cost of installing this new cable, 


and its future maintenance, shall be borne equally by them, except that the party of 
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the first part shall, at their own expense, secure a continuing shore right for the Ameri- 
can side of the river, and the party of the second part shall, at their own expense, 
secure a continuing shore right for the Canadian side of the river, and that copies of 
such contracts for shore rights shall be filed with and attached to this agreement; and 
it is mutually understood that the party of the second part shall maintain the cable 
from cable pole to cable pole, each party bearing an equal share of the expense, pro- 
vided that the said first party may at any time, by giving thirty days’ written notice 
to said second. party of its intention so to do, terminate the second party’s right of 
maintenance from cable pole to cable pole. 

Second. It is understood that the cable to be laid shall be what is known as the 
‘Western Electric Company’s six-conductor Submarine Cable, informal Specification 
No. 392.’ 

Third. The party of the second part agrees to undertake and complete the laying 
of said cable for the sum of $175, according to an estimate dated July 14, 1899 (to 
which estimate particular reference is now made), and it is understood that should 
the cost be less than has been estimated, or should it through some unforseen cause 
be greater, the expense shall be equally divided between the two parties. 

Fourth. It is mutually agreed that for every conversation passing over this cable, 
a cable charge shall be made of ten cents, for each five minutes’ use or fraction thereof 
after proper connection has been established, and that the income derived from such 
use shall be equally divided between the first and second parties to this agreement, and 
that ‘ the other line charges’ by either party against the other shall be the same as that 
charged by such parties to other customers, except as such ‘ other line charges’ may be 
modified by Schedule ‘A’ attached hereto, but all subsequent modifications shall re- 
main in force for one year from their date, and thereafter until superseded. 

Fifth. It is mutually understood and agreed that the old single wire cable now 
lying in the river, shall remain in service and that any income derived from its use 
shall be equally divided between the first and second parties, and that its future main- 
tenance shall also be equally divided between them. 

Sixth. All the conditions and provisions of this agreement shall apply to and be 
binding upon the successors and assigns of the respective parties, and are to continue 
for a period of ten years from date, and thereafter until terminated by thirty days 
notice in writing from either party to the other. 

In Witness WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seals the day and year 
first above written. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CoO., 
L. H. Lawrence, President. 
Attest, 
J. G. Woon, Secy. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE CO. OF CANADA, LTD., 
Ropert Mackay, V.-President. 
Cuas. P. Scuaterr, Sec.-T reas. . 


Schedule ‘A’ 


The following exceptions to the ‘other line’ basis of rating are hereby noted, 
namely :— 


Between— 
Ogtensiure and Presebtt.: . 0°... IMO Se 
Morristown and ‘Brockville... .. ..:. 2.09.2 ee eee 


Q. Now you spoke of that as being a type of agreement in toree with other com- 
panies in the United States. Have you a different form of agreement with companies 
in Canada or have you an agreement with companies in Canada ?—A. We have none, 
practically. 
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Q. One has been mentioned here, an agreement with the North America Telegraph 
Company, I think.—A. Yes. 

Q. That I think has already been produced by some other witness. Are there any 
others ?—A. I do not recall any others, there may be. The North American was made 
about 1885 or 1886 and has been in existence ever since, 

Q. Have you any agreement for the exchange of business with the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company ?—A. Well, as we don’t go within 500. miles of them it is rather 
difficult to exchange. . 

Q. And the same thing, of course, applies to the Nova Scotia Company ?—A. The 
same. 

Q. Are there any companies to the west of you in Canada *—A. With whom we 
exchange? 

Q. Yes, with whom you exchange.—A. Only those that are on this list here. 

Mr. Curyster.—I had better put this list in. This is a list of the companies that 
the Bell Company has arrangements with. These are Oanadian companies and some 
individuals. 


Exhibit No. 102. 
LIST OF CONTRACTS WITH CANADIAN LINES CONNECTING—(ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED. ) 


Alex, J. M. Mount Carmel & Centralia Telephone Gom- 
Adelaide-Kerwood Private Line. pany. 

Berthier-St. Francois Telephone Company. Mount Elgin-Zenda Line. 

Bascom & Forrest, Doctors. Nissouri Telephone Association, Limited. 
Cobourg-Coldsprings Line. Racine & West Ely Line. 

Eastwood, Dr. W. F. Rooney, R. W. Doctor (Shelburne, Prim- 
Fisher, Donald. (Vittoria to Fisher’s Glen). rose & Whitfield Line). 

Gillies, William. Riviére du Liévre Telephone Company. 
Hanover-Carlsruhe Line. Sprague, James Grant. 

Hillhouse, Welch, Shepard & Hunter. St. Appoline & St. Paul Telephone Company. 
Joliette Telephone Company. St. Catherine & St. Bazile Telephone Comp’y. 
Kamouraska Telephone Company. St. Philémon Telephone Company. 

King Township Telephone Company. Vandorf Telephone Company. 

Lavery, Williams & Blanchard, Drs. Wallingford Bros. & Company. 

Lucan, Clandeboye & McGillvray .Line. Wincchelsea, Exeter & Krikton Telephone 
Montgomery, Beatty & Turner, Doctors. . Company. ' 
Moore & Moore, Doctors. Williams, Dr. J. W. (Uisle). 


The Cuamrman.—There is a form of agreement. Is it applicable to all of these 
companies 2 

Mr. Curyster.—Yes, we put in one. 

The Cuairman.—Applicable to the list 2 

Mr. Curyster.—Yes. (To witness) What do you say to the agreement of Wil- 
liam Gillies?—A. That is one of those filed here. I think they are all filed. 

Q. Have you an agreement with any one of these telephone companies ?’—A. Some 
of these are companies. Copies of these agreements are all filed. 

Mr. MoFarutane.—If I might be allowed to explain these agreements are exactly 
ix the same form whether it is with an individual or a small line, These are farmers’ 
companies with which we act. The agreements are all here and are all in the same 
form. 

By the Chairman: 


Q. Then, Mr. Sise, the agreement marked exhibit 100 with Gillies shows the form 
of agreement with the other forty on this list?—A. That is right. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Now I have been asking you principally as to the first part of requisition 12. 

{ want to ask you now with regard to the second part as to the furnishing of supplies 
to these companies that you exchange business with?—A. We have no agreement. We 
furnish these companies, several of them, with a price list at the beginning of the 
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year and they either accept it or reject it as they see fit. They are not bound to buy 
from us. 

Q: And you say that there is no agreement providing that they must?—A. There 
is no agreement. 

Q. No agreement providing that they shall buy from you ?—A. No, none what- 
ever, not that I am aware of. 

Q. You looked at Mr. Gillies’ agreement. Do you say there is no such thing in 
it?—A. Possibly Gillies’ agreement might say that he should use our instruments. It 
ir possible that some of these contracts may have as a condition that they shall pur- 
chase and use our instruments for the sake of standardizing the line. I am not aware 
that it does but it is quite possible. 

Q. Well we will examine more fully as to that. We will have Gillies’ agreement 
and see what it says. At present I am going over the list of these documents. Now 
the form of contract in use between the Bell Telephone Company and the subscribers 
which you gave me. This you say is the form? 

Exhibit No. 103. 
CURRENT LEASE FORM. 


The Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited—Hachange line contract. 
The subscriber requests the company to place telephone instruments and equipment 


as noted on back hereof in his (insert ‘ business’ or ‘ residence ’) premises 
(insert street, name and number) Street, and to furnish him local 
service therefrom at exchange, for which service he agrees 
to pay to the said company the sum of dollars per annum, payable 
half-yearly in advance, for the period of year from date of connection, and 


thereafter until this agreement is cancelled by the subscriber or the company glying 
written notice ten days in advance of the termination of any such period of his or its 
intention to do so. 

Extras : 


The terms and conditions stated on the back hereof, and the company’s reasonable 
rules and regulations are made a part of this contract. 

This request becomes a contract when the instruments are connected. Its terms 
cannot be varied or waived by representations or promises of any employee unless the 
same be in writing and signed by the manager of the department. 

The subscriber acknowledges that he has received a duplicate hereof. 


Subscriber. 
Signed at 190 
Date of connection 190 
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Terms and Conditions. 


1. The service furnished hereunder is for the exclusive use of the subscriber, his 
employees, and members of the family. . 

He shall not extend the use of his telephone to other individuals except his ser- 
vants, upon his business : nor shall it be used for any tolls or consideration to be paid 
by any person other than the subscriber. 

If the-telephone in a residence is used in whole or in part for the purposes of 4 
business or profession, or otherwise than for the usual requirements of a residence, the 
company may charge the same rate therefor as that charged for telephones in places of 
business at the Iceality in question. 

2. For non-payment of any charge due, the service may be discontinued after writ- 
ten notice is given by the company. 

3. No electrical or mechanical attachments are to be made to the telephones or 
lines, which are the property of the company, without its consent. 

4, The subscriber assumes all risk for errors and delays in the transmission and 
delivery of messages over his telephones and lines. 

5. The subscriber hereby guarantees prompt payment for messenger service, tolls or 
long-distance service furnished to himself or others upon calls from the instruments 
herein referred to. If the subscriber does not promptly pay for such service, the com- 
pany reserves the right to refuse to furnish similar service thereafter. 

‘6. Telephones will be placed where first directed by the subscriber. A change from 
this to any other location will be charged for. 

7. The company does not guarantee the uninterrupted working of the telephones 
and lines, but undertakes to make repairs with all reasonable despatch. 

8. The company reserves the right to cancel this contract at any time should the 
subscriber make default in payment of any of the charges provided for herein, or makes 
or permits to be made any use of the telephone or lines contrary to the terms of this 
contract. 


A. This is the form in use to-day and this is the form which was previously in use 
and where any person wishes to change one form for another we are always ready to do 
it. You understand that in the case of subscribers who have been getting service for 
twenty years practically under no form or under the old form they have never changed; 
but that is the form in use to-day. 

Q. Now; that blue one is marked 103 ?—A. That is right. 

Q. That is the one that is in use to-day ?—A. In use to-day. 

Q. And 103a ?—A. Was a former contract. 

Q. 103a is a former contract for residence and 1030 is a form of contract for busi- 
ness apparently.—A. That is corzect. 

Q. Those are all the forms in use 2—A. Those are all. 

Q. No. 14 is a requisition for ‘a statement of the person or persons, corporation or 
corporations from whom the Bell Telephone Company purchased its principal electrical 
supplies in each year during the past five years—A. That we file. 


Exhibit No. 104. 
LIST OF PARTIES FROM WHOM GOODS HAVE BEEN BOUGHT DURING PAST FIVE YEARS. 


A B—Con. 
Akron Insulating and Manufacturing Co., Ak- Bellhouse, Dillon & Co., Montreal 
ron. Ohio. Baker & Co., Newark, N.J. 
Belleville Pottery Co., Belleville. 
B Bishop, B. R. 
Bithell Bros., Montreal. ecerer sy allbz.5 Sab ciel 
Blue Ridge Locust Pin Co., Dillshoro, N.C. ; 
Baird Manufacturing Co., Chicago. Canada Foundry Co., Toronto. 
Buffalo Steel Co., Tonawanda, N.Y. Cameron Appliance Co., Boston. 
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C—Con. 


Clayton & Lambert Manufacturing Co., De- 
troit. 

Cowan, John. 

Condit, S. B., Jr., & Co., Boston. 

Camp, H. B. Co., Aultman Ohio. 

Canada Paint Co., Montreal. 

Chloride of Silver D. C. B. Co., Philadelphia. 

Canadian General Electric Co., Montreal. 

Consumers Cordage Co., Montreal. 

Caverhill, Learmont & Co., Montreal. 

Converse, W. B., Montreal. 

Canadian Rubber Co., Montreal. 

Canada Metal Co., Toronto. 

Cable Clip Co., Montreal. 

Copping, Jos., Montreal. 


D 


Dominion Wire Rope Co., Montreal. 
Diamond Flint Glass Co., Montreal. 

Donogh & Youhill, Winnipeg. 

Dawson, J. A., & Co.,' Montreal. 

Dominion Drug :‘Co., Hamilton. 

Dominion Paper Co., Montreal. 

Dominion Wire Manufacturing Co., Montreal. 


E 


Emerson Electrical Manufacturing Co., St. 


Louis, Mo. 


F 


Felton & Guillaume, Mulheim, Germany. 
Fairbanks Co., The, Montreal. 
Foreman, John, Montreal. 

Fibre Conduit Co., Orangeburg, N.Y. 
Faultless Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio. 


G 


Goodrich, B. F. Co., Boston. 

Gutta Percha & Rubber Manufacturing Co., 
Montreal. P 

General Electric Co., London, Eng. 

Grier, J. & B., Montreal. 


H 


Hubbard & Co., Pittsburg. 

Holtzer Cabot Electric Co., Boston. 
Haliburton Lumber Co., Toronto. 
Hamilton Steel and Iron Co., Hamilton. 
Hamilton Powder Co., Montreal. 


I 


Imperial Oil Co., Montreal. 
Jack Watson & Co., Montreal. 
Johnson, A. E., Boston. 

K 
Klipstein & Co., Montreal. - 
Kay, John, Son & Co., Hamilton. 
Knapman, J. S., Peterboro’. 


L 


Lachute Shuttle Co., Lachute. 

Lindsay, Adam, Renfrew. 

Leschen, A. & Sons Rope Co., St. Louis, Mo. 
Lyman, Knox & Co., Montreal. 


M 


Manhattan Electric Supply Co., New York. 

Merritt & Co., Philadelphia. 

Montreal Electric Co., Montreal. 

Montreal Sand and Gravel Co., Montreal. 
MAY 6, 1905. 
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M—Con. 


Montreal Rolling Mills Co., Montral. 
Minnesota Electric Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Morgan & Wright, Chicago. 

Merrick, S. S., Carleton Place. 

Munderloh & Co., Montreal. 

Massachusetts Chemical Co., Boston. 


Me. 


McEwan, D. A. 

McNally, W. & Co., Montreal. 
McAndrew, D. H., Renfrew. 
McIntyre, The C. Co., Newark, N.J. 
McGregor, G. A., Killaloe Ont. 


N 


National Manufacturing Co., Worcester, Mass. 
National Carbon Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Nichols Chemical Co., Montreal. ’ 
Northern Electric and Manufacturing Co. 


Oo 


Okonite Co., New York. 
Ontario Powder Co., Kingston, Ont. 


P 


Pringle, R. E. T. Co., Montreal. 

Pignolet, Louis M., New York. 

Parker, Estate Moses, Montreal. 

Photo. Jewellry manufacturing Co., Chicago, 
sane 

Peck Rolling Mills Co., Montreal. 

Paragon Insulating Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Packard Electric Co., Montreal. 

Paquet & Godbout, Montreal. 

Pickett & Morgan, Dundalk, Ont. 


R 


Robertson, Thos. Co., Ltd., Montreal. 

Rathbun Co., The, Deseronto. 

Rutherford Sons Co., Montreal. 

Robinson Clay Product Co., Rochester, N.Y. 

Ramsay, A. & Sons, Montreal. 

Richmond Conduit and Manufacturing Co., To- 
ronto. 


Stuart Howland Co., Boston. 

Safety Armonte Conduit Co., Boston. 
Sterling Mfg. Co., Montreal. 

Standard Sewer Pipe Co., Rochester, N.Y. 
Smith, W. E., Lennoxville, Que. 

Standard Electric Time Co., Waterbury, Conn. 
Sherwin Williams Co., Montreal. 


T 


Turner Brass Works, Chicago. 
Textile Tube Co., Fall River, Mass. 


w 


Western Electric Co., New York. 

Whitehead & Hoag Co., Montreal. 

White Man’g. Co., Chicago. 

Wilcox, Critlenden & Co., Middletown, Conn. 

Warden, King & Son, Montreal. 

Warner Electric Co., Munsie, Ind. 

Winn & Holland, Montreal. 

Wyckoff Pipe & Creosoting Co., Williamport, 
Pas 

Westinghouse Co., Montreal. 

Wire & Cable Co., Montreal. 
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Q. Requisition 14 also calls for ‘a statement showing the actual amounts paid to 
the Northern Electric Manufacturing Company and the Wire and Cable Company for 
each class and grade of apparatus and material used in construction?—A. That we 


filed. 


Exhibit No. 105. 


STATEMENT of actual amounts paid to the Northern Electric and Manufacturing 
Company, Limited, during the five years ending December 31, 1904. 


Pele nnoneuenrumentss.. een oep et aes. 26 2 8 868,896 6D 
Switch-boards.. .. .. ee eee fA ROY BS 
Line and battery eal Lay ee en 8, O98. 695 OG 
Toll booths . real BOOP RSE tea Cis iar Ai eh 25,235 00 
Reet tae, ec ate Re A 19,769 00 


$2,767,026 50 
Exhibit No. 105a. | 
THE WIRE AND CABLE COMPANY. 


SraremMENT of Sales to the Bell Telepbone Company of Canada, Ltd., for five Years 
ending December 31, 1904. 


Year. Leaded Cables.! Bare Wire. |Miscellaneous. Total. 

S cts. $ cts. 8 cts. $ cts. 

ILL EN che AG A ie Rea mee Sd Oa Pee Cae Faalene ENON Ur cerne 2 08 | sheen aaa 32,719 66 | 32,719 66 
ay a ee RN eR ees ernest Sako a Wen ey ths ctl eae VEEN STR Zl A te aheuag « «3 | 71,729 07 71,729. 07 
UI AG ae ee een AER PT CA eet 80,876 43 71,701 94 83,615 70 | 236,194 07 
PIETER Sg aha tt af ae a eet 3 MOT | 34 ee | 256,638 28 12, 764° 53" (2) 182/506"S7 501,899 68 
OOS ererrey ree nko: PAL a! ae eaet aa 6 aE ae 247,224 23 25,350 80 127, 950 57 | 400,525 60 
584,738 94 209,807 27 | 448,521 87 | 1,243,068 08 


Monrreat, May 6, 1905. 


Q. Requisition 15 calls for ‘the names of the companies in which the Bell Tele- 
phone Company hold stock and the amount of stock so held in each company.’—A. 
That we filed. 

Q. There is a note at the foot of this explaining that these are shown at par value 
with the exception of the stock of the Sherbrooke Telephone Association which is put 
in at $1742—A. Yes, $174. 

Q. The par value is $1,450?7--A. Yes. 


Exhibit No. 106. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 


Stock in other Companies. . 


No. of shares. Amount. 
Telephone Company of Prince Edward Island.. .. .. 349 § 8,725 00 
Stearns. lelephone. Company... ..  <. 04. fe... 127 1,270 00 
New Brunswick Telephone Company.. ............ 1,599 79,950 00 
Pnvaocetias | clenhones OOMpab ys a0 sj. iy pee qc) + cemiece 6,975 69,750 00 
Federal Telephone Company... .. alee 2S aR ea 1,879 28,185 00 
North American Telegraph Gornanue a Wee 2,000 200,000 00 
Northern Electric and Manufacturing Gone i, 2,790 279,000 00 
Wire Cable Company.. .. . Bia et SUM ee toy Spier hopes 2,600 260,000 00 
Sherbrooke Telephone Recor attr ea ese. oie wets: Gis hs 58 1,450 00 
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N.B.—The above statement shows the par value of the stock of the Sherbrooke 
Telephone Association. The actual cash paid for such stock was $174 at which am- 
ount it stands in the books of this company. 


May 5, 1905. 


Q. Requisition 16 calls for ‘copies of agreements with all companies or persons 
operating telephone systems respecting the use of the long-distance service either from 
subscribers’ telephones or from public toll stations of such other companies or persons.’ 
The contracts already put in include that, that is, contracts for the exchange of busi- 
ness with the companies named ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Requisition 17 is for ‘agreements with hotel companies or persons relating to 
the installation of a telephone system in any hotel of such companies or persons and 
the tariff of rates for charges for the use of telephones so installed.” You have a large 
number of hotels in which telephones are installed ?—A. I think that would require 
copies of some 3,000 contracts. We connect with nearly all the hotels in Canada. Iam 
rather in the dark regarding the meaning of that. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. Where the public are charged 10 cents in each room ?—A. There is no uniform 
tariff of rates, each case being considered independently on the basis of the amount of 
service required; the capital investment; the size of the hotel; the number of stations 
to be supplied; the number of operators, and the number of electricians necessary to 
conduct the service. In the majority of cases the arrangement is the same as with 
other subscribers. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
Q. And what is this form that you have produced ? Is it with any particular 
hotel or firm, or is it in use in different hotels ?—A. This is with no special hotel. It 
is a general form. They vary with each hotel. 


Exhibit No. 107. 


THIS MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT, made this day of 
Between 

Tur Brett TELEPHONE Company oF Canapa, Limitep, a body politic and cor- 
porate, having its principal place of business in the City of Montreal, herein acting and 
represented by Charles Fleetford Sise, of the said City of Montreal, in the Province 
of Quebec, Esquire, its President, and for all purposes hereof duly authorized, herein- 


after called the Telephone Company. 
Party of the first part, 


and 


herein acting and represented by 


party of the second part, 
WITNESSETH AS FOLLOWS : 


The Telephone Company agrees :— 

1. To establish and maintain a private branch telephone exchange (under the 
terms and conditions as far as they may be applicable, of its regular form of exchange 
contract, copy of which, initialed by both parties, is annexed hereto, and forms part 


of this agreement) : 
in the City of by means of a switch- 


board in a location to be mutually agreed upon, in said Hotel premises, 
telephone sets, all of which shall be 


of the style 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 


; 
bi 
I 
4 
; 
} 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 485 


APPENDIX No. 1 


with the necessary wiring to be located in the various rooms or departments of afore- 
said Hotel premises, as hereinafter provided, and to keep said switch-board, instru- 
ments, and wiring, in good working order and repair at its own expense except as 
otherwise provided for in this agreement. 

2. That after any telephone set shall have been in service for a period of one year 
in one location, it will upon receipt of thirty days’ notice in writing from the sub- 
scribers, remove such telephone set, except as may be hereinafter provided for in this 
agreement. . 

3. To furnish and maintain such number of trunk lines from said switch-board to 
its exchange, as its traffic records,—taken from time to time—show are needed 
to handle properly the exchange and long-distance business from the various 
telephone sets comprising said Private Branch Telephone Exchange. 

4. To maintain and operate in said hotel, a public telephone pay station, and 
to furnish at its own expense, between the hours of and on 
week days, Sundays and holdzys, sufficient and competent attendants for the satisfac- 
tory operation of the service through aforesaid switch-board and public telephone pay 
station. 

5. To connect the various telephone sets provided for in this agreement, with 
each other, and also with the telephone stations comprising its exchange, 
through and by means of aforesaid switch-board, at toll rates herein provided for in 
this agreement. 

6. To pay the subscribers a commission on all telephone message tolls collected 


in said hotel, of per cent for messages to points within the limits of the 
telephone company’s exchange, and per cent not to 
exceed cents for any single connection—on messages to points beyond 


the said telephone exchange; no commission to be paid on free messages. 

7. To establish connection between the telephone sets comprising said private 
branch exchange without further charge than the annual rental hereinafter provided for. 

8. To furnish free of charge, a sufficient number of the current issue of its 

exchange subscribers’ list to provide one copy for each telephone set com- 
prising said private branch telephone exchange. 

9. To present promptly the message tickets referred to itt clause number eighteen 
of this agreement. . 

10. That should the subscriber at any time during the term of this agreement, be 
prevented from doing business for a period of thirty days or more through fire, epidemic, 
or strikes, a pro rata rebate on the rental shall be granted for such period of time, but 
no rebate shall be granted if the premises of the subscribers are partially closed or 
entirely closed for a shorter period than thirty days. 

11. The wiring of the aforesaid premises shall be done in accordance with the rules 
of the Canadian Fire Underwriters Association, upon the terms provided for herein- 
after. 

THE SUBSCRIBERS AGREE: 

12. That the number of telephore sets furnished under the terms of this agree- 
ment shall at no time be less than 

13. To lease from the telephone company, the aforesaid private branch telephone 


- equipment, at an annual rental of dollars and each additional 
telephone set installed in excess of the hereinbefore mentioned, 
at an annual rental dollars for each such additional set of 


instruments, all payable in twelve equal monthly payments in advance, the first of such 
payments to be made on the installation of the equipment referred to in clause one of 
this agreement. 

14. To provide a list of the names and room numbers of the guests of the hotel, 
which list shall be kept up to date by the hotel staff. 

15. To board at their own. expense, but not to lodge, the attendants employed by 


the telephone company to operate the aforesaid private branch telephone exchange and 
Mr. C. F. SISEH. 
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public station and also (at their own expense) to properly attend to the operation of 
said private branch exchange and public station between the hours of p.m. and 
a.m. on weekdays, Sundays and holidays. 

16. To ensure the proper and decorous treatment of the attendants provided by the 
telephone company. 

17. To pay the telephone company cents for each connection had 
from any telephone hereby leased, with the telephone company’s 
exchange subscribers, (except on connections upon the business of the hotel, from 
parties authorized by the subscribers to transact such business) and for each connec- 
tion to points outside the limits of the telephone company’s exchange, 
the telephone company’s regular toll charges (except for such messages as the tele- 
phone company may agree to collect elsewhere). 

18. To make prompt settlement for all local and long-distance tolls upon presenta- 
tion of the telephone company’s message ticket at the hotel office. 

19. To efficiently light the booths and switch-boards and room, free of charge. 

20. To furnish at their own expense a constant and full supply of electric current 
for charging the batteries used in the operation of said private branch exchange, but 
should the cost of electric current for such charging, exceed the sum of 
dollars per annum, then the amount in excess shall be paid by the telephone company. 

21. To grant to the telephone comapny during the term of this agreement, the 
exclusive right of placing and operating telephone instruments apparatus and wires 
for telephonic purposes in aforesaid hotel premises. 

22. That the ownership of the said private branch exchange apparatus, instru- 
ments,—unless as hereinafter provided for shall remain vested’in the telephone com- 
pany, and that the telephone company shall have the right to remove the said appar- 
atus, instruments and attachments at the expiration of this agreement, the telephone 
company to make good any damage done to the walls, flooring, &., during the instal- 
lation and removal of the apparatus. 

23. That the telephone company may enter into contracts for direct unlimited 
local exchange service with guests or tenants of said hotel, but should the telephone 
service so given be made through said private branch exchange switch-board, the tele- 
phone company shall pay to the subscribers ‘ per cent of the rental charges 
collected for such service. 


IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED— 

24. That the telephone company’s attendants shall not be required to perform 
duties other than those necessary for the proper operation of the said private brancn 
exchange switch-board and public station, and that calls from hotel rooms for hotel 
service, shall be received by the attendants above referred to, and switched to the 
proper hotel department. 


25. That this agreement shall remain in force for a period « years 
from date hereof, and ‘thereafter from year to year, until cancelled by either party 
giving days written notice to the other party hereto. 


26. That this agreement may be continued to its termination by the successors 
or assigns of the subscribers, at any time during the term of this agreement, upon 
execution hy said successors or assigns, of a contract for the unexpired term, covering 
the conditions of this agreement, provided such parties are acceptable to the telephone 
company. 


In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto affixed their hands and seals. 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Q. Well, you can if required produce the agreement with any hotel that the com- 


mittee desires, I suppose ?—A. That can be done, yes. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—I would suggest that the form of agreement with two hotels 
be put in, say the King Edward, Toronto, and the Windsor, Montreal. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

Q. Have you any objection to that Mr. Sise ?—A. What is that ? 

Q. A member of the committee wants to know if you will put in agreements 
with two prominent hotels, say the King Edward and the Windsor ?—A. We will put 
in whatever the committee desires. 

The CHaiRMAN.—Is it the pleasure of the committee that copies of the agree- 
ments with the King Edward hotel, Toronto, and the Windsor hotel, Montreal, be 
put in ?—Carried. 

Mr. Boyrcr.—And the agreement with the Russell House, Ottawa. 


The CHainMAN.—And the agreement with the Russell House, Ottawa. Is that 
the pleasure of the committee ?—Carried. 

Q. Item 18 of the requisition asks for ‘copies of all agreements with steam- 
ship and navigation companies, or their agents, or any of them, cartage companies, 
or their agents, or any of them, or any other person relating to any exclusive rights 
to furnish telephone service.’ Are there any agreements ’—A. There is one agree- 
ment in existence I believe with the Deseronto Navigation Company, that is the only 
agreement now coming under that heading. 


Exhibit No. 108. 


Tuts AGREEMENT executed in duplicate on the sixteenth day of November, ona 

thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, 
Between 

THe Bett TELEPHONE Company OF Canapba, Limited, a body corporate, having 
its principal office in the city of Montreal, in the province of Quebec, hereinafter 
called ‘The Telephone Company’ of the first part ; 

and 

THE Deseronto Navigation Company, Limited, hereinafter called ‘The Naviga- 
tion Company’ of the second part ; 

WITNESSETH that the said parties have covenanted and agreed as follows :— 

The Telephone Company will furnish to the Navigation Company, free of charge, 
four (4) telephone connections with the exchanges of the telephone company, at the 
following points, namely :— 

The Deseronto dock. 
The Kingston dock. 

The Napanee dock. 

The Picton dock. 

And the Telephone Company will furnish to the Navigation Company at one- 
half the Telephone Company’s current exchange annual rates, at the said points, any 
additional telephones required for the officials of the Navigation Company, not 
exceeding two (2) in the aggregate, and located within one-half mile of the exchange; 
all additional instruments, and extra mileage to be paid for at regular rates. 

The Navigation Company will furnish annual passes to the officials of the Tele- 
phone Company over its own lines and lines leased or controlled by it, and will also 
furnish free transportation to the employees of the Telephone Company over the said 
lines. 

The Telephone Company shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone 
instruments, apparatus and wires, in the several stations, wharfs, offices and premises 
of the said Navigation Company (except wires and instrumennts owned by the Navi- 


gation Company) and each ot the companies to this agreement, so far as it may 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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properly do so, without prejudice to its business, grants to the other comapny facilities 
for carrying its wires and lines through or over the poles, subways, bridges and other 
premises on equitable terms to be agreed upon, and the Navigation Company will 
not grant similar facilities to any other Telephone Company, (except as hereinbe- 
fore mentioned. 

It is understood that the telephone service herein referred to, shall be furnished 
by means of the Telephone Company’s standard instruments, which consist of a 
Blake transmitter, Bell telephone and Magneto Bell, properly mounted on back- 
boards ready for use. 

All existing arrangements between the companies to this agreement, for service 
or facilities, shall terminate at the end of the term for which payment is due or has 
already been made. 

This agreement to remain in force for three years from the date hereof, and there- 
after until terminated by six months previous notice, in writing, from either party, 
of its intention to terminate the same. 

In Witness WHEREOF we have hereunto appended our respective seals and signa- 
tures. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 
C. F. Sisz, President. 
[ Seal.] 
C. A. MILLENER. 


THE DESERONTO NAVIGATION COMPANY. 


R. C. Carter, General Manager. 
]Seal.] 


Q. It has been mentioned by a witness that there was an agreement with the 
Richelieu and Ontario Navigation Company ?—A. There is no agreement with that 
company, it has expired and has not been renewed. 

(See Letter No. 142, Appendix ‘ A.’) 

Q. And this agreement with the Deseronto Navigation Company you have pro- 
duced ?—A. Is the only one in existence. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. That one that has expired with the Richelieu and Ontario Navigation Com- 
pany contained, I suppose, the usual clause excluding other telephone lines. 


Mr. Curyster—This one does, I think. 


The CHatrrMan—We have been given to understand that there is an agreement 
with the Sheddon company. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Is there an agreement with the Sheddon Cartage Company ?—A. Neither with 
the Sheddon nor any other cartage company. 

Q. The 19th requisition is ‘select an exchange or agency of the various capaci- 
ties herein indicated, giving in each case the name of the exchange selected and giving 
the cost of installation classified as follows.—(a) central; (b) outside plant (c) sub- 
scriber’s telephone equipment; the tota] revenue received, the cost of operation, the 
cost of maintenance and the number of subscribers for ten different capacities of 
exchange.’ You have prepared that ?2—A. We file that. 

Q. And you desire to make an explanation ?—A. It is impossible to answer the 
first portion of question No. 19 in the detail requested as the books of the company 
have never made any separation of the investment in the central office, outside plant, 
and subscriber’s equipment. The books, however, show the total investment at each 
exchange of these three items, and that is given. Under each exchange of the type 
Mr. C. F. SISEH. 
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chosen a statement is filed showing the total revenue both from exchange service and 
long distance service; detailed cost for maintenance and operating and the net revenue 
together with the number of subscribers. These figures show the net return on the 
plant account as it stands, but give too large a figure for the actual return from the 
exchange plant investment, inasmuch as the exchange is creaited with all of the 
originating long distance business, a business which demands the use of plant not 
included in the exchange plant, that is the use of the investment.in long distance 
lines. Not only do these long distance messages require the use of the long distance 
lines, but they also require the use of a portion of the investment in the exchange at 
the terminating point, and operating expenses in that point also. For instance, a 
message originating at Toronto destined for Montreal, not only uses a portion of the 
exchange equipment at Toronto and the services of the operators at that point, but 
also requires the use of the long distance line not included in the Toronto plant; the 
use of the equipment and lines in Montreal, ana the services of operators at that 
point equal to that, at Toronto. The revenue, however, is credited entirely to Toronto 
exchange account. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. There are other messages originating in Montreal for Toronto which would be 
credited in the same way?—A. The same way, each one gets what originates there. I 
might say that in talking of the cost of the long-distance lines, in some of the state- 
ments which have been made, it has wholly been overlooked that there is a very great 
value in long-distance plant outside the line: the long-distance switch-board used 
for the purpose, alone, in the Montreal exchange cost $15,000; I am not prepared to 
say what the one cost here, but it was a very expensive matter. They have also their 
own operators, and they have their own supervisors and inspectors and the absolute 
use of the whole exchange for distributing their work, and all that should be added 
to the cost of the long-distance lines. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Well, I am not desirous of going into that just now, but you are producing a 
statement here showing, as desired, as far, you say, as is practicable, the following 
with regard to 10 different exchanges for fifteen years :—the total number of subscrib- 
ers, the total plant account, rental, long-distance receipts, and the total receipts ?— 
A. Yes, 

Q. That is 1891 to 1904, inclusive? I am looking at the largest one, in Toronto, 
that is for fifteen years; the others may not cover so much. On the other hand, the 
expenses are shown divided into maintenance and operating and the total, also a column 
for net revenue and a column showing the percentage of profit to plant account. The 
exchange of 10,000 telephones and over is Toronto. The exchange for 5,000 and over- 


Mr. McFartanr.—We have not got one of 5,000. 


Mr. Curyster.—You have not got one for 5,000? The exchange for 2,000 and 
over is Winnipeg. The exchange for 1,000 and over is London. The exchange for 


over 500 is Windsor. The exchange for over 400 is Calgary. The exchange for over 
300 is St. Johns, P.Q. 


The CHaiRMAN.—You should get the number ‘over’ and ‘under,’ 


Mr. Bercrron.—They are coming down all the time. 


Mr. Curysier.—The exchange over 200 is Cornwall. Mr. McFarlane points out 
that the exact number of subscribers is given in the column after each of these. The 
exchange for over 100 is Lethbridge, and the exchange for over 50 is Winona. That 
means over 50 and under 100. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. What reply have you to make, Mr. Sise, to requisition 20, where we have asked 
for ‘a classified statement, showing all separately the aggregate cost of the local equip- 
ment and the aggregate cost of the long-distance equipment, also the revenue from 
and cost of maintaining each class of service’ ?—A. I have already explained that the 
two services are connected and are intermingled with each other, and that should be 
partly an answer to this question. It is absolutely impossible to make a complete 
separation between local equipment and long-distance equipment at any point in a 
telephone system. For every long-distance message transmitted over telephone wires 
there is used, first, the subscribers’ local equipment, the wires and conduits and cables 
and poles reaching to the central office, the local switch-board and toll-board, the out- 
going wires reaching from the toll-board to the limits of the city—all parts of the local 
equipment. The message then goes on to what is commonly known as the long-distance 
wires, using those wires and poles until it reaches the city limits of the receiving ex- 
change. From this point the message again makes use of the local exchange equip- 
ment, the wires and cables, poles, conduits and switch-boards and the subscribers’ 

‘instruments, all of which are classified as ‘local’ equipment. In addition to the use 
of the investment in this local equipment, the services of local operators, as well as 
long-distance operators, must be employed. The close interconnection and interde- 
pendence of local and long-distance equipment and service prevents a separation which 
would in any measure give accurate results, and no telephone company has ever under- 
taken to make this separation. For these reasons, it is also impossible to distinguish 
between the cost of maintenance and operating of each class of service. For con- 
venience, the revenue of the long-distance service is credited entirely to the exchange 
at which the message originates. 

Q. Then, you have not produced the statement, for the reason that you have none? 
—A. No, we have not produced it. 

Q. Do you, in your books, keep separate the cost of the local equipment and the 
cost of the long-distance equipment?—A. We do of the long-distance lines. 

@. You do of the long-distance lines?—A. After it leaves the city limits. 

Q. So that you can give us, if we require it, the cost of constructing so many 
thousand miles of long-distance lines?—A. Yes, we can do that. 

Q. And the cost of equipping the local exchange for any desired number?—A. | 
That could be furnished. 

Q. Yes, for any desired number of subscribers. You have not, in fact, you say, 
kept separately the accounts, except the account for the long-distance lines ?—A. Long- 
distance proper. 

Q. The long-distance lines proper. But you have, in your balance sheets which 
are filed here, and in your books, kept separate the revenue derived from the long- 
distance, and it appears in each year in these, except in 18938, separate from the earn- 
ings of the exchanges ?—A. Quite separate. : 

Q. You say that, however, is not accurate ?—A. It will be impossible for it to be. 

Q. For the reason you have mentioned ?—A. It is accurate enough for our purpose. 

Q. It includes all moneys received for long-distance messages; that goes into the 
long-distance lines’ earnings?—A. That goes there altogether. To give you an in- 
stance how impossible it is to separate it, we have, for instance, underground, very 
extensive underground work in the city of Ottawa, and the long-distance lines go a 
short distance in that underground system, but it is not separated in our Ottawa 
account as part of the long-distance, although it uses a part of the Ottawa system. 

Q. Well, when we get an analysis of your capital construction account you can 
tell us pretty nearly, can you not, what part has been expended in providing long-dis- 
tance equipment and what part for the local?—A. That we can show. 

Q. Requisition 21 asked for ‘a statement showing the plant and patent account of 

_ the company, showing separately the amount at the credit of the plant account and at 
the credit of the patent account respectively. 
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Mr. McoFartane.—You had that yesterday. 


A. The plant and patents account as of December 31, 1904, in our books is: plant, 
$9,203,467; and for patents, $70,288. That is the statement from our books. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. That was mentioned yesterday. 
Mr. CHRYSLER.—It was mentioned but not put in. 
Mr, Berceron.—That is in eviaence already I know. 


Mr. CHRYSLER.—Perhaps you had better put it in now, Mr. Sise, because it is easier 
to find it with the other statements. 


Exhibit No. 110. 
PLANT AND PATENTS, DECEMBER 31, 1904. 


RL AEy tae ONE el eric ote lye MM EM, tie Gog Soils Sees oAh9,008,407., Td 
AFA TUNS BERS oa wll lab Mega Oe Mean nt. cna a 70,288 17 


$9,273,755 90 


Q. That corresponds with your annual statement for 1904, does it?—A. That cor- 
responds with the annual statement. 

Q. You have already produced, I think, a list of patents which has beeen filed and 
printed of record (Exhibit No. 30), a list of patents owned by the company and this is 
showing those that have expired?—A. Yes. 

Q. In requisition 22 we ask if you have maps showing the long-distance line in 
such shape that you can file them?—A. We have the maps here (maps produced). This 
long map 

Q@. Are there many?—A. Four or five. This long map shows the lines practically 
from the extreme eastern end of Quebec to the western part of Ontario. There is shown 
there all our connections, the lines built north, east, south and west, also our connec- 
tions with lines over the border. 

Q. Is that a blue print that you can spare to put on file?—A. Yes. (Map filed 
and marked Exhibit No. 111.) There is a map showing our lines in Alberta. (Map 
filed and marked Exhibit No. 112.) 

Q. Exhibit 112 is a map of the inne ees lines in Alberta?—A. Yes. Here is 
a map of the long-distance lines in Northern Ontario, in the neighbourhood of St. 
Joseph’s island. (Map filed and marked Exhibit No. 113.) 

Q. Exhibit No. 118 is a map of the long-distance lines in northern Ontario, in the 
neighbourhood of St. Joseph’s island?—A. Yes.: I have here a map of the long-distance 

lines in Manitoba. (Map filed and marked Exhibit No. 114.) 
Q. Exhibit No. 114 is a map of the long-distance lines in Manitoba?—A. Yes. 

Q. Now, all these exhibits, from 111 down to 114, are all maps of all the long-dis- 
tance lines that you produce?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the other map?—A. That is a map of one district, the Niagara Penin- 
sula fruit growing line, showing the manner in which we have built this line, and con- 
nected the farmers throughout the peninsula with each other and with our exchanges. 
Every one of these black dots on the map is a fruit-grower’s or a farmer’s house; they 
are all connected with each other and with the St. Catharines and other exchanges; we 
built our own line and they have free connection with each other, but that is not asked 
for ? 

Q. We had better put it on file. (Map filed and marked as Exhibit No. 115.) 

A. This map here is on a very small scale (Exhibit No. 111), that shows on a smal] 
scale the way in which the whole of Ontario and Quebec has been covered with long- 
distance lines. It also shows the number of lines between different points, the line to 


Quebec, the line to Ottawa and th- line to Toronto and crossing the border here, and 
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here showing rather well, I think, that we have done our best to cover the country with 
lines, and our ability to cover the country has been checked to a certain extent by our 
inability to get money to do it with, and the lines cost more to maintain in Canada 
probably than in any country in the world. We have had sleet storms, costing us in 
the neighbourhood of $30,000, at Hamilton and another one right here in Ottawa, and 
there is no country where they have so much trouble in keeping up lnes as here. 

Q. You pointed out with your finger at some places; on the map where you said 
you were connected with lines from across the border. What points were those you 
indicated ?—A. Rouse’s Point, Burlington, Newport, Vt., St. Albans, Rome, N.Y., 
Malone, Ogdensburg, to all United States points; Buffalo to western points, and to 
Detroit, 

Q. With regard to Requisition No. 23, have you a statement of the receipts and 
expenditures of the long-distance equipment in each year for the three years ending 
December 31, 1904, showing separately the different classes of receipts and expendi- 
tures?—A. Well, as I explained in reference to Requisition No. 20, it was practically 
impossible to separate these receipts and expenditures from the general receipts and 
expenditures, they have not been kept in our books in that way. 

Q. However, in your annual statements there is a separation of your receipts ?— 
A. Of the receipts. 

Q. From the long distance, which we will find in Exhibit 93. With regard to 
requisition No. 24 for ‘copies of any tariffs for the services of the company at any 
of its local stations for local service or for long distance service; are there a large 
number of them ? 

Mr. McFartanr.—We cannot begin to produce them all. It would take six 
months to do that. 

Q. Mr. McFarlane says this calls for a very large number, would the committee 
like to select some ? 

The CHamMan.—Read the list. 

Mr. Curysier.— Copies of any tariffs for services of the company at any of its 
local stations for loca] service, or for long distance service; statement as shown in 
published schedule of long-distance rates of charges for long-distance conversations 
from Montreal and Toronto, in every direction in Canada showing the charges for 
all points shown in the company’s published directory, also showing the distance in 
each case.’ 

Mr. Mactean.—I would take two or three of them. 

Mr. McFartane.—We produce long distance rates, Toronto and Montreal to 
other points and we also produce rates at three typical offices, Montreal and two 
smaller places. 

The CuamMan.—I am told that your directory publishes the rates and that the 
only information to be added is the various distances; is that correct?—A. In so far 
as the long distance is concerned, yes. 

Q. And if you added the distance in miles it would give the information asked 
for ?—A. Yes. 

Mr. Mactran.—That is purely long distance rates, is it ?—A. Purely long dis- 
tance rates, that is the railway mileage. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
Q. Taking this document, Mr. Sise, it shows the schedule of rates for long dis- 
tance from Montreal to all points with which Montreal is connected—is that right ? 


—A. That is right. 
Q. Showing also the distance to each of these points 2—A. Showing the railway 


mileage—the mileages shown there are the railway mileages. 
(Document filed and marked Exhibit No. 116). 
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Q. What is this one? This is from Toronto to other points connected with 
Toronto ?—A. Yes, sir. 


(Document filed and marked Exhibit 117). 

Q. And these three papers, Exhibits No. 118, 118a and 118b are the rates of typical 
stations—a copy of your rate books showing the local charges ?—A. Showing the local 
charges. 

(Exhibits filed and marked Exhibits No. 188, 118a and 118b.) 

Q. Those are the charges for local services ? 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I suppose these figures in the handwriting are the number of miles ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. There is nothing in the statement showing what it means, you had better 
insert something there to make it intelligible; put in the words ‘ railway mileages,’ 
or “railway miles’ at the top of each column ?—A. The figures in the blue ink on 
the original sheets submitted show the railway mileage from Montreal and Toronto 
respectively. | 


The Cuaiman.—But when it is printed it will all be in black ink and you can 
not then distinguish it by the description ‘blue ink.’ 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. You had better say in the first or second column. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. If you refer to it ag the ‘mileage column ’it will be sufficient 2—A. The 
actual mileage in most of these cases, the wire mileage is far in excess of the railway 
mileage. For instance, the line from Toronto to Ottawa, the railway mileage is 247 
miles, and the wire mileage is 331. From Montreal to Richmond, Quebec, the rail 
way mileage is 77, and the wire mileage is 113. 


Mr. Maciran.—Mr. Chrysler, I would like to have the rates for a farmer’s line 
like this one on the wall, all the charges in connection with a line like that, as Mr. 
Sise has given us an example of a farmer’s line. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Can you give us, Mr. Sise, the rates for such a line as you have shown us in 
that exhibit—for a farmer’s line in the Niagara district?—A. I could not say, myself, 
I am not sure; but my impression is that they pay $15. We own the line and the instru- 
ments, and they have connection with each other all over that territory, in their own 
section, for $15 a year. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. They have toll for non-subscribers ?—A. Some of them pay $20 per year, within 
10 or 12 miles of St. Catharines, and have St. Catharines’ exchange free. 

Q. But tell us about the non-subseribers?—A. We do not know anything about 
the non-subscribers; they can go into the farmer’s house and use the line; there is no 
system of toll-collecting there. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Item 25 of the requisition asks for ‘Schedule of annual charges for private 
exchanges and auxiliary apparatus, such as desk telephones, extension bells, switches, 
plugs, jacks, &c.—A. They vary very much; but I file those. 


1—c—32 
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Exhibit No. 118. 
91 subs., February, 1905. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. 
Rental Rates authorized at Walkerton (Ont.) Exchange. 
Metallic Lines. 
Individual Lines: Business or residence. (One-year contracts.) 


Initial L. D. wall transmitter, per annum.. ..’.. 2. 21 26 2s oe oe es $20 00 

Initial L. D. desk transm‘tter, per annum.... . ou Woe). Ser eee be 

Wire mileage allowed: Business, 3; BT ye eI mites 

Extra mileage charge per $ mile or fraction thereof for exchange lines and 
extension private noes poles are already erected (minimum 
charge, } mile.) If poles are needed, apply to district Basia Scie 


iP eynlengs rates). Tene c< mix. Raich sete OS. aiteabe cote te eee Fie ean aie Es 4 00 
Exchange Four Party Lines: Business or residence. (One-year anes 

Tuigal lL. D. wall transmittereper annum. : 4. .- .<, -. eee 00 

Initial L. D. desk transmitter, per annum.. .. .. Ey 4X ae eae 60 


Within 1 mile of exchange, or within ee limits, if ee limits ex- 
tend beyond 1 mile of exchange. 

Minimum number on exchange party lines,—2 on each line. 

Subscribers on an exchange party line must be located in same section of 
town. 

Contracts can be taken from applicants whose premises are located within 
corporate limits and who wish to have their telephones directly con- 
nected on rural party lines passing their immediate vicinity, but they 
must pay rural party line rate and conform to rural party line 


conditions. 
Rural Party Lines: Business or residence. (Three-years contracts. ) 
Byne wall transmitter, per annum... 3). Ws eather wee 
Byng desk transmitter, per annum...... vibe No. We Gl ow SUA Os es Cream ae 


Maximum capacity of any one ee ten eben Maximum of one 
mile of line allowed for each subscriber. Any excess over this allow- 
ance must be charged for at $4 per + mile or fraction thereof. Orders 
subject to approval by head office before acceptance. 


Second User, business or residence, in same premises only, one-half initial wall 
rate (minimum, $10). 


Extension Sets: Business or residence. 


Ti Dyiewall eee oe ee eee sa ow en a 2 ee 
same ees (2 | ety re ce i se os per-annum < 13°00 
Same premises. In addition to initial rate. ae note to No. 415 keys. 
Extension Bell, in same building, maximum wiring, 200 ft.. .. -... ...- 2. 00 
Wo. EOS eg Wee ee 2 00 


A No. 15 key may, seiay aie aint eae Sete, he plated: instead 
of extension bell without additional charge. 
Weal MCCUE as fous cs ete as 03) ad GA Sie Gre Ng tote eee 2 00 
Extra Insertion, one line, in directory, each. . eck. ole piace sacs A tare ee 2 00 


Refer to head office applications for service not specifically quoted on herein. 
Service will be charged for from actual date communication is established, and 
such date must be entered on contract as ‘ date of connection.’ 
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THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED, 
Rental Rates authorized at Ottawa, Ont., Exchange. 
Metallic Lines. 


Individual Lines: (One-year contracts). 
Business. Residence. 


Initial-L. D. Wall Transmitter, per annum.............. $45 00 $25 00 
Initial L. D. Desk Transmitter, Delran wae ete ee ie 48-00 28 90 
Wire mileage allowed: Business or Residence, oe iwi ret tO NEE Oh eke ie 
Extra mileage charge per } mile or epnction thereof ion Exchange 
Lines aud Extension Private Lines (where poles are already 
erected)... 4 00 4 00 
If poles are et eied oe io Diceriet erocntendent ear 
Mileage Rates. 


dizchange Party ines: (One-year contracts). 
Initial L. D. Wall Transmitter, 2 or 2 on a line, per annum...... 
Initial L, D. Desk Transmitter, ® or 3 on a Lie DErcan WIM ais san pe yen 
Initial L. D. Wall Transmitter, AP OMM MERC TE DET. ATITUIN «s,s. acct Mee 20 00 
Initial L. D. Desk Transmitter, 4 on a line, per annum.. . Tee 23 50 
Within one mile of exchange or within corporate limits, cf oneh 
limits extend beyond one mile of exchange. 
Exchange party line contracts must specify whether service con- 
tracted for is 2, 3 or 4 party line. 
A four party line must not be constructed for less than two sub- 
scribers. 
Subscribers on an exchange party line must be located in same 
section of town. 
Contracts can be taken from applicants whose premises are located 
within corporate limits, and who wish to have their tele- 
phones directly connected on rural party lines passing their 
immediate vicinity, but they must pay rural party line rate 
and conform to rural party line conditions. 


Rural Party Lines :.(Three-year sneE 

Byng Wall Transmitter, per annum. 

Byng Desk Transmitter, per annum. ; Poe ABS 

Maximum capacity of any -one line, tai Berecribers.” Maximum 
of one mile of line allowed for each subscriber. Any excess 
over this allowance must be charged for at four dollars ($4) 
per 4 mile or fraction thereof. Orders subject to approval 
by head office before acceptance. 


Second User, Business or Residence, in same premises only, one- 
half initial wall rate (minimum $10). 


Extension Sets: 


Biren olivier aninidinis so vl) cee ore ke 10°00 10 00 
L. D. Desk, per annum. . Pe ce DE, OR ts, eee ee G8) 13.99 
Same premises. In ace fe siete renner Poo note to No. 
115 keys. 
Extension Bell, in same building, maximum wiring 200 feet.. .. .. 2 00 2 00 
onlin keys: os... Sore ym be 00 2 00 


A No. 115 key give ae PAEPallings lense Bese ae be 
placed instead of extension Bell without additional charge. 
ee Wa eral tin NEO oe ee SiR asrsace oe BOO 2 00 
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Extra Insertion, one line in directory, each.. .. .. .. .. «2 +. -- 2 00 2 00 


Refer to head office, applications for service not specifically quoted on herein. 
Service will be charged for from actual date communication is established, and 
such date must be entered on contract as ‘ date of connection.’ 


Exhibit No. 1180. 


Memorandum of Rates authorized at Montreal Exchange. 
Business: 2 
One year. 
Toitial Blake, Wallis. soccc ahis “else Tertl Celie cKO RAE re Be 
Tnitial Blake: Desk. |. tsargd) .caombae ys Pat fer a ee ee 


Initial taDo Wall: . «alee ba oaeta gelie yeti eee ene dk ne ee ae 

Triitials Des Desk. 5... .ckn hele. oe Sk cova eee beh Renee ct creel Ree 
Residence: 

THAT Blake Wall cc .c-ictn Rapes cb es ae eI eee 

Initial Blake Desks. <custh Qt <2 wa hades pleas eee le ee 

Initial L: 1D. Walls =e. en Bee 2 ee 


Tritia) L. D. Desks Petes «cael We a eS ee ee ee 38 50 


Business ov Residencee; 
Extension Blake Wall,(same premises in addition to initial rate. See note 


to No. 115 keys). . 10 00 
Extension Blake Desk (gaes Promina in Madre is anal nie aie ate 
to No. 115 keys).. : 13 00 
‘ Extension L. D. Wall (oes ee in Mirna iG ee bale Voy ote 
to No. 115 keys). . ; 10 00 
Extension L. D. Desk (same BERS in iadilugeca io ait ee siae! note 
to No. 115 keys).. Sa reer Sahn hr Garerrontg ear eka Po ey 8 
Second a in same premises ae Oe ner ot Guat ht iad “ab te peieoee enema ane 


Wire mileage allowed, business or residence, ate Hie. 
Extra mileage charge per $ mile for exchange lines, and extension private 

Vee (hess ple ae .$10 and $20 per mile. 
Excess mileage payment entities Pe bserihes *t ie ie at price ax Blake Kq. 


Hand generator..... 5 TAN ine 5 00 
TIextension Be ie in same noe cia Res or 300 hey Shoat 2 00 
No, 115 Keys.. : 2 00 
A. No. 115 Key may, when ee erialliue, Seren dae ea be eee patcaae 

of extension Bell without additional charge. 
No. LO} CaS or ae eee AS in oa sg US ET I 
Wa 20 ti Reve nes eee nas a oe a ate Ree an halle ee eee a Re Grail 
Extra insertions, one hes in eeriore. ee he EET 5 erin vk: cs elcoce a tan eee 
Doctors, ents Velemcary surgeons and nurses, Blake ‘Wall... acti ke 4s OL a ie 
. Le DY Wall, yo ieee ee 
i “s & Te"D. Degite i. ee ae ee ee oe 


Private Line Rates. 


5 Sites B lgak.'7-9 | eens tee ee Moi yawigre arn ake a 
TSP eit ee ce Soya en hese elle, + om mice eae a ele oe ore 
Patansion Olle. oc... é wk Gm le kes ew lis 0 km pew ek Ome grep my oor neler 
poo ae Uy ea 0 0 eae a are Mr eae re hry ng ee 
Wire mileage: 

Aerial metallic per 4 mile minimum. . ve oe ee ey OS, a eee 

Underground metallic per $:mile minimum .. .. .. .. .. .. «2... «. .. 1500 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Exhibit No. 119. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. 


MONTREAL, 


Private Exchange Rates. 

Switch-boards, including operator’s outfit, rental, $40 per annum and upwards, 
according to style and capacity. 

Telephone wall sets, $10 to $25 per annum. 

Initial or extension desk sets, $13 to $25 per anrum. 

On same premises, according to service requirements and installations. 

Exchange trunk lines, each, $12.50 to $100 per annum, according to service fur- 
nished and term of years contract agreement covers. 

Generator power current, $30 per annum and. upwards, according to length of line. 


Br ee re en Me de oo sass oss « $5 00 
EOC Eten ei gtar se ee REC hese eas s .« Dd OO 
“ — extension bell. . ae ee he et eee. 2.00 


Q. Exhibit No. 119 is the tariff of the ae nee rates, showing the charges 
for apparatus and other things mentioned. Item No. 26 asks for a statement of the 
amount paid for wages for each class of employees.—A. We have filed that. 

Q. That gives the maximum and minimum in each case, and you produce that 
now and file it?—A. Yes. 


- (Document filed and marked Exhibit No. 120.) 


STATEMENT of the wages paid to each of the following classes of employees of the Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, showing the maximum and minimum 
wages paid to— 


1. Operators, $10 to $75 per month. 

2. Inspectors, $25 to $100 per month. 
3. Troublemen, $1.75 to $3 per day. 

4, Wiremen, $1 to $3.50 per day. 

5. Labourers, $1.25 to $2 per day. 
Foremen, $2 per day to $100 per month. 


Q. That statement shows the wages of the operators, the inspectors, the trouble- 
- men, the wiremen, labourers and foremen?—-A. Yes. 

Q. Requisition No. 27 asks for the ‘correspondence of the company with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway or with any other company or person in ecnnnection with 
placing telephones in the station or upon the premises of the said raiiway by the muni- 
- cipal telephone systems of Fort William and Port Arthur?—-A. I am not aware there 
was any correspondence on that subject at all. 

Q. You do not produce any?—a. We do not file any; I ae not think we have any. 

Q. Item 28 of the requisition asks for ‘any draft or copy of proposed agreement 
between the Beauce County Telephone Company and the Bell Telephone Company, 
and any correspondence in reference to such agreement with the Beauce County Tele- 
phone Company, or with any person or company.’—A. We file that. I do not know 
‘what this is. 


Exhibit No. 121. 


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT proposed for a joint and physical connection between the 
lines of the Beauce Telephone Company and the Bell Telephone Company of Can- 
fda, Limited. 


YHE BEAUCE Company AGREES as follows :— 


1. In the event of such an agreemeent being concluded, to forthwith place its lines 


and apparatus in good working order and condition, and where neceessary to secur? 
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good commercial talking through the lines of both companies to provide with due ex- 
pedition metallic circuits on such lines as may be so used. 

2. That it will not connect, directly or indirectly, or allow to be connected, its 
lines and apparatus with the lines of other companies or persons without the consent of 
the Bell Company, and will sever and disconnect the lines of any company or person 
now connecting before this agreement becomes operative. 

3. That it will not engage in competition with the Bell Company nor extend its 
lines to places already connected by the Bell Company. 

4. That it will purchase from the Bell Company such telephone sets as it may 
require at the following prices :— 

Solid Back Wall (consisting of 1,000 ohm bridging Bell, bi-polar 

telephone, solid back wall transmitter, backboard and battery 
Box. bOL Ce: ORES on) UTE VE er sateen eee 


The Beauce Company to have the benefit of any general reduction made in this 
price from time to time. 

And that it will purchase from the Bell Company such other apparatus and material 
as it may require, provided the prices and terms are equal to or lower than those offered 
by others. The Bell Company will from time to time furnish a price list of apparatus 
and material it has for sale. 

5. Should it prefer to lease sets or separate telephones and transmitters, the follow- 
ing rentals will be charged by the Bell Company at Montreal :— 

Five dollars ($5) per annum for each L. D. Wall set without battery. 

One dollar ($1) per annum for each hand telephone. 

Two dollars ($2) per annum for each solid back transmitter payable annually in 
advance. 

Leased sets to be returned when repairs are necessary at the cost and charge of th> 
Beauce Company, the Bell Company to repair free or replace such sets as are defective. 

6. That it will withdraw from Sic. Marie Parish, Beauce County, handing over 
to the Bell Company its subscribers in Ste. Marie Parish numbering about thirty-six 
(36). In exchange therefor the Bell Company to hand over to the Beauce Company 
its subscribers at St. Joseph, Beauceville and St. George, about nineeten (19). The 


Bell Company to operate the exchange at Ste. Marie parish exclusively and the Beauce 


Company the exhanges and lines in Beauceville, St. Joseph, St. George and elsewhere 


where they now exist throughout the County of Beauce. In exchange for the outside 


construction which the Beauce Company will hand over at Ste. Marie to, and which 
shall thereupon become the property of, the Bell Company, the Bell Company will hand 
over to the Beauce Company the outside lines of the subscribers and its poles erected. 
which lines and poles shall thereupon become the property of the Beauce Company 
(except such poles as carry its long-distance lines) at the other three places named. 
Contracts with subscribers of the Beauce Company at Ste. Marie to be assigned to the 
Bell Company, and those of the Bell Company at St. George, Beauceville and St. Joseph 
to be assigned to the Beauce Comnany, each company to agree to faithfully carry out 
and perform all the requirements of these contracts. 

Each company will arrange for an exchange of its telephone sets so that the Bell 
Company will retain the instruments of its subscribers at St. Joseph, Beauceville and 
St. George, and the Bell Company will transfer to the Beauce Company an equal num- 
ber of Beauce Company’s sets taken from the subscribers at Ste. Marie. 


Tue Bett Company AGREE— 

7. That it will not engage in competition in the territory in Beauce County in 
which it is agreed that the Beauce Company shall operate, the Bell Company reserves 
the right, however, to extena its lines into and through the territory of the Beauce Com- 
pany for the purpose of building and maintaining throagh lines. 

8. Reserves the right to refuse the acceptance of 'yasiness from or 1o points on the 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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system of the Beauc — “any at which the lines or apparatus are not maintained in 
good working ordcr. 

9. To furnish at its Ste. Marie exchange from or to its Ste. Marie subscribers on 
their business while such subscribers’ leases exist, unlimited free county service with 
the subscribers of the Beauce Company in connection with the Beauce Company’s ex- 
changes, during the term of this contract. 

10. That its pole line and wires thereon extending from Qvebec to St. George will 
remain its property. The copper line will be looped into the offices of the Beauce Com- 
pany at St. George, Beauceville and St. Joseph, said line to be used only for paid 
through business ‘ incoming’ or ‘ outgoing’ north of Ste. Marie, and not to be used for 
any interchange of business paid or free whatsoever between Ste, Marie, St. Joseph, 
Beauceville and St. George. 

11. That its office at Beauce Junction will be closed, and long-distance service 
shall be had with that place via St. Joseph, at St. Joseph rates, and that its offices at 
St. George, Beauceville and St. Joseph will be closed during the term of this contract, 
unless the Beauce Company shall fail to supply a proper and prompt service at said 
offices, in which event the Bell Company may re-open and operate any or all of said 
offices. 

12. Whereas it contemplates extending its line from Scottstown to Megantic and 
opening an exchange at the latter place, in that event it is agreed that a connection with 
the existing line of the Beauce Telephone Company shall be made there on terms to be 
arranged. . 

13. That for the purpose of timing conversations it will provide and maintain, at 
its own expense, calculagraphs at the offices of the Beauce Company at St. George, 
Beauceville and St. Joseph. : 


IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED :— 


14. That the Bell Company shall have the first option of purvhase of the Beauce 
Company’s telephone plant, property and stock, the intention of the parties being that 
by this clause the Beauce Company shall not dispose of its plant to the prejudice of 
the Bell Company, provided that the latter is willing at the time of the proposed sale 
to pay as much as any other bona fide purchaser, but shall give the Bell Company the 
preference, other things being equal. 

15. That the parties hereto shall not have the right to transmit messages free over 
the lines of each other. 

16. That neither party shall be liable to the other for any error or errors in send- 
ing messages, whether through the fault of any operator, agent or other person or 
persons, or from any other cause whatsoever, and that each party hereto shall only be 
liable for any accidents, damages, losses or costs occurring or incurred at or on its own 
lines, unless the same shall be proved to have been caused through the act, neglect or 
fault of the other party. 

17. That for the purpose of delivering written messages or for calling customers 
to the telephone, messenger service will be furnished when required, at reasonable rates 
by both parties hereto. 

18. Toll business between Ste. Marie and points south to be transmitted on the lines 
of the Beauce Company, the Bell Company to receive 15 per cent of the receipts on 
such ‘in’ and ‘out’ paid business, the Beauce Company to receive 15 per cent on 
‘in’? and ‘out’ messages over the Bell Company’s lines originating at or destined to 
St. George, Beauceville or St. Joseph. The above percentage of receipts due to the 
Beauce Company shall apply only on the Bell Cozapany’s portion of the tariff of busi- 
ness from or to ‘other line’ points. 

19. That each company will furnish to the other complete lists of its offices and 
the local tariff to switching points, and that the initial unit of time for conversations 
over the lines of both companies shall be three minutes; overtime in excess of such 


unit to be charged per minute. 
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20. The agreement shall not be transferable by either party without the consent of 
the other. 

21. Regular monthly settlements and remittances to the head offices to be made for 
all business interchanged by the connecting companies, each company to keep a correct 
record of the previous month’s business interchanged and forward report of same to 
the other company for comparison and rectification of errors. 

22. Both companies will faithfully observe the terms of the contract and maintain 
their lines, apparatus and service in good working order and condition, and make re- 
pairs with all reasonable despatch. 

23. The period of this contract shall be for five years. 


Exhibit No. 121a. 


THE Bett TELEPHONE CoMPANY OF CaNnapA, L‘D., 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE, 
MontreaL, November 4, 1904. 
The Hon. JosEPpH Boxpvuoc, 
St. Victor de Tring, Que. 


Dear Sir,—Now that the pressure of work consequent upon the elections has 
passed away, we are prepared to take up the proposition you discussed with us of a 
connecting arrangement of this company’s lines with those of the Beauce Company. 
We have had a special agent visit our offices in the Beauce district, so as to obtain 
accurate information in regard to the local conditions and apparatus, and we are now 
prepared to meet you and the president of the Beauce company, or whoever he may 
appoint, to discuss this matter, with a view, if possible, to arrive at an amicable and 
mutually satisfactory arrangement. The meeting can either be held at Montreal or 
Quebec. If either of these places is not convenient for you, we would be pleased to 
know where a meeting could be held. 

We might say with reference to the physical connection of our lines with that of 
other companies, we expect them to work in harmony and to the joint interest of both, 
and we generally include the following provisions in the agreements :— 

‘That the connecting company will faithfully observe the terms of the contract 
and maintain its lines, apparatus and service in good working order and condition. 

‘That it will not engage in competition with this company, nor will this company 
engage in competition in the territory in which it is agreed the connecting company 
shall operate. The Bell Company reserves the right, however, to extend its lines into 
and through the territory of its connecting company, for the purpose of building and 
maintaining a through line beyond the points in connection, or to places in which the 
local company is not located. : 

‘The connecting company agrees that it will not connect its lines and apparatus 
with the lines of other companies or persons without the consent of the Bell Company. 

‘That it will thereafter purchase from the Bell Company its wire, telephone in- 
struments or other supplies, or make suitable arrangements for the leasing of telephone 
instruments and apparatus at rates to be fixed. 

‘Regular monthly settlements will be made for all business interchanged by the 
connecting companies. 

‘The agreement shall not be transferable by either party without the consent of 
the other.’ 

In order to avoid competing with each other, we have suggestions to make which 
we think will meet the views of your directors, and would be pleased if you would 
name a time that would be convenient to discuss the matter. 


Yours truly, 


- L. B. McFARLANE, 


General Superintendent. 
Mr. C. F. SISK. 
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Exhibit No. 121). 

_St. Victor pe Trinc, November 7, 1904. 
L. B. McFaruanz, Esq., ; 
ms General Manager Bell Telphone Company. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to yours dated the 4th inst., I beg to say that our president 
will convene a meeting of our Board of Directors, to appoint one or two persons to 
meet you either in Montreal or Quebec. You will be advised of the day chosen early 
enough to give you time to inform us if the date named is convenient for you. Hoping 
that we will be able to make some agreements advantageous to hoth companies, I 
remain 

Yours very truly, 


JOSEPH BOLDUC. 


Exhibit No. 121c. 
La CoMPaGNig DE TELEPHONE DE BEAUCE, 
Sr. Francois N.E., Beaucr, November 10, 1904. 
Mr. L. B. MoFar3ang, 
General Superintendent Bell Telephone Company, 
Montreal, Que. 


Dear Sir,—In answer to your favour of the 4th inst. to Hon. Jos. Boldue, I am 
instructed by the directors of this company to tell you that four delegates have been 
appointed to meet you in Quebec on the 28th inst., in the afternoon or night, if con- 
venient to you. Please let me know as soon as possible by telephone or by letter, and 
very much oblige. 

Yours very truly, 
ST. GEO. LEMOINE, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Exhibit No. 121d. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE Company or Canapa, L1D., 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE, 
Monrreat, November 4, 1904. 
Sr. Grorce Lemoine, Esq., 
Secretary-Treasurer Beauce Telephone Company, 
Beauceville, Que. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 10th inst., and to 
say that I will be pleased to meet the representatives of your company at our office in 
Quebec on the afternoon of the 28th instant. 

Your truly, 
L. B. McFARLANE, 


General Superintendent. 


Exhibit No. 121e. 
; La CoMPAGNIE DE TELEPHONE DE BEAUCE, 
St. Francois N.E., Beauce, November 19, 1904. 
Mr. L. B. McFaruane, : 
General Superintendent, Quebec, Que. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 14th inst. Our 
representative will be pleased to meet you at your office in Quebec on the afternoon 
of the 28th inst. 

Yours truly, 
ST. GEO. LEMOINE, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Exhibit No. 121f. 
Tue Bett TELEPHONE CoMPANY OF CANADA, L®D., 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE, 
. MontrEAL, December 6, 1904. 
Sr. Georce LeMOINE, Esq,, 
Secretary, Beauce Telephone Company, 
Beauceville, Que. 


Dear Sir,—In accordance with the promise made to Senator Bolduc, Messrs. 
Pacaud and Clouthier at our recent meeting at Quebec, I beg to hand you a memoran- 
dum of our proposition which we discussed for a joint working arrangemnt in Beauce 
county. 

In addition to the points brought up in that discussion there are two or three of 
minor importance which I have added, as it has been customary to insert these in 
similar arrangements made with other companies. Should your company decide to 
accept these conditions, we will have contracts drafted. 


Yours truly, 


L. B. McFARLANE, 
General Superintendent. 


Exhibit No. 121g. 
La CoMPAGNIE DE TELEPHONE DE BEAUCE, 
BEAUCEVILLE, P.Q., December 28, 1904. 
Mr. L. B. McFaruane, 
General Superintendent, Bell Telephone Company, 
Montreal, Que. 


Dear Sir,—Your memorandum of propositions for arrangements with our com- 
pany in Beauce county has been taken into consideration by our directors, who hava 
come to the conclusion that great many objections were against giving up Ste. Marie 
Beauce. 

For that reason we would ask you if you would be disposed to give us Ste. Marie 
Beauce as well as St. Joseph, Beauceville, St. George, and let us know what amount 
of indemnity per year you would ask for it. 

All the other parts of the contract seem to be mostly all acceptable. 

A prompt answer, if possible, would greatly oblige. 

Yours very truly, 
ST. GEO. LEMOINE, 
Secretary-Tvreasurer. 


Exhibit No. 121h. 


THE Bett TELEPHONE CoMPANY OF CanapbA, LTD., 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE, 
MontrEAL, January 5, 1905. 
Sr. Grorce Lemorne, Esq, 
Secretary-Treasurer Beauce Telephone Company. 
Beauceville, Que. 


Dear Sir,—We regret to learn from your letter of December 28 that your directors 
object to dividing up the exchange territory, giving your company offices south of 
Ste. Marie Beauce, and our company the office of Ste. Marie Beauce. We do not see 
any other way of arriving at an amicable and non-competitive arrangement, but would 
be pleased to receive any suggestions you may have to offer as an alternative. 

We presented to our company your suggestion to give your company Ste. Marie 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Beauce exchange as well as the others, but as we will neither lease nor sell such pro- 
perty, we must decline to entertain this proposition. 
Trusting to hear from you shortly with suggestions, I am, 


Yours truly, 
L. B. McFARLANE, 


General Superintendent. 


Exhibit No. 1211. 
La CoMPAGNIE DE TELEPHONE DE BEAUCE, 
St.. Francois Norp-Est, Brauce, 25 janvier 1905. 
Mr. L. B. McFaruang, 
General Superintendent, 
Montreal. 


Dear Sir,—In answer to your favour of the 5th inst., I must say that our diree- 
tors are preparing a memo. of suggestions to be submitted to your company in view 
of making an arrangement between our two companies, if possible. 


Yours very truly, 


ST. GEO. LEMOINE, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Q. This is, apparently, a draft of an agreement and some correspondence ?—A. I 
think it is. I never saw it. 
Q. You have no personal knowledge of it, but you produce it?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. ‘ Correspondence of the company with any officer or official of the Grand Trunk 
Railway Company, relating to the connections of the People’s Telephone Company of 
Sherbrooke with or upon any of the stations or premises of the Grand Trunk Railway 
Company within the territory within which the People’s Telephone Company operates, 
particularly with reference to the connection with the station at Waterville, Quebee.’— 
A. There is no correspondence. 

Q. You have no correspondence covered by requisition 29. No. 80 asks for ‘ cor- 
respondence with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company or with any other company 
or person with reference to the connection of the Markham and Pickering Telephone 
Company with or upon the station or premises of the Canadian Pacific Company at 
Locust Hill, or at any other point or station upon the line of the Canadian Paaqific 
Railway.’—A. I am informed there is no correspondence. 

Q. No. 31, ‘names and places of residence of the principal officers of the Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada.’ 


THE BELL TELEPHONE CoMPANY OF CANADA. 


List of Principal Officers, May 6, 1905. 


©. F. Sisz, President, Montreal. 

Hon. Ropert Mackay, Vice-President, Montreal. 

Cnas. P. ScLATER, Secretary-Treasurer, Montreal. 

L. B. McFaruane, General Superintendent, Montreal. 

OC. F. Sisz, Jr., Assistant General Superinlendent, Montreal. 

W. H. Writer, General Superintendent of Construction, Montreal. 


Q. Requisition 32, asks for the ‘names and places of residence of the directors of 
the Bell Telephone Company of Canada.’—A. That is correct. 
Q. The list of directors as given by the Company is as follows :— 
Mr; C, F.SISE. 
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Tue BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 
List of Directors (May 6, 1905). 


CG, F. Sisz, Montreal. 

Hon. Ropert Mackay, Montreal. 
Rospert ARCHER, Montreal. 
Hucu Paton, Montreal. 
CHARLES Cassis, Montreal. 

EF. P. Fisu, Boston. 

W. R. Driver, Boston. 

THOMAS Sueewin, Boston. 


That is the Board ?—A. That is correct. 
Mr. Macuiean.—I would like to ask if the Canadian Telephone Company is :n 
existence. 
Mr. Curyster.—No, I am going into that. They went out of existence in 1881, 
or 1882, I understand. 
Q. These are all the requisitions, Mr. Sise. Js there anything that you 
A. There is nothing else. 
—that you wish to put in?—A. We will furnish anything that is required. 
Mr. Maciean.—Would you read those directors of the Bell Telephone over again. 
Mr. Curysier.—f’. P. Fish— 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Is he a director in any other telephone company ?—A. He is president of the 
American Telegraph and Telephone Company. 
Mr. Mac.tean.—Now, the next one. 
Mr. CHRYSLER.—_-W. R. Driver. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Who is he?—A. He is the treasurer. 
Q. Of what?—A. The American Telegraph and Telephone Company. 
Mr. Macrean.—The next one ? 
Mr.CuryYsLER.—Thomas Sherwin. 
Mr. McFar.iane.—He is auditor of th. American Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany. 

* My. Macuean.—The next one? 

Mr. Curysuter.—The other gentlemen are all in Montreal. 

These are all the documents, and I would prefer not to go on any further to-day. 
(Some selection probably will have to be made as to the matter to be printed. I do not 
know that the Committee would desire to print all that. 

The Citarrman.—Mr, Chrysler, you go over them with the clerk. Have any of 
them printed that you desire, and I suppose that any representative of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company should have any of them printed that they desire. 


Examination of Mr. Sise adjourned till Tuesday next. 


e 


Louis JosepuH Turaron, St. Philemon, Bellechasse county, Quebec, sworn, and 
examined in French, and translated by Mr. Bergeron, as follows :— 

I am one of tne directors of the St. Philemon Telephone Company, and an ex- 
president. I am now employed in the Crown Lands Department, in Quebec, and am 
a general stockholder in the company. The telephone company has 39 instruments 
and 30 subscribers who pay, 7 instruments being at the central office. ‘There are 47 
M. L. G. TURGEON. 
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miles of line. The subscribers pay $8 a year. The company charges 15 cents for tele- 
phoning to the next parish, and 25 cents for any other place on their line. The cost 
of the whole line of 47 miles was about $3,000. That would amount to about $70 a 
mile; but the first part of the telephone, when it was constructed, cost us cheaper 
than that. It cost $1,610 for 28 miles. For the last year or two the companay has con- 
nected with the Bell Telephone Company at St. Michel. That is a railway station. 
We have an agreement with the Bell, I think, but I am not quite sure. You can find 
that out from the Bell Company. We have a verbal contract since we made that 
arrangement with them. As far as I can remember, there is an agreement in writing, 
signed by Mr. Dauphin, the manager at Quebec of the Bell Telephone Company. The 
agreement is that we have the advantage, on paying, 25 cents, of carrying our mes- 
sages upon the long-distance line of the Bell Company over to Quebec, and, in ex- 
change for that, the Bell Company use our line to connect with our subscribers for 
messages over their long-distance line. The lines are connected, and you can speak 
directly from one line on to the other. We have two instruments in railway stations, 
one at St. Valier and the other at St. Michel, on the Intercolonial Railway. There is 
no other railway company passing through our territory. The company paid a divi- 
dend of 4 per cent two years ago and until that time. Since then the revenue has 
been employed for the extension of the line. The company was organized in 1897 and 
incorporated in 1898 at Quebec. The capital was $1,500. 

Q. Have you a report for the last year?—A. There was no meeting of shareholders 
last year. I have a statement of the last state of affaire. 

Q. Will you read it?—A. The revenue of 1902 was $1,065.25. ‘The expenditures 
were $997.81, making a profit of $67.44. I cannot tell whether the state of affairs is 
the same this year as at that time, because we have had no meeting and no report from 
the secretary-treasurer. The Bellechasse Telephone Company passes through St. Phile- 
mon. We have only one wire. In the old time we had to call from one parish to 
another parish, but we have changed the system, and now have a switch-board, and 
can, by ringing a certain number, a signal, call a subscriber. We bought our instru- 
ments from the Mechanics’ Supply, of Quebec. We paid between $12 and $15 for 
them. 

The Cuatrman.—Mr. Talbot, you suggested examining Mr. Turgeon. Perhaps 
you would like to ask him a few questions. 

To Mr. Tausor.—When we made our arrangement with the Bell Company, we 
had no disagreement or trouble. So far as I know, it was carried on smoothly. The 
arrangements have been carried on in a satisfactory manner between the manager of 
our company and the local manager of the Bell Company, and since it has been in 
operation, the connection with the Bell Company has worked in a very harmonious 
way. Both companies have accepted the tariff for long-distance. In these messages, 
which are carried on both lines from a long distance, the charge is 40 cents, and out 
of that, 25 cents goes to the Bell Telephone Company, and 15 cents to our company. 
This arrangement has been found to be most satisfactory, and there never was any 
difficulty about it. 

To Mr. Grorrrion.—The people generally are well satisfied with the service. 

Q. Although you give a good service, I ask you how it is that the business does 
not increase, that you still keep about the same number of subscribers, 39 or 40 ?— 
A. The reason why the business does not increase more is because the centres where 
the telephones passes through are not very important, are not business centres, there 
are not very many business people there. We hope to at least increase our business so 
as to pay dividends. 

Mr. Maciean.—I would like to ask the witness if he considered $8 is a reasonable 
charge to pay all expenses and maintain a farmer’s line similar to the one they have ? 

Wirness.—It is really very cheap. I may say that there is a question of increasing 
uur rates to $10. We would rather increase the price to subscribers and be in a posi- 


tion to pay dividends. We think with the $10 rate we could do that. 
Mr. Il.. G. TURGEON. 
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To Mr. Brercrron.—The poles are 25 feet long with a minimum of four inches 
at the small end. They are cedar. They are not as big as the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany’s poles. The poles are about an acre apart. 

To Mr. TatBot.—The reason why our company does not increase much more is be- 
cause the Bellechasse Telephone Company covers nearly all the other parishes. More- 
over, we don’t care much about increasing. We have particularly organized that com- 
pany for our local needs. We particularly had in mind having communication with 
St. Valier, where the Intercolonial station is. 

To Mr. Grorrrion.—The poles were in some instances furnished free by the 
farmers, and sometimes they furnished the poles, and we repaid them in messages—in 
business. I should say that the price of the poles are paid in messages. 

To Mr. Brercrron.—I bought about 200 poles for which I paid about 25 cents 
apiece, and about 20 or 25 poles for which I paid in messages. 

To Mr. Casaratn.—(For the Bell Telephone Company).—We have no connection 
with the Bellechasse Telephone Company, because we are in difficulties with that com- 
pany and in opposition to them. No, they do not cover the same ground, but the 
Bellechasse Telephone Company seems to desire to ruin us. We never put anything 
aside for maintenance nor for depreciation. 


The Committee then adjourned. 


Tuurspay, May 11, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


’The Hon. Fred. P. Tompson, called and sworn: 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. You are a member of the Senate for New Brunswick?—A. Yes. 

Q. Where do you reside?—A. Fredericton. 

Q. Have you any connection with the New Brunswick Telephone Company?—A. I 
am Managing Director and Treasurer of the company. 

Q. When was the New Brunswick Telephone Company organized?—A. In 1888. 

Q. Under what legislation?—A. Under a charter from the provincial legislature. 

Q. Can you refer us to the statute ? 

The CHAIRMAN.—Yes, here it is. 

—A. The chairman has it. 

Q. Chapter 78 of the statutes of 1888. And how did you open business? Did you 
build lines or did you purchase some of the existing companies?—A. We built some 
lines and purchased the interests of the Bell people, the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada. 

Q. That is the company of which Mr. Sise is president?—A. He is president. 

Q. They had been operating in New Brunswick?—A. In two or three towns. 

Q. What was the extent of their operations in New Brunswick when you bought 
them out?—A. They had an exchange in St. John, Fredericton, Moncton and Wood- 
stock. They have no long lines excepting they built, I think, 20 miles of long lines from 
Moncton. 

Q. And these are three of the principal towns in the province?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then what was the capital of the New Brunswick Company when you organized ? 
—A. $100,000 I think was our capital. I have really forgotten, but it is stated in the 
charter. 
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Q. We will find the authorized capital here—$100,000 divided into 2,000 shares of 
$50 each. What were the terms of purchase from the Bell Telephone Company ? 


By the Chairman: 


Q. The agreement, I suppose, is in writing?—A. No, it is just a transfer of their 
interests. We paid $50,000. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. And what did you get for the $50,000, their exchanges?—A. We got their entire 
contro! of New Brunswick so far as their occupation of New Brunswick is concerned. 

Q. And all their plant?—A. All their plant. 

Q. Instruments ?—A. Instruments and everything. 

Q. How many subscribers had they at that time? Do you know?—A. Yes, I think 
I marked that down. They had 374 in St. John, 108 in Fredericton, 81 in Moncton, 
and 82 in Woodstock. 

Q. Did they take paid up stock for their purchase money?—A. They took $25,000 
eash, and stock $25,000. 

Q. I see. The purchase price was $50,000, and $25,000 was in cash and $25,000 in 
paid up stock?—A. Yes, that is right. We could not raise all the money or we would 
have bought them out. 

Q. And do they continue to hold stock in the New Brunswick Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the extent of their holdings now?—A. In the New Brunswick Com- 
pany at the close of last year there were 4,081 $50-shares, making $204,050. They had 
1,382 shares, making $69,100 of stock in the New Brunswick Company. 

Q. The first figure you gave A. Is the total amount. We have a bond issue of 
$100,000 which was closed on April 31. At the end of the year 1904 our stock amounted 
to $204,050, or 4,081 $50-shares. The Bell people had $69,100, or 1,382 shares. 

Q. This is all paid up?—A. This is all paid up stock. We have an issue of $100,000 
of bonds at present, five per cent bonds. 

Q. Bonds at five per cent?—A. Bonds at five per cent. 

Q. You have obtained authority for the increase?—A. By supplementary letters 
patent under the Joint Stock Companies’ Act of New Brunswick. 

Q. What is your authorized capital now4—A. $600,000. 

Q. What is the extent of the business which you now have?—A. I produce a plan 
showing all the lines of the New Brunswick Telephone Company. (Plan _ pro- 
duced and marked Exhibit No. 122). 


By the Chairman : 

Q. What is the issued capital ?—A. $204,050. (Pointing to the plan.) This is 
Fredericton. These are our lines. That shows the copper metallic. That is the iron 
metallic. This is a single wire, and those are 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

Q. Perhaps for the benefit of the stenographer you had better be more explicit. 
Take this broad continued line.—A. That is metallic copper No. 12 standard. 

Q. The continued narrow line ?—A. Is iron metallic. 

Q. And the dotted line ?—A. Is single iron wire. 

Q. This reference plan will show where each of these lines is carried ?—A. This 
is Woodstock. We have a single line of wire up to Bath. 

Q. The name is printed on the plan. Woodstock, yes—A. This is Edmundston, 
Fredericton, St. John, St. Stephen, Moncton, connecting with Nova Scotia there, aud 
North Chatham on the north shore there. 

Q. All these places are indicated on the plan ?—A. And the intermediate stations 
that are on. 

Q. Now, have you local exchanges in more than the three places? Where are your 
local exchanges ?—A. We have a local exchange at St. John. We have 1,761 instru- 
ments there. 
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Q. Yes. Fredericton is the next—A. Fredericton 385; but it had 81 when we 
bought the system; Moncton, 350; St. Stephens, 174, Woodstock, 209; Dorchester, 25; 
Grand Falls, 11. 

Q. What are the rectangular marks ? Do they indicate exchanges ?—A. Where ? 

Q. These squares or rectangles, do they indicate all the places where the exchanges 
are /—A. Yes. 

Q. There is one here now. This is a circle with an inner circle ?—A. That is a 
test station connected with the Chatham Exchange. ‘They are connected with the Cha- 
tham Exchange there. 

Q. Well, is not that your line that is continued through Chatham up to Dalhousie ? 
—A. No, that is proposed construction in the direction of Quebec. We increased our 
capital for the purpose of making these trunk line connections eventually. 

Q. Your line does not extend beyond Chatham *—A. No. 

Q. How are your lines constructed, on the highway ?—.a. On the highway. 

Q. In all cases 2—A. There are one or two places where we go across private pro- 
perty under lease. 

Q. Under special arrangement ?—A. That is it. 

Q. You do not follow the line of railway anywhere ?—A. No, we have no privileges 
on the railway. 

Q. No privileges of that kind ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Has the difference between the $25,000 of paid up stock issued to the Bell Com- 
pany and the present holding been paid for in cash by them ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Paid for in cash 2 Have you any agreement with them in reference to the 
leasing or purchase of instruments ?—A. No, sir. We absolutely control the New 
Brunswick Telephone system as completely as though the Bell had not a dollar of stock 
in the business. 

Q. You are free to buy where you see fit ?—A. In the City of St. John we have 
installed the Kellogg system bought in Chicago and if the Bell could have controlled us 
we would have had the Western Electric or Bell plant. Within two weeks I have 
bought and installed in the town of St. Stephens a Kellogg switchboard at that point. 
We are putting in new apparatus at Moncton and Fredericton. The kind we will 
purchase will be determined entirely upon the business end of it. If it paid us to buy 
from the Bell we would do so; if not we do not buy a dollar’s worth. 

Q. With regard to your connections. You have connection at St. Stephen with 
some lines in Maine?—A. The New England Telegraph Company. The New England 
Telegraph and Telephone Company with head offices at Boston. We connect with the 
Calais exchange there and we have transportation over their long lines for our St. John 
exchange, and do business to Boston. 

Q. What is the system of collections, is it the same as in the case of local fares ? 
—A. We collect our end of it and they collect theirs. 

Q. It is a mere exchange of business?—A. The New England Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Company, the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, the Central Telephone Com- 
pany, the Sackville Telephone Company, the Miramichi Telephone Company, the 
Buctouche Telephone Company and the Stanley Telephone Company. 

Q. What are the names you have just read? Are they all the companies you con- 
nect with?—A. They are farmer’s lines and construction in those points where they 
have put up some single wires, generally a single No. 12 iron wire over their system. I 
want to say right here that in New Brunswick there is not at present an up-to-date 
telephone system excepting this New Brunswick Telephone Company’s proposition. 

Q. Yes?—A. None. The long lines that are there are all more or less made of No. 
12 iron wire, and loaded with from 15 to 25 instruments. In our construction from 
Edmundston all the way through to St. John (St. John is the distributing centre for 
all New Brunswick business), we have run metallic copper with no intermediate in- 
struments between Fredericton and St. John. 

Q. They are long-distance lines?—A. Two of them. And on the line from Fred- 
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ericton to Edmundston, a distance of 200 miles or more, we have Woodstock. This 
copper wire has intermediate stations. 

Q. The plan indicates that?—A. The plan indicates that. But from the Frederic- 
ton to Nova Scotia line, which is Fredericton to St. J ohn, St. John to Moncton and 
Moncton to Nova Scotia, these two metallic coppers have no intermediate telephones 
on. It is a trunk line for general business purposes, to enable business communities 
to reach the centre. Now that is a costly proposition in this way: That metallic copper 
is transposed every short distance, and we tie that line up for five minutes in a con- 
versation for 35 cents, for a distance of 90 miles. Now compare that with the tele- 
graph line, which with an iron wire would send 25 messages and earn $8 or $10 while 
we were earning 35 cents with two copper wires that cost us $11,000 to construct. The 
system we have adopted in New Brunswick has been to build trunk lines, and we have 
given connection to these rural districts and all other companies wherever they desire 
to have it, with the exception of the one ease at Woodstock, where the Union Telephone 
Company does business. But we cannot guarantee over their lines, if we give them con- 
nections, because their lines are filled with telephones having short-distance, and you 
cannot have a successful telephone conversation for any distance over lines that are 
loaded with intermediate telephones, and particularly single wire lines. They are 
susceptible to all sorts of interruptions. 

Q. Is the town of Woodstock, that you spoke of, the town concerning which Dr. 
Ross gave evidence the other day?—A. It is the one that Dr. Ross gave evidence about 
the other day. | 

Q. The Union Company?—A. The Union Company. 

Q. Did you object to giving them connection with your line?—A. In short I would 
like to say this: That the Union Company started at the time they told you. Dr. 
Brown and Dr. Ross ran in a No. 12 copper wire for the purpose of their profession. 
They ran that line of wire through the county of Carleton. We were then in Carleton 
county, the New Brunswick Company occupied Carleton county to the town of Wood- 
stock and along the line up to Bath. 

Q. Did they connect with your company ?—A. Well, they ran then in through the 
back section by this single wire, and made application for connection with us at the 
telephone exchange in Woodstock. ; 


Dr. Stockton, M.P.—Did you not make a mistake in calling it copper wire?—A. 
Yes, it was No. 12 iron wire. They have got some copper wire now, some single copper 
wire, and they have got some short lines metallic. We hada conference with the Union 
Company, and we agreed to take charge of all their business at Woodstock, only asking 
them ten cents on each message for giving them a hundred and some odd subscribers, 
keeping up the exchange, and handling and keeping their business. We allow our 
agents at intermediate stations on our lines 20 per cent. Well, of course, that is just 
simply giving the party an opportunity to talk from the station to some point. But we 
were giving the Union Company the use of our entire exchange in Woodstock for a 
ten-cent rate, taking charge of their messages, keeping their accounts and doing their 
business. 

Q. Ten cents for each message?—A. Ten cents for each message. They concluded 
that was high, but they did not take up the subject any further, and they made up 
their minds that they would drop into Woodstock with an automatic system. Our rates 
in Woodstock at that time were $15 and $10, $25 for the two. We were not giving an 
all-night service. 

Q. $15 for business and $10 for residence ’phones?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman : 4 
Q. Was there not an additional $5 a year for a long-distance transmitter for long- 
distance connections ?—A. No. If a man had any particular business, requiring the 


use of long-distance lines, they were supplied with them free. 
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By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Well, what class of people did you charge the $5 ?—A. Well, we did not have 
any in particular. I do not believe we had a $5 long-distance transmitter in Wood- 
stock, I do not believe we had. We did in Fredericton, and we did in St. John, which 
are larger centres. The Woodstock exchange was only running a day service at that 
time. They did not agree to pay for night and day service. We had at that time 
what you call a single-grounded wire, just a single wire. 

Q. How long ago does that go back ?—A. Up to the time the Union people came 
into Woodstock with their central, automatic exchange. 

Q. I understood that was two or three years ago.—A. Well, I think it is about two 
years ago. Since that time we have reduced the rates on circuit lines. We put a half 
dozen or ten of them on for $5, but we do not give single lines. We maintain the same 
rate that was maintained before for the single wire lines. 

Q. That is $10 and $15 ?—A. Twenty-five dollars for the two. Now in the town 
of Woodstock we were not making any money. ' 

Q. Well there was opposition, I suppose ?—A. And I do not think they are mak- 
ing any money. I do not think either of us is. But we were there and we are not try- 
ing to crowd them out. They are simply there to distribute the New Brunswick Tele- 
phone Company at a point where the telephone service was lower than given in any 
part of the world, I was going to say, $15 and $10 for an exchange service, and at the 
present time taking from the—— 

Q. Can you tell us what has been the effect upon your business ? What number 
of subscribers had you when they came in there ? Or can you tell us ?—A. The num- 
ber of subscribers we have now and the number they have from the published list of 
subseribers is this : The Union Telephone Company, under the automatic have 49 
business and 52 residence, that would be 101. I think that differs with Mr. Ross’ state- 
ment, but this was taken the night before I left home, from the published list of sub- 
scribers. Now, as to the New Brunswick Company, we have 86 business and 110 resi- 
dence, making 200 practically. Now the business people in Woodstock who have both 
the Union and the New Brunswick number 46, and they only have 49 altogether. There 
are 46 business houses in Woodstock that have 46 New Brunswick telephones and 46 
Union. They have three business men in the town of Woodstock 

Q. Who have got their telephones ?—A. That have got their telephones. There 
are 24 residences that have both telephones. 

Q. What was the proposition you made to them that you say was not accepted ?— 
A. Ten cents a message to handle and give them the benefit of the entire Woodstock 
exchange and connections with all the business. 

Q. What do you mean by handling messages ?—A. Delivering it to any customer 
in the city of Woodstock. 
Q. That was to call up from any part /—A. Anywhere over their own system. 

Q. The Union line could have messages ?—A. He could talk with 86 business peo- 
ple and 110 residences. 

Q. Ten cents for each message ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, what privilege would they have, if any, with regard to long-distance 
lines, would their message or conversation have to be repeated ?—A. It would over 
their line. It would not if their lines were sufficiently good to be able to talk over them. 
They could not reach St. John over their own service but they would get the same con- 
nection through, that any other subscriber would. All their subscribers would get con- 
nection with our entire long line system on exactly the same terms as ouy own patrons. 

Q. If they had a line ?—A. That they could use for that purpose. 

Q. You have spoken now of the cost of the Union Company at Woodstock. Are 
there any other places where you are giving to any company of the same character the 
privilege of connection with your line, and if so, upon what terms are you doing it ?— 
A. Oh, yes. There is the Central Company, in which Mr. MacRae, who gave evidence 
here, is one of the shareholders. 
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Q. Alexander W. MacRae?—A. Yes, sir. We have a contract with them. I wired 
for it, and when it reaches here I will be very glad to place it in the hands of the com- 
mittee. 

Q. Where are their lines situated —A. They are situated all through here. This 
will be King’s county (pointing to map). ‘Their head office is in Sussex. 

. Q. Sussex is there 2—A. We have sold them that exchange. We have sold them 
that exchange and taken stock-in their company, some amount of stock, and we take 
care of all their business. They have lines that reach Fredericton and they have lines 
that reach St. John all through here. They are rural lines on single wire copper. 

Q. And you have an agreement with them which you will produce later ?— 
A. Which we will! produce later. 

Q. Well you have said that their lines are single wire copper :—A. Yes. 

Q. Is that a requirement that you make that their lines should be copper before 
you make connection with them ’—A. No, we have consented to this connection 
because practically they go to our central office and their lines do business either with 
St. John or Fredericton. If they fail to give a good service it is not at all chargeable to 
our system, it is entirely due to their line, and then if they go across and talk elsewhere 
on our long line 

Q. They do business through one of your exchanges ?—A. One of our exchanges. 
Why the public knew that the service on our metallic line is as good as it is possible to 
get under any telephone system but if they ‘fail in these other lines why 

~ Q. You are not alarmed at the danger of having the good name of your company 
injured by it ’—A. No, sir. 

Q. You feel that you can take care of it +A. We feel that we can take care of it. 

Q. And you give good connection regardless of that 2—A. We make it a point to 
have good connection. 

Q. What would you ask if a company were to come to you to-morrow and ask to 
have connection with your line, what would you ask ? In the first place are there any 
requirements as to standard lines and instruments to be used, and secondly, as to the 
tolls 7—A. Well, we have never made any restrictions. We have tried to give them a 
service no matter what line they built or what they would do; they could come into our 
stations and get connection by paying the same as any other patron would from those 
points. I might say that on our long lines there is no one, not even a director of the 
company has the right to use our wire, without paying a regular tariff rate. 

Q. Do you mean that an additional toll is charged to every subscriber ?—A. It is 
always a toll service. So that no man can come in and prevent any other man from 
_ getting our long lines and we have never yet in any case permitted the use of our long 
lines upon a rental tariff. 

Q. Well, has the subscriber then any privilege in regard to the long lines, that is toll 
lines ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. They are given no greater privileges than any one else ?—A. No, sir, the direc- 
tors have no free pass over the New Brunswick Telephone Company’s lines. No fran- 
chise of that kind has been given. I pay for my messages. Strictly telephone business 
messages are excepted but my other messages I pay for the same as any one else. 

Q. With regard to long-distance lines you have answered my question. But sup- 
posing people wanted to come in the same as at Woodstock and exchange business with 
those who are subscribers over your local exchange ?—A. In that case for ten cents 
they get the free use of our exchange. 

Q. You would be willing to do that ?—A. We offered to da that. 

Q. In such a case would you make any requirements, would you impose a standard 
as to the instruments or lines of the connecting company ?—A. No, sir, we have not 
done so but I think it would be proper in the common interest of the people if we had 
done so. 

@. Apart from your practice what would you think would be reasonable for the 
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giving of connections ‘—A. It ought to be a metallic copper wire to give a good service 
for the telephone. 

~ Q. It would be reasonable, you think, for a company situated as your’s is, dealing 
with a smaller company, to ask that they should have such a wire ?—A. Well, as I 
stated before, our long lines are admitted all through New Brunswick to be an up to 
date first class system, and if we consented to give them connection and they did not 
keep up their line we would perhaps be unable to collect the rate for them and would 
lose the whole thing. 

Q. But you have as a matter of practice connected with cheaper lines, with iron 

wire lines ?—A. Yes, sir. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Are all their lines copper ?—A. Iron wire most of them are. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Are your own wires copper ?—A. Our wires are all copper over our system, with 
one metallic or iron, with one single short line iron wire. We have two metallic coppers 
from the city of St. John to Fredericton, and there are no instruments between these 
points. From St. John to Moncton two metallic copper, from Fredericton to Edmunds- 
ton one metallic copper, and from Fredericton to Chatham one metallic copper and 
metallic iron wire No. 9. 


Py the Chairman: 


Q. I mean rural lines——A. We have not any rural lines. 

Q. You have no rural lines?—A. We are practically the trunk line system of New 
Brunswick. We have not gone out after it, we have not touched that side of the pro- 
blem at all, but we have picked up rural lines wherever they have come near us except 
in this one case. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Of the Union Company, Woodstock?—A. The Union Company, Woodstock. 

Q. And judging from the map which you have here the iron wire is used for 
A. The intermediate. 

Q. Intermediate points’—A. We originally started with single iron wires, but it 
did not take very long to determine that business could not be done over such wires, so 
we doubled them up, and put in copper also. 

Q. That is metallic?—A. Those are all metallic. 

Q. The iron is metallic circuits?—A. Yes, we use these two wires, put them to- 
gether. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Are the wires for private subscribers copper?—A. No, sir. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. The wires in the local exchanges from your central office to the subscribers in 
any one of these towns are iron, I suppose?—A. They are in all the towns excepting 
the city of St. John. When we purchased the plant they were iron, but in St. John 
the moisture, and the salt and the smoke would soon cause the iron wire to rust, and it 
will not last any time. We have to change in the city of St. John to a metallic circuit, 
installing a Kellogg central energy system, with a copper wire to each subscriber through- 
out the whole city. The city of St. John, if I may be allowed to say so, is peculiarly 
situated. Any one who has been there will know that the harbour backs up through 
the city, and to reach their shipping port we have to cross with four and a half miles 
of cable to get round to a point that is three-quarters of a mile distant from the central 
exchange. 

Q. To get to what poirt?—A. We have to cross the harbour here. 
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Q: You mean over to Carleton?—A. To Carleton. I am speaking of St. John, and 
I would like to name the rates we have there. In that city we have a rate with our 
metallic circuit central energy system of $40, and $23.50, not $25, as stated. The latter 
rate is for residence and the $40 for business ’phones, with a discount of 5 per cent for 
prompt cash payment on both of these, or two at $60 with a discount of 5 per cent. 

Q. Two telephones to one subscriber?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Making a net rate of $577—A. Yes. In St. John we have a conduit there of 
2,000 feet. There has been an estimate placed before the committee as regards build- 
ing and constructing exchanges. 

Q. 1 was about to ask you that, I did not know whether you had that information? 
—A. In the city of St. John, I have not the details, but where they put down $2.50 for 
setting down poles, it has cost us $9 or $10 to blast rock and to set in rock, the con- 
struction there is so expensive. 

Q. No one spoke of the cost of setting poles in St. John ?—A. Well, there was an 
estimate given here as to the probable cost of a telephone plant in St. J ohn, under the 
_ application made by the council. | 

Q. Well, what are your figures as to the cost? Can you tell us what the exchange 
at St. John has cost? The whole outfit there?—A. I cannot give you that definitely. 
We scrapped the old exchange there. 

Q. How long ago?—A. Well, about three years ago. 

Q. What do you mean when you say you ‘scrapped the whele exchange’? What 
did you have to take out?—-A. Everything practically. We built a new building at a 
cost of $31,000, and we put in a central energy Kellogg system there. 

Q. Of-course, the outside construction is all right?—A. Well, there was only a 
single wire, what they call the McClure system, a return ground wire. We had not the 
metallic system in St. John at that time. There was a single wire to subscribers and 
a return wire. We connected a lot of subscribers, and it was a kind of half metallic 
arrangement. 

Q. That was taken away?—A. That had to be taken away. 

Q. Your poles——A. Our poles were all right, but we built 2,000 feet of conduit 
under ground. ; 

Q. Have you your annual report ?—A. I have the annual report for the last year, 
but I would like that this be copied and given back to me, because it is the official re- 
port, signed by the president of the company. 

Q. Well, this is the report, but the accompanying statement ?—A. The financial 
statement for the year is in that report to the shareholders. 

Q. Are you making dividends for your shareholders ?—A. We have been paying 
8 per cent. 

Q. For how long ?—A. After the first two or three years we paid 8 per cent. 

Q. All but the first two or three years ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have allowed 5 per cent for depreciation of plant, can you give us any in- 
formation as to what is the proper amount to allow ?—A.. No, sir, that is a difficult 
problem. This present year our experience has been that 15 per cent would be required 
gn our long-distance system. We had two or three storms last fall and eight miles of 
three metallic circuit line, poles and wire, were razed to the ground, the whole of it, 
and we suffered severe loss on that, so that for depreciation the present year will be 
large, and I am not at all certain that we will have any dividend or anything left at all. 

Q. That is, the loss from storm is large ?—A. The loss from storms, sir. We had 
at one time a severe storm in St. John, which caused $6,000 loss on line. 

Q. That was in 1904 ?—A. That was last winter, so far as the long lines trouble 
referred to. 

Q. The last winter ?—A. Yes, last winter. 

Q. In 1904, you did pay 8 per cent ?—A. Yes. 
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DIRECTORS’ REPORT. 
FREDERICTON, N.B., April 30, 1904, 


To the Shareholders of the New Brunswick Telephone Company, Limited : 


Your directors beg leave to submit for your information, their sixteenth annual 
report of the business of the company for the year ending the thirtieth day of April, 
A.D., nineteen hundred and four. . 

The total number of instruments in use on the 30th day of April, 1903, was 2,608, 
distributed as follows: St. John, 1,534; Moncton, 276;. Fredericton, 354; Woodstock, 
116; St. Stephen, 151; Shediac, 24; Dorchester, 24; Sussex, 38; private lines, 19; trunk 
lines, 72. 

The total number of instruments in use on the 30th day of April, 1904, was 2,787, 
distributed as follows : St. John, 1,607; Moncton, 307; Fredericton, 380; Woodstock, 
139; St. Stephen, 153; Shediac, 23; Dorchester, 28; Sussex, 44; St. Andrews, 24; pri- 
vate lines, 10; trunk lines, 72; making an increase of 179 for the year. 

The financial condition of the company is as follows : The total earnings from all 
sources amounted to $88,372.99. The total disbursements for the same period for oper- 
ating, repairs, reconstruction, insurance, management, directors, taxes, interest, legal 
expenses, &c., amounted to $58,747.48, leaving the result of the year’s operations the sum 
of $29,625.51, out of which the December and June dividends, amounting to $16,324, 
and 5 per cent for depreciation of plant, $10,000 was paid, showing a net surplus of 
$3,301.51. 

The amount expended on and charged to capital account was $29,263.49, of which 
amount the sum of $14,362.19 was expended on long lines, viz.: Extending the line 
from Bath to Grand Falls, and running copper and metallic from Grand Falls to Wood- 
stock, at an outlay of $10,941.89. Running copper circuit from St. John to Sussex, 
$2,306.25. Running’ an iron wire from Moncton to Sackville, $464.44. Running me- 
tallic copper wire from Woodstock to Houlton, $920.11. 

The sum of $10,865.22 was expended in St. John, and the sum of $1,164.69 was 
expended in opening up a new exchange in St. Andrews, the balance being expended 
in the several exchanges to meet the natural growth of the business. 

Your directors have under consideration during the coming season of construct- 
ing a line from Canterbury Station to Meductic, connecting at that point with our 
system to Woodstock, Fredericton, &c.; of extending our trunk line from Grand Falls 
to Edmundston, and of installing exchanges in the two last named places, and of con- 
structing a copper metallic circuit between Fredericton and St. John and Frecericton 
and Chatham; and the construction of new exchanges and buildings at Moncton, St. 
Stephen and Fredericton. 

It may be that this work will not all be completed inside of the next two years, 
but it will be proceeded with as expeditiously as the company’s business will warrant 
them in doing. 

It was resolved by your directors that the present financial conditions of the com- 
pany’s business would warrant them in declaring a cash dividend of 4 per cent upon 
the paid-up capital stock of the company for the six months ending the 30th day of 
April, A.D. 1904. 

Dividend to be paid on and after the 15th day of June next. 


Respectfully submitted. 
AND. G. BLAIR, 
President. 
W. E. SmirH, 
Secretary. 
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Q@. Can you give us any figures as to the cost of construction of long-distance 
lines /—A. Our copper wire, we are building metallic copper, that cost $150 per mile 
for most places. 

Q. That is for one double copper wire ?—A. Double copper wire; it depends some- 
what on the locality, there are places in New Brunswick where the cost will be higher 
than this. We get our poles very cheaply up in this direction (Edmundston) (point- 
ing to map), but as we got down here (again pointing to map) we had transportation 
to pay, and our poles cost us very much more. 

Q. ‘ Down here’ means on the line from St. John to Moncton ?—A. Yes, or Fred- 
ericton to St. Jehn. 

Q. In the southerly part of the province ?—A. Yes, it makes quite a difference, 
some $25 or $30 a mile. 

Q. In the northern parts of the province poles are cheaper, and that reduces the 
cost. It makes a great difference, according to the different parts of the province in 
which the line is erected ?—A. Yes, practically we have to get them all from the north- 
ern part and bring them down to the southern part of the province. We have been 
able to put up a mile of metallic copper for $150. 

-‘Q. That is for poles and wire ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That has nothing to do with your office equipment ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You have told us that on the southeast you have connection with the Nova 
Scotia Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And your arrangement with Nova Scotia, is it similar to that for your connec- 
tion with the United States ?—A. Yes, sit. 

Q. The same local rates?—A. Yes, we have a connection to Halifax, and all over 
Nova Scotia, and over these copper wires we can talk with them. 

Q. An exchange of business?—A. Yes, and we make monthly reports of the 
business. 

By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. Had you any business at the time you bought out the Bell Telephone Company ? 
—A. Had we any? ~~ 

Q. Yes, were you in business?—A. We had some poles purchased and a subscribers’ 
list, but were not in business. 

Q. How long had you been in business?—A. Oh, not six months before we bought 
the Bell. 

Q. Who made the first advance? The Bell or you?—A. I think we did, I think we 
told them they ought to get out of New Brunswick. 

Q. Did you put any free phones in Woodstock?—A. To the city, the city has four 
or five phones. 

Q. But no one else?—A. No, sir, they are practically free, pretty nearly free at $5. 

Q. Would you be willing to exchange with the Union Telephone Company on the 
same terms as with any other company ?—A. We tried to do it, we offered to do it, as 
with other companies, but they had the bee in their bonnet that there was money in 
the business. 

Q. But did you offer to exchange?—A. Yes, we offered to, there is not a company 
in New Brunswick that cannot do business with our company on the same terms as we 
do with that one. We would do it with all of them. 

Q. A former witness spoke of an iron metallic and a copper metallic circuit, what 
is the difference between that and a copper metallic?—A. It is just the same, the 
metallic is just simply a complete circuit between two points, you can use both iron 
or copper to make a metallic circuit, we have metallic iron and metallic copper. 

Q. The use of the word metallic, would that mean copper?—A. Not necessarily, it 
may be two copper wires or it may be two iron wires. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. When you bought out the Bell system did you have an arrangement with them 
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that they were not to invade your territory?—A. No, sir. If they do not think we are 
using them properly they have the right to go there. 

Q. They have the right?—A. Yes. 

-Q. Who compose your directors now?—A. There is Mr. Blair, who is president, 
and Mr. Stockton is a director, Mr. Fawcett a director, Mr. J. L. Black is a director, 
Mr. Whitehead, of Fredericton, is a director, and Mr. Sise is a director. 

Q. And yourself?—A. And myself, I happen to be a director and treasurer. 

Q. Have you a list of the shareholders here?—A. No, sir, I have not. 

Q. In Woodstock, did you say your rates at present are $15 and $102?—A. For an 
individual wire we maintain that rate, but we made a circuit rate, that is put a half a 
dozen subscribers on a wire, and we gave that at $5. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. That is a party wire?—A. Yes, but we have not any party wires at St. J ohn, 
at Fredericton, or anywhere else but Woodstock. : 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. You reduced rates at Woodstock?—A. On party lines, that is a rural system 
practically. 

Q. What are your rates at Fredericton ?—A. $20 and $15, $35 for two. 

Q. Is there any local condition that would make the rates necessarily higher there 
than in Woodstock ?—A. Well, they ought to be higher in Woodstock. I do not want 
any more Woodstock, we tried, but could not get it, for when you have established 
a plant and poles and wires you have to stay. You cannot pick it up and take it away, 
and it means eventually, as with all these business propositions, that there will be an 
absorption or a coming together to live, you cannot live on it. I may, however, say 
that they cannot make any money, nor we are not able to make any, but the people of 
Woodstock are, and they are keeping us there, and I think they will continue to keep 
us there. 

Q. You attribute that to competition?—A. Yes, we were there first, and established 
our line, our long-distance line up there, and we started to do business, and I do not 
think it is any breach of confidence to say that arrangements are practically under con- 
sideration with Senator Baird by which a business arrangement will be made with them. 
He is in touch with us, and he is one of the members of that Union Company. There 
is not any doubt that we are willing to do business with them if there is any chance 
to do it. 

Q. Has there been any demand on your company for an extension of the rural 
telephone system?—A. No, we have not touched that, it is a big proposition. It is a 
problem that I think perhaps we might consider later. Our object has been to get these 
through trunk lines there simply for the business of St. John, which is the great dis- 
tributing centre, and to give connection with all the other business centres and to make 
it as easy for the business men at all these points to talk with other points as they could 
across this table. 

Q. Have you had any experience at all with the automatic ?—A. We have had 
none, except that I am getting it in Woodstock through the other company, they have 
one there. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You are getting it indirectly ?—A. Yes, but it is from practical experience from 
the other company. 


By Mr. Roche : 


Q. You do not know whether it is a success or not ?—A. I think it very successful 
and satisfactory. There is one feature about it, and that is if you call up on the auto- 
matic and the subscriber happens to be away and does not answer you have no means 
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of telling whether you fail to get an answer because he is away, or whether it is because 
the line is out of condition. It is not so ready a system as the central energy, but it is 
less expensive of course. I think I have the number of operators that we have now at 
our exchanges. In the city of St. John we have thirty operators. That is for the 176 
subscribers, and we give a service night and day all the time. In Fredericton we have 
seven, in Moncton seven, in Woodstock three and in St. Stephen three; that is the 
number of operators we have. Then when you have a system like ours, a trunk line 
system, we have to keep a staff of men, a large staff, always ready to go out over these 
lines. There are always difficulties with these lines; a tree falls on the wire and we 
attend to our system as quickly as a railway does to a break. We keep a first-class 
system. With regard to this rural telephone business I am satisfied that it ought to 
belong to another corporation, that is a business by itself; you might work a single wire 
or a half dozen or twenty instruments on it, and you could not make an efficient ser- 
vice and particularly so because any one man has the right to cut in when he likes, 
cannot even when other parties are speaking and no one can control it. Under our 
system a man cut in in that way. 

Q. The rates at Woodstock you say, do not pay, you are not making any money ?— 
A. No. 

Q. Are they lower than the Union Company’s rates ?—A. They are the same 
rates, but they are lower on the circuit wire, the Union Company cannot work that same 
system on their automatic exchanges. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

Q. You are referring to the party lines ?—A. Yes, they cannot work the party line 
on the automatic, but they do on the long line, but we can work it in the town of Wood- 
stock and they are doing it out in the country. Our trunk line rates are 25 cents for the 
first 50 miles and the conversation is for five minutes, but that is long and I think prob- 
ably that will be changed. 

Q. And what proportion for longer distances 7—A. Five cents for each 25 miles, 
that is 35 cents per 100. Here is our schedule of trunk line rates. 

Q. You can put that in—A. From Fredericton to Amherst, 227 miles, it is 70 
cents, and to Andover, 124 miles, it costs 60 cents. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. For five minutes conversation ?—A. For five minutes. 


Exhibit No 124. 
THE NEW BRUNSWICK TELEPHONE COMPANY, LIMITED. 


TRUNK LINE RATES. 


From Fredericton to the following offices : 
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By Mr, Hicsietee : 


Q. You have already referred to the difference. between the expense of operating 
by telegraph and by telephone can you give us any information as to the difference 
between the earnings of the wires operating on the different principles?—A. Yes. 

@. What is the difference ?—A. I should think that the question as between the 
telegraph and telephone it must be 80 per cent in favour of the telegraphs. 

Q. What are the reasons that make it more expensive ?—A. In the first place you 
will require an exchange with operators and we will take for instance between Frederic- 
ton and St. John, a distance of 90 miles with a telephone you have to put up two cop- 
per wires and it will tie up those two wires for five minutes for 35 cents when the tele- 
graph companies would by their duplex or other systems be able to send 8, or 10, or even 
20 messages in that five minutes over iron wire, that does not cost nearly as much money. 

Q. Then you cannot compete with the telegraph except for short messages ?— 
A. Except that you can converse, and as far as the financial end of it-is concerned the 
telephone cannot compete. 

Q. I wanted to ask you a question that I had overlooked about the railway company 
to Woodstock ? Have you had any trouble with the Union Company in regard to exclu- 
sive rights there?—A. No. 

@. Have you an agreement with the railway company ?—A. Yes, we have a con- 
tract with the railway company, I have not a copy with me, I suppose it was put in. 

Q. It was put in yesterday by Mr. Sise?—A. We have an instrument there, and we 
have had that for years. We put that into business shape in 1904, just at the time the 
Union people cume in there with their exchange. We did that practically as a business 
proposition. But. while we have an exclusive right the Union people run from Wood- 
stock up the river in company with our line and away up there, and our line runs 
there also. We have consented to their having instruments at Grand Falis, Andover, 
Perth, Bath, Bristol and Grand Falls. There is the only one point that we resisted 
their having the privilege. 

Q. That is at Woodstock?—A. That is at Woodstock, and there are only three 
business men on their exchange that have not the N.B. telephone. Theve are only three 
business men using their line that cannot reach the railway station by ’phone. 

Q. They can do so by using your line ?—A. By using our line. 

Q. Well, that is the situation, but I suppose it is an advantage or you would not’ 
desire to preserve it?—A. Well, they think it is, but we have, as I stated before— 
arrangements are under consideration with Senator Baird by which they are likely to 
‘put their telephone in there. 
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Q. Do you think that a rural telephone system would be a public convenience ?— 
A. Oh, yes, there is no question about that, but I do not think that it belongs to our 
work. 

Q. You are not catering to that business?—A. We never have, I think it is an 
entirely separate work, and a big enough work for another organization. 

Q. Do you think it would be a great convenience to people in the rural districts? 
—A. I have no doubt of it. 

_ Q. That it is a public want?—A. That the public really need it, but they could 
put up with a service that we could not give on our system. 

Q. But as an observer, you think, it would be greatly to the public interest of 
those in the rural districts if they could have it?—A. A telephone service. 

Q. Yes?—A. Undoubtedly. It is one of the greatest public utilities you could 
have. It is of course growing very rapidly over in the State of Maine, and to some 
extent in New Brunswick. 

Q. It is in many parts of the States ?—A. I know their prices, and what they 
charge; they get higher rates there than we could get in our country, but then, of 
course, in these rural systems they do not ask for the same close attention to their 
wires as we do on our trunk lines. 

Q. How would some regulating body be for the purpose of making arrangements 
for interchange of traffic, nr would one company be able to arrange for an interchange 
of business with another ?—A. Well, so far as our exchange, and our company goes 
we are always willing to accept it. Of course if two rural or opposition telephones 
sprung up in a district the one that is first on the ground or that gets connection first 
might ask that we would not connect with any other line in that district, that is for 
their protection. We drop into that trouble very often. For instance, if one company 
has a connection with our line and another one comes into the district they will gen- 
erally ask us not to give connection to anybody else, because they are always afraid of 
opposition. 

Q. You recognize it as a public convenience if one line would interchange business 
with a connecting line?—A. I do, certainly. 

Q. But supposing one of those companies is unwilling to, how would you get over 
such a difficulty?—A. Well we would : 

Q. Supposing you wanted to interchange with a connecting line, and that line js 
unwilling?—A. Well, we would build another line, but it would be a waste of capital. 

Q. That is the way you would suggest out of the difficulty?—A. That is the only 
way 1 know of. 

Q. But could not that be obviated?—A. There could be created, I suppose, a power 
that could exercise jurisdiction. 

Q. You spoke a little while ago about companies using each other’s lines?—A. 
Yes, if we had some power that would say, this utility is valuable to the people to pre- 
vent anything of that kind, it would be in the common interest of the people. 

Q. Provided there is some regulating power ?—A. Yes. 

Q. I observe there is a controlling power in New Brunswick?—A. It is an open 
guestion, we haa a monopoly of the long lines there for ten years; we did not build 
them all at the time. 

Q. Well, in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia I understand there is a general law 
whereby the government can control the local rates?—A. Well, that is in our Act, 
there is something like that, but by comparison with Canada, the United States, or any 
other part of the whole world our rates are low. 

Q. But where we find companies that will not mutually interchange, there is 
either a deadlock or there must be some solution of it?—A. Yes. 

Q. What would be your suggestion as to the solution, instead of having to build 
a competing line as you say and wasting capital; have some government control?—A. 
Gcvernment control, I do not know of anything else. 
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Q. That is the only way out of it. Just one word about the price of instruments. 
1 suppose you equip your lines with the best modern instruments?—A. Yes, we do. 

Q. What does it cost, what do you have to pay for instruments!—A. We have been 
buying a great many Kellogg, American instruments. 

Q. What do they cost laid down in New Brunswick ?—A. $138. 

Q. Duty and all?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Does that cover the fallowing supplies: Telephone, bell, telephone cord, battery 
and lightning arrester ?—A. Without the lightning arrester, yes sir. There is no battery 
with the central energy system, there is no battery with the telephone, the power is 
provided in the central energy. 

Q. And so you get all these except the lightning arrester ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What will the bridging magnet sets cost?—A. From $12 to $15 according to the 
power, for 500, or 1,000 or 2,000. 


By Mr. Lafleur (for Bell Telephone Company): 


Q. Senator Thompson, you said you had been obliged to ‘scrap’ your plant in St. 
John, did you get anything for that ‘scrap’?—A. Oh, well, we are using some of the 
instruments and we have sold quite a lot to those rural companies at $7 a piece, we have 
dene that. 

Q. But apart from the instruments, were you able to utilize the ‘scrap’ at all?’— 
A. Very little, the boards were of no use, we had to store them, and are dead stock. 

Q. Woodstock is your only competing point?—A. It is the only place where there 
is opposition, Woodstock. 

Q. You do not as a matter of fact connect with any competing line?—A. We have 
not any competing lines, no. 

Q. So that you have not considered how far your company would be justified in 
giving connection to a competing line?—A. No, it has never been a problem to be dealt 
with, and we have never dealt with it. We have dealt with everybody in sight. 

Q. I suppose you recognize it would be a serious problem to consider, as far as the 
policy of the company is concerned ?—A. Yes, where we have made business connections 
with these companies, it has always been part of the contract that we will not interfere 
with their business, and that they will not interfere with ours or connect with other 
lines at that point. 

Q. You would not think it proper that you should be asked to exclude your sub- 
scribers in order to enable a competitor to speak over your line?—A. No, we have never 
had a ease of that kind. 

Q. But you can easily see that such an occasion may arise when the system ex- 
tends farther over the country ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Does the Bell Telephone Company in any way control the New Brunswick 
Company or interfere with it?—A. Not in any sense. 

Q. Could it be properly stated that the Bell Telephone Company are doing business 
under your name in New Brunswick?—A. They certainly are not. 

Q. Is there any connection at all beyond the fact that Mr. Sise happens to be a 
director in both companies, and that the Bell Telephone Company holds stock in your 
company ?—A. That is all, Mr. Sise has not attended a meeting of the directors of the 
New Brunswick Telephone Company in the last four years. 

Q. Have they ever attempted to control the tolls of your company?—A. They 
never have. 

Q. Could they do it if they desired?—A. They have not the power. How could 
they any more than any individual stockholder? 

Q. You have friendly relations with them, I suppose?—A. We buy from them and 
make quite a lot of purchases from the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. You buy from them the same as from anybody else?—A. We have bought 
copper, although we knew that the Bell company had copper, we have bought copper 
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from Eugene Phillips, manufacturing company of the United States and Montreal. We 
know that the Bell Company have copper, but we buy from any company. 
Q. You buy from the cheapest and best market?—A. Always. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Are there any complaints from the town of Woodstock?—A. We never had any, 
only from the other company. 

Q. You have had no complaints from other people as to the nature of the service ?— 
A. Not with respect to the service, sometimes they would like to have lower rates. The 
great trouble I find in the telephone business is the leakage. If we were paid for every 
time the telephone is put in service by individuals we could reduce the rates. Our con- 
tracts say is to put a telephone in a man’s office for his own use, but the trouble is that 
its use is not confined to his business, that everyone uses it, we all do it. In that way 
we lose very heavily, the leakage is estimated at as much as 40 per cent in that way, 
and it is because the people do not think it is any harm to go into an office and use the 
telephone, although they may not be subscribers. 

Q. The rates in Woodstock were lower than in any other place ?—A. They always 
were, before we had any oppusition; that has always been the case. 

Q. But you will admit that it is lower than at other places ?—A. You know we 
gave them that rate, but we only gave them a day service, it was shut off at 8 o’clock 
and there was no service on Sunday, and they were satisfied with that before the other 
company came there. Now we give them a night and day service, and it is entirely 
owing to the fact that there is opposition. 

Q. Do you think that the town of Woodstock is benefitted by reason of the opera- 
tion of the two telephones ?—A. I doubt it, from the fact that the business men are 
all carrying two telephones now instead of one. With the exception of three business 
men they all have both telephones. 

Q. And as a result of having two telephones there, they are probably paying more 
for their telephone service than if they had a first class telephone service. If there was 
2 single telephone service in Woodstock they would probably pay less for telephones 
than they are paying to-day ?—A. In a good many places they are now. 


By Mr. Lafleur : 


Q. Did I understand you to say that in order to secure a good long-distance ser- 
vice the connection lines should be metallic ?—A. I did, certainly. 

Q. Did you also say, I think you began to say, when you were interrupted, that 
they should also have standard instruments ?—A. Oh, certainly, it is very important 
that they should have standard instruments, good instruments. 

Q. Otherwise a good service could not be guaranteed on the trunk lines?—A. No. 


Witness retired. 


Dr. A. A. Stockton, M.P., St. John, N.B., called and sworn. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You might tell us what you know about this system in St. John.—A. I am one 
of the directors and legal adviser of the New Brunswick Company. I have been a dir- 
ector from the beginning. We installed a new system in St. John about three or four 
years ago. It is a very difficult place to install a system, to put in the poles, in con- 
sequence of what Senator Thompson said. It is rock foundation and it is very expen- 
sive, however, the system was installed and so far as I know the people of St. John are 
perfectly satisfied with the service that we give except that they would like to get the 


charges a little lower. That is all I have to say, Mr. Chairman. 
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._By Mr. Roche: 

Mr. Jounston.—The question arose yesterday before the committee as to whether 
the Bell 2—A. When? 

Q. When you started the company ?—A. We started the company because we 
thought there should be an independent telephone company in New Brunswick. 

Q. Competition would be of benefit to the people —A. And the service at that 
time in St. John was not what we considered an up-to-date service or a good service 
for the community, 

Mr. Jounston.—The question arose yesterday before the committee as to whether 
or not certain officers of the New Brunswick Telephone Company should be brought here 
to give evidence. As far as I am concerned, I think the evidence of Senator Thompson 
and Dr. Stockton is sufficient to enable us to discharge certain officers who are expected 
to come here. 


Ordered that the secretary be relieved of attendance. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. Epwarp Cocurane, M.P., called and sworn. 
By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Mr. Cochrane, there is a letter here from Mr. Nesbitt of Brighton. You are 
acquainted with him ?—A. Yes, very well. 

Q. He is making some complaints with reference to the charges by the Bell for 
long-distance. Are you acquainted with anything in connection with this letter?—A. 
I cannot give you any information in reference to his business transaction or to the 
charges he makes. All that I can say is that that information is undoubtedly correct. 
He is a man of integrity and has one of the largest canning factories there is in Canada. 

Q. Would you tell ws in your own words any difficulties you are aware of in con- 
nection with this system in your constituency or in your town?—A. I have not lived 
long enough in Brighton to hear very many complaints. The complaint that we have in 
connection with the telephone system in that section of the country is the fact that we 
cannot get messages conveyed from the local telephone. If you will remember the evi- 
dence of Mr. Wade, who came from that section of country, he has got a line that runs 
several miles, a distance somewhere in the neighbourhood of 20 miles or more to Wark- 
worth, and he has connections all along through the country. Well, I will give you 
a case of my own. This line goes to Brighton, and if I wanted to telephone, as many 
of us do, to Colborne for a doctor, we could not get a message from Brighton to Colborne 
without having some person there to take the message from one office to another. 

(). And this is because the Bell Company refuse an interchange of traffic ?—A. 
That is what I understand. I do not know that personally, but I know there is a post 
office called Edville, close to my place, and although the Bell telephones run alongside 
within four rods of the post office they would not give us communication with that office. 
I never could see why, for if I was willing to pay for a message from Brighton to Col- 
borne, I could not get connection with Colborne although there was a line there. I 
have heard it said that they refused to transmit messages for the local rate. We were 
not disposed to ask them to do that at all. What we felt a grievance was that we could 
not send a message to Brighton and have connection over the Bell telephone to send it 
to Colborne or Trenton by paying their rates from Brighton to Colborne or Cobourg 
say. 

Q. It is not a question of not being willing to pay an adequate rate?—A. Not at 
all. Anybody can see—you will realize it forcibly—the people sick in that section often 
want communication with doctors or with business men, and that sort of thing. It is 
a great deal easier to pay whatever the charges were from Brighton to Colborne, where 
we have a local line rather than drive out to Colborne, and we would not only save the 
time, but the benefit would be felt by the medical men who would be able to get the com- 
Mr. ED. COCHRANE, M. P. 


‘ 
’ 
; 
{ 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 527 
APPENDIX No. 1 


munication there. Why we cannot get communication with that line, when it passes 
through a thickly populated section, with the post office where Mr. Wade’s office is, I 
never could see. Of course, there may be objections that I do not know anything about. 

Q. You don’t know if Mr. Wade’s company ever made application to the Bell Com- 
pany for connection or interchange?—A. No, but I know that I did. } 

Q. You tried to get a message through?—A. No, I tried to get a phone in that office 
at Edville where Wade’s ’phone was, and I know that we could not get a message 
delivered from Brighton to Colborne without having somebody to go and repeat the 
message at the Bell Telephone offiee. 

Q. There is a complaint in this letter of Mr. Nesbitt of the nature of the ’phones 
in small places, that you cannot hear distinctly through them, and so on.—<A. I never 
heard of anybody being hurt by that. 

Q. You don’t know if there are any general complaints?—A. I know this, that I 
got messages from Brighton, and they were plain enough to me, and then we have a 
*phone connection with Wooler—that would be about 12 miles—and I have communi- 
cated over that local line for 12 miles without any trouble. 

Q. What is the distance from Brighton to Colborne?—A. Eight miles, and 6 from 
Edville to Brighton. } 

Q. That is the only particular point where you think you have a grievance ?—A. 
Oh, well, the trouble is all along, as far as that local line extends, you can see, because 
we will talk from Codrington, half-way to Warkworth; they cannot get a message 
to Colborne or to Trenton, which they would be more in touch with than they would be 
to Colborne or perhaps to Brighton. 

Q. This is the only or the principal feature to which exception is taken ?—A. It is 
the only feature, I think, that there is a grievance. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Have you any opinion as to whether or not an extension of rural telephones 
would be a public advantage?—A. Oh, I have heard that discussed, but I never paid 
much attention to it. I have heard a great deal of complaining through the constitu- 
ency in regard to getting telephone communication with the front. 

Q. Do you think that the telephone is of service to the farming community ?—A. 
That I do, distinctly, I should fancy, though I do not know what Wade charges are by 
the year 

Q. I think he said $10. He said he had 50 miles of line and 30 subscribers.—A. 
Yes. Of course, I paid by the message. 

Q. You have not got a telephone?—A. I had not when I was there. 

Q. That is all.—A. I think that a local line would be a great deal more benefit if 
it was cheaper than the main line, through the fact that an ordinary farmer, unless he 
had more business transactions than the most of them have, could not afford to pay 
' what the main line charges. é 

Q. He would need to have it at a cheaper price?—A. But I cannot see, and I 
never could get any intelligent information on the subject, why I could not get a mes- 
sage delivered to Brighton and sent to Colborne, just as well, by having a ’phone in 
that office and paying the rate, as to have somebody there to take the message from 


one office to another. 


By Mr. Lafleur : 
Q. You have a central exchange, have you, with this system of Mr. Wade’s Bea | 
do not know what that means, sir. 
Q. Where does your message go?—A. Where I send it. 
Q. Does it go through a central exchange?—A. I do not know fhat. I do not 
know whether Brighton has a central exchange or not. It is an important village, 
nearly large enough for a town. I have been studying something else besides telephone 


nication. 
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Q. Is your idea that your message should be trausmitted from your house to long 
distance ?—A. I have no telephone instrument in my house. My complaint was based 
upon this. I think that when I was willing to pay for my message sent over the local 
line from Brighton to Trenton or any other place that the Bell company should re- 
ceive my telephone communication and transmit it. 

Q. Where did you go asking that your message be sent ?—A. I werlh, to my own 
office at Edville. 

Q. It is true that you had a telephone ?—A. Yes 

Q. You wanted to send a message from your-office to a point on the telephone 
system ?—A. Yes, at Brighton. 

Q. You are not a subscriber to the Bell ?—A. No. 

Q. You have no Bell in your own office?—A. No. There would not be that objection. 
[ think you can see that if I had a Bell telephone instrument there would be no trouble 
to get a message through, but when I have not got a Bell instrument, but I am on the 
Iceal line, is there any common sense in saying that when I am willing to pay for a 
message from Brighton to Colborne that I cannot get it without having the message 
transferred from one office to the other. 

Q. You never inquired from the Bell Company ?—A. I inquired about getting 
an instrument put in that office and they would not do it, although it is not four rods 
from tue main line. 

Q. In what office ?—A. In the office at Eaville. 

Q. Not in your own office ?—A. Well, I do not know what you mean. 

w. Whose office ?—A. The Wade office at Edville. 

Q. The central office ?—A. No, it is not the central office. It is an office on the 
Wade line, the local line. I never could see what sense there was. It appeared to 
me, if you will allow me to use an expression used by the boys in the country, to be 
‘pure cussedness,’ if we are willing to have a message transmitted to Belleville or 
Colborne, and we are willing to pay for it, that we could not have an instrument of 
the local line in the Bell office to have it done. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What you mean to say is that you telephone over the Wade line and your message 
in reaching its destination has to pass to the Bell line?—A. Yes, to get to Colborne. 

Q. And when it comes to the jump from the Wade line to the Bell it had to be 
repeated ?@—A. I would have to get somebody in that office to take it to the Bell Com- 
pany office and have it repeated. Was there any common sense in that? They might 
just as well have had the local line in the Bell office at Brighton and have the message 
transmitted to Colborne without having some officer to run from one office to the 
other. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. F. O. Duaas, M.P. called and sworn. 
By Mr. Demers: 


Q. You are interested in a rural telephone ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Your line goes through two counties, I think ’/—A. Yes. I reside in Joliette. 
It is the chief town of the district of Joliette. We formed a local company in Joliette 
tu have all the parishes of these two counties connected together. 

» Q. What kind of a company have you ? Is it incorporated by letters patent ?—A. 
Yes, under the provincial statute. 

Q. What was the stock of the company ?—A. $5,000. 

Q. What length did you buila' ?—A. We have 127 miles of telephone. 

Q. Do you cover all the parishes in Joliette and Montcalm counties ?—A. Our 
intention when we formed that company was to build telephones where there were no 
telephones. We did not want to compete with any other telephone. We wanted to be 
eble to supply a telephone service where they had no telephone. In some of the par- 
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ishes of those two counties the Bell Company have telephones, so in those places we 
never intended to go, but we wanted to go to those parishes in those two counties where 
they have no telephones to Joliette. 

Q. Are they all provided now with telephones ?—A. Except one in the county of 
Montcalm. 

Q. You have 127 miles ?--A. Yes. . 

Q. What did it cost the company to build that telephone system ?—A. It cost 
very cheap. I think that we spent about $4,000 for the construction of those 127 miles. 

A Q. Would you explain the circumstances of the construction, why it was so cheap. 
—A. Yes. 

Q. I suppose the Bell could not build for that ’—A. Joliette is the centre for the 
comm(¢rce and trade of these two counties. It is also the chief town for judicial busi- 
ness. We formed a company composed of many business men and local men so as to 
give easy communication with all these parishes. We did not build that telephone for 
speculation purposes. We had, I think, very soon 50 shareholders in that company, and 
not wanting to run much risk we subscribed the amount of $5,000, divided amongst 50 
persons, so that if we were to lose the whole amount of our share it would no} injure 
any of us considerably. So when our company had been formed we sent agents through 
the several parishes of the two counties, and we told the people—their municipal council, 
leading men in each parish—that we were ready to build them a telephone if they could 
give it some help in the way of furnishing the poles, for instance, which is the most 
costly part of the construction of a telephone. So we had help from so many parishes, 
and we built that telephone. 

Q. They offered the poles for nothing?—A. Yes. In some places we had to buy 
some poles, because when we started from the town of J oliette we had to go through a 
parish which used to come and do its business in Joliette, so these people were not 
interested to furnish any poles. I may say that nearly one-half the poles have been 
furnished by the people free. 

Q. What kind of wire did you put on your line?—A. We put, I think, No. 9 wire. 
We had no experience, none of us had any experience in the telephone business, but we 
tried to build a good line. We were all decided to spend a little more money to be sure 
to have a quite good line, because when we built that line we intended the moment our 
lines would be all built to Joliette, to apply to the Bell to have an exchange with them, 
as the Bell Company has an office in J oliette, and we thought if we hada good telephone 
it would be a reason for the Bell to make an arrangement with us for an exchange of 
messages. ; 

Q. Did you apply to them?—A. Yes, we brought our lines into Joliette, and for 
some time our agents used to take massages from any point on our lines and carry them 
to the Bell’s principal exchange there and send them through by the Bell. Then we 
went to the Bell Company, met Mr. Sise, the president of the company, and Mr. Sise, 
_ jr—I think he is general superintendent—and we made an agreement with them. They 
first objected that generally local lines were poorly constructed, that it was against the 
interests of the Bell to give connections with lines improperly constructed, but they 
sent an expert to visit our lines and report on them. After he had reported we made 
an agreement with the Bell for five years. 

Q. What are the terms—have you got the agreement ?—A. I did not bring it with 
me. The terms of the agreement are these: You see, the Bell Telephone have about 
200 subscribers in Joliette, and our local ottice in Joliette at the time we made this agree- 
ment was about ten acres distant from the central office of the Bell. By this agreement 
the Bell undertook to take up our wires from our own office to their office at their 
expense, and we give to the Bell the right to use our lines for all subscribers in the town 
of Joliette. Supposing,a man from any point on our line wants to speak tome. I am 
a subscriber of the Bell. Connection with the Bell gives me connection with any of 
the points on our line. The only provision is we pay to the Bell 50 per cent out of the 
messages sent directly from Joliette. Supposing a man from Joliette wants to speak to 
any point on our line. The Bell gets one-half of the tolls, and at the end of each month 
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they give us the other half. And then if a man at any point on the Bell Telephone 
wants to speak to a party at any point on our line, well, the Bell collects the tolls for the 
two companies, and at the end of the month they give us our share without keeping any 
percentage, and we do the same for them. 

Q. What are the tolls on your line?—A. Oh, well, I cannot give an average of these 
tolls, but the highest toll is 30 cents for the longest distance. 


Q. Have you a schedule?—A. Yes. 
Q. Perhaps you could file it. (Schedule filed as exhibit 125.)—A. Yes, you see, 
we do not always base our tariff on the distance. We take into consideration the 


benefit which the people using our telephone may have. 


(Exhibit 125.) 3 
TARIF DE LA CIE DE TELEPHONE JOLIETTE—6 MAT, 1905. 


—_— 


Joliette... .........| 0| 10] 15, 27) 25] 25] 25) 25) 15] 15) 25) 20] 20) 25) 25) 15,15, 15 90! 201 951 25! 251 251 30 
Carmell Mills.......| ..{ 0/10, 13] 20| 28] 25, 25| 25] 25] 25) 20] 20) 25) 25] 15| 15; 15) 20) 20) 25) 25) 25) 25) 30 
St Ambroise... ..| ..| --{ 0} 10] 18] 25] 25) 25| 25] 25] 25] 15] 15] 25| 25) 10] 15) 15; 20) 20) 25) 25) 25) 25) 30 
Padetoolke / o,f. !s | |} 9} 10] 20] 20/ 25) 25] 25] 25] 15) 15] 25] 25, 20) 20) 20) 20) 20) 25) 25, 25) 25) 30 
St. Alphonse.. ... _| ..| ..f..1 0} 10} 20! 15) 25] 25] 25] 20) 20) 25) 25] 25) 25) 25) 25) 25) 25) 25, 25) 25 30 
eon ne |. 1 ..1..1 0! 15! 20) 25] 25: 201 25; 25] 20) 20, 25 95) 951 251 25, 25) 25.95. 2. 30 
Ste. Beatrix. ccc. | o-[ -+| «| --[ --[ --{ 0} 201 25] 25) 25] 15) 15] 20] 25) 25) 25] 25) 25) 25) 25) 25) 25) 25) 80 
AL Monnaie Mahan eee .t «| 0 15) IBPab 15) 15 15| 15] 25) 25| 25] 25) 25) 25| 25, 25) 25) 30 
Ab Valiente 0 10, 25] 15, 15, 20) 26) 25] 25) 25] 25) 25) 25) 25, 25) 25, 30 
St. Felix Station...) ..] 1 0-f --[--] + ..) 2/2) 0) 25] 18, 15) 20] 25) 25) 25) 25) 26) 25) 25] 25, 25) 25) So 
Ste. Emelie.... ... Lot tbo) bf). |.) 0} 25, 25] 151 15] 25] 25] 25] 25) 25) 25) 25, 25] 25) og 
Ste Melaine........ Tod ody ep ef .} 2p. 4 2.1 0} 10] 20] 25; 20] 20] 25) 25) 25| 25) 25) 25] 25) 25 
TSO ATIC er Poa «he See ey earab eas | «=| +e) cob anh mc kae 0| 25) 25) 20] 20) 25] 25) 25! 26| 25) 25) 25) 25 
Moulin Basinet..... J ecfce[ eel ef --] +] <-[ -] +] --f --f =] 6)48] 25) 25)-25) 2] 25) 25) 26) 2p) 25) 20 
Beantieuss ets od i ae ofp ee] fe pe} eff 2.1 .-[ 0} 28] 23] 25] 25) 25] 25) 25) 25) 25; 30 
Montcalm... ....-- Ra es eet oe aie ofa} et ..f ef.) | | Q| 20} 10] 15) 20; 20) 10} 15} 25) 30 
SP Tyr Ni Ook Bed ess Pees Oe A Ba ce —) te.) ..1 2.) 0) 20} 15] 20! 20) 10} 15] 25] 30 
Ste. Julienne......-. a elf. .| '..| oat ach oth acy nade et Coenen pears QO] 10/15 15! 15! 15 20) 25 
Ste. Julienne Sta...| .-| --|- | --| >> oP on |r via] es | bad abet) sla eal ah Gta te 0| 10; 15) 15) 15 20) 25 
Ciidoky eel ol ec eens «| ek aah cahe cledees a Phe nie oRelgotpar2|aie 
Sti Haprit. iaeq he ete | | ..1 sat ssh anf sel Wels leash a¥ hieleel atk att mien ice a cenliame 
awiunik Ga Way) catch madeeet =| eo | NEDSS ad SS) Reale epee htes ar 0 15, 15) 20 
Peawinllewsd 6 os oe nhs | | 0| 15! 20 
Chertsey oi.) scins's- A ewe ee ie: ae ee + be ub feb mated glee dee hapa cashia: Rips senile art hts ts Sia 
SU 0 a aie Bed Ae) ee, ee MN PR a et Us ds IE WS Daca te Ac eo 8 ne ony | OY 0 
ey ae 
ih wee! Oe dA 120i} SF) eee ee 
ott gi 2 th ch dict sie S ee eee 
ee Ee gg th 0. oy oe ae gee 
Sere GES 2 oe oe Ao) Be Bee 
ce eee \> pear egehiod: Toe oS Ba og eee 
sae eee eee GF FASASSHRSCRAASG 
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Q. How do you arrive at that ?—A. Well, we have lumbermen, for instance, in 
our county. They are making their logs far away in the northern part of the County 
of Joliette, and these people use the telephone much more than any other, so we charge 
a little more for these people than for some others. 

Q. You should charge less—A. We try to cover our expenses. You see our tariff. 
We are only operating since a year and a half, and our tariff may be corrected in the 
future. 

Q. Do you install telephones in private houses in the country, or only stations ?— 
A. We have stations, and when we built the telephone, many people wanted to have 
*phones. 

Q. You have a demand for them in private houses?—A. They represented to us 
it would pay us to have a ’phone here and there, so at the last meeting of the share- 
holders, in January last, we decided to take out some of our instruments, unless these 
people would pay $5 a year outside of the revenue of these offices. 

Q. The question I put is, have you installed them in private houses?—A. We have 
not done it up to now, but we intend to do it now. 

Q. You have a demand for it?—A. Yes. 

Q. From the people of the country ?—A. Yes. 

Q. They want to subscribe?—A. In every parish, but we were short of money. 
We did not do it, but it would pay us to do it. 

Q. What has been the financial result of the enterprise up to this date?—A. Dur- 
ing the first year, we had 4,042 messages sent, and in 1904 we had 5,300 messages. 

Q. To put it short, what is the dividend of your company ?—A. There was no 
dividend, because, out of the $5,000 subscribed, only $3,000 were paid, and the balance 
was furnished by some of the shareholders. 

Q. Yes, but there was a profit?—A. There was a profit, yes. I will give you the 
profit. 

Q. Give us the profit—aA. During the first year, 1903, the net profits were $468.85. 
In 1904 they were $860.75. These are our net profits. I may say this, if you wiil 
allow me, that in our contract with the Bell we are prevented from competing with 
them. It has never been our intention to compete with the Bell, but in one case, in St. 
Felix de Valois, we asked the Bell to give us permission to place our instrument in 
the Canadian Pacific Railway station—I think the Bell has a telephone there—and we 
got that permission. - 


By Mr. Casgrain: 
Q. You got the permission ?—A. We got the permission from the Bell easily. 


- The witness was then discharged. 


The Committee adjourned. 


Turspay, May 16, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Examination of Mr. C. F. Sise resumed. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
Q. Now, Mr. Sise, I want first to direct your attention to the agreements that were 
put in at your former examination. They have been printed, and it will be possible 
Mr. C. F. SISR 
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for us to nave a little fuller explanation than we were able to get the other day. The 
agreement on page 469 of the evidence is, I think, the first agreement in order of time, 
and is the one upon which the others seem to be founded. That is the agreement dated 
4st November, 1880, exhibit No. 96, between the Canadian Telephone Company and the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada and several American companies. Would you like 
to state its terms yourself briefly, or would you prefer that I snould do it and you follow 
it?—A. I think perhaps you had better ask any questions and I shail be prepared to 
answer them; though you must remember this was twenty-five years ago. 

Q. Well, I have marked what appear to be the important parts of this agreement. 
The Canadian Telephor‘e Company agrees to issue out of its capital stock of $300,000 
shares of the par value of $100 each ‘to the amount of $150,000, to be issued to the 
American Bell Telephone Company, that is the party of the second part, in full con- 
sideration of, and payment for, the certain letters patent and patent rights in the 
Dominion of Canada by the agreement agreed to be assigned and zconveyed to the Cana- 
dian Bell Telephone Company. That is the first clause ?—A. That is the first clause. 

Q. Yes; and in the second clause is described wnat was agreed to be given by the 
American Bell Telephone Company. ‘That is, they agreed to give due and sufficient 
instruments of assignment and conveyance of the whole right, title and interest of 
every kind and nature in, under or connected with the certain letters patent in the 
Dominion of Canada heretofore isssued to Alexander (iraham Bell; and then follows 
a clause which includes patent No. 7789, and all other letters patent or patent rights 
which the American Bell Telephone Company then had or should thereafter acquire ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. Then, in the third paragraph the Canadian Telepnone Company agreed to de- 
liver to the party of the fourth part, that is the three named companies there, the 
American Speaking Telephone Company, the Gold and Stock Telegrapn Company, 
and the Western Union Telegraph Company, 500 shares of the value of $50,000 for the 
interest in letters patent stipulated to be assigned and conveyed by the said three com- 
panies and the Gold and Stock Telegraph Company to the Canadian Telephone Com- 
pony ’—A. Yes. . 

Q. And in the fourth paregraph the other side of that operation is contained, 
that is the parties of the fotirth part—those three American companies—agree to as- 
sign, transfer and convey all the interests that they had in the named patents, which 
may be described generally as the patents of Elisha Gray, Thomas A. Edison and 
George M. Phelps, the numbers of which all appear in the agreement ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then, in the next clause, or in continuation of the fourth numbered paragraph, 
the Canadian Telephone Committee also agreed to pay to those companies named there- 
in, the sum of $2,000 per annum for seven years?—A. Yes. 

Q. In consideration of the assignment of the telephone patents of Thos. A. Edison 
in the Dominion of Canada. Then, in the fifth paragraph, it was agreed that 1,000 
shares of the par value of $100,000 remaining after the issues just mentioned, that is, 
after $200,000 had been issued to the parties of the second and fourth parts, should be 
issued and sold by the Canadian Telephone Company, as required, in order to secure 
funds for the purchase and manufacture by it of telephones and telephonic apparatus, 
and that of said 1,000 shares of stock of the Canadian Telephone Company, 750 shares 
may be subscribed for and taken by the party of the second part—that is, by the Ameri- 
ean Bell Telephone Company—in paying the par value of $75,000 therefor, and the 
remaining 250 shares thereof may be subscribed for and paid by the party of the fourth 
part—that is, the other three named telephone companies—in paying the par value of 
$25,000 therefor, or in the like proportion if less than the whole 1,000 shares shall be 
issued at any one time, and out of that, in the lower part of the clause, it is provided 
that these parties of the second and fourth parts agreed that they would not dispose of, 
without first offering the same for sale to the other, sell or dispose of any of the stock 
of the Canadian Bell Telephone Company, except the portion of the stock, $37,500, 
which the American Bell Telephone Company was under contract with Alexander M. 
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Bell and Charles Williams, jr., to transfer to Bell and Williams. In the sixth para- 
graph the parties of the second and fourth parts, that is, the American companies 
together, agree that they would forthwith sell, transfer and deliver to the party of the 
first part, to the Canadian Telephone Company, all the certain telephones and tele- 
phonic apparatus and plant belonging to each of them respectively within the Dominion 
of Canada and the Canadian Telephone Company agreed that it would take the same 
and pay the parties of the second and fourth parts a sum in cash equal to the actual cost 
of the said telephones and telephonic apparatus. Now, down to there we have the 
arrangement by which the Canadian Telephone Company acquired the patent rights of 
the several American companies that are named in this agreement. The seventh para- 
graph provides for the arrangement by which the Canadian Telephone Company was 
sto transfer these assets to the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, or rather not to 
transfer the assets—that is wrong—but to license the Bell Telephone Company of Can- 
ada to use these patents. That clause is, in substance, as follows: the party of the 
third part, that is the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, agrees out of its capital 
stock of $500,000, whereof stock to the amount of $167,000 is to be issued %o the party 
hereto of the first part, that is to the Canadian Telephone Company, in part considera- 
‘tion of an exclusive right to carry on the telephone business in the said Dominion of 
Canada under the patent and patent rights of said party of the first part, and the 
remainder thereof is hereafter to be issued as may be required for the purchase and 
maintenance of telephone lines and exchanges, and the material necessary therefor. 
The Bell Telephone Company further agrees in the same paragraph to issue and deliver 
to the Western Union Tciegraph Company 100 shares of capital stock in purchase of 
telephone exchanges of the Western Union-Telegraph Company in the cities of St. John, 
_N.B., and Halifax, N-S., and to issue to the American Bell Telephone Company for the 
exchanges purchased from the Dominion Telegraph Company, 750 shares; for the 
exchange at London 50 shares; for the exchange at Windsor 25 shares, which the Bell 
Telephone Compazy of Canada agreed to take; Now, that seems to be the foundation 
of the agreements which follow. Can you tell me, Mr. Sise, was the Canadian Tele- 
phone Company in existence for any longer period before the da\e of this agreement ?— 
A. The company was organized in the summer of 1880. It was by letters patent and 
not by Act of parliament. ' 

Q. By letters patent, from what authority ?—A. From the Dominion. 

Q. From the Dominion of Canada ?—A. It was organized in the summer and this 
contract was made, I think, in November, was it not ? 

Q. First November ?—A. Yes, first November. 

Q. First November, 1880. And then the Bell Telephone Company of Canada was 
also organized in the same year, was it /—A. The same year, but earlier. 

Q. But earlier. Were both companies organized by you ¢—A. Well, I can hardly 
say they were organized. I had a very insignificant part in getting the thing staried. 
I could hardly say that I organized it, although I do not know that anybody else did. 

Q. Well, perhaps that is as near as we can get?—A. I suppose I did, I may say. 

(). Where had you been previously en, aged in business, Mr. Sise ?—--A. In Boston. 

Q. In Boston. Were you in the service of the American Bell Telephone Company ? 

—A. No. 
Q. Never? What was the object of organizing these companies?—A. Because 
the American Bell Telephone Company had acquired all the Bell’s patents, including 
those in Canada, or other parties representing the American Bell in their interests, 
and they thought that they ought to control any manufacturing of a patented article 
in order that there might be no infringement of the patenis in the United States, but 
they had no idea of carrying it on themselves. Therefore, tney organized the company 
up here and got Canadians interested in the stock. 

Q. Well, which company aid they organize or did they organize both of these com- 
panies ?—A. Practically, in connection with the Western Union and Gold Stock; they 


were all working together. 
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Q. These companies are named here and whose transactions appear on the face of 
this agreement /—A. Yes. 

«. With other American companies they organized the Canadian Telephone Com- 
pany and euected this sale to them which is recorded in that agreement ?—A. In that 
agreement. 

Q. Then the Bell Telephone Company of Canada was the company organized to 
work the business ?—A. To operate. 

Q. To operate the business?—A. The Canadian company was tne company that 
owned the patents. 

Q. Then we find at page 457 the agreements which followed that first transaction 
between the Canadian Telephone Company and the American Company. We find at 
that page an agreement dated 13th November, 1880, exhibit No. 95, between the Cana- 
dian Telephone Company of Canada, Ltd., and the Bell Telephone Company. That, I 
think you said, may be referred to as a licensing agreement?—A. Yes. 

Q. A licensing agreement. And in substance that provided that the Canadian 
Telephone Company licensed the Bell Telephone Company to operate and use all its 
telephone instruments for the sum of $167,000, to be paid by the issue of 1,670 shares 
of paid-up stock of the Bell Telephone Company, issued and delivered to the Canadian 
Telephone Company. And it further provided in paragraph 2 of that agreement, that 
™m consideration of the grant of the right to use and rent telephones and telephonic 
apparatus as in said license set forth, and in addition to the rentals and royalties in 
said license provided for, the Canadian Telephone Company of Canada should be en- 
titled to one-third interest in the said Bell Telephone Company of Canada, and to 
receive one-third of the profits of the business of the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada, and for the convenient accomplishment of that purpose it was then agreed to 
issue forthwith 1,670 shares of paid-up stock. The agreement further provided that 
it would, that is the Bell Telephone Company, from time to time hereafter in case any 
increase in its capital stock shall be made, issue to said party of the first part, that is 
the Canadian Telephone Company, one-third of such increased stock fully paid and 
not subject to any assessment or contribution.—A. I would like to say that that clause 
was never enforced. There never was a third of stock, bonds, or any other thing of 
value given in consideration of that clause. It was waived and never carried out. 

Q. I think that will appear from the subsequent agreements. Wnhen that agree- 
ment was signed there was an agreement to issue to the Canadian Telephone Company 
one-third of any increased stock that might be issued?—A. That is correct. 

Q. You say that never was carried out? Then the next agreement, at page 458, 
exhibit 95a, is an agreement for the lease of telephones, and tnat provides, amongst 
other things, in paragraph 7, that the Bell Telephone Company should charge its sub- 
scribers a rental and royalty not exorbitant nor unreasonable for the telephones, and 
also in addition a sum not exorbitant nor unusual for the use of call bells, batteries, 
wires and other appliances, «nd for service furnished or performed, and may collect 
bota of said sums for a period not exceeeding one year in advance, and that it should 
pay to the licensor—that is, to the Canadian Telephone Company—the - rental and 
royalty at the rate per instrument hereinafter named, to commence on each telephone 
at the rate hereafter named. The rate is given just below, $4 for each instrument, the 
Canadian Telephone Company reserving the rignt to fix from time to time the rate for 
other telephones and for telephones of a different style. So that was the arrangement 
as first made?—A, That was the first arrangement. 

Q. The Bell Telephone Company simply rented the instruments from the Canadian 
Telephone Company and paid them a rental?—A. Yes, tae Canadian company owned 
the instruments. 

Q. The Canadian company retaining the ownership of the instrument. Now, 
when was that arrangement terminated 2—A. I think, in the summer of 1882. TI think 
it was in operation about two years. 
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Q. And the royalties which were mentioned in the evidence given were paid under 
that arrangement for about two years?—A. They were paid or owing. 

Q. What do you mean by ‘ owing’ as to royalties paid?—-A. When the Bell Tele- 
phone Company bought out the Canadian company amongst its assets was a debt of the 
Bell Telephone Company for $10,000 on royalties which has never been paid. We owed it. 

Q. And the Bell Telephone Company got that back?—A. We got that back. 

Q. Is that a statement of the royalties paid at page 474?—-A. That is correct. 

Q. These royalties were royalties paid under the agreement?—A. About $33,000. 


Mr. Boyrcre.—Did the witness say when that agreement was terminated ? 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. About two years after. It is all in writing here, and we will get it in a moment. 


Now, what is the purpose of the agreement at page 462, exhibit No. 95b? Will you look 


at it, Mr. Sise, please. That appears to be a release of rights by the Bell Telephone 
Company of Canada to the Canadian Telephone Company. I think it is a sequel to 
the first agreement under which the Bell Telephone Company agreed that it would give 
up all its rights under any other agreement that any other company held in the Cana- 
dian Telephone Company ?—A. That is correct. That refers to the minor, to the small 
companies’ rights, that were purchased from the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, 
and those companies had licenses from Bell himself, which we bought out. 

Q. Which you bought out and released?—A. And the Canadian company then 
acquired them. 

Q. The effect of that was to put all these rights into the hands of the Canadian 
Telephone Company ?—A. That was the result of it. 

Q. Then, at page 463, we come to one of the agreements under which the first agree- 
ment was terminated. This is exhibit No. 95c, dated October 28, 1882, and also made 
between the Canadian Telephone Company and the Bell Telephone Company, and the 
material part of that is in these words : ‘ That the said party of the first part hath sold, 
assigned, transferred and made over and doth hereby sell, assign, transfer and make 
over to the said party of the second part, thereof accepting, all and singular the patent 
rights and instruments of the said party of the first part, excepting patent No. 8371 of 
the 1st of February, 1878, for Duquet’s Improved Telephone and the instruments manu- 
factured thereunder, and all rights of said party of the first part under contracts, and 
all the assets of every nature whatsoever of the said party of the first part, excepting 
the said Duquet patent and instruments manufactured thereunder. And that the said 
party of the first part hath released and discliarged and doth hereby release and dis- 
charge the said party of the second part from any and all debts whatsoever due by the 
latter to the former. That in consideration of the foregoing premises the said party 
of the second part hereby agrees to pay all the liabilities, of every kind and description 
whatsoever of the said party of the first part, including all its liabilities under its con- 
tracts, and to pay to each shareholder of the said company party of the first part, two 


_ shares of the paid up stock of the said company party of the second part, for each share 


held by him or her of the stock of the said company party of the first part.’ Can you 
put into figures what that amounted to? What was it that the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany agreed by this agreement to give to the Canadian Telephone Company? They 
agreed to pay whatever liabilities there were and to issue two shares for one which 
would be——?—A. I have filed here the amount of the capital stock of the Canadian 
Telephone Company. 

Q. You cannot give us the figures ?—A. I beg pardon, I have it here. We issued in 
the aggregate $577,600. For that we acquired all the Canadian patents, we acquired 
some $30,000 of instruments, we released ourselves from $16,000 in royalties that we 
cwed them, and we received back into the treasury $167,000 of stock we had given them 
for the license. So practically we gave about $350,000. 

Q. Yes 2—A. Of course you could not assume that the $167,000 that we gave them 
and received back into the treasury was an additional cost of the patents. We paid 


that for the license. 
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The CHatrMAN —What was the actual capital stock of the Bell Telephone Com- . 


pany at that time ? 


By Mr. Chrysler: ; 
- Q. Is that all you desire to say as to the figures ?—A. That is all. 

Q. Well, then, will you look, Mr. Sise, at the accounts which you have filed. At 
page 406 is the annual statement of the year 1880. Do you see there ‘Paid for 
license, $167,000 2?’ Is that the sum paid under the first agreement ?—A. That is it 

Q. By the issue of stock? And the sums mentioned below it are also mentioned in 
one of the agreements amounting in all to $180,500 2? Then your capital stock at that 
time was in all how much ?—A. $500,000. 

Q. $500,000 authorized ?—A. In 1880. 

Q. Where in the accounts appears this expenditure that you mention ? I think 


that it is at page 409 in the annual statement for the year 1882? You see the item 


there, ‘ Purchase of patents? ’—A. $354,188.89. 

Q. That is the balance of the payment ?—A. That is the balance. 

Q. And after the deductions you have mentioned, that is the net balance paid ?— 
A. That is te net. 

' Q. And the amount which we find in the accounts in 1882 is the amount paid 
pursuant to the agreement which we have been reading, 95 cents 2—A. Yes. 

Q. And that was paid in part, was it, or wholly, by the issue of paid-up stock ?— 
A. Paid-up stock. There may have been some small balances in adjustment. 

Q. Then the question which the chairman asked a moment ago. With that issue 
you brought your total capital stock up to $1,000,000 in the year 1882?—A. Yes. 

Q. Up to $1,000,0002—A. In 1889. 

Q. Now to make this complete we should refer to the document on page 464, 
exhibits 95d and 95e. They. are transposed; the agreement is exhibit 95e and the 
schedule to it is exhibit 95d. That, as I understand it, is the bill of sale of instru- 
ments, wnich are summarized in exhibit 95d, and at that date the Canadian Telephone 
Company sold to the Bell Telephone Company all the instruments which it had pre- 
viously only leased. Is that right?—.A. That is correct. 

Q. And was the consideration for that purchase included in this sum that you 
have been speaking of 2—A. That is included in the gross sum. 

Q. Included in the gross sum? And for that payment you acquired the release 
of the rights of the Canadian Telephone Company in all the patents and patent rights 
which it had acquired from the American Bell Telephone Company and the other named 
American companies, and also in all its property and assets?—A. All its assets, all] 
its property. 

Q. You said the other day that the Canadian Telephone Company had ceased to 
exist; at least, I think that was what you said. What happened to it?—A. It was 
wound up and went out of existence. 

Q. Where was it wound up?—A. In Montreal. 

Q. Unter the Dominion Winding-up Act ?—A. T assume so: I do not know. 

Q. And when did that occur? When was it wound up, about 1882?2—A. Shortly 
after the purchase. 

Q. And the shares which it acquired through this transaction—what became of 
them ?—A.Tne what? 

Q. The shares of the stock of the Bell Telephone Oompany of Canada?—A. They 
reverted to the Bell. We bought all their assets. 

Q. No, excuse me. The shares in the stock of the Canadian Telephone Company; 
where did taney go to? You issued shares?—--A. They came back to the Bell Telephone 
Company. We gave them two shares of the Bell for one of the Canadian, therefore 
we acquired all these shares, and the Bell Telephone Company of Canada became the 
sole owner of the Canadian Telephone Company. 
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_ Q. You became the owner of their assets, but not of their snares?—A. Of their 
Shares as well. We exchanged two shares of our stock for one share of theirs. 

“ Who were the holders of these shares, Mr. Sise?—A, After the transfer con- 
tract 

Q. The rest of the shares in your company ’—A. The Canadian Telephone Com- 
pany until we wound it up. ; 

Q. And after you wound it up?—A. After we wound it up they went back to the 
treasury of the Bell Telephone Company. They became treasury stock; they became 
assets of the Bell Telephone Company itself. 

Q. Of Canada?—A. Of Canada, precisely the same as though 

Q. I think you are mistaken, Mr. Sise. They went~to the shareholders of the 
Canadian Telephone Company, whoever they were?—A. I am speaking of the shares of 
the Canadian Telephone Company and you are speaking of the shares of the Bell Com- 
pany; we are at cross purposes. - 

Q. Who were the shareholders at that time in the Canadian Telephone Company? 
-—A, After the sale? \ 

Q. Yes, after the sale?—A. The Bell Telephone Company only. 


The Cuarrman.—They probably had a division in specie of the assets. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

.Q. How did the American Bell Telephone Company acquire the $439,700 worth 
of shares which are shown as belonging to them on 31st December, 1882 ?—A. They ac- 
quired them partly by paying for them in cash and partly in payment for the money 
furnished me to buy up plants all over the country; at all events, the money to buy 
plants at Hamilton, Windsor and other points. The stock was taken at par. There 
was no premium, no bonus or anytning of the kind. Jt was dollar for dollar that they 
furnished to buy these plants. 

Q. Well then, the money furnished to pay the $167,000 that was paid in 1880 and 
the $350,000 odd was issued in 1882 ?—A. No, the American Bell Telephone Company 
had nothing to do with that $167,000. 

Q. They had nothing to do with that ?—A. No, it was paid to the Canadian Tele- 
phone Company and reverted to the Bell Telephone Company of Canada. The Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada bought them out wholly irrespective of the American 
Bell. I will read this memorandum if you please, which is explanatory of it :— 

‘The American Bell Telephone Company agreed—not by contract—to reinvest its 
first dividend of $10,300 in the stock of the Canadian Telephone Company. The Bell Tele- 
phone Company, when it was organized, issued to the American Bell Telephone Com- 
pany $75,000 in stock, which araeunt the American Bell Telephone Company had ad- 
vanced in cash to purchase exchanges a]ready in operation in Canada. This amount 
of stock represents the actual amount of cash paid.’ 


(J. That is part of that $93,900 which stood at their credit in 1880 ? Well then, 


they increased their holdings in 1882 to $439,700 2—A. They paid for that in cash. 


Q. They paid for that in cash. They have never received a share that they have 
not paid for at par or better. 

Q@. Then your transaction with the Canadian Telephone Company appears to have 
been a remarkably good one, because you got all their assets for nothing 2—A. Oh, I 
beg your pardon. 

Q. If your statement is correct ?—A. We gave them two shares of stock in the 
Bell Telephone Company for one share in the Canadian Telephone Company. We aiid 
not get their assets for nothing. 

Q. These shares in the Bell Telephone Company, to whom did they go ?—A. They 
went to the holders of the Canadian Telephone Company’s stock. 

Q. Who were they ?—A. There was the Western Union Telegraph 

Q. Ali these different companies ?—A. Yes, and the American Bell. 

Q. That is what I thought. We have been misunderstanding one another, that is 

Mr. C. F. SISE 


538 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


all. Then referring to the statement on page 472 of the holdings of the American 
Bell Telephone Company did the American Bell Telephone Company acquire in 1882 the 
shares in the Bell Telephone Company of Canada by virtue of its ownership of shares 
in the Canadian Telephone Company ?—A. A part of it. 

Q. A part of it. And the later additions to their holdings, how did they acquire 
them ?—/A. By paying for them in cash. 

Q. In the years shown in this statement ¢—A. As shown there. 

Q. Shown in the statement /—Was any part of that issued to them as paid up 
stock in exchange for services ’—A. Nothing whatever. They never charged us a 
farthing for any services rendered. 

Q. And in 1899 there is in the second column ‘Transferred, $1,519,800.2 Who was 
that transferred to ?—A. That stock was at the time in the name of the American 
Bell Company, which was reorganized practically although still in existence, and they 
transferred to the operating successors the American Telegraph and Telephone Com- 
pany, their holdings in the Bell Telephone Company of Canada. That stock was trans- 
ferred to their successors. 

Q. And that appears in the statement at page 478 in an addition to the previous 
holdings of the American and Telegraph Company {—A. They held a small amount 
before. The balance——— 

Q. They held a small amount. The balance is shown in the third column, $18,300. 
In the year 1899 there was added to that stock amounting to $1,521,800, and you say 
that was A. hat is what is referred to in the previous statement. 

Q. That was transferred from the account of the American Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. It would be the same amount, but there is a difference of $2,000 ?—A. The dis- 
crepancy is because of the parties who hela’ the stock selling or buying in small quan- 
tities for qualification. That is practically the same holdings. 

Q. Some director shares or something of that kind @—A. Yes. 

Q. And since 1899 the American Bell Telephone Company has not held any stock in 
your company and the American Telegraph and Telephone Company is still a share- 
holder 2—A. Still a shareholder. . 

Q. Its holding in 1904 being $3,083,300. Now, at the foot of page 472 there is a 
statement—I do not know whether you are responsible for it—but I will read it, and 
ask if it is correct. | 

‘ All the stock acquired as above is represented by cash payments at par, except 
July 24, 1882, $386,600, which was issued in exchange for stock of the Canadian Teiv- 
phone Company, Limited.’ 

A. That is correct. 

Q. ‘December 10, 1887, 94 shares, 50 per cent paid, $4,700 was transferred to the 
American Telegraph and Telephone Company, November 8th, 1899, account closed 
by transfer to the American Telegraph and Telephone Company.’ Is there anything 
about those 94 shares?—A. The 94 shares originally went to the American Bell Com- 
pany, and all the calls had not been paid—50, per cent had been paid—and when a 
large transfer was made these 94 shares, 50 per cent paid-up, were included. 

Q. The 50 per cent paid-up shares transferred to the American Telegraph and 
Telephone Company. Now, that statement is correct as to these shares having been 
paid for in cash except as indicated in that statement. You have already said so. 
That is your answer ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Now, with regard to payment of premiums. The American Bell Company, in the 
years down to 1899; did it acquire shares at par or at more or less than par?—A. They 
took them at par when the public got them at par. They paid a premium whenever the 
public paid a premium. 

Q. They do not appear to have paid a premium, but in the account on page 473 
the American Telegraph and Telephone Company, there are three years in which 
premiums have been paid?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the total amount of the premiums paid was $289,3502?—A. That is correct. 
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Q. And these premimus paid upon the shares issued to the American Telegraph 
and Telephone Company were at the same rate as the shares issued to the rest of the 
public?—A. The same as the others. 

Q. Now, what are your relations taen with these companies or either of them ex- 
cept as stated ? Have you any relation with the American Telegraph and Telephone 
Company except that they are shareholders in your company ?—A. No other relation. 

Q. No agreement with them?—A. No. 

Q. No agreement as to purchase of supplies ?—A. No. 

Q. Or as to the use of their instruments or patents?—A. None whatever. Under 
the original contract of 1883 I think there was an agreement whereby we were to have 
the advantage of any Canadian patent acquired by the American Bell Telephone. Com- 
pany. That is the original tripartite agreement. 

Q. Do you consider that still in force 2—A, For what we paid them we had the 
right to any Canadian patents we might acquire. 

Q. You referred to the second clause, I think probably on page 469, in addition 
to providing for the assignment of the Bell patents went on to say: ‘And in and to 
any and all other letters patent or patent rights, or licenses to use patented inventions 
of or in said Dominion of Canada, which if the said party of the second part, has or 
may hereafter acquire for telephones or telephonic apparatus, or for instruments or 
devices applicable in any manner for use in connection with telephones or telephonic 
apparatus. —A. That is correct, except that ‘if, 

Q. That ‘if’ seems to be a misprint. That clause you consider is still in force ?— 
A. It is still in force, and has been a great deal of value to us, because they have ac- 
quired patents that we could not have acquired otherwise, and transferred them to us 
without charge, 

Q. Has that continued 2—A. That continues to the present. Whatever Canadian 
patents they acquire are absolutely our property. 

Q. Then, when we find some paid for patents, such as in the year 1882, just to 
refer you to one place, so that we will have it before us—say, in 1883, page 410, about 
seven or eight lines from the bottom, you will see an item, ‘ Purchase of patents, 1883, 
$1,647.12.’ Now, wnat does that mean, not the individual, but what is the nature 
of the purchase there?—A. I do not recall just what it is in detail, but what was our 
practise then and is to-day, if anybody has a patent which is of value, that we thought 
would be of value, we bought it. That may be one person or perhaps a dozen dif- 
ferent persons. Look at page 418, the next year, for purchase of patents, 1884, 
$1,390.26. The same thing. 

Q. 1885, purchase of patents, $9,040—A. That is a larger purchase, probably divi- 
ded. 

Q. So from year to year.—A. So from year to year. 

Q. These are miscellaneous purchases from different people or companies ?—A. 


Yes. Nothing was paid to the American Bell Company except where we may have 


had to pay a certain amount for 

Q. Just explain that. How would that happen? I thought that you got from 
them without further charge any patents which they acquired ?—A. The expense of 
taking out the Canadian patents, but we pay nothing to the patentees. 

Q. You paid the expense of taking out the Canadian patents ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That might appear in these items?—A. Yes. 

Q. I had a summary made of these payments for patents as snown in these state- 
ments from the beginning and it includes the sums paid under these agreements ?—A. 
The large purchase of 1882 was the patents of the Canadian Telephone Company. 
Then for years, down to 1903, the items are insignificant, and in many of these cases 
the patents were never put into operation. The last large item there was $15.664. 

Q. In the year 1903?—A. That is the largest payment, and that is for the Pupin 
patents—that is, a greater part of it is. This is the summary I referred to:— 
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1889... aan a. sO ee eee 
1883... ee ee 1,647 12 
1984. Se eR. cy ON a pate ce ere rene 1,390 26 
{SSR Mee, ee Ae oa oa Pope eee epee tale 9,040 00 
Bs oh ogg OAM UR 2 LS SE a i ea 748 00 
ie eA em: | Ae) et fe a ee 279 69 
ook ©All A ee |. SRR! Seep side-iy Ec ieee 692 46 
Reon Be te. ook 5. hl en ga oe eae 1,600 00 
Ap) ah dee eh gl a Sa li tee Ge We Gb oe Te 1,788 00 
PONTRO MS vik eh Ce Mee eee ee 1,447 00 
ee SION. ES ee ea ee 1,552 00 
CMU chide REL one are 1,100 50 
LAE G seal RR aa LOI RIS Sot ay Peg Oe hai seg 2,515 50 
tT oa CRS PC SW PRM soos WA ty abv pach ag em 1,637 35 
CF) AL LU 2 SADR ce came Mi Sad Looe Cryca sie 4,291 75 
1 ered antag, ot MERLE hie hint cassis og 1,767 00 
ROG. «hts cree Met esp ck Seth eee Sn oe 1,899 00 
ABOG ee) Rl AM eee et no eae eae eee! 1,304 75 
1900 oR eae ee EO Pe ocean 2,140 45 
(O01 > Reo tee EAs 0 SE ea ee ele ne 1,221 25 
iy Rae eee ok oe EM ee ok ye a 3,203 '70 
ASOT ERs = ee ee, oe ee eee 15,664 00 
TOCA eae ee Ne tc ht ea et nae 846 50 


Q. Had any amounts been written off the patent account?—A. All but about 
$70,000 from time to time. 

Q. We have a statement prepared which can be put in showing that. But that is 
put in as the aggregate without any deductions?—A. Yes. 

Q. We have before the Committee a list of patents, page 175, exhibit No. 30 ; 
we have a list furnished by your counsel, which gives, Mr. Sise, all the patents 
of the company, showing those which have expired. ‘hese include the patents acquired 
from these American companies, do they?—A. They include all those patents. 

Q. As well as the patents which you acquired otherwise?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the expenditure for which is shown in that memorandum that we have 
just put in (exhibit 126). Have you now, the memorandum showing the amount 
written off the patent account?—A. You have that; it is filed. 

Q. Memorandum of the amounts written off the plant account and the amounis 
written off the patent account; they are both shown on the same sheet, showing a 
balance of $70,288.17 ?—A. That statement shows the amount written off in eight years. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


ee 


541 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


APPENDIX No. 1 


ie 
MN 
— 
wm? 
ac 
2) 
‘ 
= 
C) L9F *e0Z ‘6 ie ele abana 6 & eee uat of elle be es «6. Lael ean Siw ee te. 6.) to." © ae Ok! Selah SCO Nce we, Reha aie. et Ce ew SO Oe Mee in ho Mw elaa eel te! eke ge © O16 ma Fella @ meme se queid quasolg FO6T 
11 C69 FATT Soe’ ah ane @ fel ato. ele!cest) “ie ake) ol Meet wel eeketet. ive e276, 6° et Bite 6). 6.160 540 Str oo © Cue we, 6 Selle a es ae poke oe le 6» (ue elect e6ueue), bp pao, Malia we Mt cel Yoree bee he a oN Hehe) # eieehecamnt ie) elie) i al oneal eral me ten aa u “FOBT 
99 618'8c0°8 |————"-__— 
aegis era ne ania aa co secs eh eee, - peppy 2061 
ee 206 S68 
00 QGS ‘TP. OF se) ete we elle ate on ataijet = sr fey eh we Ri ee! ee MLenm la 6 to eee wel (een ls a exe” Siae.ene) arte hive ee: .€) ATO e we a exe) Cuma ae in: a jo uoqqlIM ssory e De 8 ee @ 
GE GLL‘OF6 ‘9 
ras ecg ‘OkG aie (6g) mehiaiielia ie, te. teh aetien)| Monied aya" a) 16) 6hiey (64 ser.w\ eo. 6 Nag SS SSSR IFS SN A ag Sele (ls de een a i ea Reims Cites” aC poppy EO AA ENS Rae ZO6L 
LO GIL GY 9 4. 
00 000‘0G . CXS ee 66S PRLO) 1S. bi eal ha we te OPE Tere Nee Sg 16) Ww Al 66116) .6: 8.0.0.) 6, Be eke. Mi .o. be lem ° SF. le SLO Le yee ie, B.e i) 6 Seed) here) yo W994Ta AM sso] er iia Oo a ps 
60 6IL‘O9F ‘9 
re OLE CTL OO CES si taee, Dke nh vategie? a ees a e.. Me)e ce bihes. ) ne. wale) eae | Mee le « a ete’ Rus tees eremtenb ea ugeh - Je'e is sehe eee oe mbar a © WO) OW Eee see I06L 
OG SRL LVL Cleat 
GF ¥22'206 etna linea dria seem Fh Lot 04 Hae Pn eS \ ea eaten Me Mea OTIS Ful ee i> icaneoee 006i 
90 £16 ‘FES ‘F en gers 
e) 8S 0FL Ge eels (wa, Set ele Te vedliue ie. salle wie! (aise: ial einy wie win ele ayia a] oe) ip) ee Bary AD, fe eae er ol ig.is 6681 
CEs160 FUL AS : . 
LP 828 126. . 4= ve tee a 6! ey 6) = case a Sahat oa va) ayerasa . peppy (veers e eo S68T 
OS ZOSCESE [TTT Ne eee ne eet Lene e eae teat 
"840 ¢ *Sq0 ¢ “$49 ¢ “syo ¢ "S40 ¢ $40 ¢ *$40 ¢ “1g (99q 
‘S061 ‘GO6L “LO6T ‘006T “668T “S68T a | 
ee A SS a ee ee ee ‘a4vq 
“LNQOODDY INVIgG 
‘LEL ON WIDTH Xi 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


542 


Lo 
[o) 
(o>) 
< 
= ‘COG ‘OL AVIT 
ra 
< 88202 re eR te fe 2s ie CORA By rs oe NSS ore cereale ELIS a he OE eh ee PR Bem See ete 
S 0¢ 9F8 tee Oy oe es ee Fae Pee ei ee ee teh ee cn a Pers oe Page eee er FOGT 
a 19 1FP‘69 See ar ee ite 
7 Pr nn Cec ee eee 84 yes Ie Oe pe Mt rs ere Mey Peay PN SO6T 
to 19 LLL‘S¢ ee a a ; ; 
2 02 £02 ‘E eae errs . COS we free ee é. ohales set. se oe . STR Re se ee Oe Re ae SR ete a atigh Ce ‘pappy ree ee ZO6L 
16 §1G°0¢ ae eae 
00 0GL‘Gez R aiyace Pe CR COSI e a a oe | a Pe eer oar a) ca eran ° yo u9qqLIA ssa"] a ee on eree 
16 828 ‘908 
GZ 126 1 Vib es. Ser pra s 6.4 16, 6 6 . . Se ee we wre Oe iw em bee oe e OA Tee 6 wo ‘poppy . - “1061 
PARCELS |B) re eae 
00 00¢‘96 She ip ellos) Bhs olecreyee SER « eos oe yo U944tIM Ssor] ee ere ee ee 
GL ZOYTOF 
Ch OFL‘Z Fee Oe el WG Sle ere eM ah e 6. mleveGi@ “sce eiilise s oe eke © Owe Ee cate 6 oon se ‘peppy wis sin Seale e 0061 
LE COP GOS. ita ga 
0G LF ‘E9 igh) 6 ROAD wee. ORLA MIN ead eck Ow ean ee . yo Udg}IIM sso'yT oe . 
LL 688°C9F 
(ey) F0E‘T cee o 28 0.0 Wis ee Ol be ke Lae ee ee re ame DOO LW O° 6 © 6 eee ¥ 6681 
GO E8o°T9F ae NER ts 
00 000% [ttt “yo uaqqtam ssary|trr ts oo 
ZO ese"rag 
00 668'T ole 6 es bie ee pe «win ale ee cove ‘peppy i Cea S68T 
VAN) 989‘ZGG pie ey ELS Be Per) ty ee ce) ae oe ee Pee, 1681 
¢ ‘610.9 ‘s70 gs “BIOs SI0e Ss “SoD ace “‘sjo" > °@ sjo ¢ ‘TE “99, 
"POGT "S06T ‘CO6L “L061 ‘0061 “668T ‘S681 — 
ee eee eee ee eee ee eer rr OOOO eon @ | 
“UNDODOY LNELVg / 


CROPS LG sO Nei ee oe 


| 
| 
| 


Cc. F. SISE. 


Mr. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 543 
APPENDIX No. 1 


Q. It shows the amount written off in each year?—A. And tae amounts added. 

Q. It shows the amount written off and added since 1887. Before that time are 
they shown in the annual statements?—A. They are shown in the annual statements. 

Q. Here is a summary of the capital stock in each year from the year 1880 ‘down 
to 1904 as shown in these statements?—A. That was taken from our books, and it is 
corrrect. 

Q. Mr. McFarlane says it is correct. 


Exhibit No. 128. 
BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY. 
STATEMENT of the capital stock as shown by the annual report on the 31st December, 


. in each year, 
SpeCeMicre Wem SOU MME RIS err me ie reMatcvsli ae...’ $ $77,600 
(79 


Oe ere ee eS  §—B00-000 
« toe sa... oe aiee1,000,000 
“ DS Gae Mesenteric, . «5. toe 1,000,000 
‘ Peg pace ee a. =. .. -.. <2 1,000,000 
é tse ee ee. oo  eh9068,000 
“ Sopp ere mer ad hiay oiih. Pt T800000 
i ao ater eee wt es)... A STEON0 
¢ SG Re yn ee ne og 2a LT RO00 
a 186 on ae ee ee meee arora e)(  . . 1,400,000 
tO ee eee AOL 000 
é SO teers ert Mee oo. 5. * 1,996-900 
4 A S02e ee. te eA. , 2,900,000 
: ie jeer ere... of, 1. 9,497,600 
: se Penn eer eS. 2 87168,000 
LOS eater pene Weert sA))),.6° 3. a» 8,168,000 
“ A SUC mee Be ere een, Ses SaslOTB 168,000 
“ ee (enna ar er Petters 5. .., ./3,168:000 
ane PASO O Mr TFS? eae ene fe 9 oi" 108,580,000 
¢ 80 ease or meena Oe). 0112. 6. 960,000 
g DODGE ie eevee ame etek 8,000,000 
: TO Ieee Ae nei nee eee s)! 4, MOUERK EB O00000 
d HOO Ge Gee AM nd sean ede b/c. oy & BL8OB/880 
“ EGR e ee ears eo pneneetr tts hy 2. 6,000,000 
es i ners Seca oredr? 5. 20.0... < 7;016,960 


Q. What is this statement, Mr. Sise (producing document) ?—A. It is our plant 
account, showing from year to year our purchases and expenditures on plant, on instru- 
ments, and also in several years the amount written off for depreciation. 


Exhibit No. 129. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 


Plant Account. 


1880—Purchages of plants.. ........ .. $166,535 50 
TR TCIede ess 2 als srs en ee 0,469 78 
—_—§ 187,005 28 

1881—-Purchase of plants... .. .. .. .. .. $ 39,100 00 


PEA DeUWNed etrir es is halen car ase. | 90,400° 69 
—————_ 182,533 69 
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1882—Expended.. 


“ 


1883—Expended. . 


“ 


1884—Expended. . 


cc 


1885—Expended.. .... .. 


74 


“ 


1886—Expended. . 


““ 


1887—Expended. . 


14 


Lessenlants0ld:...- ..- 


1888—Expended. . 


6c 


Less plant sold..-.... 


1889—Expended. . 


(74 


1890—Expended. . 


ce 


1891—Expended. . 
1892—Expended. . ’ 
Less written aie 


1893—Expended. . : 
Less written eee 


1894—-Expended.. .. 
1895—Expended. . 
1896—Expended. . 
1897—Expended. . 

Less teution De 


1898—Expended.. .. 


1899—Expended.......... ef ae 


1900—Expended. . 
1901—Expended. . 
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. $ 80,484 70 


on instr bee i+ ee 


43,943 65 


. $126,275 41 


8,236 43 


.. $130,369 74 


9,583 18 


. $217,738 87 


10,407 21 
22,055 00 


. $176,939 48 


on Pits pee de. ee 


13,877 55 


F . $184,955 21 
on ernment. Jeera eee nae 


16,909 42 


$201,864 63 
365 00 


. 184,403 58 


16,656 85 


$201,060 43 
90,381 60 


: . $168,700 96 
on Petia: i Pee eee 
irrelase rer tale tics (sc as hqntorenees 


15,886 64 
21,614 38 


. $309,889 70 


on Peete enianiee ote gee meee. 


14,686 93 


.. $368,123 49 


111,351 50 


. $376,263 36 


49,275 10 


. $841,214 09 


150,000 00 


é 


.. $712,206 48 


50,000 0 


194,378 35 
134,511 84 


139,952 92 


250,201 08 


190,816 98 


201,499 63 


110,678 83 


206,201 98 


324,576 63 
331,560 71 


256,771 99 


326,988 26 
261,629 84 
308,835 71 
169,005 05 


191,214 09 
271,828 47 
730,282 '73 
902,938 49 


662,206 48 
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a ee es se. ne 5. $580,058 OF 
Peewee eee... ss | 41.850 00 
488,803 32 
1 Beer Te PURO Fee 1,129,950 21 
LLL 1 haenn sieges cope Gh panel al i Nel aay ely 1,174,595 17 
Opes Moccmberecis 100 unum... -.. 2... $9,203,467 73 


For division of plant account and patent account from 1898 to 1904 see attached 
statement. j 


Montreau, May 12, 1905. 


Q. It shows the total corresponding with the last annual statement, and there is 
edded an appendix showing ¢he plant and patent accounts separately from 1898 to 
1904. They appear together I understand in the annual statement ?—A. Yes, this was 
tLe separation that the Committee asked for. 

Q. Mr. Sise, what do you call this ?:— 


Exhibit No. 129a. 
_ THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 


PLANT ACCOUNT. PATENT ACCOUNT. ‘Net amount 
5 shown 
Year. | | —- ——] in statement 
expended 

Added. Deducted. Added. Deducted. | in each year. 
$ ets. $ ets. $ ets. $ ets. $ = cts. 

IS, cere Mee at ce Gs Voce dere tne f 2 A SOS iA pink tak gt oath 1,899 00 93,000 00 180,727 47 
cbs eee Pate pre ode ee a A (BU, COT becca aee ae 1,804 75 63,427 50 668,159 98 
TUOU CE, serene eek Sache onihces 9077956 49 1 oo aN 2,140 45 96,500 00 808,578 94 
PL ie es tea a tates ee ons 712,206 48 50,009 0 1,221 25 | 255,750 00 407,677 73 
1902 2 Pe AMO fy nse Si wen 530,653 32 41,850 00 GAUL shnuts ate sine 492,007 02 
5 AN ey hata Sas Wt Snel eae ee ee a ; To iey. GOO tek (eon st: OO OO fig arent oy 1,145,614 21 
ONES SS Be eR PTY et ey Ce PT DOOR TT ie, , 94607:60 FB Sale Fe 1,175,441 67 


May 12, 1905. 


Q. What is meant by the column in 129 A. How do you arrive at the net amount 

added in each year ?—A. The amount added to plant in 1898 is $271,828.47. 

~Q. Yes /—A: The amount added to patent account in that year was $1,899 and 
the amount deaucted from patent account was $93,000, and that brings the result as 
shown in plant and patent account for that year to $180,727.47. 

Q@. I mean as shown on the face of the statement ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Taking the total first of the three columns and declaring the fourth ?—A. It 
is not as clear as it might be. 

Q. This statement shows the growth of the plant account in each year 2—A. From 
1880 to date ? 

Q. ‘faken from the annual statements down to 1897 inclusive. And then the fig- 
ures here given are not in the annual report ?—A. What is put in is now combined. 

Q. Not classified, it is put in in the aggregate in the annual report. 

Q. What do you call construction, then, Mr. Sise, for the purpose of these state- 
ments ? How do you distinguish from the amount which you expend in each year out 
of the revenue and charge as the ordinary operating expenses, and the amount which 
you charge to capital and add to that construction account ?—A. If we spend $50,000 
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and $25,000 of that is maintenance or reconstruction or operating,, that is charged <o 
revenue account. But if of that $50,000, 325,000 is new plant, capable of producing a 
new revenue, that is charged to capital account. Nothing is charged to capital account 
which is not for the purpose of producing a new revenue. If we take down a line of 
poles worth $10,000 and put up another for $20,000, giving double earning capacity, 
one half is charged to revenue and the other half to capital, because of the increase of 
new revenue. 

@. How is that done, when is it done /—A. At the end of the year when the ac- 
counts come in. 

@. It is not done at the time of the expenditure ?—A. No, the account is kept at 
the time. 

Q. I understand that, the outlay is kept /—A. There is a separation between capi- 
ia] and revenue—— 

Q. The separation between capital and revenue is not done at the time. Probably 
% would not be practicable to do it ?—A. No. 

Q. Then in the account, if we look for instance in any year—take a late year, per- 
Laps it will be more satisfactory—the year 1904, page 453. By far the largest item of 
expenses in that account is under the head of operating, $2,073,492.85, and on the next 
page, 454, the second item, you added to plant and patent account in the year $1,175,- 
441.67. And by reference to the statement which we have just put in it appears that 
a very large part of that second item is amount added for construction ?@—A. That is 
added for construction—added to capital account. 

Q. What does this item refer to, the item of operating, charged to revenue, what 
does that include ?—A. Operating proper, maintenance, reconstruction—items of that 
class which do not add to the revenue. 

Q. It includes as well as the cost of operating the plant a certain amount of main- 
tenance and a certain amount of what may be called construction ?—A. Reconstruc- 
tion. 

Q. Reconstruction, you confine it to?—A. No construction is found in the revenue 
account. 

Q. In the earlier years you started, I think,—did you ever separate cost of main- 
tenance from the cost of operating?—A. No. I think we did in our books but not in 
our annual statement. 

Q. Cost of operating includes maintenance and operation?—A. As stated here. 

Q. Have you made a statement showing how much of this is maintenance and how 
much operation each year ?—A. I think we filed that statement. 

Q. I do not think it is filed. 


Mr. McFariane.—(Producing statement)—There are the operating expenses. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I think we had better have this copied separately. There are some other things 
on the paper. Bond interest is on the paper as well as operating?’—A. It should be 
separated. ° 

Q. I would like a statement showing in two columns the operating and the main- 
tenance. ra 


' 
1 


Mr. McFaruane.—Here is one. 


Mr. C. F. SISE. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 547 


APPENDIX No. 1 
Exhibit No. 180. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 


Deratts of Operating and Maintenance. 


ee Maintenance. Operating. Total. 

$ cts. $ cts. | $ cts. 
LSID sick Paisteivs WUE PeVeAaNt ad SRERAN SE hecho saree cFak » SIM sca 331,811 57 441,918 03 773,729 60 
1A EOS RSE nara en et] Ss een ee ea a 360,798 35 412,621 72 773,420 07 
Sah yeasts Ake Barirahie Baie BPE pet beteece 2 Sotarah- earn ae : *563,040 26 411,998 68 975,038 94 
1 Sha ag RN an fo RS SPY sane pe eno 451,416 80 445,721 93 897,138 73 
DOR CRMs oct ee ww, He ES 542,743 95 482,471 36 | 1,025,215 31 
OOO Rai ees <3. MOLE oF Pisa meer ate nhs eee a8 o 8d 613,376 09 533,476 75 1,146,852 84 
eee er er ee ef i. +772,812 73 601,611 80 | 1.374.424 53 
Ue Ue AS vA gL a 2 Se Os 775,933 97 660,954 23 1,436,888 20 
DDO entn at NTA tie Ms ee RE dee, BS mS» 8 Ae 965,542 20 821,886 81 1,787,429 01 
TOA Sait ee not oyicsre-x Ore ee ee ore Sera Cci hens ee 1,069,774 70 1,003,717 65 2,073,492 35 


*$150,000 taken from contingent account. +$50,000 taken from contingent account. The amounts 
deducted from construction in 1897 and 1901 for reasons given in annual statements were of course added 
to maintenance. 


May 10, 1905. . 
Wrirness.—Under the head of operating I suppose you mean operators’ salaries 
and similar charges ? 


Q. It does not matter what I mean. You have kept them separate?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have been in the habit of keeping under one class the wages of your em- 
ployees required in the keeping up of the service?—A. Yes. 

Q. And in each year what is called maintenance, the expenditure upon the plant 
including reconstruction ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And we will have a statement showing in each year the amount expended for 
maintenance and the amount expended for operating ?—A. I think we can furnish 
that. 

Q. In these accounts they are all credited together, in charges against the revenue 
under the heading ‘ Operating ’?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then, to go back to the question in this account in the statement of 1904, at 
page 453, the reconstruction as you have explained, will be found under the heading 
‘ Operating expenses,’ and charged to revenue?—A. That is where it will be found. 

- Q. And anything in the nature of new construction that adds to the value of the 
new plant is included in the second item on page 454?2—A. Yes. 
Q. And forms part A. Of the plant and patent account. 

Q. And forms part of the construction, added to capital, and that is the way in 

which these accounts are kept. 


Mr. Larteur.—Mr. Sise did not say ‘added to value of plant.’ 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. You made a distinction. I have used the words, ‘ That adds to the value of the 
plant,’ and you said ‘ that brought increased revenue to the company.’ Is there a dif- 
ference in your mind? I want to know?—A. There is a great difference, because we 
might take down a line of poles or we might put the same kind of wires underground, 
and in doing so we might very greatly increase the cost and not add a farthing in value 
to the earning power. 

Q. How would you charge that if you did that?—A. To reconstruction. 
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Q. On account of revenue?—A. If there is a surplus of wires that have a greater 
earning power after the change is made that surplus is charged to construction or 
capital account. \ 

Q. If the conduits or poles give you a greater capacity for additional wires ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. That you will charge to construction account?—A. To capital account. 

Q. And the test*is whether it will earn more revenue?—A. If it adds to the rev- 
enue earning power then it is charged to capital account. 

Q. Now, in this statement of 1904 you have among the items of expenses, ‘ bon] 
interest, $100,000.’ That is on page 453?-A. Yes. 

Q. And looking below you appear to have a bond account of $2,000,000. That 
is bonds have been issued by the Company for that amount?—A. Those are bonds that 
have been issued. 

Q. And the interest is 5 per cent?—A. Yes. 

Q. Apparently; have these bonds realized par?—A. Par or better. 

Q. Par or better. Have you received in some cases more than par; have you 
received a premium on the sale of the bonds ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. And where does the premium appear ?—A. It will be on page 449, for instance, 
in the statement for 1902, it is referred to; the premium on stock and also the premium 
on bonds, ‘this premium together with the premium on the bonds, $22,809.24 ($121,- 
649.24), in accordance with our custom in the past have been carried to the contingent 
account.’ That is on page 449. 

Q. Yes, and on page 450 you have premium on bonds sold and added to contingent 
account, and there are other instances of that kind. Mr. McFarlane has given me 
a statement as to the issue of bonds. Will you look at that, Mr. Sise, that appears to 
be a statement of the sales of bonds and the amounts realized, and where they have 
been placed to the credit of the account?—A. That is right. 


3 


Exhibit No. 181. 


BOND ACCOUNT. 


Ten year issue, maturing April 1, 1904, renewed for one year. 


Year | Issued. At Discouut. At Premium. | Cash Received. 

$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 

fhe to” BA Wee ie, Ree PR te: Se, he ee 77,200 00 BeS84:5Ge 1 ne: Dabs 71,865 50 
PRS AR ee eee ea ea ces 16,200 00 LOSS O00 Oe eee amie 15,152 01 
EL GSO ve ee ERE Me ie Ot aa meee ete Si500 00 | sec eee eee 115 00 87,715 00 
BOOM eahath le dbs «Lee ee eee be 240,600; 002 3 (2 Ota e ee 56 50 240,656 50 
CRS eaten ie AS EAE RES Senko oon 78,400 00 91. Hci8 ya cis oo ee eee 78,400 00 
| 500,000 00 6,382 50 ies 50 | 493,789 00 


In 1894 $78,350 were redeemed, and in 1895 $35,650, or a total of $114,000, leay- 
ing $386,000 which were renewed at par with 30-year bonds, dated April 1, 1895. 
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Thirty year issue was made as follows: 


Year. ee ate At Premium of Cash. 

$ cts. $ cts. | $ cts. 

Sete an tS Geld 2 Sian, CF Ra a rey ore 386,000 00 Need 4 BOS 2 At 386,000 00 
EOS ee anit Se al ee nat ee GOR iS ne ee Se ame ee 214,000 00 10,750 00 224,750 00 
OM PONS oo ahd oisck LIS Bee Ee eh ee 273,500 006 19,491 25 292,991 25 
ENOL seeut Ca GRS M r a lea I RN Sate ie : 66,500 00 6,650 00 73,150 00 
SOG ies tN ork ei at Jaret ee ONE ok 1,000 00 100 00 1,100 00 
isis Bie SS cael a Aa EAs it Med Me lah tere 69,000 00 10,177 50 (9 Azo 
HO OOM Mates roar Me Une ge Oe Fa A ee See ee 190,000 00 18,775 00 208,775 00 
Ware coe Si, aN Se ee Rg ease aS: Aaa 550,000 00 53,361 00 603,361 00 
MR nee Re Or |. ee Stina Ae ee ere ta eBoy bate 250,000 00 22,809 24 272,809 24 
2,000,000 00 142,113 99 2,142,113 99 


Premiums of 1895, 1896, 1900, 1901, 1902 were credited contingent fund. 
Premiums of 1897, 1898, 1899 were credited plant account. 


Q. A list of dividends paid was asked for the other day and I am not sure but 
what you produced it. Yes, I find that is in. (Exhibit No. 94.) I want to summarize 
this in one question. You appear to have paid two per cent quarterly regularly since 
31st December, 1885 ?—A. I think there was a period there when no dividend was 


paid, in 1894, 


Q. No, there are four payments in 1894. Up to 1885 the dividends are smaller 
and irregular ?—A. From that time we paid two per cent. 

Q. From the 31st December, 1885, and that is the statement of the dividends 
paid ?/—A. From June, 1884, to December 31, 1885, no aividend was paid. 

(2. Preto June, 1884, io Deccn Ler 31st, 1885, no dividend was paid; that appears 
clear. Now you have in the statement for 1904 among other assets, an item of $927,- 
056.50 ‘stock in other companies,’ and I think the statement of that was put in by you 
the other day?—A. I think we filed that. 

Q. On page 483 of the evidence (Exhibit No. 106), some of these are quite small, 
but the largest ones are the New Brunswick Telephone Company, $79,950. Have you 
got it, page 483?—A. I have it. 

Q. And the Nova Scotia Telephone Company is $69,750? These are the com 
panies of which we have heard. Mr Senator Thompson was examined since you were 
here before, with reference to the affairs of the New Brunswick Telephone Company, 
and Mr. Winfield has given evidence about the Nova Scotia Telephone Company. The 
next is the Federal Telephone Company, $28,185; where is that company ?—A. Their 
work to-day is confined to Montreal, they do not do an exchange business, they have 
private lines and they do little or no business. 

Q. They do little or no business, and what tiney do is in Monireal?—A. Yes; they 
have no exchange. 

Q. They have no exchange. Then we have the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany, $200,000; what is that company, Mr. Sise?—A. That is a telegraph company 
waoich was organized about 1885, I think, with telephone rights. They do a telegraph 
business and work in connection with other telegraph companies, and they also do a 
telephone business. 

Q. Where is the head office?—A. At Kingston. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Is that company still in existence ?—A. Oh, it is operating. 
Q. Is that the company that Mr. Bampfield represents?—A. That is Mr. Bamp- 


field’s company, organized by the Rathbuns, of Deseronto. 
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Q. And their field of operation is in the central part of the province of Ontario? 
—A. The central part. 
- Q. Their lines radiate from Kingston ?—A. North from Kingston and Port Hope. 
Q. And as far west as Port Hope. 


Mr. Mactean.—Do they extend as far west as Manitoba and the North-west Ter- 
ritories ? 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Mr. Maclean wants to know if the North American Telegraph Company have 
any lines in the North-west?—A. I do not think they have at present, but they are 
contemplating going there. 

Q. Have they increased their capital?—A. Yes. 

Q. To what amount has the capital been increased?—A. Of our company? 

Q. No, the North American Telegraph Company, recently?—A. I think it has 
been increased to $10,000,000. I think so. 

Q. That has been done ?—A. I think so. I am not quite sure about that. 

Q. By the statutes of last session, Mr. Sise?—A. Yes. 

Q. And what is the total issue of stock? What proportion of it do you hold? Do 
you know?—A. We hold $200,000. That is all that has been issued. 

Q. You hold the whole of it?—A. The whole of it. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. And have you not transferred the ‘nead office of this company to Winnipeg ’— 
A. No. 
@. You intend to?—A. We are going to, yes. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. This $200,000 which we have here is the whole capital stock of the North 
American ‘l'elegraph Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. When did you acquire that stock in the North American Telegraph Company? 
Recently ?—A. Some years ago. The Rathbuns induced us to buy them out. 

Q. Yes; the North American Telegraph Company has not commenced operations 
in the North-west yet?—A. They are negotiating for the purchase of lines in the 
North-west. but nothing has yet been concluded. 

Q. Can you give us a list of the officers of the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany now ? What are the names of the officers for the North American Telegraph 
Company ’—A. I am the president, Mr. Bampfield is the secretary, but I cannot say 
off-hand ‘who the directors are. 

Q. A list can be given ?—A. They are probably directors in the Bell Telephone 
Company. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Have the shares been issued yet; are they subscribed for, all this $10,000,000? 
—A. No; $200,000 have been subscribed and paid for. 

Q. Have the shares been issued yet, or subscribed for for this new company ?—A. 
Oh, no; they were going out to the North-west, and we were going to leave the North- 
west wnen the legislation out there interfered. We had disposed of all our stock, or 
contracted to do so, and the North American Telegraph Company increased its capital 
for the purpose of purchasing from us. We could not get the funds for carrying on 
the business in the east, and these parties found they could do nothing in the North- 
west, that it was not an opportune time to do anything, and the stock was transferred 
back. 
Mr ic. Hf. SISH. 


& 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 551 


APPENDIX No. 1 
By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. Tie Bell Telephone Company was going to sell to the North American Tele- 
graph Company their line?—A. Their long-distance lines. 

Q. In Manitoba?—A. Wherever they could; wherever the North American Tele- 

graph Company could get the money to buy them. 
_ Q. And there was some difficulty about the local legislation?—A. Yes. It was not 
an opportune time to do anything; but if it had been the Norta American Telegraph 
Company would have taken over everything, and we would have retired from the 
North-west, because we could not get an increase of capital stock. 

Q. Did you show us where the lines that you have in the Northwest are ?—A. A 
map was filed here. 

Q. What are the principal exchanges ?—A. Winnipeg, Brandon, Portage la Prai- 
rie, Regina, Calgary, Lethbridge, all the large: towns there, we have a great many 
changes in the Northwest, but it requires an enormous amount of money. It costs a 
yery great deal to build there, and consequently our work was restricted. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Why does it cost more to build there than in the eastern provinces /—A. The 
freight on the plant makes a difference of 25 per cent on the cost of plant, and out 
there we cannot get poles. : 

Q. And the North American Telegraph Company is another company in which 
you hold all the stock and control. But you have a large amount of unissued capital ? 
--A. Yes. We have only issued $200,000 capital, the original capital was $1,000,000 
authorized. 

Q. But it is an active operating company ?—A. It is operating. 

Q. Its present field of business is along the north shore of Lake Ontario and the 
Bay of Quinté ?—A. It is confined to that at present. 

Q. Then the next company we have here is the Northern Electric and Manufac- 
turing Company, $279,000, what is the business of that company ¢—A. They manu 
facture apparatus of every kina! for everybody, everywhere. 

Q. All electric 2A. Not necessarily all electrical. 

Q. Its business.is not wholly confined to electrical instruments ?—A. That is in 
connection with electrical apparatus. 

Q. Do they manufacture telephones ?—A. Telephones, everything of that kind. 

Q. Are the telephones which they manufacture, wholly manufactured in Canada 
or are parts imported ?—A. I do not think we have one imported telephone, and have 
not for years. They are all manufactured in Canada. 


Mr. Burrows.—You asked if all parts are manufactured in Canada. 


By Mr. Chrysler: ® 


Q. You say you do not think you have one now in use, is that what you mean ?— 
A. I do not think there is one in existence that we have not manufactured. 

Q. Speaking for the Bell Telephone Company, do you buy all your telephones 
from the Northern Electric Manufacturing Company ?—A. I am speaking of teie- 
phones strictly. 

Q. And they manufacture them ?—A. Yes, they manufacture them. 

Q. The question I asked was, are the parts imported ?—A. None at all, they are 
wholly manufactured in Canada. There are times when they are rushed for work, and 
we want a small quantity, and we buy them where we can. We are not under con: 
tract to buy from anybody. 

Q. Are any parts of instruments so used imported by the Northern Electric Com- 
pany, any parts of the telephone instruments 2—A. I think the Northern Electrical 


Company imports a rubber shell; they are not made in Canada. 
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Q. For the receiver —A. Yes, I think that is all they import, and there are none 
made in Canada. : , 
_Q. These parts are not made in Canada ?—A. No. ; 

Q. And the other parts of the instrument, they A. Manufacture wholly. 

Q. Now, I have not asked you I think whether this is all the stock of the Northern 
Electric and Manufacturing Company ?—A. That is all that has been issued. 

Q. That is all that has been issued ?—A. Except what is the directors’ holding 
for qualification. 

Q. The total is $279,000. (That is on page 483). That is the total issue of stock 
of the Northern Electric (—A. No, that is the stock held by the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. 

Q. What is the total amount issued ?{—A. $300,000 of capital. The balance, the 
remaining balance I assume to be the directors’ qualification shares. 

Q. The balance igs the qualification directors’? shares 2—A. I presume so. 

Q. So that the Bell Telephone Company, except the directors’ shares, hold al] the 
issued shares of the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company ?’—A. They do. 

Q. Where is the manufactory of the Northern Electric Company situated ?—A. In 
Montreal. ~ 

Q. Does the Northern Electric Company sell to other firms and companies ?—A. 
Sells to everybody who wants to buy. 

Q. They have no exclusive contract to sell to you?—A. No; nor we with them. 

Q. Nor have you any exclusive contracts to buy from them ?—A. None at all; we 
buy wherever we can do the best. 

Q. Who are the directors of the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company ? 
—A. They are practically the directors of the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. Practically the directors of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. I may explain: 
The Bell Telephone Company manufactured, and it was not a distinet corporation, 
but under the charter of the Bell Telephone Company they could only manufacture 
telephonic apparatus, and we had $100,000 worth of valuable macliaery there, that 
could only be worked perhaps a month in the year, and in order to get the value out of 
that we took that charter giving them the general manufacturing powers. 

Q. Tat is the history of the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company. 
When was it organized?—A. I think about ten years ago; I am not sure. 

Q. Is there a reference to it in any annual report ?—A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. We can find out. There is a reference in one report about the new factory 
being near completion; is it about that date2—A. Yes. 

Q. I just opened by chance at page 426 in the report for 1891. There is a state- 
ment there: ‘Since our last annual report the factory buildings on Acqueduct street, 
Montreal, have been completed, and are now in successful operation, employing about 
200 men.’—A. That is the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company. 

Q. That is the factory at which the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Com- 
pany manufacture, and the company was organized about that time, was it?—A. About 
that time. 

Q. Well, by getting this charter were you enabled to enter into the manufacture 
of other things besides the telephone?—A. General purposes; for general electrical 
purposes. 

Q. Now, looking at the next company in this list, the Wire Cable Company, off 
which you hold $260,000 at par value of tne stock. What is the Wire Cable Company ? 
—A. This is a company for the manufacture of copper wire, all sorts of cable, insu- 
lated wire and apparatus of that kind. 

Q. Does it manufacture the copper wire that you use for your lines?—A. They 
manufacture the whole of it practically. 

Q. Practically the whole of the copper wire used for your lines. Do you hold all 
the stock except the directors’ qualification stock that there is in that company ?—A. 
No; we only hold about 50 per cent of the stock. 
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q. Fifty per cent?—A. Fifty-eight or 60 per cent. 

J. You hold more than a majority ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the rest is held by?—A. Outsiders. I may say we hold—I am a share- 
holder myself, that is not the Bell Telephone Company, 

Q. The Bell Telephone itself ‘nolds ?—A. $260,000. 

Q. It has $500,000 issued stock 2—A. $500,000. " 

Q. Then we know what proportion it holds, and the balance is held by different 
people. Who are the officers of the Wire and Cable Company ?—A. I am the president, 
I think Senator Robert Mackay is vice-president, and the directors are practically the 
same as in the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company, except that other 
parties who are interested in New York are on the board. 

Q. There are some others on the board outside the Bell directors, and where is 
their factory 2—A. In Montreal. 

_ Q. When was this company organized?—A. About six or seven years ago. 

Q. Have you any exclusive arrangement with the Wire and Cable Company ’—A. 
None at all. On the contrary we have bought:a very large amount a short time ago 
from a concern that was in competition with them and gave us a better price, and we 
purchased from them. We have no contract with the Wire and Cable Company to 
purchase from them. . 

Q. You said a few moments ago that they furnished practically all the copper 
wire?—A. Yes; what we purchased in that one order was within 15 per cent of the 
year’s consumption. | 

Q. You are not under any obligation to buy from the Wire and Cable Company ? 
—A. None whatever. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


* Q. How much of their output does your Bell Telephone take?—A. Without being 
able to speak with any certainty, I should say we take about one-nalf of their output, 
and a little less of the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company. They sell to 
whoever they please. . ) 

Q. A little less than one-half of the Northern Electric Company’s output ?—A. 

I think go. 
_ Q. We have some statements on page 483 of the actual amount paid to the Northern 
Electric and Manufacturing Company during the five years ending December 31, 1904? 


—A. Oh, yes. 


Q. Also the amounts of the purchases from the Wire Cable Company ?—A. For 


five years. ; 
Q. During five years. I see that in your purchases from the Northern Electric 


and Manufacturing Company, Limited, the largest item is for switchboards ?—A. 


Yes. 


Q. They manufacture switchboards, and the next item in amount is for telephone 
instruments ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And another large item is for line and battery material, &. What does that 
mean ?—A. They manufacture a great deal of line material, for instance all our cro3s 
arms, which is a very large amount. 

Q. Wooden cross arms ?—A. And material; they make all our battery cells; I do 
not know if they manufacture it all now, but they manufacture batteries. 

Q. Then the purchases from the Wire Cable Company are classified under three 
heads, and the prinicpal items are ‘leaded cables’ and ‘bare wire.’ Now, that is the 
end of the list except two small companies which I will not refer to. There is the Sher- 
brooke Telephone Association, $1,450, and a couple of small ones at the top, the Tele- 
phone Company of Prince Edward Island and the St. Martins Telephone Company. 
We have not heard anything about the telephone in Prince Edward Island, is there 


one there ?—A. Yes, there is. 
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Q. What is the name of the company, this is the name of it, is it +A. Yes. 
Prince Edward Island Telephone Company. 

Q. That is independent of the Bell Telephone Company {—A. Wholly so. 

Q. What proportion of stock do you hold in it 2A. About 15 per cent; I am not 
sure what their capital is now. 

Q. Had you at one time exchanges in Prince Edward Island ?—A. We had. 

Q. And have you withdrawn; did you sell out to them ?—A. We sold out and 
withdrew wholly. 

Q. Made a similar arrangement to the one with the New Brunswick Company ?— 
A. Yes, except that we are not represented on the board. 

Q. You have no representation on the board, and no arrangement for purchasing 
supplies from you ?—A. None whatever. 

Q. Now, we have the connection between these manufacturing companies and our 
company; I would like to extend the question which has already been asked, have the 
Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company, or the Wire Cable Company, any ex- 
clusive arrangements with any other telegraphic or telephone companies @—A. None 
at all. ‘ 

Q. With the New Brunswick Telephone Company or the Nova Scotia Telephone 
Company ?—A. None at all, no contracts with anybody. 


Mr. Mactean.—You might, ask particularly under what forms do they buy sup- 
plies; is it by tender or in what way 2 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Mr. Maclean wants to know about your business arrangements with the North- 
ern Electric and Manufacturing Company; for instance, we will take them one at a 
time. How are prices fixed between that company and yours?—A. Well, we have one 
or two cases in point now that will explain it. Some switchboards that we were re- 
quiring, for, if I am not mistaken, Kingston, I am not sure. But the price that we 
obtained from the United States for that switchboard was two or three thousand dol- 
lars lower than the price of the Northern Ulectric and Manufacturing Company. 

Q. From what company in the States ?—A. I do not know whether that is the 
Kellogg Company or not. I am not sure. I do not know, as I do not attend to all the 
details myself. But we ask all these companies to tender and the Northern Electric 
and Manufacturing Company being unable to tender on favourable terms, the order 
was given to the United States firm. 

Q. Did you ask for tenders ?—A. We did not; we submitted our needs to each 
one. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You have a purchasing agent?—A. He buys wherever he can buy to the best 
advantage. 

Q. You have mentioned two companies, the Kellogg and the Western; they are 
ecmpeting with the Northern Electric. I mean they are competitors of the Northern ° 
Electric Company ?—A. Well, to a certain extent. 

Q. They are in the same business?—A. In the same business. 

Q. And is not this also true that they are controlled by the big American Telegraph 
and Telephone Company?—A. Well, I think you will find, I do not know anything 
about it, but my impression is that the Kellogg Company is one of the strongest oppon- 
ents—I do not know anything about it, that the American Company has now. The 
American Company has no knowledge of what we are asking for, we do not go to them 
or discuss it with them when we are buying switchboards or anything else, we go wher- 
ever we can do the best. 

Q. And you say this } 1rchase was made through your purchasing agent and at 
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the lowest possible price he could get, having regard to the quality and the service ?— 
A. Yes, no matter who it is. 

Q. The questions which have just been asked were directed, I believe, to the North: 
ern Electric and Manufacturing Company, what about the Wire Cable Company ?—- 


_A. The same conditions with regard to the Wire Cable Company. A short time ago 


we wanted a large quantity of copper wire, and their price was higher than the Do- 
minion Wire Company and we gave the Dominion Wire Company the order. There 
is a case in point. 

Q. Where is the Dominion Wire Company ?—A. In Montreal. 


Mr.Curyster.—I think, if the Committee will allow me, I will stop to-day at this 
point; I have got about as far as I am able to, with the examination of the books and 
papers I have been able to make. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Taking up this question of the North American Telegraph Company, that is 
practically to be the Western connection of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Oh, 
not at all. 

Q. What is it to be ? Those who are the directorate and the main part of it are 
the Bell Telephone people of Canada?—A. It is the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany. 

Q. Which is now being moved to the west with a capitalization of $10,000,000 ?— 
A. It was intended to be moved to the west. | 

Q. And it is intended to be the Western end of the Bell Telephone Company ?— 
A. I beg pardon, not at all; it is to be wholly independent. 

Q. But the same Board of Directors?—A. I beg pardon, an entirely different 
Board of Directors. 

Q. You said you were president of it?—A. No, they could not carry through the 
scheme. 

Q. And now it ® the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. I beg pardon again, it is the 
North American Telegraph Company. ; 

@. You are the president ?—A. I am. 

Q. Who are the directors?—A. I think they are all Bell directors. 

Q. If it is not the Bell Telephone Company it has the same directors?—A. Yes. 

Q. And it is going through the west ?—A. T do not know. It urdertooki to z0 
through but did not succeed. Parties in tne west may take over the whole thing, and 
if the parties do this we will sell out the whole thing to them. 

Q. You were going to sell out to the parties in the west?—A. Yes; they applied 
to get the plant, and then because of the legislation in the North-west, and because 
the present Bill was before parliament, and taney could get no rights from the Terri- 
tories, they deferred action, and we took it back off their hands. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. What Bill do you refer to?—A. The North-west Territories Bill, the Autonomy 
Bill. ; 


e 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Who are the parties in the North-west that you were negotiating with?—A. I 
could not give you the names at present because I do not recall them, but you will find 
them all in the application for the increase of capital 

Q. When was this application made ?—A. Made ? 

Q. Yes?—A. Last session. 

Q. But where the legislation was—that was in Manitoba?—A. Oh, no, it was not 
legislation on account of this company, but general telephone legislation. 
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Q. Was there something done in Manitoba with regard to telephone legislation ? 
—A. But not in reference to that company strictly. It was the general tone of the 
legislation, the trend of the legislation at that time was such that you could not seil 
stock in the North-west; that was one thing, too. E 

Q. Mr. Campbell announced himself in favour of public ownership or control?— 
A. Something of that kind. 


Examination adjourned till to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, May 17, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the Chair 


The examination of Mr. CO. F. Sise was resumed. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I understand, Mr. Sise, that you wish to correct a statement made by you yes- 
terday ?—A. In the examination yesterday I was asked from whom we obtained 
tenders for switchboards and I stated we obtained them—I find by the report we ob- 
tained them—from the Kellogg Company. I learn that we never asked the Kellogg Com- 
pany directly for any tenders, but we obtained that information from tne Hon. Fred 
Thompson, who has just bought one of the boards for St. John, N.B. I did not wish 
to have it understood that we applied to the Kellogg Company at all. We got the in- 
formation otherwise. I mention this for the sake of correcting the statement. 

Q. You have, I believe, Mr. Sise, a number of additional statements, summaries 
principally, of some of tne items in these annual reports ?—A.@ think they are all 
here. 

Q. What is this statement (producing statement) have you looked over this your- 
self ?—A. I have. 

Q. You know what that is ? It appears to be a statement of your stock accounts 
showing the amounts paid in cash and the——.A. And the premiums. 

Q. Yes, and the amounts paid otherwise than in cash.—A. Yes. 

Q. Separated. And also statements of tae premiums received from the sale of 
stock. The amounts paid otherwise than in cash are the amounts which have al- 
ready been mentioned in the evidence, $167,000 paid for license, and amounts issued 
to the American companies for the patents and patent rights assigned by the Canad- 
jan Telephone Company ?—A. That is correct. 


EXHIBIT No. 132. 


Stock Account, 3lst Drc., 1904. 


1 et i ene eee ME. oe $7,208,455 31 
Canadian Telephone Co., for license ............ F (167,000 00 
" " patents and patents rights. . 353,804 69 
ederal Telephone Co., plant......... go ats BD 182,700 00 
Account expenses in connection with organization. .. 5,000 00 
LUE ceaecaie tte i reel 7 ke ne hee $7,916,960 00 
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Stock Premiums. 


LOCG ru. ake eee <-> § 1,430 00 eererenne. 
[SUL AG ee 26,219 50 To suspense. 
Bele est  ae ha eee ee > a 123,729 73 To contingent. 
Mer eae ee cag Sets eT 1,272 00 To revenue. 

art ities ae CT QoS pl 1,990 00 " 
ESA tLUDGRS cacao e ear ae ee ey ee = emegl 385,105 80 To contingent. 
LEN aloes pated deat ane We tae tara 98,840 00 " 
CO AN NG Sup tek a coy 151,160 00 " 
ES Sag eee oC aaae «meee nee oe 479,240 00 T 
Potaleexss. bs) sae $918,987 03 


Q. Also an amount issued to the Federal Telephone Company for its plant and 
a small amount issued originally for tne expenses of organization. Now, the next 
statement I want to have a little explanation about before I put it in. If you look 
at page 453 of the evidence, Mr. Sise, you will see that the frst item in 
your receipts is ‘ exchanges less unearned rentals, $1,980,185.51.. What is meant by ‘less 
unearned rentals ?’—A. It means that a subscriber paying six months in advance is 
entitled to six months’ service, and if, through any cause, action or otherwise, we can- 
not give him that service we are under liability to him for that amount and must re- 
turn it. It also means in ease of tne company’s business generally that if they sgld 
out their business to any other companies they would have to pay that company to 
carry that liability to its termination precisely the same as in the vase of unearned 
insurance premiums in an insurance company. It is an absolute liability to the 
company. | 

Q. Yes, and being a liability perhaps as a matter of book-keeping it should be 
on the other side of the account. However, this is the way it ‘nas been done and to 
get the actual earnings from your exchanges in these years where the item ig put in 
in that way, we should really add unearned rental and then deduct it as a hability ?~— 
A. Yes, that is done in the balance sheet, 

Q. That is done in the balance sheet. And in this particular year the statement 
which I have here, which I have asked for from your officers, shows that in the year 
1904, the amount deducted on account of unearned rentals was $55,336.60, and similar- 
ly during the years from 1890 down to 1904 various amounts have been deducted in 
each year, which are shown by. this statement. The total of the sums deducted in 
those fifteen years is shown below, in the item in your balance sheet of unearned 
rental reserve, which amounts to $397,087.86 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That statement shows what these balance sheets do not show ?—A. That is 
correct. 

Q. Tne way in which that unearned rental has been carried forward in each year? 
This is a statement of the amounts deducted for unearned rentals in each year, and 
by adding that to the exchange receipts in each year we get the gross receipts from 
exchanges ?—A. That is correct. 
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Gross Revenue from all Sources. 


Deducted 
Year — Account— Unearned Balance. 
Rentals. 

$ cts. $ cts $ cts. 

1880 6 | ss <I oes ales cate ae 99, 670°C!) Eat atcncre ie setae teres 29,670 58 
PRR). sats ie eee ee 401,049 WOT > oom iidsc, deweee nat 101,049 69 
1889)... Se re, hisce i Sade peence teres 0.» LOL .TSG387> — ON ce wtse cee see cee 161,786 37 
5 829! sates sci Mer AM os i ONT Gide TS: eT aise aie eee eee 217,624 73 
pee i eS es ee T63 04402) = WG, Cashak tees eee 283,044 92 
{ORE eee trae iat em. wag okt B62, SOOwa4 > Bu lacb eho nee cs 362,828 84 
BB cee Ley: hy a IRN i ee a a ee 445 SEF Aa? OC en aed ne kee mem oe 443,822 44 
Be MEE es PR os He Se a 520,002 0S L051. obi antortc ee ee 529,002 53 
BR eS ET ee ee ee GBB, S6R OS ene h ueee Shs nor in tresnin ers i 585,365 88 
TREE'S 6 nah i ia aa ee Sg 605, 964-705 a le i nuka yp aaa aes 605,964 76 
TO Opes aS ss Swe See 700,746 73 88,715 20 612,031 53 
LV oe Se oe eee Dennen acres ver A 775,932 26 8,476 50 767,455 76 
Pe ee os oa Keath od,k tas Ore 891,425 97 15,899 53 875,526 44 
Mee ee eS, oe ct a ain weenie 972,617 46 11,442 67 961,174 79 
TO RE ig Se a S745 ee mck 1,017,900 92 5,061 11 1,012,839 81 
Di ee Be. sv ee eat ee eo 1,093,372 14 6,247 86 1,087,124 28 
NRO ee Leh... eae Seine Mims teeeie ray 1,138,692 27 4,957 12 1,133,735 15 
UT CIE Se «vd td ilar eee ete aera 1,208,426 88 22,741 67 1,185,685 21 
ee ite i ass sw a Ce ae eee oe 1,312,538 54 | 9,594 50 1,302,944 04 
PROGR Soon... DAC Rane ee tem ere 1,469,161 73 12,478 67 1,456,683 06 
REMI), Shh Use gol cules bad ER 1,632,065 55 17,802 67 1,614,262 88 
AGT, cele) ee sce rd ati piacns eee Rees 1,867,521 93 15,986 71 1,851,535 22 
WMD foes gece MOE te Ree ee ee 2,158,615 83 73,481 57 2,085,134 26 
WRORE BRE ts bad ent cele atte ae mam a 2,571,140 59 48,865 48 2,522,275 11 
Ch: LY a MM ree ae Met ee lotic et hc moses aes 2,988,990 31 55,336 60 2,933,653 71 
GEA Sei dace le ae eee ee 25,1 9,309 85 397,087 86 24,722,221 99 


f 


Q. How is the amount that you have deducted in these years from the gross am- 
ount arrived at?—A. It is practically a little more than one-fifth of the gross revenue. 
As six months rental is collected in advance like every other income account, one-half 
ot that would probably be earned. Therefore 50 per cent is deducted from the six 
months. 

Q. That is if all the accounts were paid strictly on the very day of the beginning 
of the half year you would be really six months ahead of the time?—A. Yes, but they 
are not collectable the same date. That is the reason why that is done. 

Q. And this unearned rental reserve is really an asset ¢—A. It is a liability. 

Q. It is as you call it a reserve in addition to your other capital?—A. It is, yes. 

Q. I do not know that it is important, but just to see if we understand it properly. 
The amount in that statement stated to be carried to the credit of unearned rental 
reserve is $55,0002—A. For that year. 

Q. $55,336.60. There is nothing to which we can compare it because it is not 
shown here?—A. No. 

Q. It ‘nas originally been deducted from the amount received for exchanges. Then 
have you some other reserve fund?—A. We have our fire insurance reserve. 

Q. And that appears to have been added to annually for a number of years past? 
In the year 1904, it is the first of the items charged to the net revenue carried to in- 
surance reserve $35,565.26. Have you prepared a statement showing the amounts 
which have been in each year carried to the insurance reserve and the amount, at 
which it now stands, which is $200,000. That appears below, four lines from the bottom 
of page 453. That balance is arrived at by charging to the sums which you set aside 
in each year the losses by fire?—A. Deducting the losses. 
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Exhibit No. 134. 
InsuRANCE Reserve. 


Year. Added, Losses. Balance. 

. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
DE ate Me Fe bis cee ee 3,000 00 751 21 2,248 79 
BAST: aie wis RENE D AGAVE: eK oe, Gene Fee" 3,000 00 ! 995 58 4,253 11 
SES. PRA EOE tisk ty a Ag do dee Noe 3,000 00 877 62 6,375 59 
SSO eo F347, Se PN or 7 See re 4,000 00 =" '865°20 9,510 39 
SOTO Cae th, Ate, eee dee ae 4,000 00 652 20 12,858 19 
BBO Wise a ee ae ce ne ec Pe aaa ee 8,000 00 842 03 20,016 16 
eae rae Rane Mest acy eRe eit ae EVES Cee Bats 8,000 00 1,556 97 26,459 19 
SOD tee ee eee tS nc es ee ee as 8,000 00 1,792 60 32,666 59 
Wena eek us, RO 8,000 00 1,493 76 39,172 83 
LSDO ee Mie Ra Wee ee tik ot 8,000 00 2,295 26 44,877 57 
DO oe Eat ae i eee en ee 8,000 00 1,148 29 51,729 28 
OT cadet ee theo) tort, Tt ROHR ROUEN IL 18,000 00 1,692 16 68,037 12 
5 ls! Sa Hed ed net Leper Vpn ea mea Mrs elena. Ret 8,000 00 4,622 41 71,414 71 
Sho aot oA 7 sae Othe ae ae en ro 8,000 00 1,619 88 77,794 88 
ET US RA Cod SL an ee Eos Cee ee i 41,001 08 18,795 91 100,000 00 
RON Ie wee et. pe ae et 18,000 00 4,961 91 °* 113,038 09 
GLE ieee i ieee, mn Oia ame ae 40,674 10 Bd baa be) 150,000 00 
NOUS Eee Ya tre the ereltea gered ty 32,562 68 7,562 68 175,000 00 
CUES Be Es a7 Boe OO Mae ee 43,565 26 18,565 26 200,000 00 


OS ee oe eee ee 


Q. And this statement No. 134 is a correct statement of the insurance fund, show- 
ing the amounts which have been added to it from your earnings and the losses py 
insurance, and you have a reserve fund of $200,000 after that operation has been car- 
ried out?—A. That is correct. 

Q. As to the insurance. Does that show all your losses by fire?—A. Oh, no. We 
carry about half of our insurance in the regular companies. Our insurance reserve 
only applies to about one half of our plant.: ~ 

Q. And in addition to that?—A. But it is included in the charge here for insur- 
ance, $25,000 precisely the same as though it has been paid to a company. 

Q. In the item above $25,409.14 you would say that that is not the whole of the 
premiums paid to outside companies?—A. About one-half. 

Q. And the balance is the amount shown in the statement as paid out for losses? 
—A. Yes, that is correct. 

Q. What is the amount paid out in 19042 I see it is $18,565.26. So that in that 
particular year there would only appear to he about $7,000 paid in premiums? Is that 
right? I am not sure that I am correct?—A. $18,565.26 is the loss that year. 

Q. Yes?—A. And the premiums added amount to $43,565.26. 

Q. The amount added to the veserve?—A. Yes. JT may explain that that amount 
added! is less than was absolutely necessary, or larger than the actual amount of pre- 
miums, but the object was to create an insurance fund that would enable the company 
fo carry its own insurance because of the very high rates charged by the insurance 
ecmpanies. 

Q. Are you charged high rates by insurance companies ?—A. Not higher than 
they ought to be. 


Q. But higher than for .A, It is considered a hazardous risk. 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. What is the rate, Mr. Sise 2—A. I beg your pardon. 


Q. What is your insurance rate 2—A. The rate. 
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Q. Yes—A. In our Montreal exchange, which is absolutely fireproof, if there is 
one, I think we have got that down to one per cent, but we pay as high as three and 
four per cent in wooden towns, and our plan is that the company carries its own in- 
surance fund for a risk up to $7,500. On larger exchanges we carry very much larger 
amounts, but it is considered rather a hazardous risk on account of lightning and the 


crossing of electric wires with our wires. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Trolley wires, I suppose ?—A. Trolley wires. 

Q. Well, you have also an accident reserve fund which in the last statement 
amounts in all to $100,000. How has that been created ?—A. Practically on the same 
principle as the fire insurance, except that we carry the entire amount ourselves. 

Q. And to what do you apply, or T should rather say what do you charge ?—A. 
Any aecident for which the company mignt be liable. 

Q. Yes, including accidents to your employees ?—A. To sux own employees. 

Q. As well as the public 2—A. As well as the public. 

Q. And this fund apparently has been in course of creation since 1891 2—A. We 
started with a fund of $2,500, and the next year we had one loss, $5,300, showing the 
necessity of a larger fund. 

Q. The losses are shown here in the statement ?—A. They are all there. 

Q. By losses you mean payments to- persons who have had claims ?—-A. Yes. 
There are no legal claims added to that at all; we never had any. 

Q. You mean those are not payments made through the courts, but by arrange- 
ment ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the total amount of that fund is $100,000, as shown in the sta*ement on 
page 453?—A. That is correct. / 


Exuisit No. 135. ACCIDENT RESERVE. 
| 
Year. Added. Losses. Balance. 

$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Vel! o, ae AU Biss Ae baie arate 5 2506000 EP LHe ete Ov EM Mars Cr. 2,500 00 
SRC ec eC eG ending a ent ais” Eien #- = | 2,500 00 5,350 00 Dr. 350 00 
oe eee ea ok Pi cheep ot << « SBOO00 T toe. teg. eeet ed octa Wa'e Cr. 2,150 00 
TY, RD ares Cea td Bae es 2,500 00 | 246 96 Cri 4,403 04 
G5 Se Sd oe eine «6 8] 2,500 00 5 00 Cr} 6,898 04 
TSO6 Ee sean tre crn ass Os su 2,500 00 1,209 53 Cr. 8,188 51 
18004 2 ee eee ee eye eee > 7,500 00 114 45 Cr. 15,574 06 
FRGRE Ba) sete ae ES ates Se + > 2,500 00 470 30 Cr, 17,608 76 
1899 vi Foe at co bie Lk earns Pana 2,500 00 358 00 Cr. 19,745 76 
a boi | eet 3) i Rey ie Str eae 2,500 00 622 33 Cr. 21,623 43 
VOO To oe Mice orcehone teste oie ee eet oes o> 12,500 00 65 00 Cr. 34,058 43 
MOBS 12 28 noth hea bit (ole eames Wes et 20,633 75 4,692 18 Cr. 50,000 00 
TOUR iikies ert an. 6 SS sos 5 se" 25,478 90 478 90 Cr. 75,000 00 
TOOAs ee rete oa Pe eke A EE 26,458 25 1,458 25 Cr. 100,000 00 


———<—_— 


Q. You have still another here, a small item ‘ for bond interest reserve, $25,000. 
What does that mean ?—A. That is money that is due on bonds about the time the 
annual statement is made up. It is set aside, it is liability on interest that has been 
earned but not paid. . 

Q. Interest earned on bonds not paid. And that is not in the nature of those 
other items we have been looking at 2—A. No. 

Q. Now, turning over to page 454 I see you have a large amount invested in real 
estate, $1,284,930.89. What is the nature of the real estate that you own 2--A. Build- 
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ings occupied by the company, not for any other purposes. We find it absolutely 
necessary to own our own building. 

Q. Why ?—A. Because to move it is ruin. To move means like moving the centre 
of a gas works. 

Q. Moving is a possibility whenever you are a tenant, is that what yon mean 2-- 
A. Quite so. 

Q. Then do you utilize any part of your building in any other way than for your 
business? Do you rent parts of your buildings?’—A. I think that there is but one 
building where any of the offices are rented; no, two. 

Q. Where are those offices 2A. Two in Montreal. 

Q. The building in Ottawa is wholly oceupied Ly your company, ss it /—A,. Oh, 
no, that makes taree. I had forgotten the Ottawa one. 

Q. A portion of the Ottawa building is rented 2? What about the Toronto build- 
ing ?—A. The Toronto building has no tenants. 

Q. Then the rentals from this real estate where there are any tenants, where do 
they appear?—A. They are credited to real estate, miscellaneous revenue. 

Q. They are credited, I suppose, to miscellaneous revenue ? There is no separate 
item of rentals in these annual statements ’—A. No. 

Q. The largest reserve, if one might call it so, you call it a contingent fund,- 
which appears in the last statement, is $1,845,410.24. Is it proper to call that a re- 
serve or——A. I do not know any better name for it than contingent fund. It could 
be applied to any purpose. 

Q. It could be applied to any purpose ?—A, To any contingency or other purpose. 

Q. You have perhaps a statement showing the growth of that contingent fund 
and the amounts that have been written off in all the years from 1881 to 1904? Ts 
this a correct statement ?—A. This is a correct statement, but it is not sufficiently 
clear to have it printed ag it is, and while I submit this statement for general purposes, 
I think it should be explained more fully than it ig here. 

Q. Well, what would you prefer ? To substitute a fuller statement ?—A. I would 


-prefer to substitute a fuller statement. (See Exhibit No. 149, on page 656 of the 


evidence.) That shows additions and reductions, and it is clear enough to one who 
knows all about it. 

Q. With the permission of the committee, I will put this in, so that I will not 
have to refer to it again and the clerk can give it a number. (Exhibit No. 186.) Mr. 
Sise says he will explain more clearly so that when it comes to be printed it can be 
read more intelligently. It will show A. It shows the whole thing, but it requires a 
great deal of explanation. 

Q. All the amounts that have been deducted from the contingent fund ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is that statement, Mr. Sise (producing statement) ?—A. We were asked 
to give a statement of the number of instruments, exchanges and agencies each year. 
That we submit. 
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Exurpit No. 137. INSTRUMENTS, EXCHANGES AND AGENCIES DEC. 31, 1904. 


No. of 
Year. — Sets earning — Exchanges — Agencies. 
rentals. 
TES0.¢ oo. + «| - eee Fy ote ah el ORIN «os <=. hae Sens 3 Ws eal ba ae RG Ae lS 38 
1881....... |Added during year 1,c00 | Added during year 27 Added during year 2 
1882....... ¥ ceo 1,390 : i ye ey : 
1883 ia " " . 1,600 " " Soe RRR ir Ao 38 
1884 " " 1,418 " " 29 Deducted 1 17 
1985.2 eee " " 2,196 " " 53 " " 12 
1886s " " 1,986 " " ail Added " 30 
LSSfse tae " " 2,350 " " ii " " 2s 
LSSSi pe coe " " 600 ' A ted ee rat OR " " 9 
ASSOSce eee. " " 2,000 " " re " " § 
ESOQ Bare tac " " 2,800 | " " 11 " " Fé 
19s ‘ - 2)874 ‘ : 7 ‘ 34 
TSO oe oy = u " 1,943 " " 22.4) " " 56 
1893. fe 2.639 ze ‘ 24 : i 15 
1894... " "W 975 et " 25 "W " 6 
106 rigay 1,028 : F 45 . % 6 
TS9Geherrn... - " if . 653 Deducted " ' 4 " " 5 7 
LB9ises > * ; " ‘ie : 983 Added " : 8 Deducted 1 : 14 
WSUS teat " " : 1,687 Deducted " 6 Ad ded " 4 79 
HISNBE, Sasoe u " , PGE | eo cckkec atc ones aril tae eee " " ‘ 110 
1900 " " 3,437 PR a rin Caer y (hac hte " " 44 
TL SOUAP casters " " 5 4,498 brik Pow ghee cesge hie ater Ialamean oeeege " " : 20 
TASTO ae Sane " " 5 5,623 Added during year 34 " " . 39 
90S: aes oe " " : 8,691 UL " . 44 " " . 119 
LOO Geena: " " 2 8,988 " " : 54 " " : Ee 
Total Dec. 31, 1904 66,160 |Total Dec. 31, 1904 475 \Total Dec. 31, 1904 789 


Q. The statement shows in different columns the number of sets, the number of 
exchanges, and the number of agencies. The total as shown on December 31, 1904, is : 
Number of instruments, 66,160; number of exchanges, 475, and number of agencies, 
‘789 7—A. The instruments earning rental. 

Q. Instruments earning rental. Then what is to be added to get the number of 
instruments in use ?—A. There are a large number of instruments in use by our own 
employees, there are a very large number for charitable purposes in charitable insti- 
tutions, there are railway instruments and others under contract not earning any 
direct revenue. 

Q. And the statement shows only A. Those which are earning rental. 

Q. Well, can you tell us how many are not earning rental ?—A. Oh, I should 
suppose two or three thousand, I am speaking off-hand. 

Q. I know, I understand that. But in your mind that would be about right ?— 
A. I should say the great bulk of them were charitable instruments. 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. How many ?—A. 500 or 1,000 charitable. The employees require a great 
many. ‘There are a great many in the switchboards and in the offices earning no 
direct revenue. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. What is the difference between an exchange and an agency ¢—A. An agency 
in many cases would be a point on the toll line where long-distance revenues are re- 
ceived, where there is no operator, where there is merely a toll line agent; any point 


where they act for us to recelve and transmit busines, but where there is practically 


no switchboard. . 
Q. Yes, and is there a switchboard at each of these ? At each place you have a 


number among the exchanges 2—A. At each exchange. 
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A Then what is this statement, Mr. Sise?—A. It is the long-distance mileage 
amounting to 32,218 wire miles. 


Eshibiz No. 138. 
LONG-DISTANCE MILEAGE. 
leet Oa hee weet A EN Oh ee ee. . .Added 636 
UES ign Ge rin 
ee tea Vo eee TOR 
Ae AOL Ree IAA. ae. ne 1,100 


ee eS ong 
SSO ee abenen Ts gion. Sl eee ale, |, 242 
SUID Goa r SUe e a B 
SEEDS a6 SERRE Ora on eee 988 


BRU2 ee Ree Ga hone eis s OeaMs tive. 1.988 
ee ee ee ae ss RY!) ks 4 91g 


ee eee eR ne ewe). Ss) 8 ie We. 1,090 
PORE MON ack SAE SS OT Oe Lehane 2 lose eae 8 at Rag a a RE 1,760 
Poo e trac de. ier waieeer Pee aetna 1,013 
Suite the, Me. eS OIE gee tere ys He 703 
i as SIG yt kA iag ee ive ae Ben a Se anol nfs tory rrr 666 
QU Aa fetes MA coal co 0 ri ee 2 te 
HCCOer ee Gere Ne ee Ee bro... yi. 8 aE 
BAD tor ett Whe coe eer ere One 2 ye rag 
OD Raauelr crs Oats Meageee dee Ula loc cr rT 
Pe eh ee eetee OIC Sh eae LN Pe Gta A121 
ees ee eee ate Pee ee ee RE a 3 er gr hink 1,249 

hota wirchmidilcare me Meter Se a! cys) ert, Ble. 32,218 


Q. The first item in this statement is 600 miles in 1883, is that the first that 
?—A. The first that was constructed. ; | 

Q. The first that was constructed in 1883?—A. And the additions each year. 

Q. Mileage added in each year. Did you examine that statement or have you in 
yeur mind anything as to the relative amount of the figures for maintenance and 
operation about which you were speaking?’—A. I could not recall the figures at all. 
I saw the statement but I did not bring it up; I could not recall what the figures were. 

Q. You do not know what proportion they bear to one another?—A. I could not 
explain it without having the statement before me. 

Q. Now, with regard to the statements from the exchanges which you gave us the 
other day and which are printed at page 490 and the following pages. In looking over 
them yesterday I discovered there were some mistakes in them. Your attention has 
been drawn to them, will you kindly explain?—That is mistakes as printed?—A. The 
revenue from Toronto in 1891, the net revenue is carried in as $73,267. The state- 
ment that we submitted gave $60,233.14. 

Q. This is an error in printing is it?—A. Yes. 

Q. That has been corrected ?—A. Then in 1902, we showed that Toronto was 
operated at a loss of $38,356.41, but in this printed statement it shows Toronto operated 
at a profit of that amount. 

Q. There should be a minus sign or something to indicate that was a loss?—A. 
In 1903, Toronto apparently showed a profit of $1,709.59; there was a loss in the opera- 
tions of the year of $1,709.59. In London, Ontario, we showed that in 1900 we operated 
that exchange at a loss of $958.85. In 1901 the report printed showed a profit of 
$21,602.96; our statement showed ‘a-Joss of $21.602.96.. In Windsor, Ontario, in 1904, 
the printed figures showed a profit of $448.44, it was a loss of $448.44. In Calgary in 
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1901, we submitted a loss of $968.33. It is carried in here as a profit of $968.33. St. 
Johns, Que., these figures show a profit of $153.83 for 1904. The business resulted in a 
loss of $153.83. 

Q. They are printer’s errors. Well, I don’t know that it is quite that; they are 
printed as you put them in, as the clerk can find out, but you wrote them in different 
coloured ink. They were put in red in your statement and the printer printed them in 
black. That is where the mistake occurred{—A. Yes. 

Q. But anybody examining the figures will see it is a mistake?—A. Yes. 

Q. You selected these exchanges that are here? That was the way in which the 
requisition was made?—A. I do not know that. I understood that you asked for cer- 
tain 


(). We asked you to furnish the figures for any station selected by yourself of 
more than 10,000 subscribers?—A. Yes, well we furnished a statement under that re- 
quisition. 

Q. Did you make the selection of these stations?—A. I think the accountants did. 
I did not see them until they came here. 

Q. We have asked you to add to these the earnings for a number of other Btations, 
about the same number, seven or eight, I think, at other points. Have you been able 
to get that statement?—A. The last statement would require the office staff for some 
two months to make them up. There were two requisitions, one for certain specific 
stations and the other is for all our offices. 

Q. Would the first one take very long?—A. I do not know just what it was. ‘The 
accountant spoke to me about it and stated how long it would take to get them up. 

Q. The second one you said would not be——A. The second one is the longest 
it requires all the offices. 

Q. Would that take a great deal of time?—A. It would take a very great deal of 
time because the books required for that purpose are in daily use in the office. It 
would practically stop our business to get up that statement. 

Q. Can you tell us how long it would take to get the first statement?—A. the 
chief accountant told me it would take at least two months. 

Q. Not the first one surely ?—A. Not the first. 

Q. The first one is only a statement of seven or eight exchanges?—A. Yes, I am 
looking into that. 

Q. Look at the account from Toronto? Have you got your copy of the evidence 
there ?—A. What page. 

Q. At page 490. I want you to tell me in what way the total plant account is 
made up 2 Does that include long-distance equipment at Toronto ?—A. Without be- - 
ing sure, I assume that that includes a long-distance switchboard in that exchange 
only. 

Q. Well, if you are not sure, perhaps somebody else will have to tell us, Mr. 
Sise—A. I assume that that would include everything in the exchange, but not long- 
distance lines. 

Q. But not long-distance lines ? And what is meant by rental, there is the re- 
ceipts from the local exchange ?—A. Local exchange. 

Q. That is the next column, the rental ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then the long-distance receipts are the actual payments at the Toronto office 
for the use of the long-distance lines to all other points ?—A. Just the actual amount 
of long-distance tolls earned there, not necessarily that was paid there. 

Q. Earned there?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is the point of origin ?—A. That is the origin of the message, the start- 
ing point. 

Q. Starting point of the message ? Then in the column of total receipts it does 
not mean receipts from any miscellaneous source, it means receipts from long-dis- 
tance and local ?—A. The receipts from long-distance rentals, not miscellaneous 
revenue. 

Q. No miscellaneous revenue is included in the total column ?—A. None received. 
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Q. There is no miscellaneous revenue received in Toronto ?—A. Practically none. 
Q. And the expenses in the next column are divided into maintenance and operat- 
ing ?¢ 


Mr. Burrows.—What page? 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Page 490. This is the Toronto statement. The maintenance is the mainten- 
ance of Toronto exchange and long-distance equipment in the exchange ?—A, In the 
exchange, yes, not outside. 

Q. And the operating is what 2—A. The operators’ salaries and similar charges 
connected with the operating of the line. 

Q. Operating also at the Toronto station 2—A. Not repairs. 

Q. And in that manner we have in the last column but one, tae net revenue. Now 
is that a correct statement of the net revenue, is this a correct way of arriving at it, 
1 mean ?—A. It is correct, but it is not the correct way of arriving at it, to explain 
it intelligibly, inasmuch as in the plant account there is no recognition of the cost 
of our long-distance lines, while the long-distance revenue ig added; nor in the ex- 
pense account is there any charge for the repairs of long-distance lines although long- 
distance revenue is added. It gives the long-distance receipts, irrespective of long- 
distance rentals, irrespective of long-distance maintenance. 

Q. What you would say then is that the figures are correct made up upon a prin- 
ciple which does not recognize all the facts 2—A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see in the column of maintenance we have just passed over, repairs 
to the exchange plant ?—A. Repairs would be included there. 

Q. Repairs for the local equipment are included there ?—A. Yes. 

Q. But no repairs to the long-distance ?—A. None to the long-distance line. 

Q. For maintenance ? Nor operating ?@—A. Nor operating, not in the main- 
tenance. 

Q. Then the other statements are made in the same way ? except they are not so 
many years and the plants are smaller 2 . 

Q. I think as we made requisition, we only asked you for one year, Mr. Sise. 
Why did you make the statement up for a number of years ’—A. I cannot say, be- 
cause I did not know whether it was asked for one year or what, but I assumed that 
we might show—take the case of London—a profit of $18,000 in 1902, without an op- 
portunity to show that in the year before we lost $21,602.96. In order to present our 
ease fairly, it is necessary to show for a series of years and not one year, that we take 
into consideration. 


By Mr. Burrows: 


Q. Why should there be such a great difference as between the two years ?—A, In 
many cases because of the necessity for taking down an existing plant, putting it 
underground. That is a very serious point. Then a sleet storm might wipe it out. 
It has done so in Ottawa twice, in Hamilton, once or twice. One Hamilton storm 


wiped out $30,000. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. I remember that very well. Would that not naturally be added to capital ac- 
count ?—A. In what way? It doesn’t increase capital. 

Q. I mean putting underground ?—A. No, we only carry to capital account such 
expenditures as will result in a new revenue, and if 100 lines are blown down and 
we replace them it does not bring in any new revenue. 
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By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. He is asking about whether you put wires underground; it looks like a per- 
manent improvement.—A. If we took down the poles of 100 wires and put 200 capa- 
city for stringing underground, we charge one-half to the revenue account, which 
returns no new revenue, and the other 100, which is capable of producing new revenue, 
is charged to capital. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Would not the work put underground be more valuable than the previous 
equipment ?—A. On that basis you could not charge to capital account. 

Q. I am not asking you that question. What I mean to say is this: that no capi- 
tal account ought to be charged—lI think that some additional advantage accruing 
out of the cost in regard to changing the system of stringing wires to putting wires 
underground it would be more durable, more permanent, less liable to injury from 
these storms, and:a portion of that, I think, should be charged to capital. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. What do you think of that ?—A. At times a portion of that has bee1 charged 
to capital account, but I do not approve of it. 

Q. Explain that—A. Our practice has been not to charge anything to capital 
which does not produce new revenue. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Supposing when, without installing poles at all, you proceed for the first time 
to put your lines underground, would you not charge the whole of that amount to 
capital account ? 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. What do you say ?—A. The original outlay ? 
Q. Yes, if you had no wires or poles at all ?—A. We would charge that to capi- 
tal. 


Q. Charge the whole cost of putting it up ?~A. Whether underground or over- 
head. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. If you temporarily have wires overhead and subsequently put them under- 
ground, why not charge to capital the cost of putting them underground, less the cost 
of the change ?—A. I do not think it is a good business principle. We might more 
than double our expenditure by putting the wires underground without getting in 
any more revenue for the extra outlay. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Let us know, as a matter of fact, how it is done. Do you, in fact, where you 
put wires previously carried on poles into conduits, do you charge any part of that 
cost of changing the system to capital ?—A. A very small amount has been charged 
at times—a portion of it. 

Q. Why don’t you charge, if I understand the chairman’s question, why don’t you 
charge the proportion which is improvement to your property ?—A. Because it pro- 
duces no additional revenue. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. That would not be the test ?—A. I am not assuming that I am right. I am 
merely telling you how we did. 
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Qk think, if Mr. Sise adheres to a good business principle sometimes, he should 
adhere to it always. Why is not the one principle adhered to throughout ?—A. Some—_ 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Mr. Sise will have to answer the question. To what extent have you infringed 
upon that principle, or is it a matter that you have always adhered to ?—A. It de- 
pends on local conditions very much. For example, if we abandon the poles in any 
case where there would be no necessity for putting down an increased number of con- 
duits in order to provide for an increased revenue, we certainly would charge the 
whole of that to revenue account, but in case we were not benefitting ourselves very 
much, and as the chairman states, when we have reduced our expenditure for main- 
tenance and it is a safer way of doing it, then, after some discussion with the board 
of engineers, we decide how much of that ought to be charged to capital account, e- 
cause it is more valuable property. 

Q. I understand you charge a portion of it to capital when you geet invreased 
capacity ?—A. Always. 

Q. When you don’t get increased capacity, although it is more durable 2—A. As 
a rule we don’t charge to capital, which I think is a conservative way of handling the 
kusiness. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. It is a way of charging against revenue that which cught apparently be charg- 
ed against capital expenditure?—A. It is a matter of opinion. 

The Cuairman.—Have you got any figures showing the total amount of such ex- 
penditures, Mr. Chrysler. 

Mr. Curysiter.—No, not the cost. 

The Cuairman.—Has there been much change, transferring from poles to under- 
ground. 

Mr. Curyster.—The reports show it, I think, without perhaps getting any fur- 
ther statement. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—Take the last fiscal year, of the company, have we anything to 
show the amount of money expended in putting wires underground which have prev- 
iously been on poles above ground. 

Mr. Curysiter.—In capital expended. 

The Cuarrman.—-I do not say capital. 

Witness.—That has not been asked for. 

The CHairman.—I think we snould have that information. Has there been much 
_ of that work done during the last year ? 

Mr, Curyster.—It has been done during a series of years fcr the last twelve or 
fifteen years. 

Witness.—Every year. 

Q. Is that right, Mr. Sise ?—A. Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I think we want particulars. Take the last fiscal year, Mr 
Chrysler, what amount of money has been expended by the company in putting their 
wires that were on poles underground. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
Q. Can you answer that, Mr. Sise ?—A. We could furnish that. 


The CHairMan.—Then, we had better have the statement for each year showing—— 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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By Mr Chrysler: 


Q. For instance, in the year 1890, the report says.— 

‘Recognizing the necessity for making preparations for underground work, your 
directors have continued the construction of conduits in Toronto, and have also com- 
menced work in Montreal and Hamilton. Thirty-five miles of duct in about 114 miles 
ef conduit nave been laid during the year.’ References of that kind appear in the 
annual reports, Mr. Sise—A. Yes. 

Q. Then you could furnish the committee with a statement of the amounts in 
constructing these conduits in each year ?—A. We can furnish that. 

Q. Since you commenced when did you commence doing this work of laying 
these wires and conduits ?—A. Some fifteen years ago or more. 

Q. Can you when you furnish that statement also indicate how much of that 
has been charged to capital ?—A. It would be possible but we would have to get this 
information from some 1,200 offices, and it would take a month to get it. I want the 
committee to understand it could not be got at once. 

Q. I do not think the information that I have in mind would require to get re- 
turns from 1,200 places.—A. More or less of this work goes on in the smaller places. 

Q. I think only fifteen or twenty of the larger cities would be necessary.—A. You 
take a small town and very often we have to lay a conduit across the street to get to 
our own office. We would have to get the returns from all of the offices. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. This statement put in only shows 789 agencies.—A. I beg your pardon, you 
have not looked at the exchanges. 


Mr. Curyster.—He is adding exchanges to agencies. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Does tne witness say that this work is being done in 1,200 towns ?—A. I did 
not say so. J said we would have to get information from 1,200 towns to know what 
they had done. 

Q. Is that so ?—A. I think so. 

Q. It is a surprise to know that wires have been put underground in 1,200 towns 
in Canada.—A. Do not misunderstand me. I said that there are a great many small 
places where it is necessary to cross the road to reach our place, and where the work 
might cost $200 or $300. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. It is an agency?—A. Yes, not an exchange. 

Q. That is not what the committee have in mind, it is not what I have in mind. 
in speaking of conduits I was thinking of the systems such as we have here in Ottawa 
where the wires are carried for a considerable distance under the street. 

Mr. Monx.—What is it you want in connection with that? Is it the amount ex- 
pended ? 

Mr. CuHryYsLER.—The amount expended in doing this underground work. Mr. 
Sise says there are many places where a small quantity has been done, the returns of 
which would be necessary to make the statement exact.—A. I am assuming that that 
is enough. 

The CHairMAN.—I would suggest that we take some leading points of expenditure. 
The outlay at these small places is very trifling. We should take some of the leading 
points like the city—I do not know anything about other places—but I think in Toronto 
it has been the policy of late to put them underground. 

Mr. Curyster.—Yes, Mr. Sise says there are many places where small quantities 
of that work have been done that would have to be included to make the statemen: 
exact. 
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The CuairMAN.—We want the figures. 


Mr. Georrrion.—In that statement of the towns would it not be proper to put 
also a statement of the losses, that is, the destruction of your capital overhead, by taking 
down wires and putting them underground.—A. Yes. 

Q. An estimate of the capital which you destroyed?—A. Abandoned. 

Q. To put it underground is capital which you destroy?—A. I think so. We 
could give you, Mr. Chairman, for one year for any town or towns, the actual amount 
of our underground expenditure, but I wish in that connection to state that would 
probably have no reference at all to these tigures of profit and loss. 

The CHairman.—It would have a bearing on the genera] statement of the com: 
pany for the year. I presume if you have charged against revenue each year all this 
expenditure for substituting underground for pole line you are adding, if my view 
is right, you are charging more against the earnings for the year than is legitimate. 
I think the committee should have the information. We will draw our own deductions. 
Ii is quite right as Mr. Geoffrion says, that the losses of capital should be charged 
against the earnings. 

Mr. Grorrrion.—We should have an estimate of those losses of capital if your 
cortention is that you add to the capital in putting wires underground. We should 
have also an estimate of the capital which you destroy. 


The CHaiRMAN.—Quite right, both should be taken into consideration. 


WiTNeEss.—Our principle has been precisely the same as that of a railway. When 
a locomotive is condemned and another put into its place it is not charged to capital 
account. 


By Mr, Chrysler: 

@. What would you suggest as to the manner in which you can give us the in 
formation which is required without giving us too much detail as to a large number 
of smaller plants?—A. We could give you and would be very glad to give you a state- 
ment of our underground construction in different places. It would be a very long 
statement, it would be a very great undertaking to take them year after year, and a3 
the Chairman suggests we could show what has been charged to revenue and also the 
amount charged to capital. . 


The CHarrMan.—I will take the opinion of the committee. They may differ from 
me. 


Mr. Burrows.—With regard to what? 


The CHaIRMAN.—It appears that he is charging against revenue the total cost ex- 
pended in putting the wires underground, and it occurs to me that a part of that cost 
should be charged against capital and not against the revenue, and that we should have 
a statement that will make quite clear the cost expended in changing from overhead 
- to underground wires, and as Mr. Geoffrion suggests, the losses by the change, tho 
destruction of property, the abandonment of property. I don’t think we should go 
into the whole 1200 exchanges. We could meet the substantial requirements of the 
committee by covering the leading points where this work has been going on of late 
years, like Montreal, Toronto and other centres. 


WITNESS.—We will furnish it. 
Mr. MitLer.—Better take the cities. 


Mr. ZimmMeRMAN.—Take five cities, Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa, Hamilton and 
London. 


Mr. Burrows.—Take all the cities 
Mr. GEOFFRION.—You might take half a dozen cities. 


Mr. Curysiter.—Will the committee make the selection. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Q. Perhaps Mr. Sise wil] tell us at what cities this work has been going on?—A. 
I do not think we have any exchanges where the work has not been done. 
~ The Ouamman.—Mr, Miller suggests the cities of Canada. 
WirtneEss.—All right. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 


Q. There are a good many cities in Canada. How many cities are you operating 
in, do you know ?—A. We are operating in every one. I do not know how many 
there are. There are 458 exchanges. 

Mr. Monx.—Take three or four cities. 

Mr. Grorrrion.—Or half a dozen at the most. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—I would suggest four or five of the larger cities, Montreal, Ot- 
tawa, Toronto, Hamilton and London. 

Wirness.—I would like to add Winnipeg. 


Q. You would add Winnipeg ?—A. Would the chairman like to have them from 
year to year, or a number of years, or the average ? 


By the Chairman : 

Q. I think a yearly statement, a statement for each year ?—A. That would he 
for the last 15 years. 

Q. When did you begin doing it to any extent 2? You were not doing it much 
at first.—A. We will give you the figures. 

Q. Do you go into Victoria?—A. No. 

Q. Into Halifax ?—A. No, we don’t operate there. Calgary is the extreme west- 
ern point. 

Q. Do you operate in Quebec ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then give Quebec and Montreal. That list, I think, will meet the case. What 
is the committee’s opinion as to how many years it should cover ? 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—F rom the time they began to put in the conduit system. 

Mr. Grorrrion.—That will be quite a work, covering 15 or 20 years. 


The CuairMan.—He says he can give it from their books from the beginning. 
Mr. Sise, you might step aside for a moment to allow us to examine Mr. Hays. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—Would you let me put a matter a little more clearly ? I un- 
derstood him to say that whenever an expenditure was inaugurated for burying wires 
in a conduit which was productive of new revenue, it was not charged to revenue at 
all but to capital. If there are existing services there for which the buried wire was 
a mere substitute, then it was charged to revenue; but otherwise it went to capital. 

The CHairMAN.—His statements can distinguish. We want to know how much 
has been charged to capital and he can show by his statement and we cap judge whe- 
ther it should have been charged to capital according to our view or not. 

Examination adjourned temporarily. 


Mr. Charles M. Hays sworn. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
Q. You are an officer of the Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada ?—A., 
Yes. 


Q. What is your official position ?—A. Second vice-president and general mana- 
ger. 


Mr. CHARLES M. HAYS. 
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Q. We have had produced an agreement between the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada and the Grand Trunk Railway Company, dated July 25, 1900. Do you know 
enything about that agreement? It appears to have been executed by you, as far as 
shown by the copy disclosed.—A. I am familiar with the terms of it; yes, sir. 


Mr. Burrows.—What page is that? 
Mr. Curyster.—It is printed on page 192 of the evidence. (Exhibit No. 38.) 


Q. Among other clauses of that agreement, it is provided that the telephone com- 
pany shall have the exclusive right of placing telephone instruments, apparatus and 
wires in the several stations, offices or premises of the railway company throughout 
the Dominion of Canada. Has that agreement been enforced since it was made ?— 
A. Practically, yes. 

Q. And your company have carried that out by giving to the Bell Telephone 
Company, wherever they have exchanges, exclusive rights of admission to the stations 
of the Grand Trunk Railway system?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are there any cases within your knowledge in which other companies operat- 
ing telephone lines have asked for the privilege of placing telephones in your station 
or stations, and in which you have refused?—A. I have no knowledge of our having 
refused any. I know of one company where we did grant the privilege, down at St. 
Agapit, Quebec. I think it was the Bellechasse Telephone Company. 

Q. Yes, and was that continued or withdrawn ?—A. I think it is in existence to-day. 

Q. You think it is in existence to-day. There was some evidence here by a gentle- 
man who was the general manager of the People’s Telephone Company, of Sherbrooke, 
who complained that your agents would not allow him to place telephones in any of the 
stations. Did that come before you?—A. I do not recall having seen that instance. 

Q. And you do not recall any other than the one you have mentioned ?—A. No. 

Q. Are there any other companies, in the allied companies of the Grand Trunk 
that have similar agreements?—A. Yes, sir, the International Bridge Company, and 
the Sarnia Tunnel Company. 

Q. The International Bridge is the bridge over the Niagara at———A. Black Rock, 
between Black Rock and Fort Erie. . 

Q. And there is an agreement with respect to the —— 


By Mr. Burrows: 
Q. The Victoria Bridge?—A. That is included in the Grand Trunk contract. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. We have not had any agreement with the International Bridge Company pro- 
duced by the Bell Telephone Company. Can you produce it?—A. I think I can pro- 
duce our telephone contracts. That is a list of the companies’ contracts. (Producing 
documents). 

Q. Some of these agreements are expired?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, shall we put in the book just as it is?—A. It is perfectly agreeable to me, 
sir. 

Q. We can print, if desired, the one that is in foree. I do not know whether any 
of these are in force now?—A. One or two of them have expired by limitation, and are 
running along subject to the right of either party 

Q. At the end of the agreement with the International Bridge Company, dated 
1896, on page 573 of the evidence, there is a note stating that said agreement has ex- 


pired. 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT, made this second day of January, in the year 1896, by and 
between the International Bridge Company of Canada, hereinafter called ‘ the 
Bridge Company,’ of the first part, and the Bell Telephone Company of Canada 
(Limited), hereinafter called ‘the Telephone Company,’ of the second part. 


WueEnrEAS, the parties hereto entered into an agreement bearing date the second day 
of January, in the year 1891, whereby, for certain considerations, the Telephone Com- 
pany was permitted and allowed to put on arms and run its wires up to each side of each 
of the draws on the bridge of the Bridge Company -over and across the Niagara River, 
between Fort Erie on the Canadian side to Black Rock on the American or United 
States side of the said river, and to lay a cable, of not more than twelve wires, across 
each of the draws on the north side of the said bridge, and on the terms and conditions 
as expressed and set forth in the said agreement of January 2, 1891, which was to con- 
tinue in force for the period of five years. 

The said agreement expired on the first day of January, in the year 1896. 

The sites of the said cables were changed, as agreed upon between the parties here- 
to, from the north side of said bridge to the southerly side thereof. 

The Telephone Company has asked the Bridge Company, subject to the terms and 
conditions herein set forth, to continue the said permission for another term of five 
years, from the second day of January, 1896, and the Bridge Company has agreed to 
do so. 

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY WITNESSED, that the parties hereto have covenanted and 
agreed, and do hereby covenant and agree with each other in manner following, that is 
to say :— 

1. That in this agreement the words ‘the Bridge Company’ shall mean the party 
hereto of the first part; and the words ‘ the Telephone Company’ shall mean the party 
hereto of the second part; and the covenants of the Bridge Company and of the Tele- 
phone Company shall be read and taken as made as well by and for the Bridge Company 
and the Telephone Company respectively, as also for the successors and assigns of the 
Bridge Company and the Telephone Company respectively. 

2. That the Telephone Company shall be permitted and allowed to maintain the 
said arms and run the said wires and maintain the said cables in the positions they at 
present occupy upon the said bridge and across the said draws and between the points 
aforesaid. 

3. That the said wires shall be maintained on the side of the bridge opposite to that 
on which the Great North-western Telegraph Company’s wires are strung, and that the 
said cable shall be maintained on the south side of the said bridge. 

4. That the said cable and the said wires shall be maintained in such positions and 
by such means and in such manner as shall be approved of by the engineer of the Bridge 
Company. 

5. That the foreman of the Bridge Company will attend to the moving, laying and 
taking up of the submarine portion of the said cable in the spring and fall of each year 
while this agreement continues, but the Bridge Company does not assume any respon- 
sibility for the sufficiency of the said cable, or for the safety thereof, at any time, and 
will not be liable for any injury, loss or damage to the said cable or wires, or any part 
or portion thereof, however caused, by the negligence of the servants of the Bridge 
Company or otherwise; the Telephone Company assumes all risk of such injury, loss or 
damage, and it will take care of the said work, except to the extent aforesaid, to be done 
by the said foreman of the Bridge Company. 

6. The Telephone Company shall furnish and provide, free of further charge, tele- 
phone service to the Bridge Company and from the longer or main river draw to both 
ends of the bridge of the Bridge Company, and to the Victoria station of the Grand 
Trunk Railway Company of Canada, and from the Ferry street draw on the American 
or United States side of the river to the bridge tender’s house on the main river draw 
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aforesaid, for the exclusive use of the Bridge Company, and shall furnish, during the 
currency of this agreement, its passes for such of the Bridge Company’s officers and 
employees as may be designated by the president of the Bridge Company. 

7. That the Telephone Company will keep the instruments and wires of all the ap- 
pliances always in good working order, all free of charge to the Bridge Company, and 
free from all assessments, taxes, rates, impositions or charges of any kind or nature 
so ever upon the said cable or wires or instruments, appliances or materials, or on 
the telephone service. 

8. That in the event of the telephone instruments getting out of order, the Tele- 
phone Company, at its own cost, will promptly repair and put the same in order, and 
that from time to time during the currency of this agreement, the Telephone Com- 
pany will provide and,attach and maintain, free of charge to the Bridge Company, all 
improvements in said instruments which the Telephone Company may have in use. 

9. That the telephone on the main draw shall he placed in the engineer’s ‘rouse 
in said draw; the location of the instrument in each case to be such as shall be ap- 
proved by the superintendent of the Bridge Company, or his assistant, and shall be for 
the sole use of the Bridge Company and its employees, and not to be for the publie or 
other use by or on account of the Telephone Company. 

10, This agreement shall continue in force for the period of five years, from and 
including the date hereof; provided, however, that either of the parties hereto may 
terminate the same, at any time, on giving to the other party taree month’s prior no- 
tice, in writing, signed by the president or superintendent of the company giving such 
notice; such notice to be addressed to and served upon the president or superintendent 
of the company to be notified, and this agreement shall be terminated accordingly at 
the expiration of the said three months. 

11. Each of the said parties hereto hereby agrees and covenants with the othe: 
to carry out and fulfil, observe and abide by this agreement, and all the covenants, 
clauses and conditions therein, according to the spirit, true intent and meaning 
thereof. 


In witness whereof, the said parties ‘nereto have hereunto affixed their respective 
corporate seals, on the day and year first above set forth. 


Signed, sealed and delivered in 
the presence of: 


THE INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE COMPANY, 


Per Cuas. M. Hays, Vice-president. 
Per Cuas. Percy, Secretary. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 


Per C. F. Sisz, President. 
Per Cnas. P. Scouater, Secretary. 


Note—Term expired December 31st, 1901, and contract now running on from 
_ year to year subject to three months’ notice of termination, 


Witness.—That is the last agreement. It was made in 1896 for five years, and 
thereafter subject to three months’ notice of termination of either party, and it is 
running subject to that notice, so that apparently there is not in existence a written 
agreement with the International Bridge Company.—A. Well, subject to the terms 
of that agreement 

Q. Except as you have indicated, just a verbal continuation of a written contract? 
—A. This is a copy of the agreement with the Bellechasse Company. — 

Mr. CHARLES M. HAYS. 
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(Exhibit No. 140.) 
This agreement made this thirtieth day of September, in the year 1904, 
By and Between 
Tur BELLECHASSE TELEPHONE Company, party of the first part, and 
Tue Granp Trunk Rattway Company oF Canapa, party of the second part,, 


WITNESSETH :— 

Whereas the party of the first part has requested of the party of the second part 
permission to place a telephone instrument in the railway station of the party of the 
second part, at St. Agapit, in the province of Quebec, said telephone instrument to be 
for general use, and ; 

Whereas the party of the second part is willing that said,telephone instrument 
may be placed in the said station at St. Agapit upon the terms and conditions herein 
contained. 

Now, therefore, in consideration of the premises it is hereby agreed by and between 
che parties hereto as follows :— 

1. Upon the terms and conditions herein stated, the Grand Trunk Railway Com- 
pany of Canada, party of the second part, will permit the party of the first part te 
install a telephone instrument in the railway station of the party of the second part, at 
St. Agapit, in the province vf Quebec. 

2. The party ot the first part agrees that the said telephone instrument shall bs: 
placed and maintained in said railway station entirely at the risk and expense of the 
party of the first part, and free of the usual rental charge, and also agrees that it witl 
not seek to hold the said railway company responsible for any damage to said instru- 
ment, no matter how such damage may occur. 

3. The party. of the tirst part agrees that at any time, upon the demand of the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada, it will remove from the premises of said 
railway company, the said telephone instrument, and all wire and other equipment in 
connection therewith, ana if in putting in said instrument it is necessary to do any 
carpenter work, or other work, at the said station, the party of the first part will, upon 
the removal of said instrument, wires and equipment, do any repair work made neces- 
sary by the installation and removal of said instrument as aforesaid. 

In Witness Whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and affixed 
their corporate seals, this Thirtieth day of September, in the year 1904. 


Signed, sealed and delivered, in presence of 


Tur BEeLLEcHASSE TELEPHONE COMPANY oF CANADA, 
Per 
President. 


Secretary. 
Tue Granp Trunk Ratpway Company or Canapa, 


Per 
Second Vice-president and General Manager. 


Q. Now, in addition to the right given by the clause that I have read to place tele: 
phones in the stations, the next clause provides that, ‘each company shall so far as it 
may do so properly, without prejudice to its own business grant to the other company, 
facilities for carrying its wires and lines through or over tke ynoles, subways, bridges 
and other premises on equitable terms to be agreed upon, and the railway company will 
not grant similar facilities to any other telephone companies.’ Fas that also been acted 
upon ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are there any points at which the telephone lines of the Bell Telephone Com- 
' “pany are carried over any of your poles, subways or bridges ?—A. I think not. 

Q. The Victoria bridge has been spoken of here as being a place on which som? 
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company from the other side of the St. Lawrence asked for permission to carry a wir2 
across to Montreal. Do you know anything about that ? 


The CHAiRMAN.—The Merchants Telephone Company. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q@. They wanted permission to carry a wire over the bridge?—A. I do not recall 
the circumstances of that now, sir. 

Q. Are there any wires carried for the Bell Telephone Company over the Victoria 
bridge?—A. Yes, that is also set forth in this copy of the contracts between us. 

Q. There is a special contract with regard to the Victoria bridge?—A. Yes, this 
1815 


Exhibit No. 141. 


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT, made this eleventh day of June, in the year 1897, 
By and between 


The Bett TELEPHONE CoMPANY oF CaNnapa (Limited), hereinafter called ‘ the 
Applicant’ of the first part, and 

The Granp TrRuNK RaAILwAy ComMpany or Canapa, hereinafter called ‘the Com- 
pany of the second part, 


Whereas, the Applicant has asked the Company, subject to and on the terms here- 
inafter set forth, to allow it the privilege of carrying its cables across the Victoria 
bridge of the Company from the City of Montreal to St. Lambert, and the Company 
has agreed to do so; 

THEREFORE, THESE PRESENTS WITNESS that in consideration of such permission, the 
Applicant hereby, for itself, its successors and assigns, covenants and agrees to and 
with the Company as follows, that is to say :— 

The Applicant may at any time, on giving one week’s notice to the Chief Engi- 
neer of the Company, proceed, at its own cost, to place its cables upon the Victoria 
Bridge and across the same, but at all times under the supervision and according to 
the direction of the said Chief Engineer, and the Applicant shall at its own cost main- 
tain the same; 

All persons entering upon the lands of the Company and the said bridge for the 
purpose herein set forth shall do so at their own risk or loss, injury or damage, to per- 
son or property, whether caused by the negligence of the Company, or otherwise, and 
the Applicant shall at all times indemnify and save the Company harmless against all 
claims, costs or proceedings, by reason or in consequence of any such loss, injury or 
damage, or incidental to the exercise of the permission hereby given; 

After the said cables nave been placed they shall be subject at all times to change 
of site and position, if such change be required by the said chief engineer, and all 


such changes or alterations shall be done forthwith at the cost of the Applicant. 


This permission may be revoked at any time on three months’ prior notice, in writ- 
ing, signed by the general manager of the Company and given to the Applicant, and the 
applicant shall upon the revocation of this permission take down and remove all the 
cables which may have been placed under this permit. 

The Applicant assumes, and the Company shall not be responsible for, any loss 
injury or damago to the said cables, or to any attachments or fittings thereof, or to 
auy property of the Applicant, and whether the same be occasioned b the negligence 
of the servantys of the Company, or othrwise. 

The Applicant shall not transfer the right or privilege hereby conferred aa 
the consent, in writing, of the said general manager, first obtained. 

The Applicant shall during the continuance of this permission pay to the Company 
tine sum of $1 on the last day of December in each year, and shall also, at its own cost, 
whenever required so to do by the said general manager, at any time or times, erect 
and put up in good working order and condition, at such points upon and along the 
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Victoria bridge, and the approaches or station yards at each end thereof, as may be 
specified by the general manager, and to the approval and satisfaction of the said chief 
engineer, all wires, attachments, insulators, fixtures, fittings and apparatus necessaary 
and required by the company for, and to provide telephones, not exceeding six in num- 
ber, for the use of the Company, and its officers, agents and employees; and shall keep 
the same in good working order and condition, and to the satisfaction of the said chief 
engineer. 

The agreement purporting to be between the parties hereto bearing date the tenth 
day of June, in the year 1897, executed by the Applicant only, with respect to the mat- 
ters set forth herein, is ‘nereby declared cancelled and at the end, on, from and after 
the date of this agreement. 

In witness whereof, the parties hereto have hereunto set their respective corporate 
seals on the day and year first above written. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE CO. OF CANADA (LIMITED), 


Per C. F. Sisz, President. 
Per Cras. P. Scuater, Secretary-treasurer. 


THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY CO. OF CANADA, 
(L.S.) 
Per Cuas. M. Hays, General Manager. 
Signed, sealed and delivered in 
presence of: 
(By the applicant) WH... Briar; 
(By the company) R. 8. Logan, 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


). Have you an agreement in regard to the Sarnia Tunnel?—A. Yes, this is it: 


Exhibit No. 142. 


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT made this first day of December, in the year 1903, 
By and between 


THe Bett TELerpHons Company or Canapa (Limited), hereinafter called ‘the 
Applicant,’ of the first part, and 

THE GRAND TRUNK Raitway Company or Canapa, hereinafter called ‘the Com- 
pany,’ of the second part. 

WHEREAS, the Applicant has asked the Company, subject to and on the terms herein- 
after set forth, to allow it to continue the privilege of carrying its cable through the 
St. Clair Tunnel (which is controlled by the Grand Trunk Railway Company), from 
Sarnia to Port Huron, and the Company has agreed to do so. 

THEREFORE, THESE PRESENTS WITNESS, that in consideration of such permission the 
Applicant hereby, for itself, its successors and assigns, covenants and agrees to and 
with the Company as follows, that is to say :-— 

The said cable shall be maintained by the Applicant, at its own cost, and shall be 
subject at all times to change of location and position, if such change be required by 
the Chief Engineer of the Company, and all such changes or alterations shall be done 
forthwith at the cost of the Applicant. 

This permission may be revoked at any time, on six months’ prior notice, in writ- 
ing, signed by the Second Vice-President and General Manager of the Company, and 
given to the Applicant, and the Applicant shall, upon the revocation of this permis- 
sion, remove the said cable from the Tunnel and premises of the Company. 

All persons entering upon the lands of the Company and the said Tunnel, for the 
purpose herein set forth, shall do so at their own risk of loss, injury or damage to per- 
son or property, whether caused by the negligence of the Company, or otherwise, and 
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the Applicant shall, at all times indemnify and save the Company harmless against 
all claims, costs or proceedings by reason or in consequence of any such loss, injury or 
damage, or incidental to the exercise of the permission hereby given; 

The Applicant assumes and the Company shall not be responsible for any loss, 
injury or damage to the said cable, or to any attachments or fittings thereof, or to any 
property of the Applicant, and whether the same be occasioned by the negligence of 
the servants of the Company or otherwise. 

The Applicant shall not transfer the right or privilege hereby conferred, or grant 
the use of this privilege to other telephone companies or parties, without the consent. 
in writing, of the Second Vice-President and General Manager, first obtained. 

In consideration of the permission hereby granted the Applicant shall, at its own 
cost, erect and thereafter maintain in good working order and condition. on the poles 
of the Applicant, a copper metallic wire between Sarnia and Point Edward, the Com- 
pany to have the use of said wire, free of cost, as a private telephone line between said 
points, it being further understood that the Applicant will install a switch at the 
Sarnia Tunnel Station of the Company, to connect said telephone line with the Port 
Huron and Sarnia private telephone service of the Company, and also provide suf- 
ficient long-distance telephone sets on the Canadian side of the Tunnel line and seven 
sets of long-distance instruments on the ‘ Sarnia-Point Edward’ line, the Company 
to look after the telephone instruments on the United States side of the Tunnel and 
to care for the instruments on the Canadian side on the Tunnel private line. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the. parties hereto have hereunto set their respective cor- 
porate seals on the day and year first above written. . 
Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of 

(By the Applicant) 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA (Limited), 


OC. F. SCLATER, Per C. F. SISE, 
Secretary-Treasurer, President. 


(By the Company) 
THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY COMPANY OF CANADA, 


Cuas. M. Hays, 
KR. .6, LOGAN, \". Second Vice-President and General Manager. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. You are also the president of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company, . 
Mr. Hays?—A. I am. 

Q. Have you made any agreements on behalf of that company with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company ?—A. No, sir. 
' Q. Have you had any negotiations with the municipal system of Fort William in 
regard to using a telephone?—A. My recollection is the municipality applied to us for 
permission to locate their telephones on our premises, and we replied that we were not 
yet in a position to deal with the matter. ; 

Q. That is the present situation at Fort William?—A. Yes, sir. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. I would like to ask why you have made any exclusive contract with the Bell 
Telephone Company of the nature in question?—A. The telephone, Mr. Chairman, is 
something that a man only wants one of in his house, and sometimes wishes he did 
not have that one. 

Q. The Grand Trunk can hardly be considered a private residence. I am speak- 
ing of the Grand Trunk Railway Company. I am not asking you about private houses ? 
__A. Tt has the same effect, in dealing with the public. In dealing through your sta- 
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tion it is quite as difficult to deal with two or three telephones as it would be to deal 
witn two or three people at the same time. 

'Q. Then, did this movement to exclude all but the Bell instruments from your 
premises come from the Grand Trunk or from the Bell Company ?—A., I think from 
both. 
Q. The idea oeecurred to both?—A. Yes, sir, that it was a mutual advantage to 
have but one. 

Q. To exclude part of the public?—A. Not exactly to exclude, but to confine the 
facilities to one telephone. 

Q. So that the public could only obtain access by using one telephone company ?— 
A. Yes. 

@. Making it a monopoly by agreement?—A. By the very nature of the service, 
the telephone is a monopoly, naturally so. 

Q. Do you think it was in the public interest to compel the whole public to use 
but one company in their dealings with the Grand Trunk?—A. I have never found 
any more than one company can do the business with the railway. I may say, speak~- 
ing rather broadly, that it is an old question with the railway company. We have 
threshed it out on our lines in the States. In Michigan there were half a dozen small 
telephone companies organized, all conducting a telephone business. These telephone 
companies made application from time to time to the railways for rights to put their 
telephone in the station. The railways declined a great many of them on the ground, 
not that they had any exclusive arrangement, because we have only made that recently, 
and it is shown as regards this Grand Trunk contract; it is only comparatively re- 
cently that the Grand Trunk has had any contract with the Bell at all; the service has 
been there for a number of years, but it was reduced to a contract form, if I am right, 
only within the last five or six, possibly ten, years. In Michigan these separate tele- 
phone companies endeavoured to occupy the same premises, and each to compete for 
the telephone service of the community. As you gentlemen will readily appreciate, no 
man cares to have but one telephone in his house if that telephone reaches all the busi- 
ness places and the railway stations. The railway stations have always been an im- 
portant factor in any town for purposes of a telephone exchange from any other point. 
Nothing is as necessary for the community as the railway station. But these telephone 
companies therefore sought, in order to put themselves in a position to be bought out, 
to enforce on the railway company or the telephone company the granting of these 
facilities jointly, and it had the desired effect. So that, I think to-day in Michigan 
there are very few points where tnere is more than one telephone service in existence. 
It resulted in a new company making for a short time a war of rates, and then having 
accomplished what they started out to do in the first place some of them sold out to 
the stronger company. In other instances they were unsuccessful in getting subscri- 
bers, their service was not as good as the stronger company and the company was 
abandoned. So that it ‘nas not been any question on the part of the railway company 
or any desire to discriminate or to afford any other than the best of facilities to the 
public. We think, and we think we know from our experience, that the public will 
get the best service from one good telephone company—a better service than they could 
possibly get with two or three telephone companies each in tne station of the railway 
company. The railway’s prime objection to more than one company is that, as it 33 
to-day, it requires almost a continuous service of one man to answer the telephone 
We are glad to offer our patrons that accommodation. We are glad to save our cus- 
tomer the necessity of going to the station to find out information that he gets when he 
calls us up on tne telephone. We think we do as much as can be reasonably expected 
of the company if we devote, as I have explained, in a great many cases we devote 
almost the exclusive time of one man to answering the telephone, running back and 
forth between the various heads of departments and the telephone answering inquiries. 
- Assuming we had three telephones in a station it would require three men almost to 
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do that, whereas one telephone would afford the same service, only they would have 
their turn and would have to wait their turn, whereas with three telephones they might 
all be calling at the same time. That is the actuating cause with the railways for hay- 
ing the exclusive service. 

Q. Mr. Hays, you appear to think it is in the public interest to have but one tele- 
phone company ?—A. I think it worked out that way. 

Q. That is the opinion you expressed?—A. Yes. ; 

Q. And you are therefore furthering that policy in making it impossible for other 
telephone companies to communicate with you ?—A. I do not think we are, Sir William. 
If I am right in understanding it, under the Act of 1908, we have no option in the 
matter at all. 

Q. Never mind that. Just take your policy. You have expressed yourself in 
favour of one telephone company, and your policy prevents the subscribers of other com- 
panies than the Bell communicating with you on public business, communicating with 
the Grand Trunk. So, you are furthering that policy in preventing other companies 
doing business?—A. I would hardly express it in that way, Sir William. Ovr policy— 

Q. Let me have another question. You spoke of the Grand Trunk Company, of 
the officials being inconvenienced in answering other telephones. That would not apply 
to the Victoria bridge.—A. No. 

Q. Then how is the public interest served by preventing an independent telephone 

wire being strung across the Victoria bridge?—A. I do not know that it is. 
. Q. You are aware that a great deal of country south of Montreal is served by other 
than the Bell Telephone Company. Take Sorel. There is a company there, La Com- 
pagnie St. Laurent, that complained that it cannot get its wires across the bridge to 
Montreal because of the Grand Trunk. How is the public interest served by that exclu- 
sion?—A. I do not think there has ever been a very strenuous effort made in that direc- 
tion. 7 
Q. We have a communication from Mr. Bruneau, the member for Three Rivers, 
who lives at Sorel, informing this committee that application was made to the Grand 
Trunk by that St. Lawrence Telephone Company for permission to take its wires across 
that bridge in order to connect with Montreal, and it was refused by your company. 
Now, that refusal was not because it would cause inconvenience to your officers to attend 
to a telephone, was it ?—A. I think it probably was because we had a contract. 

Q. Then the reason that you have assigned for its being an inconvenience to the 
officers does not apply in that case ?—A. Not particularly. 

Q. Not at all, does it?—A. No, I do not think it does. 

Q. What possible inconvenience would it be to the Grand Trunk to allow the St. 
Lawrence Telephone Company to string a wire across the Victoria bridge?—A. Sir 
William, I do not understand that our refusal to do that prevents any telephone com- 
pany from crossing the river. 

Q. Answer that question, please, now?—A. Repeat the question. 

Q. The St. Lawrence Telephone Company applied to the Grand Trunk for permis- 
sion to string a wire across the Victoria bridge, which, in a sense, is a public highway, 
and the Grand Trunk refused. On what ground did you refuse?—A. I presume on 
account of our contract. I do not recall the details of that application. 

Q. You have, in regard to the telephone in your public office, given as the reason 
for the agreement, that according to your conception of the public interest, for the rea- 
sons that you have given, I ask if those reasons apply to your shutting lines from the 
use of the Victoria bridge?—A. That is part of the whole question, I should think. 

Q. Is the public interest involved in that part of the contract ?—A. No, neither do 
I think w> are skuiting the public out if they cannot use our bridge. 

Q. It is a public highway, is it not, for vehicles as well as the railway ?—A. I do 
not know whether it is a public highway. 

Q. Carriages have the right to cross it?—A. Yes. 
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Q. The general public can cross by a vehicle. They are not a railway, but pass by 
a highway ?—A. I do not think it comes under the category of a highway. 

Q. But it received public aid?—A. To a certain extent, yes. 

Q. Was it not provided by the agreement and Act of parliament under which it 
got aid that it should be a carriage way, a highway ¢—A. I am not certain about that. 

Q. I am quite certain about it—(No answer). 


By Mr Bergeron: 
Q. Does not the Intercolonial Railway cross that bridge?—A. Yes. 
Q. So that the Government as far as the bridge in concerned is a co-proprietor ?— 
A. It is a lessee, it has running rights. 


By the Chawinan : 

Q. But under the Act to aid the Victoria bridge some few years ago, if 1 remem- 
ber the Act properly and correctly and I think I do, in consideration of the public aid 
that was granted, there was to be a carriage way. That carriage way has been con- 
structed has it not?—A. Yes. 

Q. And it is used by the general public?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have no right to exclude a carriage?—A. I do not think so. 

Q. Then by what right on this public highway do you exclude a telephone wire ?— 
A. I assume, if we refuse, that we were acting under the contract and under advice, 
I do not recollect the facts of that case. 

Q. I see. Not that it was according to the public interest, that was not any con- 
sideration ?’—A. We were considering our obligation under our contract. 


By Mr. Geoffrion ; 
Q. Do you recollect any demand from that company to cross the bridge?—A. No, 
I do not, Mr. Geoffrion. 
Q. Do you know whether a demand has been made?—A. No, I do not. 
Q. In fact, have we anything before us to prove that any demand by the St. Law- 
rence Company has been made? 


The CHAIRMAN.—Well, if it is challenged, I will have Mr. Bruneau come before 
us to give evidence upon that point. 


Mr. GEorrrion.—I do not challenge it. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. Mr. Bruneau writes that ind wrote to the Grand Trunk people and their reply 
was to the effect that they were unable to do so, that they could not accede to the re- 
quest of the Merchants Company and could not permit them to carry their cables and 
wires over the Victoria bridge, because they were already under contract to this effect 
with the Bell Telephone Company, who forbade them to do so. Recently the Mer- 
chants Telephone Company sold their interest to the Compagnie St. Laurent.’ Whether 
my question applies to the application of the St. Lawrence Company to come in or to 
the application of the Merchants Company to go out, it is the same question, of an 
application by a telephone company, not being the Bell, to construct its wires across 
the Victoria bridge. 


By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. That question may be in argument, but we can easily find out whether Mr. 
Hays is willing to allow the independent telephone lines to come across there now? 
Mr. Grorrrion.—But my question is if there is no demand made, no demand made 
by the company that might have something to do with the question why would he 
refuse ? 
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By Mr. Burrows : 
Q. Are you prepared to say now, Mr. Hays, that your company is willing to allow 


an independent telephone line to string wires across the bridge?—A. That is a matter 
on which I should have to consult our counsel. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 

Q. Do I not understand that the Railway Act of 1903 has settled all these ques- 
tions and that there can be no exclusive contract now?—A. That would be my assump- 
tion, Mr. Geoffrion. The reason I answered that way was I want to know what our 
obligations are and what that Act applies to, because I do not know just exactly what 
our legal position is. We are quite prepared to do what the law requires us to do, I 
have no desire to do otherwise. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. I spoke of the St. Lawrence Company seeking to cross the bridge. I infer 
from Mr. Bruneau’s letter that there are two companies, the Merchant Company inside 
the city and the St. Lawrence Company outside, and the application may be from the 
Merchants Company. I wish you to consider my question to apply whether the appli- 
cation has come from the Merchants Company or from the St. Lawrence Company, 
_ which ever it came from. Mr. Bruneau charges that the companies are not allowed to 
connect with the Victoria bridge. I was asking you on that point whether you have 
refused that permission?—A. How recently, Sir William ? 

Q. That he does not state. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. The Merchants Telephone Compiny complained of the same thing when their 
representative was speaking here. 
The CHairRMAN.—Well, this letter of Mr. Bruneau’s is the only data I have. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. It was sworn to here. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. The complaint of Mr. Bruneau is dated on the 26th of April, 1905, and it 
represents the state of affairs on the date of that letter. 

Mr. Brercrron.—Can you find, Mr. Dagger, the evidence of the Merchants’ Tele- 
phone Company’s man, and if he stated the date that the demand was made upon the 
Grand Trunk Tatanione Company. 

Tne Coamman.—I think if we get the correspondence between the two companies 
it will be the best way. 

Mr. Brrcrron.—Anyway, we have the answer from Mr. Hays that they will stand 
by their contract whatever it is. 

THE CHAIRMAN.—We will bring the matter to Mr. Bruneau’s attention, and no 
doubt he will be able to give the Committee some information on this point, and the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company can take notice of that. If they choose to controvert 
what Mr. Bruneau puts in it will be all rigat. 


By Mr. Miller: i 

@. As to the trouble given to your employees in the station replying to the tele- 
phone calls, supposing for instance in a town there are 90 business men who wish to 
use the telephone to communicate with the Grand Trunk Railway station as well as 
at other places, will it be more trouble to answer these 90 men if 30 of them use one 
system, the second uses another system and the third 80 uses still another system, than 
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it will be if the whole of them use one system?—A. It would be much less trouble if 
they use one ’phone. 

Q. Why ?—A. Because no man can do more than one thing at the same time. 
These inquiries are all of a different kind. One man might want to get a rate, another 
would want to know what time a train arrives, and another wnat time the train leaves. 
A fourth man might want to know whether he can have a car or not. 

Q. But if you have the same number of applications in a day what difference 
would it make?—A. But they may all want to be communicating at the same time. ~ 

Q. Well, in the same way, will there not be three or four men wanting to use the 
cne ’phone at the same time?—A, Yes, but all except the first will nave to wait for 
their turn. , 

Q. But will it not take the same time to answer them?—A. There will have to be 
one man at each telephone to answer the complaints, and make any investigations 
necessary, in order to be able to answer the inquiries. 

Q. But with the same volume of business during the day there will only be the 
same number of requests?—A. But with three different telephones to attend to, and 
with three different inquiries going on at the same time in three different directions 
of inquiry 

Q. One other question. You will readily understand the very great benefit and 
advantage that accrues to the Bell Telephone Company by reason of their contract 
with your company. What does the Grand Trunk Railway Company receive, directly 
or indirectly, in compensation for the advantage which they give?—A. Railway com- 
panies do not make an arrangement of that sort unless they get a quid pro quo. 

Q. What is it?—A. A mutuality of interests. This contract is as all other con- 
tracts with railway and other corporations so far as they are concerned, a matter of 
negotiation, and they are based on each one trying to get an equivalent from the other 
company in the services they receive. 

Q. I can understand the benefit to the Bell, but I do not understand the benefit 
you receive?—A, They are to furnish instruments at all points and stations where 
the telephone has exchanges, and we get practically the unlimited use of their long- 
distance wires and telephone, and we receive from the company other facilities in con- 
nection therewith, all of which are set forth in the contract I have filed with the Com- 
mittee. 


By the Chairman: 


Q@. I understand there are two telephone companies in Montreal, the Bell and the 
Merchants; is that correct, as far as you know?—A. I do not know. 

Q. Mr. Sise, is that correct? 

Mr. Stse.—I believe that is correct. 

Q. There are two telephone companies. We have it in evidence that the Mer- 
chants’ Telephone Company has 1,500 subscribers. Do you think, Mr. Hays, it is in 
the public interest that you should refuse to allow these 1,500 subseribers upon the 
Merchants’ Telephone Company lines communication with your offices?—A. I do not 
think we have ever had a proposition from them, Sir William. 

Q. Yes, the manager swore that he applied to you, and that you refused admission 
for their instruments to your office?—A. Well, I have endeavoured to explain why rail- 
way companies—it is not for the love, I may say, of any particular telephone com- 
pany, the Bell or otherwise, that the railway companies make this arrangement; it is 
because it is more for the benefit of the public service; they get better service and a 
quicker service. 

Q. That might apply to different companies. Let us stick to the one point?—A. 
Our point will be that we do not care whether it is the Bell or the Merchants, if it be 
the largest telephone with the largest list of subscribers. If the Merchants had been 
in a position to give the best service we would have made the agreement with them as 
readily as with the Bell. 
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Q. General policy may be one thing, but regard must be had to conditions. Take 
the city of Montreal. I want to confine your remarks to the city of Montreal, There 
are two companies there, one with 1,516 subscribers, and you say that you think they 
have not applied for permission to connect with your station. I read the evidence of 
Mr. Joseph Moisan given on the 14th of April, 1905. He is the secretary-treasurer of 
the Merchants’ Telephone Company. He is sworn and states as follows :— 

‘Q. Did you install your telephone in the Grand Trunk or the Canadian Pacific 
Railway offices ?—A. No, sir. 

‘Q. Why not?—A. We could not get any access. 

‘Q. You applied?—A. We applied, yes, sir. 

‘Q. Was any reason given for the refusal?—A. They had a contract with the Bell 
for exclusive instruments.’ 

Now, he has made application to you. They have 1,516 subscribers. Is this a case 
that would involve, as you spoke of just now, a staff to answer several telephones, on 
different lines as you have spoken of, say three? Surely 1,516 persong should be a 
sufficient business factor to justify you in putting your officers to a little inconvenience © 
if necessary ’—A. There is no reason, if you will permit me to say so, why the railway 
company should put its servants at the disposal of the telephone company. 

Q. At the disposal of the public, 1,500 subscribers ?—A. This telephone company is 
not there for purely benevolent or charitable purposes, or for tne benefit of the com- 
munity. They are there for the money. 

Q. The Grand Trunk is here for the public benefit?—A. Just the same as we are. 
The greatest asset that that telephone company gets is the communication with the 
railway company’s stations. Tney are not working for the benefit of the public parti- 
cularly, except in so far as it puts them in a position to obtain additional subscribers. 
Speaking from a railway standpoint, we have not the slightest objection to anything 
that means additional accommodation and ‘additional service for the public that is 
done at the expense of the company that proposes to duplicate the service we are al- 
ready giving, without giving us any quid pro quo. That is the point from the railway 
standpoint. 

Q. But for many years you nad no contract with the Bell Telephone Company. 
It was a purely voluntary arrangement between you and the Bell Telephone Company 
for many years, and you have chosen recently to enter into an exclusive arrangement 
shutting out 1,500 subscribers in the city of Montreal from your stations. How do you 
justify that in the public interest, Mr. Hays?—A. For many years 

Q. Now, let us take this particular case. How do you justify refusing to allow 
1,500 citizens of the city of Montreal to communicate with you by telephone, and al- 
lowing the rest of the citizens who choose to patronize the other company to have com- 
munication ?—A. Because we have a contract. 

Q. How do you in the public interest justify making any such contract in the case 
of the city of Montreal?—A. There was no Merchants’ Telephone Company in exis- 
- tence, I take it, at the time this contract was made. 

Q. You say that the contract was made before the Merchants came into existence? 
—A.I do not know. 

Q. If the Merchants ‘nad come to you to make an agreement before the Bell you 
would have made it?—A. Undoubtedly had the Merchants come to us to make a con- 
tract we would have made it. 

Q. The Merchants has been in operation in the city of Montreal since 1895. Was 
the agreement made since or before that ?—A, I think the agreement was made in 1896. 

Q. What is the date of the Mer¢hants’ application to you?—A. I do not remember 
that date. 

Q. They appear to have commenced in Montreal in opposition to the Bell in 1895, 
and a year afterwards you made this exclusive contract shutting them out?—A. But 
no one knew of their existence at that time. 
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Q. I expect the Grand Trunk knew all about it?—A. What reason have you for 
saying that you suspect they knew all about it? 

Q. It is a highly intelligent company, and well managed?—A. We do not know 
as much as you do about these things. 

Q. Do you say they did not know of the existence of the Merchants’ Company at 
that time ?—A. No. . 

Q. You say they did not?—A. No. 

Q. When they made that exclusive bargain?—A. No, as far as I am personally 
~ concerned I can gay that. 

Q. Well, the state of affairs exists that to-day 1,500 people who are subscribers 
to tne Merchants’ Telephone Company want to communicate with your offices. Will 
you allow them to do that?—A. That is a question for our counsel to advise us on. 

Q. I am not asking that; I am asking if you will allow them to telephone to your 
offices ’—A. We have not the slightest objection. 

Q. They are at liberty to do so?—A. If we have the legal right to make that 
arrangement. 

Q. Well, we will have to try and give you that right. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


_ Q. Have you any contract with any other company, where the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany is not in existence? As you said, if it happened that the Merchants Company 
was the largest company in Montreal, you might have had a contract with them. In 
some parts through which your railway line is passing, the Bell are not in operation, 
and have you a contract with any other company but the Bell?—A. I have filed. one 
here with a company. ; 

Q. Where is that?—A. At St. Agapit. 

Q. On the same lines that you have with the Bell Company? They are the biggest 
company in the town there I imagine?—A. It is not the same line, but we do not begin 
to get the consideration from that company that we do from the Bell. There ig no 
other company can give the consideration which the railway company receives from 
the Bell Company. , 

Q. The only thing you allow them to do is to allow them to put their instrument in 
your station, that is the contract?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do I understand that you, under your contract with the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, would not allow any other company to put an instrument in your station where 
they had a connecting line? Then what about the toll station, a pay station? Would 
you object to that?—A. With regard to that, I must answer the gentleman again, that 
is a question of our legal obligation and the application of the Railway Act of 1903. 
I do not profess to be acquainted with what our position would be under that Act. 

Q. You understand what I mean, I do not mean instruments in the office, but 
generally in the large room, in the leading stations, I think they have one in the Ciana- 
dian Pacific Railway, I do not know whether they have in the Grand Trunk, a tele- 
phone pay station, a box there, the telephone company keeps a man there and a man 
can go in there and call up any one that he wishes to speak with and send messages, 
and receive them. Would the Grand Trunk Company allow a toll station of that kind 
to be put in their station?—A. If we received some consideration for the services ren- 
dered, and we can legally do so, in view of our existing obligation, I do not see any 
reason why we should not. That, however, is a matter I should want to take legal 
counsel on. 


By Mr. Burrows : 


Q. You said that when you made an exclusive arrangement with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company, you did not know there was any other company in the country ?—A. 
No, sir 
Mr. CHARLES M. HAYS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 585 
APPENDIX No. 1 


’ Q. Had you known there was would you still have made that exclusive arrange- 
ment?’—A. That would depend on what the other company had to offer. 

Q. As a matter of policy, as far as the railway companies are concerned, if you 
felt you were making anything out of it, you would still have made that agreement ?— 
A. As I have explained before, these negotiations between corporations are all a matter 
of negotiation, each looking to do the best he can for his respective corporation. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I find in exhibit 38 your agreement with the Bell Telephone Company, that is 
the one that is in existence now, and bears the date of the 25th of J uly, 1900; that is — 
five years after the Merchants Telephone Company was established in Montreal ?—A. 
I had forgotten when you said they were established. 

Q. I am only giving yor what the manager swore to, that they were established 

and in operation in 1895, and I find that you have made an agreement, I suppose this 
is the agreement that is now in existence?—A. That is the agreement now in exist- 
ence. 
Q. That bears date the 25th of July, 1900, five years after the Merchants was 
established. Is it possible that the Merchants Company was in operation for five years 
in the city of Montreal, and you heard nothing about it?—A. The only way I would 
know was if they made application; I do not know that they did make application. 

Q. The manager swears that they made application?—A. At that time? 

Q. He does not say it was at that time?—A. That is what I am in the dark about. 
Of course if the application has been made in the last year or two 

Q. Is it possible, application or no application, is it possible that the Merchants 
Telephone Company could have been in operation for five years with a growing busi- 
ness, and be unknown to the business people of Montreal, including the business man- 
agement of a great corporation?—A. You would naturally think we would have some 
connection with them, but I do not recollect ever having had anybody ask me to call 
them up on the Merchants Telephone, or having been called up by it. 

Q. Do you know of a telephone company in Quebec called The People’s ?—A. No, 
Lspsot: 

Q. There is a company operating in Sherbrooke called The People’s Company; your 
line extends to Sherbrooke, does it not 2—A. Yes. 

Q. There is a telephone company operating there in Sherbrooke and in the country 
round about, the manager of which is Mr. Skinner, who was here giving evidence. He 
swears that his instruments are admitted into the stations of the Grand Trunk Railway 
Company at the city of Sherbrooke and Windsor and refused at other points. Why is 
there a different policy between one station of the company and another by the Grand 
Trunk if there is an exclusive contract governing all ?—A. Do I understand you to say 
they are in the stations ? 

Q. I will read you his evidence. At page 159 Mr. Charles Skinner, manager of 
The People’s Telephone Company, operating in Sherbrooke and in the vicinity, ap- 
peared before the committee, at page 166, was asked: 

‘Q. Do you connect with the railway stations ?—A. No, sir. I beg your 
pardon, I ought to change that. We do connect with the Grand Trunk at 
Sherbrooke.’ : 

Is that correct ?—A. I suppose so if he says it was, but I do not recollect that. 

Q. ‘And also at Windsor.’ Does not the exclusive contract with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company cover points like Sherbrooke?—A. I should think go. 

Q. And at Windsor ?—A. I should think so. 

-Q. Why do you waive this contract at these points and not at other points?—A. I 
do not know, sir. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 


Q. Will you just allow me to call your attention to this fact; I do not see what all 
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this evidence is for, as according to section 193 of the Railway Act of 1903 whenever 
any company or municipality applies to the Railway Commission to establish their 
system there the railway company is obliged to admit it. 


Mr. CHrYSLER—With compensation. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 


Q. If that is so, why should we examine witnesses to say that they have never done 
that in the past, while according to law they are bound to do it in the future. 


The CHAIRMAN.—You are quite aware that the question of the terms upon which 
the Independent Telephone Company may obtain access may be affected by this agree- 
men¢; it is one thing for a company to be at liberty to get into the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way station, and it is another thing as to the terms upon which they may obtain access. 
The railway company and the Bell Telephone Company, I believe, have raised the point 
in connection with this inquiry that they will be entitled to be paid a large sum by way 
of damages for breach of contract if an independent telephone company obtains access 
to the station. We are now considering the question of public policy, and if a great 
corporation, I do not care what it is, which has a charter from this parliament, if it 
disregards the public interest, it will be for this parliament to consider what remedy 
shall be applied to that company?—A. As to the exclusive contract, there can be no 
question about that now, under that section of the Railway Act there can be no question 
of an exclusive contract, if we have the right to put them aside. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Are you aware, Mr. Hays, that recently an order was issued from Mr. McGuigan 
to have The People’s telephone removed from their station at Waterville, Que.?—A. No, 
sir, it has not been brought to my attention. 

Q. An exhibit has been put in in the course of the examination of Mr. Skinner. I 
tnink it is his own communication, in which he says: 

‘Recently an order was issued by Mr. McGuigan, manager of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, to have The People’s Telephone Company’s telephone removed from their sta-. 
tion at Waterville, Que. This phone has been furnished free of charge for the con- 
venience of the 17 telephone subscribers they have in Waterville.’ 

—A. The 17 did you say ? 

Q. Yes, 17. The letter continues : 

‘This order has been given evidently in the interests of the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, who have three subscribers in their Waterville division, one a farmer, two miles 
out, one a doctor, the other Messrs. Gale & Son, who have both ’phones. So that this 
order discommodes 16 subscribers, all for the express purpose of obliging them to use 
a Bell telephone if they wish to communicate with the Grand Trunk station.’ 

Do you think that the people of Waterville, the 17 that are stated here to be on 
the People’s telephone, should be caused such inconvenience when there are only two 
subscribers on the Bell system who have not connection with The People’s telephone ?— 
A. I think in that case, as in a number of others you could quote, it is largely a question _ 
of consideration given to the railway company; the people might want us to do some- 
thing for nothing. ‘ 

Q. Supposing we have no general speech, but sappesing we deal with Waterville 
in place of general speeches. That is the point; we want to know about Waterville ?— 
A. That is general, but it is not stated in his letter, nor ‘aave you alluded to the con- 
sideration that we have obtained from the Bell Telephone Company for the right to 
put the telephone in our stations. That right constitutes the chief capital in trade of 
the Telephone Company; it is his capital to ‘nave ihe right to put his telephone in our 
stations; that is what enables him to get subscribars. 

Q. That is not answering the question. These speeches are interesting——A. I 
am not giving a speech. 
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Q. I am asking you to give reasons for excluding tae independent telephones from 
your station when it costs such great inconvenience to those having business with your 
station. Here we have the complaint of the manager of the People’s Telephone Com- 
pany of Waterville. There are two systems there, one with 17 and the other with 3 
subscribers. Would it cost any inconvenience to your staff at Waterville station to 
nave to serve tnese two telephones?—A. I do not know. 

Q. As an intelligent railway manager, what is your opinion on that point?—A. 
It might. 

Q. Do you swear that it is an inconvenience?—A. It might be. 

Q. Then, in this case you shut out the company that has 17 subscribers and give 
the preference to a company that has only three?—A. I suppose the company that has 
only three is giving us some compensation; that is the difference. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Would it depend in your mind on the contract that you have with the Bell 
Telephone Company? You would have to be faithful to the contract you have witin 
them ?’—A. It would depend upon the consideration that you will receive for that pri- 
vilege. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. Evidently the people of Waterville were not considered?—A. Was it not more 
in the interest of the Telephone Company than the people that the permission was 
asked. We never had anything from the people of Waterville about it. 

Q. You made an agreement that affected the people of Waterville without consult- 
ing them?—A. We never had an expression of opinion from the people of Waterville 
that I know of. 

Q. Did you not have before them a contract affecting them? And you might have 
given them an oneo~tin'ty of expressing an opinion?—A. How would you do that, 
sir ? 

Q. Do you think you have no obligations to the public?—A. How could we get an 
expression of opinion from the public as to whether we would have one telephone or 
the other in that case? 

Q. How do you justify your conduct as a public carrier in making a contract af- 
fecting a community without consulting them? A. In tne same way that we make 
any other railway rule or contract. 

Q. Disregard the public?—A. That is hardly a fair way to look at it. 

Q. That is what it seems to me in this case. My attention is called to this state- 
ment by Mr. Skinner: ‘In Waterville, for instance, we hire the station agent there, pay 
him $10 a year to put it in his private living part to answer our purpose to giv in- 
formation from the railway to our subscribers.’ There they are willing to pay?—A. 
Pay the agent $10? 

' Q. Yes, $10 to the agent to do the work?—A. The consideration we get there, that 
the company gets, is that we have thousands of dollars benefit from our contract. 

Q. For incommoding the people of Waterville2—A. We never had any expression 
from the people of Waterville that they were incommoded. 

Q. Did you give them any opportunity to say that they were incommoded?—A. 
They always had that opportunity. 

Q. After the contract was made?—A. They never objected to it, Sir William. 

Q. They had not objected to it?—A. No. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. You admit that a telephone is necessary for business purposes now; for a mer- 
chant to be up-to-date in business he must have it, and use it for his business ?@—A. 
A great many of them do not seem to think so. 

Q. Is it or is it not now a business necessity ?—A. That is a matter every man 


must determine for himself. 
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Q. Do you think it is useful for business?—A. I think it is. 

Q. Then do you think it is right to exclude a large part of the city of Montreal! 
from connection with your stations?—A, I think, sir, it is a question in this present 
instance of our obligations, and the interpretation and application of the law to it. 

Q. What is your opinion as a business man, is it useful for a merchant to have a 
telephone connecting him with 1,700 people in the city of Montreal, is it in the inter- 
ests of the public? What is your opinion about that?—A. That is hardly fair to say 
that we are prohibiting 1,700 people from using the telephone when they want it, simply 
because they want to use one ’phone instead of another. That is not any prohibition 
on our part. 

Q. Of course, it is natural for a man to take the cheapest, is not that what you 
are doing. 


By Mr. Geoffrion : 

Q. You know, Mr. Hays, I think you said so, that the Merchants Telephone Com- 
pany in Montreal is not a known company, it is not a very well-known company. Is 
it not a fact that they are not a well-known company ?’—A. I do not know that any one 
has ever called me up on it, or asked me to call them on the Merchants Telephone Com- 
pany that I can recall. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You will not allow it in your office for them to call you up by it?—A. If other 
people felt it necessary to do so they might call me up. — 

Q. Your place of business is generally within the office of the Grand Trunk, and 
you will not allow the Merchants telephone within the precincts of the Grand Trunk; 
how can people call you up then over it?—A. I often answer telephone calls when not 
in our office. 


By Mr. Roche : 


Q. You base one of the principal objections to having more than one telephone in 
the station to the inconvenience that it would be to your company and because it would 
require additional attendance or attendants?—A. Yes. 

Q. What would apply to your company, would apply to other companies, I pre- 
sume, and I notice here that Mr. McNicoll when giving his evidence the other day on 
that point, was asked in regard to putting in another ’phone. The question was: ‘ It 
facilitates the railway business by having telephone connection with the railway sta- 
tion’ ? and the answer was ‘yes.’ Then he was asked ‘And the more telephone con- 
nection you have the more business would be advanced’ ? to which he replied ‘ we give 
them more telephone advantages on account of our contract. Do not misunderstan1] 
me, I have no objections to any telephone company getting in to our stations. I would 
allow all telephone companies in, but I have a contract and I have certain privileges in 
exchange for that contract, and I consider that until I am ordered I have to keep that 
contract.’ Mr. McNicoll apparently sees no difficulty or disadvantage in having more 
than one telephone in the station, for he expressly states that he will admit all. Of 
course your opinion does not agree with his?—A. No. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. You have expressed the opinion that on principle a telephone must be a mono- 
poly if the public want to be served properly ?—-A. I mean that a man has seldom anv 
occasion for more than one telephone, you do not want two telephones, there is no use 
for two, I only want one telephone each in the different places of business, two would 
be of no value to me. 

Q. That is the opinion that I wanted to get, that on principle such a convenience 
as the telephone must be by its very nature a monopoly, which shows that if there is 
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one telephone it can serve the public better than if there are five or six different tele- 
phones, so that you will have to get five or six telephones in your office?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Aylesworth. 


Q. Under this contract you stated that the company enjoy certain advantages 
which you considered of value. Is the right to communicate without charge over the 
long-distance lines one of these advantages’—A. Yes, sir, it is of very considerable 
advantage. 

Q. In the ordinary course of business would that right enjoyed by your company 
be an advantage that your patrons, the general public would have upon occasion the 
benefit of 2—A. Certainly. 

Q. If. one of your local subscribers called up your station wanting to know whether 
a train had passed over the Victoria bridge, for instance, would that be a plece of 
information that the telephone service would be utilized for by your company, or would 
you know that otherwise?—A. The telephone service might be utilized in addition to 
the telegraph service, and very often is. I may say not a day passes we do not have 
long-distance communication from merchants, shippers and others in London, Hamil- 
ton, Toronto, and all over Canada in that way. 

Q. So that in that way your patrons generally would share in the advantages of 
that contract?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is to say the public generally, to the extent in which the public patronize 
our company derive a benefit?—A. Yes, 

Q. And what is the extent of that, so far as it is a public benefit, is it proportion- 


ate to the number of subscribers who use the telephone system you are using ?—A, 


Yes, it would be. ‘ 

Q. So that if you are inconveniencing some 15 or 17 people in Waterville, at one 
point, by reason of their not getting connection, that is a very small number com- 
pared with the number that you may be conveniencing in other places, some 17,000, 
more or less?@—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. Such information as has just been spoken of could in the most important in- 
stances be afforded by means of your telegraph system?—A. Not as readily; there is 
so much time intervenes between the sending of the message by telegraph and getting 
an answer, whereas a man in Toronto, Hamilton, Buffalo or elsewhere can call you up 
by telephone, and in five minutes do as much business as could be done by the exchange 
of half a dozen letters or messages. You can get your answer right on the spot. 


\ 


Witness discharged. 


Committee took recess. 


WEDNESDAY, May 17, 1905. 
4 O'CLOCK P.M. 
Examination of Mr. C. F. Sise resumed: 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. I think when we adjourned, Mr. Sise, we were talking about the amount that 
has been expended for the construction of conduits and the placing of wires under- 
ground. I will postpone any further examination with regard to that until those 
statements are furnished. But at an earlier meeting, when Mr. Casgrain was pre- 
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sent, a series of questions were handed to him which are printed at page 214. I wanted 
to ask you if you had got the information which is there asked for by order of the 
committee ?—A. At page 214? 

Q. Yes. I want to dispose of those questions. Passing over the first seven at 
present—I am coming back directly to ask you about the charges made by the com- 
pany for telephone service. JI want to postpone that until we get the other infor- 
nation about your assets. Questions 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 have been pretty well covered 
by what we nave gone over. Now look at question 8, ‘what is the present estimated 
value of the following assets of the company: (a) Its real estate.’ Now, we have in 
your balance sheet here a statement of the real estate of the company, which is $1,- 
284,930.89.—A. That is right. 

Q. What do you say as to the value of that, Mr. Sise ?—A. That is what it fas 
cost us. It has never been appreciated in our books at its value. 

Q. By appreciated you mean no price has been added ?—A. Nothing has been 
added. 

Q. Nothing has been taken off ?—A. Nothing has been deducted. 

Q. That is the actual cost ?—A. That is the actual cost. 

Q. Do you know whether the value of the real estate to-day is more or less than 
in your books ?—A. I think it would sell for quite what has been carried into the 
books. 

Q. Without making a valuation of the property, this may be taken as the value 
of the real estate 2—A. I think so. We have never had occasion to value it. It was 
bought for our own use. 

Q. Question (b) is ‘Its lines now actually constructed and in operation.’ Did you 
make any preparation to answer this ?—A. I think we have answered this. 

Q. What is asked for there is the value of the lines. Now, if that is applied to 
all lines I suppose it is answered by the statement of construction.—A. But we as- 
sumed that was long-distance lines. 

Q. Did you make a statement showing the value of the long-distance lines 
actually constructed ?—A. I believe it is filed. 

Q. I do not remember it.—A. I am not sure. 

Mr. Curysiter.—I do not remember seeing one. Is there one ? 


Mr. McFaruane.—I could not say. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
Q. Well, will you have that looked into and see ?—A. We can furnish these 
figures. 
Q. I wish the value of the lines actually constructed and in operation ? Now (ce) 
is ‘Switchboards now in actual use ?’—A. I assume that would be in the same state- 
ment whicn I think has been submitted; if not we will submit it. 


Mr. Curyster.—I have not seen any statement containing this information, Mr. 
Sise. 


Mr. McFaruane.—All these questions we understood were replaced by that subse- 
quent list, but we have not got the information in detail. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. We will just see presently what we do want. Then (d) is ‘ Telephones now 
in actual use. Mr. McFarlane says you have not prepared in that form answers to 
these questions.—A. I thought it had been done. 

Q. No, sir. In regard to (g) we have of course had the statements you gave us 
of the value in your books of the patents and patent rights, that is a sum of $70,000? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, then, with regard to the information that you have given us in these an- 
nual statements, referring to page 454 again because we will have to go back to that 
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point.—A. Would you allow me to state that what you asked for in No. 8, while we will 
furnish it, practically means an inventory of the entire plant all over Canada. We 
will furnish it, but it will take some time to do so ; there is a great deal of labour in- 
volved. There is no reason for not doing it, but it means quite a labour. 

Q. That is the eighth question with sub-heads at page 214% The committee have 
requested it, Mr. Sise, and I suppose their wish must be carried out? A. We will 
furnish the committee with the information, but I want them to understand that it will 
take months to get that up. You ask for the value of all the telephones in actual use, 
that is that every telephone in use has got to be examined and valued unless you will 
allow us to put in an aggregate amount, and so with the switchboards and other plant. 
It is practically asking for an inventory and a valuation of our entire plant, which we 
will furnish to you, only you must give us time for it. There is no objection to giving 
the information. 


Mr. Bercrron.—It looks as if somebody wants to buy the Bell Telephone Company. 
The Wirness.—We have no objection to furnishing it. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Well, turning to page 454 I thought perhaps we could get some figures that 
would answer for present consideration?—A. Yes. 

Q. The plant and patent account, with the amounts that have been written off, 
which have been shown by a statement put in, amounts to $9,273,755.902?—A. That is 
correct. 

Q. The real estate, as you told us this morning, is practically all invested in the 
business, employed in the business of the company? That is $1,284,930.892—A. That is 
correct. 

Q- The other items in the list of assets appear to me subject to what you say; as 
being property on hand rather than employed in the business of the company—what do 
you say as to ‘stores on hand? The stock in other companies is an investment?—_A. 
The ‘steres cn hand’ are employed for the business of the company 

Q. Yes, perhaps so—that is, it is a supply ahead ?—A. Yes, a daily supply. 

Q. Then these three items would be the amount of property shown by these state- 
ments necessarily invested in the business of the company. The remaining items at the 
foot are really realized assests, property on hand? You have ‘stock in other companies,’ 
you have money ‘due from agencies,’ and ‘from debtors’ and ‘cash’ T made it up a 
little differently. If you will look at the item on page 454 ‘stores on hand, $389,789.71,’ 
you will see that on the other side at the last line of page 453 you owe to ‘sundry 
creditors $320,253.80.’ So that your stores if sold would pay your creditors and leave a 
balance. For the purpose of arriving at the amount you have actually invested in the 
business I discarded that on both sides—A. That is correct. 

Q. It may not be exactly accurate, but it is close enough—A. That is practically 
correct. 

Q. Then I have the two items ‘plant and patent account $9,273,755.90’ and ‘real 
estate $1,284,930.89,’ and adding them we get $10,558.686.79 as the amount shown to be 
invested in A. The active business of the company. 

Q- Well, there is another way of louking at it, and it leads to the same result and 
I used that just to show that those figures can probably be relied upon. Take the other 
side of the account on the previous page (453) and you will see these figures which are 
apparently all invested in the business of the company—‘ Stock account $7,916,960,’ 
‘Bond account $2,000,000,’ ‘ Contingent fund $1,845,410.14. 


Mr. Brerceron.—No, that is not what we have here. 


Mr. CurysLer.—Take the three items together. 


Mr. Brercrron.—I see, you have added them together. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Q. ‘Insurance reserve, $200,000,’ and ‘Accident reserve, $100,000” You will 
have to trust me for the addition, which if you take my word is $13,062,370. Now, 
you have against that certain assets which ought to be deducted. You have cash on 
hand, $575,702.52, and you have the investments in the stock of other companies 
amounting to $927,056.50. That is an investment ?—A. Tat is correct. 

Q. So I take those two amounts, the cash and the amount invested and it makes 
a sum of $1,502,759.02 to be deducted from the aggregate of your funds ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the balance is $10,559,611, or within about $1,000 of the amount which 
we reached by adding the plant and patent account and the real estate 2—A. Yes. 

Q. So that I think for the present purpose the assets actually invested in the 
business may be taken at about $10,560,000 2—A. Yes, 

Q. That is throwing off the odd money 2? Now, that amount includes the whole 
of the real estate, the plant, the patents that you own, the local exchanges, and the 
long-distance lines ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Something ‘nas been said in the evidence of a good many witnesses as to the 
cost of equipping a telephone line per subscriber. I do not know whether you have 
worked that out. Have you ?—A. It varies in every town although we have worked 
it out. 

Q. Have you worked it out for your whole system ?—A. You are referring to the 
exchange service ? 

Q. Either way. —A. Not the long-distance. 

Q. This does include long-distance and to that extent it is erroneous ?—A. It is 
erroneous because the capital per subscriber ‘aas nothing to do with long-distance lines, 

Q. Except that it is a convenience to every subscriber.—A. Yes. 

Q. You told us the other day that the long-distance and the local were all. part 
of one system (document produced) is that the same thing worked out 2 You have 
got it here in this statement and you will see how closely yours approximates. The 
figures, $10,560,000 do include long-distance equipment and to that extent you say 
is wrong. It works out, at 66,110 subscribers, to about $159 per subscriber. Now 
you say that is wrong because we took the long-distance in.—A. I beg your pardon, 
Mr. Chrysler, it is separated. 

Q. Yes, you have made up a statement separating it 2A. We have made up a 
statement separating it. 

Q. Your statement is slightly different. You have separated the capital, You 
have worked this out at 70,000 subscribers and you have made your capital $9,916,960, 
that is by adding to the amount of the stock the amount of the bonds.—A. Yes. | 

Q. But you have omitted these other things which are also invested in your busi- 
ness, namely, the contingent fund, and the insurance and the accident reserve ?—A. 
They are in the business. , 

Q. And should be added to this amount, deducting, however, the sums that are 
invested in the stock of other companies and the cash on hand ?—A. IT may explain 
that by stating that we were asked for the capitalization, taat is how much capital 
per subscriber the company had and here we divide that, taking $9,916,960 of capital 
and bonds. Then we divide it by the number of subscribers, dividing it into exchange 
capital, toll line capital, and real estate capital, and that shows that we had repre- 
sented by capital issues and bonds sold an amount equal to $141 per subscriber. 

Q. By my computation I made it $159. We will just see what the difference is. 
The difference, Mr. Sise, appears to be that you are showing the amount of capital per 
subscriber, which is $141 ?—A, Capital and bonds. 

Q. Yes, capital and bonds. Mine is the cost per subscriber, which is $159.—A. 
Yes. 

Q. Then you have separated here the total] exchange capital from the total toll 
line capital. How did you arrive at the separation of these figures ?—A. Simply by 
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deducting our toll line accounts in the ledger, knowing what has been charged for toll 
lines $2,166,000, and dividing it by the number of subscribers—although it proves 
nothing and shows nothing—but merely dividing it in order that it might be explained, 

Mr. Brercrroy.—You might ask Mr. Sise to explain what is contingent account 
or what goes into contingent account. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I will do it in a few minutes. I would like to ea~ry this ts the end. That is 
an element in it. Then is my computation more correct, M: Sise ?—A 1 should say 
that it was inasmuch as the contingent fund is invested in these 70,000 subscribers 
and in this toll line, I should say that it was. 

Q. Well, we will put them both in and then they can be considered together. 

Mr. AyLeswortu.—That contingent, fund, as I understand it, consists more than 
half of it of cash and what is due from debtors, ete. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I will give you a copy of this statement and you can look at it and see how 
it is figured out. The last part is a mere estimate of percentage. (Hands witness 
statement.) —A. I would like to state that this is merely what it represents to be : 
capital and bonds divided by the number of subscribers. 

Q. With reference to a question that has just been asked, your contingent fund 
is invested in the business ?—A. It is invested in the business. 

Q. And your insurance reserve ?—A, That is invested in the business. 

Q. And the accident reserve ?—A. And the accident reserve. 

Q. And the $2,000,000 in money borrowed on bonds and the paid-up stock ?—A. 
It is represented in the plant. | 

Q. It is all represented in the plant and therefore the correct way to get at it is 
‘o add these sums all together and deduce from them what is invested outside, which is 
shares of other companies and the cash on hand. Of course the cash on hand you 
could take it away to-morrow and your business would be unimpaired ?—A. And also, 
I presume, any liabilities under those same assets. 

Q. Quite so. There is a discrepancy there which I disregarded. Your stores 
account is about $60,000 more than the amount owing to your creditors. But that is 
a small thing and does not touch this for the purpose of computation as the amount 
invested in the business is very close. It is at least $10,560,000. I thought that it 
would be fair to take as a percentage of the capital invested in tine long-distance lines 
and in the local exchanges respectively, to take your earnings from the long-distance 
and the earnings from the local because you told us that you pursue that principle 
in adding to your capital, If we take the earnings for a series of years and get the 
proportion we would come pretty near the proportion of amount invested, would we ? 
—A. We take the percentage of toll line revenue to gross revenue, and we take that 
_ of course in operating and any other service necessary for toll line account in order 
to arrive at the net toll line revenue. 

Q. What is the percentage of proportion between tne two figures, that is between 
toll line revenue and gross revenue ? Take the earnings in 1904, the percentage is 
about 72 per cent from the local exchanges and 28 per cent from the long-distance? 
—A. Roughly, of course in the aggregate. 

Q. I think you told us yesterday that it was not possible to give accurately the 
separate costs of long-distance equipments ?—A. It is difficult to do it. 

Q. Yes ?—A. As I say in Ottawa, Hamilton, Toronto, Montreal and elsewhere 
the long-distance lines make use of the exchange conduits, exchange poles, and they 
use a certain portion of the exchange switchboard and a certain portion of the time 
of the exchange operators, inspectors and others, within the city limits, and it is 
practically impossible to give an accurate statement. 

Q. Your proportion is about two-thirds exchange capital and one-third local capi- 


tal 2 My computation shows a larger proportion for the stock. 
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Mr. Brrceron.—Before you go any further, would you be kind enough just as « 
matter of information to let me know what you are aiming at now. 

Mr. Curyster —I am going to ask him presently about his rates. 

_ Mr. Berceron.—But before we go to that. I am just asking this in order to learn 
whether your object is that we shall come to this conclusion: To know how much it 
costs per subscriber for tne building of a line. We have asked the representatives of 
the small companies who have come before us how much it cost to build their line. 
Of course they would say so much for posts, so much for wire, so inuch for instru- 
ments and so much for operation. Do you want to make a comparison between the 
cost of building these small lines 

Mr. Curyster.—And the cost of this line. 

Mr. Brrcrron.—And ths cost of the Bell Telephone, that is the point? 

Mr. Curysiter.—Yes. 

Mr. Bercrron.—I suppose you will have to come to a good many other questions 
because these are only the big figures. You will come down to details I imagine? 

Mr. Curysiter.—Yes. 

Mr. Bercrron.—The cost of poles and wires. We want to be able to understand 
the details so that when the matter comes up later on we shall be able to discuss it 
intelligently and see the difference Yetween the cost of building the Bell Telephone 
lines and the other telephone lines of which we have heard. 

Mr. Curysier.—I may say here that this statement which Mr. Sise says is made 
up on the capital account applied to a number of subscribers shows an average of $141 
of capital for each subscriber.—A. For each subscriber ? 

Q- My statement which he says is made upon a different principle and is also 
correct, show $159 per subscriber. But from that we have deducted whatever per- 
centage is chargeable to the cost of long-distance. I made it 28%, which would give 
a cost per subscriber of $114. Mr. Sise’s statement shows that the proportion of the 
exchange capital to the long-distance capital is about two-thirds and one-third, so that 
if that is appllied to my figures we would have to deduct from $159, one- third of which 
is $53, leaving $106, I think.—A. A little more. 

Q- I made it just $106 as the cost of the local equipment per subscriber. 

The CHairMan.—You mean, Mr. Chrysler, that according to Mr. Sise’s way of 
figuring it out is has cost them to cstablish their lines and to equip them for 66,000 
odd subscribers an average of $106 per subscriber ? 

Mr. Curyster.—That is it, that is the result. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Is that in the cities or in the country ? 

The Cuatrman.—All through Canada. There are 66,000 odd instruments in use. 
The Bell Company has 66,000 odd instruments in use. 

Mr. Berceron.—All over? 

The CuamrMan.—AIl over Canada, all kinds. 

WirTNEss.—66,000 who pay- 

Mr. Curysier.—Mr. Sise explains that in addition to having 66,000 paying sub- 
scribers there are some 4,000 non-paying, so that you get 70,000 services which would 
reduce the average cost.. (To witness). Your average is based upon an estimated 
service of 70,000 subscribers ? 

Mr. Bracx-—Actual, Mr. Chrysler ? 

WIrTNEss.—That is actual. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—How are the railways considered in that? 

Mr. Buack.—They are in the 70,000. 

Mr. Curyster.—They are in the 7 0,000, but not in the 66,000. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—They are in the 70,000, but not in the 66,000. 

Mr. Curysier.—That is the difference. (To witness). Then in the statement of 
1904, where you give 66,160, as you have already told us, those are paying subscribers, 
and the 70,000 are the actual subscribers?—A. That is correct. 
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Q. So that in order to get the cost per subscriber we have to apply the figures 
70,000 instead of 66,1602—A. Yes. 

Q. That can be applied either to your figures of the cost of the capital amount 
invested of $9,916,960, or my figures of the amount actually invested?—A. To either. 

Mr. McFariane.—If I might be permitted to explain, a number of statements have 
been put in by certain witnesses showing the capital invested per subscriber in different 
telephone companies, and this is the basis—all these different telephone companies 
having just added their capital stock and bonded indebtedness and divided it by the 
number of subscribers—this is the basis upon which we prepared this statement which 
shows a cost per subscriber of $141. 

Mr. CurysLter.—That is quite true. 

Mr. McFartane.—As a comparison only. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
oN For the purpose of comparison that should be kept in mind then, Mr. Sise?— 
. Yes. 

Q. But for the purpose of arriving at the actual facts in the case of your com- 
pany, you do not dispute that my figures are the correct way of arriving at it?—A. No. 

Q. That happens to be unfavourable to your company as showing a larger amount 
invested, because you have a large rest or contingent fund?—A. And the reason for 
furnishing it is because the other companies’ statements that have been filed here are 
upon this basis of capital and debt irrespective of any other asset. 

Q. This is a statement upon the basis of a stock account and bond account?—A. 
The cost per subscriber based upon capital and bonds issued irrespective of anything 
else. 


Exhibit No. 148. December 31, 1904. 
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Q. Well, how does that compare, or have you any information from your experience, 
or other means of arriving at it than the figures shown in these annual reports?— 
A. Compared with what? 

Q. Or have you any theoretical knowledge as to the proper cost per subscriber of 
equipping and building a telephone line?—A. Well, we can only base our opinion of 
the cost upon what it has cost other companies, and I find here 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, companies 
who put their cost under the heading of common stock, preferred stock and bonds, 
number of subscribers and capital per subscriber. One company puts its equipment 
and capital under those headings as $349 per subscriber; another one at Pittsburg, $360 
per subscriber. One is a public report, and the other is a circular offering bonds for 
sale. These figures come from the companies themselves. The Kansas City Home 
Telephone Company gives the cost as $380 per subscriber, the Home Telephone Com- 
pany, of Louisville—those are independent companies I am giving you—puts the cost 


at $301; the Bell Company, $141. 


Q. You want to put this statement in?—A. Yes, I will put it in. 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Q. Do you know anything about those figures ?—A. It shows where we derive the 
information. The United States census and the reports of the companies themselves 
show that the Bell Company is capitalized at less per subscriber than any other com- 
pany in existence apparently. 

Q. These are large companies as shown by the capitalization?—A. It gives the 
number of subscribers. 

Q. The number of subscribers is given there, and you wish to put it in, all right.— 
A. The number varies from 15,000 subscribers. 

Q. What is the lowest and what is the highest cost of equipping ?—A. The Bell 
is the lowest. 

Q. What is the figure ?—A. $141. The Kansas City Home Company, which, I 
think is an independent company, is $380. 

Q. That is the highest ?—A. That information is derived from a circular issued 
by that company offering their bonds for sale. That is our only authority for it, 

Q. Of course this computation is based upon the correctness of the figures. There 
can be no question if your contingent fund is right, that is, if your depreciation has 
been kept within proper limits in past years.—A. Yes, it is based upon the same form 
of statistics that I have quoted from, bonds and capital. 

Q. What do you say as to that ? I have not asked you tnoat question before. A 
statement has been put in by you as to the amounts written off your different assets 
for depreciation. Have the amounts that you have applied for that purpose been 
reasonable amounts {—A. We have charged off from time to time and we filed a state- 
ment which I think is not correct, because it was not sufficiently clear. 

Q. The question is whether you nave written off enough.—A. In 1902 we charged 
off—— 

Q. Don’t give us the figures again.. That exhibit contains them. What is your 
judgment about it ?—A. I think that is none too much. 

Q. You think it is ample and none too much, and if that is so, then your con- 
tingent fund as it stands to-day represents invested capital 2—A. Yes. 

Q. Of course if a large amount ought to be written off which is not written off 
we are putting your capital at too high a figure. If you have written off already 
enough from the contingent fund it is not so much more capital invested in the busi- 
ness ?—A. The depreciation varies very much from year to year under the cireum- 
stances. For example, in Montreal to-day we have a switchboard which is perfectly 
able to do the work for tae number of subscribers for which it was built and is giving 
the service. That switchboard represents, I think, $200,000 on our books, but because 
of the growth it is absolutely obselete to-day, and in the same building you will see 
a new board being constructed at a cost price of $300,000, and the old board goes to 
the scrap heap. Therefore you require a very large amount for contingent or depre- 
ciation, whatever it may be called, to provide for that. 

Q. That brings up the question you were talking about this morning. If you 
charge what goes to the scrap heap to the annual expenditure you see that is not en- 
trenching on your contingent fund at all—aA. I do not think I made myself clear this 
morning on that point. 

Q. Will you just A. We were speaking of poles and conduits, and I tnink we 
were lead astray by mixing up the question of dollars and the question of wires. If 
we have in Ottawa a pole line carrying 500 wires or costing $5,000, you may say, and 
in place of that we put underground a conduit costing $10,000, but with no greater 
capacity, that $5,000 is wholly charged off, it is lost, but the $10,000 is charged to capi- 
tal account, or rather $5,000 goes to revenue and $5,000 to capital. I misunderstood 
the chairman. I think I was speaking of lines and he of dollars. What I want to say 
is this, that the existing line is all charged off to revenue because it is abandoned and 
the new line which takes its place is charged to capital. 
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Q. The whole cost of the new line, the conduit, is charged to capital 2A, Yes, 
what we get from the $5,000. 
Q. Yes, this difference, the difference is charged to capital ?—A. Yes. 
 Q. If that is regularly done you will add to capital whatever is increased plant. 
—A. I am speaking of value now. Increased plant we charge wholly to capital. Over 
the old plant the increased value is charged to capital. 


By the Chatrman : 

Q. Then, you agree with me. I understand you to say that when you take the 
lines that are on poles and put them underground the loss is charged against revenue? 
—A. The old line, the one that is abandoned, is charged to revenue. 

Mr. Mitter.—The new line is charged to capital. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. I do not think you are getting the bookkeeping distinction of it. What you 
do is to charge the whole thing somewhere.—A. Charge the whole of the original to 
capital. 

Q. And having regard to the fact that you have lost existing value in the old line, 
you deduct from the amount which you would otherwise charge to capital if it was a 
new line?—A. That is charged to revenue. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. You credit the new one to capital and the old one to revenue?—A. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN.—Would that be right? 
Mr. Curyster.—I think so. 
The CHAIRMAN.—Well, he substitutes a new system for an old one. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 7 
Q. What goes to capital—the money that goes to capital is the difference ?—A. 


Yes. 
Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—That is quite right. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. That is the way you have done it, Mr. Sise?—A. That is the way it has been 

done. : 
By Mr. Miller: 

Q. I am not sure that is the right amount to charge. The amount of a new line 
is placed to capital account, that is right?—A. Yes. 

Q. Where the amount of the abandoned line is not deducted from capital account 
it is deducted from current expenditures ?’—A. Yes. 

The CHatrMAN.—Should it not be deducted frcm capital? 

Mr. CurysLer.—Perhaps the bookkeeper who does it is compressing two or three 
principles into one in the work, but in practice what he does is to separate the whole 
expenditure into two parts, part of which is charged to capital account, and part is 
charged to revenue. Really, he is going through the same process that we are doing 
now mentally. He is saying: ‘I charged the whole amount but I take out of it now, 
in the act of charging, what the company has lost by their giving away so much old 
plant.’ 

Mr. Mitter.—Put the old plant at $10,000, that is charged to capital account; you 
abandon it, but in place of deducting it from capital you deduct it from the current 
expenditure. You abandon that pole line but in place of deducting that $5,000 from 
the capital account, as I think you should do, you take it from the current expenditure, 
and when you put in place of that $5,000 pole line the $15,000 conduit line, you charge 
the $15,000 to capital account, and the other remains in the capital account, and thus 
it is all charged and remains charged to capital. 
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Mr. CurystEr.—I don’t think he does it that way. 

Mr. Larteur.—It is the difference that is charged to capital, the difference be- 
tween $5,000 and $10,000. 

Mr. Curyster.—That is charged to revenue account, it is not taken from capital 
account. 

Mr. Mitter.—If the $5,000 is deducted from the revenue account for the year it is 
not deducted from the capital. 

Mr. Lartevur.—lIt is taken from revenue. 

Mr. Curysier.—Of the total expenditure of $15,000 treated in that way, that 
$15,000 has all got to be charged somewhere. 

Mr. YAFLEUR.—In the first place. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. The $10,000 is charged to revenue and the $5,000 to capital, and the whole is 
accounted for. The fact is you have only increased your capital by $5,0002—A. That 
is it. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. That is the reverse of the Government’s action on the Intercolonial?—A. I am 
not saying it is the best way to do it. I am quite sure you wil] not find a dozen rail- 
ways or telegraph or telephone companies that will agree entirely on the system. It is 
what we are doing and what we suppose to be the best way. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. What does an ordinary manufacturer do, where machinery becomes abandoned 
or antiquated? How does he take account of that? He must write it off against his 
earnings ?—A. Sure. | 

Q. Because it is a legitimate loss as the business goes on?—A. Yes. 

Mr. Curyster.—What Mr. Sise means from the process is the writing off some- 
where of the old plant, and the charging of the whole new plant. They do that. 
Apparently the result is the same. 

Mr. MILLeER.—Just the same. 


By Mr. Chrysler: : 

Q. Mr. Sise, we were led into that from my asking you jn the case of the Montreal 
exchange, will the effect in that case—how will that effect your capital account? What 
you say takes place there, you have to abandon the old-switch-board and put in a new 
one?—A. That is rather a big addition and 

Q. It is only to find out how it will effect your capital account ?—A. My impression 
is that if we put in a board with a capacity of 10,000, taking the place of one with a 
capacity of 5,000, that we would charge to capital account half of the cost—this board 
is no better, it is bigger—we would charge capital account with one-half the access to 
accommodation over the old board, and credit capital account with whatever we sell 
that. old board for. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Just as if you bought it at first and instead of $15,000 you paid $10,000.—A. 
The $5,000 is the amount charged. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. The other $5,000 will come out of contingent fund?—A. Yes. 
Mr. CurysLer.—It comes out of revenue in practice., 


By Mr Bergeron: 


Q. What have you done with the switchboard here? 
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Q. How many times has that happened in the city of Ottawa ? Can you tell from 
memory ?—A. I should say that the plant in Ottawa in twenty-five years has beea 
changed entirely five times. 

Q. So, if we could separate your capital account—— 

The CHaiRMAN.—He will put in a statement. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. That will show the amount of capital invested in Ottawa?’—A. Yes. 

Q. And we ean ask you then how you have arrived at that? All this I have been 
asking in order to ascertain whether we are treating this properly in considering this 
large amouut of contingent fund, which is nearly $2,000,000, as really capital invested 
in your business. It is so if you have already. written off fairly and properly what 
ought to have been written off for depreciation.—A. It is. 

Q. So that it is really a reserve fund although you call it a contingent fund? It 
is applicable to any purpose of the company you require it for; it is so much additional 
capital?—A. The results are very much the same as if we loaned the money out at % 
per cent or put it in the plant. 

Q: Instead of loaning it you have it invested in plant and property which you 
could not otherwise own with the capital at your disposal?—A. We do not capitalize it 
because it would not be available then. 

Q. Then the figures that I have put together here, I was doing it for the purpose 
of ascertaining the amount of capital per subscriber, but they are equally valuable for 
another purpose. $10,560,000 is the total amount of your capital invested 2—A. Yes. 

Q. Including all reserve funds and excluding the investments in outside ways 2 
—A, Yes. Cash in the bank. 

Q. Cash in bank and stock in other companies. Your shareholders have paid in 
to the contingent fund large sums received as premiums from the sales of stock?—A- 
Yes. , 

Q. But apart from the premiums paid in, $7,916,960, or nearly $8,000,000 %—A. 
Yes. 

Q. And you have about $10,500,000 invested in the business, so that you have saved 
or accumulated in the history of the company about $2,500,000? Is that a fair state- 
ment ?—A. I think it is. 

Mr. Cascgrain.—What about the $2,000-000 of bonds ? 

Mr. Curyster.—Well, if they borrowed that and owe it, it is on both sides. That 
does not touch the amount of their capital invested. 

Mr. Cascrain.—lIt is a debt, I do not see how 

Mr. Curyster.—Tiney have got the money. 

Mr. Cascratin.—They have got the money. It is represented by property, it is not 
represented by money. 

Mr. Monx.—You say they have paid $2,500,000. 

Mr. Curyster.—They have got $12,000,000 of capital. 

Mr. AyLESwortH.—Of property, you mean. 

Mr. ZimmMERMAN.—Bonds will have to be considered as a debt. 

Mr. Cascrain.—It is a debt. They owe this $2,000,000. It is not an asset, it is 
a mortgage on their property. 


? 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Does the fact that you have an amount borrowed upon bonds affect what I 
have been saying, Mr. Sise ? You nave heard what Mr. Casgrain says.—A. No, that 
$2,000,000 is carried in there. That $2,000,000 is added to the capital in ascertaining 
-the amount per subscriber. 
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“on to the amount of your own money, this $10,560,000, you have 
$2,000,000 more of borrowed money.—A. Yes. 

Q@. The whole of it invested in the business. But I am not taking the borrowed 
money into account, because you still owe it. Well, I am going now to ask you about 
the question of rates, Mr. Sise. You say you have paid in the history of the company 
a fair dividend to your snareholders.—A. They don’t think so. 

Q. And you have accumulated $2,500,000 now. What do you say as to your rates? 
Does not that seem to indicate that you might reasonably reduce the rates that are - 
now in force?—A. I do not think that it does. 

Q. How are your rates fixed, Mr. Sise ’—A. Practically according to the size of 
the town, and in some cases according to the difficulty in constructing and operating. 

Q. We have here some statements, which, I think, are printed on pages 498 to 501. 
The rental rates applied at Ottawa are printed on page 499, and let me ask if Ottawa is a 
place at which you have an agreement with the city ?—A. I believe there is—there is, 
I am sure. 

: Q. Are these rates fixed by agreement with the city ?—A. They are fixed by agree- 
ment with the city. ’ 

Q. Are there many places in which the rate is fixed by agreement ?—A. There 
are several—not very many. 

Q. Among the whole number of seven hundred odd exchanges quite a small num- 
ber.—A. Quite a small percentage. 

~  Q. Then you ave in Ontario—is there a law authorizing the municipalities te 
make exclusive contracts with your company ?—A. The provincial legislature passed 
an Act authorizing cities, towns and incorporated villages to make exclusive contracts 
with telephone companies precisely the same as the railway contracts were made by 
the company. 

Q. Do you remember when that statute was passed?—A. Ten years ago, I shouid 
think, 

Mr. AvLESworTH.—It is in the Consolidated Municipal Act. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Originally passed about 1893. It has not been taken advantage of in many 
places.—A. I should say tinere may be twenty. 

Q. Are there any similar laws in Quebec or Manitoba ?—A. No. The province 
of New Brunswick in chartering the New Brunswick Telephone Company gave that 
company certain exclusive rights following up the precedent of the government in the 
Tntercolonial Railway and the exclusive rights of the Montreal Telegraph Company. 

Q. That, I think .A. Tnat was the first exclusive railway contract, it was made 
by the government. 

Q. Between the New Brunswick Telephone Company and the Intercolonial ?—A. 
Between the Intercolonial and the Montreal Telegraph Company. 2 
Q. Oh, yes, the Montreal Telegraph and the Intercolonial. 


By Mr. Johnston: 
-Q. When was that ?—A. A great many years ago. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. That provided for the carrying of the lines of the telegraph company over the 
railway.—A. Yes. The same contract was made, and I think still exists, between the 
Grand Trunk and the Montreal Telegraph Company. 

Q. That is apart from the question I am asking you just now. Your agreements 
with the municipalities are practically all in the province of Ontario 2—A. Practically. 
We ‘nad some in Quebec but in Ontario they passed an Act authorizing the munici- 


palities to make these contracts for five years. 
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Q. Take this particular tariff that I am looking at, page 499. That is the result 
of an agreement with the municipal council of the city of Ottawa, the rates they es- 
tablished ’—A. Yes, these are the rates agreed upon by the council. 

_ Q. Look at some other places where the rates are fixed by agreement. Montreal— 
have you an agreement with Montreal ?—A. No. 

Q. And these rates at page 500, your rates at Montreal, are for the initial Blake 
wall, $50; initial Blake desk, $53; initial long-distance wall, $55; initial long-distance 
desk, $58.50. These are business telephones. The residence telephones are shown 
below. These are: for initial Blake wall, $30; initial Blake desk, $33.50; initial long- 
distance wall, $35 and initial long-distance desk, $38.50. What do you mean by ths 
‘Blake wall’ ?—A. The original type of instrument that fastened on the wall instead 
of on the desk. : ; 

Q. The wall instrument and the desk instrument 
the wall and the other is portable. 

Q. The long-distance instrument is the more modern instrument ?—A. The more 
modern. 1 

Q. And they both operate by central energy ?—A. No. When these rates were 
made there was no central energy system there. 

Q. This is the old tariff ?—A. Yes, never been changed. 

Q. Then are Blake wall telephones in use in Montreal ?—A. A great many. 

Q. A great many still in use. They are capable of being operated by central 
energy ?—A. As a rule we don’t operate the Blake by the central energy. 

Q. There is a battery for each instrument?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then, your other charges are shown below, extensions and for the second user in 
the same premises. The wire mileage allowed business or residences is the city limits ? 
—A. No extra charge. 

Q. No extra charge for wire mileage in the city limits ?—A. Yes. 

Q. ‘ Extra mileage charge per half mile for exchange lines, and extension private 
line, $10 and $20 per mile.’ Then, there is a lower charge apparently for doctors, den- 
tists, veterinary surgeons and nurses, and special rates by private line rates—what is 
that ¢@—A. A man has a line from his office to his factory without going through our 
exchange. 

Q. Without making use of the exchange at all 2—A. Yes. 

Q. For that, your charge in Montreal is for a long-distance wall, $15; long-dis- 
tance desk, $18. Does tnat include the use of the wires between or does he have to 
put up the wires?’—A. That includes the wires. 

Q. The wire mileage is charged for extra at the rates shown below, is it 2—A. Yes, 

Q. ‘ Aerial metallic per half mile minimum, $10.2 So that a man could have an 
instrument in his house and another in his office ‘for $40 by using the long-distance 
wall at each end.—A. No, $35. 

Q. I am speaking of two instruments at $15 and with half a mile of wire mileage, 
$10, that makes $40.—A. Yes, $40. 

Q. Then the charge at Walkerton, which is a small exchange, the tariff there is 
shown at page 498, and the charges appear to be considerably less than at Montreal. 
Taking the initial long-distance wall transmitter per annum, business or residence, 
that is $20 as against the business charge at Montreal for the same telephone of $55. 
What is the reason why at a place like Walkerton the charge is considerably less than 
Montreal ‘—A. One reason is that it is worth a great deal less. Another reason is that 
the switch-board at Walkerton probably cost, I cannot say definitely, $3 per subscriber. 
The switch-board in Montreal cost $28 to $30 per subscriber. There is the initial 
cost. At Walkerton, probably, I do not know, they have a grounded line costing very 
little. At Montreal it is a metallic copper line underground. And at Walkerton a 
man, if there are 50 subscribers—I do not know how many there are—eacn subscriber 
can speak to 49 others, while in Montreal each subscriber can speak to 14,999 others. 
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Q. There are 15,000 installed in Montreal. 2—A. Yes, and the difficulties of 
operating grows and the expense increases as the number of subscribers increases. 

Q. How have these charges been arrived at? Has there been a change since your 
company first commenced to do business ?—A. Not much, very little. In many cases 
tending to reduction. 

Q. After you got rid of the payment of $4 royalty per instrument, in 1882, was 
there any reduction made at that time ?—A. No. 

Q. When has there been any reduction made ?—A. From time to time, partly 
because of contracts made with towns for exclusive rights, and as occasion might arise, 
when we considered that the service could be rendered at a lower price with justice to 
the subscriber and the company both, the reduction has been made. But as a rule the 
prices have been stationary. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. They have been increased in some places ?—A. I can hardly say—the prices 
have not been increased for the same service to the same parties. 

Q. In the town of Hanover the price has increased from $15 to $20. Possibly some 
change was made in the wire?—A. No, the instruments 

Q. The same instruments were left—A. Perhaps it was a metallic circuit. As a 
rule I think I am safe in saying wherever there has been an increase in the charge it 
has been for a change of telephones or a change of the wire. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. What is the difference between metallic circuit and one which is not metallic ?— 
A. In a grounded system the current goes down through the instrument and back 
through the ground to the other instrument. The current is carried back and the 
circuit completed by the ground. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. The ground acts in the place of metallic A. Yes. On the other, the metallic 
circuit, the wire goes from one instrument to the other, and then back to the original 
instrument. The current does not go through the ground at all, and therefore, avoids 
all the earth currents. . 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. That is, a ground circuit involves the use of one wire only and the earth is used 
for the return circuit?—A. Yes. 

Q. That was the practice, I suppose?—A. Grounded wire was the practice. 

Q. For many years after you started?—A. Nothing but grounded wire. 

Q. Up to what time—at what date did you begin to put in metallic circuits?—A. 
I should say ten or twelve years ago 

Q. So recently as that?—A. I do not remember, really. 

Q. The metallic circuit involves carrying a wire from the initial instrument to the 
other and back?—A. Yes. 

Q. So that you have to prepare your poles for a double wire for each line of service? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. And the word ‘ metallic’ is applicable, I understand from evidence, to iron or 
copper, it does not matter whick?—A. Iron or copper. 

Q. Metallic is used for the circuit or ground?—A. It is used for the circuit. 

Q. Using the adjective metallic applies to both wires?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you in practice, would you convert many old single wire lines to metallic 
lines?—A. There is not a grounded line in Ottawa, Montreal, Toronto or Quebec. 
Practically as rapidly as physical and financial obstacles will allow us we are changing 
the whole of it. 

Q. Well, are there many single wire lines still in use in the smaller places and in 
the country ?—A. A great many in use, particularly in towns where there are no electric 
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railways and electric light, and also where there are no power wires, where the grounded 
circuit answers very well. . 

Q. What is the reason that it does not answer where you have power wires, electric 
light, or electric railways?—A. Because of the enormous electrical discharge into the 
ground of these power lines, which the return ground wire picks up. 

Q. Does that interfere with the efficiency of the transmission ?—A. It destroys the 
efficiency, if a car is passing by for instance. 

Mr. Miuter.—I would like to know if it is not the common practice to increase the 
rates when a metallic circuit is substituted ? 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Mr. Miller asks whether it is the common practice to increase the tariff in a 
town where you substitute the metallic system for a single line?—A. Not the common 
practice, but I think it has been done. We would always give the subscriber the choice 
of retaining what we gave him and agreed to give him in the first place, or take the 
other. We never forced them to take it. 

Q. You are going to give us some further information with regard to the tariff 
in use in the local exchanges?—A. I will give you whatever information you require. 

Q. There were a number of towns mentioned by Mr. Black to-day. I do not know 
whether the committee will desire to have the tariff in each exchange. That seems to 
be a very large task. I would like the committee to say how far they would like Mr. 
Sise to go in furnishing that information. 

The CuaimMan.—What is the opinion of the committee on that subject? 

Mr. CurysLer.—We have only been furnished with two or three places so far. We 
have asked that they furnish the tariff at every exchange, but I am inclined to think 
that that is perhaps more than is necessary, and that a reasonable number could be 
selected. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Do they differ widely ?—A. Not very. These are fair samples which we have 
produced. 

The CuammMan.—What points are produced ? 

Mr. CurysLer.—Similar to these I suppose the tariff for exchange service—— 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What places are covered by the evidence so far given? Mr. Sise says they fairly 
represent the average?—A. I have not seen that. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. We have only three, Ottawa, Montreal and Walkerton; nothing of any average 
sized town of 5,000 to 10,000. Ottawa is here, but it is not a fair test because they have 
an agreement?’—A. We will furnish the committee with the rates of any place that 
they will designate. 

The CHatrMAN.—Then we will just make a list of places that will represent the 
average rates in the various municipalities large and small. 


Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—Should we not have a statement as to the agreements made with 


the municipalities ? 

Mr. Curyster.—That is the point that has only arisen this moment—with such 
municipalities as Ottawa. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—Yes, any municipality. The question of free telephones comes 
in here again. No doubt many of these 4,000 telephones are given as part payment in 
municipalities. 

Witness.—Yes, these are excluded from those earning rental. 

Q. Yes?—A. That is correct. 
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By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. It is part of the service?—A. It is part of the consideration given by the com- 
pany. 

Q. Can you give us the agreement where made, or most of them? I think you 
said there were only about 20 of them? You can furnish them?—A, It would not take 
long by itself, but in addition to the other work we have undertaken 

Q. They will differ considerably, will they not? If they are all alike we would 
only want one——A. The conditions are very much alike. The changes that might be 
made in one town—I would say we might furnish a town with ten free telephones. In 
another town we operate the fire alarm and in the third we might carry the fire alarm 
or the police alarm wire on our poles. And in another case we might give 5 per cent 
of our gross revenue. 

Q. I would suggest that for the present that you let us have the agreement with 
the city of Ottawa. 

Mr. ZimMreRMAN.—I do not think that would cover the bill. I think it is a matter 
that would interest the public very much, and I think the public should be made ac- 
quainted with the facts. I know there is a very great difference between the agreement 
between the Bell Company and Hamilton and a very much more favourable agreement 
between the Bell Company and the city of London. I do not think that should be. T 
think all municipalities should be treated on an equal footing. 

Mr. CuryYsLer.—Under the same conditions? 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—I am speaking from a standpoint of the municipalities. The 
company no doubt made the best arrangement they could. 

WITNESS.—You mean the best for us? 

Q. Yes—A. Yes, that is right. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. There are some arrangements of a special character. For example, Mr. Dyke, 
the representative of Fort William, charged that there were a number of free telephones 
in Fort William. It would be interesting to have information on that point. We were 
told by Mr. Dyke that there were some very specially favourable advantages granted in 
Fort William. There is another point, Peterboro. I believe there are somewhat favour- 
able arrangements made for the public there?—A. I am not sure. I do not think we 
have a contract there. | : 

Q. You are treating the people very well ?—A. That is not exceptional. 

The CuatrMAaN.—I hope not. 


By Mr Chrysler: 
Q. We are speaking of agreements with municipal corporations, not the tariff 
offered to the public?—A. No. 
_ Mr. Curyster.—Mr. Sise says there are probably not more than 20. 
The Cuairman.—The committee will probably make up a list that will meet their 
wishes and without causing any unnecessary trouble to the company. 


By Mr. Miller: : 
Q. You cannot make up a list unless you know the places where you have agree- 
ments?—A. We have no objections to filling them. If you like we will have them all 
copied. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. We cannot make our selection unless we know the names of the places where 
you have agreements?—A. We will give you a list of the places from which you can 
select. 

By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. I suppose in a good many cases the terms are offered by the municipalities 


themselves to the company ?—A. Yes, in many places. 
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That would account for the difference in the terms that you have with the dif- 
ferent municipalities ?—A. We don’t have much difficulty in restraining the generosity 
of the municipalities. 

- The CruamMAn.—Would you make a note and give us a list of the municipalities 
in which you have made contracts ? 

Mr. Mititer.—Possibly Mr. Sise might submit the original agreements and have 
one or two members of the committee inspect them. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—I do not think it is necessary. 

The CHairMAN.—Leave it that way and have the list of the places and we will 
make a selection. T’nere are only twenty of them. 

Mr. MoFariane.—Mr. Sise makes that statement from memory. 

The CHamman.—lIf there are only that many he could make copies of them all. 
Give us fifteen or twenty agreements anyway and a list of all the places, so that if 
there are many more we can make our selection. 

Mr. Mitter.—They can submit the originals and we can look at them. 

Witness.—We can telephone to Montreal this evening and get the list by telephone 
and submit that list to you. 

The CuatrrMAN.—To-morrow morning, and we will take it up again. You have 
been discussing the question of rates in some cases under special agreement. Have 
you discussed the question of rates not as the result of agreement. . 

Mr. Curyster.—Oh, well. 

The CHatrmMAN.—I would like to know the prevailing rates where there are no 
special agreements. 

Mr. CurysLer.—We will furnish a form on which the names of a number of places 
will be given and request Mr. Sise to furnish the tariffs, such as we have here from 
Walkerton and these places where there are no agreements. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Give us the regular tariff say for places of—— 
Mr. Curyster.—F ive hundred telephones. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Commence with the smallest incorporated villages 2—A. There is such a 
variation. 

Q. Then, I think, with such a variation we ought to have a sample of all the dif- 
ferent rates charged. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Is there such a thing as a sample, ‘nave you fixed a tariff that you apply to all? 
—A. It applies to all. 

Q. Applies to 100 or 150 telephones ?—A. Practically, yes. 

Q. That is the way it is done ?—A. Yes, but the trouble comes here. We fix a 
tariff for a place with 100 instruments, and every one agrees to it, and we fix another 
tariff for another place with 200 telephones, but that 100 telephones increases to 200, 
and of course it devolves upon us to increase the rates. So you see where a compli- 
cation arises. We try to please that 100 subscribers, and the rate we will assume to 
be $25 a year, but at the same time we start in at another with 200 subscribers and it 
will be a rate of $80. If Sorel reaches 200 they do not allow us to charge a rate of 
$30, so you see the inconsistency in rates. 

The CHamman.—That explanation will be useful, but the committee desires to 
know the actual going rates which are charged in the different classes of municipali- 
ties. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—How would it do to take a county and take a couple of extreme 
cases in each county ? 
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The Cuamman.—I think perhaps each member could prepare a list of places and 
we could make a list from that. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—I think if we had a couple of extreme cases in each county we 
could get at the reason why there is such a variation. 

The Cuairman.—I will ask Mr. Dagger to prepare a list for the committee includ- 
ing any points at which we have reasonable ground for thinking that abnormal rates 
are being charged. For instance, Fort William, Peterborouga—I am not sure about 
that, whether the rates there are lower than current rates, or whether effective com- 
petition has reduced them there. 

Mr. Curysier —Perhaps it will be convenient if amongst those places the com- 
mittee will name the places from which we have figures from the company, that is to 
say a list of places such as Toronto, London, etc., of which we have already figures of 
the receipts and expenditures of the Bell Telephone Company so that we can know 
what rates are charged in those places. Not excluding in that list, but including 
those places for which we have figures of the actual receipts and actual outlay, 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. If the tariffs of those various places are submitted, of the places that we men: 
tioned the other day, would not that be representative of all, such places as Toronte, 
Winnipeg, London and Windsor. 

Mr. Curyster.—That is the point I would suggest that the committee should 
have those figures before them. 

The Cuarman.—Mr. Sise filed the other day a statement showing the rates 
charged at some places which they selected, and furnished, and I made a larger list 
myself and had it sent to them and they are gathering that information I think now. 
Well to-morrow morning perhaps we can take up the list which Mr. Dagger will pre- 
pare. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. We will pass from that just now until we get the additional figures, and take 
up these long-distance schedules, exhibits 117 and 118. Exhibit 117 shows a schedule 
of rates of the toll offices in Canada from Toronto to all points with which Toronto 
can be connected. I think you said that was a printed tariff published in your long- 
distance exchange book. Is it ?—A. I think it is. 

Q. The printed part of it is what is furnished to the public every day in your 
books, and you have added the railway mileage ?—A. We were asked to do that. 

Q. The railway mileage has been added in ink @ Well, the first thing that one 
notices is that you have two rates, a day rate and a night rate 2? Why is it 2—A. Be- 
cause there is less demand for business perhaps at night than in the daytime. 

Q. The general proportion appears to be in a great many cases, 50 per cent less, 
that is the-night rate is only one half the day rate ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That appears to be true for all amounts over 50 cents, for 50 cents and upwards. 
Here is one place I see, Toronto to Aurora, the charge is 25 cents at daytime and the 
night rate is 25 cents.—A. We have no rates less than 25 cents 

Q. What is the reason of that 2—A. On these lines. 

Q. Yes, Toronto to Bartonville, 25 cents day rate or night rate-—A. You see the 
reason, that is, no rate less than that. 

Q. Twenty-five cents is the charge ?—A. For that distance on that line. We have 
a great many places where the rates are 10 and 15 cents in the daytime. 

Q. I could find some of those cases in this list could I 2—A. Certainly. 

Q. Or are these points very close A. I have never seen that list myself. 

Q. What is the closest point to Toronto. There are some near Montreal where less 
than 25 cents is charged. Will 25 cents be taken as the minimum charge for most of 
the distances here? Oh, here is one, Agincourt, 14 miles from Toronto, that is 15 
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cents. What distance is it you fix the minimum of 25 cents for?—A. I could not say 
without seeing the list—I do not know. 

Q. What is the essential principle upon which this list is made up ?—A. The 
reason for the charges is that the office must be kept open, the telephone with the appar- 
atus, and a night operator there, and unless we get 25 cents for that distance it would 
be cheaper for us to close the office. 

Q. Aurora is marked here at 25 miles, that is day and night rates 25 cents. That 
is the first item to which I called your attention. After you get up to higher mileages, 
50 miles and upwards, is there any fixed principle ?—A. Fifty per cent of the day 
rates for night messages. 

Q. Yes ?—A. A half a cent a mile, I think it is. 

Q. Is that consistently applied in this statement ¢—A. It seems to be, I find here 
87 miles is 40 cents; 288 miles is $1.50. I wish to explain that the railway mileages 
are very much less than the actual mileages, necessarily so because we do not go on the 
railway track. 

Q. Which do you apply in making the tariff ¢—A. The railway mileage here. 

Q. But in making your tariff ?—A. We take our own mileage. 

Q. Over your own line ? And that may be in most cases longer than the railway 
mileage you say ?—A. Longer. The basis is 4 cent per mile. 


By the Charrman : 
Q. That is one-half cent per mile is the prevailing rate throughout Canada ?— 
A. Practically. 
Q. That is over your own line ?—A. Well, practically it works out on the railway 
mileage, I see. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. I telephoned to Hamilton the other day and it cost me $2, and the distance 
from here to Toronto is 220 miles, which should make that rate $1.25 and to Hamilton 
90 cents more on a mileage of 40 miles, and yet they charged me $2.—A. How long 
were you speaking ? 

Q. I spoke less than 2 minutes.—A. That may be the actual speaking time, still 
from the: time you called until you got the line of the party you were speaking to, 
might be much longer. How long were the lines in use Q 

Q. I do not know.—A. It makes a world of difference in the value of the line. If 
I call up anybody at Hamilton from here and get his office, and he does not see fit to 
come to his telephone for ten minutes, there is no reason why our line should be at his 
service for that time without charge. 

Q. I do not know about that, but as I was going into the breakfast table, I called 
up Hamilton, and I had it almost immediately while I was at the telephone, it was a 
trifle less than 2 minutes. The line might have been in use a little longer. 

Mr. AvLEswortH.—I think the explanation of that is that the telephone mileage 
is considerably longer than the railway mileage . I was telephoning to Toronto last 
night, and the charge was $1.75 and I think the distance is only 250 miles by railway. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. Mr. Sise says the railway mileage has governed ?—A. I beg pardon, I said that 
looking at this list I found that the long-distance rate is about a half a cent a mile on 
the railway mileage. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. Never mind about that at this time, and we will return to that question I asked 
some time ago. Do you determine the charge by reference to the mileage of your own 
line or by reference to the railway mileage?—A. We take our own mileage to form the 
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basis of the charge and as nearly as possible, we approximate that to the railway mileage. 
But the conditions vary very much. We may, for instance, as has been asked here why 
we do not, charge on the air line mileage. I do not know how many miles it is across 
from Toronto to Buffalo by the air line, but we go a good many miles around the head 
of the lake to get to Buffalo, and you could not have any tariff upon any such basis as 
the air line in that case. 

Q. And applied to the mileage, as you do it, whatever the number of miles may be. 
about one-half cent per mile is about the rate that you charge?—A. About one-half cent 
per mile. We make it as nearly uniform as possible. 

Q. And in these two statements we shall find that these charges work out at about 
that rate?—A. Yes. 

Q. I have been shown a number of places where the charges are less than 25 cents. 
T see one, exhibit 116, to Beaconsfield from Montreal, which is marked 15 miles and 
the charge is 15 cents day rate and night rate. Dorval, 10 miles, is 15 cents day and 
night rate, so that there are places where the charges are less than 25 cents?—A. What 
is it to Ste. Anne’s? 

Q. Ste. Anne’s—Lachine is 15 cents day and night rate?—A. I find Cooksville is 
15 cents. 

Q. Ste. Anne’s de Bellevue, 21 miles, that is 25 cents day and night rate—A. Yes. 

Q. At all events that is the principle, and if you vary from that the tables will 
show it?—A. One-half cent a mile is the principle. 

Q. One-half cent a mile?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, how is that rate arrived at, how did you ascertain that one-half cent a 
mile was the proper long-distance rate?—A. Upon the earning capacity of the line, what 
we must get out of it to make it pay. You must remember that the capacity of ths 
best line is not five messages per hour. The best line you can construct with the busi- 
ness you can count on ten minutes on an average from the time the calling party asks 
for Toronto and the time that the party that has been called up rings off, he may have 
only got three minutes of conversation, but the line is tied up for that period. 

Q. Tied up until that connection is made?—A. Yes, and on the other hand 

Q. Do you mean ten messages per poets hour?—A. Five messages per working 
hour as we have them. 

The CHamMAN.—Have you called attention to the long-distance rates which are 
charged elsewhere, Mr. Chrysler. 

Mr. Curysiter.—lI am coming to that. 

The CHarrMan.—There is a schedule here that has been put in. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

Q. Five messages per working hour, would it not be more than that instead of less, 
Mr. Sise?—A. Hardly, it may be less. 

Q. Why do you say that if you can send 10 messages per hour?—A. No, I did not 
say that; it will take 10 minutes per message. 

Q. I am wrong; do you apply that to the whole 24 hours, that is what I mean?—A. 
No. 

Q. That is only during the busy hours during the day?—A. The business is not 
offering at other hours. But if you had five people come into the office at Ottawa who 
wished to speak to Toronto, before those five people can get through with their conver- 
sation and get out it will take an hour. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. You have more than one wire to Toronto?—A. Only one, I think. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
Q. That is one through wire. You explained the other day, there are other wires 


going part of the way?—A. One through wire. 
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Q. Now, we have had some statement put into the Committee and that statement 
has been published in the minutes of evidence of the Committee at page 16, if you have 
the report there?—A. I have it. 

- Q. The statement is made there that: ‘On schedule “F” to this exhibit will be 
found the long-distance fees charged in the principal countries of the world. From 
it will be seen that the charges in the United States and Canada are the highest of all, 
being double the British rates and four times as much as the German.’ Now, look to 
schedule “ F,” page 38, before reading the reasons which follow?—A. I have it. 

Q. Well, the United States and Canada are there coupled together and the state- 
ment made as to the charges is that, can we test that, for instance a distance of 200 
miles; do you know of any distance that we have here. That will be perhaps an air 
line distance, I do not know how that is. Here is a place, Brockville, 208 miles from 
Toronto and the charge is $1.25, and what does this schedule “F” say? $1.20, so that 
that is pretty nearly correct for that distance, and you have given us—take one half 
cent, if that is the basis, these rates vary a little from that. What do you say about 
these rates in other countries of the world—do you know anything about them ?—A. 
I am rather familiar with them, I am more familiar with the results of operation in 
Great Britain. There they went behindhand in the postal department, telephone and 
telegraph business last year, about £600,000. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. How much is that on the telephone, you will have to separate that in order to 
ascertain what the shrinkage is on the telephone?—A. It was the telephone that took 
most of the money. If you go into the office in Liverpool, Manchester or London or 
anywhere else in the postal service to-day and you wish to communicate say from 
Manchester to Liverpool. I am informed that you are charged the toll service to call up 
the long-distance office, you call up, say John Brown, at Liverpool and he is dead or | 
wants to die, and you are also charged one quarter of the regular rate because he is 
dead. Furthermore, it is said that before you can converse you have to put up a 
deposit, £1, to cover any possible expense. I do not know where we would land if we 
did business under those conditions. 

Q. This system that you are referring to now is the government service?—A. The 
Government service. 

Q. In England the government controls the long- distance line ?—A. Yes, and gives 
conspicuously the worst service in the world. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—I understood that in England there is no capital account. They 
have been constructing many lines of late years and the amount is charged up to rey- 
enue. There is no capital account, and that accounts for that apparent loss in the ser- 
vice in Great Britain. 

Mr. CurysieR.—That is the construction is charged to revenue. 

Mr. ZiMMERMAN.—Yes, all construction. There is no capital account at all for 
long-distance, of course there is another point in Great Britain, they charged for the 
actual mileage in every instance. From Toronto to Hamilton, for instance, the dis- 
tance is 40 miles, and they would charge for 40 miles, they would not charge for 50 
miles?—A. No, but in England the Government has the right to go upon the right of 
way of the railway and consequently they have the railway mileage; we have no such 
right. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. I do not know anything about that. I know they charge the actual amount. 
What do you say to the statement that the loss is accounted for, so far as ‘the telephone 
is concerned, by the fact that all construction is charged to revenue ?—A. I think he is 
in error, I am not sure. 
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Q. Do you not think that will all appear in the official report and probably Mr, 
Sise is not well enough informed to answer that question now. 

Mr. CurysLer.—I am quite prepared to have him say he does not know, but he says 
he does know ?—A. No, I do not say that. 

Q. I asked Mr. Sise if he had common knowledge of the charges in Great Britain, 
and he said he was familiar with it ?—A. Not as to capital being charged to revenue. 
I was speaking about the operation of the line. 

Q. We want information that you know of ?—A. In this I do not know from my 
own observation. Some years ago when I went to England I undertook to examine 
the conditions on the government line. 

Q. You have told us about what you did know respecting the conditions?—A. 
That is the point, I am informed. as to the conditions, not of my own knowledge, but 
it ig common talk there, everybody says so. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge whether you are charged if the person you 
desire to speak to cannot be found?—A. I am informed that one fourth of the long- 
distance rates are charged whether he gets the party or not. 

Q. And the other point you mentioned was the making of a deposit, was it not?— 
A. They have to make a deposit up to 20s. to cover the rates. 

Q. Do you know anything about the other countries that are mentioned in the 
schedule, the charges made for long-distance service?—A. I do not know about the 
_ charge; I know what the service is. 

Q. Do you know how the service in Great Britain is as compared with that of your 
company ?—A. I can only say that the system, the service in England is universally 
conceded to be the worst in the world. 

Q. Do they operate their own exchanges /—A. Some of them; they had one in 
Newcastle. , 

Q. As well as the long-distance lines?—A. All the long-distance lines. 

Q. Look at page 16 again. So what you have to say about the statements there, 
stating that the charges in the United States and Canada are about double the British 
rates and four times as much as the German, and it is said there that there is no satis- 
factory reason for this, as it is well known that the cost of the English trunk lines is 
very much greater than those upon this continent, and the reasons for that as given are 
that much heavier copper wire is used in England, the main lines weighing 800 pounds 
to the mile as against 200 pounds here. Is that correct, or do you know ?—A. My infor- 
mation is to the effect that, except upon some of the heavy government lines, particu- 
larly that going down to Dover, the heaviest that they use is 400 pounds to the mile. 
I may be in error, but that is my information. 

Q. What is the fact as to the copper line that you use here?—A. They weigh about 
3850 pounds to the mile. 

Q. 200 pounds is not high enough, the figure is not high enough as given on page 
16 in the statement made?—A. If you want a line 50 miles long, 200 pounds is quite 
heavy enough if it doesn’t connect with another line. 

Q. That is the rule that you apply—the distance?—A. According to the distance. 

Q. What is the heaviest line that you use, the heaviest wire?—A. About 350 pounds 
to the mile, I mean metallic circuit; about 200 pounds to the mile for single wire. 

Q. 200 pounds for single wire?—A. Single wire. 

Q. The 400 pounds to the mile is for the double wire?—A. Yes. 

Q. And what is the lightest ?—A‘ I should say 125 pounds. 

Q. For double wire?—A. Single; I do not really know what they do weigh. 

Q. Then there are the other things that are required, so you had perhaps better look 
at the statement, because the information here is that the poles have to be imported and 
creosoted, whereas in Canada the native cedar is used. Do you know anything about 
that?—-A. That is in England? 
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Q. Yes ?—<A. I know they import their poles and some of them are creosoted, but 
they do not cost them as much creosoted as some of our poles do in the North-west and 
Manitoba. 

Pd, You agree that they cost more than in the provinces of Ontario and Quebee? 2— 
A. Yes. There is the transportation. 

Q. What costs in the North-west is the transportation?—A. For the poles, and it 
is heavy. 

Q. And that is a heavy cost 2—A. It is a heavy cost. 

(. Where do you take the poles from that are used in Manitoba and the North-west 
Territories?—A. The poles for Manitoba and the North-west Territories we get from 
British Columbia and also from northern Ontario. 

Q. You get them from both ways?—A. Yes. 

Q. Some from the east and some from the west. Do you get any poles from 
between Winnipeg and Calgary?—A. No. 

Q. The third point that is made here on page 16 is that porcelain insulators and 
-iron bolts are used in England, whereas glass insulators and wooden pins are used 
here ?—A. We prefer them, that is the only reason. 

Q. You prefer glass insulators and wooden pins? Would there be much difference 
in the cost?—A. I think there would, but that is not the cause that influenced us. They 
give no better service. 

@. And the last statement is that the present rates in Canada could be cut in two 
and still leave a satisfactory profit on the working; what do you say about that?—A. 
That the man that made that statement did not know what he was talking about. Our 
figures that we have submitted to the committee here show that. 

Q. How ?—A. Why, take our gross revenue, cut it in two by reducing rates, and 
there will not be any revenue at all, because expenses will not be reduced. 

Q. Is that if you apply the same principle to the long-distance ?—A. I do not know 
that the reference ig to long-distance wholly. 

Q. I think that the reference is to the long-distance wholly?—A. I think I can 
show that very quickly. Our long-distance revenue last year’was $761,991.15, or in round 
figures, $762,000. Our operating expenses are roughly 75 per cent. Let us calculate 
them at 70 per cent and that will be 30 per cent net on that, that would give a revenue 
of $228,600. If you are going to cut that in two you have a net revenue of $114,300 
on a capitalization of over $2,000,000. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. When Mr. Sise speaks of operating expenses being 30 per cent roughly, is that 
reached from taking the operating expenses of the whole system, long and short lines, 
or is there an account taken as to the relative cost of the long-distance and the short 
lines respectively ?—\. It is taken on the percentage of all the operating expenses. 

@. Can you separate them, have you any account, or is there—what I understand 
is that there is no accvunt in the Bell Telephone Company books showing the business 
of the long-distance lines, if that is the case it is difficult to see what you will charge 
against the long-distance for operating expenses?—A. The operating of the long-dis- 
tance lines is not kept distinct from the entire operating expenses. 

Q. That bette the case, how do you know what are the net earnings of the long- 
distance lines?—A. We take the gross revenue and the gross operating expenses. 

Q. Of the whole system?—A. Of the whole system, and it is something like 72 
per cent, I have calculated it at 70 per cent. 

Q. Well, Mr. Sise, if I might be allowed to hand to Mr. Chrysler, I will do so, a 
statement showing what is the charge in the continental countries. I do not know 
whether they are operated for amusement or not, but if this is an accurate statement 
of charges on the continent—and these countries are throwing away money rapidly, 
our public are charged a great deal more than the public of Europe, the leading coun- 
tries of Europe. 
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Mr. CurysLter.—These are the charges 

Mr. Cascrain.—What is that you have? | 

Mr. CHRYSLER.—An extract from the ‘ Electrical Engineer’ of February 8rd, 1905. 
The CHAIRMAN.—Might I just save time by asking a question while Mr. Chrysler 
is looking at that. I asked you a moment ago if you have more than one wire for 
carrying on the long-distance business, and I understood you to say you had not?— 
iA. I understood you to say between here and Toronto? 


Q. Yes?—A. This map will tell, apparently on that map there is a metallic circuit 
and one ground wire. . 

Q. And having only that one wire, your customers must wait their turn for the 
use of that one wire?—A. Yes. 

Q. Does not this often cause long waits and by that means discourage the public 
from using the long-distance line2—A. I do not‘ think it does. 

Q. You are not one of the patrons?—A. There might be too much business for 
one wire and not enough for two. 

Q. What would be the cost of adding another wire? Having the poles and appli- 
ances and all set up as they are to-day?—A. Assuming that these poles are large 
enough to carry another wire. 

Q. Yes, I do not think that can be questioned ?—A. I was figuring at it, but I have 
it handed me here. At present price of.copper wire to add an additional wire accord- 
ing to this statement would cost $86 per mile. 

Q. What is the total cost per mile of that long-distance line?—A. About $250. 

Q. $250 it cost you for one wire?—A. “One circuit. 

Q. $250 per mile it has cost you for one metallic cireuit?—A. Yes. 

Q. And for $86 more you could double the working capacity of that line?—A. 
Double the capacity but not the business. 

Q. You could double the capacity?—A. But not the business. 

Q. That is a question?—A. We might be busy for one hour.and idle for 23 hours. » 

Q. Quite true, but perhaps your facilities for doing business are not sufficient to 
attract all the business that might offer under different conditions?—A. We have to 
do the best we can with our own information and our own judgment, and also that we 
have not the financial nbility to construct. We have not the money. 

Q. The people have to telegraph rather than wait perhaps to get your long-dis- 
tance ?—A. Over the telegraph wire you can send four messages each way, it—the 
line—costs $100 per mile, and each message will not take three-quarters of a minute to 
send. Therefore, the earning capacity of the telegraph lines costing $100 per mile is 
ten times the capacity of our line. 

Q. I am speaking of the ordinary business principle that increased facilities for 
doing business encourages business ?—A. That may be. 

Q. And for $86 more you would be able to double the working capacity of your 
long-distance line?—A. That would not be warranted unless we expected to get an 
inerease of work. 

Q. Unless you had an increase of work you say it would not be warranted ?—A. 
Would not be warranted. 

Q. Your rates are ‘very high, and they may keep off the traflic, and your rates may 
discourage the traffic?--A. Of course I do not agree with you. 

Q. I will not ask you to agree with me?—A. You do not expect me to do so, lo 
you ? 

Q. No, but the high rates and the delay to the public must have a material bear- 
ing on the volume of the business offered you. That is a reasonable assumption, any 
business man will agree to that. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Looking at this table of rates, do you know anything about the rates charged 
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from London to any of the larger towns, to Liverpool, for instance?—A. I do not know 
what they are to-day, I did know. 
Q. Do you know what they are to Glasgow or to Edinburgh?—A. I do not know. 
Q. You could not say? 


The CHAIRMAN.—Between some of the continental countries, between London and 
Paris, for instance, we have all those rates here. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Do you know what the rates are—they are given separately from London to 
Paris, and from Paris to a number of points in France?—A. No. 

Q. You do not know anything about these?—A. No. 

Q. Do you know anything about these continental rates, say in Sweden?—A. I 
can only say about those rates that if a Canadian will accept the wages paid in Stock- 
holm we could reduce our rates. 

Q. Why ?—A. They pay about one-half in wages of what we pay, and the 
material is also cheaper. 

Q. Do you apply that to all classes of labour employed?—A. In the telephone 
business. 

Q. All classes of labour employed by the telephone company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Including the officials as well as the operators!—A. Yes, the best paid of them 
do not get more than one-half of what they get with us. 


By Mr, Bergeron: 


Q. Do you know anything about the difference between the cost of sending a mes- 
sage by ’phone from New York to Montreal and the charge of sending it from Mont- 
real to New York. What difference is there between sending a telephone from Mont- — 
real to New York and sending one from New York to Montreal?—A. There is no dif- 
ference. . 

Q. I understood there was. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. A member of the Committee wants to know whether you pay more if you tele- 
phone from New York to Montreal than if you telephone from Montreal to New York? 
—A. It is the same rate. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Is it the same rate; are there not two or three companies interested?—A. We 
act with two other companies, but it is the same rate; all that the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany gets is the Canadian end of it, but we connect with the other lines giving con- 
aection with New York. 

Q. Are you sure of that?—A. Yes. 

@. Because a man said here the other day that it costs more to telephone from 
Wew York to Montreal than from Montreal to New York?—A. No it does not. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. And the through rate is the sum of the three local rates?—A. No, I think it is 
less than that. 

Q. It is less than the total of the different local rates 2—A. Yes. I would like to 
state this morning that what I am stating about the rates abroad is information that 
I received when I went over that system some years ago. I am not prepared to state 
what they are to-day, but some years ago I went over them thoroughly and got some 

_ information. 
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The CuairMan.—Would you like to go over this article of Mr. Bennett, who is an 
electrical engineer; it is just possible that if you went over these figures it would not 
hurt you and it might please the public. 


Further examination postponed. 


Committee adjourned. 


TuHurspAY, May 18, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Rev. Father 8. Joticaur, of Ste. Catherine, Portneuf county, Quebec, sworn. 


By Mr. Demers (St. Johns) : 

Q. You are the parish priest of Ste. Catherine?—A. I am. 

Q. In Portneuf county ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Will you explain to the committee how you became interested in telephones ? 
—A. Well, at the beginning of the waole scheme we needed a telephone to go from the 
presbytery up to the station on the Quebec and Lake St. John Railway, about two 
miles, and I interested the merchants. On the Lake St. John Railway sometimes the 
trains are very late and there is no need to go to the station so much ahead of time. 
So we began building that small line with the help of the persons interested. Some of 
the merchants gave help in the shape of hauling the poles and also erecting thém. 
They sent their serving men. It was not a long work, it only took about four or five 
days to build that line. I just furnished the wire, No. 15. It took about 100 pounds of 
No. 15 wire to cover a mile. For the same price with No. 12 wire we could get pretty 
nearly a mile and a half constructed. We have no doctor residing in the parish. The 
one who attends us is nine miles from the church and the farmers asked me why w3 
would not build a line going to Pont Rouge. I said I am ready to give you the help of 
my little experience if you want to help me. So we decided during one winter, tw2 
years ago, to completely build that line. 

Q. What is the length of your line now ?—A. The length of what we call the 
main line is about 17 miles. 

Q. The main line ?—A. The main line, that is from one end of the parish to Pont 
Rouge church. ; 

Q. In Ste Catherine have you many stations ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many stations have you ?—A. Fourteen. That is fourteen telephone3. 
There are some that are only public offices and some others are subscribers. 

Q. How did you organize for the building of that telephone line ? Is it your pro- 
perty 2A. Yes. It is my property in this sense after two years. If you will allow 
me I will just keep on with my narration and it would be clearer probably. The farmers 
hauled during the winter all the poles necessary for that line and in the summer we 
had a bee, what we call in French corvée. Some young meu would come and dig the 
holes and plant the poles and I had two or three who learned how to climb the poles and 
we just put on the wire. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. We eall it a bee in English ?—A. That is what we call it in our place also. 
Then we made connection with Pont Rouge, where the doctor resides, Dr. Savary. 
There was another doctor in St. Bazil who was a close friend of mine and later on he 
began to build a line from St. Bazil down to Pont Rouge thinking it would be in the 
interests of his patients. He was in a society with his father-in-law and they had to 


give up the society. He was the proprietor of that line and completed it and we con- 
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nected with St. Bazil and then from Ste. Catherine we could speak through Pont 
Rouge and St. Bazil, and later on I built another part, 7 miles long, on the east side of 
the parish connecting the east side, that is what we call the Ste. Gabrielle end of the 
parish. The farmers were distant from the church and from the doctor some 15 miles, 
but just now they can have the doctor. To all the farmers who contributed to build 
the line I gave a frank for two years over our system. It was understood that if at any 
time they would need the telephone, day or night, they could use it. Last year. in May, 
we connected with the Bell Telephone Company, in St. Bazil, to interchange business. 
That, in a few words, is the story of our small system. It is not very big, probably, 
but I think if it disappeared just now the farmers would regret it very much. 

Q. In your parish are you going to increase the number of the phones ?—A. Yes. 
Because there are two corners more of the parish I could not reach last year. You will 
understand that I have not got simply that to do and I am engineer of the whole thing. 

Q. What is the total length of your parish ?—A. The length of my parish ? 

Q. Yes—A. It is 11 miles square. 

Q. Would you state what it costs ?—A. Mr. President, it costs really nothing but 
the wires, the wire and the insulators. 

Q. And the instruments?—A. And the instruments, yes, but the instruments are 
ordinary ones. Of course, others besides those who have franks will use the line, and 
during the year probably a telephone will pay itself. The gross revenue for the line last 
year was $510, but some of this money belonged to the Bell Telephone Company. You 
see we had to pay something to the Bell on account of people from Quebec who tele- 
phoned up to the parish. We have some big mills in the parish, three big concerns, and 
they have a telephone also and they use it extensively. They are subscribers. We 
charge them $15, and they paid for the line, the trunk line to the switch-board. 


By Mr. Demers: 


Q. For the 17 miles, what do you charge for telephoning?—A. We charge inside 
the parish of St. Catherine five cents a message. 

Q. In your parish?—A. In our parish. 

Q. And outside?—A. Outside we charge ten cents to Pont Rouge and fifteen cents 
to St. Bazil and twenty cents to Cap Santé. That is five cents from one station to the 
other, meeting on the middle of the road. 

Q. Do you think you are making enough profit to keep up the telephone ?—A. 
Well, last year our system gave $150 of revenue. . 

Q. Outside of expenses?—A. No, the expenses amounted to $100. 

Q. Of expenses?—A. Yes. The keeping of the line, and some new telephones we 
had to buy, and some spare ones which we necessarily must keep, you see, on account 
of the lightning or burning of the telephone. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Who put on the wires on your poles?—A. Some young men that I teach how 
to climb the poles. : 

Q. You did not have to hire any skilled workmen ?—A. No. 

Q. In connection with any of the work?—A. No. 

Q. It was all done by the people of the parish?2—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. You have connection you say with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What arrangements have you with that company ?—A. Well, we interchange 
business with them. That is, if we have to telephone and use the Bell Telephone we 
collect the rate of the Bell Telephone, and at the end of the month we just make a 
balance with them; that is all. From Quebec they will telephone out to Ste. Catherine 
or St. Bazil, and the people who so telephone will be charged not only the Bell rate, 
but also our rate, and at the end of the month we meet together. 
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Q. And settle accounts?—A. The one who has to pay, pays. 

Q. Did you have any trouble in making arrangements with the Bell Telephone 
Company ?—A. I never had any trouble at all. 

Q. Everything has been satisfactory ?—A. Yes, the whole time. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. You haw connection with the railway ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Right from the beginning?—A. Yes. Well, we have connection this way: We 
have to go to a neighbouring house, because we cannot get into the station. 

Q. You cannot get into the station?—A. No. 
ns Q. Why?—A. On account of the telegraph company, the Great Western is over 

ere. 

Q. The Great Western Railway ?—A. No, the telegraph company. And they have 
a contract with railways not to admit any telephone or any other competitive com- 
pany to transmit messages, so the railway company cannot let us in without the per- 
mission of Mr. Pope. I think he is the general manager in Quebec. So they will not 
allow us to go into any station. 

Q. They won’t allow you to go into any station?—A. No. | 

Q. That is the telegraph company, it is not the Bell?—A. It is not the Bell, it is 
the telegraph company. 


By Mr. Casgrains 
Q. The Great North Western ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. The Great North Western Telegraph Company will not allow you to go into the 
station ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you switching privileges with the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Well, 
we have the privilege of speaking with our money, that is the privilege we get. 

Q. What I mean to say is, do you switch, for instance if you want to telephone 
to Quebec ?—A. Well, we switch, we go on the central switchboard at St. Bazil. There 
are two offices in St. Bazil, one belonging to our system and the other belonging to the 
Bell and there is one wire. That is the main line goes right through our office in St 
Bazil and connects at the switchboard in St. Bazil about, I suppose, 150 feet further 
up the road, and there we call direct on the Bell Telephone Company and work the 
connection to Quebec or Montreal, or Ottawa, wherever we like. 

@. You have very favourable connection ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. You speak direct ?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman : 


_ Q. Do you connect with the Bellechasse Company ?—A. No, the Bellechasse is 
lower in Quebec. 

Q. Well, does your line go into the same territory where those lines of Dr. De- 
mers’ are established 2? Take the Portneuf Company ?—A. Well, I understand that 
the Portneuf Telephone Company belongs, one or the other, to Dr. Demers. I do not 
know if it is true, but probably it is. 

Q. Well, do you connect with them ?—A. No, we do not connect with them. 

Q. Did you make no effort to do so ?—A. They made some proposition, an indirect 
proposition, to have some connection with us but I did not think it would be fair for 
us. I do not think they have the same way of working their telephones in Portneuf 
county. They charge, I think, $15 to a subscriber with a permission to telephone all 
over the county of Portneuf. They would connect with us as long as we would allow all 
their subscribers to telephone for nothing on our system, and we would be allowed to 


do the same on theirs. 
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Q. Well, whatever is the reason it is a reason that weighs with you? For your 
own reason you do not care to accept their proposition ?—A. No. 

Q. You are at liberty to connect if you like, I suppose —A. Well, we have liberty 
in this way. If we want to make connection with other companies than the Bell 
Telephone Company we must advise them that we want to do so. 

Q. Is there some special agreement between you and the Bell ?—A. There is a 
special agreement in their own contract, the usual contract. é 

Q. Have you got it here ?A. Yes, I produce a copy of the agreement. (Exhibit 
No. 145). 

Q. This is an agreement dated April 25, 1904, between the Bell Company of the 
first part, and the Rev. Simeon Jolicoeur of the second part. The Bell Company agrees. 

(1) To permit and to provide at its office in the village of St. Bazil the equipment 
necessary for an interchange of telephonic conversations and messages between the pro- 
prietors of the system as above set forth and the telephone system of the Bell Company 
under the general rules and regulations of the Bell Company, and the charges here- 
inafter provided for; to erect and maintain a single iron wire on its existing pole route 
from its office at St. Bazil there to connect with the premises of Dr. Marcotte at St. 
Bazil, and so on. The proprietors agree that they will maintain their telephone line, 
instruments and apparatus in good working order, &c. They will not take subscribers 
to their system in the village of St. Bazil nor in any other manner enter into com- 
petition with the Bell Company in the said village of St. Bazil, or at any other point 
connected with the Bell Company’s system. An exception to the above is made in the 
case of Father Gauthier, whose residence at St. Bazil may be connected with the system 
of the proprietors; that they will not extend their telephone system beyond the villages 
of St. Bazil and Ste. Catherine, and Ste. Catherine station, without the consent in 
writing of the Bell Company; that they will not during the term of this agreement 
connect their telephone system with the system of any company, person or persons 
other than the Bell Company; and that they will not accept messages or conversations 
from, or transfer messages or conversations to, the telephone lines of any other com- 
pany, person or persons without the written consent of the Bell Company; that they will 
not interfere with satisfactory service by placing an excessive number of instruments 
direct on their lines. Then there is an agreement about charges, the charges for each 
message. I do not know that that is material. The Bell Company shall have the first 
option of purchase of the plant and the apparatus owned by the proprietor. There is 
a lot of other clauses. Father Jolicoeur, this is a correct copy of the agreement, is it ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. That is now in existence?—-A. Yes. 

Q. Between you and the Bell Telephone Company?—A. That is good for three 
years. 

Q. Well, it has two years yet to run?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the clauses that I have read?—A. You can keep that copy, if you like. 

Q. And the clauses that I have read are, as far as I read them, a true copy of the 
clauses in the original agreement?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. Might I ask another question, Sir William, if you please? Father Jolicoeur, the 
agreement shows that you are not to connect with any other system without the per- 
mission jn writing of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever had occasion to apply to the Bell Telephone Company asking 
their permission to connect with any other company ?—A. I do not think we need it. 

Q. You do not need it?—A. We do not need it. You see we wanted the telephone 
especially to get connection with Quebee and Montreal, and besides that we wanted 
the local doctors. 

Q. So that if you did not connect with Dr. Demers’ telephone system it was not 
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because of that clause in your contract, but because it did not suit you or would not be 
any benefit to you?—A. We did not need it at all. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Do you say you were not allowed to connect with the Quebec and St. John Rail- 
way because of the Great North Western Telegraph Company?—A. Yes. If I under- 
stand well, when they put up the telegraph line for the Quebec and Lake St. John 
Railway they objected to any other company, telegraph or telephone, coming into com- 
petition with them. I do not think there is more than one telephone on the Quebec 
and Lake St. John Railway in one station, and that is at St. Raymond, and it belongs 
to the Bell Telephone Company, and I think they had to fight very long to get it. I 
know something about it, and they had to fight very long before they could get per- 
mission to go into the station. 

Q. And the answer given to you by the Quebec and Lake St. John Railway was 
A. Go to Mr. Pope. 

Q. Go to Mr. Pope ?—A. Yes, and Mr. Pope sends us to Toronto, and it is too 


far. 
Q. He is the local representative for the telegraph company?—A. Yes, I think 


he has been the manager for a long, long time. 


The witness was then discharged. 


My. SIsE recalled. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I want to make that a little clearer, perhaps, than I made it yesterday, Mr. Sise, 
if you will look at these figures and compare them with the statement in the annual 
report for 1904, and tell me whether that is a correct method of arriving or not, at 
the capital upon which the dividends are paid, at the actual money invested in the 
operating of your business—about $10,560,000, if you assent to that ¢—A. I think that 
is right., 

Q. Mr. Sise, you say that you are not paying dividends upon the whole amount 
which is invested in the business?—A. No, we are not. 

Q. You pay dividends upon the amount of stock which is shown in that statement ? 
—A. Upon stock sold. 

Q. Which is close upon $8,000,000, $7,900,000?—A. Yes. 

Q. In addition to that you have to pay interest upon the bonds?—A. We do. 

Q. Have you any statements showing what the net cost of this is, that is the 
average as your capital stands to-day, the average amount paid in interest upon the . 
bonds, and dividends upon the stock?—A. I think we have filed it, we have it. 

Q. What is the average interest paid?—A. You want it at par? 

Q. Yes?—A. I thought we had filed that. 

Q. I want to direct your attention to some matters about which evidence has been 
given at an earlier sitting of the committee. The first one is a question that is brought 
up by the evidence of Mr. Hoover, who was examined, and whose evidence is given at 
page 44. Mr. Hoover is the organizer of a telephone company which went into opera- 
tion principally in the county of York, and which is described as starting at Markham 
village in York county, and was then carried eastward to Locust Hill, from Locust 
Hill to Green River, from Green River to Whitevale and from Whitevale to Brougham. 
Have you read the evidence of Mr. Hoover, and are you familiar with it?—A. I have 
looked over the evidence, but it is a matter of which I have no personal knowledge. 

Q. Well, I will not examine you as to a question of fact between the Canadian 
Pacific Railway and that company, and your own company and that company, but as 
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to the principle. Why do you desire to enforce your agreement excluding such com- 
panies as that from placing a telephone in the station of the Canadian Pacific Railway ? 
—A. I knew nothing about the case, I knew nothing whatever until after the matters 
reached that stage of which I see Mr. Hoover complains. 

Q. Who can give us the information?—A. I think the General Superintendent, 
Mr. McFarlane, can. 

Q. Well, the general question of policy, I suppose, as to taking these agreements 
from the railway companies, is one that has been determined by yourself ?—A. Without 
reference to this particular case, yes. 

Q. Without reference to this particular case, that is what I meant ?—A. Yes, I 
suppose we gave large consideration, and the question still commands that. 

Q. That is what we want to know. What are your reasons for desiring to make 
contracts and enforcing them for putting your telephones exclusively in the stations of 
the railway companies’—A. We thought it was to the advantage of the company, to 
the advantage of the public and to the advantage of the railway. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I was just going to say I understood Mr. Sise to say that he does not know 
anything about this Hoover question?—A. Beyond the case 

Q. I was just going to remind him that I understood there was an inquiry before 
the magistrate, and that Mr. Sise had been informed of that, that in fact he had been 
summoned to appear?—A. I think I was, Sir William, and I cannot understand why 
I did not. 

Q. I could not understand why you knew nothing about it?—A. It was a case 
that I never appeared in, and know nothing about. 

* Q. I should think that the summons would suggest to you that you should inform 
yourself about it?—A. I cannot recall it now, I might if I had the correspondence with 
me. I know I was summoned to appear and I was relieved from appearing because I 
knew nothing about it. 

Mr. Curyster.—I think we must examine Mr. McFarlane about this case, it is 
within his knowledge, and Mr. Sise does not know anything about it. 

The CHAiRMAN.—Would you like Mr. Sise to stand aside until you call Mr. Me- 
Farlane ? 

Mr. Curyster.—Not now, I will call Mr. McFarlane later. 

Q. I would like to ask you, Mr. Sise, about the general principle—what is the ad- 
vantage to your company under these exclusive arrangements with the railway com- 
panies ?—A. It is a very great advantage to our company to have access to their sta- 
tions, across their bridges, and on their poles, and have other facilities. We give a 
great deal for it, and it would not be worth our while to pay as much as we do in service 
for the privilege unless we had an exclusive right to do it. 

Q. What do you give for it?—A. We give practically an unlimited service to the 
railway company. 

Q. Over what lines?—A. Over all the lines. 

Q. Locals as well as long-distance?—A. Locals and long-distance. 

Q. You extend all these privileges, of course it will appear from the agreements 
the number of telephones?—A. You mean to put it in dollars, roughly? 

Q. Yes?—A. I should say the telephone service we render to the railways was 
$10,000 or $15,000 a year more than what we get from them in transportation, but not 
more than what we get from them in rights of way over their bridges. We could not 
get out of Montreal to the north without crossing the Canadian Pacific Railway bridge, 
for instance, that is in the country. 

Q. From the Island of Montreal, going north, your line is carried over the Can- 
adian Pacific Railway bridge; we have also learned from the evidence, or at least I 
presume that your line is carried over the Victoria bridge, coming from the Island of 
Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Montreal, south?—A. They also go through the underground systems, and we go on 
their poles. 

Q. What do you mean by saying that they go through your underground system ? 
—A. They earry their telegraph systems in through our underground conduits in Mont- 


- real to the Montreal office. 


Q. Does that state of affairs exist anywhere else than in Montel 4—A. Wher- 
ever they have asked for it, but I cannot say where. 

Q. You said a moment ago that your advantages in transportation were a large 
amount, I think we will have to separate them. What advantage do you get from the 
C.P.R. 7—A. They give passes to all our employees on company’s business,—not 
freight. 

Q. It was suggested by some here that you also got freight carried free ?— 
A. Never. 

Q. With regard to the Grand Trunk, is that the same ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is the same agreement ?—A. Quite so. 

Q. Your employees are carried free while on company’s business. Is it confined to 
that ?—A. Yes, in fact the transportation is confined practically to the company’s 
business, not travelling for pleasure. 

Q. And what class of employees have occasion to use this privilege most /— 
A. All the outdoor employees. 

Q. The people who-keep the lines in repair ?—A. The linemen, inspectors, superin- 
tendents, managers and others. 

Q. If you had to pay transportation from the railway companies, it would no 
doubt be a considerable sum ?—A. It would be a great sum. 

Q. Now, I have considered the advantages to your company and to the railway 
company, you said there was some advantage to the public, where does that come in ?— 
A. The advantage of having but one service, which is a great advantage. 

Q. Any other ?—A. Any other advantage ? 1 

Q. Yes 2A. Well, I think that is the principal advantage that the public do not 
want to have two telephones, two connections in the station. This is not from my own 
knowledge specially, but what [ am told by parties having telephones that they do not 
wish to have to bother with two telephones in their office. 

Q. There is nothing, then, that you desire to add to that as to the interest of the 
public in this matter /—A. No, nothing particularly. 

Q. You do, of course, offer to your subscribers the advantage, whatever it is, of 
having connection with the railway stations?’—We give them connection. 

Q. Not the public, but your own subscribers ?—A. We give them that and if adds 
very much to the work of the company; of course, in a sense we get no returns from the 
company. 

Q. You mean calls from the subscribers stations to stations in the railway offices, 
of course?—A. The railway company pays nothing for this service and the instruments 
in the railway offices are free. 

Q. I will pass from that, and I will ask if the committee will call Mr. McFarlane, 
we can examine Mr. McFarlane as to the particular facts of the case with regard to 
the Locust Hill case, you think Mr. McFarlane would know about that ?—A. I pre- 
sume he would, he might refer to some other officer of the company who had this mat- 
ter in hand. 

Q. Is Mr. William Scott, who was mentioned frequently in this evidence, still in 
the employ of the company ?—A. Yes, he is. 

Q. What is his position ?—A. Special agent. 

Q. Where is his headquarters ¢@—where can he be found ?—A. He lives in Na- 
panee, his headquarters i is in Toronto. 

Q. Is he not in the employ of the Toronto office ?—A. No, he has nothing to do 
with the Toronto office any more than any other. 
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Q. What is his special duty?—A. It is his special duty to smooth over all these 
difficulties, and where there is any cause therefor, in some instances, to remove it, and 
act as an intermediary, as it were, between those who got into trouble between the city 
or municipality and the others. 

Q. He is a diplomatist then ?—A. Yes,—I do not always approve of his diplomacy. 

Q. Mr. Angus Cameron in his evidence given on page 63 brings up another ques- 
tion, you may not know anything about it, Mr. Sise. 

The CuHarrMaNn.—Had you not better fix the date of Mr. Scott’s appointment, Mr. 
Chrysler ? 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

The CHatrMAN.—Had you not better fix the date of Mr. Scott’s appointment, I 
could not state definitely, but certainly for twenty years. He was, at one time, our 
manager at Napanee. 

Q. At page 63, Mr. Angus Cameron, who is a gentleman that owned a line at 
Beaverton at one time, which he organized into a local company, and it was called the 
Independent Telephone Company, and was afterwards sold to the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany; the only thing in Mr. Cameron’s evidence that I want to ask about is the state- 
ment of his—that is assuming that you do not know personally anything about the 
facts that are mentioned here, or do you ?—A. If you will excuse me a moment I will 
look over the evidence (peruses evidence). J have no personal knowledge of that other 
than was reported, it appears here that I had nothing to do with the negotiation. 

Q. The statement that I wanted to ask you about is a matter of policy and is one 
that Mr. Cameron mentioned here, I cannot see the exact place, but he makes the state- 
ment that your company does not seem to be very anxious to extend its business in the 
country ?—A. What page is that? 

Q. It is at the top of page 63, that is what I want to know, will you explain this? 
You see the statement of Mr. Cameron at the top of page 63?—A. I do. 

Q. Have you anything to say to that? Is there any policy on the part of your 
company that leads to such a conclusion?—A. That is Mr. Cameron’s opinion only, it 
is quite opposed to the policy of the company. 

Q. That is what I want to know?—A. We want to get all the business we can, but 
we are restricted to a very great extent because of the difficulty of carrying on all these 
smaller lines. If it is a question of erecting an exchange in one large place and of 
giving a service needed by 1,000 people we certainly, and quite properly, in doing that 
give the preference to the needs of a large number rather than to a lot of farmers’ lines. 
There is a much better return from the expenditure of money on that work than there 
will be from the expenditure of the same money on smaller lines. On the same prin- 
ciple, if a line is required from Toronto to Montreal to give a service to the business 


men, to the mercantile community of Montreal and Toronto, and on the other hand ~ 


the same amount of money is required for farmers’ lines that will give little or no 
return, on any proper business principle anyone would say: Build the long line, and 
give the service to the greatest number of people to whom it is of the greatest value. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Just on that point, Mr. Sise, would it not be of advantage to your company to 
give connection with independent companies seeking it?—A. We do give it. We have 
some 80 or 40 contracts filed here. All that we ask is that they should have standard 
equipment, so that they can speak over our lines. We do not wish, and the public do 
not wish that a man building a 15-mile iron line should hold our copper line from 
Toronto to Quebec in a vain effort to talk with a man in Quebec so that the man in 
Quebee will throw down his telephone and curse the Bell Telephone Company, and 
refuse to pay the toll because he cannot hear. We insist that he should have built 
according to our specifications. It is a waste of time and temper to connect these small 
lines, I am speaking of connecting the small iron lines, with our heavy copper metallic 
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line 500 miles long. It is impossible to speak over that, and, as I show here, we do not 
object, and shall not object to give connection with any line that is of the proper stand- 
ard, with our line in that way. : 

Q. As a matter of fact you have not refused these independent companies that have 
given evidence up to the present, on account of wishing to keep the telephone business 
in your own hands, but on account of their system not being up to the standard?—A. 
As a rule,—I may, however, say that I am quite correct in stating that is the case. I 
think you have on file here evidence of a far greater number of cases where we have 
made connection, like those of Father Jolicoeur, who was here this morning, than those 
cases in which we had for some reason or other declined to do so. It is our policy to do 
80; we want to get all the money we can 

Q. That has been why I have been greatly surprised during this whole examina- 
tion ?—A. But we have not met much success yet. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I do not want to interrupt you, but I was going to bring this out in connec- 
tion with the next evidence. I will just direct Mr. Sise’s examination now to the par- 
ticular case of the town of Neepawa, which is mentioned on page 64. Mr. Crawford, 
M.P., says that at Neepawa they have a municipal system?—A. Yes, they have. 

Q. And about half way down on page 64 you will see his statement that the Bell 
Telephone Company also have some stations and an exchange at Neepawa: 

‘About two years ago, they came in with their long-distance lines, and opened an 
office there, and they are in operation there now. We have only got, I think, 12 ’phones 
operated by the Bell people in the town now. ‘They are used by the business men of 
the town; banks and leading business men use the Bell office, that is for long-distance 
purposes more than anything else. Of course, they have the use of it: for local pur- 
poses as far as it goes, but you see there are only 12 local ’phones in town.’ 

He also says that there are about 200 subscribers to the municipal system. With- 
cut pursuing the details of that statement further, his evidence raises this question, 
whether there was any reason why a municipal system of that kind should not be given 
connection with the long-distance lines of the Bell Telephone system ?—A. I assums 
that it might be for the same reason that I have already given, that they are not in a 
eondition to connect. But on the other hand, accepting his statement as a whole as 
‘we do in part, we have some people in Neepawa who are not subscribers, that, he states 
himself that the people of Neepawa get a lower rate than his own subscribers do, so that 
T fail to see the cause of complaint. He says here ‘a subscriber really pays more.’ 

Q. Ile pays the rate for the local telephone, and pays the same charge for the use 
-f the PRell’s long-distance lines that any subscriber to the municipal phone pays ?— 
A. Yes. Then if they have it, I fail to see why they complain. 

Q. I think the complaint is that you do not allow their lines to be connected 
through the local station, through your local station, with the long-distance wires, that 
is the complaint.—A. I haven’t seen it here, he is a subscriber. 

Q. Oh, yes, he is a subscriber to both telephones. I do not know that he says the 
exchange has been refused ?—A. I do not see that he does. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Oh, yes, he does, he said that he had to put in the independent 
line in order to do his business. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
Q. I thought that was so, but I could not find it—A. He does not say that we 
refused to connect with the Independent, dces he ? 
Q. Do you know of yourself whether he does or not @—A. No, I do not. 
Q. Well, he could tell us?—A. I can tell by having the matter looked up. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. It is just as well to call Mr. Crawford up; he is down stairs. He says here, he 
is asked the question: ‘Is the municipal system connected with the long-distance 
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telephone 2?’ And he replies, ‘No, no eonnection; that is the disadvantage or trouble 
we have found.’ u'he next question is, ‘It is a disadvantage,’ and he replies ‘ Yes.’ 
Then he was asked, ‘ How can they use the long-distance ?’ and he replied ‘ They can 
use it by going to the central office or by putting in the Bell telephone.’ 

The CuammMan.—And he said also that he had to do that in order to get use of the 
long-distance, he said that himself, you will find it later on probably. He swore that 
he had to supply himself with the Bell telephone in order to reach the long-distance. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Yes, but I cannot see anything where he says, squarely, that the local office 
asked the Bell Telephone Company to make the connection. Perhaps he did not know 
that. You do not know Mr. Sise, you say, personally whether they did or not ?—A. No, 
I do not. 

Q. Is there any reason for the local municipal system of Neepawa if it asked to- 
day for a connection with the Bell telephone system, is there any good reason why it 
should be refused ?—A. Not if it is standardized, and if I may be allowed I will give 
a case in point. At Edmonton where the municipality of the town or city, whatever it 
is, was discussing the erection of a local plant where we had none, and I told them last 
year that if they decided to put in a municipal plant we would not do so. We have a 
line from Calgary to Edmonton, ana we would let them have one of our engineers and 
give them all the assistance we could possibly give them to make their exchange first- 
class in every respect, and we would be very glad then to connect such wires with our 
line to Calgary and elsewhere. y 

Q. And was that done ?—A. I think that is sufficient evidence that we do not 
object to connect. 

Q. Did they build the municipal system in Edmonton ?—A. I believe that they 
are on that now, and we are corresponding with them still and on good terms with 
them. I do not know just what they are doing because I have been away. 

Q. The matter is still under consideration, I suppose ?—A. Probably so. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. What do you say about that, Mr. Sise, I think I asked you before what you 
would require in order to bring these lines up to your standard ?—A. That is quite an 
elaborate specification, I can give a part of it. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. What I meant was, have you a standard, and is it the policy of your company 
to allow all other companies that come up to that standard to connect with your line ? 
—A. It is. 

Q. Then the only reason for not allowing that connection is that because the 
applying companies have not adopted your standard to your satisfaction?—A. It is 
hardly proper to say the only reason, Sir William, because the applying company might 
erect a line from here to Montreal absolutely in competition with us, and we certainly 
should object to giving them the use of our Ottawa and Montreal exchanges to injure us. 
We would object strongly to that. 

Q. Take the case of the Neepawa municipal system—you are both in the same town. 
The Neepawa company is a competing company with you ; if you would object to 
allowing a competing company to have the use of the long-distance line between Toronto 
and Ottawa, would you not for the same reason, object to their connecting and making 
use of your long-distance line from Neepawa to Winnipeg?—A. I am referring, Sir 
William, to competing long-distance lines, not competing exchanges. I think the ques- 
tion has reference here to long-distance opponents, and the situation in Neepawa is a 
little different from what the others were, inasmuch as we had an exchange there for a 
great many years, and had a very great loss in doing business in the North-west. Busi- 
ness was very bad indeed, and the municipal council of Neepawa did not care about 
buying us out, or going into business for themselves when it was run at a loss, but 
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when it promised to improve, they thought they would come into the business. They 
had a perfect right to do so, but we thought we would do what we could to hold our own 
business, and we have done so. It is a fair competition. 

Q. Will you allow the Neepawa subscribers to the municipal system to connect — 
directly with your system of long-distance if their system comes up to your standard ?— 
A. I should hardly like to say definitely that I would, and have it held over me as an 
agreement. But I do say that generally speaking we would. I do not know anything 
about. the conditions in Neepawa, and therefore cannot make a statement here, but 
generally speaking I should think so. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. When you specify the standard up to which any local company shall come be- 
fore you grant connection with your long-distance lines, do you specify the particular 
manufacturer or maker of instruments?—A. No, we do not. 

Q. They are free to buy supplies anywhere, are they?—A. They can buy their 
supplies wherever they please, naturally we recommend our instruments. 

Q. You don’t confine them to the purchase of yours by the specifications ?—A. No. 

Q. They can comply with your specifications by buying elsewhere?—A. They 
should be similar to ours in order to get the best results. 


o By Mr. Miller: 


Q. They are absolutely free to buy where they like?—A. If they equip their ex- 
change by standardizing with ours. I am not saying that you can get equally good work 
that they can get out of ours. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What do you mean by standardize?—A. A certain value of the instruments 
technically, and able to speak for a certain distance. 

Q. Are there other instruments besides yours that are standardized, that might be 
said to be standardized with yours?—A. I mean that tiney should be equally 

Q. Equally ?—A. Oh, yes, there are no doubt other systems. I do not know of them. 

Q. Who is to be the judge of that?—A. It is not probable, of course. 

Q. Who is to be the judge whether the other system is as good?—A. As it is now 
the larger property which is connected up with the other service, we must be the judge 
the same as a railway would be the judge in a similar case. 

Q. Then your opinion seems to be that there are no other instruments as good as 
yours?’—A. I said-no doubt there were, but I don’t know of any. 

Q. Did you not say there were none as good ?—A. I think not. I did not make 
the statement. 

Q. You thought not. Even if you think there are no other instruments as good as 
yours would you accept other instruments ’—A. If they would do the work, certainly. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. What is the fact, Mr. Sise, in the case, for instance, of the Ste. Catherine and 
St. Bazil Company, what instruments have they in use ?—A. I do not know. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. If there are no local companies that do connect with your long-distance but 
who purchase their supplies in Canada they are supplied by your company @—A. I do 
not know that there are a very large number of connections. I cannot tell. 

Q. At least a large number of them will have purchased their supplies through you 
as a fact ?@—A. I think so. 
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By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. I may call your attention to this case which is pertinent to the subject of this 
agreement, with Mr. Gillies which is being put in as a type of the agreements with the . 
local companies, printed on page 475. It contains a reference to the instruments to 
be used. Paragraph 18 of that agreement on page 476 contains this clause :— 

‘The proprietor agrees to equip his lines with the Bell Company’s solid back long- 
distance instruments, which the Bell Company agrees to sell outright, including plush 
lightning arrestors. The Bell Company is to install these instruments without charge, 
but the proprietor shall thereafter during the term of this agreement, maintain the 
instruments and all the equipment at his own expense. The Bell Company will supply 
an inspector or lineman to make repairs to instruments or lines when required on 
receipt of reasonable notice at a rate of two dollars ($2) per day and expenses, any 
material necessary for such repairs to be supplied by and at the expense of the pro- 
prietor.’ 

That is a clause in the agreement with Mr. William Gillies which you told us was 
a fair sample of the agreements entered into with the smaller lines and companies ?— 
A. I¢ is. 

Q. Does not that clause require that 7—A. That clause in the contract evidently 
requires him to purchase his instruments from us, and it is quite evident to everybody 
that if we could have such a clause inserted and sell these instruments in order that 
similar instruments might be provided for the whole system it would be quite proper 
to do it and net proper to do otherwise. Our object is to have all the instruments as 
much alike as possible. 

Q. Can you say whether that clause is in the agreements with the other companies? 
—A. The agreements vary. They are all filed. 

Q. If they vary, of course you cannot say whether that clause is in ne agreement; 
vith the other companies. I will just look at the agreement put in by Father Joliceur 
this morning. Do you know whether there is a similar clause as to instruments in the 
agreement with that company, the Ste. Catharine and St. Bazil Company ?—A. I do 
not recall whether there is or not. 

Q. On page 479, bottom of the page, you have said as to supplies—the question 
was asked, ‘I want to ask you now with regard to the second part, as to the furnisaing 
of supplies to these companies that you exchange business with, ‘and you answered, 
“We have no agreement. We furnished these companies, several of them, with a price 
list at the beginning of the year and they either accept it or reject it as they see fit. 
They are not bound to buy from us.—A. Excuse me. We were discussing then, and 
my evidence referred to that, the business with the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany, the New Brunswick Telephone Company, and the Nova Scotia Telephone Com- 
pany. When we were discussing that matter I was asked if I had an agreement with 
those companies and I explained that we had been furnishing price lists only to those 
companies. 

Q. This answer was meant to apply to your business with the New Brunswick 
Telephone Company, the Nova Scotia Telephone Company and the North American ~ 
Telegraph Company ?—A. And I think Prince Edward Island Company, perhaps, sir, 
I was referring merely to those companies. 

Q. You were not referring to the agreement with the smaller companies which is 
printed here ’—A. No. 

Q. In the agreement with the Ste. Catherine and St. Bazil Company the para- 
graph referring to instruments is No. 16. Will you read it, please?—A. (Reads.) 
‘That if the telephone instruments now in use at the public offices on the proprietor 
system do not in the estimation of the Bell Company furnish satisfactory service, the 
proprietor will equip these public stations with the Bell Company’s standard solid 
back long-distance wall instrument at their own expense.’ - That refers only to the con- 
nection, not with the local subscribers, the connection with our long-distance line. 
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Q. That is exhibit 145. So that you see the clause there is different from the clause 
in Gillies’ agreement ?’—A. Yes. 


The CHairmMan.—Just before you leave that branch, Mr. Chrysler, Mr. Sise has, if 


‘I understand him, said that there are agreements with many others, the North American 


Telegraph Company 
Mr. CurysterR.—That is an agreement which we have just mentioned. 
WitTneEss.—No, an agreement with them to sell them instruments. 
The CHaiRMAN.— Yes. 


WItTNEss.—I do not know as there is an agreement, Mie agreement, but we sell 
to the North American Telegraph Company all the instruments they require at five 

@. Mr. Bampfield was examined and put in an agreement which contains a very 
hard and fast cast-iron clause that they will not buy any instruments except from you, 
and he showed that acting under that agreement hc had been charged $21 for an in- 
strument.—A. Mr. Bampfield would like to correct that. 

Q. We have it in evidence, about 50 per cent higher than the current rate?—A. 
What Mr. Bampfield intended to say was that his instruments cost him $21 per sub- 
scriber, that is his plant, not the instrument alone, and as an evidence of that we submit 
here an invoice of November 30. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Do you want to put that ee this reference to supplies for the North Ameri- 
ean Telegraph Company?—A. Yes, prices charged. It shows that we charged him 5 
per cent advance on the price of what we pay for them. For handling and shipping 
the instruments we charge five per cent above what we pay. 

Q. I want to bring your attention then, since we are upon that question, to the 
evidence of Mr. Bampfield on page 248 

Mr. Cascrain.—Probably Mr. Sise wishes to put that in. 

Wirness.—I will put that in. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. What is this?—A. These are our nies 

Q. This is the price list to the North American Telegraph Cane ¢—A. Yes, 
showing what they paid last November. 

Q. Do you want to put in a price list?—-A. We will file it later. This is merely a 
copy of an invoice. 


Exhibit No. 146. 

- «© MontreAt, November 30, 1904. 

Nortu AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 
Kingston, Ont. 


To the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, Limited, Dr. 
Order No. 535. Shipped by Dominion Express to Norwood, Ont. 


2 st’d backboards and bty. bxs., $1.21.. ..... salt Peeples 
2 1000 ohm. magneto Bells, 3 aie magnets $7. At. Se nt) hy Ma: Ae 
2 st?d Blake transmitters, $1.70........ Sere a. earattons 3 40 
2 st’?d R. H. telephones (red bands), $1. 28. fet Gdodte 2 50° 
2 No. 6 telephone cords 2 ft., 24 1-5 ee bar Als ool wires 48 
2 transmitter iron brackets one screws, 9 panty. Pe a ere tsb 18 
i eee et Gur Yoks RN oases Eb. Hiskatalery a's aad - 46 

$24 26 
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Q. This is an invoice dated November 80, 1904, from the Bell Telephone Company 
to the North American Telegraph Company, showing the price of a number of instru- 
ments or parts of instruments. (Referring to Exhibit No. 146).—A. I would like to 
quote the prices charged the North American Telegraph Company. 

Q. Allow me, I have something to put before you first. What Mr. Bampfield says 
in this statement that is material is that he has been charged a certain sum. Let me 
get that in first, then you can give any contradiction or explanation that you want to 
give. What he says on page 250 is :— 


‘We have to furnish him with a ’phone, with a telephone and a bell, and the tele- 
phone cord, and a three-cell battery and a lightning arrestor, and that will run up to 
$20. ‘ 

‘Q. Where do vou get the supplies?~A. We buy them from the Northern Electric 
Company. 

‘Q. Where is that?—A. In Montreal. 

‘Q. What do they charge for such an outfit?—A. That is what they charge.’ 

Then on page 250 :— 

‘Q. That is the lowest net cost to you?—A. $21 per set. That is for a long-dis- 
tance instrument. You understand we could furnish them with a Blake set for about 
$14.50; that is what the cost to us would be.’ 


That is the statement of Mr. Bampfield, I would like you to reply if you can?—A. 
Mr. Bampfield is in error. My impression of his statement is that what he meant by 
the cost was the instrument installed in the subscriber’s house. I was not here. I did 
not hear it said. But he pays us $11.82 for an ordinary Blake set and $15.32 for a desk 
solid back set. 

Q. I am not sure whether he is speaking of a desk or wall set. Is there a difference 
in the cost?—A. There is a difference of $2 or $3. 

Q. You had better give them both. What is the cost of a long-aistance wall set— 
what is it to Mr. Bampfield—and what is the cost of a long-distance desk telephone? 
I understood this was a wall set from the contract?—A. The price paid by him for a 
Blake set was $11.82. 

Q. That is the wall Blake set, wall instrument ?—A. Yes, for the solid back long- 
distance he pays $15.82. 

Q. These are the figures already given?—A. Yes. 

Q. These prices are for the wall instruments?—A. Yes. 

Q. How do you account for Mr. Bampfield’s statement that it cost him $21?—A. 
The only way in which I can acceunt for it is assuming that he is taking into his cost 
the entire cost of equipping the instrument, putting the instrument in, running his 
ine, internal wiring and all that. 

Q. Whether you account for it or not, whether is your statement or his correct ?— 
A. Our statement is correct, I am sure of that, I think Mr. Bampfield misunderstood 
the question. Now you have a special agreement with the North American Telegraph 
Company (Exhibit No. 63) which has been put in evidence and which is printed on 
page 252, the third paragraph of which provides :— 

‘The Telegraph Company agrees to use no telephonic apparatus except that fur- 
nished by the Telephone Company, and to pay therefor a price equal to the price paid 
by the Telephone Company and five per cent commission thereon.”—A. That is what 
T have just said. . 

Q. That agreement is dated January 1, 1900. When did you acquire the stock 
of the North American Telegraph Company. 

A. I eannot supply the date with any possibility of being correct. 

Q. Was it before or after this agreement was made ?—A. I think that this agree- 
ment was made. Bampfield was not the manager before that. 

Q. What is your answer?—A. We acquired the company before that agreement. 

Q. The Bell Company acquired the stock in the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany before the agreement, Exhibit No. 63, of January 1, 1900, was made?—A. Yes. 
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Q. You said that your answer on page 479 with reference to furnishing a list of 
prices only was intended to apply to three or four companies which you named, and 
the North American was one of them. Now, I want to get back to the terms upon 
which you supply the smaller companies. Under the Gillies agreement it was provided 
expressly that their lines should be equipped with the Bell Telephone?2—A. Yes. 

. Q. Have you agreements as to the furnishings of other supplies to the local com- 
panies that you connect with, apart from the telephone instrument itself¢ Do you 
furnish a list of prices to these small companies at the beginning of the year at which 
you will furnish supplies?—A. No, unless we are asked for them. 

Q. And of the number of companies that you have mentioned here can you tell 
us how many of them have agreements which provide that their lines are to equipped 
with Bell Telephones ?—A. Not without looking at the contract. 

@. Can Bell telephones be purchased from any company except the Northern Elec- 
trie Company ana the Bell Telephone Company in Canada?—A. I think so. Dealers 
purchase from us and sell to whoever they please. We sell to anybody who wants them 
—I am referring to the Northern Electric. There are many telephone supply dealers 
and they purchase wherever they see fit and we are glad to sell to them. 

Q. Then, I want to refer to another subject—I do not know that it is of much 
importanece—but it should be noticed. That is the letter which is on file from Mr. 
Roaf. Mr. Roaf wrote a letter which is printed on page 4, Appendix ‘ A,’ and in the 
second paragraph of that letter he says :— 

‘The Bell Telephone commenced business with a capital of about $500,000—of 
which $100,000 represented an investment, the balance of about $400,000 being given 
in payment of certain patents, which at that time were invalid by reason of breaches 
of the Patent Act, and which breaches ’—I think that is a misprint for stock or patents 
— ‘was largely held by the American Bell Telephone Company of Boston, who practically 
controlled the Canadian company, and sent their representatives to take charge of ths 
work. Some of those interested in the managemnt of the Boston Company were also 
interested in companies who supplied electric and telephone appliances, and the ap- 
paratus required by the Bell Telephone Company was purchased to a large extent from 
this company. The result was that prices were paid largely in excess of what the work 
could have been obtained for from other manufacturers or contractors.’ 


Further down, in the fourth paragraph he says :— 

‘There are affidavits on file in the courts in which the value of the Bell equipment 
as given by themselves and disinterested parties are shown up and the result of this 
evidence was such that on a motion made by me that the Bell Telephone Company 
should give security for costs,’ 
And so on. He says an order was made. Now, Mr. Roaf’s letter is dated, 1905. The 
first part very evidently refers to the circumstances in connection with the acquisition 
of patents, which have already been explained. Do you know when that litigation that 
' Mr. Roaf refers to was going on, and what it was?—A. I cannot state the year exactly. 
T recall it very well. It was in Ontario—a question of assessment. 

Q. Was it in connection with the assessment? I thought it was in connection 
with the patents?—A. He is referring to two matters there, Mr. Chrysler. 

Q. The assessment is one thing and the voiding of the patents is the other?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. Under these patents that were acquired by the company in 1880, were they 
voided by the Commissioner of Patents?—A. They were. 

Q. To what extent?—A. Wholly. 

Q. That is A. Those that were in court at the time. ‘ 


Mr. Cascrain.—When was that ? 
Mr. CurysLtEeR.—I am just coming to that. 


Q. I have looked up the report and I will give you the reference to it. I will give 
the date and all that, if you are satisfied. It is 1884 and 1885. The first petition was 
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by the Toronto Telephone Manufacturing Company. Was that an opposition com- 
pany ?—A. I do not tbink they were ever in operation. I do not know what they were. 

-  Q. They petitioned the Commissioner against the continuation of Patent No. 7789, 
granted on the 22nd August, 1877 to Alexander Graham Bell, now owned by the Bell 
Company, on the ground of non-manufacture and importation contrary to the pro- 
visions of section 28 of the Patent Act of 1872. The result was that that patent was 
declared void for non-manufacture, I think?’—A. Yes, and refusal to sell. 

Q. The argument was in October, 1884, and the judgment apparently in January, 
1885. There appears also to have been a similar attack made upon the patents acquired 
called the Edison patents. What was the result of that ?—A. The patents were con- 
firmed. 

Q. These patents were confirmed. These two cases are reported in volume 2 of 
the Exchequer Reports of Canada, the first one at page 495 and the second at page 524, 
so that Mr. Roaf’s letter refers to matters away back in 1885%—A. The first part where 
he said he had charge of the case here, I do not know of that; I was here. 

Q. The second part then, that 1s a different matter. Of what date is he speaking 
here?—A. Five years ago, I think—some years ago at any rate. 

Q. But the difference may be a different date from the date of the communication 
about the patent ?—A. A long time afterwards. 

Q. Then, I want to refer to the evidence of Mr. Joshua Dyké. He is the mayor 
of Fort William and gave evidence which you will find on page 70. Do you know 
anything personally about the controversy that went on at Fort William?—A. Very 
little. 

Q. Well, who does?—A. Mr. Scott had charge of that in detail. He was acting 
as manager up there. I know the general trouble or general cause of the trouble. 

Q. What do you mean by ‘ acting as manager ’? Do you mean as manager in these 
two towns?—A. Yes, the local men were under him. He had charge of this matter. 

Q. For how long a time was he manager then ?—A. I think he must have been 
there six months or more. 

Q. Well, what do you know about it then, Mr. Sise ?—A. I know the case itself 
and the result. I know very little of the details of it. 

Q. Well, Mr. Scott would know all the details 2—A. I do not know that he would 
know anything that I could not tell myself, only mere daily details. 

Q. What was the trouble then, Mr. Sise, as far as you know about it?—A. We had 
an exchange at Port Arthur and one at Fort William which had been operated for a 
long while, and we had no complaints from Port Arthur or Fort William. It was a 
long way off. The railways did not reach there at that time. I sent men there from 
time to time, outside of the local management to investigate and we had no com~ 
plaints. 

Q. You say the railway did not reach Fort William 2—A; Not when we installed 
the exchange. 

Q. You had an exchange there before 1885?—A. Yes, T think I am correct in that. 

Q. That is the date the railway was built /—A. Later on I had reason to believe 
that the service was not so good as it was represented, and then we learned the cause of 
it, that our manager was endeavouring to get a good position for himself, was represent- 
ing to us that the service was excellent and no complaints whatever, and was represent- 
ing to the town that we would not do anything and they had better start a municipal 
plant. They naturally listened to him, their townsman, and they put in a municipal 
plant and put our men in charge of it, with rather disastrous results, and then they 
applied for connection with the railway, to which we objected. 

Q. Yes?—A. And this is what the result was. 

Q. What resulted ?—A. The result was that the matter was brought hefore the Rail- 
way Commissioners. It is settled now that the railways cannot shut out any company 
from their station. 
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Q. You mean the Act of parliament has been passed since?—A. Following the act 
of the Railway Commissioners. 

Q. So far as Mr. Scott appears to have acted in the matier he was there as the 
representative of the company ?—A. He went there as soon as we heard of this trouble. 
But we had sent a man there previously to ascertain if there was any reason—whether 
everything had been right. 

Q. When was the municipal system started—yes, in 1902?—A. And the man who 
had been constantly assuring us there was no cause to complain, for some reason or other 
the city placed him in charge. 

Q. You think now the complaints of the service were justified to some extent?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. What was wrong with the service supplied?—A. I imagine it was general inefii- 
ciency on the part of the manager, who had allowed the lines to run down, the plant to 
deteriorate. But we had no complaint, and he was censtantly assuring us that every- 
thing was in good shape. . 

Q. You said that the results were disastrous. To whom? What do you mean by 
that?—A. To the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. So far as its agency there is concerned ¢—A. That we lost a great deal of money 
there. When I spoke of disastrous results, I meant, the city took him. The first thing 
he did was to run the wires in the exchange in the town hall, that the town hall was 
burned down. 

Q. What is the name of the man who was your agent and afterwards the manager 
of the local system?—A. I do not recall his name. 

Q. At all events the fact is that the general manager of the local system was origi- 
| nally your agent at Fort William ?—A. Yes, shortly after he took charge they had 
trouble, and the city hall burned down. I do not mean that he burned it down. 

Q. No, you don’t know how it was burned down or what was the cause of it?—A. 
Crossed telephone wires. ay 

Q. With what?—A. Trolley wires, I think. That is what was assumed to be the 
cause. Ido not know that anybody was to blame for it at all. 


The committee adjourned. 


Fripay, May 19, 1905. 
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‘The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Mr. J. E. Frenerre, of the Kamouraska Telephone Company, Fraserville, sworn. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Mr. Frenette, where do you live?—A. I live at Riviére du Loup. 

Q. Are you connected with any telephone company ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the name of that company?—A. Tne name of our company is the 
Kamouraska Telephone Company. | 

Q. When did you commence operations?—A. Our charter shows that we com- 
menced operations in 1902. 

Q. When did you have any telephone lines constructed, available for the public? 
—A.TI produce the map, showing all our system. (Map produced.) 

Q. When did you have any lines in operation?—A. Before we got our charter we 
had about 18 miles of telephone line. 

Q. You had about 18 miles of telephone line in operation before you got your 
charter ?—A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. You got your charter in 1902?—A. That is right. 

- Q. And how many miles have you in operation now ?—A. I will tell you exactly 
from the report. I have got a blue print here showing our lines, if you would like to 
see it. 

Q. Tell us the extent of your lines?—A. Yes, sir. I will give you in a few words 
the history of our company. ' 

Q. Do so in your own words. Tell us anything you desire with reference to the 
telephone question in your district ?—A. We began the telephone business in Kamour- 
aska, having a line from Kamouraska to St. Germain, and from St. Germain to St. 
Andre. 

By Mr. Bergeron: . 

Q. What distance?—A. Altogether from Kamouraska to St. Paschal, and from 
Kamouraska to St. Germain, and from St. Germain to St. Andre, about 18 miles. 
This telephone was operated by five or six men who were friendly. Then, as we had 
no communication from Riviére du Loup to any large place, with Quebec or Montreal, 
we decided to have a charter and to form & company, and if possible have connections 
with large companies, because at Kamouraska, Fraserville and St. Patrice there are 
lots of strangers in the summer time. Those strangers ask for connection wita large 
places such as Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal, and we decided if possible to extend 
the line from Riviére du Loup to L’Islet, where the Bell Company was, and to have 
connection with the Bell if possible. So we obtained letters patent incorporating us 
as a company with a capital of $25,000. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Letters patent?—A. Letters patent, yes. 

Q. Well, proceed?—A. We had a capital of $25,000. Then we extended the line 
from Kamouraska to Riviére du Loup also. Then afterwards from Kamouraska to 
Ste. Anne’s, and we found at Ste. Anne’s a private line which extended from Ste. 
Anne’s to L’Islet, and we bought that line from Mr. Francoeur. 

Q. You bought that line?—A. We bought that line. It was not suitable for us on 
account of our being obliged to put cross arms on and to string copper wires and 
some other wires to suit tne public and give to any persons who wanted a telephone a 
good service. We changed all the poles, and we had to rebuild that line. Then when 
we arrived at L’Islet, before we asked to have connection with the Bell we thought it 
was possible to arrive at an arrangement with the Bellechasse Telephone Company, 
and we had a meeting of our board, wno decided to confer with the manager of the 
Bellechasse Telephone Company. But we did nothing with them. Then we ‘nad an 
arrangement to suit our company with the Bell Telephone Company. Before we ar- 
rived at Riviére du Loup we wrote to the local company there, called La Compagnie 
des Pouvoirs Electriques. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. The Electric Power Company ?—A. The Electric Power Company. We wrote 
to the president to have with ‘nim a conference to decide about connecting with his 
company before we started for Riviére du Loup, as that town is a place of only about 
7,000 people, and there are lots of poles on the streets. There is one electric company, 
one telephone company and one telegraph company, and we preferred if possible not 
to build another row of poles, so we wrote to the president of the local company to have 
connection with his line before starting for Riviére du Loup: Then the president ans- 
wered. 

Q. Who is your president ?—A. Mr. J. Camille Pouliot. And we received an ans- 
wer that his company did not recognize ours. 

Q. Did not want yours’—A. Yes. 

Q. So you did not connect with them?—A. Another reason is they do not want 
‘our company to connect. 
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Q. As a matter of fact you did not connect with them?—A. No, we did not con- 
nect with them. So we built a row of poles from the boundary of the town to the 
middle of the town. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. The town of Riviére du Loup?—A. Yes, and put there a public station and we 
opened that afterwards to local companies who knew us enough to enter into an ar- 
rangement with us. We decided last year to build to Riviére du Loup and we man- 
aged to have poles, cables and everything to start business at that place and we com: 
menced operations at Riviére du Loup last summer. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. What is the length of your line altogether now?—A. I can tell you exactly, 
I figured it out before I came here. I sent that in to you. 

The CHaIRMAN.—Six hundred miles of long-distance and 200 miles of separate 
circuits. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. How many subscribers have you got?—A. We have at the present—— 
~ The CHAIRMAN.—430. 
WITNESS.—480, that is right. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. 480 subscribers?—A. Yes. 

Q. How much do you charge?—A. We charge $13, $15 and $18 a year. 
Q. What is the $13 for?—A. $13 for farmers. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Rural telephone. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. How many farmers have you got?—A. Farmers? We have got over 30, I 
think. } 

Q. Farmers?—A. Yes. — 

Q. And the $15 is for what?—A. Is for, I suppose, a man who has only one line. 
a merchant who has one line of business. 

Q. A merchant?—A. A merchant who has only one line of business. 

Q. That is $15?—A. $15, yes. 

Q. And $18 is for what?—A. For the general merchants, and all the lawyers and 
notaries. . 


Q. Offices?’—A. Yes. 
By the Chairman : 
Q. Business telephones?—-A. Business telephones. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. Are these prices $13, $15, $18, charged your subscribers for a service all ove~ 
your line?—-A. All over our line, yes. 

Q. Without paying a toll?—A. Yes. But let me explain this: Our system is 
quite different from any others. When we started business we only had in view to give 
connection between Riviére du Loup and Quebec, Montreal and Ottawa, if possible. 
Then we fixed our price as low as possible to give connection to any one who desired 
to have it, farmers, business men, or any one in a large or small business, and we 
quoted our price as low as possible. We managed to put one double line of our poles, 
one iron double line, metallic circuit to give connection, local connection, from one 
parish to another, and we strung two copper wires to give long-distance services, We 
never give local services on the long-distance lines which are two copper wires. 
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By the Chairman : 


Q. What do you charge for long-distance rates ¢—A. We charge from Riviére du 
Loup to L’Islet, 25 cents. 

Q. What is the distance?—A. About 76 miles, I think, 

Q. 25 cents?—A. 25 cents. 

Q. About a third of a cent per mile?—A. Yes, about that. 

Q. Have you any other long-distance rates 2—A. We charge 25 cents, that is the 
maximum of our price. 

Q. Yes?—A. When a man is not a subscriber and wants to telephone on a local 
line he will have to pay five cents for each parish, from one to another, but the maxi- 
mum rate is 25 cents. We never charge more than 25 cents. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. That is for those who are not subscribers?—A. Yes. 

Q. Those who are subscribers you do not charge anything at all ?—A. On the long- 
distance system we charge 25 cents. : 

Q. I asked you a few moments ago if it cost anything to telephone all over your 
system and you said no, that there was no toll?—A. Oh, yes, there is a toll.. We give 
the use of all our local lines to subscribers for the annual rate they pay, but we charge 
a toll when we connect with the other companies. ' 

Q. What other companies do you connect with ?—A. With the Bell Telephone 
Company. 

Q. Where?—A. L’Islet. 

Q. And have you an arrangement with the Bell Telephone Company ¢—A. Yes, we 
have a contract. 

Q. And when your subscribers telephone by the Bell telephone line then you charge 
25 cents’—A. We charge 25 cents. 

Q. And what arrangement have you got with the Bell Telephone Company for that 
95 cents?—A. We interchange business and add the price of the toll on to our rates. 

Q. And when the Bell people telephone on your line they also charge 25 cents, rt 
suppose ?—A. Exactly. 

Q. How long can they speak to one another, can people use the telephone for 25 
eents?—A. From Riviére du Loup through to [’Islet. 

Q. J mean, how long can they talk?—A. Three minutes. 

Q. And over three minutes what do you charge 2—A. We charge 5 cents for each 
minute extra. 

Q. Five cents per minute extra’—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, do you get any commission, from the Bell Telephone Company when they 
pass over your line?—A. No. They give us 25 cents when they send a message over our 
system. 

By Mr. Zimmerman : 
Q. Who gives you 25 cents ?—A. The Bell Telephone Company. 
Q. They give it to you?—A. Yes, they give us 25 cents. 


Q. And you give them the same price ?—A. The same price to Quebec. We give 
to the Bell Company 25 cents for a message to Quebec. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How much did your line cost you ? Have you any idea of the cost per mile 
counting poles and wires, instruments and everything ?’—A. Yes, sir; from $130 to $140. 

Q. $130 to $140 a mile?—A. A mile, yes. 

Q. That comprises the poles and the wires?—A. Yes, iron wire, No. 9. 

Q. What kind of wire do you use?—A. We use No. 12 copper standard for long- 
distance. 

Q. Metallic?—A. Metallic copper. 
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By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Does that include telephones as well?—A. I beg pardon. 

Q. Does that include the instruments, the telephones, as well?—A. No. Jn one 
parish we put four or five telephones and another one we put nore, but what I gave you 
is the price for the construction of the wires, the cross arms, on six pin cross arms with 
two No. 9 iron wires. 

Q. But it does not include the telephone instruments ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. And that is extra?—A. That is extra. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. When you say $130 to $140 per mile, that is without instruments?—A. Without 
instruments, that is right. . 

Q. Where did you get your wire and material for construction?—A. We get it from 
the Wire and Cable Company and from the Bell Company. 

Q. From the Bell Telephone Company and from the Wire and Cable Company ? 


By the Chairman : 


Q. From the Sumter Manufacturing Company?—A. Just instruments, Mr. Chair- 
man. 
By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Were you forced to do so by anybody ?—A. When we made a contract with the 
Bell Company they included a clause to take our instruments from their plant, from 
their factory, but we said to Mr. Sise when we signed the contract that we were not 
bound to take our instruments from them, and he said, ‘ You will have no trouble about 
it,’ and of course we have had no trouble at all. 

Q. Well, nave you bought all your instruments from the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany ?—A. Not all. We buy also from tne Sumter Telephone Company. 

Q. From whom?—A. We buy from the Sumter Telephone Company, from Cali- 
fornia. 

 Q. And you buy some instruments from the Bell Telephone Company and some 
from the Sumter Telephone Company ?—A. Yes, that is right. 

Q. What is the object of that? Do-you get them cheaper by that means?—A. 
We get tnem cheaper, and sometimes we are in a hurry and we want telephones 
quickly, and we send an order to the Bell Telephone Company, and the Bell answers 
that they could not give instruments in such and such a time. 

Q. Yes?—A. Well, immediately we order some from the Sumter Company, in 
Quebec, where this company has 

Q. An agency ?’—-A. Yes, an agency. 

Q. What is the difference in the price between the two?—A. About $3. 

Q. For what size?—A. We pay the Bell Telephone Company for their instruments 
$15.50 and $16.50, that is desk sets and wall sets. We pay $1 more for the desk sets 
than for the wall sets. 

Q. And what is the price of the Sumter?—A. The Sumter is about $3 of a dif- 
ference. 

Q. Well, is it more or less?—A. Less. 

Q. Well, why did you not say so at first. Have you any duty to pay on those ’— 
A. No. 

Q. You mean to say $3 less altogether?—A. Yes; but I must be just to the Bell 
Telephone Company. When we put in an instrument to speak to long-distance we 
prefer to put the Bell Telephone Company apparatus always, and we find that the 
service is better. The American instrument is a good instrument, but very soft, and 
on long-distance it does not give the same service as the Bell apparatus. The Bell 
apparatus on the long-distance gives the same good service as at a small distance. 

Q. So that when Dr. Demers, whom we have had as a witness here, says that the 
American sets are superior to the Bell he makes a mistake?—A. He makes a mistake. 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. It is a matter of opinion?—A. Yes, that is a matter of opinion. But Dr. 
Demers could say that because he is not on the long-distance. He will speak from 
Riviére du Loup to Lévis, and as he has no subscribers on his: line at intervening 
points he could say what an American instrument could do. 

«: But your experience is a different one?—A. From my experience I am per- 
fectly sure on that point. We speak from Riviére du Loup to Toronto, and once we 
put an instrument in for the manager of a pulp company in Riviére du Loup and we 
were obliged to change it for a Bell because the Bell gave him better service when he 
spoke to Toronto. 

Q. When you made the arrangement with the Bell had you abandoned the Ameri- 
can instruments, or was there any question of your abandoning them?—A. No. 

Q. No question of that?—A. No question of that. 

Q. Does your company put any instruments in any railway stations on your line? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. Where?—A. In all the stations of the Intercolonial Railway from L’Islet to 
Riviére du Loup and down below. 

Q. Is there any other railway in that part of the country?—A. The Temiscouata, 
yes. , 
Q. And have you got your instruments in their stations?—A. Yes. We have a 
contract with botn the government and the Temiscouata Railway Company. 

Q. You never had any difficulty about that?—A. Never. : 

Q. You have in all how many miles of toll line?—A. About 200. When I put the 
figures down I was very certain. 

Q. These figures are right?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then I will read the figures you have given to us. You say that your capital 
is $71,000?—A. No, $74,000. $71,000 is a mistake. 

Q. It is $74,000?—A. Yes. 

Q. Your capital is $74,000?—A. Yes. 

Q. Has that all gone into plant and extensions?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Is it all invested in works?—A. No, sir. 

Q. How much money have you expended in the construction of lines and equip- 
ment?—A. This statement, will show :— 


Exhibit No. 147. 
(Translation.) 


BALANCE SHEET OF LA COMPAGNIE DE TELEPHONE DE KAMOURASKA, TO DECEMBER 31, 1904. 


Inabilities. 
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$52,427 00 
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Assets. 
GU GOMeMI atm ate. os. a), st... tee BS 
Tesi enaeatreAppataties . sce sw ss, OA BBB 
eae en re eee ce Oe 2,031 96 
Pe ee ee coe 20 45 - 
Po Ui Ue rCOMIprIy etter, sc ca le Oa ek 351 50 
ETL Seng EWES a JENS ena eek i i A rr rc arr 513 16 
$52,427 00 
Certified correct, * 
Ev. Dionn3, Priest. 
L. J. Bérusé, Notary. 
Pane COTE, 
’ Joint Auditors. 
True copy, 
J: Be DUPUIS: 
Accountant. 


Q. This statement is up to December 31, 1904, and shows your capital to be $30,500 2 
—A. That is capital paid, sir. 

Q. Yes, capital paid. Bills payable, $7,760; money borrowed—this is in French, 
and I am giving the English, translation—money borrowed, $8,700; accounts payable, 
$5,297.55 ; profit and loss account, $169.45, representing a total capital of $52,427. Then 
you have assets—telephone lines, $46,463.58; instruments and apparatus, $3,046.35; 
- movables, $20.45; bills receivable, $351.50; buildings, $2,031.96; and caisse, $513.16. 
What is that ? : 

Mr. BercERoN.—Cash. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Cash, $516.18, and the statement balances. Now, this $52,427 built all the line 
and plant you have?—A. Yes, all the plant. 

Q. And they are all paid for?—A. All paid for. 

\Q. You owe nothing that this does not show?—A. Exactly, sir. 

Q. So the extent of your plant to-day represents a capital invested of $52,427?— 
A. Yes, that is right. 

Q. And according to the statement that you have sent in you have 433 telephones 
in operation ?—A. That is right, sir. 

Q. Of which 258 are residence telephones and 174 business telephones? You have 
600 miles of long-distance line?—A. The 600 miles represent wires. 

. Wires?—A. Wires only. 

. Not of pole line?—A. Not of pole line; that is wires. 

. 350 miles of pole line ’—A. Pole line, that is right. 

. And you have marked down here 200 miles of separate circuits?—A. Yes, sir. 
. You got all that for $52,000?—A. Yes, sir. 

. You mentioned that you are not able to make interchange arrangements with 
the Bellechasse Company ?—~A. No, sir. 

Q. That failure to make arrangements still continues?—A. I do not know what 
you mean. 

Q. At the present moment you do not interchange?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You have not been able to make arrangements with them?—A. That is right. 

Q. And you have been able to make arrangements with the, Bell Company ?—A. 
That is right. 

Q. Is there any inconvenience to the public by your not being able to make an 
arrangement with the Bellechasse Company? Would it be of more convenience to the 
public if you had made an arrangement?—A. In Riviére du Loup we have over 128 sub- 
scribers now, and the most part of them have to pay two telephones, that is the trouble. 
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Had we been able to arrive at an arrangement with the local company, the Electric 
Power Company of Fraserville, we would have been able to have saved money to our 
subseribers and to the subscribers of the other company. 

Q. You spoke of having a number of. telephones in use among the farmers?—A. 
Yes, sir. I see that Dr. Demers, in his evidence, told the committee that he is going to 
try a farmer’s line at $12 a year? 

Q. Yes?—A. But he is not tne first in that line. 

Q. You are doing it at $18?—A. We have been doing it for three years. 

Q. Do you find the farmers anxious to get telephones ?—A. For a good part. 

Q. They are?—A. For a good part of them, but they always find that they pay too 
much. That is the great trouble we have with them, and they wisn to have the same 
service that we give to any other subscribers. We are making a trial of this in every 
way possible. First we started one line on our poles, and put subscribers on the same 
grounded line as Dr. Demers proposes to do. The farmers have complained to us be- 
cause they are on the same line. They say: ‘We want our own instruments, our own 
service; you will have to put our instrument on your switchboard at such a place.’ 
That would mean that we would have to string two wires, one wire more, a pair of 
wires for that man, and he prefers to give sometimes two dollars more in order to 
switch on at the switchboard. 

Q. Well, we will not go into these minor details. They are very interesting, but 
we will not dwell upon them. I want to ascertain from you for tne information of the 
committee whether there is not a strong desire among the farmers to have telephones 
in their houses?——-A. For some who have something to sell. 

Q. To sell?—A. To sell in the parish. A majority of the farmers, in my idea, will 
not pay what the system costs. 

Q. They do not want to pay what you think they should give?—A. What they 
should give. . 

Q. What is the population of the district served by your line @—A. Well, I am 
not posted enough to give you that exactly. 

Q. Do you remember making up the figures at 60,000 2—A. 60,000 perhaps. © 

The CHarMAN.—You mentioned that in a communication to the committee. 


‘ By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. How many counties are there?—A. Three counties. 


_ By the Chatrman: 

Q. Kamouraska, Temiscouata and L’Islet?—A. Yes. 

Q. I suppose L’Islet is at the western end of it?—A. It is at the western part. 

Q. Do you know the total number of telephones in that district of 60,000 people, 
or thereabouts ?—A. Oh yes, we have it there. 

Q. You can tell me the total number of telephones now in operation in that dis- 
trict?—A. Well, in Riviére du Loup the other company claims to have 200 telephones. 

Q. And you have?—A. We have 128 at the present time in that town. ; 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Is the Bell there?—A. No. Taeir line is at L’Islet. That is what I find 


strange in Dr. Demers’ statement. He says that his company was the only one start- 
ing business there. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. In your statement you mentioned that the long-distance was from a quarter 
of a cent to a half a cent per mile?—A. I stated that we charged from Riviére du 
Loup to L’Islet 25 cents. 

Q. To the public?—A. To the public and nothing to the subscriber on the local 
-line. I do not know whether you understood me. When we started our business we 
Mr, J. E. FRENETTE. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENOE 639 


APPENDIX No. 1 


put two circuits, metallic circuits, on our poles, one for the local services and one for 
the long-distance. The one for the long-distance is of copper, and when we interchange 
business with the Bell Telephone Company we do it om the copper line, and we charge 
25 cents to anybody who wants to telephone to Quebec, to anybody, subscribers or non- 
subscribers. ‘hen the subscribers are given free service on our line, but to the non- 
subscribers we charge 25 cents for local service, from Riviére du Loup up to L’Islet 
5 cents in each parish and not over 25 cents. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Has your company paid a dividend at all?—A. No, sir. We have only been 
in business for two years. We obtained our letters patent in 1902. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. You have got a central onice, I. suppose?—A. In Riviére du Loup. Yes. 

Q. And how many people do you employ in the central office7—A. What do you 
mean by people? 

Q. Attendants?—A. Oh, yes. We employ two girls in Riviére du Loup; one for 
the day and the other for the night. 

Q. How much do you pay those girls?—A. $15 for the one that occupies the 
board in the day and $5 for the one that occupies the board at night. 

Q. That is a week?—A. No, a month. $15 a month. 

Q. And $5 a month?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, she must do something else, the one that gets $5 a month? Where is that 
place, is it in a post office or store?—A. It is in the centre of the town. 

Q. Are they empleyed only for that?—A. Yes, that is cheap. 

Q. How much do you pay your linemen at work on the pole construction ?—A. 
We pay our combination man $38 a day, and we pay the linemen from $1.50 to $1.75 
a day. 

Q. And they keep the line in good shape?—A. Yes, we have four men all the time 
to keep the line in good shape, two inspectors, one lineman, and the combination man. 


By Mr. Johnston : 
Q. What do you pay your inspector?—A. $1.75 per day. 


By Mr, Bergeron : 


Q. Have you any other office anywhere on the line where you have employees ?—- 
A. Yes, we have offices all along our system and we pay some employees by a percent- 
age and some by the month. Some have from $5 to $6 a month and some others have 
a percentage of 25 per cent. 

Q. Twenty-five per cent?—A. Yes. 

Q. On the work which is done?—A. Yes. 

Mr. Monx.—Has the witness stated, Mr. Chairman, the reason why they did not 
connect with the Bellechasse Company ? 

The CHaiRMAN.—Yes. The Bellechasse Company refused their personal applica- 
tion; they are rivals.—A. They are not. 

Q. They are not?--A. Well, when we built from Riviére du Loup to L’Islet the 
Bellechasse Company was not there—the Bellechasse Company was down below and at 
Levis, and neighbourhood, and we suffered from not having connection from Riviére 
du Loup to those places around the town and that is the reason why we built our line. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


- Q. Doés the Bell Telephone Company give you any assistance in the shape of 


lending you men or anything of the kind?—A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. You make a requisition do you for,help and they give it to you, or how is it 
done?—A. No, they send their men and we pay the wages which the Bell Telephone 
Company pay. 

Q. You can speak from Riviére du Loup to Montreal, Ottawa or Toronto?-—A. 
- Everywhere. 

Q. Where the Bell Company connects ?—A. Everywhere. 

Q. And the service is good?—A. Very. 

Q. Do you put anything aside each year for depreciation?—A. Not yet. 

Q. You have not done it yet?—A. No. Because we only started two years ago. 

Q. Have you made any calculation as to what you should set aside every year for 
depreciation ?—A. Oh yes, we can arrive at it pretty close. 

Q. Well, what is the calculation you have made? What is the amount you pro- 
pose to set aside?—A. About $10 to $12 per mile. 

Q. $10 to $12 per mile?—A. Yes. 


The witness was then discharged. 


Mr. Peter H. Fox, sworn. 


By the Chairman: 

Where do you live; Mr. Fox?—A. At Northport, Prince Edward County. 

. Province of Ontario?—A. Yes. 

Are you connected with any telephone company ?—A. I am. 

You have some official connection?—A. As promoter and engineer. 

Of wnat company ?—A. The Sprague Telephone Company. 

. When was that company started?—A. Established in 1900. 

. Where does it operate?—A. It operates in Prince Edward County alone. 

. Why was it established?—A. It was established to get communication to the 
rural sections. They had no communication by telephone. 

Q. Was there any other telephone company operating in that district ?—A. The 
North American was operating there. 

Q. Is it at present ?—A. It is. 

Q. Why didn’t that company meet the public demands, and not make it neces- 
sary for you to enter the field?—A. I cannot say. Orders were placed to put in tele- 
phones and it was not done. I do not know for what reason. 

Q. Your company came into existence because the other was not meeting the 
public demand?—A. It was because the demand of the public had not been met. 

Q. What part did you take in the organization of your company?—A. In arrang- 
ing the lines, selecting the instruments, the superintending of construction, and so on. 

Q. What is the extent of your system?—A. 180 miles. 

Q. Through the county ?—A. Through Sophiasburg and Ameliasburg. 

Q. Your operations are confined to these two townships?’—A. Yes. 

Q. Are your telephones exclusively in towns and villages?—A. Uountry villages 
and farming sections. 

Q. Will-you tell the committee briefly the extent to which you serve farmers on 
tne telephone ?—A. Starting in the township of Sophiasburg, where we started it first, 
we have in the neighbourhood of 125 subscribers in that township, and we serve to 
the farmers all around the concession lines, main roads, country post offices, villazes, 
veterinaries, ministers, and such like as that, and while we started in 19090 with J 
think in round numbers 25, the demand increased so much that we could not supply 
them fast enougn or build lines fast enough to accommodate them. We have in some 
sections as many as perhaps 7 or 8 farmers to a mile, while in others there would be a 
greater distance covered with not so many. 
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Q. Do you mean 7 or 8 on a party line?—A. Yes, on party lines. We have as high 
as 16 to 18 on a party line. 

Q. Would 16 instruments work satisfactorily ?—A. Perfectly. 

Q. How long have you been having as many as 16 to 18 on a line ¢—A. Since 1901. 

Q. No intention of discontinuing so many ?—A. We have not yet. 

Q. Can you use more than 6 or 18 satisfactorily on a party line?—A. We could, 
but we do not think it wise, on account of so many being on a line, for very often the 
demand for the line would cause delay. 

Q. Does the lengtia of the line have any bearing?—A. We have not found it 30 
for 12 or 18 miles. 

Q. Can you have 16 or 18 on a party line any distance up to 12 or 13 mils3?—A, 
Yes, or to 85 or 40 miles. 

Q. Satisfactorily at all distances in that length of line, so far as your experience 
goes ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What do you charge for such a service?—A. $10 a year. 

Q. And you maintain the lineg?—A. Yes. 

(). And keep up the system ?—.A\. Yes. 

Q. Do you find any demand amongst farmers and the people of the rural districts 
for that sort of service?—A. Extensive. 

Q. How many farmers’ instruments have you in use?—A. I would say three-quar- 
ters of them are farmers. 

Q. How many have you altogetner?—A. We have 180 subscribers. 

@. You have 180 altogether?—A. Yes. 

Q. About 135 then would be farmers’ telephones ?—A. Pexvhaps 185 to 150. I am 
not accurate as to the number. 

. About 185 or 150 are farmers ?—A. Yes: 

. What are the others ?—A. General stores, post offices, ministers, doctors. 

Are you extending your line?—A. We are. 

. Among the farmers ?—A. Among the farmers. 

. On the same rates ?—A. On the same rates. 

- Do you think those rates pay you ?—A. Very satisfactorily. 

. Financially @—A. Financially. 

. Is the company in a good state financially ?—A. It is. 

. Have those rates enabled you to maintain your line and pay a dividend ?—A. 
—They have. 

Q. What dividend ?—A. After allowing for depreciation, about 7 to 10 per cent. 

Q. Allowing for depreciation ’—A. Yes, and all expenditures. 

Q. What do you write off fcr depreciation ?—A. Two and one-half per cent. 

Q. You estimate a life of forty years for the telephone system ?—A. Well, in our 
system when we started we did not use as good a class of poles and equipments as we 
should have, and for that reason we will have to rebuild sooner. 

Q. You have then perhaps 20 or 30 instruments in other than farmers’ houses 2- - 
A. It would be more than that. 

Q. Thirty or forty ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What do you charge for them ?—A. $10, everybody pays the same. 

Q. Are they all party wires then ‘—A. Yes, except trunk line connections. 

Q. Do you use any exchange system ?—A. Yes, we have three centrals. 

Q. Does the Bell Telephone Company help you in establishing your line ?—A. 
Not in any way at all. 

Q. Did they take any part one way or the other ?—A. They offered some objections 
we thought. 

Q. Yes. Were they proper, or did they commend themselves to you as fair 
objections ?—A. We did not think so. 

Q. They desired, I suppose, to retain the field to themselves ?—A. I think that 
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Q. Are they still working in that field 2—A. They are. I may explain that it is 
known as the North American Telegraph Company in that section. 
_ Q. Is the North American doing business in that field ?—A. They are. 
Q. What is the extent of their operations ?—A. Pay stations-—just toll offices. 
Q. Just toll offices —A. Yes, that would be in the township of Sophiasburg. 
In Ameliasburg they went in last summer and placed new party lines—that would be 


the Bell people. 
Q. The North American ?—A. No, the Bell, in Ameliasburg. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. I want to find out if the North American and the Bell are not the same thing ? 
—A. No, it is tne North American that operates in Sophiasburg and the Bell in 


Ameliasburg. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. These are your two townships —A. Yes. 

Q. Taking these two townships together, can you tell us to what extent those two 
campanies are operating there ?—A. They have toll offices at Northport, Demorest- 
ville and Ameliasburg village. That would be the extent. Added to that there would 
be the party lines in Ameliasburg and seven or eight subscribers in the same territory 
where we are operating. 

Q. That is the extent of the operation of the other companies ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then your operations are very much more extensive ?—A. In that section, yes. 

Q. Do you connect with the Bell Telephone Company or the North American ?— 
A. We connect with the Bell at Picton. 

Q. You exchange business with them ?-A. Yes. 

Q. Do you exchange with the other, the North American ?—A. No. 

Q. Why not ?—A. We have never applied for it, never been offered it. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. What are the charges of the Bell and the North American, do you know their 
charges. You charge $10, how much do they charge ?—A. I understand in Amelias- 
burg the Bell charges $25, and that is the cost to the people on their party lines, and 
they have rights of free ecnversation to all subscribers in Belleville. 

Q. About how many subscribers would they have in Belleville ?-—A. I cannot say 
accurately. I should say 400, something like that, or more perhaps. 

Q. What is the charge of the North American ?—A- The North American has no 
telephones only toll offices 1. our section. 

Q. I suppose that this difference in prices would be entirely in favour of your com- 
pany ?—A. I think so. 

Q. Is \your company increasing the number of its subscribers ?—-A. Oh, yes. 

Q. You had no difficulty in making arrangements with the Bel] ?—A. I eannot 
say that we had. 

Q. How much did your line cost you ?—A. Around about $9,000. 

Q. How much a mile ?—A. Would you mean to include instruments ? 

Q. Yes, and we would like to know how much for poles and wires and instruments, 
to make a comparison with the others. 


The Chairman : 
Q. The total expenditure 2—A. It would average about $55 per mile. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. For the poles, wires and instruments ?—A. Yes. 
Q. What kind of wire is it A. No. 12 iron. 
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Q. You have no metallic cireuit 2—A. No. 

Q. Is it double or single /—A. Single grounded line. 

Q. I understand that your material, at least the poles were not made just as you 
intend to have them in future ?—A. Yes, they were rather cheap on the start. 

Q. So that, this price that you mentioned would be the price of building this 
A. For the better class—I might correct that any say an average of the two methods 
of construction, as I based my figures on it. 

Q: Did you have to buy the poles and everything or were they given by farmers or 
were they dear ?—A. We secured poles in the vicinity where we built our lines. 

Q. They were cheap ?—A. Yes, cheaper than we could get them now. 

Q. How much should they cost ?—A. 60 cents to $1. ; 

Q. How many to the mile ?—A. Thirty-five to the mile. 

Q. Thirty-five ? What about the erecting and the working on them.—A. We 
employed men at $1.25 a day. 

Q. How long did it take to make a mile ?—A. That would depend upon the soil, 
the digging. 

Q- But generally, how many poles could a man or a set of men put down in a day ? 
—A. Well, counting three or four men to a set, I should think, not in a rock section 
they could do about one and a half to two miles a day, according to nature of the goil. 

Q. What kind of wood were tine poles ?—A. All cedar. 


By Mr. Johnson: 

Q. What dividend is your company paying?—A. Our company is private. We 
have no incorporation. We applied for incorporation but failed to get it. 

Q. At what rate were your net earnings?’—A. About seven and a half to ten per 
cent. 

Q. How many years have you been in operation?—A. Since 1900. 

Q. Five years?—A. Yes. 

Q. What amount do you put aside annually for depreciation?—A. Two and a half 
per cent on the total capital invested. | 

Q. You think two and a half per cent is sufficient to set aside for depreciation ?— 
—A. It might not be, but we have based our calculations on that so far. 

Q. What do you regard as the life of your line?—A. The beginning we would esti- 
mate at fifteen years. Perhaps the balance of the line we would figure at 30 to 35 
years, possibly longer. 

Q. Upon what do you base that experience ?—A. I cannot say that we based it on 
anything outside of other companies, similar pole lines in that section, Judging from 
the experience of their lines, the length of time they have been built and the condition 
they are now in. 

Q. How many years have you been in the telephone business ?—A. I first started 
in 1888, gathering up some ideas about it. 

Q. With what business have you been associated ?—A. I was agent for the North 
American from 1893 to 1901. 

Q. Your experience with this business led you to the belief that the average life 
of your line would be from 15 to 35 years?—A, Yes, possibly longer, with the better 
class of construction that we have now. 


By Mr. Monk: 

Q. I would like to ask you one or’two questions. You referred to some objections 
that have been made by the North American Company to your own company at its 
initiation ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What were those objections?—A. The objections were that we should not be 
doing a telephone business, as I understood from their claim. 

Q. That you snould not?—A. That we should not enter into the telephone busi- 


ness. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Is that while you were in the employ of the company 7—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. What form did the objections take? Is there any correspondence or any- 
thing like that ?—A. It was by personal appeals of representatives of the North Ameri- 
van and the Bell waiting on me. 

Q. What did they do ?2—A. They came into my place of business, and demanded 
to see the telepaones we were using. 

Q. Demanded to see them 2A. Demanded to see them, yes, and I declined. My 
objections were that they were private property, and they claimed infringement of pa- 
tents or something of that kind. It was followed by a notice from the solicitor of the 
Bell to discontinue the use of them. 

Q. So you refused to show them ?—A. I did. 

°Q. Is that all?—A. That is alls = 
Q. Is there anytning else ¢—A. Nothing further. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Did I understand you to say that you had a central office?—A. We have. 

Q. Do you employ anybody there2-A. We do not employ any one outside the 
members of the family who keep the central. We operate one central, that is in the 
post office and telegraph. The main central is at a private house, where most of the 
lines centralize, and the switch is operated there by any member of the family. 

Q. Is that an automatic system?—A. No; it does not work automatically. 

Q. If one man at one end of the line wants to telephone to the other end, has 
he to ring in the central office and be connected with the telephone of the person that 
he wants to speak to?-A. If a subscriber wants to speak to some one who is on another 
line he would have to call central. 

Q. He would have to call central?—A. That depends upon which line he is on. 

Q. You have three centrals?—A. Yes. 

Q. The operating at central? Have you anybody employed specially for that? 
—A. No one specially. 

Q. Do you pay anybody for that?—A. It is done withiu ourselves. 

Q. Well, it does not cost anything?—A. No. 

Q. Where do you buy your instruments?—A. We get them from: Chicago, Elkhart, 
Cleveland and other places. 

Q. Different kinds ’—A. Yes. 

Q. How much did they cost you ?—A. The average cost would be about $15 to $16. 
Some are stronger than others, we pay more for some than others, according to the 
number arranged on the party line. 

Q. Your instruments are not all alike 2—A. No. 

Q. And they cost about $16, an average of about $16 2—A. About an average 
of $16. 

Q. Duty paid ?A. Yes, and transportation included. 

Q. Never bougnt any in Canada?—A. Never. 

Q. Gan you speak from the island, do you connect with any company that allow 
you to speak to Belleville or to any towns or municipalities outside of Prince Edward 
county ?—A. We talk to any point where the Bell lines reach. 

Q. Any point on the Bell lines /-A. We are connected with them at Picton. 

Q. What are your arrangements with the Bell Company 2—A. Our arrangement 
is that they take 60 per cent of the earnings derived from our section to the connect- 
ing point at Picton and add to their tariff from Picton to whatever point of destina- 
tion. ‘ 

Q. Anybody telephoning from Belleville ov the Bell to your line, does the Bell 
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pay you anything?—A. We would get 40 per cent of the 15 cent tariff from our section 
to Picton. 

Q. That would be your share ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you consider that a good arrangement ?—A. I cannot say that it is alto- 
gether satisfactory. 

Q. Did you make any remonstrance to that effect ?—A. I understand there was 
something mentioned about it, not by myself, but by Mr. Sprague. 

Q. You don’t know personally ?—A. No. 


By Mr. Roche : 

Q. Is that in the form of a contract?—A. It is. 

Q. What length of time does the contract run?—A. The contract was made for 
five years. The contract with the Bell Company is dated October 20, 1902. 

Q. Then by an agreement with the Bell you have the use of tneir lines in certain 
parts, to which you agreed ‘—A. Yes. 

Q. That agreement at the time it is entered into was satisfactory to you person- 
ally ?—A. I might say it was. 
~  Q. Have any conditions arisen since which have rendered it unsatisfactory— 
the agreement which was then satisfactory 7—A. I might explain. Tor instance, at 
Northport the North American Telegraph Company toll office has a rate to Belleville 
of 15 cents. Our rate from our line would be 40 cents. We have to take the Picton 
tariff to Belleville, 25 cents, and add our tariff for the whole line to Picton, making it 
40 cents, and the North Amercan from Northport to Belleville and Deseronto and 
other local points is 15 cents. 

Q. That is a condition which has arisen since?—A. No, at that time. 

Q. Were you aware of it at that time ?—A. We were. 

Q. Could not you have covered it ?—A. I cannot say about that. 

Q. Have you made any application to the Bell to vary the agreements ¢—A. Mr. 
Sprague informed me that he would, but I do not know that he did. 

Q. So that, if the agreement is unsatisfactory you do not know that it could he 
remedied ?—A. I could not say that it could not be remedied. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. By the North American it costs 15 cents for what costs 40 by the two others ?— 
A. Yes, 40 cents. 

Q. They give the whole for 15 cents ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is very extraordinary that your company and the Bell should have that much 
difference in the price. How do you account for that /—A. We had no other offer, 
but the location of our subscribers favoured us, they being inconvenient to the Bell. 
Vhey might be willing to pay us a higher rate to us rather than spend the time to drive 
to the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. Wouldn’t it be rather that your company, combining with the Bell, the number 
of subscribers reached would be a great deal larger than by the North American ?— 
A. We can give more connections than by the North American. We can give 180 con- 
nections, where the other two companies, the Bell and the North American combined, 
would have in the neighbourhood of 10 or 15, all told. 

Q. That, I suppose, would account for the difference in the price, these greater 
advantages?—A. I did not gather the idea—— 

Q. More advantages, as I understand, by using your company and the Bell than 
by using the North American?--A. It certainly would. 


By Mr. Roche : 
Q. Does the North American and the Bell traverse the same territory ¢—A. No. 
Q. They don’t have any connection?—A. Between the North American and the 


Bell ? 


Q. Yes.—A. Yes, they connect at Picton and Deseronto. 
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By Mr. Boyce : 
Q. So that there is a general interchange in your district between telephone com- 
panies?—A. Yes. 
Q. Except between your company and the North American 2—A. Yes. 


Q. An interhange between you and the Bell and between the North American and 
the Bell?—A. Yes. 


Q. But not between you and the North American?—A. No connection. 


By Mr. Roche : 


Q. Do you know who constitute the North American Company?—A. Mr. Bamp. 

field seems to be the general manager at Kingston. 
By Mr. Zimmerman : 

Q. Why did you leave the North American? You were in their employ ?—A. 
Well, the feeling existing between tne North American and myself was not the 
smoothest, and I seemed to be bothering them a lot by my private telephone line, and I 
asked them to remove their system. 


Q. You were running a line of your own through the section?—A. Yes. 
By Mr. Casgrain, K.C.: 


Q. I believe that you said just now that the Bell Company claimed that by using 


certain instruments you were infringing upon their patents?—A. That was the claim, 
yes 


Q. And their solicitor wrote you a letter?—A. Yes. 


Q. What did you do afterwards?—A. I did not pay any attention to it. 
right on. 


Q. You continued to use the same instruments?—A. We did. 


I went 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. WALTER Crow sworn. 


By the Chairman : 

(. What is your full name ?—A. Walter Crow. 

Q. You live at Sydney, Cape Breton?—A. Yes. 

Q. Are you connected with any telephone company ?—A. I am secretary of the 
Kastern Telephone Company, Limited. 

@. How long has it been in existence?—A. Since 1890. 

Q. What is the field of its operations?—A. Three counties in the island of Cape 
Breton and part of the fourth. I have a plan that shows our lines, if you care to look 
at 1t. 

Q. How many instruments have you in operation to-day?—A. 916. 

(. How many miles of pole line?—A. 406. 

Q. Are those instruments wholly in cities, towns and villages?—A. Chiefly in the 
towns. 

Q. Do you reach the rural districts?—A. We cover in what we call our Baddeck 
district a purely rural district, and aiso in the Arichat district. 

Q. Are the people in those districts farmers, miners or fishermen?—<A. Fisher- 
men and farmers. : 

Q. Are you extending your telephone to this class of people?—A. No we are not. 

Q. Why ?—A. Because there is no demand for it. 


Q. No demand? How are your rates regulated?—A. By the Act of the local gov- 
ernment passed in 1903. 


Q. The general Act!—A. The general Act. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. In what year did you say?—A. The year 1903. 

Q. You have had your rates approved of by them ?—A. Approved by the government. 

Q. Are there any other companies operating in that district?-A, We have sxb- 
sorbed them. There is one small company called the Southern Teisphone Company, 
wnich had about 10 miles of wire from Louisburg. 

Q. You have absorbed the others?—A. We have. 

Q. How do you connect with Halifax?—A. We built a main trunk line to the 
Strait of Canso two years ago. 

Q. They are all your own?—A. Yes. 

Q. How do you connect to Halifax?—A. By the Nova Scotia Teicphon: Company. 
The Nova Scotia Telephone Company joined us in building the cable across the 
Strait of Canso. 

Q. You are on a friendly footing with it?—A. Yes. 

Q. You exchange traffic with it?—-A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any other company in tne district?—A. We also exchange with the 
Southern Telephone Company; that is the small company that I spoke of. 

Q. Is there any other company that you come into contact win that you do not 
exchange traffic with?—A. No, there is no other company in Cape Breton but onr- 
selves. 

Q. So that peace and harmony prevails between yourselves and the neighbouring 
telephone companies ?’—A. Yes. 

Q. What are your rates?—A. In towns up to 50 instruments our rates are $20 for 
business and $15 for residences. 

Q. Yes?—A. And with towns with 50 instruments and Hider 300 our rates are 
$95 for business and $20 for residences. In exchanges of 300 instruments and up- 
wards our rates are $35 for business and $25 for residences, and we have the right to 
add $5 to each of these rates when we find it necessary to put in metallic circuits. 

Q. And are all these services’ at the preseht time ground circuits?—A. In some 
towns they are ground circuits. In North Sydney and in Glace Bay they are metallic, 
but we have since put long-distance phones in residences in Sydney on two party lines, 
independent numbers and ringers, for $20 per year. I will file this schedule of rates :— 


Exhibit No. 148. 


Rents, Rates, Tolls and Charges of the Eastern Telephone Company, Limited, in force 
on the first day of January, A.D. 1903. Approved by the Lieut. iGnicrist in 
Council, 25th day of July, 19038. 


Sydney and exchanges of 300 instruments and upwards. 


Business Residence 
Telephones. Telephones. 
For existing Blake instruments, per annum.. .. bod. Sno e, SND OD $25 00 
For long-distance instruments with metallic oe . for dis- 
tances within one mile from exchange, per annum.. .. 40 00 30 00 


(Long-distance telephones are now put in ee once in 
Sydney on 2-party lines, independent numbers and 
ringers, for $20 per year.) 


Towns with over 50.instruments and under 800. 


For Blake instruments and grounded circuits on the magneto 


system, for distance within one mile from exchange, per 
nt eee ee AM rn eM Ar St. Sha aa.» 1 20, 00 20 00 


Towns up to 50 instruments. 


For Blake instruments and grounded circuits on the magneto 


system, for distance within one mile from exchange, per 
ren ee a eras ee e's oo. «== 20. 00 15 00 
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Rents, Rates and Charges of the Eastern Telephone Company, Limited—Concluded. 


Business Residence 
Telephones. Telephones. 
Metallic circuits. 


Should the company find it necessary to install metallic cir- 
cuits instead of grounded circuits in any town in order to 
give an efficient service, they shall be entitled to an addi- 
tional charger Ol.n foek. . 6 a4) pe hee eae 5 00 5 00 


Long-distance instruments. 


For long-distance instruments there shall be added to the other 
rate, whether grounded or metallic, per annum.. ...... 5 00 5 00 


Distances over one mile from exchange. 


For distances over one mile from exchange there shall be an 
additional charge, as follows: 


Grounded circuits, per mile, per annum... .. .. .. 10 00 10 00 
Metallic circuits, per mile, per annum... ........ 18 00 18 00 


Branch exchanges. 


The rates in branch exchanges shall be the same as in the main exchange. 


N.B.—A branch exchange is one situated not more than three miles from tae main 
exchange. é 


Tolls within the County of Cape Breton. 


(a.) Between North Sydney (including Sydney Mines), Sydney and Glace Buy 
exchanges, 10 cents for three minutes conversation, and for extra minutes, 3 cents each. 

(b.) The toll for a three minutes’ conversation from and to any point on the com- 
pany’s lines other than the foregoing, and Glace Bay to Port Morien and vice versa, 
and Sydney to Victoria Mines and vice versa, within the County of Cape Breton (ex- 
cluding the trunk line to Halifax), to be 15 cents and 4 cents for each extra minute. 

(c.) The toll charge for a message from any pay station to any subscriber’s tele- 
' phone on the same exchange shall be 5 cents for three minutes, and 1 cent for each 
extra minute. 


Long-distance service. 
The rates for long-distance messages shall be 40 cents per hundred miles, a mini- 


mum charge of 25 cents for each three minutes’ conversation, and shall be arranged in 
5 cent increases as per the following table:— 


Up: to 50 imileg, ee tat oi a ee ar ie 
Hrom 61 to. 66 mileg. i.) 4, « .) tse ee ee eee 
BT BB eh a oe cle ae en an 
8 BA E100: oe Oe Sag a ee, ae ne rr 40e. 
Bat 439 PE ee Saar) tp me Soha. Sots a YES 
MAS 8 1Q6 * MO Clee ho eee) eee ae Slee 


fates on Lines of Inverness and Victoria Telephone Company. 


On the lines purhased by us from the Inverness and Victoria Telephone Com- 
pany, Limited, the rate is $25 per year for a telephone, with the free use of these lines. 
Toll charges to non-subscribers, 25 cents per message. 
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Rates on Lines of Union Telephone Company. 


_ On the lines purchased by us from the Union Telephone Company, Limited, the 
rates are the same, except that the toll charge is 15 cents from Arichat to points on 
the Isle Madame. 


By | the Chairman: 


. Q. How many instruments on one party line—the largest number you have on 
any one party line?—A. 300. 

Q. I fancy you have misunderstood. What is the largest number of instruments 
you have on one party line?—A. On some of the rural lines we have four or five; not 
more than that. 

Q. Not more than four or five?—A. No; we found it impossible to work with more 
than that. 

Q. What is the difference?—A. That is a technical matter that I do not like to 
speak about. I know that in practice it does not work out. 

Q. You heard what the last witness had to say about that?—A. Yes, 

Q. And your experience is different from his in that respect 4—A. Yes it is dif- 
ferent. 

Q. How long have you had four or five instruments on party circuits ?—A-. The 
Dominion Coal Company had six on a line that they had, bet it was unsatisfactory 
and had to come out, the instruments were frequently used I suppose and it was more 
from that perhaps than from anything else. 

Q. What do you estimate the cost of a telephone line in your district ?—A. It 
figures out with us $205 per mile. 

Q. That is the capital invested for each telephone in operation ?—A. Is $205. 

(. $205 2—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. What does that comprise?—A. That comprises everything. 
Q@ Everything ?—A. Poles, lines, wires, real estate, everything we own. 


By the Chairman: 


What do you estimate to be the average cost per mile of a single wire line and 
instrument /—A. We estimate that at $105. 

Q. Does that include the instrument ?—A. No, that does not include the instru- 
ment. 

Q. Then you will have to add ‘the cost of the instrument to that, $1052’—A. You 
will have to add the instrument over that. 

Q. What is the cost of the instrument? $20 I suppose.—A. $16.50 and $14.50. 

Q: That will be about $120 per mile-—A. Something like that, $120 per mile. 
Q. What are your long distance rates?—A. As approved, they are between North 
Sydney, Sydney and Sydney Mines and Glace Bay which are comparatively close toget- 
her we charge 10 cents for three minutes’ conversation. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. And over three minutes how much?—A. Three cents per minute. Up to 50 
miles the rate is 25c.; from 51 to 66 it is 30c.; from 67 to 83 miles it is 35c¢.; from 84 
to 100 miles it is 40c.; from 101 to 112 it is 45c-; and from 113 to 125 it is 50c. This 
is the longest line that we have. Of course we have to add the Nova Scotia rate to that. 

Q. You said, I think, you had something over 900 telephones in use?—A. 916. 

Q- Of those how many are what we would call rural telephones?—A. We made a 
close inspection of that and I do not think there are more than 80 properly so-called 


rural telephones. 
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Q. That is about 9 per cent?—A. About 9 per cent. 

Q. What do you charge the farmers for their telephone, or people using your rural 
telephone?—A. We charge them according to the scale I have given you. 

Q. It is the same scale?—A. The same scale. 

Q. Has your company paid a dividend 2A. We have paid altogether since start- 
ing 20 dividends of 3 per cent. About a year or a year and a half ago business became 
slack, rather hard times, and we desisted from paying dividends. 

Q. That covered what period of-time?—A. For the first six years we did not pay 
any dividends and then we paid them regularly down to 1903. 

Q. That would be about how many years?—A. Ten. 

Q. What rate of dividend per annum?—A. Six per cent. 

Q. The 3 per cent dividends of course were half yearly 2—A. Half-yearly. 

Q. And recently you say you have got into some little trouble 2—A. We expended 
money too freely during the boom. 

Q- You mean you expended capital too freely in the boom?—A. Yes. 

Q. From which you are not getting a return 2—A. We are not getting a return. 

Q. That was during the boom period? What do you allow for depreciation ?—A. 
We have not yet been able to allow any, but we figure that 7 per cent on the local and 
10 per cent on the long distance will be required to meet depreciation. 

Q. Is that per annum?—A. Per annum. 

Q. You figure on that?—A. That is what we figure upon as necessary but we have 
not been able to set that much aside. 

Q. You are setting something aside?—A. We are putting something aside. 

Q. How much?—A. Our depreciation account now, amounts to $5,000. 

Q. What is your total capital?’—A. $215,000. 

Q. Do you operate only in Cape Breton?—A. That is all. 

Q. You do not cross the straits?—A. No, we are joint owners of the cable across 
the Strait of Canso, connecting with the Nova Scotia line- 

Q. Then you do connect with the mainland?—A. Oh yes, we connect with the 
mainland. 

Q. With what lines do you connect there?—A. The Nova Scotia Telephone Com- 
pany: 

Q. Is the Bell Telephone Company in the island, is there any other telphone com- 
pany there than your own?—A. None except the one small company, the Southern 
Company, which operates ten or twelve miles of line. 

Q. Are you connected with the Bell Telephone Company ¢—A. No. 

Q. And you said, if I understood rightly, that the cost of construction you cal- 
culated at $205 per mile?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Does that mean copper wire or iron?—A-. That is the average, of course we 
have all kinds of construction, we have spruce poles and cedar poles. 

Q. But that is the average?—A. That is taking an average, but taking the line 
that we built, 96 miles, it cost us $290 odd, to the mile. I think I have the exact state- 
ment of that. 


By Mr Zimmerman: 
Q. Is that a rural or a city line?—A. It is a through line. 
By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. It is a through line; you are mixing the cost of construction in the city and 


in the country ?—A. Yes, I am taking the average of all the lines we have, cities, towns, 
and rural, and copper and iron wires. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 
Q. How many wires have you on that line you are speaking of last ¢—A. Two. 
Q. A double copper wire?—A. Yes. 
Q. What is the size of the wire?—A No. 12. 
Mr. WALTER CROW. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 651 


APPENDIX No. 1 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. How many central offices have you for the operation of your lne?—A. We have 
exchanges at Sydney, Glace Bay, North Sydney, Arichat and Baddeck. 

Q. Five?—A. And a sub-exchange at Sydney Mines. 

Q. That makes six. Whom do you employ in these different offices?—A. Girls 
and men operators day and night. 

Q. How much wages do you pay these people?—A. Well, we pay—the girls get 
about $20 a month when they have learned; we pay our chief operator $24 a month. 
fe long-distance operator~and toll girl $20 a month, we pay the other girls there 

16. 

Q. $16 a month?—A. $16 a month; and we pay our night operator $45 a month; 
he is a man. 

Q. How many do you employ altogether, in the six offices?—A. We employ 24. 

Q. That is about 4 to the exchange on an average. What kind of instruments do 
you use’—A. We use the standard instruments, which we buy from the Northern 
Electric Company. : 

Q. Are they made in the United States?—A. No; made in Montreal. 

Q. How much do you pay for them?—A. I think they cost about $16; they vary 


in type. 
Q. Is that where you buy them or delivered ?—A. Delivered. 
(). They are delivered at that price?—A. Yes. , 
~Q. Are they a good instrument?—A. Yes. / 


Q. Are they as good as one imported from the States?—A. Yes; we used to im- 
port the instruments from the States, and we gave it up. 

Mr. Bercrron.—This is the first case we have had I think of instruments being 
bougiat in Canada. 

The Cuamman.—The Nova Scotia Company buys from Canada chiefly, and the 
North American Company and others. 


By Mr, Bergeron: ; 
Q. And you find that it is as good an instrument as any that could be imported ?—- 


A. Yes. 


By Mr. Roche: 
Q. When you say that your rate for the long-distance is 50 cents for 125 miles, 
is that a uniform rate day and night?—A. It is cheaper at night; there is a discount 


at nig‘nt. 
@. How much ?—A. It is half rate after eight o’clock. 


By Mr. Johnson: 

Q. You said there was but one company in operation. What has happened the 
Victoria Telephone and the Union Telephone companies?—A. These companies were 
small companies that were operating; we are confined to the County of Cape Breton. 
- The Union Company was operating in the County of Ricamond and a portion of In- 
verness County. The Inverness and Victoria Cumpany was operating in the County 
of Victoria and a pox'tion of the County of Inverness, and they both approached us. 
and asked to be bought out, which we did. 

Q. They have disappeared altogether?—A. Yes. 

Q. You bought them out?—A. Yes; but we had been excnanging business for 
many years with the Inverness and Victoria Company. 

Q. And eventually you bought them out after approaches had been made to you to 
buy them?—A. By them. I do not think it was a particularly lucky business for us. 

Q. You have heard the views of the last witness regarding the life of the telephone 
line. Is your experience the same as his experience? What is your expericnce?—A. 
My experience has been this, that in the town of Sydney, possibly owing to faults, 
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misconstruction, and not knowing enough about the business—as a metter of fact, our 
whole system nas been rebuilt there three times since 1889. 


By Mr. Roche: — 


Q. You said you used spruce poles?—A. At one time, but they have «all disap- 
peared; and then we got cedar poles, and these disappeared; we have had to put up 
better poles. 


By Mr. Bergeron: : 

Q. But has the rebuilding not been because you had to put up better poles ?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. The other poles were not completely worn out or out of use, but you put up a 
better class of poles—you improved your system?—A. We improved the system. 

Q. It would not altogether mean that the life of tae pole had expired ?—A. Oh, no; 
but I can make this statement that until we began to buy copper and bronze wire we 
used iron wire altogether, but the rust wore it out in four years. 

Q. Where do you buy your wire, from the Northern Electric?—A. No, the chief 
portion of our wire is bought from Roeblings, of New Jersey. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. With regard to thé wages you pay, evidence has been given here as to the prices 
paid in other places. A witness here to-day gave evidence, and a former witness gave 
evidence, that good line men could be obtained at $1.25 per day. What do you pay? 
—A. Our chief line man gets $2.15, and the other line men get $1.80 per day. 

Q. You could not get labour of any kind at that price in Cape Breton?@—A. You 
could not get an ordinary labourer in Cape Breton for any such money as you have 
mentioned. We pay our local men in North Sydney, the only local men we have on the 
monthly pay list, $60 a month. 


By Mr. Casgrain, K.C.: 


Q. In your experience do the rural lines, farmers’ lines, pay?—A. No, they do not. 
{ can prove that from our figures here. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. What rural lines do you operate? You are operating lines in the Baddeck and 
Arichat centre, you say ?—A. I can give you a description of them. Take the descrip- 
tion of the Arichat district—that is a line beginning at Port Hastings, passing through 
Port Hawkesbury and running to Arichat, with telephones at McIntyre Lake, Cleve- 
land, West Bay, West Bay road, Grand Anse and D’Kscousse. At West Bay we con- 
nect with a private line running out 12 miles more or less from there to Marble Moun- 
tain. From Aricnat branch lines run to Petit de Gras and West Arichat. From Grand 
Anse the line continues through St. Peter’s to Lower L’Ardoise, with a telephone at 
River Bourgeoise. From Port Hawkesbury a line runs through Point Tupper, Port 
Maleolm and McCarthy’s Ferry. At Port Hawkesbury there are seven local subscri- 
bers, at Arichat eleven, and at St. Peter’s six, whose rentals give them the right to 
speak to any place in the district without extra charge. There are 70 miles of line in 
the district. As to the Baddeck district, it is a rural system beginning at North Syd- 
ney, with a line from there to Baddeck, which has telephones on it at Big Bras d’Or. 
New Campbellton, Englishtown, and South Gut St. Ann’s, at which point a branch 
runs nortn to Monroe’s Point. From Baddeck one line runs up the Middle river to 
N.E. Margaree, with telephones at Nyanza, Big Baddeck, Middle River, and N.E. 
Margaree; another runs to Marble Mountain, with telephones at Little Narrows, Why- 
eocomagh, Orangedale, Southside River, Deny’s and Marble Mountain. At Baddeck 
there are eighteen local subscribers, and they as well as all the other subscribers in 
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this district speak to any point in the district embracing 123 miles of line without 
extra charge. 

Q. Have you a statement as to that?—A. I have a statement of that if the com- 
mittee want it. Roughly, I may say we do not get our money back from these rural 
lines. 

By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Do these lines run through a thickly populated country ?—A. No, not a very 
thickly populated district. 

Q. You have not had any experience with the automatic system ?—A. No, we nave 
never tried that. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Are these people in the districts you have referred to pretty well off?’—A. They 
are ordinary farmers, such as we have in Cape Breton. 

Q. There is a percentage of them fishermen, I suppose?—A. It is a mixed popula- 
tion. 

Q. Are tney well to do?—A. The chief telephones in these country places are in 
the country stores, where they work on commission. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. There is a matter which has been spoken of very frequently, as to the amount 
of the rest account. We have had a great deal of evidence from the different gentle- 
men who have been examined, and some say they do not require any rest account; others 
say that 24, and still others say 10 per cent is sufficient. Is it on account of the dif- 
ference in construction or the difference in locality? As a matter of fact do you not 
renew constantly; are you not renewing constantly your lines?—A. We are renewing, 
yes, that is done under reconstruction. We are reconstructing all the time, but our 
experience has been that our switchboards depreciate and eventually disappear, and 
have to be enlarged and new ones have to be obtained. We have to be continually 
doing that, and the wires go to the scrap heap. 

Q. There seems to be such a difference of opinion; I could not understand amongst 
business men why there should be such a difference. 


By Mr. Casgrain, K.C.: 


Q. In your opinion, and in your experience, would these farmers lines be operated 
as well by a company such as yours, or by an association, a co-operative association 
between the farmers themselves?—A. I think we could do it better. 

Q. You think the farmers co-operative associations could do it better?—A. No, I 
think we could do it much better. We have the technical men and the experience. 


Witness discharged. 


Dr. Joserpu I. Bastien, of Rigaud, P:Q., sworn. 


By Mr. Monk: 
Q. You live in Rigaud, Doctor?—A. Yes, sir, 
Q. There has been a telephone introduced there, and it was referred to here by 
Mr. Macdonald in his examination?—A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know anything about that telephone system?—A. Well, we built that 


telephone about four years ago. It is a private line. 
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Q. It does not extend beyond the limits?—A. No, just in the village. 

Q. Is it a regularly organized company, a joint stock company ¢—A. No, just a 
private company, there is no stock in it. 

Q. Built by a few people?—A. Well, we are 25 members and are all subscribers. 
We get all the telephones. We built the line and when this line was built we divided 


the expense. 
Q. What is the total amount paid by these 25 subscribers 2—A. I think the total 


was $652. 

Q. How much for each?—A. I think it cost about $20 each, because there were two 
that were not paid for in the list. We put telephones in the C.P.R. station and did 
not charge for that. 

Q. These 25 who built the line are the 25 subscribers.—A. Yes. 

Q. And how much did the system cost you—what is its length ¢—A. Well, it cost 
about $5.50 a year, because we are obliged to pay $2.50 for the central and we pay 
$3.00 a year each for a man coming from Montreal to keep the line always in good 
running order. ‘ 

Q. So that each subscriber has to pay for maintenance @—-A, Just $5.50. 

Q. That covers all the expense of maintenance?—A. All the expenses of the year. 
| Q. How much did the line cost to build per mile? How many miles are there ?— 
A. We have only about one and a quarter miles in poles and about ten miles of wire. 

Q. What kind of wire?—A. It is all No. 12 iron wire. 

Q. Where do you purchase the instruments?’—A. We get them in Montreal. 

Q. From what company ?—A. From Ness, Maclaren and Bates. 

Q. How many companies in Montreal sell telephone instruments?—A. I cannot 
tell. 

Q. You just went to this company and bought there?—A. Yes. 

Q. How much did you pay for instruments’—A. We paid for the instruments, [ 
think, about $13.50. 

Q. Delivered at Rigaud?—A. No; we were obliged to pay express on them. 

Q. Are they good instruments?’—A. Very good. 

Q. Do you know if they are up to the standard of the Bell Telephone instruments? 
—A. Well, they make no difference between our telephone and the Bell. 

Q. Have you had any difficulty with the Bell?—A. Not at all. 

Q. Is your instrument installed in the station at Rigaud?—A. We had about a 
year ago. 

Q. Why have you not got one now?—A. I think there was something between the 
station agent and the central office, and he took out his instrument, and the Bell came 
a few months later and put their instrument in, and later we wanted to have our own 
instrument installed, but the agent told us the company would not allow it. 

Q. Have you a central office ?—A.Yes. 

Q. How is that managed? Is there a person there in charge?—A. Yes, there is a 
Jady in charge of the central. 

~ Q. What do you pay her?—A. $2.50 a year. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
. For the twenty-five?—A. The twenty-four. 


& 


By Mr. Monk: 


. Have you made any allowance for depreciation ?—A. No. 
. There is no profit?—A. No, not at all. 

. It is a mere mutual concern ?—A. Yes. 

. Are you aware tat there is any demand among the farmers of the neighbour- 
ing municipalities for an extension of the system?—A. Yes, we have a demand from 
~ Ste. Marthe and St. Redempteur. 
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Q. Do you think the farmers of your community would subscribe if furnished 
with facilities ?—A. I do not think so. 


Q. Any farmers in the neighbouring villages?—A. No. 
Witness discharged. 


Committee adjourned. 


Monpay, May 22nd, 1905. 
The Committee met at 12 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the Chair. 


The examination of Mr. C. F. Sise, was resumed. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Your bookkeeper has prepared a new statement of contingent fund as you 
wish to submit it ?—A. The statement is simply elaborated to a certain extent so 
that it may be more clear to a person reading the method of keeping accounts. The 
figures are the same as before. 

Q. It is the same statement as Exhibit No. 186 2—A. The same statement, but 
more clear. 


(See Exhibit No. 149 on next page.) 
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Mr, CurysLer.—Here is a statement, which has been prepared, of exchange ser- 
vice charges in a number of cities, towns and villages. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE ComMpANy or Canapa, Limrrep. 


STATEMENT of Exchange Service Charges in following Cities, Towns and Villages, 
according to class and period for which telephones are furnished. 


_Exhibit No. 150. 


22nd May, 1905. 

‘ County. Exchange. Business. | Residence. Population, 
PUM TOR een... He (Svan ee eal Ar Neds i otic oS oie ee oo] Bieed EY sa av ane aa 614 
AN OUI ba tet SO soshiis toes pene Oem MlSlANG coe fugu tiiee uw bcm FE co.cc TL 1) ee i, Parent 

POCA UNO ON osk eae: Se eee 1 B04 £19 3,997 
ProetepArntan nt), Weer. kok eek eta ee ese J 2 pla { 3,214 
OU toe MARC. ait, ce Aegon. $20 to $25 | $15 to $20 7,169 
| par aha We art eC ie PBap ieee! Oca coeur al hae eis as Themst2p 15-5 20 1,613 
SOUL ES TaNbiess .t)sea eee Brantiord te, Giese: Senor Pa ha, Beer oi. kee 30 Tint 30 16,619 
aris Peron eased civeeas bet = te’ il’svauis, a ela ceiet a oka sales 20 e245) Omri DNS 3,229 
Pet Ce ae OME och Sunes PVE AERO EM alert slice le ae i RGN S, cise 3 To teed 15 1 25 2,443 
Patreksowa es we toes ohn ee eek ake Loma 20 Nayar 0) 1,007 
| * Warnyiallls ry Geese er 20 » 30 15 w 25 6,704 
ae hee Noe wisn Ae: PEGG OLB Je soca. ee ay SE Scene «os 15 1» 20 1d 1 20 1,097 
Nieriis DnTe ce tomer se: Loerie 26 15 1 20 1,693 
Durkan, eee os: Beri oper. .P tate se ee et, 20 » 30 PH 125 4,188 
Bo wiwenivelle sel, AA ee es a 15 2 25 Ocite 7 oo) 2,741 
TRE ey luce ete Ant ake, Ue WA TIAS 58 ae Se A ae ND fay | Or LOM ieBH Ls 1-620 2,204 
in DRGInas oli eng e Cie eemer. 25 « 30 2 ait ae 11,485 
MBS OX ¢ Gunes fey ieee VE CROEL ced a Si ek pare ee Ey ow 25 » 30 20 1 25 12,153 
INNCALOUOML ck? nore aruneat ate we ee. 20)5a7 95 28 15 1 20 1,916 
aidimand:) £6.20. Tita WG Aare tate ee wares a Locmire25 15 » 20 2,105 
ELGLEON oe aia cAater. s PPODEVING i agonc seas HAS bere SST NOLORCMGO! ..'. 0... eal ae ee eae 
Bor ton. limited «. cass s ete ee al, $25:and Yel! $25 and Qe... 2 on 
Limited party line (100 calls month) call. call. 
$35 $20 62,684 
Rea UMDEC OC t trite dato eta ees wica> 45 ia Pati en tay cathe 
Pieetragser tase aes oe as DES OLOMCOP He. ul oe ote sce «oo: DORBED AGEs ae ues v cone cas 
Beilewilen: eeu wate ee ee | $25 to $380 | $25 to $30 9,117 
PAM ROI 4s eiieiee s eshte LR snNo@xelangey, V0 23 5: Se 
AOE Ly Seay ty Bier Cav eaa: . LOrin 1a ra hay Segeeean ei Rent ec <P a $25 to $30 | $20 to $50 9,068 
| Kingston SORT GUCe TC Op moe Cos Dos | 5 Ractreear 25 1 30 1D ae. 20 17,961 
AiO GOR 2). Bis tie ketan PCEROLO AER eis eoktycl'x ic ans CR ERAS oo 25 » 30 15 » 20 4,135 
1A 2 aaa ag oe sea PVEVON GOS fa nde sists wo PhS 207 225 Liye .25 3,023 
MARL OUR OM rye oe eine Tak. ARMS! 20 1 25 LS 25 3,588 
TEC Aran <ho Mei Oe PMI PAS clog wns WY Oa’, Wate en. 4) 20 » 25 15. 25 5,200 
PED CHVeM Alu ch tree ee Ae GS... e 25: w 80 20 » 25 15,901 
, COAT OC Cree. Nee. Noah nals 2s I OA Thies, 20 1-25 3,085 
Lincoln and Niagara....|Merriton (see St. Catharines)..........|............|....2....... 1,710 
St. Catharines, including Thorold, Mer-! 
riton and Port Dalhousie .,....... 25 1 40 25 1. 35 |) 9.946 
Ste Catharines, limited. wey): oe... Lot qe Lory Vib ei eS 2oe | 4 
Grimsby, including Winona, Beamsville 
and Jordan slic Ne voesk NuTsewelsloParcheystaecretany i Ab BD trae DOs | Sie aay hee 
Trenton. Ris EMeconeel BS cbse fol:vtan tady eh ot WAGES GN 20, Feed POetee co f 
Biv dlesex s/f. .a.\2 0a: Hondonmuntimiteds...05.,ssa5e ee, . | 40 » 45 20 » 25 !) 
Timed. fe a a Pic i 15 20 15: 1, 20.) 24,415 
& 2c. per call|& 2c. per call if 
Leila tls Gee Oe eae ated cee. $15 to $20 | $15 to $20 1,430 
Muskoka 67 stte,.u. oe: Parry: Sound. asa c ac OL 3 20 1 25 Thi w) 25 2,884 
Nipwesing ta. Vee s. eles) INIA Eeeey Manatee ccc A eee 25 20 2,530 
Brighton Rigi oral ives ah Sgt ty Sxle7.e ty ieoaiTats tm eM ot Ou ers 15 w 25 Lb yy 20 } 2,774 
bark fees ss Bes DeAVORtO see cla eh eee pn “15. ie 25 15 » 20 | 855 
DISCOOTIN LOE Ue accteniaks Aa ee s , 20 1 25 LO eo 2,479 
Whitby aise ele dae anak oPigy a etieh Sia’ Mor ele oy Wah eaTEO ely 6) Le eZ LD 25s | 21 
EAPO. MSG a? YS. TOW IS. ck. po ne ota a Le 1D oye) 25 ED ri A oe or 
rN PALATE TO Rat a ele: Ue Ah ng saul coy RE... DN eee), esi. Bis Belg et Ee ee ee 
So COM nee a 1a Pete MILES WE ica vid who $15 to $25 | $15 to $20 3,384 
Peterborough ...:. .... ANBLETIGTOUPIA CY cay OR yee tke eae CS BO 15 1 25 11,239 
Lakefield o\e,! AUR trie re Nate! eae: ah '<¥ ol oah Biel 7 @ (ohh GliEr fatral av Gt o> LOPE KwZO Botta 45) 0; 244 
1—c—42 
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SraTeMENT of Exchange Service Charges in following Cities, &e.— Continued. 


County. Exchange. 
Prince Edward ......... PRIOLON): cl oe 2 Lk QUT «nn a eee eS 
THarntrew, <. os. >. +s.caneees PeUCPORGy : a. yc ee eee. «owen eee. 
EPS iit cee aes Ceo SL ee ae 
Simcds . sc see ee aPeOUITUPGh.. a. ctemes <3 6s va e's heyee ae 
Oollingwoed.c) pink. s6.5 eee y Rex Gime 
Berlin, including Waterloo—Unlimited. 
'! " Limited... 
Waterloo PS bi oS tercig he) Mier an eee 
PA BRURIEE Venn: 5 eects kia names wamee 
Wellantitgcsic.s s-ssa% *- Ningata PAUG itu... ewes ks eee 
Wellington.7... «;..-..--- OVATWIG st Nisccuic erst ne aetna oe 
[i Roxsiniral arene oe Geter ole Bic oad o.oo 
(Rall tes pb cele ance «0, oo oo ace MRIS 
WGnEWOPtl ox ned! Sa tocles WT Aa e ciere al G oss ios ee eee een 
Ma. Eas ee Der GO.! Cente ae ary, o's o> i Se 
1 Devel ed Merge) Oink SAO Ee no re OS. 
I Ey tieytals yo 130 Seo OSes SOS Dice 
Markham, Green River and Locust Hill) 
—Rural SVBUOU). 05.104 . aaj s COR 
IASTErOL AN ROP oe sels ercisia.ae a gakeendeten 
EVViGs CO later re PE reer saa segue omsre Braars icles 
PATBUILO ULL Sac cate sa cular « Wivetititeaeet sort visix 2+» 0b ais ee eee 
Bebe ears « oi atetse ore ae AN ALG to. gis )s yn renga a 3 
BGAN AIIOTS Seneeey cr. ble ks. tical ome 
BST sprite 2S” op er ees 
TSEGHAG 4... ss oe Ate iste ae ane eee ie hn io ake sin 5 2h die 
Knowlton..... Sei: ee Slot 
COMI DION |, ao ead eae ace Cea ees oso ok eon eee 
NVgertetavalllemeeere in) wort. 2's cc Sentra sree ee 
Drammond 3 eee fea es | Dreieaaa cos ave aS ee eels 5 boo.c.” 
Huntingdon o.: cosets = RUTTEN Bags aio s +6 0 he sere Peon 
Jacques Cartier....... .|Lachine... -.. ..6. cece eee cee eee 
St. Anne ‘de Bellevue » aitas bee eee 
Toliettes ce texte eons Al cslncbieenie ee etere so. fo A ee eee 
TAOS. Aes cra LR a IIe eis. se oes oat Cee 
L’Assomption...... 0 6. 6 cece eee 
DE GPU iis. 2. ods eee oa oa 
Wawalsae.8s Bees x .|Ahuntsic...... BVA yon ae 0s Ree 
Biv SCONE IGE AUL » |. o.0:5500ken estes 
VaVis PA al oll oe ares Tee an oe vce ne eke Oe ee 
MsdISGUOL. 4 .su. a0 48 SIRO Se tie Di siy's sania) lon Bk ie caer 
(RSS AEH EC outs Sd Ee ce esas 
LQOGGEG: Sis veneer ore GE CNet es ote dnkelee CudG RES 
Richelieu......... Cre Cal oe Ae 5 a i cee rN he A 57 
Apion 7 issn eele ENON YIACMIE eri eal > «sie seeks as ee 
UT YIPEGUP ELLIS Tin = os ¢ x c+ 5 5 edele aaa eee 
ROU VULLGerrore aerate neta PEA MGRRATON CC Chis. << “a anigieos. Ge seen 
EET PROMIENG 0G. s.. 4. cae RRR ieee 
Tharville auth pita ONDE OL Ae ONE. cake oo Sila d Ba cate cE 2 
SSMBEEOTUL celine. ots s ee elae Cpe ies +s wn. Ln Gee ae eee 
LWW FOL OGee Lair vas los wks, aa rctanc ven ee ee 
PGE NEM Gs. etd «os sda ae eae CEN 
PLGAIIAUOALE. sate salience COA Ee... vs Ch ducreecl aoe RQ 
NAME... oc. hanna. dais Baan 
Terrebonne «6.2.4 ..cae wr OxPereeti) ects. ance cna ate ia eee 
PDD IRIVEIH aw, so... @suevancam cone 
VWAUCFOHILE .baceruin deck Re PORTIS... ox wick adv akoee. amen 
RITE EGAN: oo sa emule cone SAN 
WREIRTE vac, bee avn Oe 0s Hull, including Ottawa............ .. 
Oe RO eee. «+ < nin mad tenet egeie « 
Ua UTIE aks os cauc hs Seve eee me RN 
PWR Stee inns peta ea Pt etoe ae 
Portage la Prairie .... 

. OEE. T. .:. hte k axa ane be ee 
LEGG se) Gas 5 tan ska een cheers 
item A Glee. 3s con vk o's oa hae ee ee 
SONU tee: dk udm sben es sien tak 
DOSS Ce a sss.) 5 9 bo Dh ae wists Ses oe 
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Business. 
$15 to $25 
20 " 25 
20 » 25 
20. 1 26 
25 
ewer, 
.|$15 & 5e. call 
See Berlin. 
$15 to $25 
20 1» 30 
15 » 25 
15/1 25 
Dior . 30 
See Ham'lt’n 


$45 to $50 
30 


151 220 
\No exchange 
$15 to $20 
Lb uw 25 
Tew 20 
15 « 20 
20 

156 25 
No exchange 
$15 to $20 
bea 28 
15 » 25 
15 w 20 
15 oimeZ0 
25 u 30 
25 « 30 
20 

20 

16 4. ).25 
No exchange 
$30 

$18 to $20 
15°» 20 
15 « 20 
35 » 50 
15 « 25 
15 «+ 20 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
20 1 25 
18 « 20 
15 1. 20 
15 « 20 
25 . 30 
15 4 20 
15 «25 
15 1 25 
25 1 30 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
45 

15 » 20 
50 

24 

30 « 35 
30 » 35 
35 


No exchange 


$32 to $35 


ee a OOD 


| Residence. 
$15 to $25 
15 » 25 
15 1 25 
20 . 25 
25 
r 20 
$15 & 5e. call 
$15 to $20 
vA) M5. 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
To 0 
$25 to $30 
20 
15 » 20 
Ld 1220 
15240820 
15 1 20 
15 » 20 
20 
Lent 20 
$15 to $20 
15 u 25 
15 » 20 
15 « 20 
15 » 20 
20 eo 
2007 M25 
20 
25 
15; 26 
30 
18 » 20 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
25 u 45 
15 1» 20 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
16.125 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
15) ww 29 
167 25 
15 » 20 
15 « 25 
Lose oe 
15 » 2 
15 » 20 
15 » 20 
20 » 25 
15 » 20 
30 
18 
20 « 30 
20 » 30 | 
20 " BR 
20 » 35 


Population. 


3,698 
5,156 
3,153 
3,146 
5,709 


\ "9.757 


sr 


4, 344 
3,511 
2,019 
11,496 
3,373 
208,040 
1,564 


42,340 claim 
double pre- 
sent date. 

1,418 
2,911 
5,620 
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By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. What do you say as to this statement of the exchange service charges in the 
cities, towns and villages in this list 2? Is that a correct statement of the charges !— 
A. That is a correct statement. I may explain that the statement is based upon the 
census of 1901. 

Q. As to population ?—As to population of 1901. 

Q. There is a column showing the county, the name of the exchange, and the 
cost of a business telephone. ys that not the meaning of the word ‘ business’ at the 
top /—A. Business rates, residential rates. I may explain also that where the two 
rate} are given, as in many cases, that it is because of the terms of the contract which 
we have with these cities, as a rule. 

Q. Well take one at hap-hazard, Morrisburg, $15 to $25. Why do you have a 
rate for a business telephone ranging from $15 to $25 ?—A. I could not speak of — 
Morrisburg, for I am not sure whether we have a contract with that town or not. But 
take Hamilton. 

Q. Take Hamilton, there is a special arrangement with that city, apparently which 
is stated in these words : ‘Limited $25 and two cents a call.” That is limited to 
what ?—A. A limited number of ealls. For $25 they get the connection and a certain 
number of calls and they pay two cents a call for all in addition. 

Q. Then also in Hamilton, ‘ Limited party lines, 100 calls a month’ ?—A. That 
is where there are more than one on the line. 

Q. Thirty-five dollars. Unlimited, $45. You do not know why the limit for the 
$25 is the same for the non-party line, that is, where it is 100 calls a month ?—A. Not 
100 calls a month, I think that is 100 calls a year. I do not know, but we filed the 
agreement. 

Q. One hundred calls a year 2—A. About 100 calls a year. 


By Mr. Zimmerman : 


Q. Where the number is, it is for the year and not for the month ?—A. Probably 
not. ~ 

Q. I was under the impression it was 200.—A. The details are shown in the con- 
tract which we have filed. 


he By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. You do not mean that the reason for the cost ranging from $15 to $20 or from 
$20 to $25 is due to any special agreement, but you mean that the difference we see 
between a city like Hamilton and say Kingston, is that there is a special arrange- 
-ment with Hamilton ?—A. There is a special arrangement in Hamilton. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. If it is a written agreement, perhaps it is here. The agreements were ordered 
to be produced ?—A. They are filed. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
Q. Have you an agreement with the city of Hamilton 2—A. Yes, and we filed it. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Have you got a list of all the agreements ?—A. They are all here. I would 
like to state that these are original agreements and must be returned. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
Q. You produce a list of the places with which you have agreements ?—A. This 
is a list of exclusive contracts, that is what you mean in all cases ?—A. Yes, that is 
what I mean. . 


1—c—424 
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Q. There is a contract with Kingston numbered 116, the one with Hamilton is 
numbered 114.—A. That is the number of the contract. 

Q. And in reference to your explanation that there are special agreements with a 
number of cities and towns you produce a list of the exclusive contracts with cities 
and towns that are in force ?—A. We file the list. 


<*xhibit No. 151. 
LIST OF EXCLUSIVE CONTRACTS WITH CITIES AND TOWNS. 


Barrie, Belleville, Brockville, Chatham, Dundas, Essex, Galt, Guelph, Hamilton 
Hull, Ingersoll, Kingston, Kingsville, Leamington, Listowel, London, Midland, Mont- 
real West, Notre Dame de Grace, Ottawa, Stratford, Sault Ste. Marie, St. Catharines, 
St. Thomas, Tilbury, Trenton, Walkerville, Waterloo, Windsor, Woodstock. 


MontrEaL, May 22, 1905. 


Q. I will just take as a sample the Hamilton agreement which is No. 114. It pro- 
vides that the city will not for a period of five years from August 24, 1903, give per- 
mission to any other company to use the streets or lines. Provisions as to the height of 
poles follow. Then there is a covenant by the company to pay to the corporation $1,450 
on the execution of the agreement, and $2,900 a year for five years, in quarterly pay- 
ments. The company agree to maintain and keep in repair the poles and wires in con- 
nection with the city police system, and supply all new wise and any pokes that may be 
required for the maintenance and repairs of that system; that the wires strung by the 
company upon their own poles under agreement with the city shall not be removed. 
The company covenant to permit the city to use free of charge for the city’s fire alarm 
wires, the top cross arm on every pole now standing or which may hereafter be put up 
or replaced by the company; to provide an efficient telephone service for all subscribers 
in the city of Hamilton and use modern appliances therefor; to install a long-distance: 
instrument for every subscriber in the city of Hamilton free of extra charge for in- 
stallation and use, and on and from first day of January, 1905, to cancel and annul all 
agreements by the subscribers in the city to pay an extra charge for long-distance tele- 
phones. The company agree that they will not charge any subscriber in the city of 
Hamilton for an instrument used for a private dwelling house and for no other purpose, 
more than $30 a year for unlimited calling, or for such dwelling house on measured 
service plant with separate metallic circuit, more than $25 a year and two cents per 
eall, or for such dwelliug house on a party line with not more than four on a line $20 
a year with an allowance of 100 calls during each month?—A. Each month? Too 
liberal. ; 

Q. A hundred calls during each month? Calls over 100 to be paid for at 2 cents a. 
eall. The company agree that they will not charge for telephones for office,-or for 
houses used for trade or any other business purposes, more than $45 a year for un- 
limited calling, or on the measured service plant, more tnan $25 a year, and 2 cents per 
call for separate lines, or for offices, on party lines, with not more than two on a line, 
$35 a year, with an allowance of 100 calls for each month, extra calls over 100 to be 
paid for at 2 cents each. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Do I understand this is a contract between the Bell Telephone 
Company and the Municipal Council of the City of Hamilton ? 

Mr. Curysiter.—Yes, sir. . 

Q. That is what it is, Mr. Sise?—A. That is what it is. 

Q. And these are special arrangements made with the council of the City of Hamil- 
ton after negotiation ?—A. les. 

Q. The agreement is dated August 31, 1903, and is still in force? With regard 
to that method of computing rates, have you had much experience with it, Mr. Sise ?— 
of limited service and a lower rate, or charging for each call?#—A. Do you mean the 
result ? 

Mr. C. F. SISE. 
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Q. Yes¢—A. When the number of calls reach the amount that is equal to the rate 
for unlimited service, of course they drop out and take the unlimited service. 

Q. They can only drop it for the future?—A. They drop it for the future, they 
go on to the unlimited service. 

Q. They must pay according to their contract up to the time the change is made, 
I suppose?—A. Yes. | 

Q. Have you found in practice in Hamilton any considerable number using the 
limited service by preference?—A. A great many, dwellings principally. 

Q. And it is found satisfactory, is it?—A. Until the number of calls amount to as 
much as the unlimited rate. 

Q. Is there any other place besides Hamilton where the system is in operation ?— 
A. In London, Ont. 

Q. How do you count the number of calls, is there any special system ?—A. There 
is a regular system of tickets. Of course the charge is made upon the person calling, 
not the person called. And if subscriber No. 420 calls up another subscriber this little 
ticket is stamped and put to one side, and subsequently counted. 

Q. There is no method of registering?—A. No. 

Q. Automatically 2—A, No. 

Q. Would it be possible to register, or would it be more expensive ?—A. Well, it 
would not be satisfactory, because the subscriber requires to see something himself. 
You can show him his ticket at the time if he wishes to see it. 

Q. There is a letter in connection with the subject of rates in the printed minutes 
of the committee. I have a reference to it in my notes that I wanted to call your atten- 
tion to. The letter is from a man who wrote from the North-west, I think. The sub- 
stance of his letter was that the time had arrived for a considerable 1eduction in the 
charges for the use of telephones, because a great deal of the expense incident to the 
earlier years of the enterprise was now done away with, from the fact that the apparatus 
was now pretty well standardized and they were not required to discard so much useless 
telephones or other apparatus—that the increased experience was the reason why the 
company should carry on the business much more economically ?—A. I could hardly 
reply, Mr. Chrysler, without seeing that letter. I can only say as regards one part of 
it, that the apparatus is constanlty increasing in cost. 

Q. The letter is at page 2, of Appendix ‘A,’ (No. 2). I will read you the part that 
1 wanted to ask your views about :— 


‘In going into the question of the cost of operation the committee will have the 
greatest difficulty, without the assistance of an undoubted expert, in arriving at tae 
true value of any portion of the Bell Telephone Company plant. The fact is that 
any telephone plant prior to 1895 is now obsolete, and not only imperfect in opera- 
tion but more expensive to maintain.’ 

A. I would not be prepared to reply to such a very indefinite charge as that be- 
cause I don’t know to what he was referring. I would be very glad to give any ex- 
planation, or if the committee call in any expert, but that is altogether too indefinite 
a charge. ° 

Q. I only read it because it is connected with wnat follows. If you do not desire 
to say anything about it, I do not wish to ask you. Then the gentleman goes on to 
say :— 

‘Since 1895 must be taken into consideration 10 per cent annual depreciation, 
and only such portions of the plant as have been constructed since 1900 are really 
modern. You will find upon investigation that the Bell people conduct their business 
upon the principle that they must receive in returns every five years the total invest- 
ment plus dividends and operating expenses.’ 

Mr. Monx.—Who says that ? 

Mr. Curyster.—Tnat is Mr. Potts. 


Mr. Beraerox.—Who is Mr. Potts ? 
Mr. ©. F. SISH. 
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Mr. CHryster.—He wrote a letter to Mr. W. J. Roche, one of the members of 
this committee. I do not know what his information is except as it appears in tne 
letter read. 

-Wirness.—I would be very glad to give any information, but [ may say that I 
think a man making charges of that kind should do as I do, come before the com- 
mittee and submit his evidence. I cannot really reply to that because it is too in- 
definite altogether. 

Mr. Berceron.—You might ask, ‘gic William, whether there was any answer from 
Mr. Potts to your letter. I see the letter was to Mr. Roche, and that you gave instruc- 
tions to acknowledge the receipt of his letter and to ask for some information regard+ 
jng certain questions. I do not know whether he has answered to that or not. 

The CHatrrman.—Mr. Dagger says there has been no answer received. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. Well, we will not go into that any further, Mr. Sise, if there is nothing you 
desire to say about it ?—A. I am quite willing to furnish any peor nue D to the 
committee that I can. 

Q. About the other question, what do you say, or can you say Gite as to 
that, beyond what you have already said to us, as to the effect upon the cost of the 
telephone service of improved methods and experience ?—A. It has not reduced the 
cost at all. 

Q. It has not ?—A. No, it becomes: more complicated, more costly, rather than 
cheaper in every shape. 

Q. Now, as to the cost, upon your last financial statement for 1904, taking the 
local exchange earnings as stated in the report for that year, the receipts from the 
exchanges (less unearned rentals) were $1,980,185.51, and if you take the number of 
paying telephones at 66,160, you get the average receipts, and if you take the number 
of telephones in use, which you say is 70,000, you get another figure of the average 
receipts. That would be the same information, would it not ?@—A. It would. 

@. The average receipts from telephones, I have worked that out and somebody 
here at the back could do it in a moment, the average receipts from the paying tele- 
phones amount to about $30 per subscriber ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And from 70,000 telephones, taking the number that are actually in use, it 
is $27.30 I think ?—A. Yes. 

Q. So that from your whole system, taking the high and the low charges, the high 
in the cities and the lower charges in the towns and villages, which are less, you col- 
lected during the year for all telephones in use about $27.30, and for the subscribers’ 
paying telephones, about $30. So that we have in that some test to compare with the 
prices that have been given in evidence as to the cost of telephones, and in the other 
countries of the world where telephones are used. 

Mr. Mactean.—Twenty-seven dollars and fifty cents is the average price. 

Mr. Curyster.—Twenty-seven dollars and thirty cents. 

The CHairman.—lI think the true average is that for the paying ones, there is no 
complaint from non-paying ones. The average of all these that pay is $30. 

Mr. MaciEan.—Does that include the tolls from pay stations, &c. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. It does not include any at all from the long-distance lines, it should include 
toll lines from pay stations within the city ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It does include that, does it not?—A. It does. 

Q. It includes tolls paid where you are not a subscriber ?—A. For local calls. 

Q. And the other item, ‘long-distance lines,’ includes all receipts for that?—A. 
Yes, all the receipts. 
Q. I want to ask for a few words of explanation, Mr. Sise, about the exhibits 
which are printed on pages 541 to 545, just for the information of this committee. 
Mr, C, EF. SISE. 
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Exhibits Nos. 127, 128, 129 and 129a, required to be looked at together. 
Z find, Mr. Sise, on examination of this statement that the amounts written off do not 
all appear in your annual report. You have written off large items through the medium 
of accounts which are summarized in 129a. That is instead of adding to the con- 
struction account, in a year, we will take one year in which this is most apparent, the 
year 1901?—A. Yes. 

Q. You wrote off of the patent account in that year $255,750. Where that is done 
the actual amount expended on construction, on plant account, the committee will 
look at the first column, is $712,206.48, that is the outlay. Then there is deducted 
from that $50,000, and that $50,000 is not shown written off in the annual report. 
Then to the patent account there is added $1,221.25, and in the next column there is 
deducted from it $255,750. The result of these three columns is that the sum of $255,- 
750 is written off the patent account, but the net result of those four columns is carried 
out at $407,677.73 in the last column, as the net amount shown in statement expended 
each year. It took me some trouble to puzzle this out, and I want to eall attention 
to it. The members will look at the construction account at page 545, on the last line, 
but one, and they will see what is added there, is an amount in the first column of 
$712,206.48, less $50,000 written off, and it is carried out in the margin at $662,206.48, 
the anscunt which is carried into the credit of the plant and patent account in tue 
arnual report is only $407,667.73, so that in this year the company has in fact, us I 
mike it, written off $255,750. 

Mr. MacFariane.—That is off patents. 

Mr. CurysLer.—Yes, off patents. Can you follow that yourself—I could not under- 
stand how the annual reports did not have as large an amount written off, but it is 
explained in these statements, 129 and 129a. I took some trouble in working them out, 
and could not understand it until I put these two results together, and now I see that 
it is clear. 

Mr. Berceron.—What is the result of that? 

Mr. Curysier.—The result is that Mr. Sise’s early statement that he had written 
off a large amount for depreciation is established by the figures in this statement. I 
did not understand it because it did not agree with my computation 

The CHAatrMAN.—How much has been written off from patents since the beginning; 
how much has been paid out and how much has been written off? 

Mr. Curyster.—There is a statement here showing that, take the statement at page 
540. No. 126 shows the total amount paid for patents which is $578,955.17. The total 
amount written off is shown in the fourth column in the statement 129a and is $508,- 
677.50. The difference is $70,288.17, and therefore in their assets to-day there is only 
$70,000 put down to patents. 

The CHairRMAN.—Or patent rights. 

Mr. Curyster.—Yes, that is right, Mr. Sise, is it not?—A. That is right. 

The Cuairman.—Well, I speak of depreciation of plant generally from the begin- 
ning. Could Mr. Sise tell us what policy his company has pursued in regard to writing 
off for depreciation or charging up to revenue for renewal. What has been the policy, 
and what has been the result in figures?—A. We filed a statement to-day giving that 
very fully. We filed one before, but it was not quite clear enough, and we have put 
in another to-day. 

Mr. CurystEr.—That is exhibit No. 149. 

The CuairmMaNn.—Is that from the beginning ?—A. I think it is from the first year. 

Mr. McFaruane.—I think what Sir William wants is in exhibit 129. 

Mr. Curyster.—That is on page 543. I might say to the committee that I went 
over it and checked it, and with the exception that I have given, it agrees with the 
annual reports. I think there are some amounts not written off in the annual reports, 
but the way in which they are written off is shown in No. 129a. 


The CHAIRMAN.—Has it been written off on any fixed basis of percentage, or of 
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the life of the material?—A. Not on a fixed basis, but generally upon the basis of the 
condition of the material at the time. 

Q. That is, the service and the state of the business ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Taking it then, Mr. Sise, taking your plant as it stands to-day in your books, 
it is there at its present value, I presume, in the year’s annual statement?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have not written off more than you ought to have written off ¢@—A. I do 
not think that we have, I do not think we have written off as much as we should; as for 
example I will take the Montreal switchboard, to which I have referred before. That 
switchboard, which costs, speaking roughly, $200,000, will in the course of this year be 
utterly condemned and taken out, but as yet no depreciation has been charged for that, 
but it will be when it is taken out. ; 

Q. Has it no saleable value when it is taken out; this superannuated switchboard ? 
—A. Well, it is just as good for operation as it ever was, but it cannot be moved as a 
whole. Anyone looking at these boards, can see that it has to be taken apart, and the 
greater value of it is in the labour. JI should think it is a liberal estimate to say that 
that board was worth $50,000 for sale if it was shifted. I do not wish to make that an 
insurance estimate jn case of fire though. 

Q. Separate the value of the switchboard from the value of the other plant— 
there are two different kinds of plant—A. Well, the instruments become obsolete; an 
instrument that was perfectly good for the work that it was called upon to do 15 years 
ago, that is for speaking from here to Chicago or Louisville, Kentucky, is not sufficient 
for the purpose. Then the overhead lines depreciate very rapidly. The underground 
conduits depreciate very slowly, but the cables in the underground conduits depreciate 
very rapidly on account of electrolysis, the underground current. We take up a cable 
and find it completely honeycombed, and, as you know, if any dampnéss gets into the 
cable there is an end of it. We consider that depreciation in the underground conduit 
can be covered perhaps by two per cent, but the underground cable cannot be covered 
by any such percentage. 

Q. Are the wires capable of being used again ?—A. The wires are worth very 
little, except as copper. Wen we take them out we cut the cable up in lengths and 
run the lead off it for the value of the copper that is in them . 

Q. What is the material with which the conduits are lined—what is it, the con- 
duits that the cables are carried in ?—A. As a rule it is a clay conduit. We have 
some of iron and some of iron lined with cement. 

Q. Do you apply tie name conduit to the pipe or to each hole in the pipe ?—A. 
We apply the term ‘ duct’ for a single pipe and the term conduit is applied to a num- 
ber of ducts laid in the same trench. 

Q. To a number laid in the one trench ?—A. If one only was laid we would call 
it a duct. . 

Q. I suppose that it is according to the requirements of the business how many 
ducts you put in in the one trench ?—A. I think we have thirty in some places. 

Q. You have as many as thirty ducts in one conduit ?~A. Perhaps more. 

Q. What is the diameter of the duct ?—A. It is three and a half inches. 

Q. How are the wires taken through that ?—A. They are led through manholes 
at the street corners. 

Q. How are they arranged, in cables ?—A. In cables, wholly in cables. 

Q. That is the principle. All the wires are covered with a lead covering ?—A. 
The wires themselves are insulated before being put out into the cables. 

Q. How ?——A. With paper; formerly it was cotton and parafine. 

Q. How many wires are there in each cable ?—A. Up to 600—600 pair. We have 
never done it, but it can be done. 

Q. Six hundred metallic cireuit lines ?+—A. Yes, we have never done it. 

Q. Then if you had thirty ducts in a conduit, and fill them to their capacity 
with 600 to a cable, you would have 18,000 ?—A. Of course if we carried 600. Dut 1 
was stating how many could be put into a cable. 
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Q. Your practice, I mean.—A. 200 pairs. 

Q. With thirty ducts you can put in 6,000 return wires 2—A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell us what that would be worth for a mile of such *oaduit 2—A. Tt 
varies very greatly. I cannot tell you off-hand what the price would be. It varies 
with tne price of copper and the price of lead. We will file those prices. 

Q. Then you said a long time ago in your evidence—that is the reason I am ask- 
ing now—that you would charge to revenue the price of such work where it was 
required for the present needs of the exchange?—A. Present use. 

Q. In laying such conduits do you not provide for the future 2—A. In most 
eases. If we were laying conduits and had 1,200 subscribers in a town or were lay- 
ing a conduit through a street waich to-day had 500, we would not think of laying 
less than a capacity of 1,000 on that street. 

Q. You would not add wires for more than the present number ?—A. No, but 
we must lay the conduit and the pipes. 

Q. The ducts may be left unoccupied until filled with further cables 2—A. Yes, 
the loss is to us in the meantime. 

Q. Loss of capital invested 2—A. Yes. 

Q. The loss is in the sum expended in laying ducts and not in placing wires in 
advance ?—A. We would not place the wires until they were required. 

Mr. Monx.—Do you think the committee requires all these details % 

Mr. OCurysier.—These have just arisen out of the evidence on a former occasion 
as to future requirements. 

~Q. Mr. Sise, there were a couple of statements asked for before you began. What 
is this statement ’—A. This is a statement of the number of exchanges, or of agen- 
cies and the number of stations, from 1881 to 1904, inclusive, showing the yearly 
growth. 

Q. Graphically ?—A. Yes. 


EXHIBIT No. 152. 
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Winkler, Man. 4 
Finch, Ont. Ly 3 
Reiwood: Gren et. eee 3 
Miontumaiber Ont...) alee. s 3 
Plantagenet, Ont’... .. . 3 
Port Stanley, Ont .. 3 
Unionville, Ont.. Fie Sg). Ma a 
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By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Here is a diagram (Exhibit No. 152a), illustrating by coloured lines the an- 
nual growth shown by the previous statement. The colours are referred to in the 
other statement, but what is the black line 2—A. The black line is the number of sub- 
scribers from 1881 to 1904. 

Q. The red line ¢—A. The red line is the number of agencies, and the yellow line 
the number of exchanges, showing their growth from year to year. 

Q. Here is a statement (producing document). What is it 2—A. The number of 
agencies and the number of subscribers. 

Mr. Curyster.—Mr. Sise puts in a list showing the agencies of the company and 
*he number of subscribers at each. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. There is a summary in that statement showing the .total number?—A. Yes, 
the number according to that statement is 468 exchanges, and now in reference to the 
remarks made that we have not developed business in the smaller places, I want to 
point out to you that of the 468 exchanges, 182 had 10 subscribers or less, 70 had 20 or 
less, 29 had. 80 or under, 53 had 50 or under, 56 had 100 and under, 65 had 500 and 
under, 6 had 1,000 and under, 5 had 5,000 and under, and 2 had 15,000 and under, mak- 
ing 468 exchanges, of which a very great number, the very great majority of them, have 
not 100 subscribers, which, I think, should answer the charge that we have not de- 
veloped the small places and given the farmers connection. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Referring to Exhibit No. 152. In one column, under the head ‘number of 
stations,’ it gives figures—just to make this statement plain, I would like to ask what 
this means. I understand the word station means a telephone ?—A. Yes. 

Q. For example, then, it begins, column to the left, the year 1881. Opposite at 
the right are the figures 3,100. That means 3,100 telephone instruments in use in 
Canada in 1881?—A. Well, hardly in the Dominion of Canada—in our territory. We 
did not operate the whole of the Dominion. 

Q@. Then this column under the head ‘number of stations,’ shows the figures oppo- 
site each year from the year 1881 to 1904 showing the growth of the number of instru- 
ments?—A. The annual growth. 

Q. Showing that whereas in 1881 the total number of instruments in use was 
3,100, in 1904 it was 69,8762—A. That is correct. 

Q. Does that mean the total number, paying and non-paying?—A. That is oe 
think, the total number, paying and non-paying. 

Q. It shows the growth of the number of instruments?—A. To the end of 1904. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Mr. Sise, you have rights over all the roads and streets in this country by your 
charter, that is your contention?—A. It is. 

Q. And I see by your Articles of Incorporation that you are given powers to make 
connections for the transmission of messages by telepbone in Canada, or elsewhere, 
with the lines of any company or companies in Canada or elsewhere?—A. We have 
that power. 

Q. Well, do you connect with other companies?—A. With a great many, I have 
filed a list of 40 of them. 

Q. Under what conditions?—A. The conditions are filed, the contracts are all 
filed here. 

Q. Did you make the conditions?—A. We agreed with them as to the conditions. 

@. Then do you refuse to make conditions in any case?—A. We do not refuse to 


make conditions. . 
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Q. I mean to make connections 7—A. I think we have, at times. 

Q. You were given power to make connections, but you reserved the right to 
make connections. You do not consider there is any compulsion on your part to make 
connections, or to give connections ?—A. We do not consider that there is any com- 
pulsion. 

Q. You do not consider that in giving you a great public franchise, and the power 
to make connections, that you are bound to make all connections that you are asked 
for?—A. Not at all, we might ruin our own service by doing so. 

Q. So that, as a matter of fact, the company enjoys great public franchise and 
rights and refuses to give connection?—A. You should put in ‘under conditions ’; 
you are rather broader in your expression than I would be inclined to reply to. e do 
not refuse to make connections. 

Q. But you do refuse to make connections?—A. Under certain considerations we 
do. 

Q. You have requested the Grand Trunk and the Canadian Pacific Railway to 
order out of their stations independent telephones 2—A. Not to all of them. 

Q. But you know of cases?—A. Wherever they required it. 

Q. But you have ordered the Grand Trunk and the Canadian Pacific Railway and 
other railways to order out telephones from their stations by reason of tne agreement, 
the exclusive agreement, that you claim you have with them ?—A. We had that power, 
but it has been ended by Act of parliament. 

Q. Which?—A. The power for us to compel the railways to put them out. 

Q. But you have ordered them out of several places?—A. Not since the Act of 
parliament—the amendment to the Railway Act. 

Q. But both Mr. Hays and Mr. MeNicoll have said that in obedience to that con- 
tract they have refused to allow other independent companies in?—A. I doubt whether 
they have done that since the amendments to the Railway Act. 

Q. At any rate you have not, since the amendment to the Railway Act, ordered 
them out?—A. No. 

Q. So you consider that the Act of parliament practically compels the railways 
to give connections?—A. My interpretation of the Act would be of no value; the Act 
speaks for itself. 

Q. But since that Act was passed you say the Bell Telephone Company has not 
ordered the Grand Trunk Railway, the Canadian Pacific Railway or any other railway 
company to order out any independent telephones that might be in their stations ?—A. 
T do not know of any case, but no doubt if any case ‘fas arisen where we have been 
asked to we have done so. 

Q. Well, that Act was passed nearly two years ago, and there have been grievances 
stated here. The Act was passed in 1903, two years ago, and a good many witnesses 
have stated tha: connections have been asked for and were refused?—A. None of them 
have stated, I think, that it has been so since the amendment to the Railway Act was 
passed. I do not like to be sure about it. 

Q. Is it not so, that in cases where you have had no local lines you have ordered 
the railweys, probably before you had a contract, you have forbidden connection with 
independent companies?—A. Not since the amendment to the Railway Act. 

Q. But before that?—A. That I can hardly go into, because the power to do so is 
at an end. 

Q. But in places where you have no service, you have asked the railways to order 
out the independent line?—(No answer.) 

Mr. Monx.—I do not think he has answered that question. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Have you ever ordered the railway companies to put out an independent tele- 
phone?—A. We have declined—the usual course has been for the parties to apply to 
the railway, and the railway at times ‘nas referred to us, and as a rule the railway re- 
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plies that in view of the contract they have with the Bell Telephone Company—of 
course this is prior to the amendment of the Railway Act—they could not allow them 
to be placed there. 

@. But have you ever taken the initiative and ordered the railway to put out any 
of these independent telephones?—A. I doubt if we ever have. On the other hand, I 
may say that wherever we have had no exchanges, and where we have had no instru- 
ments of our own at the stations, we have immediately complied with the request of 
the railways. ) 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. I think that is of some importance, because the fact that you have contracts 
with the railway company is one thing, and taking the active part of ordering the rail- 
ways to take them out is another thing ?—A. I do not think we have ever ordered them 
out. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Then you have in answer to correspondence told the railway companies that 
you would consider the allowance of telephones in their stations a breach of their con- 
tract with you?—A. I do not recall any such correspondence, but I think it would be 
perfectly proper if we had done so. 

Q. We have correspondence here showing that you have done so, because the rail- 
ways were ordering them out on that ground?—A. I do not think that is exactly a pro- 
per way to state it. 

Q. Then you state it if it is not?—A. I think Investigation would show that they 
applied to the railway company for permission to put in their instruments in stations; 
naturally they would have to do so, whereupon the railway company would ask us if 
we had any objection, and if we have aa instrument there no doubt we weuld reply 
that we had objections. 

Q. Take Locust Hill. The people asked the Canadian Pacific Railway agent to 
allow an independent instrument to go into that station. Mr. Shaughnessy over his 
own hand, said they could not go in by reason of his contract with you. And in other 
cases—I will have to get specific cases—witnesses have stated here that they were anxi- 
ous to get into the railway stations and that the railway authorities ordered them out 
because you had asked them to order them out?—A. I think the way in which you put 
that statement, Mr. Maclean, shows that it is precisely as I said, that the initiative was 
pn the part of the railways and not on the part of the Bell Company. You said they 
applied to Mr. Shaughnessy and Mr. Shaughnessy said they could not put it in. 

Q. Then we had Mr. McNicoll and some other witnesses who say they ordered out 
the *phone because of letters received from your company?—A. I do not know. These 
letters would have been acknowledged. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—Mr. McNicoll stated in his evidence that when application was 


. made by independent companies he never allowed them because he did not wish to 


break his agreement with the Bell Telephone Company. 

Mr. Monx.—-That is a very different thing. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—He said he had a good arrangement with the Bell and he felt in 
honour bound to earry it out. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Was that before or after the amendment to the Railway Act? 
Will you allow me to remind you of something that you have asked, Exhibit 4, paga 
46, the evidence of Mr. A. Hoover. This is what Sir Thomas Shaughnessy wrote to 
Mr. Hoover :— 

‘Very sorry that we cannot comply with your request unless it be with the consent 
of the Bell Telephone Company, with whom we have a contract for privileges in our 
stations.’ 

That is dated the 5th of February, 1903. That is before the Railway Act was in 
operation. 


Mr. MacLeAn.—L know. 
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Mr. ZimMerMAN.—It does not matter. But the Railway Company acknowledges 
the agreement with the Bell Telephone Company and they were only carrying out their 
arrangements. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. But witnesses have told us here, from New Brunswick, that they had ‘phones 
in and were ordered out and that this was traced back to the Bell?—A. I beg ycur 
pardon. We don’t operate there at all. 

Q. It is an associate company?—A. Not at all. No, no. 

Mr. Caserain, K.C.—That has been disproved absolutely here. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. I will undertake to give the case. I will ask you another question. Do you 
discriminate in your rates for telephones between equal villages, between equal towns. 
I am not making them exact equals. Have you different rates for towns of tne same 
size and villages of the same size and cities of the same size?—A. We intend to make 
these rates as uniform as possible, but as I explained here the other day, parties request 
us to install an exchange in a place of 100 subscribers and we make our rates based 
upon 100 subscribers. In a short time the village grows to 150 or 200 subscribers. We 
have not the power to increase those rates, to make them coneur with the rates in other 
places of 200 subscribers without coming to Parliament, and I need not say to you that 
we do not like coming to Parliament. 

Q. Do you think the Bell ought to give an equality of treatment as near as possible 
to cities and towns of the same size?—A. We endeavour to make them as nearly equal 
as possible. 

Q. Do you not as a matter of fact almost make it free ‘phones in some towns where 
it is in the interest of your business?—A. We certainly do so if it is to our interest. 

Q. You make a cut rate?—A. I beg your pardon—you are speaking of free tele- 
phones. 

Q. You change your rates in towns. There are towns all over this country in 
which there is a much lower rate than in towns of a similar size in other parts of the 
country ?—A. It is not’ the policy of the company. 

Q. Whether or not it is the policy, it is a fact that you have these different rates ? 
—A. Ido not think our schedule of rates will confirm your statement. It is filed here. 

Q. There is a discrimination in rates. There is no equality of treatment in your 
rates’—A. The schedule of rates is filed here. 

Q. Let me put it in another way. In many places you throw the long-distance 
phone in with the annual rental?—A. We might if we thought we were going to get 
business. 

Q. And in other places you put them in for $5 a year extra?-A. We put it in 
if we think we are going to get a long-distance revenue from it—we do most assuredly. 


By Mr. Zvmmerman: 

Q. Mr. Sise gave us an instance this morning of Hamilton, where they charged 
$5 for the long-distance telephone, but have now made a special arrangement with the 
city whereby this is to be deducted from the subscriber’s cost of the telephone?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. And the long-distance instrument was put in in all cases. That was under a 
distinct arrangement. They got a concession from Hamilton, and that is part of the 
concession, the reduction in the price. In any city where they don’t get a reduction 
they would charge $5. I presume that is your idea, is it not?—A. That is my idea. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. In some cities there is a discrimination in some shape or another. If it is not 
in tne rental it is in the use of the ’phone, and in some others almost free ’phones ?—A. 
We have had no complaint from those having free *phones. 
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Q. A great many people think that a great company enjoying a public franchise 
should give equality of treatment, the same as the railways are supposed to do. 
Mr. Cascrarn, K.C.—Are they doing it? 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. I want Mr. Sise’s opinion as to the policy of his company as to whether the 
Bell does not discriminate as between cities and towns?—A. It is not our policy to dis- 
eriminate. 

Q. But, do you discriminate? JI will put it this way: Have you not discrimin- 
ated in that way ?—A. I think what we have done has been more in favour of the press 
than anything else. 

Q. The press will nwo look after itself?—A. I may say that is the only dis- 
crimination, and that is done on the quid pro quo. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Do the press get free telepnones?—A. No, they don’t get free ’phones. We will 
reduce their rates, and take out so much in advertising. 
Mr. Bercrron.—It is a matter of business. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Isn’t it a discrimination to take out in trade with one man and make another 
pay in cash ? 

Mr. Mactean.—Perhaps. 

The Wirness.—The other might be a business proposition as well. 


| By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. It might be in the interests of your company to make a discrimination between 
towns ?—A. Yes, and in the interests of the parties ? 

Q. Yes?—A. Then, who complains? 

Q. The town that has not that equal advantage.—A. It is not in towns, it is indi- 
vidual cases. 

@. Then the individuals in the town—practically, then, you consider that there 
is discrimination ’—A. I can only state as I have stated before, that it is not our policy 
to discriminate in rates. 

Q. No?—A. I do not know that it has ever been charged before against the com- 
pany tnat they made any discrimination in rates. I have been.not very long receiving 
complaints—about 25 years—and I never yet had a charge that the Bell Telephone 
Company discriminated in its rates. 

Q. Is it a fact that some towns and villages have ’phones for $15 and $20 and $25, 
and others get them for $12? 

Mr. Berceron.—It may be the difference in the towns. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. No, I am talking of equal towns?—A. You are asking me the policy of the com- 
pany. I say it is not the policy of the company to discriminate, and I know of no 
cases where tnere have been discriminations. 

Q. You know of no case where there has been discrimination?—A. I cannot make 
my reply any stronger than I have. I know of no cases of discrimination. 

Q. Have you not some villages that you serve where you charge $12 or $15 and 
others where you charge more?—A. I do not know. I think I have gone into that very 
fully. 

Q. That is all I want, your answer ?—A. I have explained that as a village grows 
we cannot increase our rates. 

Q. In your opinion there is no discrimination in rates. What do you call what 
you did in Port Arthur, in order to fight the municipal system there, what do you eall 
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that?—A. I do not call that discrimination. If we let every one of our subscribers 
have the same rate where is the discrimination ? 

Q. There are towns in Canada that get ’phones free or at $5 a year?—A. I trust 
that there are none. . 

Q. Isn’t that discrimination? The fewer the better?—A. The fewer the better. 

Q. There are a few which have been getting very low rates?—A. I do not know 
about that. But I do not consider it is discrimination where everybody gets the same 
rate. : 

@. Your discrimination is as between communities. Why should not Ottawa get 
a $5 rate?—A. That is rather a broad question. There was a time when in Peter- 
borough we charged nothing for our service, and your argument would be that we would 
have to give a free service all over Canada. 

Q. There may be some people think they are entitled to it. I am satisfied with the 
answer—practically that there has been discrimination in some places.—A. I beg your 
pardon. I take the ground that there is no discrimination. 

Q. As a matter of fact, you have been giving people this Bell service in Port Arthur 
and Fort William for a very low rate?—A. We have, yes. 

Q. As low as $5 per annum?—A. JI do not know; I doubt that very much. 

Q. What rates, then ?—A. I am quite sure we have not given it to them as low as $5. 

Q. In Peterborough you gave it to them for nothing. That is very cheap.—A. I 
‘do not know that anybody in Peterborough ever objected. 

Q. But towns of similar size would like the same privilege, the same rate. 

Mr. Brerceron.—How would the company like ? 

Mr. Macrean.—That is for Mr. Sise to find out. 


Examination adjourned. 


The Committee then adjourned. 


Turespay, May 238, 1905. 
The committee met at ten o’clock, Mr. Zimmerman in the chair. 
The examination of Mr. Sise was resumed. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. We were discussing yesterday the question of discrimination and I have taken 
scme of the charges which the Bell Company make in order to show discrimination 
and I wish to ask you about it. The town of Meaford has a population of 1,960, and 
the rates are $20 to $25. Dunnville has a population of 2,100, less than 200 difference, 
and the rates for ’phones there are from $15 to $25. Whitby has 2,100 population and 
the *phones there are also $15 to $25. In one case that of Meaford the rate begins at 
$20 and in the others at $15. What is the reason for the difference?—A. Meaford $202 

Q. Yes.—A. And the population, what? 

Q. 1,960.—A. And the number of subscribers? 

Q. I do not know the number of subscribers—A. Well, I am very sorry that I 
have not that statement with me, Mr. Maclean, because the value of the exchange 
depends more upon the number of subscribers than upon the population. I will look 
into that and have it ready for you. You see the difficulty, Mr. Maclean? It is the 
number of subscribers rather than the population that fixes the rate. 

Q. Then as the’ number of subscribers increase the rates increase?—A. I fully 
explained that yesterday although you may not recall it. The rate at Meaford 
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- By the Chairman: 


Q. Pardon me, Dunnville has 39 subscribers and Meaford 73.—A. Let me have 
that sheet a moment. Meaford has 73 subscribers and Dunnville has 39. Well I think 
that of itself, the fact that Dunnville has but one-half the number of subscribers that 
Meaford has, shows that it is only worth one-half as much. 

Q. But you charge $5 additional?—A. Well that accounts for the discrepancy. 
I think we ought to raise Meaford under those conditions and let it pay $30. 

Q. Then the tendency is the greater the service in a town the higher the rate ?— 
A. Well, it is more valuable and costs us 

Q. It is more valuable, I admit that. Then take another class of towns beginning 
with East Toronto with 1,564 population?—A. East Toronto? 

Q. Yes, with 1,564 population—A. Does not East Toronto form part of Toronto? 

The CHairmMan.—East Toronto is evidently not on this list. 

Mr. Macirean.—It is on the exhibit containing a statement of the rates. However, 
I will begin at the other end. I will take Hamilton and Ottawa, two cities of about 
the same size, and I find your rate for business "phones in Hamilton is $45 and in 
Ottawa it is $45, but your rate for residences in Hamilton is $30 and in Ottawa it is 
$20 to $25. Why that discrimination between residences in these two cities of about 
equal size and population?—A. They were both under contract? 

Q. Yes.—A. They are both under contract, exclusive contract and I should assume 
that was all we could get out of them, if that is a sample. There is no doubt it ought 
to be $30 in Ottawa. 

Q. Ottawa ought to be $30, but it does not happen to be, but in Hamilton it is $30. 
—A. I suppose it was the best we could get. 

Q. Then there is discrimination? In the best you could get there is discrimina- 

:0n as a matter of fact?—A. Well, there may have been other conditions, Mr. Maclean, 
in the contract. We pay a very large amount of money to Hamilton in cash. 

Q. Yes’—A. More, I think, than we do in Toronto. 

Q. Well could you tell us as to that?—A. I assume there were conditions which 
warranted that change. Hamilton was well aware of the Ottawa contract when it 
was made. Hamilton had before it the Ottawa contract because it was made previous 
to the Hamilton contract. Both cities were well aware of what contracts were being 
made. 

The CHairnMAn.—What is the difference in the amount ?— 

Mr. Maciean.—In both cities the charge for business *phones is the same, $45, but 
in Hamilton the rate for residences is $30 and in Ottawa it is $20 to $25. 

The CHarrMaN.—Well, we will have to have that changed, it will never do. I 
find that Ottawa has 2,999 ’phones, ard in Hamilton there are 2,020, so that Ottawa 
has more ’phones. 

The WitnEss.—One-third more. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Well, we will take Berlin and St. Catharines. One has 9,900 population and 
the other has 9,700. A business telephone in St. Catharines costs from $25 to $40, and 
in Berlin the rate is $25 to $30, why that discrimination ?—A. Probably from the 
same reason. There are contracts in both places and at St. Catharines I believe there 
are a very much larger number of telephones than in Berlin. 

Mr. Macrean.—Well, let us see the number of telephones in Berlin. 

The CuHairMan.—In St. Catharines the number is 648 and Berlin 309. 

The Witness.—That is sufficiently plain, I think. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Well then Berlin pays less, it gets off with $25 for residences ?—A. It has not 


one-half the service. 
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By the Chairman : 


Q. That does not apply between Hamilton and Ottawa then ?—A. You will un- 
cerstand, Mr. Maclean, that the key to the whole question of rates is rather the num- 
ber of instruments than the population. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. In other words, the general principle is, the greater the service the greater the 
number of telephones linked up together —A. The more it costs us and the more 
it is worth to them. 

Q. Was not one reason why Ottawa got better terms because some kind of com- 
petition was threatened ?—A. I do not know of any. bona fide competition or opposition. 
There never was any that I know of. 

Q. Was there not an offer made ? There was talk, and wherever there is talk of 
competition the tendency is to reduce the rates or it has in some eases. Jor instance, 
Port Arthur has reduced the rates.—A. Are the rates reduced there ? 

Q. I think so, I think from $7 to $5 up there, from the evidence we have had.— 
A. I doubt it, I have been there myself. 

Q. What is the rate in Port Arthur ?—A. I am not prepared to say, but I do not 
think it is $5. 

Q. All right, we will leave it at that. It is evident then, from the figures that I 
have read, that there is a difference between the charges.—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. In similar towns, but there would be a reason as to that difference in charges ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. But there is a difference ?—A. Yes, there is a difference, but I may say 
that in all cases in fixing a scale of rates, whether by me or by anybody else, it would 
necessarily be based upon the number of telephones rather than upon the population. 

Q. Then, Mr. Sise, you told us yesterday that your company was chartered to 
give a telephone service to subscribers. That is in your charter, to give a telephone 
service ?—A. No, it is not to give it. 

Q. Well what ?—A. To furnish it under rental. 

Q. Well to supply a service ?—A. Yes, to supply a service. 

Q. To supply a service. And at one time you did not have to supply that to 
everybody who asked for it, but only to those to whom you made up your mind to 
give it 2A. I do not think we ever refused to give it. 

Q. Well but it was not compulsory ?—A. No. 

Q. But it has been made compulsory since ?—A. It has, yes, by an amendment 
to the charter. 

Q. By an amendment you are compelled now to give a service, but you were not 
in the first instance compelled to do that ? Then by your charter to-day you are au- 
thorized to make connections with other companies ?—A. I assume that we are. We 
always have been. 

Q. You always have been authorized ? Would it not be a great hardship if you 
were compelled to give a service to other companies ?—A. It all depends upon the 
conditions. It would certainly be a great hardship if we had to give a service to a 
competitor. 

Q. lf you had to give service to a competitor you would consider that a hard- 
ship ?—A. May I give you a case in point? 

Q. Yes.—A. We will assume that you and other gentlemen build a line from here 
to Montreal. 

Q. Yes ?—A. And we were compelled to give you connection. 

@. Yes?—A. You compel us to bring that line into your exchange here and our ex- 
change at Montreal, make use of a million of our capital at these two places, and then 
after getting that line built in opposition to us to do the work for you with our money, 
you with your greater popularity go around to your friends and you want them to 
call up and use the Maclean line to Montreal instead of ours. You having no capital 
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in it or anything else, could do the service at one-half the cost that we do, but I do 
not consider that would be fair or just. 

Q. Then I will put it to you in another way. Are you by the law compelled now to 
give a public service at your pay stations to whomsoever asks for it and is willing to 
pay your charges?—A. We are not compelled to have any pay station at all. 

Q. I know, but if you have a pay station are you compelled to give the public ser- 
vice there ?—-A. I do not understand it that way. 

Mr. Monk objects to witness being asked a question upon matters of law. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Do you do business at your pay stations?—A. We do business with the public 
at our pay stations. 

Q@. And if I came in there, if say I was the owner of this Maclean line that you 
were speaking about?—A. Yes. 

Q@. And I went to one of your pay stations and asked you to give me connection 
with Montreal you would do so if I paid your rate?—A. We would,. doubtless. 

@. You are giving a service at your pay stations?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the difference between my coming to your door and asking you to 
transmit a message to Montreal and coming in to your office by wire and there giving 
the business? Would it not be one and the same thing?—A. We do a great deal of 
that where they do not compete with us. 

Q. Where they do not compete with you?—A. Where they do not compete. 

@. But by reason of competition you say you decline public business ?—A. We do. 

Q. If you think it is an injury to your business?—A. It has never occurred yet. 
I say we would do so. 

@. Then the public are not to get the best possible service under the Bell system? 
—A. I beg your pardon. I take issue with that. We give a better service than any- 
body else. 

Q. Quite possibly but you do not get this service according to your admission ?— 
A, There are no long distance lines in Canada. There are no long distance lines to 
compare with ours in any way. 

Q. I am not disputing that at all?—-A. But you say they give a better service. 

Q. I say the public would get a better service?—A. How could they, if they do 
not get a good line? : 

Q. I mean they would get a better service if they could use all your lines under 
all eonditions?—A. There is no case of a competing company paralleling our line. 

Q. I am not speaking of a company competing against your’s?—A. I beg your 
pardon. ) 
Q. But I am speaking of the right of the public to go into your office to do business 
and have it transmitted? You say that you are willing to receive business at your 
pay stations and transmit it? But if they came in to you over the wire and paid you 
the same rate would you consider that?—A. Not when it is a direct competing line. 

Q. Supposing it is the city of Ottawa and the company came in from the back 
country and came in on their wire, would you grant connections ?—A. Most assuredly, 
if their lines are built absolutely according to our specifications. 

Q. But do you not as a matter of fact condition these connections, requiring all 
these local companies to keep themselves in their own territory or in territory that 
you delimit ?—A. Not necessarily. It has been done in some cases by agreement. 

Q. It has been done by agreement ? In other words a condition of independent 
companies having connection with your line has been that they confine themselves to 
a defined territory ?—A. Not invariably. 

Q. But in cases ?—A. I am not sure that there have been cases of that kind. 

Q. Cases where these independent lines could have connection on certain condi- 


tions.—A. No, I beg your pardon, that is not the only way. 
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Q. Well, in the case of some of these lines ?—A. There are cases where the parties 
themselves were quite agreeable to it. 

Q. We have had evidence that such companies were not willing to make connec- 
tiotts, the conditions were so onerous /—A. I am speaking of those who have made 
connections not those who would like to have them. 

@. Well, then you do give a public service at your pay stations as a matter of fact 
but you exercise your right to connect or not to connect with public companies that 
may offer themselves ?—A. Mr. Maclean, in order that there shall be no misunderstand- 
ing, I may say I think that you are not referring to the stations where the conditions 
are made. When you speak of a pay station where you say a man merely goes in, you 
had better refer to the exchanges because there could be no connection at a pay stetion. 
We never carry the wire into pay stations. 

Q. I know you do not.—A. You are using the wrong term. 

Q. We misunderstand one another, but what I say is this 
purposes. 

(. But you do a public business at your pay offices 2—A. At our public offices, yes. 

Q. Whether it is on your switchboard or whether it is A. We cannot carry any 
wires into these little pay stations. 

(). But a company could come to your central office and connect with you there ? 
—A. Well, perhaps you had better say central offices instead of pay stations, then there 
would be no misunderstanding. 

Q. I know, but I want you to admit the fact, as you have admitted that you do a 
public business at pay stations—A. We do a public business at pay stations but you 
are asking me another thing why we do not carry these lines into pay stations. It is an 
impracticable thing. 

Q. I am asking if you do.a public business at your pay stations. I do not see why 
you should not do a public business at your pay stations or at your switchboard or at 
any place else, if the usual rates are paid?—A. We.do it but we do not allow com- 
peting companies to come in for that purpose. 

Q. But if that competing company goes into your office and offers some business 
for the same if written on paper you would take it ?—A. Well, we would allow them 
to use the telephone if they wished to. 

Q. So that the public has the use of your system for any kind of business at the 
regular rate provided they come in and ask for the use of the phone ? But it is condi- 
tional when a company comes in and asks to have the use of your system, although 
they are willing to pay for it by a wire connection ?’—A. Mr. Maclean, you must 
remember that when a man comes in in that way without having an arrangement with 
us, without our having any control over his lines, over his apparatus, a man can build 
a line 15 miles out from Ottawa as he pleases and bring it into the office and he will 
hold our lines from here to Quebec, it is impossible to speak to him, it is impossible 
to hear him—we have no control over the line—it is his line—the man at Quebec 
after endeavouring in vain for #5 minutes to keep up the conversation thr¢ws down his 
telephone and curses the Bell Telephone Company, and refuses to pay anything. 

Q. Yes ?—A. Furthermore, no company would be authorized in giving a compe- 
titor, an outside competitor, the control of its lines any more than the railway com- 
pany would allow the locomotives of a competing line to run one foot over its own 
tracks. The Central Vermont, for instance, which is in connection with the Grand 
Trunk Company, will run their locomotives to St. Johns, but the Grand Trunk cannot 
go a foot beyond St. Johns over the Central Vermont track. 

Q. Yes, we understand that—A. The railway controls, absolutely controls every- 
thing on its own lines because it has to be responsible for it. That is a similar ease. 

Q. That is reasoning by analogy, but it is not quite pertinent analogy. 

Mr. Cascrain.—Have you finished your answer, Mr. Sise? 

The WITNESS.—Yes. 


Mr. C. F. SISH. 


A. We are at cross 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 685 


APPENDIX No. 1 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Well now let us take the case in Canada. As a matter of fact you do give 
connections to a great many lines, some forty odd lines, I think it is?—A. Under 
restrictions. 

Q. Under restrictions?—A. As to their construction. 

Q. As to their construction?—A. As to their safety appliances. 

Q. But if they were standardized the service could be perfect? If you were satis- 
fied as to that there is no reason why a satisfactory service should not be given?—A. A 
satisfactory service could be given if the line and equipment of the other company 
was standardized, certainly. 

Q. And is the company giving these connections ?—A. Well could you give me any 
reason why we should place our rrillion and a half of capital between here and Montreal 
at the disposal of a company that has only $50U. 

Q. I am putting the question to you, and I only want the facts?—A. There are 
no facts in connection with it. 

Q. But you do give a service to some companies?—A. Not all companies. 

Q. But you do interchange business with some companies ?—A. With 40 companies. 

Q. 30 or 402—A. 80 or 40. 

Q. But you do not give a service to competing companies?—A. No. 

Q. And when people bring business to you or become subscribers do you guarantee 
your system shall be so perfect, there shall be transmission of that business and that 
the receiver at the other end shall hear?—A. We do not guarantee it. 

Q. You have not, an agreement like that. The railway companies have a con- 
ditional agreement. ce fl. do not think it is like that. 

Q. Well what are your conditions?—A. I could not recall the conditions. 

Q. No, but it isin your contract? As a matter of fact you do not contract to 
deliver the business, in fact you guard yourselves specifically against performance of 
the work you undertake to do?—A. Have you seen a contract in that form? 

Q. I have seen it. roughly. —A. For long-distance business ? 

Q. Any business eS ‘I beg your pardon, we are talking about another matter 
altogether. We are “speaking about long-distance connections. 

Q. No, we are not.—A. I beg your pardon, you spoke about pay stations. 

Q. I am talking about your contracts with subscribers——A. That has nothing to 
do with long-distance business. 

Q. Have you that contract with your subscribers?—A. I have not it. It is in the 
evidence. 

The CHairMAN.—What class of contract have you reference to? 

Mr, Mactrean.—I am asking Mr. Sise, if, as a matter of fact, he undertakes to 
deliver business to his subscribers, whether it is long-distance or shert-distance. Do 
you guarantee that your wires will transmit and your transmitters will transmit and 
your receivers will receive?—A. I am waiting to see the agreement. 

The CHairRMAN.—It is at page 480. (Exhibit No. 103.) 

Mr. Monx.—lIf the agreement is filed what is the use of asking the witness as to 
how he interprets it? 

Mr. Macriean.—Well it has a bearing on the question. 

WitTneEss.—May I read the form to you, Mr. Maclean ? 

Q. Well perhaps you can shorten it.—A. It is at page 480. 

Q. Well what I want in your contract is this A. I beg your pardon, let me read 
it. (Witness reads). 


CURRENT LEASE FORM BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
LIMITED, EXCHANGE LINE CONTRACT. 


The subscriber requests the company to put telephone instruments and equipment 
as noted on bac’: hereof in his (insert ‘business’ or ‘residence’) premises (insert 
street, name and number) street and to furnish him local service therefrom 
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at exchange for which service he agrees to pay to the said com- 
pany the sum of dollars per annum payable half yearly in advance 
for the period of year from date of connection and thereafter until this 


agreement is cancelled by the subscriber or the company giving written notice ten days 
in advance of the termination of any such period of his or its intention to do so. 


ExtTras— 

The terms and conditions stated on the back hereof and the companies reasonable 
rules and regulations are made a part of this contract. 

This request becomes a contract when the instruments are connected. Its terms 
cannot be varied or waived by representations or promises of any employee unless the 
same be in writing and signed by the manager of the department. 


Q. Turn to page 481 containing the terms and conditions and read 4 and 72 
What is 4 ?—A. ‘ The subscriver assumes all risk for errors and delays in the trans- 
mission and delivery of messages over his telephones and lines.’ 

Q. And what is 7 2—A. ‘ The company does not guarantee the uninterrupted 
working of the telephones and lines, but undertakes to make repairs with all reason- 
able despatch.’ 

Q. So as a matter of fact then the subscriber is the man who takes all the risk 
of errors and the company does not guarantee uninterrupted working at all 2—A. I 
did not say that we did. be 

Q. No you did not. So if there is bad transmission by‘#éAson of another line 
you do not suffer ?—A. Well if a man has got 500 miles of ‘5% r ine and 15 miles of 
his own and they talk in vain for 15 or 20 minutes, then wedo* andr. 

Q. But if you are able to show that your own line is workiite’?” Vt is easily proved 
between the two that your service is working satisfactorily 9 as ou could show ‘that 
the other man’s service was not satisfactory ?—A. But who are, we going to get our 
pay from 2 desler sy Se 

Q. You do not have any trouble in getting your m ney from these other com- 
panies !—A. I beg your pardon. When a man does not get. connection we ao not 
charge him anything. , - Pa hides 

Q. But you have made arrangements with some lines for the transmission of busi- 
ness ?—A. Yes. ay oni? 

_ Q. And what I want: to show is you make arrangements with other lines provided 
they comply.—A. I am speaking of what we do. ate 

Q. I know, and what you do is you do not guarantee to transmit business of any 
kind ?—A. No. 

Q. Whether it is on lines of your own or lines of somebody else, or inferior lines ? 
—A. I am not referring to the transmission of messages. I am referring to an ineffi- 
cient service, taking the time of our line, giving an inefficient service for 10 or 20 
minutes and nobody pays for it. Nobody would pay for it, 

Q. You would be perfectly justified, Mr. Sise, in refusing that business in my 
estimation, but in the case of standard lines which will transmit wel] you will not 
give connections ?—A. Why should we 2? 

Q. Because you say they are competing lines 2—A. And why should we ? 

Q. That nas been given in evidence—A. I do not know of any standard lines. 

Q. We have had witnesses who have said that their lines are first-class ?—A, They 
have said so. That is only one side. , 

Q. The reason why they have not connections, according to their evidence is not 
because their lines were not standardized, but because they would not accept the terri- 
tory as limited by you ?—A. I was not here when that evidence was given. 

Q. Well that evidence was given and there are lots of persons to prove it all over 
the country.—A. I have not seen any such evidence, 

. Well, as a matter of fact while you say you are most careful about your lines, 
as to whom you give connection, you have effectually protected yourselves in para- 
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graphs 4 and 7 of the terms and conditions, as to whether the lines will transmit or 
not.—A. Well, Mr. Maclean, I think we are speaking at cross-purposes. Paragraphs 
4 and 7 refer to our telephoning the message, but who compensates us if lightning 
burns down an exchange as has happened ? 

Q. I know.—A. Who will compensate us for that ? 

Q. We are going to pass a law that will compensate you, perhaps.—A. Perhaps, 
but we are not working on perhaps. 

Q. We will help you out of that difficulty 2? We will get you full protection in 
that respect. Mr. Sise, your tolls are subject to approval and revision?—A. Yes, 
by Act of parliament. . 

Q. It is through the Governor in Council, is it not?—A. It is, and I am pleased to 
have you refer to it, because in the years that have elapsed since that law was passed 
there has not been one application to the Governor in Council to have the rates re- 
duced. I think many would like to see them raised. 

Q. Perhaps so, it all depends on the service?—A. Our shareholders would. 

Q. Perhaps they would put up the rates if they got a better service?—A. There 
has been no complaint. 

Q. Well, there have been discriminations. However, we will pass on from that. 
Now in regard to the agreements with the railways, you stated here yesterday that you 
thought it was now against the law to refuse access to railway stations. Is that your 
opinion?—A. I have no opinion on the subject, that has all been settled by the Rail- 
way Commission. 

Mr. Monk objects to the line of examination. 

Mr. Macitean.—The witness told us yesterday it was against the law to refuse access 
to railway stations. I will ask him if that is not so? 

The Witness.—I beg your pardon. I stated it was now against the law, but not 
against the law when the agreements were made. 

Q. It is now against the law, you say. That is the most important admission that 
has been made?—A. There is no admission about it, it is the law. 

Q. The company makes the admission that it is against the law. Then I will ask 
you this: Why did you go before the Railway Commission and demand extraordinary 
compensation for what was breaking the law?—A. Well, I do not know that anything 
could be more simple than stating the fact that the agreement was a legal one when it 
was made. ; 

Q. Yes?—A. And that breaking, voiding an agreement that was called legal when 
it was made, in the opinion of legal men entitled us to compensation. 

Q. You still claim compensation, or you claim compensation in bringing out the 
effects of the law?—A. I don’t understand what you are getting at. 

Mr. AYLEsSwortH.—Parliament took away our advantages. 

Mr. Mactean.—Parliament has taken away your advantages? 

Mr. CasoraIn.—Will you allow me to make one observation? This question is now 
sub judice, it is before the Railway Commission, and I think it is hardly fair that Mr. 
Sise, the President of the Bell Telephone Company should be called upon now to ex- 
plain the position, or to be questioned upon what the company contends and to probably 
injure his case. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Well then, Mr. Sise, I will ask you this question: Are you making any more 
contracts similar to those you made with the railway?—A. Well, I think that is hardly 
a proper question to ask me, when I have told you that I consider them illegal. 

Q. Well, have you ceased making those contracts?—A. I think that is not a pro- 
per question to ask. 

Q. I ask you if you have ceased making those contracts? All right you can have 
that as the answer to my question, if you like?—A. Having told you that in my opinion 
they were illegal, I do not think it is a proper thing to ask me if I was continuing to 
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Q. All right.—A. It is all right not to do it. 

Q. Now, with regard to this company in Manitoba?—A. What company do you 
refer to? 

Q. The North American Telegraph Company. Does the Bell Company own that 
charter?—A. The Bell Company own the stock of that company. 

Q. Well, the stock? The Bell Company owns the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany ?—A. Practically, yes. 

Q. And under that charter it is proposed to enlarge the capital stock and move the 
office to Winnipeg?—A. I am not prepared to speak about what they intend to do. 
There has not been a meeting of the board for a long while, and I am not prepared to 
speak about that. 

Q. Has that question been up at a meeting of the board?—A. Not since they de- 
cided to defer going there, as I explained to you the other day. 

Q. They must have had the question up if they decided to defer going there ?—A. 
One would assume that is the case. 

Q. But is it the case? You do not have to assume, either it was or it was not. 

The CHAtRMAN.—Mr. Sise gave a clear statement of the facts the other day. 

The WitnEss,—I explained that matter fully the other day. 

The CHairMaN.—You were not here then, Mr. Maclean. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. Can he not tell me when ?—A. It is on record there, what I told you about it. 
It is on the file here. 

Q. Is it the intention to go to Winnipeg 2A. I am not prepared to say whether 
they are going to Winnipeg or not. I am not prepared to state anything in connec- 
tion with the North American Telegraph Company. You have asked it once and had 
your answer. 

Q. Well then, Mr. Sise, how many companies in Canada, are you connected with, 
telephone companies ?—A. Do you mean personally ? 

(. Yes.—A. As a shareholder ? 

Q. In any way 2? As an office holder to begin with %—A. I should say four or 
five, but I could not recall them at the moment. 

Q. At least four or five. Does that include the Wire and Cable Company ?—A. 
That is not a telephone company. 

Q. I know.—A. But you asked me about telephone companies. 

Q. Well, companies interested in the telephone business or furnishing supplies 
for telephone companies ?—A. They do not supply the telephone business. Their 
business is, I think, with railways more than with telephone companies. 

Mr. Monx objects to the examination on the ground that it does not lead to the 
object of the inquiry. 

The CuairmMan.—Up to the present the widest scope has been given to the com- 
mittee to ask any questions they choose. While many questions have been of a very 
irrelevant character, I feel that we should allow Mr. Maclean to question the witness 
as fully as he thinks proper. While I do not agree with him altogether, I feel that 
I would not be doing my duty if I did not allow that privilege. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. It has been alleged that small companies are compelled to buy their supplies 
from the Bell Company, or companies associated with the Bell ?—A. I do not know 
of any company or the representative of any company who has stated here that he 
had bought instruments or apparatus from the Bel] Telephone Company or any com- 
panies with which I was connected, under compulsion. I am a director of the West- 
inghouse Company. You might just as well ask if they are compelled to go there to 
get their power. 

Q. Do you do any business under contract or otherwise with the Northern Supply 
Company ?—A. The Wire and Cable Company, as to which you have asked: me, have 
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no relations with the Bell Telephone Company beyond the fact that there are share- 
holders in that company who also belong to the Bell. No man has been compelled to 
buy from them. A majority of the stock is held in Montreal, and their operations are 
confined more to street railways than they are to telephones. Our people buy their 
supplies wherever they please. 

Q. I admit that. But you are connected with several of these companies ?—A. I 
am, I have stated so. . , 

Q. And you are connected with, or you have relations with, the American Tele- 
graph and Telephone Company in the States ‘—A. None whatever, except as an in- 
dividual shareholder. 

Q. As an indivilual shareholder, and their directors are directors of your 720m- 
pany ?—A. They are directors of our company. 

Q. And they are directors also of similar companies associated with them 2?—~A. 
{I do not know anything about that. . 

Q. You do not know that Mr. Fisher is associated with similar companies ?—A. 
I do not know anything about that, I am not prepared to speak of his relations. 

Q. Well, I know it, and it does not need a contract to compel purchase but a little 
hint to the purchasing agent sends most of the business, as a matter of fact, to tle 
associated companies. Is not that so?—A. That is a theory of your own, which is 
not conformable to the facts in our dase. 

The CHamMan.—That is not fair, that is an implication. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. I know, but this business is all going in that way?—A. I hope so. 

The CHairMAN.—Mr. Sise swore the othér day that when they had the largest pur- 
chase of iron wire to make it was purchased from an independent company outside 
of the interested companies. 

The Witness.—Yes. 

‘Q. Just one more question. Your capitalization is put down here in the return 
made a year ago as about $8,000,000?—A. Capital ? 

Q. Yes ?—A. The capital issued is not quite $8,000,000, but a fraction over. 

Q. It has been worked out there. And your average capital is $139 per telephone? 
—-A. Well that is including real estate and long distance lines. 


By Mr. Chrysler: : 

Q. Have you seen that statement which Mr. McFarlane has handed to me? It is 
a correction of the one I presented the other day?—A. We have just received this from 
Montreal; I assume it to be correct. 

Mr. Curys.Ler.—I put in, Mr. Chairman, a statement showing the capital invested. 
It is a corrected statement corrected from the one which I tendered the other day. It 
completes the statement which is in exhibit No. 143, and shows the amount invested 
per station. It will be exhibit No. 154. a 


Exhibit No. 154. 
STATEMENT SHOWING AMOUNT INVESTED IN BUSINESS. 
Bet TELEPHONE CoMpany or Canapa, December 31, 1904. 


Fixed assets. Percentage of 
Amount total invest- 
invested. ment. 
Plant (about $100 per station on about 70,000 stations)... .$7,037,291 27 Ties 
eet et PA eR oe ea ote aro ate REE ss 10,288 17 ~~ "00555, 
Long distance lines (not including anything in exchange 
ee ree Fo ee EE ery 2 ete ee. See 176 48 S981. 
eee RCE eM Sine MDL Neyitt faa a oO ce Vitis bse. cite ss «.2- 1,204,900 89 1275 
Total invested in company’s plant.. .. ...... .. ..$10,558,686 79 100% 
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. Fized liabilities. 


StomeeOUDt.. .. s <5) <u Bis te os alae. O16, 06000 
KAI: ws 3 ss os ee ed fe) ee 0G GUnnn ys 
$9,916,960 00 


— 


Surplus...:. «/s agama en ..$ 641,726 79 


Active assets. 


Stock in othergagmipamies.<-.2 gua: «wees wer oe ee Re 
Bills receivable including agency outstandings.. ........ 398,026 83 
Supplies QMMMA dw css ed eciee 6: 5. ee Steet alee Seren eee eee 
Cash, GMa teiscs sites seg 5 oly a. coke ne eee ee ec 


$2,290,825 56 
Floating liabilities. 


PI ApAvG bles ont 45 Sue. «2 HUMES o-<, On cankts Pec Cee 
Pirinceredt mes... ake le ne 25,000 00 
Unearned rental reserve.. .. .. .. .. .. ~» 897,087 86 
$ 742,341 66 
Sup Hie. 4-1. 3 Pe. <n! hake ee ee . -$1,548,483 90 
Total, surplusy, .oo.u “aba cs «os os on cere Lee eee eRe ferns 
Distributed as follows :— 
Contingent Pandya t eee... 2. 22 Oe eee eee tem 
INHUTANCESIASET VG. Ri. © Ls. gkko eee 200,000 00 
Accident receryars) see, sf eee eee 100,000 00 
Balance revenue carried forward... .. .. .. 2. ce ce ce ee 44,800 45 


$2,190,210 69 


May 23, 1905. 


By Mr. Aylesworth : 

Q. Just one question with the permission of the committee, Mr. Sise. <A letter 
was read here, I understand, from the Hon. Mr. Oliver with reference to the conditions 
at Edmonton. I-would just like to ask you one question in that connection. Did your 
company endeavour to buy out the local line at Edmonton ?—A. We went there on 
the invitation of the owner of that exchange to see whether we would purchase it or 
not. 

Q. Yes ?—A. And after we arrived there the unfortunate man had a stroke of 
paralysis and was very anxious to get rid of the line. We were on very friendly terms 
with him and we were about to buy it out when he explained to us very frankly that 
the municipality of Edmonton was contemplating erecting a plant of their own and 
that the mayor wished to know in case they did so, whether we would connect with 
their line, from Edmonton to Calgary. I then went to see the mayor and he told ma 
very frankly that he thought the city ought to own the line and we ought to own the 
exchange. We had no exchange there and I told him just as frankly that I was not 
endeavouring to get into trouble with Edmonton and that if he was going to buy out 
this person we would not compete for it, that we did not want to have it, to have a 
contest with the city, and he asked me again whether we would let them connect and 
we had another interview, prior to which I wrote him a letter or rather wrote a letter to 
be read to him. I have a copy of that letter here, with an affidavit from the local 
manager who had it that this was the letter which was read to the mayor of Edmon- 
ton and if the Chairman will allow me I will read the letter. (Reads) :-— 

Mr. C. F. SISE. 


eid ii 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 691 


APPENDIX No. 1. 


Exhibit No. 155. ‘ 
Ottawa, May 6, 1905. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry of April 20, I beg to say that the city of 
Edmonton recently purchased the telephone system which is transacting the business 
oz the city and is proceeding to put in a first-class plant. The purchase includes a 
line 25 miles long to Fort Saskatchewan, and another 20 miles long to Leduc, on the 
Calgary and Edmonton Railway. It also includes connections with lines built and 
owned jointly by the government and the people extending 25 miles to Stony Plain, 25 
miles to Riviére Qui Barre, and 35 miles to Legal. The system has some 400 telephones, 
I believe, and three exchanges; one at Edmonton, one at St. Albert village and one in 
Strathcona. | 

The Bell Company have a long-distance copper wire strung from Cardston near. 
the International boundary by way of Lethbridge, Macleod and all the towns along the 
Calgary and Edmonton railway to Edmonton, 350 miles. They do not connect with the 
city system. The city system has connection with the railroad stations in Strathcona 
and Edmonton. There are telephone systems installed in a large number of towns 
between Edmonton and Cardston. In some cases the town owns the system, in some 
it is owned by a local company, and in others by the Bell Company. 

There is a strong objection on the part of most of the people to permitting the Bell 
Company to control the local system. It was the danger of the local system being 
bought out by the Bell Company that caused the city of Edmonton to purchase the sys- 
tem itself at a cost of $14,000. 

If you desire further information on the subject I would be glad to name parties 
who would be eligible as witnesses, and whose knowledge would be more definite than 
my own. 

Yours very truly, 
Hon. Sir Wituiam Mutocr, FRANK OLIVER. 
Chairman Telephone Committee, 
Ottawa. 

I do not know what Mr. Oliver’s letter implied, but I certainly think that there 

could not have been a formal proposal. 


By Mr. Aylesworth : 

Q. There is just possibly one thing that there may be misapprehension unless I 
ask you the direct question. Is it the fact that the town was forced to buy out Mr. 
Taylor to prevent your doing so ?—A. Not at all. We assured the town that if they 
desired to buy it out we would not compete with them. 

The CuaiRMAN.—That is the point in Mr. Oliver’s letter that the town of Edmon- 
ton were forced to buy the system out. 


By Mr. Aylesworth : 
Q. That was a misapprehension ?—A. I think it is. That is shown by my letter 
to the mayor of September, 1904. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. I suppose you would have no objection to the two being filed together 2—A. I 
will file the letter. 


Exhibit No. 155a. 
L. B. McFaruane, Esq., Epmonton AGENcY, May 13th, 1905. 
General Manager B. T. Oo., 
Montreal. 


Dear Sir,—I inclose herewith a true copy of a letter written to me by President 
Sise under date of Sept. 14, 1904. 
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After this letter was written you will remember I accompanied yourself and the 
president to the mayor’s office and found him in when the contents were fully explained 
to the mayor. 

T also at a later date read the contents of this letter to the mayor and council. 

Yours truly, 
D. W. MACDONALD, 
Local Manager. 
Exhibit No. 155s. 
Epmonton, September, 14th, 1904. 
D. W. Macponatp, Esq., ) 

Local Manager, Edmonton. 

Dear Sir—I regret that I was unable to see the mayor this morning as I desired 
to discuss with him the matter of the proposed municipal ownership of the local tele- 
phone plant and to assure him of our good-will and our desire to render the town every 
assistance towards making the experiment a success. 

As you are aware, the Bell Telephone Company did not propose to install a system 
in opposition to either the town or Mr. Taylor, but the public desires direct connection 
with our long-distance lines, which, with Mr. Taylor’s present equipment, is not prac- 
ticable, and at the same time—hbecause of his ill-health—Mr. Taylor does not wish to 
place more capital in the business. 

Mr. Taylor realizes our position and agrees with us that to reconstruct his system 
so that a person could be heard over our long distance lines would cost at least $50 per 
subscriber. Should I be unable to see the mayor to-day (I leave for Calgary to-morrow) 
will you be good enough to assure him that, while as I explained to him yesterday, we 
cannot, while in its present condition, connect Mr. Taylor’s system with our long dis- 
tance lines, we trust the town, if it acquires Mr. Taylor’s plant, will at once standardize 
it and put it in such a condition that the town and the Bell Telephone Company can 
arrive at a mutually satisfactory agreement whereby the town’s subscribers can have as 
direct connection with our long-distance lines as they would if one company operated 
both systems. 

Should the town desire the services or advice of our engineering department re- 
garding the most desirable lay-out of the system we will be pleased to place those ser- 
vices at its disposal. 

In ‘short, we have no desire to enter into competition with the city for local busi- 
ness, but will be pleased to consider an equitable proposition for connection with our 
long distance lines as soon as the local plant is placed in such a condition as will render 
such an arrangement practicable. : 

Yours, 
C. F. SISE, 
D. W. Macdonald. President. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. There is one matter that I have not quite understood. You stated the other 
day that you had 460 exchanges or somewhere in that neighbournood.—A. Yes. 

Q. And you said, I think, that there were forty companies with which you ex- 
changed. What do you mean by that?—A. Those exchanges are our local exchanges, 
like the exchange here at Ottawa. The forty companies are independent companies 
outside which connect with our exchanges. 

Q. Then the 460 were your own exchanges ?—A. Our own offices, and where you 
see the number of agencies those are toll offices. 

Q. Is there any difference between the cost of wire now and the cost of wire when 
you first started business ?—A. When we first started business, iron wire was worth 
about—it is a good many years ago—about 8 or 4 cents a pound. To-day instead of 
using 150 pounds of wire at the higher price that it is to-day, four cents a pound, we 
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use 300 pounds of copper wire at about 17 or 18 cents a pound, that is a metallic cir- 
cuit. 

Q. Has the price of instruments increased or decreased since you first started ? 
—A. The expenditure. 

Q. Has the expenditure upon instruments increased or decreased since you first 
started ?—A. Increased. 

Q. How much ?—A. I do not think that you refer to the subscriber’s instruments. 
That is not a very important thing, but I can give you the expenditure upon the 
switchboard. 

-Q. It is the subscriber’s instruments that I am referring to. I want to know 
this in connection with the farmers putting in a local telephone. Has the price in- 
creased or decreased ?—A. Old instruments that were in use, that is instruments of 
a type of twenty years ago have not increased in cost, but the long-distance instru- 
ment is a much more expensive instrument than the old type. 

Q. Well, has it decreased the cost of the instrument that is used for local ex- 
change ?—A. A little for local, for small exchanges, yes. But not for long-distance. 

Q. Then it would be cheaper now to put in a local line than it would be when you 
first started in business ?—A. Not to any very great extent. The subscribers instru- 
ment is but a small item. The switchboard is the very important item. 

Q. Where you have switchboards ?—A. Well, there are some exchanges, where 
there is no switchboard. 

- @Q. How many companies are you president of from which you buy material for 
your lines ?—A. Two, I think. 

-Q. And how many are you director of ?—-A. Two. I beg your pardon, I do not 
know anything about other companies. As I stated just now, I am a director in the 
Westinghouse Company and I am quite sure that we have bought motors, motor gene- 
rators, and other apparatus from the Westinghouse Company, and they are in other 
companies as well. We buy wherever we can buy cheaply. We do not always buy 
from the Wire and Cable Company. 

Q. But the question was, how many companies are you president of or director 
of {—A. Telephone companies ? 

@. Any companies with which you may be dealing ?—A. Well, I could not tell 
whether all the companies with which I am connected sell telephone apparatus or not. 
They do not sell it by our direction. Our purchasing agents buy wherever they can 
buy the cheapest. 

Q. That may be, but I simply wanted to know how many companies you were 
director of or president of, that have any dealings with telephone supplies ?—A. I 
could not tell, except the two companies I mentioned whether the telephone company 
buys of them or not. 

Q. Give me a list of the companies you are a director of ?—A. I could not at 
the moment. 

Q@. I would like to have that.—A. Do you mean telephone companies ? 

Q. No, companies with which it is possible you may deal.—A. Well we deal with 
a steamship company for freight in which I might be a director. That is rather a 
broad question. I will give you any information you wish, but it depends how far 
you want to go. 

Q. I would like to find in what companies the Bell Telephone Company or your- 
self are interested in or that you are a director of. That is the purport of the ques- 
tion ?—A. I do not quite understand that you’ want a list of all the companies in 
which I personally am interested or am a director. That is another matter which I 
do not suppose the board cares anything about, but if you wish a list of the companies 
with which or with whom the Bell Telephone Company deal, I can Zive you that. 

Mr. Jounston.—That list has already been put in. 

Mr. Lewis.—That information? 


Mr. JoHNSTON.—Yes, it is on page 481. 
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Mr. Lewis.—Not covering the Bell Company. 
Mr. Jounston.—It does cover the Bell Company. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. He has mentioned a number of companies with which the Bell Company deal, 
but not all. The question is, Mr. Sise, what companies the Bell Telephone Company 
are interested in, or you are interested in as president?—A. Whether they have any- 
thing to do with the telephone business or not? 

Q. Yes?—A. Well, I hardly know if that comes within the scope of the inquiry. 
I want to give the information if I know just what you want. 

Q. Mr. Sise knows just what I want?—A. I am the president of the Northern 
Electric Company, and I am president of the Wire and Cable Company. Those are all 
the companies with which the Bell Telephone Company has anything to do. As I 
say, I am a director of the Westinghouse Company, but it has no more to do with the 
Bell Telephone Company than if I did not have any connection with it. 

Q. There are other telephone companies, are there not?—A.° You are speaking of 
companies furnishing supplies? 

Q. No, no?—A. Or do you mean all the telephone companies? [ will give you that. 

Q. Companies of which Mr. Sise is president?—A. I have given you those that I 
am president of. I am a director in the New Brunswick Telephone Company, in the 
Nova Scotia Telephone Company, the Federal Telephone Company, the North American 
Telephone Company, the Northern Electric and Manufacturing Company, and the Wire 
and Cable Company. I think that answers the question. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Just one question. Mr. Sise, with your experience in the telephone business, I 
want to ask you about this: Take an average farmers’ telephone service in the pro- 
vince of Ontario connected up with your line, and giving a local service paying the 
usual fee, what do you think your company should give such a service for?—A. Well, 
that is too much of a problem without looking into the conditions. 

Q. Hold on, now. This committee has been largely concerned in trying to ascertain 
what a farmers’ telephone service could be had for, and to extend the service and to 
convey the information?—A. Well, Mr. Maclean, do you not think that the map you 
have there is a case in point very similar to what you refer. 

Q. I will put the question in this way: Supposing in an ordinary township the 
people came to you and said ‘ we would like to have a farmers’ service in this township,’ 
an ordinary average service, and are willing to have a bridging telephone with double 
wire?—A. What is a bridging telephone? 

Q. That is what they have been calling it?—A. You mean the question of bridges 
such as we had up yesterday, the Victoria bridge? 

Q. A bridging telephone, I think they call it?—A. A bridging Bell you meat? 

Q. You know very well what I mean, Mr. Sise, an ordinary farmers’ telephona, 
double wire, and they call it a bridging service?—A. It is a bridging Bell. 

Q. Well, a bridging Bell?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, what could that service be had for in an ordinary township, how much a 
year ?—A. Well, here, as I say, is a case in point. (Pointing to the map.) 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You mean a fruit growers’ service in the Niagara peninsula?—A. My impres- 
sion is that it is possibly in the Niagara peninsula. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. In the Grimsby district?—A. That is a case in point. 

Q. How much a year?—A. My impression is that these people pay $15 a year. I 
am not sure that I am right, Mr. Maclean. We own the line and instruments, and they 
have unlimited connection with each other, and for $20 a year they also have connec- 
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tion with St. Catharines, and that means that they get on the St. Catharines exchange. 
They pay a lower rate than the St. Catharines people themselves do, if I am correct, 
and I think I am. 

Q. For something in the neighbourhood of $20 the Bell Company could give a 
farmers’ service?—A. I assume so. If I am correct in saying we do it. 

Q. Well, that is an answer?—A. That is the best evidence. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Mr. Sise, I do not know whether this has been asked of you, or whether you have 
answered it. Since the enactment of the Railway Act of 1903, do you know of any 
other corporation or any other telephone company having made application to the Rail- 
way Commission, as they are entitled to do by that Act, to force your company to come 
to any agreement or any understanding with them?—A. We have never received any 
notice of any such application, and I do not know of any. 

Q. If there had been, you would have heard of it ?—A. I azsume we woul! have 
beer: notified by the commission. 

The CHamrMAan.—I might say, the Union of Municipalitics are to be heard this 
afternoon at four o’clock, but the city of Toronto wishes to be heard on a special case, 
and I suppose that we might examine Mayor Urquhart now. 

Mr. Brerceron.—I did not know that Mayor Urquhart was called in as a witness. 
I thought it was the municipalities who are to be heard this afternoon. 

Mr. H. H. Dewart, K.C.—The mayor asked me to come and represent the city 
to-day. The matter he desired to deal with as a witness is rather on the same line as 
has been given before. There are certain legal questions to be arg ied this afternoon. 
He proposed to touch on the general features of the case so far as the situation in 
Toronto is concerned. ‘ 

Mr. Maciean.—I move that the mayor of Toronto be examined, and that Mr. 
Dewart, counsel for the mayor, be examiner. 


Mr. Tuomas URQUHART sworn : 

Would you permit me to make a personal explanation. On Friday night we 
received a telegram to be here on Monday at 10 o’clock. When it was received we 
had made all arrangements for the regular meeting of the city council on Monday, 
and it was absolutely impossible for us to be here yesterday. I wish to apologize 
for not being here yesterday, and it was only the exigencies of the case that prevented 
our being here. Mr. Fullerton, our counsel, is unable to be here because he is prepar- 
ing a case for court. 


By Mr. Dewart, K.C. : 


Q. Mr. Urquhart, you are mayor of the city of Toronto ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And have been mayor for how many years ?—A. This is my third year. 

Q. And before you acted as mayor of Toronto, had you any special knowledge 
or acquaintance with the telephone business?—A. I was for three years one of the 
aldermen representing one of the wards, and I was for two years chairman of the 
Special Telephone Commitee. 

Q. So that you had in that way special knowledge of the relations of the city of 
Toronto to the telephone business and telephone services ?/—A. I have some knowledge. 

Q. Was there at any time any agreement between the city of Toronto and the 
Bell Telephone Company ?—A. An agreement was made on September 17, 1891, be- 
tween the Bell Company and the city of Toronto for a term of five years. Under that 
agreement they agreed to give service to business houses at $45 per year and to dwell- 
ing houses at $25 per year. That agreement expired in September, 1896. I have a 
certified copy of the agreement, or rather a copy of the agreement, which I would like 


to put in. 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORONTO AND THE BELL TELE- 
PHONE COMPANY, RESPECTING TELEPHONE 
BUSINESS IN TORONTO. 


Tus INpDENTURE made the 17th day of September, A.D. 1891, between 


THe Bett TELEPHONE CoMpANy or CanapA, hereinafter called the ‘ Company’ of 
the First Part, and 


Tur CorPoRATION OF THE Ciry or Toronto, hereinafter called the ‘ City’ of the 
Second Part, 


1. Whereas the said Company through its president made certain proposals to the 
City, which appear on the printed appendix to the minutes of the meeting of the City 
Council, held on the 20th day of July, 1891, relative to the exclusive right of doing 
telephone work in the City of Toronto for the period of five years. 

2. And whereas the said proposals were considered by the Council of the said City, 
and by Report No. 17 of the Committee on Works (which was adopted by the Council 
on the 20th day of July, 1891), the said proposals were adopted, and the City Solici- 
tors (with the City Engineer) were instructed to prepare a formal contract to carry 
out the same. 

3. And whereas this agreement has been accordingly prepared and approved by 
the City Solicitor and the City Engineer, in pursuance of the said instructions. 

4. Now, THEREFORE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESsETH that in consideration of the 
propositions and agreements made by the said company, as hereinafter set forth, the 
said City, so far as it legally may do so, covenants with the Company that it will not 
during the period of five years from the execution hereof give to any person, firm or 
company any license or permission to use any of the streets or lanes of the City for 
the purposes of placing in, upon or under such streets or lanes any poles, ducts or 
wires for the purpose of carrying on any telephone business. 

5. And the said Company agrees with the said City that it will quarterly, and 
every quarter during the term covered by this agreement, on the first days of Decem- 
ber, March, June and September in each year, pay to the said City, through its City 
Treasurer, a percentage of its gross receipts for telephone service within the City limits 
or any extensions thereof, but not to include the receipts for business transacted be- 
tween the City of Toronto and offices outside the City or any services in the City nct 
connected with the Company’s exchange offices there. Such percentage to be at the 
rate of five per cent of such gross receipts and that it will permit its books evidencing 
the above to be examined and audited quarterly by the City Auditors or other persons 
appointed by the City Council. 

6. The said Company further agrees that from and after the first day of Septem- 
ber, 1891, and during the period of this agreement the rate to be charged for leases of 
teiet hones for dwelling houses within the pzesent City limits, or any extensions there- 
of, extending for one year or more, shall be twenty-five dollars per annum; and for 
similar leases of telephones for business houses within such City limits, forty-five dol- 
lars per annum, and that such rate shall apply to telephones now in use as well as to 
those thereafter leased, during the period of this contract. For those telephones now 
in use a pro rata rebate for the unexpired term shall be made by an extension of the 
term to lessees who may have paid rent in advance, and for those thereafter leased 
the rates charged shall, for the period of this contract, only be those hereinbefore pro- 
vided for. 

7. The Company agrees that it will, with the approval of the City Engineer, forth- 
with proceed with the work of placing its wires underground within that portion of 
the City specified in By-law No. 2767, passed on the 23rd December, 1890, viz.: that 
portion of the City of Toronto lying between the following limits: the Esplanade on 
the south, Spadina avenue on the west; one block north of Queen street on the north, 
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and George street on the east, all inclusive, and will continue such work so that the 
provisions of that By-law may be complied with in advance of the time therein lim- 
ited; and will, with the like approval, place its wires underground as rapidly as pos- 
sible, consistent with good work and business methods, within the remaining portions 
of the City between Bloor street on the north; the Bay on the south; one street east 
oz Sherbourne street on the east, and one street west of Spadina avenue on the west, 
with the exception of lines on small back streets required for distribution purposes. 

8. The said Company further agrees that it will not allow any other persons or 
companies to use its poles without the consent of the City Engineer and the approval 
of the Council, except in cases where the company has already existing contracts cov- 
ering such joint use of poles. 

9. The Company further agrees that it will furnish the City with one duct in its 
conduits now or. hereafter to be constructed in any of the streets, lanes or other parts 
of the City, to be used for the City fire alarm wires, and make no charge therefor, 
and will also give the City room (free of cost) on any of its poles, when required, to 
any reasonable extent, for its fire alarm system. 

10. The Company further agrees to rent to any telegraph company or companies 
applying for the same a duct or ducts on the street through which the conduits extend, 
if the said Council should so desire, and if there be a spare duct or ducts available 
therefor. 

11. Should the City hereafter decide to build its own subways, the Company will 
make use of them on streets where the Company has none, if within the area herein- 
before mentioned, under a rental to be agreed upon, or to be settled by arbitration as 
herein provided. 

12. All the work hereinbefore agreed to be performed, such as pole lines, subways, 
conduits, &c., hereinbefore agreed to be placed, constructed and maintained by the 
said company, shall be so placed, constructed and maintained to the satisfaction of the 
City Engineer, and the cost of inspecting such work and repairing deficiencies is to 
be borne by the Company. 

13. The City Engineer may at his option do all or any of the work of excavation 
and re-filling required by the Company in its operations, charging the cost of the same 
as well as of repairs to pavements or other repair works required by reason of such 
cperations, to the Company, provided that the same is done by the City Engineer 
without unreasonable delay, the Company agreeing to pay for such work monthly on 
the account being furnished by the said Engineer. 

14. The Company also agrees, if desired by the council, to provide a summer 
telephone service on the Island, and +9 connect the same with the City service, such 
service to continue during the whole summer, commencing not later than the twenty- 
fourth of May and continuing at least up to the first day of October in each year. 

15. The Company hereby agrees that it will provide an efficient telephone service, 
and will forthwith use modern appliances, including metallic circuits, and will have 
all these to the satisfaction of the City Engineer. 

16. in the case of its being necessary to obtain legislative sanction to any of the 
provisions of these presents, the City undertakes to apply to the proper legislature, 1t 
the session thereof next after the same becomes necessary, for ratification of this con- 
tract, and the Company agrees to assist the City in obtaining the same. 

17. The following are the streets which are to be cleared by the Company of tele- 
phone poles in accordance with paragraph 7 of this agreement: King Street, from ihe 
Don to Bathurst Street; Adelaide Street, from Bathurst Street to Jarvis Street; Rich- 
mond Street, from Peter Street to Jarvis Street; Farley Avenue, from Bathurst Street 
to Spadina Avenue; Spadina Avenue, from the Bay to Bloor Street; Simcoe Street 
from the Bay; Beverley Street, from Queen to College Street; St. George Street, from 
Ccllege Street to Bloor Street; Queen Street, from Bathurst Street to the Don; Yonge 
Street, from Bloor Street to the Bay; Church Street from Bloor Street to the Bay; 
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Jarvis Street, from Bloor Street to the Bay; Sherbourne Street, from Bloor Street to 
the Bay; Berkeley Street, from Carlton Street southward, College Street, from Bat- 
hurst Street eastwards; College Avenue; Carlton Street, from Yonge Street to the 
Don; Bloor Street, from Bathurst Street to Sherbourne Street. 

18. If an electric system is adopted for the Toronto Street Railway, the said Com- 
pany shall have no claim against the City or the lessees of the said railway for damages 
on account of interference with the working of telephones by reason of induction. 

19. This contract shall continue for the period of five years from the date hereof 
and no longer. 

20. Should any difference arise as to the interpretation of this contract, or as to 
the mode of carrying it out, or as to the rights or position of the parties thereunder, 
such difference shall be decided by arbitration, as follows: One arbitrator shall be 
nominated by the City, another by the Company, and a third by the two so nominated. 
In case one party nominates an arbitrator and gives notice thereof in writing to the 
other, and in case such other does not within one month after the giving of such notice 
nominate an arbitrator, the party who gave such notice may, upon notice to the other 
party, apply to a judge of the Hizh Court of Justice for Ontario to nominate an arbi- 
trator for the party in default, and such judge is hereby empowered to do so. In case 
the two arbitrators do not within ten days after their nomination nominate a third, 
either party may, upon notice to the other, apply to a judge as aforesaid to nominate 
such third arbitrator, and such judge is hereby empowered to do so. In case any arbi- 
trator after being nominated dies or refuses or becomes unable to act, the party or 
arbitrators who nominated him shall nominate an arbitrator in his stead within one 
month after such death, refusal or inability, and in default thereof either party may, 
on notice to the other, apply to a judge as aforesaid to nominate an arbitrator in his 
stead, and such judge is hereby empowered to do so. In case an arbitrator nominated 
ky such judge dies or refuses or becomes unable to act, either party may, on notice 
t the other, apply to a Judge as aforesaid to nominate an arbitrator in his stead, and 
such Judge is hereby empowered to do so. The award of the three arbitrators, 
or any two of them, shall be final and binding. Such award shall be made in writing, 
and published to the parties within one month after the third arbitrator has been nomi- 
nated, but the arbitrators, or a majority of them, or a judge as aforesaid, may, after 
notice to the parties enlarge in writing the time for making such award, and for vhe 
further and better enforcing of such award the submission herein contained may be 
made a rule of the High Court of Justice for Ontario. The costs and expenses, includ- 
ing witness fees, incidental to any arbitration under the terms hereof, shall be in the 
discretion of the arbitrators or a majority of them, and they may direct by whom and 
to whom the same shall be paid. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have caused their corporate seals to be here- 
unto affixed, and these presents to be signed by the proper officers in that behalf. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE CO. OF CANADA, by 


J. J. Potter, witness to C. F. SISE, i 
execution by Bell Tele- President. [L.S.] 
phone Co. of Canada. CHAS. P. SCLATER; 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
E F. CLARKE, 


Mayor. [L.8.] 
JOHN PATTERSON, 


Assistant Treasurer. 
Approved. ‘ 
C. R. W. biaaar, City Solicitor. 
W. T. JenninGs, City Engineer. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. It was for five years ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Dewart, K.C.: 
Q. Do you know what has been the minimum rate before the date of that agree- 
ment ?—A. I cannot say. 
Q. I understand it was $50.and $30 ?—A. I cannot speak from personal knowl- 
edge. 
Q. Perhaps the engineer can speak more particularly as to that. Was that agree- 
ment renewed ?—A. It was not renewed. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. It was not renewed ?—A. I was not in council at the time, but I have been 
advised that the Bell Company refused to renew it. 
Q. Do you speak of your own absolute knowledge ?—A. No. 
Q. Have you, since you became mayor, tried to have it renewed ?—A. Not that 
same agreement, no. . 
' Q. Have you tried any ?—A. I am coming to that. 


By Mr. Dewart, K.C.: 


Q. I was going to read to you the negotiations which took place afterwards, that 
agreement not having been renewed.—A. Under that agreement the city received 5 
per cent of the gross receipts of the company in Toronto. 


By th Chairman: 
Q. Under the agreement as filed ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. What was the condition of affairs between the city and the telephone com- 
mittee at the time when the agreement ceased to have effect in 1896, Mr. Mayor ?— 
A. There was considerable friction between the city and the company from that time 
continuously perhaps down to the present time, you might say. 

Q. And what would you say as to the rates charged after the expiry of the con- 
tract in 1896 ? Have you any information on that point ?—A. They charged tine 
same rates, I think, for some little time, but some time after that they came to sub- 
scribers and told the subscribers that the instruments which were being used by them 
were practically worn out, and they wished to put in better instruments, long-distance 
instruments, and charged $5 a year more for them, increased the rate for business to 
$50 and for dwelling houses to $30. A great many subscribers have changed from the 
old to the new instrument at the higher rate. 

Q. So that the effect has been that instead of the old vate, by reason of a slight 
improvement, $5 extra is charged to each one. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—If counsel is going to repeat the answer of the witness when 
he is his own witness, ne ought to repeat it accurately. 

Mr Dewart.—I asked if that was the effec3. 

Mr. AYLESWorTH.—He is inserting words which the witness did not use. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. What is the effect then of the abrogation of the agreement between the city 
and the telephone company so far as the rates are concerned jn the city ?—A. So far 
as those who get the new instruments are concerned, it has been increased by $5. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. What about the others ?—A. They are still paying $45 and $25. 
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Q. It is increased only because they were consenting to it?—A. Consenting to it. 
The Cuamrman.—I think it would be well if the witness gave us a detailed story. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. Allow me first to ask whether the mayor is aware that there was an applica- 
tion made by the Bell Telephone Company to increase its rates?—A. I understand 
there was. 

Q. And whether at that time you obtained any data as to the prices that were be- 
ing charged ? 

The CHaIRMAN.—What year was this? 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Has the witness any definite information to give the committee on that?—A. 
That was in 1901, the application, I understand, was made. 

Q. As a matter of fact, you don’t know?—A. I was not present. I was a member 
of the council. ; 

Q@. You are not in a position to tell us it was made?—A. I was not present. I 
suppose the records would show it. I made inquiry at that time regarding the rates 
charged in Toronto to various persons, and I found that much larger rates than the 
regular rates were being charged to some persons. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. You said you made inquiry and found that much larger rates than the ordinary 
rates were being charged in certain instances?—A Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. When did you make that inquiry ?—A. In 1900 or 1901—latter part of 1900 or 
early part of 1901. 

Q. You made that inquiry in what capacity ?—A. I was chairman of the telephone 
committee. I received letters from various persons showing the amount that had been 
asked them or they had been paying. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. I suppose that the committee are aware that an application was made to parlia- 
ment for an Act which would allow an increase in the rates of the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany? A certain Act was passed in 1902, when, as I understand, in view of the repre- 
sentation of certain municipalities, including Toronto, certain limitations were made 
that will be found in the statute of 1902. It was in that connection that these state- 
ments were obtained by the telephone committee of the city council. You gave them a 
statement’—A. The first was by E. R. Hooper, 630 Bathurst St. He was asked $70 for 
a telephone, and it was near the very heart of the city. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. Near the heart of the city?—A. The centre of Toronto is somewhat west of 
Spadina Avenue, and Bathurst is not far west of Spadina. 

Q. It must be two miles from the Bay ?—A. It is not a mile from the Bay. It is 
between College and Bloor, near Harbord St. The centre of the city is a little west of 
Spadina, and this is near Harbord and Bathurst Sts. And John Logan, 35 Langley 
Ave., was asked $65 and the expense of putting up the wires. He had been a brickmaker 
for years on Greenwood Ave. and they asked $150 for a ’*phone on Greenwood Ave. 

Q. Within the city limits?—A. Within the city limits, I am advised. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Do you know this personally ?—A. These persons either saw me or wrote letters 
complaining. 
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Q. I think we had better have these people here?—A. These ‘ee instances that I 
know of myself personally. The other instance 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. I admit that the information may be startling. That is no reason why credit 
should not be given to it—A. The other items I have on this list T did not get by per- 
sonal knowledge, but I assume it can go to the committee, because they were procured 
by our solicitor. But I can not speak of the others in this list from personal knowledge. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I do not think we can take any evidence but what you can swear to of your own 
knowledge.—A. There were others, but I cannot remember the names. 

Mr. Dewart.—If the committee preferred we will leave the list with the com- 
mittee so that you can summon any witnesses you may desire. : 

Mr. Bercrron.—If the mayor would say that he had some information from so and 
so, and lead us to where he wants to bring the committee to, this information would 
amount to something. That is the point. 

Mr. Dewart.—We are trying to show what the local conditions were at that time. 

Mr. Maciean.—The statement could go in. 

Mr. Dewarr.—The statement has been carefully compiled. 

Mr. Mactran.—We have received all kinds of letters, and put them on our minutes, 
and there is no reason why this should not be brought out, that the Mayor has informa- 


_ tion which states certain things. Let us have the information. 


The CHairMAN.—Is it the desire of the committee that this information should go 
on the record ? 

Mr. BrrcEron.—I want him only to speak of cases he knows personally. 

The Cuamman.—We are wasting a great deal of time. I think that the only evi- 
dence that should go in is the evidence that this gentleman knows from his own per- 
sonal observation, and that is all that I think we can accept. 

Mr. JonHnston.—Certainly. 

The Wirness.—I am satisfied myself that these cases are all carefully prepared 
from the list before the Telephone Committee of Toronto. 

The CHAIRMAN.—We will file the document. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. You have all sorts of complaints. Now, a man comes and makes this complaint 
and makes a statement that our citizens are charged so and so?—A. Were asked so and 
SO. 

Mr. Dewart.—I may say that we would not have submitted this document only 
that it was carefully prepared, although it was not verified. 

Mr. Jounston.—No statement has been accepted until it has been verified under 
oath, but statements have been forwarded and received from persons who do not appear. 

The Witness.—This statement was compiled by the solicitor’s department. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Now, it could go in. This was compiled by the solicitor’s department?—A. This 
was compiled by the solicitor’s department from the evidence gathered by the Telephone 
Committee. 


Exhibit No. 157. 


COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED RH BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY RATES 
AND MUNICIPAL TELEPHONES IN 1900-01. 
From George B. Shaw, 578 Bathurst street, October 22nd, 1900, $55 asked by com- 


pany. 
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From Charles Lindsay, Registry office, W.D., October 5th, 1900 complains about 
delay in installation. 

From 8. 8. Young, 50 Metcalfe street, August 28th, 1900, $35 asked by company. 

From Charles Phillips, 604 Spadina avenue, November 6th, 1900, $385 asked by 
company. 

From George E. Manson, 335 Pape avenue, November 26th, $85 asked by company. 

From J. E. Hansford, 18 King street west, October 9th, 1900, $55 asked for a pri- 
vate phone in a boarding-house. 

From John Logan, 35 Langley avenue, October 6th, 1900, $65 and expenses of 
wires, &e. 

From John Logan, Greenwoods avenue, October 6th, 1900, $150 asked by company? 

From Dr. E. R. Hooper, 630 Bathurst street, September 20th, 1900, $70 asked by 
cympany. 

From Jones Bros., Bracondale, December 17th, 1900, $95 asked by company. 

From M. Mayer, 408 Spadina avenue, November 20th, 1900, re municipal tele- 
phones. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. Will you detail then what took place at that time?—A. The telephone commit- 
tee at that time—some members of it—were very strongly of the opinion that it would 
be in the interest of the municipality to put in a telephone system of their own, a 
telephone exchange of their own, and we very strongly recommended it and a report 
of the committee was passed by the council by which it was provided that in the event 
of our receiving a certain number of subscribers for the municipal telephone system 
that this system should be installed. The number of subscribers named in the report 
was not received. We did not canvass for subscribers at all. The number named was 
received, therefore the municipality did not act upon that report. But in connection 
with the work of the committee I personally looked into the legal question, the Act or 
Acts governing the Bell Company, their Act of incorporation and the Act passed by the 
Ontario Legislature in connection with the same matter, and I personally came to the 
conclusion that the Provincial Act governed and that the Provincial Act did not give 
them the right of control over the streets as was given by the Dominion Act. The Act 
was considered by one or two counsel whose opinion I asked, and they agreed with the 
opinion I had formed myself, and the corporation counsel also gave an opinion and the 
mayor agreeing an action was brought against the Bell Company to have it declared 
that they had no rights on the streets. 

Q. Without the consent of the municipalities?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. What became of that action?—A. Mr. Justice Street decided in favour of the 
municipality. An appeal was taken by the Bell Company to the Court of Appeal for 
Ontario and the majority of the judges disagreed with the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Street and gave judgment in favour of the company, Mr. Justice Maclennan dissent- 
ing. The city appealed to the Privy Council in Great Britain and they upheld the 
judgment of the Court of Appeal for Ontario, holding that the Dominion legislation 
governed in the matter and that the Ontario legislation was not effective to control the 
city’s streets. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


_ Q. What did you do then ?—A. That was only last October or November when 
‘hat Judgment was given, and since then we have been to some extent negotiating with 
en independent company for an independent service. 
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By Mr. Dewart : 


Q. As one of the results of that judgment, you are here to-day 2—A. One of the 
results. 

Q. One result is to urge upon the committee such redress as these municipalities 
are entitled to. During 1903 and 1904 were there any conversations or negotiations 
with the Bell Company, or any effort on their behalf, looking to the renewal of their 
agreement ‘—A. I had a conversation personally with Mr. Dunstan, local Manager in 
Toronto, in which verbally, not in writing, he made an offer that if We gave an exclu- 
sive franchise in Toronto for a term of years and permitted them to increase their 


rates to $50 and $30, they would pay the city $20,000 a year. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


QO. $50 and $30 is what is paid to-day by those who have long distance instru- 
ments ’—A. Yes; giving them the right to make their prices $50 and $30 to sub- 
scribers, and they would pay the city $20,000 a year. I think that was in 1908. That 
offer was reiterated before the Board of Control, the chief executive committee of the 
city council, during the summer of 1904. This offer was rejected. I cannot give the 
reasons for rejection. My own personal reason is that I was advised that there were 
some 4,000 or 4,500 telephone subscribers who were paying $45 or $25, and their charges 
would be increased $5, and we would be just appointing the company a tax gatherer 
for the city of Toronto for tae amount the telephone company would hand over to the 
city of Toronto. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. There was nothing in it 2A. Except that certain subscribers would pay $5 
more than they were paying and the city would receive $20,000. 

Q. It came out of the subscribers 2—A. It was Just a tax on the subscribers. I 
did not think that was justice to the subscribers. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. It is taking nothing out of the company on the basis of their existing charges? 
—A. I do not think it was. . 

Q. Nothing further has taken place with reference to the telephone business so far 
a the city is concerned ?—A. We received, during 1904, two offers to put in an inde- 
pendent service in Toronto. These were made to the city. One is dated January 20th, 
by the Canadian Telephone and Telegraph Company, of which I have the original here, 
in which they offer to furnish business telephones at a rental of $36 and residence 
*phones at a rental of $24 per annum, and they agreed to give the city of Toronto fifty 
free telephones and to pay for the competitive franchise the same amount that the Bell 
Company had been paying for its exclusive franchise, and to put in the conduits, and 
sc On. 
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Exhibit No. 158. CHARLES Rosinson, President. 
. Rospert BICKERDIKE, First Vice-President. 
F. J. Steamarer, Second Vice-President. 
J. R. Mears, Treasurer. 
Frank J. Leonarp, General Manager. 
JouHn T. C. THompson, Secretary. 


THE CANADIAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
Orrawa, Canada, January 20th, 1904. 
Mr. LittLesonn, 
City Clerk, 
City of Toronto, Ontario. 
Dear Sir,—Having recently obtained a telephone and telegraph charter from the 
Dominion of Canada, and it being our intention to construct local and long distance 
telephone lines throughout the entire Dominion, we are desirous of doing a telephone 
business in your city, and with that end in view make the following proposition :— 
We will furnish— 
Business telephones at a rental per annum Ol ose evens tees patoe 
Residence “ TUN Es OEE eee eae ace 24 00 


We further agree to furnish the city of Toronto with fifty (50) free telephones, to 
be installed at places hereafter named by city engineer. 

We will pay to the city of Toronto for competitive franchise the same fee that 
the Bell Telephone Company have been paying for exclusive privileges. 

We will build a conduit system through the principal streets of Toronto, as may 
be required by city ordinance, or, in case the city should build its own conduit system, 
we agree to lease ducts in said system sufficient for our business at such rental as may 
hereinafter be decided upon by the city and our company. 

Trusting your council will give this proposition their favourable consideration, 
we remain, 

Respectfully, 
THE CANADIAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 
Frank J. LEONARD, 
General Manager. 
By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. Is that a Canadian company?—A. A company incorporated by the Dominion 
parliament. 

Q. When was that offer made ?—A. Janvary 20, 1904. 

Q. What happened it—where is that company operating now ?—A. I cannot say. 


By Mr. Dewart : 


Q. It was incorporated and they made a bow fide tender here in Ottawa and after 
they had made a tender the Bell came $5 lower and secured the franchise here. 


By Mr. Bergeron, 

Q. They are not operating anywhere yet?—A. Not to my knowledge. Then, the 
Stark Telephone, Light and Power System made an offer. 

Q. What answer did you give to that company ?—A. We considered both offers 
and finally agreed to prepare telephone specifications and advertised for tenders. To 
go back to the first Stark offer on February 12. 1904, we received an offer from the 
Stark Telephone, Light and Power System, which provided—(the terms of the offer 
are somewhat peculiar). They offered to install the system and charge citizens the 
rate of $6 a year and oné cent for each outgoing call and not to exceed $15 for private 
houses, and business houses on the same basis, not to exceed $35. 
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The Stark T. L. & P. System, Limited, Hfon. John Dryden, President. 
Successors to A. M. Stark, Managing Director. 
The Union Power & Light Company, Ltd., W. N. Dollar, Secretary. 


Electric Plant, Toronto J unction, Ont. 


TEMPORARY OFFICES, QUEBEC Bank CHAMBERS. 
To His Worship Toronto, Ganapa, February 12, 1904, 
The Mayor of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario. 


Dear Sir,—The Stark T.L.P. System, Limited, (Telephone, Light and Power), a 
company incorporated under the laws of the province of Ontario who have just pur- 
chased the property and plant of the Humber Power and Light Company, Limited, 
and who are now engaged in reconstructing it to supply light, power and telephone at 
Toronto Junction, desire to arrange with the city of Toronto for the privilege of estab- 
lishing a telephone, light and power service within the city limits and to obtain the 
right to lay down conduits, wires and cables and where necessary to erect poles and 
string wires under and upon the streets, squares and other public places of the city of 
Toronto. 

Provided the necessary rights be given to them the company make the following 
offer. :— 

The company to proceed to instal] their system, and as the System is installed and 
connections made to give to the citizens telephone service at the price of six dollars 
per year and one cent per out-going call for telephones installed in private houses with 
a limit of fifteen dollars per annum, that is when the amount of calls taken by the 
subscriber together with the six dollars originally paid snall together amount to ff- 
teen dollars in any one year no further charge for the year to be made. 

The rate for business telephones to be six dollars per annum and one cent per call 
with a limit of thirty-five dollars per year, that is when the amount paid by any such 
subscriber for calls together with the six dollars originally paid shall together amount 
to thirty-five dollars in any one year no further charge to be made for service during 
that year. 

The above mentioned rates for telephone to be applicable until the company shall 
have ten thousand subscribers within the area hereinafter defined, and when this com- 
pany shall have ten thousand subscribers within the said area the limits hereinbefore 
mentioned shall be increased to twenty dollars in the case of private houses and forty 
dollars for business telephones. 

The company to supply current for electric lighting from mains at the rate of ten 
cents per thousand watts per hour with twenty per cent off all accounts for current for 
lighting when paid by the 15th of each month, 

The company to supply current for power to constant users wherever a motor ig 
installed at the maximum rate of four cents per thousand watts per hour. 

All mains for the supply of telephone, light and power laid down by the company 
upon the streets or other public places of the city within the limits bounded by Bath- 
urst street, Bloor street, the River Don and the Esplanade to be placed under ground. 

The company will supply to the city from its mains wherever constructed a fire 
alarm system properly connected free of charge to the city. 

The company also to give the city the free use of its wires and wiring for a police 
patrol system and when such system shall be connected with the mains of the company 
to keep the said mains in efficient working condition for the purpose of such service, 
the municipal corporation to supply its own police patrol boxes and to make connec- 
tion with the wires of the company for such purpose. 

The company proposes that the terms of this offer shall be applicable to all ser- 
vice supplied by the company within a radius of fifteen miles from the city hall in 
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the city of Toronto no extra charge beyond those hereinbefore set out to be made for 
such service within that limit. 

The system constructed by the company will consist of the most modern apparatus 
including the long-distance type of telephone instrument. 

Contracts have already been secured within the city of Toronto for the supply ‘of 
upwards of four thousand subscribers, and the company will proceed at once to install 
its system and make connections with these if the necessary rights are granted by the 
corporation. 

The representatives of the company will be pleased to wait upon the council, board 
of control or yourself, for the purpose of discussing the matter at any convenient dat2 
you may appoint. 

We are, 
Yours very truly, 
ALEX. STARK, 
Managing Director. 


W. N. DOLLAR, 
Secretary. 


Q. Where is that company operating ?—A. They are operating, or just beginning 
to operate an exchange in Toronto Junction, just outside the limits of Toronto. 

Q. It was not operating before they made that offer 2—A. Not operating at that 
time but they have now or are about to have an exchange operating in Toronto Junc- 
tion, a separate municipality of 7,000 or 8,000 people. 

Q. Are they operating on these lines ?—A. I do not know the terms of the Junc- 


{ion contract. 

Q. Are they operating on these lines and charging so much per year and so much 
per call @—A. Toronto Junction is the only place I know where they are doing busi- 
ness, and I do not know the terms they have made there. 


By Mr. Johnston : 
Q. They are doing business now ?—A. I understand they are doing business. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Do you know the terms ?—A. I do not know them of my own knowledge. 


By Mr. Dewart: 

Q. What was done so far as the city is concerned 2—A. After we received these 
two offers the city prepared a specification for the installation and operation of a 
telephone business or service, and advertised for tenders in August, 1904. The time 
was up, some time, I think, in October—September or October. I put in a copy of 
the specification. (Exhibit No. 160.) We received in reply thereto one tender. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. That offer was made to whom {—A. To any company that might wish to come 


By the Chairman : | 
Q. These advertisements were sent all over the country ¢—A. Yes, and every per- 
son who wanted a copy of the specification could get it. 


By Mr. Bergeron : | 
Q. The advertisement was sent all over Canada and the United States?—A. I | 


believe it was. 
Q. Did you have a report from your engineer upon the Stark Company 7—A. We 


have a report. 
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Q. What is that report?—A. I have the report here, which I would be glad to file. 
(Exhibit No. 161.) He reported that these companies—it is a somewhat lengthy 
document, 

Q. Was it a favourable report or not?—A. The Stark Company wished to furnish 
light and power as well over the same wires. The engineer reported : ‘ The Stark sys- 
tem of furnishing a telephone service, light and power over the same wire, is a matter 
that I am not able to report upon, and if the board desire a report upon this phase of 
the subject, it will be necessary for me to consult an electrician” 

I do not think the engineer deals specially. — 


Mr. Dewart.—I¢ is ratner an analysis of the different offers. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. You could not do much upon the report of the engineer, as you have it in 
your hand. A. I prepared about the same time a report personally, 

Q. As far as the engineer is concerned, your committee would not have recom- 
mended any of the contracts mentioned in his report ?—A. No, one reason why we 
did not accept any of them was we did not have the rights of the municipality over 
the streets and the control of the business sufficiently protected. We also wanted a 
provision in any contract we might make giving us the right to purchase the Exchange 
at any time that we might desire to do so upon arbitration, and also to include a 
special clause regarding the amalgamation of the company with any other company. 
In fact, in our specifications you will find a clause dealing with this matter and pro- 
viding that in the event of amalgamation or doing anything contrary to the terms of 
the agreement, their property would be forfeited to the city. 

Q. In the event of amalgamation with the Bell ?—A. Or any other company. 


By Mr. Dewart : 

Q. You provide for the municipalization of the agreement?—A. Also the right 
to purchase. 

Q. As a matter of fact, at the time that these negotiations were going on, had the 
Privy Council settled the question as between the Bell and the city with reference to 
tlie rights over the streets ?—A. Not when these 

Q. Not when these negotiations were going on ?—A. I think they were retitled 
about November. This offer is dated November 30, so that it was settled about that 
time—when the final offer wes received from the Stark Company. 

Q. Is there anything else that you wish to say with reference to the negotiations 
between the city and the others relating to an independent franchise?—A. Except that 
in reply to these advertisements we received a new tender from the Stark Company, 
which I think was dated 30th November. (Exhibit No. 162.) 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. What is the substance of their offer as to prices ?—A. Practically the same 
as the original offer, I think. 


By Mr. Dewart: 

Q. Some slight modifications ?—A. $36 for business and $18 for residence tele- 
phones. It also provided for a toll system which they had provided for in their first 
offer. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Tiney had the two conditions, so much a year or .A. They did not have the 

tender in that way, but the subscriber would have the option of choosing. 


By Mr. Dewart: 
Q. $18 and $36 were the maximum figures ?—A. Yes. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. What did you do with them ?—A. It has not been finally disposed of by the 
council. I think probably that we were looking to the Dominion parliament to do 
something towards taking over the long-distance telephones. It would make matters 
very mucn easier for the local municipalities to deal not only as a municipality with 
the question, but to deal with the company in regard to a local telephone exchange, 
if the Dominion government would take over the long-distance line. 

Q. Things were at a standstill ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know the Railway Act of 1903?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know the clause of that Act which says that municipalities can always 
go before the Railway Commission when they have any difficulties wit any telephone 
company ?—A. Yes, I am aware of that. 

Q. Did you take advartage of that clause ?—A. No, because we were negotiating 
with independent companies throughout all this time practically and also considering 
the question of a municipal exchange, which we thought would give us better rates 
than we could ever get from the Dominion government or the Governor in Council. 


By Mr. Dewart: 

Q. Then, having spoken with reference to the position of the city and the efforts 
made to obtain independent franchises, you thought it better not to go on and deal 
with them ?—A. No, I did think so myself, and I advised the Board of Control that 
pending action by the Dominion government, I did not think it wise myself eitiner to 
put in a municipal system or to advise making a contract with another company. 

Q. You spoke of the proceedings instituted in 1901 against the Bell Company 
with reference to the erection of poles on the streets and placing conduits underground, 
the judgment of Mr. Justice Street and the appeal to the Court of Appeal and the 
subsequent decision of the Privy Council. What led to that action on the part of the 
city ; what were the conditions that gave rise to those proceedings ?—A. The Bell 
Company had contended before that time that they had the right to enter upon our 
streets without our consent, and when I was appointed chairman of the telephone com- 
mittee I looked into the matter and came to the conclusion that they had not the 
right. There was considerable friction between the company and the city. We were 
refusing, I presume, the rignt to put up poles upon the streets and ordering other 
wires to be put underground, I presume, that is correct. Any way, there was friction 
and we brought the action to determine our rights. 

Q. The city engineer can speak more in detail as to the particular circumstances 
that led to that action ?—A. I cannot say as to that. 

Q. Is there anything else that you desire to speak of ?—A. I prepared myself in 
the early part of 1904 a report -for the Board of Control which was presented to the 
board at that time. It was somewhat historical as to the situation in Toronto and gave 
my own opinion regarding the matter. This was prepared some time prior to the 
judgment of the Privy Council. It would be, I think, about April. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. Will you put that in ?—A. I will be glad to put it in. 

Q. You say it is your opinion as to the telephone situation generally ?—A. I first 
point out the litigation and give some nistory of the Bell Company’s movements, and 
something regarding the number of companies in the province and in the city. Then 
I quote some rates in other cities across the line, also in European countries. Then I 
deal with the question of the wisdom of competition and‘the necessity of providing 
against the watering of stock and too much capitalization. Then I conclude in these 
words :— ; 

‘From my examination of tae matter, I have come to the conclusion that a new 
exchange could be established in the city of Toronto providing for 10,000 subscribers, 
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upon the same plan as the Bell Company is at present installing their central office, 
and a telephone service could be given to the subscribers at a rate of $30 for business 
‘phones and $20 for house ’phones, and pay a reasonable profit to the company, pro- 
viding, of course, that there was no over-capitalization or expensive management; and 
if an automatic system could be installed, I believe these prices could be cut about 
$5 per annum.’ . 


Exhibit No. 163. 
To the Board of Control. 


GENTLEMEN,—In dealing with the question-of a telephone service it becomes neces- 
sary to give an account of the organization, and to some extent the development, of 
the telephone service in Ontario. 

In 1880 the Bell Telephone Company applied to and received from the Dominion 
Parliament a charter for the purpose of carrying on a telephone business in the Dom- 
inion of Canada. This charter, it is contended, gave them the right to erect poles of 
a certain height and string wires thereto along the highways, without the consent of 
the municipalities. They, however, apparently had some doubt as to the validity of the 
Dominion charter, and in the following year applied to the provincial legislature of 
Ontario for an Act identical with the Dominion Act; but some verbal changes were 
made, presumably in the interests of the municipalities, controlling the stringing of 
wires and the planting of poles. mie 

In the litigation now pending between the city and the Bell Telephone Company 
the question of the construction of these two Acts is involved, and the rights claimed: 
by the Bell Company under their Dominion charter will be determined. The Judge in 
the first instance decided in favour of the city, and the Court of Appeal gave judgment 
against the city, but the judgment was not unanimous. 

The*“Bell Telephone Company soon after obtaining their charter commenced their 
telephone business, and have had, at least in the province of Ontario, a practical 
monopoly from 1880 down to the present time. There are two or three farmers’ lines, 
a municipal plant at Port Arthur and Fort William, and one or two lines in the eastern 
part of the province, but for all practical purposes the Bell Telephone Company has en- 
joyed a monopoly. 

In the United States the Bell Telephone Company had for many years (during the 
life time of their patents) a monopoly, but upon the expiry of the patents, in 1894, a 
movement in favour of the installation of independent lines commenced, and has dur- 
ing the last ten years so extended that to-day the independent lines are very much more 
important, and have many more subscribers than the Bell Telephone Company. The 
last returns that I have (December 31, 1901), show that the Bell has 1,020,647 and the 
independent 1,250,000, and since that date the independent have grown very much 
more rapidly than the Bell. 

In the province of Ontario, according to the most recent statistics I have been able 
to lay my hands on (December 31, 1901), the number of telephones was about 43,000. 
This gives one telephone in Ontario for about every 89 inhabitants. In the United 
States on the same date there was one telephone for about every 35 inhabitants, and in 
Sweden there was one telephene for about every 14 inhabitants. 

There are three ways in which a telephone service might be dealt with: First, Gov- 
emment ownership; second, municipal ownership of the local exchanges and govern- 
ment ownership of long-distance lines; and third, company ownership, either with or 
without competition. 

Referring to the first, I believe the adoption of this plan would result to the ad- 
vantage of the community generally, but I think the second plan would give a more 
efficient service. If the government owned all the long-distance lines and the muni- 
cipalities owned and operated their own exchanges the local needs would be better sup- 
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plied and provided for than under government ownership. There would be a quicker 
response to the actual requirements of the community. 

We have had, however, so far as Toronto is concerned, a company in operation for 
more than twenty years, and other companies are now seeking permission from the 
council to provide a system in competition with the Bell Company, and they claim that 
competition has been a success in the United States; that it has cut down the price of 
telephones to the users, and that a better and more efficient service has been furnished. 
I am of the opinion that the contention of the independent companies is borne out by 
the results. It is only fair to say here that in Toronto and in Canada generally we have 
never paid the same high rates which were paid in the American cities. I might refer 
to the prices formerly paid in some of the American cities, which might fairly be com- 
pared with the city of Toronto. ’ 

In Cleveland the Bell Telephone Company, in the days of monopoly, charged $120 
for business and $84 for residence telephones. In St. Paul and Minneapolis $120 for 
business and $66 for residence phones. In Louisville, Ky., $96 for business and $60 for 
residence ’phones. In Grand Rapids, Mich., $40 to $50 for business and $40 for resid- 
ence ’phones. In the cities mentioned the independent companies have stepped in, and 
have reduced the figures to the following: Cleveland, $48 for business and $36 for resid- 
ence. St. Paul and Minneapolis, $48 for business and $380 for residence. Louisville, 
$48 for business and $24 to $30 for residence. Grand Rapids, $30 for business and $20 
for residence ’phones. Very much higher prices were charged in the larger cities, like 
New York, Chicago and Philadelphia. 

In the European countries, the cost in Stockholm, a city that has perhaps the best 
telephone system in the world, is about $20 or $22 per year, and in Christiania, Norway, 
the price is about the same. The price in Stockholm covers an area of 43 miles around 
the city. In Berlin, Germany, the price is $36 per annum, and in Copenhagen $36 to. 
$46 per annum. In Rotterdam the price is $30 per annum for distances up to 34 miles, 
and in St. Petersburg, Russia, $28 per annum. In Amsterdam, Holland, it ig $36 per 
annum, but there is an installation rate of $10. In Amsterdam, Rotterdam and St. 
Petersburg the service is controlled by the municipality. In Great Britain the general 
rate of the National Telephone Company, (The British branch of the Bell), is about 
$48 per annum, and the only large and important municipal exchange is that of Glas- 
gow, which was installed and opened about two years ago. The general rate in Glasgow 
is $25.60 per annum, and this covers a telephone area of 143 square miles. 

The question, however, for us to consider is the offers which have been made to 
the city by two companies, viz.: The Canadian Telephone and Telegraph Company 
and the Stark Telephone, Light and. Power Company, for franchises within the city 
of Toronto. If any franchise is granted to either of these companies I think it should 
be upon the agreement that the city will have the right at any time to purchase the 
plant and wires of the company, and providing that if they have a long-distance line 
in connection with their service the city shall, for a reasonable tariff, (to be fixed by 
some independent tribunal), have the right to use or have messages carried over such 
long-distance line or lines, and also upon a proper provision to prevent amalgamation 
with, or purchase by the Bell Company or any other company. This is a difficult matter 
to control, but a proper guarantee bond, with forfeiture of property, can, I believe, 
be prepared, which will provide against any such amalgamation or sale. Another 
difficulty which has to be faced in the granting of a franchise to a company is tho 
danger of over-capitalization. Upon looking into the matter it seems to me that in 
the United States, where the independent telephone movement has attained such im- 
portance, that many of the companies are already very much over-capitalized. Take, 
for instance, the Cuyahoga Telephone Company, carrying on business, I believe, in 
Cleveland, with 9,710 subscribers. The capital amounts to $3,000,000 and the bonded 
indebtedness of $2,333,000, or an average of $539 per subscriber. I am advised that 
from $125 to $150 per line would provide ample capital for a telephone company in 
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any of our large cities. The Columbus Telephone Company, which has 6,277 subseri- 
bers, $705,000 capital and $650,000 bonded indebtedness, averages per subscriber $216. 
I think I have in my possession a letter from the company who put in this plant, that 
it cost , including everything, about $127 per subscriber. The Mansfield Telephone 
Company, 1,575 subscribers, capital $300,000, bonded indebtedness $200,000, average 
per subscriber $217. The Akron Telephone Company, 311 subscribers, $300,000 capital, 
$300,000 bonded indebtedness, average per subscriber, $199. In contrast, the Citizen’s 
Telephone Company of Grand Rapids, Mich., with 2,000 miles of toll lines and 10,048 
subscribers, has no bonded indebtedness and a capital averaging $96 per subscriber. I 
may add here that the cost of the Glasgow exchange, after providing in a large measure 
for future requirements, is somewhere in the neighbourhood of $90 per subscriber. So 
that in dealing with any company regarding these matters provision must be made 
against over-capitalization or watering of stock which the city might have to pay in 
the event of taking over the plant and business of the company. Another provision 
which should be made is that the city engineer should have the absolute right to de- 
termine whether the wires should be placed under ground or not, and all work done 
upon the streets should be carried out under his supervision. In dealing with this 
question it is also necessary to consider that there are improved systems of telephone 
coming into use. I am convinced that the automatic system which has been intro- 
duced in recent years is the coming system of telephone communication, and while 
the outside work will be the same for all systems, yet the reducing of the cost of the 
central exchange equipment and the reducing of the cost of operation by reason of the 
automatic system will have a great effect in reducing the cost of telephones than per- 
haps any other of the improvements which have been invented. Nor must we overlook 
the long distance exchange in dealing with this question. The Bell Telephone Company 
Lave now established exchanges in operation, and neither of the companies applying for 
a franchise has as yet any long-distance exchange in operation, though one of them, the 
Canadian Telephone and Telegraph Company agrees to construct such an exchange. I 
may say, however, that from looking into the matter I believe the telephone system, so 
far as 80 per cent of the subscribers are concerned, is really a local exchange. The 
average subscriber uses the long-distance line very seldom and many of them not at all. 
But to many of the larger business houses the long-distance exchange is a very good 
factor in the transaction of out-of-town business. A company building a new exchange 
at the present time will have a great advantage over the Bell Telephone Company. The 
Bell Company has practically to earn interest or pay dividends on the cost of two ex- 
changes, as they have rebuilt nearly the whole of their exchange in Toronto, while the 
pew company would have only the cost of one exchange to pay dividends on, and would 
probably have a more modern and efficient plant and be able to furnish subscribers 
with a better service. 

From my examination of the matter, I have come to the conclusion that a new 
exchange could be established in the city of Toronto providing for 10,000 subscribers, 
upon the same plan as the Bell Campany is at present installing in their central office, 
and a telephone service could be given to the subscribers at a rate of $30 for business 
phones and $20 for house ’phones, and pay a reasonable profit to the company, pro- 
viding, of course, that there was no over-capitalization or expensive management, and 
if an automatic system could be installed I believe these prices could be cut about $5 
per annum. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Which company had you in mind when talking about watering stock ? Had 
you any special company in mind at the time ?—A. No, I was discussing the question 
of the way some American companies had over-capitalized, and I was contending that 
in making any agreement with any company we should provide against over-capitali- 
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zation, because it was something that might very well follow if they got the exclusive 
right in the city. : 

Q. Because, I hope you have read the evidence before this committee—have you 
read it /—A. I have read part of it as it appeared in the daily papers. 

_ Q. I think we are sending you from day to day the evidence {—A. Yes, they have 

been, but I have not had time to read it. 

Q. Because I wanted to say that we found no water yet in any of the companies 
of Canada. I was asking if you had seen the evidence brought before this commit- 
tee?—A. This statement was prepared in J uly of last year. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Have you offered to purchase the Bell Company’s interest in Toronto ?—A. 
I do not know of any direct offers being made. I remember saying once to Mr. Duns- 
tan—asking him if they would sell it, but there was never any negotiation along that 
line. 

Q. That would be a very reasonable solution of the question if you could buy.— 
A. We would be delighted to buy them out. 

The Chairman.—I think there is a law to compel them to sell. 

Mr. Macrzan.—No law at present. 

WITNEss.—No. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. Did you make any offer?—A. No. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Wouldn’t it be a good thing to have a law to provide for that very thing ?—A. 
I think it would be a good thing. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Does not the Conmee Act provide for it ?—A. The Bell Company is held to 
be a Dominion company, and the Conmee Act only applies to provincial companies, 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. That is a very interesting point, that in your opinion it would be a desirable 
thing to have a federal law which would provide for the purchase by a municipality 
of a local system or of a system by an association of municipalities in some way ?—A. 
I think the Dominion Government should restore to the municipalities the control 
of the streets taken away by the Act of 1880 incorporating the Bell Company ; secondly, 
they should give municipalities power to purchase exchanges in their umits, and 
thirdly, the Dominion should take over the long-distance telephone lines and provide 
for control of the various telephone companies throughout the Dominion. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. That is a subject for this afternoon.—A. I would rather deal with it this af- 
ternoon. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. That is a phase of the question which we will take up this afternoon. Have 
you anything further to offer 2—A. Just one thing, that was, that as mayor of the 
city, I received a great many complaints regarding the service in Toronto, a great 
many complaints made by subscribers from time to time to myself. 

Q. Have you investigated any of them yourself ?—A. Well, I personally have 
had many subjects for complaint, for instance, standing ten or fifteen minutes at the 
’phone and not getting a reply. 
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Q. Did you make a complaint to the company ?—A. I did not myself, but there 
have been, as I said, a great many complaints regarding inefficient service. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. There is no contract for an efficient service ?—A. No, there is no contract at 
present with the city, but contracts with subscribers. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Did I understand that Mr. Mayor has said what he wanted to say before the 
committee ?—A. I think I have covered it mostly now. I have a letter from the secre- 
tary of the Board of Trade, Toronto, asking me to present to the committee a state- 
ment prepared regarding the Bell Company by the Board of Trade in 1901, as repre- 
sentative of their views. 

Q. Was it sent to the Bell Company ?—A. It was sent to the Bell and sent to the 
members of the House here and to the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Shall we place it on file? 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. I would have no objection if the Bell Company received it.—A. It was pre- 
sented with this resolution : 

‘Resolved further that copies of this resolution, together with the president’s 
report on the matter, be forwarded to the members of the Dominion Government, the 
members of the Senate, and the members of the House of Commons.’ 

And that was done in 1901. 

Q. Was it sent to the Bell Company ?—A. They were all before the House at 
that time regarding legislation, so I presume they got it. 


Exhibit No. 164. 
RE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY. 


T'o the Members of the Council of the Board of Trade of the City of Toronto: 


GentLEMEN,—I beg formally to advise that the amendments, which were proposed 
to the Bill of the Bell Telephone Company, in the Private Bills Committee of the 
Senate, and which received the endorsation of this board, were defeated in the Senate 
Committee by a vote of 12 to 10, one of the majority being the vice- president of the 
Bell Telephone Company, a member of the committee. The amendment to the amend- 
ment, which was adopted, provided only that the Bell Telephone Company should be 
subject to such restrictions as should be inaposed by any future genera: Act. The Bill 
jvas then reported to the Senate, and I note by tais morning’s papers that, on the 
second reading, the Senate Committee’s amendment was defeated by a vote of 28 to 


'20. This, of course, indicates that there is a considerable section of our representa- 


tives who are seized, to a greater or less extent, with the importance of the subject. 

I think that the Bell Telephone Company have been much too successful in mis- 
representing the question at issue. Their tactics in representing to the Private Bills 
Committee of the Senate, and then to the Senate itself, that the whole opposition to 
their Bill sprang from the city of Toronto, gave evidence of ingenuity rather than of 
good faith. It appears to me though that the obvious nature of this misrepresentation 
would lose support to the company of senators acquainted with the facts of the case. 
It is by no means a question affecting Toronto interests only, and the Toronto Board 
of Trade, and the municipal council of Toronto, have both the active support and the 
best wishes of the municipalities throughout the country. 

The strongest argument against allowing the Bell Telephone Company to remain © 
unrestricted as to rates seems to be that in connection witn what has become a neces- 
sity of business life, there is no room for bargaining whatever. In this case it does 
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not ‘ take two to make a bargain.’ The Bell Telephone Company have shown wisdom 
in not raising rates up to the present as much as they might have done. They have, 
however, given evidence of what their intentions are, as to ultimate policy, in two 
ways :—First, by their application to the Governor in Council for authority to increase 
its rates in accordance with its suggested schedule, in which the rates asked to be 
allowed were $65 where there should be in the municipality 5,000 or 6,000 telephones; 
$70 for telephones in municipalities having 6,000 to 7,000 subscribers; and so on up 
to $85 for cities having 9,000 to 10,000 subscribers, these rates being applicable to 
subscribers located within one half mile of the main and centre exchange, with ad- 
ditional charges for greater distance, and for special equipment. The other way in 
which they have shown the policy which they intend to pursue is by tne increases al- 
ready made in Toronto to new applicants. The rates asked for such subscribers with- 
in reasonable distance from the central office has run as high as $475. 

A point to which the Telephone Company give no weight whatever is that their 
central offices are established arbitrarily by themselves. Naturally, they located them 
at the nearest point available to the majority of their subscribers. It does not seem 
reasonable, however, that people living in one section of the city will pay higher rates 
than people living in another section of the city, no farther away from tae real centre 
of population. For instance, in Toronto, I believe it is a fact that the centre of popu- 
lation is close to the corner of Spadina avenue and College street. As you are aware, 
the main telephone office is at a great distance from that point. 

Another feature, which I do not know to have been brought out clearly, is, that 
any extension of facilities of business tend to the enlargement of business. It seems, 
therefore, a matter which is not only important, but vital, that as this country is 
building up it shall not only not be handicapped by restrictive telephone rates, for 
long distance or otherwise, but shall, instead have the advantage of rates which pro- 
vide only a proper profit to the company supplying the service. 

In my judgment, this is a matter in which the people of the country may pro- 
perly consider that much responsibility rests with the Dominion government. So far 
as I am concerned, it seems to me that it is essentially within the province of the 
cabinet to lend the weight of its influence towards protecting the many from the un- 
just exactions of the few. 

In conclusion, so far as the Board of Trade is concerned, and I thoroughly believe 
tnat so far, also, as the municipality of Toronto, and the other municipalities of the 
Dominion are concerned, there is anxiety to be fair to the Bell Telephone Company, 
and if that company can establish from time to time to the satisfaction of the Gov- 
ernor in Council that they are not receiving reasonable profits on their business in 
any direction, the imposition of adequate rates would not encounter objection. 

The company’s application for increase of capital is one which, in connection with 
ordinary companies, is usually acceded to as a matter of course, but having regard to 
the logic of tne position, and to the fact that it is most undesirable that the Bell Tele- 
phone Company should have competition in the districts in which it operates, it seems 
to me, at all events, quite within the province of parliament to impose such conditions 
as should provide adequate remuneration to the company, but prevent extortion. If 
such provision is not made I fully believe that within the next few years telephone 
subscribers in Toronto will be paying from $200,000 to $300,000 per annum more than 
they should pay, and that the excess charges of the company throughout the Dominion 
will reach a sum approximating $1,000,000 per year. 

I take the liberty of suggesting that if it meets with the pleasure of the council, 
a resolution be adopted, calling for the support of the government aw members of the 
Senate, and of the House of Commons, to the principle outlined. 


A. E. AMES, 
Toronto, May 15, 1901. President. 
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Resolved, that this council desire to emphasize the great importance of telephone 
legislation now before the Senate of Canada, and to urge upon the government and 
members of the Senate, and of the House of Commons, the duty of enacting such pro- 
visions in connection with the application of the Bell Telephone Company for increase 
of capital as shall ensure provision by an independent tribunal of the rates to be 
charged their subscribers. Z 

Resolved further, that co-operation is invited of all boards of trade and ‘of all 
municipalities, and of all public journals, in impressing upon legislators the justice 
of this course. 

Resolved further, that copies of this resolution, together with the president’s re- 
port on the matter, be forwarded to tie members of the Dominion government, the 
members of the Senate, and the members of the House of Commons. Carried. 


- EDGAR A. WILLS, 
Toronto, May 15, 1901. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. You have been a resident of Toronto for a great many years?—A. Yes, 23 years. 

Q. Since the telephone system was first introduced?—A. Well, it was introduced 
before I came to Toronto. I came in 1882, and I think it was introduced a year or two 
before that. 

Q. In those days how did the service compare with the service at present?—A. I 
think the service is better to-day than it was then. 

Q. It does not need much hesitation to bring one to that conclusion, does it?—A. 
The service was a comparatively small one in those days. 

Q. There was a small number of subscribers. And what about the wires as to their 
efficiency ’—A. I cannot speak from any personal knowledge as to that. 

Q. You could recollect the condition of things 20 years ago?—A. I can recall that 
I think the service was not as good then. I was not personally a subscriber at that time. 

Q. But you used the telephone occasionally, I suppose?—A. Yes. 

Q. And am I not right in saying there was no comparison between the service to- 
day and what it was then?—A. I have seen the service within the last few years as bad 
as it was then. 

Q. Sometimes with a sleet storm?—A. No, because I have myself stood 15 minutes 
at the instrument and could not get a reply. | 

Q. You are speaking of the efficiency of the operator, not as to the efficiency of the 
wires and the plant?—A. I cannot say about that. - 

Q. Do you not know that the efficiency of the instruments and the wires has vastly 
improved ?—A. Yes, I think it has. 

Q. And that it is better now. Have you heard complaints except with regard to the 
operators such as you have spoken of ?—A. I have heard a great many complaints as to 
the service, possibly it may be because of construction or because of the operator, but 
they complain of having to wait for answers, of being cut off while they are speaking, 
and complaints of that kind. 

Q. Anything else but those two causes of complaint that you can think of?—A. 
There are so many complaints made that I do not go into them. I tell the people gen- 
erally that we have no control whatever over the company. 

Q. I want to know are there any other classes of complaints other than those you 
have mentioned?—-A. Those are the complaints generally. 

Q. That will cover it, will it?—A. They are general. 

Q. That is with regard to the operator?—A. I suppose the operator is employed by 
the company ? 

Q. Will you kindly answer my question?—A. I cannot say whether it is the fault 
of the operator or anything else, it might be attributed to something else than the 
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Q. The delay in getting an answer?—A. It may be the fault in the construction 
for all I know. 

Q. Do you say that the delay in getting an answer can be attributable to faulty 
‘construction ?—A. I am not an expert. This might occur, supposing when a person 
takes off the receiver. 

Q. Yes, you are not answering my question?’—A. I am not answering it ‘ yes’ or 
*no ’—tand the light opposite the operator, that advises the operator a person is calling, 
would not light; I do not know whether that will happen or not, but if that did happen 
it would not be the fault of the operator. 

Q. I am not asking you about a suppositious case?—A. I cannot say 

Q. That is you cannot say whether it is so or not, you are not personally acquainted 
with the method of operating the exchange?—A. I have been in the exchange in Tor- 
onto and at other places. 

Q. That is a casual visit?—A. A casual visit. 

Q. But you have no special knowledge of operating?—A. I have no special know- 
ledge. 

Q. Turning to the condition of things prior to this agreement of 1901, what do you 
say the rates were as you understood?—A. I cannot say of personal knowledge, but I 
think they were fixed at $50 and $30. 

Q. $50 for business and $30 for residents?—A. I think so. 

Q. Did you not know that there were mileage charges in addition ?—A. I have not 
heard so. 

Q. Was it not known to you?—A. Known to me, no. 

Q. Your idea was that it was simply $50 for business and $30 for residents ?—A. 
I was not a member of the council during all the time that agreement was in force. 

Q. That refers to the place where the instrument was located?—A. T might say 
that it was only by advice that I know of the rates of $50 and $30. 

Q. And in those days had they any such thing as the present long-distance instru: 
ment for house or office use?—A. Not that I know of. 

Q. They were all the Blake transmitter with an open saucer shaped receiver 
for speaking into’/—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you had experience practically in using that instrument?—A. Of ths 
Blake ? 

@. Yes.—A. Oh, yes. : 

Q. And also the long-distance?—A. I have one of the Blake yet in my law office. 

Q. How do they compare for efficiency ?—A. I find that the Blake transmitter in 
py office, speaking generally, gives as good service as the long-distance instrument 
in my house. ( 

Q@. For local service?—A. For local service. 

Q. Have you ever tried it for long-distance service outside the city ?—A. Yes, i 
was speaking over it last Friday in my office to Mr. Lighthall in Montreal, and I think 
it was the best conversation I have had with Montreal yet—that was the Blake trans- 
mitter. 

Q. And you find it for long-distance service as satisfactory ?—A. I would not say 
that. I found it on occasions as satisfactory. I have not had very ‘huny conversations 
over that line. 

Q. Is that your testimony that on occasions when you have used it, you have 
found it quite as satisfactory as the long-distance, and more expensive machine, but 
you will not say that it is as efficient on the whole?—A. I would not say that it is as 
efficient on the whole but I have found it satisfactory. 

Q. When did you get that Blake transmitter installed in your office2—A. Weill, 
I do not suppose it was the same one, but I started practising law for myself in 1891, 
end I ordered a telephone at that time. 

Q. And you had a Blake?—A. I had a Blake transmitter then, but I think it has 
been changed once or twice during the interval. 
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Q. Is it the case that you have had there that transmitter or some other trans- 
mnitter, continually during that period?—A. In my law office. 

Q. And you have not paid any increase in rate for it?—A. No. 

Q@. From the time since it was installed?—A. That is right. 

Q. Have you had any pressure brought upon you to make a change?—A. They have 
asked to have it changed. 

Q. You understand that if you change to a long distance transmitter, you got a 
more expensive machine, which they said would give you better service and that you 
- would be charged $5 extra?’—A. I do not know that it was more expensive. I was tol] 
that it was a cheaper machine than the Blake, but that I would get better service. 

Q. And that it would cost you $5 more?—A. Yes. 

Q. But you prefer to retain the Blake transmitter?—A. Yes, although we have 
keen asked two or three times to change. 

Q. You were asked to take the other and that was all there was?—A. That was all. 

Q. You understand that this has been the uniform course with their subscribers 
in Toronto?—A. I think so. I have been told that there was something like 4,000 
Blake transmitters in use still. 

Q. Somebody told you that?—A. Mr. Dunstan told me thas there was about 3,609 
the last time I spoke to him about them. 

Q. When was that?—A. During 1904, and in 1908. I believe it was between 4,000 
and 4,500. 

~Q. But the changes have not been made by reason of any compulsion on anybody? 
—A. Yes, persons have spoken to me in this way, that they were told by the Bell Tele- 
phone people that they could not give them a good service, which they had contracted 
to give them in their form of agreement, unless they put in a long distance transmitter. 

Q. That was the whole extent of your compulsion, was it?—A. Men have told 
me—yes. 

Q. Surely you can answer my question, please ?—A. Men have told me that. 

Q. Answer my question, please ?—A. (Question read by stenographer). That was 
the extent of the compulsion that I was advised of. 

Q. Then in the agreement of 1891 the city enjoyed what percentage of the Bell 
Telephone Company’s receipts?—A. Five per cent, I think. 

Q. About what did that come to per annum?—A. I cannot speak of my own per- 
sonal knowledge, I was not a member of the council at that time. 

Q@. Have you not investigated that?—A. I have, but I do not recollect. 

Q. You do not recollect?—A. I do not. 

; Q. Five per cent of the revenue went to the city, and the rates were fixed at $45 
end $252%—A. $45 and $25. 

Q. Still being the Blake transmitter? When was the long distance first put into 
use?—A. I cannot state that. 

Q. Was it after or before 796, the expiration of the agreement?—A. I cannot tell 
that. 

Q. Do you not know?—A. I do not know. 

Q. Did you not become aware in 1896 that the company was charging for its new 
long distance transmitter a great deal more than $45 and $252?—A. I did not know 
that. 

Q. That is news to you?—A. That is news to me. 

Q. That is news for you now. Have you not heard Mr. Dunstan time and again, 
‘before the mayor and board of control, stating that in reality they reduced the rates 
on the expiration of the agreement, while you contend that they had increased it by $5? 
Have you not heard that stated repeatedly ?—A. Not in any way. He stated something 
about higher rates before the agreement and that the agreement was a reduction of 
rates. 

Q. Did he not repeatedly state in conversation with committees of the city council 
that before the expiration of the said agreement in 1896 on the invention of the new 
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long distance transmitter, the company had been installing where it was necessary 
and persons wanted it, and that the charge was $70 per annum?—A. He might have 
done so, but I have no recollection. 

Q. Did he not contend at all events before the committee that the company was 
reducing its rates for the long distance instruments?—A. I remember him using an 
argument of that kind. 

Q. You did not think it was true?—A. No. 

Q@. And the company during the continuance of that agrement stated that it was 
a very burdensome agreement upon them did they not?—A. I am not sure, I was not 
a member of the council at that time, and I do not know anything about it. 

@. You have heard that, I suppose, said in conversation since then, have you 
not?—A. I have no recollection of it being said. 

Q. You know Ald. Hubbard?—A. Ido. . 

Q. He is one of your Board of Control?—A. Yes. 

Q. Has been a city alderman for a great many years?—A. Yes, for a long time. 

Q. He is there as Jong as you are?—A. Longer, twice as long. 

Q. Do you remember’ a conversation between Mr. Dunstan and the Board of Con- 
trol at which you were presiding officer as mayor, on March 28, 1904?—A. I remember 
we had some conferences in March and April of 1904. 

Q. I have what purports to be a shorthand report of that conference, and IJ find it 
is stated on page 6 by Mr. Dunstan : ‘The mayor and all the city officials agree that 
under the former contract it was very onerous on the company, but the company did 
not do any shirking, they carried it out faithfully.’ ‘ Ald. Hubbard—Yes, that is so, I 
never heard a single word of complaint from first to last, nothing could have been more 
satisfactory.’ Do you recall Ald. Hubbard making that statement ?—A. I do not recall 
the statement; it may have been made. 

Q. Would you contradict it?—A. No, I do not contradict it. 

Q. Then before that contract expired were you in the city council at all ¢—A. I 
was elected to the city council in 1900, that was my first year. 

Q. That was your first year?—A. vee 

Q. Do you know that as a matter of fact, of municipal history, that before that 
contract expired the city council decided to advertise throughout the North American 
continent for offers from competent companies ?—A. I was advised they had done so. 

Q. Just as a matter of ofticial knowledge, you have been told that?—A. By some 
of the officials. 

Q. And that such advertisements were inserted ?—A. I believe they were. 

Q. Generally through all the newspapers? And did they produce any results?—A. 
Not to my knowledge. 

Q. And at the expiration of that agreement, were there any iinioaiate efforts at 
continuing it?—A. I cannot speak of that, I know nothing about that. That was four 
or five years before I was a member of the council. 

Q@. You cannot say whether there was any effort or not? Had any friction as you 
call it arisen between the company and the City Council prior to your entering the 
council, do you say?—A. I was told there was; I was advised of that, but I cannot 
state. 

Q. Did you see any trace of it in the newspapers do you think?—A. Yes, I re- 
member there were complaints before that, I mean in the newspapers regarding the 
tearing up of the streets. 

Q. Regarding the tearing up of the streets?—A. Regarding the putting of poles 
on the streets. 

Q. But was there eens: with regard to the service?—A. I have heard com- 
plaints continually with regard to the service. 

Q. I am not speaking about the present time, but prior to your entering the coun- 
cil?—A. There were no complaints made of course to me. 
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Q. But in the newspapers, in the city newspapers, making complaints that you 
can recall?—A. I do not recall, I would not have paid any attention to them if there 
were. 

Q. Surely you were giving attention to public affairs?—A. Generally, yes, but I 
do not remember now. 

Q. What do you say of this extract in the Toronto Evening Telegram of the 31st 
of March, 1897 2—‘ Toronto does not want the Bell Telephone Company to conduct the 
service at a loss. The service is good, the company’s servants are courteous and ob- 
liging” Do you agree or disagree with that?—A. I do not know whether it is so or 
not—I cannot agree or disagree. 

Q. You cannot agree or disagree. This is the Toronto ‘News’ of October 4th, 
1897: ‘The people of Toronto have never fully realized the perfect telephone service 
they enjoy, nor appreciate the moderate charges that prevail. When they are informed 
by Assistant Engineer Rust, that, after visiting the United States and communicating 
with parties all over the continent, he cannot find any company that will attempt to 
compete with that established here, there can be no further proof asked of the asser- 
tion that Toronto is being treated in an exceptionally favourable manner. They are 
fortunate also in having at the head of the local branch of the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany men of intelligence, who are equally enthusiastic in their work and in their de- 
sire to afford subscribers a first-class service. The experience of the citizens with the 
company from its inception has been of a uniformly satisfactory character and a new 
company would have a hard row to hoe in going up against it.’ 


Mr. Berceron. Is that the Toronto ‘ World’? 
Mr, AYLESwortH.—No, it is the Toronto ‘ News.’ 


Q. Does that correctly describe in your judgment the attitude of the citizens of 
Toronto generally towards the company ?—A. I do not think it does at the time I first 
entered the council. . 

Q. It is three years before your entry into the council?—A. I cannot speak about 
it only since I went into the council. 

Q. I think all Toronto will agree that since then there has been a great deal of 
trouble made for the Bell Telephone Company?—A. I think that prior to that time 
there was a great deal of dissatisfaction with the service. 

Q. We come to the ‘Star’ of the 25th of March, 1899. That was only a year 
before you entered the council: ‘The City Engineer advised that the Bell Telephone 
Company be allowed to erect more poles in the annex district. Ald. Lamb thought it 
would be proper to do so. The Telephone Company were decent people and were giv- 
ing the cheapest service in the world, with underground wires where they are really 
needed.’? You would disagree with that view, of Ald. Lamb’s?—A. Yes, I do. 

Q. He had been at that time, 1899, an alderman of the City of Toronto for a gen- 
eration almost?—A. For nine or ten years I think. 

Q. And was for a long while a chairman of one of the most important committees 
—for many years?—A. For several years he was chairman on the Committee on 
Works. | 

Q. But you disagree entirely with his statement that in 1899 the Bell Telephone 
Company was giving the cheapest service in the world, with underground wires 
where they were really needed?—A. Yes, I do disagree with that. 

Q. Would you disagree with this statement by Alderman Lamb?—A. Yes, and I 
might also add that Alderman Lamb was always looked upon as one of the strongest 
friends the Bell Telephone Company had in the city. , 

Q. And you were a strenuous opponent of Alderman Lamb on that subject ?—A. 
I defeated him for mayor. 

Q. And he said, on March 21, 1896, that ‘the present service was good, and the 
officials, from the manager down, are obliging and are anxious to repair any defects in 


the service’?—A. I would not agree with that. 
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Q. On that occasion, according to the report that I have, Alderman Hubbard, 
whom I have quoted before, moved that the city advertise at once for a new company, 
as, if there is no other one in the field to use as a club, they could do nothing. Did 
you ever hear such a reason given as that?—A. I have never heard that reason; I have 
heard it stated that competition would give better service. 

Q. Would it be a correct designation of the policy which the city has been pur- 
suing for the past four or five years, with regard to the Bell Telephone Company, to 
say that a club was considered a very useful instrument to have in the house?—A. Not 
to my knowledge. 

Q. And that is not correct?—A. Not correct. 

Q. But it describes the attitude of the city ?—A. I believe that competition would 
be a great advantage to the city. 

Q. In the way of compelling the company to accede to their wishes?—A. To give 
us reduced rates. 

Q. Well, that might be pretty well called a club?—A. You might denominate it 
that, if you choose. 

Q. But competition is what you mean?—A. Yes. 

Q. And if you could have succeeded in establishing your view that the company 
could not plant another pole without the city’s consent, that would have compelled 
them to agree to any terms you desire?—A. That would have been a very great ad- 
vantage to the city. 

Q. They could have compelled the company to pay any license fees within reason 
that you could exact?—A. Within reason, and it would have enabled us to make a 
better bargain. 

Q. Would it be proper to call that a club?—A. I do not think so. 

Q. That would be gentle persuasion?—A. That would be one of the rights that we 
have. 

Q. That is, if the Privy Council had agreed with your view of the law2—A. Yes. 

Q. Anyway, in that connection, your view was based entirely on the idea that the 
Ontario statute, and not the Dominion statutes governed?—A. My idea’ was that the 
Ontario statute governed. 

Q. And it was never your view, was it, as a lawyer, that, supposing the Dominion 
statute governed, that there was any doubt as to what it meant?—A. That was a ques- 
tion of law; I am not giving a legal opinion now. 

Q. You told us that you formed an opinion, in which you were confirmed by 
counsel, that the city had control over its streets?—A. I am not here for the purpose 
of giving a legal opinion. 

Q. I want to ask you, having made the statement that you did, if there is any 
doubt in your mind about the meaning of the language used in the Dominion statute ? 
—A. Yes, there was one question, with regard to the location of the lines, whether that 
could be interpreted to give the city power to locate an underground system, instead 
of the poles. 

Q. That was the only question. 


The CHarrMan.—Would it not be well to take that phase of the question up after 
four o’clock ? 


Mr. AYLESwortH.—I am not going to pursue it at all; it is a question of fact. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. Just state now a history of the litigation, the whole of the city’s contentions? ~ 
—A. Yes. 

Q. It was based on the view that it was the Ontario statute that governed ?—A. 
That is what I understood. 

Q. Justice Street held that the city was correct?—A. Yes. 

Q. Justice McLennan also held that the city was correct?—A. I think go. 
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cs Q. Took the view that the company was obliged to obey the Ontario statute2—A. 
es, 

Q. And they were the only two judges in the course of al] that long litigation that 
adopted that view ?—A. I think they were. 

Q. Then, just one more reference to that whole agreement, and why it was not 
renewed. On April 18, 1901, you were in the city council ?—A. I was. 

Q. And you paid some attention to this question of the Bell Telephone Company 
at the time did you not?—A. Yes. 

Q. Ald. Hubbard was then a member of the council?—A. Yes, 

Q. And on the board of control?—A. I cannot say that. 

Q. Well, he was a member of the council anyway ’—A. Yes, 

Q. I have been furnished with an extract from a newspaper report of the meeting 
of the board of control on April 18, 1901, in which in discussing that agreement Ald. 
Hubbard is reported to have said: ‘That the company did not refuse to renew that 
agreement. The corporation was to blame for not renewing it’ Do you agree?—A, 
I do not agree, I do not know. I do not think Ald. Hubbard made such a statement as 
that. You cannot always rely on the newspaper reports, and I do not believe that Ald. 
Hubbard made that statement. 

Q. You cannot say whether that is true or not 2—A. No, because I was not a mem- 
ber of the board of control at that time. ° 

Q. At that time, April 18, 19012 Then, at a meeting of the board of control on 
April 4, 1901, Ald. Hubbard is reported to have said: ‘We used to have an agreement 
with the company, but upon its expiration it was not renewed, because it was thought 
that such renewal might interfere with establishing a municipal telephone system, 
which was talked of at that time.’ Correct or incorrect?—A. I cannot say whether it 
was correct or incorrect. 

Q. You have heard that statement made during your time in the city council by 
Ald. Hubbard, whether alderman at the time or not?—A. I never heard that statement 
made in the council. ‘ 

Q. Have you ever heard Ald. Hubbard make that statement out of the council ?— 
A. I never heard it out of the council. , 

Q. And you cannot say whether it was the true reason or not if it were given ?— 
A. I could not. 

Q. Then this litigation which went to the Privy Council, if I understand it cor- 
rectly, was deliberately instituted by the city with the object of establishing the city’s 
contention that the company could not plant another pole without the city’s leave ?—A. 
It was deliberately instituted for the purpose of ascertaining what our rights were. 

Q. And the contention on the part of the city was?—A. We contended that we had 
the right to control our streets. 

Q. Yes?—A. We wished to have our rights ascertained. 

Q. And in supporting that litigation your proposition to institute it, did you, on 
March 29, 1901, at the committee on works, say: ‘ That you were sure that the company 
could not lay conduits without the consent of the city. The city could also impose a 
tax or license fee. He urged the company be not allowed to erect another pole until all 
these legal matters were settled’?—A. I was not a member of the committee on works 
at that time, but that was the position I took about it, that that was our legal position. 

Q. And in March, 1904, you were mayor, of course?—A. Yes. 

Q. And at that time your appeal to the Privy Council the argument had not yet 
been heard?—A. Yes. 

Q. Did you then, sitting in the board of control on March 17, say that if you suc- 
ceeded in the action before the Privy Council you could grant an absolute monopoly by 
stopping the present company from putting up any poles or wires or taking another | 
subscriber ?—-A. I took that position as a result if the decision was in our favour. 
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Q. And on May 6, 1908, at a conference with the board of control, did you say : 
‘That if the city was successful in its legal action they could forbid the company 
making any extensions ’?’—A. I did say that, yes. | 

Q. And did Controller Richardson say: ‘That the course outlined by the mayo1 
would be nothing short of highway robbery ’??—A. I cannot say that; I do not remember 
the latter part. I do remember that I took that position that we had control of our 
streets, that we could say whether poles should be put up or should not be put up— 
I explained that the municipality should have absolute control of its own streets, ana 
that no person had the right to go upon them. 

Q. That is a matter for discussion this afternoon. I was only getting the facts in 
that connection. You sey that you had some offer last year from some other company; 
what company was that?—A. The Canadian Telegraph and Telephone Company. 

Q. Where are their headquarters to-day?—A. I don’t know. 

Mr. Curysier.—They are at Ottawa ?—A. Mr. Chrysler tells me they are at Ottawa. 


Q. Is it any other than a paper concern, do you know?—A. I do not know. 

Q. Was there anything, was there a dollar of capital subscribed ?—A. I cannot 
tell you. 

Q. Can you tell me who the promoters were?—A. I met Mr. Leonard, and Mr. 
Bickerdike. 

Mr. Dewart.—The statute will show. 


Q. It will show who the incorporators were?—A. There were a number of members 
of parliament in the company. 

Q. I do not know whether the charter will give the information. How did they 
take concrete form in connection with the proposition to you? Whom aid you meet 
as their representative ?—A. I met Mr. Leonard, who put in the offer, and I think it 
was Mr. Bickerdike. 

Q. Did you meet anybody else?—A. They had counsel representing them. 

Q. The same counsel who is representing you to-day @—A. I think it was Mr. 
Dewart. 

Q. You think so?—A. I think so. 

Q. This was on the 5th of June, 1904; they were before you ¢—A. No, the offer 
was made on January 20. 

Q. Were they not there before the council within the last six months?—A. Yes. 
last six months of 1904. 

Q. Were they represented by anyone other than by the person who represents you 
here as counsel to-day ?—A. Mr. Leonard was there with Mr. Dewart. 

Q. Now, just one otner question. Do I understand you, Mr. Mayor, that you 
would recommend to this committee that as useful legislation the Dominion Parliament 
should adopt the Conmee Act as applicable to this company ?—A. I do not say that. 

Q. That is what I-understand?—A. I do not say the Conmee Act. 

The CHarRMAN.—Is not that touching a question that will be taken up this after- 
noon ? 


Mr. AyLeswortH.—I hardly think so, with due deference, because the mayor ex- 
presses the opinion as to the advantage he thought it would be if the Dominion Parlia- 
ment passed legislation enabling the city to expropriate the local business of the Bell 
Telephone Company ?’—-A. I agree with that, but I do not look upon the Conmee Act 
as an Act for the purpose of expropriating; I regard it as somewhat of an Act for the 
purpose of preventing expropriation. 

Q. Let us understand so that the gentlemen of the committee will understand your 
recommendation or opinion, whether you will advocate the application of the Conmes 
Act or the Conmee clauses of the municipal Act to such a case as the Bell Telephon? 
Company ?—A. Not the Conmee clauses, but an Act which will enable us to expropr: 
ate upon fair terms—terms to be decided upon by arbitration. 

Q. But of course any statute which would make it incumbent upon the munici- 
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pality to expropriate an existing company before establishing a competitive system 0¢ 
their own, that would be monstrous?—A. I beg pardon. 

Q. I say, of course, that any statement which will compel the municipality to ex- 
propriate on fair terms—A. I would agree to that, to a statute which would enable the 
municipality to expropriate on that unfair term, 

Q. I am saying that a statute such as the Conmee Act which will make it compul- 
sory on the city to expropriate the existing company would not be satisfactory to you? 
—A. I said I would prefer if the Act was a proper one, I would prefer to expropriat- 
before we established a company of our own ,because we would take over their plant 
as a going concern, which would be of very much advantage to the city. 

Q. Would you advocate a provision in the Dominion statute making it compulsory 
upon all municipalities before establishing a municipal system of their own to expro- 
priate any one that is already in operation ?—A. I would agree to that if the terms 
were fair to the municipality. 

Q. The terms being in reference to?—A. Yes. The value of the property and not 
the franchise rights. 

Q. That is as you understand it in outline, the provisions of the Conmee Act 7—A. 
I understand that the Conmee Act is that you may go on with an arbitration and then 
you may not take it over at the close. 

- Q. That is, the municipality may decline?—A. No, the company may decline to 
sell. 

Q. I do not think you will find any such thing there?—A. We were advised by the 
corporation counsel that we could not compel the sale of the electric light works under 
the Conmee Act. 

Q. Because it does not apply to electric light ?—A. It is supposed to apply to gas 
and electric light companies. 

Q. You know, I suppose that under the Municipal Act you have the right to es- 
tablish a competitive service at any time without expropriating anybody ?—A. I think 
we have. 

Q. But you still think you have the right to expropriate first?—A. I think we 
should have. : 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. This is not a crime to fight for public rights in this way ?—A. I do not think 
so, but some people do. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I have only a word or two, I think. I only want to add if you have had your 
attention called to the statement which has been proved in this case with regard to 
the city of Toronto, that figures have been put in by the Bell Telephone Company, show- 
ing that for a series of years, from 1891 to 1904, the number of subscribers, the total 
plant account, the rental of the long-distance, the total receipts, the cost of maintenance, 
the cost of operating, and the total and the net revenue and the percentage and revenue 
account, Have you seen that?—A. No, I have not seen that before. 

Q. You have not—perhaps if you had seen it in time it would have been in the 
interests of the inquiry?—A. My attention was not called to it. 

Q. That was published on the 10th; at least that is the report of the meeting of 
the 10th of May. I do not know how soon after that it was published ?—A. I have not 
seen that before. 

Q. None of your officers can give us any criticism of it?—A. T do not think so. 

Q. With regard to the agreement, Exhibit No. 156, which existed between 1891 and 
1896, the rates charged during that period of time appeared to have been $25 for resi- 


dents and $45 for business houses ?—A. Yes. 
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Q. Do you know what the rates in force in Toronto are to-day ‘—A. Those who 
have phones. the Blake transmitter, are still paying these rates; those who have the 
new long-distance transmitter are paying $50 and $30 for subscribers generally. 

Q. So that without the extension of this contract between the city and the Bell 
Telephone Company the rates have been continued, except that additional charges made 
for the use of the. long-distance telephone?—A. Yes. Of course I think that they 
should not make that charge because they are bound under tneir contract to give a 
good service, and under that new legislation passed in 1902 they were not supposed to 
increase their rates. 

Q. That is their Dominion Act under which their capital was increased 2—A. Yes, 
without consent of the Governor in Council ,and I thought that taat was an increase 
of their rates. | 

Q. Speaking generally as to the negotiations which have gone on since 1896, are the 
citizens willing to renew an agreement of this kind if there is no advance in the rates? 
—A.I cannot speak as to that. 

Q. What is your view?—A. My own judgment is that tne rates should be made 
a little less than they are. In fact, I did offer to Mr. Dunstan that if they would make 
the rates a little less than these we might renew the agreement. 

Q. Was there anything in that offer of yours with regard to the extra charge for 
long-distance transmitter?—A. No, that was just a verbal proposition which would 
cover an up-to-date service. 

Q. And in your mind you would consider that the long-distance transmitter should 
be included at these figures?—A. I consider that they should have given a long-dis- 
tance transmitter at their old rates of $45 and $25. 

Q. So that the rate in your mind would have been a satisfactory settlement or 
you would not have made the offer ?—A. I beg pardon. 

Q. That that would be a satisfactory settlement?—A. That was in my own mind 
with somewhat less rates. 

Q. And then you were getting a percentage of five per cent of the gross receipts ?— 
A. I think that we should have a reasonable percentage. 

Q. What would you consider a reasonable percentage ?—A. Five per cent would be- 
a reasonable percentage. 

Q. Look at this statement, and you will see that almost in every year, take the 
number of ’phones, take for instance the year 1903, which is the convenient figure to. 
compute, the revenue was $409,000?—A. Five per cent on that would be $20,000. 

Q. That would be $20,000, and the number of subscribers was 11,252, so that you 
would get a return of nearly $2 per subscriber?—A. About that. 

Q. Take nearly any year almost, and you will find that is about what they will 
amount to, so that upon tkese figures from Toronto, that percentage of five per cent 
would amount to about $2 return to the city for each subscriber?—A. Yes. 

Q. In your form of specification (Exhibit No. 160) which I suppose was drawn 
with considerable care, you ask the applicants to tender on the basis of paying the cor- 
poration the sum of 24 per cent of your revenue for the first five years and thereafter 
5 per cent and also in the alternative tender to tender on the basis of paying no per- 
centage.—A. Yes. 

Q. Insofar as you have got, how did they work out? Did you find that they made 
any considerable difference?—A. We only received one offer. 

Q. What difference did it make in the figures of the tender?—A. I think they only 
tendered upon the one basis. The Stark Telephone Company offered to supply pliones. 
at $36 and $18 and the company was to pay the corporation 24 per cent upon all the 
revenue of the company for five years and thereafter 5 per cent. - 

Q. Then they tendered on the basis of paying a percentage @—A. Yes. 

Q. There was no alternative—I thought it would be instructive to determine what 
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‘difference they made in the tenders as between paying a percentage and not paying a 
percentage?—A. I cannot speak from memory, but I do not think they made any such 
difference, but we had the right to expropriate their property as well. 

Q. Clause 31 of the specification reads : ‘The corporation shall not engage in the 
business of installing or operating telephones in the city during the continuance of the 
contract, to be entered into under these specifications, unless and until the said corpora- 
tion shall give notice of their intention to buy out the applicants property or such part 
thereof as is herein provided may be taken over at the expiration of the period 
of ten years, or at the expiration of any succeeding period of five years, and then only 
by carrying out such intention to so buy.’ Was that also made a basis of the tender? 
—A. That was made a basis of the tender, yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. You spoke of this long distance transmitter being a matter of negotiations be- 
tween the company and its subscribers in Toronto? You spoke of the Bell Telephone 
company approaching their subscribers in Toronto and negotiating for the substitution 
of the long distance for the base transmitter.—A. Yes. 

Q. That took place?—A. I understand it did. 

Q. And an additional charge was made for it?—A. $5 per year. 

Q. And also was there not an effort made to extend the contract, over the time at 
which the city’s contract with the Bell Telephone company expired?—A. I am not 
cognizant of that. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. I think there was no contract in existence at this time because it expired in 
1896 ?—A. No, because I think these long distance transmitters were put in before the 
city’s agreement expired, and the agreement with them overlapped the city’s contract. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Generally speaking, what do you say with regard to the service given to the 
people of Toronto by the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. I think it is a fair service; 
but there have been, as I have said, a great many complaints regarding the service 
made to me. Whether that is on account of the equipment or the fault of the opera- 
tor I do not know. . 

Q. But generally speaking?—A. I think it is a fair service. 

Q@. In the statement you handed in here, you make a reference to the telephone 
service in various other countries, European countries more particularly ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What do you say about them, you have some knowledge of them, I presume ?—- 
A. Just from reading works on the subject. 

@. You have no personal knowledge?—A. No personal knowledge; the only plant 
I examined personally was the plant at Glasgow. 

Q. That statement which you have submitted here, and which is perhaps to be 
incorporated in the evidence, which is to be given to the people o! this country i— 
A. I just handed it in to the committee, I did not know it was 19 be incorporated as 
evidence. 

Q. It is not to be incorporated with the evidence I will not ask any questions about 
i: 

The CHAIRMAN.—It is marked as a portion of the evidence. 

Mr. Berceron.—Do I understand it to be incorporated in the evidence? 

The CHAIRMAN.—Yes, it is marked as his experience. 

Mr. Berceron.—I thought I heard the mayor say that he would not swear to that? 
—A. That statement I prepared for the Board of Control, giving my own opinion re- 
garding telephone matters. : : 

Q. As a matter of fact you did not consider it evidence?—A. No, I would not 
consider it so, because I have gathered a lot of information from books which the 
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committee might gather as well as I might gather it. I would not think it was 
evidence. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


_ Q. It is important that when statements are to be put in evidence they should be 
verified /—A. I do not think it is put in on the same basis as the offers put in by the 
City of Toronto, for instance. 

Mr. MAcLEAN.—We are printing evidence and information both. 

The CHairMAN.—This might go into Appendix ‘ A,’ as information. 

Mr. JouNston.—But any information we are to give to the people of this country 
in the report that is to be sent out should be verified. You speak of Stockholm here, 
Mr. Mayor, as having perhaps the best telephone service in the world—A. I copied 
that from some authority. 

Q. As a matter of fact you have no reason to believe that in the city of Stockholm 
the citizens are getting any better service than is given by the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany ?—A. Except what I have heard. 

Q. Then there are Berlin, Copenhagen, Rotterdam, St. Petersburg, and Amster- 
dam?—A. This is all from reading and not from personal knowledge. 

Q. You would not be prepared to swear that the service in these places is nearly 
as good as in Canada‘’—A. I am not prepared to swear, I am merely giving the in- 
formation from books. 

Q. But if I wanted to say that from personal knowledge I know that in neither: 
of these places is the telephone service nearly as efficient as that given by the Bell Tele- 
_ phone Company in Canada, you would not contradict it?—A. I certainly would not. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. In your study of the subject, Mr. Mayor, did you ever investigate the com- 
parative extent to which the citizens of one city patronize the telephone as compared 
with the citizens of another city?—A. As to the use of the telephone? 

Q. In proportion to the population?’—A. I have to some extent, but not to any 
very great extent. 

Q. Can you tell me, as a result, in what city of North America of over 200,000: 
inhabitants, there is the greatest patronage of the Bell Telephone Company accerding 
to population ?—A. I cannot tell you that. 

Q. Can you tell me at all how Toronto would rank?—A. I cannot tell you how 
Toronto ranks; I had the figures before me at one time, but I cannot rememher. 

Q. I am told that there is only one city on the continent in which they patronize 
the telephone to the same extent as they do in Toronto, and that is Minneapolis? —A. 
I cannot tell that. | 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. What is the basis of your complaint in the city of Toronto. Is it the control 
of the streets or the prices charged by the company?—A. We think the price is too 
high, and that the municipality should have control of their streets. I have kept 
away from the question of streets to-day because I thought that would come up this 
afternoon. 

Q. What is the basis of your complaint, is it the disfiguring of the streets ?—A. 
Their planting poles all over the city, I think on many streets where they should have- 
gone underground. The city should have the right to decide, whereas all they do now 
is simply to inform us that they propose to put poles on a certain street and ask the 
city or the city engineer to appoint somebody to loeate the poles. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. On this question I will ask you this afternoon—you say you have examined the. 
Glasgow system?—A. Yes, I was there. 
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Q. You know how the municipality there has control of its streets ’—A. Yes, I 
know something about it. 
Q. Then I will, this afternoon, ask you about that. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. C. H. Rust, called and sworn. 


By Mr. Dewart : 


Q. You are engineer for the city of Toronto?—A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you acted in that capacity?—A. Since 1898. 

Q. And before that?—A. I was deputy city engineer for six years, and have been 
connected with the department since 1877. 

Q. Then you know of the existence of this agreement with the Bell Company that 
‘is put in that was in existence from 1891 to 1896?—A. Yes. 

Q. Can you say what was the reason why that agreement was not renewed ?—A. 
My impression was 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—He was not there. 

Mr. Dewart.—He was there; he has been in the department since 1877. 

WIrTNEsS.—My impression was that the Bell Company refused to renew it. 


By Mr, Dewart : 


Q. That is your recollection from what took place at the time?—A. Yes. 
Mr. AYLESwortH.—‘ Impression,’ he said. You should not repeat his words 
wrongly. 


By Mr. Dewart: 
Q. Is that your recollection?—A. Yes, 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Do you know it, as a matter of fact?2—A. Yes. 

Q. Can you state it on your oath?—A. I have been informed 

Q. What the committee desires to know is statements of facts. Do you know it 
as a matter of fact?—A. I said that as a matter of fact I was informed by the officials 
of the Bell Company. Q. Never mind being informed. 

Mr. DEwart.—He says he was informed by the Bell Company officials. 

Wirtness.—I do not think that the Bell Company wrote to the city and said they 
refused to renew the agreement. I am giving the best answer I can. 

Mr. Jonnston.—That is all we want. 


By Mr. Dewart : 

Q. Something has been said with reference to the control of the streets. What 
was it that gave rise to the action that took place in 1901 against the Bell Company ?— 
A. Of course, we had always objected to the Bell Company being able to occupy the 
streets with poles without the consent of the city council. 

Q. What were the particular circumstances that led up to the matter then as to 
the facts or acts of the company?—A. The city council gave instructions to me that 
we were not to allow any more poles to be planted by the Bell Company. 

Q. On any particular streets?—A. I do not remember the streets now. 

Q. Do you recollect anything with reference to Bloor street at that time?—A .Yes, 
there was Bloor street, that was one. There were two or three streets. 

Q. Madison avenue, do you recollect?—A. Yes, that was another. 

Q. So that there were certain streets ?—A. That the Bell Company wanted to 
put poles on and we declined to give them permission. 
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Q. Now, would you state from your experience as city engineer wnether there is 
any objection to the Bell Company having access to the streets for the erection of poles 
or the tearing up of streets for laying conduits as they may desire?—A. I think it is 
a matter that should be left to an official, the city engineer for instance, to say, for 
instance, we may have just paved a street 

Q. As to the practical side of the case—what objections are there from your stand- 
point as city engineer to tne company having an unlimited right to erect poles or put 
down conduits, as the case may be?—A. It is not in the interests of the city. For in- 
stance, we may have just recently paved a street. The company come and say they 
want to lay conduits or erect poles, and we think we should be in a position to say, ‘ You 
cannot come here, but you may go on another street.’ Just as an instance, the Post 
Office Department are doing underground work in Toronto for pneumatic tubes. They 
made application to the council to use the streets. The matter was referred to our de- 
partment, and after consultation with the engineer in cnarge, I said, ‘You cannot go 
on these streets because we have just paved them,’ and they went to another street. 
But the Bell come along and say they want to go on a certain street, and we cannot stop 
them under that Act. 

Q. What is the effect of tearing up pavement recently laid on the street for the 
laying of conduits?—A. Take the pavement of asphalt which has been recently laid on 
a good foundation. If you tear it up you cannot get it in the good condition in which 
it previously existed. 


By Mr. Johnson: 


Q. Are the Bell people in the habit of tearing up your pavements ?—A. They notify 
us when they want to lay underground work on certain streets and we have nothing to 
do, or that they want to locate poles. In that case we locate tne poles for them, and 
we say as far as possible what part of the streets they shall use for underground work. 

Q. Do you suggest an alternate route—when they propose a certain route to which 
you object do you suggest an alternative proposal?—A. We have done so. 

Q. And they have refused to accept the alternative proposal?—A. No, I cannot 
say that; but as a rule they open these streets where they say they want to. 

Q. Are you prepared to give us some instances of the Bell Company opening up 
streets in opposition to your department, after having been refused by your depart- 
ment, or where they have refused to adopt an alternative proposal?—A. I do not think 
that I can give any instances to you, but there have been some cases. | 

Q. You don’t know of any instance?—A. I think there was the case of Huron 
street or Madison avenue. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. Bloor street and Madison avenue?—A. That is their poles. I refer to under- 
ground work. 

Q. You say you think there are such instances, but you cannot give them now? 
—A. Yes. r 

Q. In connection with the installation of an independent or competitive system, 
did you go at all into the cost of construction and installation, what it would cost to 
put in an independent or competitive system ?—A. Yes, I prepared a report for council 
and got two others to make reports. 

Q. Have you those reports with you?—A. Yes, I have them. 

Q. Can you submit the reports or copies of them for the information of the com- 
mittee ?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What is the nature of these reports?—A. These are reports on the cost of a 
telephone system. 
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Q. These were reports of the estimated cost of a telephone exchange, one from 
Mr. T. F. Ahern, of Detroit, 1898, and another from Mr. Dagger, September, 1900, 
and there is your own report of September, 12, 19002—A. Yes. 

Mr. Dewart.—If the committee desires these we will put them in as showing esti- 
mates obtained by the city with reference to this matter, and Mr. Rust’s report upon 
the matter at taat time. 


Exhibit No. 165. 


Derrorr, Micu., February 28, 1898, 
The Hon. Joun Suaw, 
Mayor of Toronto, 

Canada. 


Dear Sir,—Attached herewith is a prospectus, showing the earnings of a six thou- 
sand line plant for the city of Toronto, at the following rates :— 
Hor A pUciMess telepHone. f+... oe. - .. +. $40 per year. 
Hor a residence telephone... <<) .)... .. .. iy wil Gepealaial i45) oe 
I have computed the cost of maintenance principally from the cost of maintenance 
of the Detroit Telephone Company, which is in actual operation. I am, 


Very respectfully yours, 
Tuomas Francis AHERN. 


PROSPECTUS. 

4,000 business telephones at $40.. .... ele whe ss 68 ae BE OU.OUO 

a 000sresidencemtelephones! af $250.04... oe oe oe -. 50,000 

ogalvearmninges gs shy) ie ps Pian eite, scree cee eee LOGE) 

MAINTENANCE. 

Ceverolenranaven seen nie AU AN RGoe $4,000 
Deshetury andeireasuiers: (Foca kc sale do os vee 3,000 
PIMC m inant Ont anh ail dete Fe 2,000 
PeStesaperatendenter cs, Sb a kee Whe lls 1,500 
Worsinichand igen tgs sk hee Wea Ta y.. 1,200 
eve Consenuetign agent, «ici. (oi 16a phat. yack. 500 
de OWE aS ay A ea’ 1,500 
emAsteenmokisccper sh ko sit! Ait fen clases dec 700 
Dror ClePR SU CAIs Mii <! cs sls ele (fe ees 3 600 
OUGORD Oy BILD? WA). 29S estate ay ele case 240 
Pacis Wren tee te bas ete es oh 8 Siee os 900 
Pipe e Ors. .ahom <a iie bis, id RN ER. 2, | 2800 
PUCEeEMeR Bevel: Behe we Gece telinchane ay al -O1500 
Sasa OUtcob eso Re xe Cee. y.. « 1,000 
TPR OREM Menara. NE Je ess able vaeatlake: ic (2500 
area pect ser exChanoes...... 42 6:12 Viki ae Be < 1,200 
ES ITAge re ares NY Poh Al RE Oy 600 
4 chiefsoperators at $860... %.. .2 1. 6... .s cs. 1,440 
PROV ETALOTS) OL uP20) nes 6 ee yee terete d 380,000 
Superintendent of construction... ...... .. .. 900 
EC TNTE NOD ees re he ts te eee SS 780 
GR eE NOL! SO Oita foo atsilt dates area! Beryaie) (3,000 


ME MATG PACA ITIDIACTAL 4201 els) dca ay oko enna ee » 900 
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preepectors at 8504. eis hs ee ee ark OO 
Beertterial . ......0°: jxtirsenres wesee: ute wieder ee 
Balvery ..)3 ce CO etek ee 1,000 
Unexpected expanses <*) 5. iis (aeons eros 
Annual depreciation of plant .. .. .. ...... 10,000 

$95,460 
Five per cent interest on $600,000 bonds. .. .... 30,000 

Total expenditures tas) «2 53) SP Reee ae ee i 


Net profits: fate.) . Ae eee 84,540 
About 14 per cent on $600,000 stock. 


Derroir, Micu, February 28, 1898. 
Hon. Joun Suaw, 


Mayor of Toronto. - 


Dear Sir,—In pursuance with your request, I submit herewith attached for your 
consideration, an estimate for the construction of a telephone plant in the city of 
Toronto, for six thousand metallic lines. 


Very respectfully yours, 
THOMAS Francis AHERN, 


Electrical Engineer. 


City of Detroit, 


United States of America, 
County of Wayne. 


In THE MATTER of the application of the Bell Telephone Company to the Governor 
General in Council to increase their rates of charges for the use of telephones. 

I, THomas Francis AHERN, of the City of Detroit, in the County of Wayne, in 
the State of Michigan, one of the United States of America, electrical engineer, do 
solemnly declare: 

1. That I am general superintendent of the Detroit Telephone Company. 

2. That I have prepared the report hereto annexed, at the request of the mayor of 
the City of Toronto. 

3. That the facts and matters therein stated are true and correct, to the best of 
my knowledge, information and belief, and so far as they purport to be, have been 
prepared and made by myself, and in so far as the facts and matters have not been 
prepared by myself, they have been supplied to me by Charles H. Rust, engineer of 
the City of Toronto. 

4. That I have had nineteen years’ experience in the telephone business, and have 
been fifteen years in the employment of the Bell Telephone Company, and have been 
ten years acting as electrical engineer, and am, and have been, the constructing en- 
gineer of the Detroit Telephone Company, and have had a large experience in tele- 
phone construction. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true and 
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by virture of 
‘The Canada Evidence Act, 1893.’ 


THOMAS FRANCIS AHERN. 


in the County of Wayne, this 28th day 
of February, A.D. 1898. 
JAMES A. WHEELER, 
Notary Public, Wayne Co., Michigan, U.S.A. 


Declared before me at the City of | 
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DESCRIPTION. 


1st. I have located the Central Station on the north-west corner of West King and 
Bay Streets, in what is known as the ‘ Mail’ Building. 

This exchange can be located a block or two in any direction from said place, with: 
cut materially affecting the cost of this estimate. 

2nd. I have based this estimate on the. supposition that three exchanges will be 
built within the incorporate limits of the City of Toronto, one exchange to be located 
as above stated; the North Exchange to be located on or near the corner of Yonge and 
Bloor Streets, the West Exchange to be located on or near the corner of Queen and 
Dovercourt Road. 


3rd. The maximum capacity of the Main Exchange to be 4,500. 
The maximum capacity of the North Exchange to be 1,000. 
The maximum capacity of the West Exchange to be 1,000. 


This gives a total switching capacity of 6,500, a margin of 500 over and above 
the estimated capacity of the plant. 

4th. Distribution of instruments according to the circles on drawings of pro- 
posed underground system. 

(1,500 telephones in the 1,000 feet circle), I have estimated that there will be from 
the 1,000 feet circle to the 2,000 feet circle there will be 1,500 telephones. 

From the 2,000 feet circle to the 4,000 feet circle, there will be 1,000 telephones. 

From the 4,000 feet circle to the 6,000 feet circle, there will be 600 telephones. 

From the 6,000 feet circle to the 8,000 feet circle there will be 400 telephones. 

Outside the 8,000 feet circle, there will be 1,000 telephones. 

This gives an estimated number of telephones within the incorporate limits of the 
city of Toronto of 6,100. | 

5th. Proposed underground conduit system. (see plan attached for guidance in 
the following description.) 

From the point of distribution at the Mail building, two main conduits start, one 
running through the alley to York street, thence north on York street to Richmond 
street. 

The other main conduit runs south on Bay street to Wellington street. 

I have designated these two main conduits, as main conduit number 1, being the 
conduit leading to Richmond street. 

Main conduit number 2, being the conduit extending to Wellington street. 

Main conduit number 1 will have a capacity of 42 ducts and main conduit number 
2 will have a capacity of 24 ducts. 

In addition to these 66 ducts entering main office, there will be numerour other 
ducts diverging from central office for distribution of cables and wires within the 
1,000 ft. circle. 

Conduit number 1 divides at corner of Richmond and York streets, running east 
and west, and extending from Soho street on the west, to Ontario street on the east; 
this conduit is designated hereafter as main sub-conduit No. 1. 

This conduit has tributaries extending from it, and designated herein as sub-con- 
duits. 


6th. CAPACITY OF MAIN SUB-CONDUIT ON RICHMOND STREET. 


» From York street to McCaul street... 2... -. 6. os oe ee 18 ducts 
 Me@aul street-to: Soho! streets h.e(o.2. 6 ose. oes 196 « 
pavork street, to. Church etreet, ne ales ek AS) 

Pine Urch street to Jarvis streat.iavs) so first, etl, Aoi «& 
i earvisietreet to: Ontarioistreety ws. ale ieee ze Be 


Sub-conduit No. 1, extending on Church street, from Richmond street to Bloor 


street, and has a capacity of 6 ducts. 
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Sub-conduit No. 2, extending from Richmond and Bay streets to Queen street, 
thence west to Elizabeth street and alley; thence on St. Joseph street to Chapel street; 
thence north to Bloor street, 12 ducts. 

Sub-conduit No. 3, extending on McCaul street, from Richmond street to College 
avenue, 6 ducts. 

Sub-conduit No. 4, extending on Soho street, from Richmond street to Bulwer 
street, on Bulwer street, to Huron; thence north on Huron to Arthur, 12 ducts. 

From Arthur street to Bloor street, 8 ducts. 

Sub-conduit No. 5, extending on Victoria street from Richmond street to West 
King street, 4 ducts. 

Sub-conduit No. 6, extending on Church street from Richmond street to Welling- 
on street, 4 ducts. 

Sub-conduit No. 7, extending on Simcoe street from Richmond street to King 
street, 4 ducts. 

7th. Main Sub-conduit No. 2, extending on King street from Spadina Avenue to 
Simcoe street. 

On Simcoe street from King to Wellington street. 

On Wellington street from Simcoe to Market streets. 

The capacity of main sub-conduit No. 2. 

On Wellington street from Bay street to Market street, 12 ducts. 

On Wellington street from Bay street to Simcoe street, 12 ducts. 

On Simcoe street from Wellington street to King street, 12 ducts. 

On King street from Simcoe street to Spadina Avenue, 8 ducts. 

There are three sub-conduits extending from main sub-conduit No. 2. 

Sub-conduit No. 1, extending on Simcoe from Wellington to Front streets, 4 ducts. 

Sub-conduit No. 2, extending on Spadina avenue from King street to Front street, 
4 ducts. 

Sub-conduit. No. 3, extending on Spadina avenue ,from King street to Queen 
street, 4 ducts. 

Sub-conduit No. 4, extending on Bay street from Wellington to Front street, 4 
ducts. 

In addition to conduits herein described, necessary laterals and feeders to the 
cable poles in the different blocks, connecting the various feed poles with the conduit 
system. 


MANHOLES. 


I nave divided the manholes into the following classes. a, b & ¢ (see drawings and 
specifications attached, for manholes). 

On the two main conduits, the special manhole is used, and on the main sub- 
conduits, the class ‘a’ manhole is used. 

On the sub-conduits, the class ‘b’ manhole is used. 

On laterals and feeders in alleys, the class ‘ec’ manhole is used. 


UNDERGROUND CABLES. 


In main conduit No. 1, extending from terminal in subway to Richmond and York 
streets, there will be 23,100 pair cables, known as main cables; three of those cables 
extending from said manhole at Richmond and York streets, east of Richmond street 
to Church street; thence north on Church to Bloor. 

Three of these cables extending from manhole on corner of Richmond street and 
Ycrk to Bay street, thence north to Queen street. On Queen street to Elizabeth street; 
thence north on Elizabeth around the off-set on St. Joseph, continuing north in con- 
duit to Bloor street. 

Two cables will extend from conduit at Richmond and York streets, east on Rich- 
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mond to Church street, thence north, distributing in the different blocks between Rich- 
mend and Bloor streets. 

Two one hundred pair cables extending from corner of Richmond and York streets 
to Bay street, north on Bay street to Queen street; west on Queen street to Elizabeth, 
north on Elizabeth around St. Joseph, continuing north through conduit to Bloor 
street, and used for local distribution in different blocks between Queen and Bloor 
streets. 

One cable extending from corner of York and Richmond streets, east to Victoria 
street, and thence south on Victoria street. 

Three cables extending from manhole, corner of York and Richmond streets, east 
on Richmond to Jarvis street, continuing east around off-set to cable pole on Ontario 
street. 

From manhole, corner of Richmond and York streets to McCaul street, thence 
north on McCaul street to College avenue, 1,100 pair cable. 

One 100 pair cable from manhole, corner of Richmond and York streets, west or: 
Richmond to Soho street, north on Soho to Balwer, west on Balwer to Huron, thence 
north on Huron to Arthur. 

Three cables from manhole, corner of Sat and Richmond streets, west on Rich- 
mond to Soho, north on Soho to Bulwer, west on Bulwer to Huron, thence north on 
Huron to Bloor. 

One cable extending from manhole, corner of Richmond and York, east on Rich- 
mond street to Jarvis street for local distribution between the said points. 

One cable extending from corner of Richmond and York streets, east on Richmond 
street to Victoria for distribution from that point. 

One cable extending from manhole, corner of Richmond and York streets, west on 
York street to Soho, used for local distribution. 

One cable divided and extended both ways from manhole, corner of Richmond 
and York streets, a distance of one thousand feet each way, and used also for local dis- 
tribution. 

In main conduit No. 2, extending from the centre of distribution to corner of 
Wellington and Bay streets, 17 cables. 

Four cables extending on Wellington street from Bay street ,east to Market street. 

Four cables extending west on Wellington street from Bay street to Simcoe street, 
north on Simcoe to King street, west on King to Spadina avenue, two cables ending 
a‘ this point. 

One cable extending north on Spadina avenue to Oeen street. 

One cable extending south on Spadina avenue to Front street. 

One cable extending from Wellington and Bay streets east to Church street for 
local distribution. 

Two cables extending from Bay and Wellington south to Front street. 

One cable extending from Bay and Wellington streets west to Simcoe street, north 
on Simcoe street to King street, west on King street to Spadina avenue for local dis- 
tribution. 

One cable extending from manhole, corner of Bay and Wellington streets east to 
Front street, for local distribution. 

Two cables from Bay street, extending in laterals and feeders for the district south 
of Wellington street, between Church and Simcoe streets, for local distribution. 

The average length of each of these two cables is twelve hundred feet from point 
of distribution. 

Five cables radiating as shown on drawing to different points within the two 
thousand feet circle for local distribution. 

These cables too, average a thousand feet in length. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF POLE LINES. 


Main Pole Line. 


(1) Out West Bloor street, 3 miles. lateral and spur lines, 4 miles; total, 7 miles. 
(2) Out Arthur street, 24 miles; laterals and spur lines, 4 miles; total, 64 miles. 
(3) Out West Queen street, 23 miles; laterals and spur lines, 34 miles; total, 
52 miles. ; 
(4) Out West King street, 13 miles; laterals and spur lines, 23 miles; total, 
4 miles. 
(5) Out Huron street, 4 mile; laterals and spur lines, 1 mile; total, 14 miles. 
(6) Out Bloor street and College, 4 mile; laterals and spur lines, 2 mile; total, 
14 miles. 
(7) Out Church street, 4 mile. 
(8) Out East Queen street, 3 miles; laterals and spur lines, 44 miles; total, 74 
miles. (N.B.—Very heavy lead.) | 
(9) Out Wellington and Front streets, mile; laterals and spur line, + mile; 
total, 1 mile. 
(10) Out McCaul street, § mile; spur line, 4 mile; total, 4 mile. 
(11) At foot of Brock, Simcoe and Bay streets, 4 mile each for dock distribution; 
total, 2 mile. 


Lota pi anin ites eee te ya ee ieee er vee nei een phi 
Total of lateral and spur lines.. .. © Meer Loi aes gels poet ety a Dike ake 
Grand total of pole lines... .. .. .. bere 4 otal AD PN 


SWITCHBOARDS AND INSTRUMENTS. 


The switching apparatus to be used according to this estimate is the same as the 
apparatus used by the Detroit Telephone Company, and is what is known as the Auto- 
matic Transfer system, manufactured by the Detroit Switchboard and Telephone Con- 
struction Company. 

The instruments to be used according to estimate are the regular long-distance 


instruments used by the Detroit Telephone Company, and manufactured by the Detroit 
Switchboard and Telephone Construction Company. 


ESTIMATED COST OF UNDERGROUND SYSTEM, 


Itemized statement for laying conduit :-— 


Excavation .. .. ‘08¢ per single duct foot. 


Conduit <0 7r a sens ee eee ea 0850 4: 4: 
FROG AVADE 5. Mem eg thle Ath eee “02 “ as 
CJOTET fe: /,7, 0125) ane alle 9 eee an Na "035 FY gs 
Henling away ny oe ae ‘O1 yi: 
Supervision and engineering... .. 2... bt 4 . 
1113) RB ae ae i gL ARH ci Ac 02 i: ve 


‘Q1e 


476,664 lineal feet of single duct conduit at 21 cents, $100,099.44, 
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Manholes. 
1 specialemannoles aleelOden io. cee. cs se $ TIA 
32: class A manholes at $70.. ............ 2,240 


CoriasseDumannoles at oto... <5... gel. we 9,836 
1u0Tcliss Cimannoles at $25.4... 2, 0... 3. 9,500 


$8,289 
MpOLe LM COSie. say ac a Stat ee steele: 280.0) 
Total cost of etre eaten. Te ees aA ROS Ad 
Underground cable estimated cost :— 
Total feet of 100 pair cable 215,264 at 48c .. .. .. .. $ 92,563 52 
Total feet of 50 pair cable, 3,750 at 27c per ft... .... 1,012 50 
Total feet of 25 pair Caplew 9,000) at 20G) 2% ake. odes 1,800 00 
Total feet of 15 pair Rane GRU Cte nance scree ere ats 792 00 
Total feet of 10 pair cable, 3,750 at ie per ft, pea 412 50 
16 miles, 50 pair cable, eee. A REL a oe ea 23,000 00 
POE MMCOStLGlTCA bleh tare Wine eRe ha. BLI9,580059 
Pole Lines. 
Estimated cost— 
CUULOU SL DOles ale OG: (oan eee ites. $4,050. 00 
VUE ibe pMled Uismo; Oana a talaieee its. | 688.00 
UES OFT OlOs Ot pic OO eancn Wy hate ays ae es 112,800 00 
TAO TAO te DOLESAAE OU OOM aie tiie noe Clie etek otek 414 70 
DUO OU TA OLCSy Ate AOU. ee ih cine oleh ts Am asd. es 650 00 
$8,552 70 
MCG EOS horns Mapes ntst gs tareeemnme mmr UA ante A Ue Ahk} a RRS DCT () 
Setting Sidee rain cee joan eRe 'e<s } 1,000. 00 
eh SR pea eet eee Pee iat, 4. 4 6 SOO 
Painting at $1 each . Sl Wale eels vets 01-2500 00 
4,000 brackets at $6 per L 000. Bh en en 240 00 
15,000 knobs aeSa err 000... sk ead MRF oie vec 120 00 
Bea ere ioe tepuage re ghee Age 2,430 00 
65,000 insulators ...... BP. A Nee 780 00 
Guy wire, 25 miles at $4. 60. pareve terete. 115 00 
PA OOM Static aki, Cissy oie vA ak Pe alee 400 00 
CUS EN! eke eee et mse. 2,000.00 
Cable box work— 
MOISE. DOLESPAtepOUy «ia.rer. tai | Siok nee ie eu eee aes 780 00 
Pe uemiatl poles atemeO eiteaels echt utes es ee 2,600°00 
Wire— 
3,500 M. No. 14 iron wire Bus up at DL 00.... 18,500 00 
60 miles copper wire at $30.. : Exe, FL, 500700 


Total cost of pole construction.. ........ .- $46,066 70 
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Switchboards. 
Main— 
1—4,500 capacity set up in ee at $20 .. $90,000 00 
Wiring... FM Abs Se 15,000 00 
Lightning Kelchtors. 1,500 00 
Distribution. . 5,000 00 
Terminals. . a Bane 2,000 -00. 
Storage Povierica and Bowes room. 2,000 00 


$115,500 00 
Two sub-stations— 


1,000 line at $8.. .. $8,000 
Wiring. . oe is 1,000 
Lightning errata + 700 
Distribution .. .: 1,000 
Terminals. . 700 
$11,400 

2 

$22,800 

Reconstruction of building. . OP $2,000 
6,000 long distance telephones Some at $19. Se ee 72,000 


RECAPITULATION. 
Underground Condi. s0.° .-<, sone ee ce eee one ee 
MathOlGR has aaa ss ess 
Cables. . 
Pole lines. . 


Switchboard Gain): a side oe eee eee 
Switchboard (subs).. PL 


Instruments. . 


Labor— 


(Feneral construction of plants)'.,) 24 40% (eee ee 


Incidentals. . : 
Engineering and Re narttaion 5 
Repairs on building. . 


Toba leoat. 


Mr. C. H. RUST. 


$100,099 44 
8,289 00 
119,580 52 
46,066 70 
115,500 00 
22,800 00 
72,000 00 


72,000 00 
10,000 00 
15,000 00 
2,000 00 


. $581,335 66 
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THE DETROIT SWITCHBOARD AND TELEPHONE 


COMPANY, DETROIT, MICH. 


DESCRIPTION OF UNDERGROUND SYST 


Approximate amount of earth excavated on 45,342 feet of trench 3-ft. x3 


EM, 


allowance of excavation of 102 manholes, different sizes, 15,197 cubic yards. 
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CONSTRUCTION 


-in., with 


— 


——— 


DIsTRIBUTION OF CONDUIT AND 
: CABLE. Nar oe Lineal Feet | Lineal Feet | No. of |Lineal Feet 
Seite thes Distance. Pacts Six Duct | Four Duct | Cable able 
: Conduit. Conduit. | 100 pm 100 pr. 
Along From To 
miley. . ..\Central. ..-- York... . 700 42 I Ea aa ee 23 16,100 
More I). |. A Pearle. Richmond . 700 42 2 NL ell och tl 23 16,100 
Richmond..|York...... Simcoe..... 500 18 1,500 6 3,000 
" ../Simeoe.....|McCaul ... 640 18 eS TE Se ee | eee ae 3,840 
" ». (McCaul, ..1S0ho.... .. 1,000 12 2,000 5 5,000 
ONO! Aue Richmond..|/Bulwer.... 500 12 PE OOUR The: 295% 85 7. 4 2,000 
Bulwer.. ../Soho..... EL axron. seu 250 12 DOO, Fes. Foss Akg 4 1,000 
Rit... Bulwer Arthur 2,000 12 BOOS bee donc. 4 8,000 
ae’ Arthur Bloor 4,000 oe Tee rs eA lp tae 8,060 3 12,000 
E. Richm’d|York...... Wa; thon 900 24 5 OUOR Me. Siem 15 13,500 
" -.|Bay: ..../Victoria. .. 966 18 2,898 11 10,626 
" ..| Victoria, ../Church.... 484 18 Acs who ¢ eek 8 3,872 
" ae Orch SL SAENIST:, f 650 12 PSOE, 22 am aE 3 1,950 
ENVIS ot s.2. Richmond .| Duchess... . 130 6 SeVa ders ..2 28k stax 3 390 
Duchess. ../Jarvis.....|Ontario....| 1,500 6 LS aa 3 4,500 
Church..../Richmond .|Bloor..:... 6,500 6 RU el a ene 3 21,000 
Bayixud. oc " (Queen. 3).) 4 250 18 500 5 1,250 
Creen . .: =. aye feo. Elizabeth... 525 12 LG 2a eeiemeeeae Ae 5 2,625 
Elizabeth. .|Queen..... St. Joseph. 4,800 12 DIG Ps kl ee. 3 16,000 
St. Joseph.|Hlizabeth ..|Chapel .... Be5 12 BOO Wd As Ste este, 3 L575 
Chapel ....|St. Joseph. |St. Mary’s. 582 12 1,164 3 1,746 
St. Mary..|Chapel ..../North. |... 90 12 ESE WS 5 htc, 3 270 
North: St. Mary../Bloor...... 800 12 1 So OU ee ae 3 2,400 
McCaul ...|Richmond. College... 3,400 6 Ct re 1 3,400 
Victoria. .. " ..|W. King ../ 900 : 900 1 900 
Church. ... " ..| Wellington 1,350 eS ok a POs Honea 
Simcoe,... " ais Kanes, 900 oe ~ 900 i 900 
ay...... |Central....|Wellington 650 24° CN ed oe ae av, 11,050 
Wellington |Bay....... Church.... 1,420 12 Ney Ue er ee 6 11,360 
" ../Church.. .|Market .. 450 12 DOOR MRAP: LAS, a) 2,250 
" Jaye. « © Simeoe.u.. 1,580 12 SOO atti tes ta 8 se Svat 8 14,140 
Simcoe ....|Wellington|W. King .. 450 12 OR pe ee as 5 2,256 
W. King ..!Simcoe....|Spadina.... 2,200 lea | os ee a 4,400 | a 11,000 
Simcoe..../Wellington|Front. .... 450 Ben, a 450 1 450 
Spadina ...|W. King... Pon tee oe 1,900 eee 1,000 1 1,000 
" or " -o eQHeRn. —: . 2 1,100 pao | oe a | 1,100 dl 1,100 
Bay. ......|Wellington|Front..... 500 + [occ scenes ‘ 500 rH 500 
Nee het 67,044 (Ori Wee 209,044 
Davuct formanholes Wo... ea eos No en 775 DOO: * Were het nee 
Total conduit (6 duct). ........ SF achat eh A ee me hae EDAD) Ws, cwcks 9 pasixs Scad Lscea RE coed 
LG CURE SST IG 1NE, TT 2 ea a en) (ac er (eee 18,380 
Allow for slack and splices.........].......... a ae sede a Rr a bo 1,180 
Allow for 100 pr. stubs from ex- 
ee ee ee ee eM ewe tS 5,000 
Poop cole onble.... 52 3) wire es SANs tcl. oe em es yd ee ee A 315,264 
There will be 13 main pole leads. 
There will be 148 block distribution poles. 
For distribution stubs there is estimated :-— 
25 fifty pair cables, average 150 feet long.. err Nain siete tamer bef ds 
60 twenty-five pair cables, average 150 feet long.. ........ 9,000 
33 fifteen pair cables, average 150 feet long. . 4,950 
25 ten pair cables, average 150 feet long. . : 3,750 


Cable from subway to terminal room not estimated above. 
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Exhibit No, 165a. 
REPORT RE PROPOSED MUNICIPAL PLANT. 
Ciry ENGINEER’s OFFICE, 
< September 12, 1900. 


To His Worship the Mayor and Members of the Council of the Corporation of the City 
of Toronto : 


GENTLEMEN,—In compliance with the resolution of the council of the 9th instant, 
ordering the city engineer to prepare and submit to council an estimate of the probable 
cost of installing and operating a telephone system of from 6,000 to 10,000 subscribers, 
I beg to submit the following estimate :— 

In preparing these estimates I have assumed that underground work would be 
used in that section of the city between Bloor street on the north, the bay on the south, 
Spadina avenue on the west, and Sherbourne street on the east. 

The cost of installing a system for 6,000 subscribers would be approximately $675,- 
000. The annual cost of operation, including depreciation at 5 per cent and interest 
at 34 per cent, would be approximately $120,000. 

The approximate cost of a system for 10,000 subscribers would be $1,200,000. The 
annual cost of operating a plant of this capacity, including interest and depreciation, 
would be approximately $205,000. 

These estimates are based upon a common battery switchboard which is, I under- 
stand, considered the most modern one, and is coming into general use. I have, how- 
ever, recently heard that there is in operation, in a small town in Ohio, what is known 
as the automatic system, that is, no operators are required. If this is successful if 
would very much reduce the operating expenses, and it might be advisable to further 
investigate this system. 


O. Hy RS, 
City Engineer. 


CO. H. RUST’S ESTIMATE—TELEPHONE PLANT. 


6,900 Subscribers. 
September, 1900. 


Underground. conduites. .. .. 22 2... ie eee $120,000 
Bal sel (2 Sen a ee ee a lA Um TE 2 yo 8,500 
SBIG cesar oe 8 ev gs Wk ne Os ee eee ee 120,000 
MwitchboaPds <5 awe ose la ee ck Ste cele eee ee iete nem enerel ne 
St ruietie te s!.2)s os ba ove Oe, ee ee ee 75,000 
PES ESOT: ae Se ene nn en RE Seek", Yee): 65,000 
Labour—Construction of plants. 47 4... au akon 70,000 
PESGED (CC barsaay OOM arm Oe ae AR aes A A OA Dt Oe Soi 2% 35,000 
Epgineemyis sere hae 2c eee oer ant ieee ee 15,000 
Gontimpeneisse torte 2 one. dkcioe cee ae ee Sent oe Ce ee 12,000 

$675,500 

Operating Expenses— 

i ANAwOe, os vse en) ks eee ee ee $ 2,500 
pecrotary and ‘trassurers: =: 234. ee ne eee ee 2,000 
Bimerintandent. cc 5 en Pan ae ee eee 1,800 
TOORROEOHETE Scars ch 3 Se ee ae ee ee 2,200 
CAT BOLOP Sc. ato wa tie chalk’ hl Te GI ee ee ee 2,500 
OWEN GOPE. bc cl ee hoa ak kee eee ee 28,000 
POST yo isk ate ww ae 6 he ee ee le eee 800 
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Operating expenses—Continued. 


Sra en Re PRR hci. sg ss ee ee 3,600 
ie ea OCG OTe ee EE kien idits coh. a. 2 ee 5,400 
Contingencies, A i Ee 12,000 
Livery.... MME ates sl xs es cco 1,000 
Tichiand vents. Ne Ee Ee 1,500 
$ 63,300 

Depreciation.. .. OREN, Rae A ee 33,750 
Interest at 384 per cent: <j ae Malls Ne ae See TS 23,625 
$120,675 


Exhibit No. 165b. 


ESTIMATE OF COST OF TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM OF 6,000 SUBSCRIBERS. 
Capital Expenditure— 


BOUOSINCSTALGLOG et eter wee eee MEME! BOS), $750,000 
Annual Revenue— . 
pu elesCr bers tifa eer cee eee so ere a) SIAL OO 
- Annual Expenditure— 
DY Ole OL CXDCDRES 9 3) on Lo iat 25s Wt an oe « $56,340 
Pumer cei, Cepreciatiou, . -.c.05 ao cee atc. ee BLO 
AIOE MIONL INLCECSE st oan. aoiemare Let ie on cc be ek 30,000 
Re OL aneat and higiitee sac cccc et eee Bee ares 0,000 
$128,840 


Notre.—-This estimate provides for one operator per 80 subscribers, and an addi- 
tion of two-thirds for relief; I am satisfied, however, that with a common battery sys- 
tem, one operator can easily attend to 100 lines. 

The salaries of the Bell company’s operators average less than $17.50 per month, 
whereas I have allowed $20. 

I have also allowed a higher figure than the ‘ Bell’ for the salaries of inspectors 
and linemen. 

F. DAGGER. 

September 6, 1900. 


ESTIMATED COST OF WORKING A TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM OF 6,000 LINES. 


Cr ae a On Ret. gelt Beery wane ade caus nl} cole B 2,000 
Ae CIES ISD CCLOL $0 sm ent t  Aeere Pa aM ENA asicve co 1500 
et Deis es «st eee Bo Pa BRS boc nivet2 24,000 
OWN etaotchiatatt Biers Fee ener e state os cee sh ols 440 

12 inspectors at $50 per ponies BREE es os fa %, vase neni AE DOO 
POeinenien Ad po per montiyennds) ek we. Geen} eseiys.6,000 
130 operators Se ea oF pe ter eist! se aed B1;200 
Bievigginbour ees awies aael ie Te eR ie deicdds nee 6,000 

——— $56,340 


Six thousand subscribers at an average rental of $24 would produce an annual 
revenue of $144,000. __ 
Notr.—10,000 subscribers, add $34,000. 
Chole. R, 
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ESTIMATE OF COST OF TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM OF 10,000 SUBSCRIBERS. 
Capital Expenditure— 
10,000 lincs Sb BIQ6. 02 00 cee. cues ee ness See qe $1,250,000 


———— 


Annual Revenue— 


10,000 subscribers at $24...... cee see cone cee ee eee ees $240,000 
Annual EHxpenditure— 

Workine expenses...:.....5%... sete eecds Tees $90,000 

5 per cent depreciation.... ....2. ceeeeeee eee 62,500 

# per cent interest. 0.05.1... 6 tee cele ele tase See 50,000 

Meant heat and licks. 7... ...4. ore a ee oe 


———— $ 210,000 


Nore.—The remarks made on the estimate for 6,000 lines regarding the number 
of operators and salaries also apply here. ~ 
F. DAGGER. 


September 6, 1900. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 

Q. What capacity did you occupy in the city service in 1896 ?—A. I was deputy 
city engineer. 

Q. And in that office you would have nothing to do with matters of renewing a 
contract or making a contract between the Telephone Company and the city 2—A.The 
matter was discussed 

Q. Would you have anything to do with it?-—A. Mr. Keating referred all those 
matters to me. 

Q. Would Mr. Keating or his department have anything to do with such a sub- 
ject?—A. Yes, the department is constantly asked to report upon all these subjects. 

Q. Was he asked to report upon renewing this contract @—A. I do not think he 


was. 


Q. All you know is a matter of conversation in your office, or it raight be on the © 
street 2—A. I had a conversation, I think, once with Mr. Dunstan. 

Q. And is it from that you are able to say or you understand the Bell Telephone 
Company are unwilling to renew ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Did Mr. Dunstan tell you anything else than this, that that contract had not 
been a paying contract for the company, but on the contrary a very burdensome one, 
and they would not renew on those terms?—A. Tat is what I was going to say. The 
company refused to renew because the contract was not to their advantage. 

Q. They did not take the position they would not make a contract ?—A. No. 

Q. They would not renew that contract?—A. Yes. 

Q. The company’s statement was that it was a very onerous contract to them?—A. 
Yes, I understood that from the conversation with Mr. Dunstan. 

Q. Then you became city engineer in 1898?—A. Yes. 

Q. Having before that been for some time assistant?—A. Yes. 

Q. Had it been the policy of your department or the city as represented by the 
engineer’s department to favour the placing of wires underground?—A. Yes. 

Q. As a matter of engineering it is better?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. And to what extent comparatively has the Bell Telephone Company buried its 
wires in Toronto ?—A. They have a great deal of underground work. 

Q. Is there any other company using wires for any other purpose, that is in com- 
‘parison, to the same extent?—A. The electric light company have a great deal of 
underground work. 
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Q. But nothing like the Bell Telephone Company ?--A. Not to the same extent; 
of course they do not use the underground. 

Q. How would the extent of the mileage that the Bell Telephone Company has 
underground compare with the amount of overhead milocage?—A. I have a statement 
here. 

Q. Well, I am told that there are two miles of underground for every mile of over- 
head?—A. That is of wires. 

Q. That is what I understand. You will verify that, will you2—A. That is only 
the statement I have received from the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. Uave you any reason to doubt it?—A. No. 


By Mr. Dewart: 
Q. What is the meaning of ‘ wires?’ 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. Wire mileage. Will you look at this plan and tell me if this represents cor- 
rectly the streets in the city where the wires are underground—perhaps you need not 
examine it too critically but I am sure—take your time about it—it is given to me as 
being correct. You can verify that?—A. That appears to agree with the statement 
that I have here, looking at it, and roughly of course, it will take some little time to 
compare it with the memorandum I have, but it appears to be all right. 

Q. It is about right. I should have stated that in order to be absolutely accurate 
this includes some streets on which there are no poles. I do not want to convey a 
wrong impression but this does include some districts where there are no overhead 
poles on any of these streets. Then Bloor street is one of those streets ?—A. That is 
there are underground works on. 

Q. There are no poles on Bloor Street, do you not know that?—A. From Bruns- 
wick to Huntley there is underground work. 

Q. That is the bulk of the street ?—A. Well, no it is not the bulk of the street. 

Q. I do not know, it is in the heart of the city, where the mayor lives, I suppose 
that is in the centre of the city?—A. Of course Bloor Street runs a long distance west 
of Brunswick avenue. af 

Q. Yes, I suppose it runs all the way to Lake Huron. But with regard to the 
settlements or residential quarters, Brunswick to Huntley is practically the whole 
street ?—A. It is a residential quarter. 

Q. Practically the whole street?—A. Not fhe whole street. 

Q. There is not the same bulk east of Huntley ?—A. No, but west of it. 

Q. West of Brunswick Avenue there may be smaller houses to the city limit, but 
it is pretty sparsely inhabited?—A. No, it is well built up, there are some large blocks | 
along the line. 

Q. The distance from Brunswick Avenye to Huntley would be a mile or more?— 
A. Yes, over a mile. 

Q. A mile and a quarter, or over a mile anyhow ?—A. 7,800 feet. 

Q. There are no poles on that street?—A. No. 

Q. Where abouts on that street was it that there was trouble over a pole, leading 
to this litigation?—A. My recollection is it was in the neighbourhood of Yonge Street. 

Q. There are no poles there?—A. Not now. 

Q. But there were not in 1901?—A. I have the impression that there were some 
poles on Yonge street in 1901. 

Q. Is it not a fact that you were instructed to object to the opening of the street 
for the very purpose of bringing on litigation in order to test the question as the mayor 
wanted it¢—A. I could not say that, probably it was. I received orders. 

Q. To withhold consent, to refuse?—A. Yes. 
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Q. Was Madison Avenue the place, do you think ?—A. It may be, I have an im- 
pression that it was; I may be wrong. 

Q. Did you have any objection from any person on Madison Avenue?—A. Under- 
ground or poles? We very often get objections. 

Q. Madison Avenue, please, I live on that street?—A. The people in any case 
object to poles. 

Q. Did any one on Madison Avenue object?—A. I cannot say they did. 

Q. Then have you had any difficulty whatever as to not restoring any street that 
had been opened?—A. No, they do their work very well. 

Q. The streets are restored by your workmen at our expense?—A. We resurface 
the pavement at their expense, they pay for it. 

Q. The city does the work and charges it up to the company?—A. Yes. 

Q. Has there been any instance, can you tell me, where they have proposed to open 
a street that you objected and suggested an alternative route and they refused to adopt 
your suggestion ?—-A. I have it in my mind there was one instance that is all. 

Q. Can you tell me the street 2—A. I cannot tell you tke street. 

Q. You cannot tell me, how long ago was that?—A. Four or five years ago. 

Q. You cannot tell me the street at all so that I might make an investigation ?— 
A. No, I cannot, I am not positive about it. | 

Q\ Is that the only instance you have in your mind?—A. That is the only in- 
stance. 

Q. Then they have to move their poles, I suppose?—A. The principal reason for 
moving the poles is where we are moving the sidewalk. 

Q. If they change the sidewalk our poles may have to be moved ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do they ever object to that 2—A. No, except on Bernard Avenue, I think. 

Q. There was some difficulty in regard to Bernard Avenue, was there?—A. Yes. 

Q. That was an objection to a second moving I am told?—A. It, might have been. 

Q. They had first located the poles, and then, they had to put them out to where 
you said they should go, and then after they had done that, they objected to moving 
the poles again a second time 2—A. Yes. 

Q. With that exception they have never objected to moving them when the city 
improvements rendered it desirable in your opinion that they should be moved?—A. No. 

Q. And they have done it at their own expense ¢—A, At their own expense. 

Q. Have you any knowledge as to how much it has cost them the last three or four 
years for this work?—A. It must have cost them considerable money, I cannot give 
the amount. 

Q. I have been told that it is $5,8%0 in the last three or four years. You cannot 
say that?—A. No. 

Q. They are not under any statutory compulsion to do that?—A. No. 

Q. What grievance has the city against the company ¢—A. Principally that we 
should control our streets, that no corporation should have the right to say that they 
can occupy our streets without our consent. 

Q. Can you give us any single instance where they have abused the right, where 
parliament has given them that right?—A. Probably there are some streets where they 
have put poles on. . 

Q. Give me any instance where they have done so.—A. Probably there are some 
streets they have put poles on that we would not have given them the right to go on if 
they had not had it from parliament. 

Q. Can you give me any instance?—A. I cannot give you any particular instance 
but there are cases I know. 

Q. That will do me. 


By Mr. Maclean: 
Q. Has there not been innumerable cases where the city of Toronto streets have 
been ripped up by the Bell Telephone Company?—A. To put underground work i 
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Q. And to the inconvenience of the public?—A. Certainly, and it is a detriment to 
the pavement of course. 

Q. And as a matter of fact if the city had protested under the present law, would 
they have any redress?—A. I was going to say referring to the matter of poles that 
we have had several complaints from citizens about poles being put upon streets by the 
Bell Telephone company people where probably we would not have allowed the poles to 
be placed if we had the right to control our streets. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. Do you mean as to the location of some particular poles on some particular 
streets or do you mean the going on that particular street at all.—A. I mean going on 
that street at all. I will give an instance, a short time ago on Langley Avenue for 
instance there was a great deal of opposition to the Ball Telephone company putting 
poles there. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


« Q. But streets have been ripped up repeatedly after they had been put down ?—-A. 
es. 

Q. Did you ever hear the chief of the fire department complain of the difficulty 
of getting to fires because of the streets being ripped up?—A. He complains more of 
the overhead wires, I think. | 

Q. Did you ever hear him complain of the trenches?—A. I may have heard him 
complain of the trenches blocking the way. 

Q. In the city of Toronto, in which you suffer from the Bell Telephone Company 
opening up your streets, there is also the electric light companies, and who else—the 
gas company—who open the streets?—A. There is the Bell Company and the electric 
light company. 

Q. There are two electric light companies ploughing up your streets practically 
all the time. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Coming back, so that the Committee shall have a clear view of this question 

as to the tearing up of the streets, the question the Committee should ascertain is, 
whether this tearing up of streets is done in opposition to the wishes of the city council 
of Toronto?—A. As I said just now, referring to the poles, there are some streets 
probably upon which poles have been placed, which the city council would not have 
sanctioned. 
_ Q. For a moment. confining our attention to the question of tearing up the streets, 
which appears to be the principal thing, has the city council protested against the 
opening up of the streets? Have they requested the Bell Telephone Company to desist 
from opening up streets, and have the Bell Telephone Company refused to comply 
with their request?—A. In the first place, it was no good protesting. 

Q. That is not the question. The question is, has the city council protested ?— 
A. I do not know that they have protested. Anyway, as I said just now, it is no use 
protesting. 

Q. That is not the question. The question is, that in no instance has the Bell 
Telephone Company opened up a street in the city of Toronto in opposition to the 
wishes of the city council?—A. I cannot speak fully for the city council. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. Have you had the oportunity to protest ?—A. No, we have not had the oppor- 
tunity. 
The CHarrMan.—An alderman of the city of Glasgow was here and stated to this 
Committee that they had full control of their own streets as to the opening of them, 
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and he said that control was an essential part of the good government of the city; that 
the city should be supreme in the opening up of their streets, and that when there was 
an opening required by one company, all the other companies were notified that they 
would have an opportunity at that time of doing any work they required, «nd in that 
way the best control of the streets can be secured. 

The WITNESS.—I was going to say that if we had control of our streets, we could 
probably arrange for these companies to open one trench and put all their pipes in. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. Coming to that now, you have made a proposition to the Bell Telephone people 
along this line, that they should open one street or one trench, in common with the 
other companies, and the Bell Telephone Company has refused tnat?—A. I know the 
Bell Telephone Company object to putting their wires in the same trench with the 
electric light company wires, because they claim it may damage their wires. 

Q. The question is, have you made that offer to the Bell Telephone Company —_ 
A. I haven’t any authority to make that offer. 

Q. I am certainly desirous of ascertaining, on behalf of the Committee, to what 
extent the city of Toronto controls its streets, and, for all practical purposes, the city 
of Toronto does control its streets, does it not?—A. I do not agree with you. 

Q. Well, then, you will be able to give the Committee specific instances of cases 
where the Bell Telephone people have gone on the streets of the city of Toronto in 
opposition to the wishes of the city council?—A. As I have said just now, it is no 
good offering any opposition. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Before that decision was given, last November, the city of Toronto insisted 
previous to that that it had control of its streets 2—A. Well, I was going to say they 
contended they had, of course. . 

Q. Am I not right in saying that the city of Toronto assumed previous to last 
November that it had control of its own streets, as against the Bell Telephone people ? 
—A. We only assumed that the last two or three years. The present mayor brought 
them to assume that. 

Q. Do you know of an instance, previous to 1891, of the Bell Telephone people 
going upon the streets in direct opposition to the wisnes of the city council—previous 
to last November?—A. I was saying just now that there was one case; I am not cer- 
tain about that, but I am under that impression, that four or five years ago there was 
one or two cases. 

Q. But you are not in a position to say to the committee that previous to last No- 
vember tnere has been an instance of the Bell Telephone people going upon your streets 
without your consent?—A. No, I am not prepared to say so. 

Q. I think the committee is right in assuming that previous to last November you 
did assume, you did consider, you had control of your streets ¢—A. No, the city council, 
as I said just now, the mayor took that ground, and that is the reason we went before 
the courts to have the matter settled. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. As a matter of fact the city’s protest was made in 1901 when the litigation 
began. Ten in 1901, in 1902, in 1903 and 1904 until the decision of the Privy Coun- 
cil. How did the Bell Telephone Company get access to the streets in each case?—A. 
They made application, and the city considered each case on its merits afterwards. 

Q. During the time the city was ascertaining its rights you were protesting all 
the time? And agreements were made in each case where they desired to have access 
- to the streets?—A. Yes; I will just give you an instance. In 1904 the Bell Telephone 
Company, according to our record, only erected 113 poles, and then sfhce the decision 
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of the Privy Council has been given, this year, up to date, they have already erected 
824 poles. 


Q. Just one question further. During that period in reference to the city re-sur- 


‘facing pavements that had been ripped up, the city did the work?—A. Yes. 


Q. You said the city nad no opportunity to protest ?—A. None. 
‘Q. When you re-lay or re-surface an asphalt pavement is it possible to make it as 
good a job as it was before?—A. No. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Did I understand you to say that the Electric Light Company, the Gas Com- 
pany and the Telegraph Company have the same privilege as the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany in regard to the use of your streets?’—A. The Toronto Electric Lignt Company 
have the right to use the streets, and the Gas Company has. Of course the Telegraph 
Company have no underground work at all; it is all overhead. 


By Mr. Dewart: 


Q. Has the Incandescent Company the same right?—A. I do not know. We can 
produce these contracts. 


By the Chatrman: 


Q. It is not a matter of statutory power? 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—No, it is a matter of contract. 

The CuHamMan.—The Electric Light Company have the power to go on the street. 

Mayor UrquHart.—The Electric Light Company is under agreement with the 
city for street lighting, and under that agreement has the right to erect poles. 

The Cuamman.—Under that agreement they have the power to set up poles in the 
city ? 

Mayor Urquuart.—Yes, under the engineer’s direction; they have to make appli- 
cation. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


_ Q. I think you say the telegraph companies have no right to place works under- 
ground. The G.N.W. and the C.P.R. Telegraph Companies have statutory rights; 
they stand upon the same footing as tae Bell Telephone Company. 

The Wrrness.—Yes, I believe the provisions in the Bell Telephone Company’s 
charter are similar to those of the telegraph companies. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. I think you attended, under instructions from the city, and in your official 
capacity, a telephone convention in Detroit in September, 18972—A. Yes—I do not 
know that I was there at the convention, but I was at Detroit to get some information. 

Q. You made an examination into the subsect?—A. Yes. 

Q. And on your return you made a report, did you 7—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What purports to be a copy of it is in my hand. As a result of your visit 
there, and from conversations with a number of telephone people, it would be almost 
impossible, as long as the Bell Telephone Company in this city maintain their pre- 
sent rates, to successfully establish an opposition company. Is that the result of your 
observations ?—A. Yes. ; 

Q. And that, if they increase their rates, there would be no difficulty in forming 
a new company, provided we could get local men-in the city to take hold of its for- 
mation ?—A. Yes. 


jtness discharged. 
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Mayor Urquuart, recalled, made the following statement :—From 1891 to 1896 tthe 
streets of the city of Toronto were opened up and poles were put up under an agree- 
ment between the city and the Bell Telephone Company. From 1896 down to 1901 we 

were advised that we did not have the right to control. It was in 1901 that the in- 

formation was first given to the city that we had the right to control our streets, and 
in 1901 we protested against the Bell Telephone Company going upon our streets 
without our consent, and in every case since then we have insisted upon haying a 
special agreement in regard to every street that was opened up. Since the decision 
of the Privy Council, they have been going on our streets simply by notifying us of 
their intention to do so. 


Committee adjourned until 4 p.m. 
‘ 


Turspay, May 23, 1905. 
The Committee resumed at 4 o’clock p.m., Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


The Cuarman.—This appointment is fixed to hear representatives of the Munici- 
pal Union of Canada. The Committee are now prepared to hear them. 


Mr. W. D. LigutHatu.—Mr. Chairman, I represent the Union of Municipalities 
to some extent, and have with me here counsel for the cities of Toronto and Montreal 
and Ottawa, who represent the large cities in the union. They are particularly af- 
fected by the questions raised in connection with the control of the streets. I under- 
stood from the letter received from the secretary of the committee addressed to myself 
a short time ago, that the question on which we were expected to address the committee 
to-day was this matter of the control of the streets particularly, and I have come here 
with the endorsement of the president, the executive committee, and generally the 
niembers of the association. Now, with regard to this question of street control 

Mr. Mactran.—Just for a moment. How are we to proceed then? We are to hear 
you and the others with you, and then hear the otner side. Is that the proposal, Mr. 
Chairman ? 

The Cuaiman.—You propose to argue that the streets should be left under the 
municipal control. Is that it? 

Mr. LigutHatu.—tThat is the principle I would say a few words on. I do not think 
it requires a tremendous amount of explanation, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr, Mactrean.—How many are to be heard? . 

Mr. LiguTuHaty.—After opening this question in general, it is understood between 
ourselves, if the committee will permit it, that counsel for the city of Toronto should 
be heard as to the special conditions in which Toronto is affected on this phase of the 
question, and after that the cities of Montreal] and Ottawa, should I suppose, concur. 
That is practically what it will amount to, a statement of concurrence I understand. 

Mr. Maciran.—Do the Bell people wish ‘to be heard? 

Mr. AyLesworktH.—Yes. 

Mr. Maciran.—Are we going to finish hearing them this afternoon ? : 

The Cuatrman.—This is a point which I think we might very advantageously give 
a little time to. 

Mr. LichtHatt.—On the question of street control we do not intend to go into 
details of the cases that nave been argued on this point, but rather to explain as prac- 
tical municipal people the extent of this question and the manner in which it affects 
the rights of the citizens of the communities which we represent. We eonsider that 
the absolute control of the streets of a municipality, particularly of those which are 
large and complex, is an enormously important right affecting the lives, the riehts and 
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so forth in many ways of the citizens of these great communities. We also submit 
that there is no other form of arrangement, except the complete control of the local 
franchises, the complete control of the streets by tae municipality, which will secure 
the absolute rights which belong to them, at least which will fulfil the same end. All 
sorts of expedients have been proposed except this complete control, this home rule 
which was expressed by the clause occurring now in many charters imposing the con- 
sent of the municipality to enter and do business within it. All sorts of other devices 
have been proposed in the course of such legislation which bas not a practical effect 
in protecting the people. The first matter in which the large municipality particularly 
is affected is the destruction of pavements, tne entry without the permission of the peo- 
ple on valuable asphalted and other pavements belonging to the city, and the destruc- 
tion of a large amount of valuable property. Now, our city engineers tell us, and we 
can easily see for ourselves, that these pavements cannot be replaced, cannot be put 
in the same condition, and do not remain in as good condition, no matter what we do 
to them, as the balance of pavements that have not been ripped up. The extent to 
which this ‘aas been done by the larger companies is very large. There was, for in- 
stance, an attempt a short time ago by the Bell Telephone Company in the city of 
Montreal to rip up some three miles of pavement in that city. In the town of West- 
mount we have had a large extent of pavements ripped up in the same way. West- 
mount is a part of Montreal, and also has pavements which are made at a good deal 
of cost. Besides the cost of pavements, there are inconveniences to traffic and a great 
deal of trouble made to the people in many ways, which are easily imagined, and which 
has occasioned a great deal of complaint, and a feeling by the people that they are not 
treated right if this kind of thing is allowed to go on in their streets. There is even 
occasionally a considerable amount of loss on business streets where the pavements are 
ripped up for a considerable period, and business and traffic impeded. All sorts of 
things will occur in connection with this tearing up of the pavement, and all sorts of 
dirt are thrown into the stores. Now, not only is the question of ripping of pavements 
concerned in this matter, but poles and wires introduce complications with regard to - 
the fire department. They make sometimes extremely serious fire losses in the case 
of large fires, and this sort of thing is constantly growing. It is not a matter of to- 
day alone, but we see the increase of conditions of that kind coming to a point where 
we can readily imagine that it will become a very much more alarming affair. One of 
the incidents in connection with that which may be taken as typical was the report 
of the Provincial Board of Fire Underwriters in connection with the city of Moutrea’, 
who reported to the provincial government that this was a very serious matter to the 
city, and was the reason why the rates of insurance on buildings throughout the city, 
cr at least the part where the wires are thick, should be raised. ‘Then there is the ques- 
tion of monopoly of space. We find that in a street of the nature of Notre Dame 
street, Montreal, and other comparatively narrow but very busy and important streets, 
that the space taken up by conduits of companies like the Bell Telephone Company 
occupy pretty much the available snace of half the street, and that if this principle 
is permitted to go on there will in the end not Se room for other services which ougit 
to be there also. Every year that complication on the streets continues, and if is 
necessary that the space in our thoroughfares be under the complete control of ths 
municipality if it is to be properly economized. In the city of New York, for example, 
the boast has been made by the American Bell Company that taey control the telephone 
rate situation, and the telephone situation generally in that city, by controlling the 
space on the principal streets. That is what we are evidently coming to in these 
erewded thoroughfares. 

Now, another matter on which it is unnecessary to say more than a few words is 
the question of beautifying our streets. Tf we are unable to dictate what shall be done 
with the service of a company like the Bell Telephone Company in our streets, and I 
do not take it alone as being the Bell Telephone Company, but as representing all over 
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Canada, it is a very bad principle of defiance of municipal control, and it is impossible 
for us to do away with and remove the poles. Poles are very often unsightly and very 
often when not unsightly in themselves as compared with other poles they are objec- 
tionable. ‘The question of beautifying in fact is one of the most frequent causes of 
complaint by the public in general, although the men who are concerned with other 
municipal business find that bad as it is it is a comparatively minor affair compared 
with these other things. But the main reason why control of streets is necessary is 
that we should have in these municipalities the power of stopping the company at our 
borders and of making a bargain with them. Otherwise all this class of companies can 
come in if empowered by other sources, and they tend to unite to form amalgamations 
and combinations according to the general tendency of the time, and in the end they 
unite in usually one large trust, that is to say, there is no competition at all. Com- 
petition disappears and the rates are at the dictation of such a company. That has 
been the complaint of a great many of our municipalities with regard to the Bell Tele- 
phone Company. That this power of bargaining, this liberty to make commercial con- 
tracts with people of that nature, is the most important right that we could have in 
connection with public lighting and things of that sort, is well illustrated by another 
example. If we had had such a power in Montreal it would have enabled us to make a 
reasonable bargain with the Montreal Light and Power Company for the ordinary 
necessities of the people, and would have protected us from the present great monopoly 
that we have there. We are charged four times the price in Montreal for light and 
power in many cases that we ought to be charged, or would be if we had the power to 
make an ordinary bargain on a commercial basis. 

_ Mr. Berceron.—I beg your pardon, Mr. Lighthall. As far as the Light, Heat and 
Power Company is concerned, is that not a province of Quebec matter—putting their 
poles in the streets? Have we anything to do with that here? 

Mr. LicuTHati.—I mentioned that, sir, as an illustration of the difficulty of allow- 
ing any outside source to interfere with the power of home rule. 

Mr. Brrceron.—What do you suggest then in place of that? How can their com- 
modities come into the city, or generally what would you suggest, because these things 
you are saying now we have heard of before. 

Mr, LicurHaty.—They would enter the city if they offered the citizens, represented 
by their council, a sufficiently cheap rate to be attractive to the citizens. 

Mr. Macrean.—And a continuous regulztion by the city as to how they should open 
the streets. 

Mr. Licutaui.—I say cheap rates, because the question of rates is not the only 
question concerned. There is the question of service and all these other matters as to 
control, which would be contained in a reasonable contract. 

Mr. Berceron.—Yes, but as to all these commodities you speak of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company, as I understand it, is only one which has the federal power of going 
into any city. Light, heat and power and other companies do not derive their powers 
from here. 

Mr. LicHTHALL.—Mr, Bergeron, there are also several other companies which have 
somewhat similar powers. There is the Telephone Company, but among others there 
is the St. Lawrence Light and Power Company, and there are the te raph companies 
ana’ some others. Some which are not in operation, but which in 

Mr, Brercrron.—What is the proposal you make? I understand that the object we 
have to-day is to receive Suggestions. We want to find out what should be done so as 
to remedy all those evils. 

Mr, LichTrHaLu.—The remedy which we respectfully propose to the committee is 
to impose on all such companies, including the Bell Company as well as any other, is 
to obtain the consent of the municipalities, to be expressed by by-law before using the 
local franchise, before using the streets. Of course, the position of the Bell Company 
is one in which it is endowed with legislative power already. It is more or less 
Mr. W. D. LIGHTHALL. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 749 


APPENDIX No. 1 


entrenched and its rights would have to be respected in some way. We would not pre- 
tend, I think, that the municipalities should act in a way that is absolutely unfair. 

Mr. Berceron.—If T- understand well what you are proposing, is that in the future 
if a charter is granted to any one of these companies it should not have the right to go 
into that municipality without the consent of that municipality. | 

Mr. LightHatu.—Yes, but there is one important modification which has to be made 
to that, and that is as regards the right of passage. We would not pretend for a moment 
that a municipality, no matter how much it might be able to prevent a through company 
which has been granted a charter by the Dominion of Canada on good grounds 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. And for the advantage of Canada?—A. Well, v/natever it might be, we would 
not presume to ask that one municipality prevent a through company from going 
through. What we are speaking of is the consent to use the streets for the local fran- 
chise. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. But you still would contend that even on through wires, or through services, 
they snould still consult the city as to location?—A. Certainly as to location, and 
should obey all general, local regulations which were fair and reasonable. If these 
local regulations were not fair and yeasonable I suppose the court would set them aside. 
Such a thing was done in the case of the city of Owen Sound and the Bell Telephone 
Company. 


By Mr. Bergeron: | 

Q. A few moments ago you were talking about the trouble it causes by digging up 
the street, the dust that comes out, and so on. Do not tae companies generally make 
compensation for such things, as in the cityeof.Montreal. Of course I am talking 
under correction, but when the Bell Telephone Company put their wires underground 
was there not an understanding with the city of Montreal that wherever they were 
breaking the streets and opening the streets they should put them back in the same 
condition ?—A. In the same condition. And the City Engineer tells us that notwith- 
standing all they do they cannot put them in the same condition. 

Q. Why would not the city surveyor oblige them to do so. He has the law in his 
own hands?—A. Because doing the best ycu can, you cannot convert clothes with a 
tear into good clothes again. 

Q. If you had the power to make terms how would you get that done?—A. If we 
had the power of making terms we could arrange that at the present time. For in- 
stance, a new pavement is put down and it is preferable; the next thing we see is that 
it is ripped up. . F 

Q. That is true, but is it not generally at the request of the municipality the 
wires are put underground? It seems, as far as I can learn, that in the city of Mont- 
real it was at the demand of the municipality the Bell Telephone Company were 
obliged to put—we granted permission—to put their wires underground ¢—A. Not as to 
time and place. The time and place are chosen by the company, and the city can do 
nothing. 


By Mr. Lewis: 2 

Q. What are the circumstances of the incident in the city of Owen Sound to 
which you referred?—A. The circumstances, if I remember exactly, the details are 
something like this: The Bell Telephone Company, if I mistake not, wished to put a 
wire across a street connecting two offices of its own. The city fell back upon the gen- 
eral provincial law, as it was before the recent decision of the Privy Council in the 
case of the city of Toronto, and they contended that the Bell Telephone Company had 
no right to cross the street, must not touch the street under any circumstances, and it 
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was held that the by-law was passed with an ulterior object, and not with tthe object 
it was purported to have. In other words, it was contended tnat the city was trying 
to tax the company and obtain a considerable sum from them for the privilege instead 
of exercising its powers for any reasonable purpose. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Is there not a danger that the municipality might prevent the object aimed at? 
—A. Do you mean in the case of a municipality ¢ 

Q. Yes, by exacting too much from the company, or in other words a disposition 
to blackmail the company ?—A. I think not for a general service. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. We will suppose that the Dominion parliament incorporates a telephone com- 
pany with the right to operate throughout the whole Dominion, and, as it has been 
decided by law, give it the power practically of expropriation, of utilizing public 
streets. If a municipality could, without any other tribunal intervening, withhold its 
consent, it might defeat the object of this legislation. Have you any suggestion to 
make in the event of a difference between the company and a municipality, as to how 
that difference can be solved in the public interest ?—A. Well, that sort of appeal has 
been suggested a number of times; Mr. Chairman. We find in it this difficulty that 
the people in the municipality knowing where they are wnen they are dealing with 
their council. They know they have a council which if it does not give them what they 
ought to have in the way of a business service and connection they can turn that coun- 
cil out. If we go beyond that council, and go for example to the old Railway Com- 
mittee as was suggested some time ago, or to the Railway Commission, we find that we 
are dealing with an outside body, and with a body which we cannot turn out. We are 
not dealing on a business basis, but going to some tribunal which does not know all 
the facts and is not amenable to local control. We do not know where we are. 

Q. Well, is there any provincial body, is there any tribunal, either in the province 
or throughout the Dominion, which can be trusted to act as an arbitrator in case of a 
difference between a company and a municipality ?—A. Well, Mr. Chairman, we know 
there are some very good tribunals, at least some are very honourable and straightfor- 
ward, and many of them would be called good tribunals, whose judgment can be trusted 
in many things; but in the case of local conditions, of local companies and local busi- 
ness, and so forth, that is a matter to which, in regard to which, we look to our coun- 
cils. If they are wrong, we know that we can 

Q. Let us try and take a practical view, not a merely theoretical view, of condi- 
tions. The Dominion Parliament, or any provincial legislature, in the exercise of its 
powers, gives companies the right to expropriate without the consent of the owner. A 
railway incorporated by the province may take the property of an individual, because 
the scheme is supposed to be in the interest of all the people of the province, and in 
that event the individual interest must concur. Now, if the individual cannot agree 
with the railway as to what compensation should be paid him, the local law provides 
¢ way in which that dispute can be settled; and throughout the whole of our system 
of expropriation, throughout the Dominion of Canada, there is legislation to prevent 
a deadlock, to prevent a municipality standing in the way of a great enterprise, that 
may perhaps touch a hundred municipalities. One municipality cannot block a great 
enterprise.—A. That is the very thing I was saying a few moments ago, Mr. Chair- 
man. We do not pretend that one municipality ought to be permitted to block 

Q. I was asking you how you would propose to solve a deadlock like that?—A. 
We would propose to give any company of this nature, a through company, the right 
of passage, a single line of passage, through any municipality. We have no hesitation 
in admitting the right of passage. 

Q. Without municipal control?—A. Except as to local conditions. And if there 
was some general by-Jaw applicable to all electric companies in the municipality, <0 
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the effect that they should all go under ground, we should expect the company which 
‘was passing through to go under ground also. 

Q. Well, withovt going into details, supposing there are some local. conditions 
that the applicant company thinks are unreasonable and unjust, which might be de- 
elared to be applicable generally, but which the other side might not think is a fair 
by-law or regulation, who is to determine its fairness?—A. Well, we think that a 
clause could be so arranged that a right of passage could be given which would not be 
subject to any such difficulty, but in any case we would have no objection whatever in 
agreeing to any tribunal whatever that parliament might think fit to fix the conditions 
of such right of passage. The Railway Commission, for example, might very properly 
be chosen. 

Q. I thought you were of opinion that it was too far away in most instances ?— 
&. Too far away for the general franchise over the streets of a municipality; but as 
to the right of passage, that is a different thing. 


By “vr. Maclean: 


Q. You are notefearsome over that at all?—A. Oh, no, as to the right of passage, 
we have no objection to an appeal on that, if there is any difficulty about that. 

The Cuairman.—Well, take the case of a railway. Take the case of the Grand 
Trunk Railway Company, that are now expropriating large areas of land in Toronto. 
If they had no more than the right of general passage through the city, if it could not 
have been brought within the jurisdiction of the Railway Commission, how would it 
ever have been able to complete the expropriation necessary for their new union 
station ? 

Mr. Mactean.—It does so on terms with the city. 

The Cuairman.—No, it has to get the consent of the Railway Commission, too. 

Mr. Mactean.—They cannot take the streets without the consent of the city. I 
am going to raise that very point. The railways to-day have to get the consent of the 
city to expropriate the streets. 

The CHamrMAN.—That is a fact. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—To go further than that, there was an application by the Ham- 
ilton and Brantford Street Railway Company. 

The CHairMAN.—Pardon me, Mr. Maclean, just to correct you: they have not the 
right, under the law, to run along the street, but they have the right to cross a street 
without the consent of the municipality. 

Mr. Maciean.—But they have not the right to occupy all the streets of the city— 
it is to cross streets. 

The CHairMAN.—They have the right at the present moment to interfere with the 
use of the streets to some extent, if they can get the authority of the Railway Com- 
mission. 

Mr. Maciran.—Yes, I agree with that; but still they cannot occupy all the streets. 
They are restrained to only taking what they want for general purposes. 

Mr. Berceron.—We must look at this from the standpoint of common sense. Any 
of these companies that want to go through a municipality, their idea is not to do 
harm, but to do good, to the public. There must be a way of bringing about a settle- 
ment between the municipality and the companies wishing to go through the muni- 
cipality. 

Mr. ZimmermMAN.—The Brantford and Hamilton Railway Company had actually 
surveyed their line. They applied to the legislature in Toronto for an amendment to 
their Act. In the meantime, they had received the power from the council of the city 
of Hamilton to use certain streets. When the company went to the legislature for the 
amendment to their Act, the legislature declined to allow the amendment, unless two- 
thirds of the people living on those streets were favourable. They demanded that, 
before they would allow the by-law passed by the city of Hamilton to go into effect. 
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Consequently, it blocked that railway. There is no entrance that the railway can get 
into the city without the consent of the people residing on those streets. 

Mr. Berceron.—But that is as far as the municipal council is concerned. The 
municipal council cannot pass any agreement without having the consent of two- thirds 
of the people on the streets, but there cannot be a deadlock. 

Mr. ZimMMERMAN.—There is there. 

Mr. Maciean.—The power is in the legislature, which can break any deadlock in 
regard to municipal institutions. 

Mr. LichtHatu.—There is a great difference between a railway and a telephone 
business, that is essentially done on streets. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Yes, but take your own statement, Mr. Lighthall. You have taken very strong 
exception to the telephone companies, on account of the practice of tearing up the 
streets, and the dirt, and so forth. You have also taken very strong exception to the 
overhead wires, on account of the trouble it gives the fire brigade, and also because of 
the increase in fire insurance. Now, what would you substitute jn place of bringing 
in the telephone company in either one of these ways into your city? How would you 
overcome that difficulty? You would have to meet it in some way or other?—A. Each 
city has its own conditions. The council is supposed to be elected by the citizens from 
among those acquainted with the locality, and is supposed to know which is the best 
choice to make. The council might in some cases call for a decision, and it might in 
some other cases require to know how the disposition of conduits or wires between 
different streets was made; but if it had the power to do so, it would do better than 
any outside power could do. One point in connection with some other tribunal set- 
tling that question is, that it would only lead to an increase of charters proceeding 
from parliament, and multiply the rights to tear up streets and to enter upon them in 
different ways; whereas, under home rule, the city could overlook them and see how 
they were to be carried on and conducted. 


By Mr. Maclean: 

Q. The result of the present system is chaos on the streets?—A. At the present, 
and in the future still more chaos by multiplying them. 

Q. What the cities are asking is the right to regulate the occupying of the streets? 
—A. It is a pure matter of bargain. People want these things. They want the best 
serviee they can get. And the proper body to make that for them is the city, or town, 
council. Most of these are virtually monopolies, or must in the end be so. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. But if the multiplication of these wires becomes a source of danger, as you 
say—and I have no doubt it is—it is not a question of bargain, after all?—A. If the 
multiplication—— 

Q. You laid great stress on the multiplication of these wires becoming a danger. 
Supposing the city had the power to make a bargain, would that remove the danger? 
—A. Yes, because the cities in many instances would order lots of these wires under- 
ground. It might or might not, whichever it thought best. 

Q. Assuming they were ordered underground; you also laid great stress on the 
fact that your streets were being utilized to a great extent.—A. Yes, we would, if we 
could, limit the number of companies tearing up our streets, and the number of char- 
ters issued which were not subject to the municipality. 

Q. Then we get down to the fact that competition would be destroyed?—A. This 
would be something like monopolies regulated locally, and it is local regulation we 
want. 

Q. You are destroying co1apetition?—A. Competition ought to meet us at the 
border of the municipality and to offer us what it claims to be its lowest price there. 
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Mr. Macitean.—We want now to get at the power which creates these things in the 
streets. In the streets, as far as I know, at the present time our interests are interfered 
with in regard to streets—are interfered with by companies created by federal charter, 
such as telephone companies, for example. | 

The CHaiRMAN.—Is there any other company besides the Bell? 

Mr. Macitran.—We have telephone companies operating on our streets. 

The CHairMAN.—And telegraph companies. 

Mr. LigHTHALL.—Only to a very slight extent. 

Mr. Maciean.—Yes, but they are operating on the streets, and they get their powers 
and their charters from the federal authorities. Telephone companies are one class and 
telegraph companies are the other. 

Mr. LiGHTHALI..— Yes, 

-Mr. Mactran.—The Dominion post office tubes will be another. 

The CHAIRMAN.—No. 

Mr. Macitean.—Why. 

The CHAIRMAN.—No, we have no power. 

Mr. Mactean.—You are taking over the power. 

The Coamman.—In a municipality like Toronto or Montreal we apply to them, they 
consent; they pass by-laws asking us to do so. 

Mr, Mactean.—There will be Dominion occupation. 

The Cuaiman.—That does not illustrate your point. We are not invading. We 
are all of the same opinion, and the only way is to go the right way about it. We need: 
not argue in favour of the general proposition: We all favour municipal control of 
the municipal highways, and the only point I was going to take up is to ascertain how, 
in the case of a deadlock, would we settle the right of the municipality to prevent a 
federal undertaking of its own motion, arbitrarily, we might call it so. What do the 
municipalities suggest in the way of meeting or solving a deadlock? 

Mr. Maciean.—Let us get a list. We have three methods of putting streets under 
federal power. I want to get at provincial occupation. 

The CHairman.—It is enough to know—if there are 40 the principle is the same. 

Mr. MaciEan.—I want to get at some of the methods of provincial occupation. 
There might be provincial telephone occupation. There might be provincial telephone 
companies as there are in the maritime provinces. There might be electric companies 
for light, heat and power occupying the public streets. Isn’t that so? 

Mr. LiGHTHALL.—Yes. 

Mr. Maciean.—There are trolley railways occupying the streets. Isn’t that so? 

Mr. LighTHALL.—Yes. 

Mr. Macitean.—There may be federal railways occupying the streets. 

Mr. LigHTHALL.—Yes. 

Mr. Maciean.—And there might be fire and burglar alarm wires. 

Mr. LighTHALL.—And steam distribution companies. 

Mr. Mactran.—You have the two powers in the streets, but as far asI take it the 
cities have the right to ask for federal power here to-day. If you allow these people to 
occupy our streets you must put them under conditicns to which we must be parties. 
And the same thing must apply to the provincial powers, they must occupy the streets 
under conditions if you are to have the two classes of companies, federal and provincial 
occupying the streets. It does seem then that there should be an agreement between 
_ the two, or there should be a court to settle disputes that come up as between the city 
and any one of these companies. 

The CHarrMAN.—In case they cannot agree. 

Mr, Maciran.—Yes. 

The CHairMaN.—We will put it this way: Supposing instead of speaking of a 
telephone we will take a railway, because we have more cases of Dominion railways in- 
vading the highways than telephone companies. It is the same in principle, only the 
Railway Act does not allow a railway to run along a highway without the consent of 
the municipality. 
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Mr. AYLEswortu.—I do not think that is the law. 

The CuairMAN.—Any way, we know they are allowed to cross the streets without 
the consent of the municipality. _ 

Mr, AyteswortH.—They can run along the street without the consent of the muni- 
cipality if the Railway Commission approve it. 

Mayor Urquuart.—They have to give another street in lieu of it. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Public opinion in Canada sanctions the authorization of Domin- 
jon railways. We have a great many Dominion railways enjoying powers which have 
been alluded to. It would perhaps be asking more than parliament would assent to 
if we were to ask that the Dominion should lay it down as a principle that no under- 
taking of a Dominion character should occupy any Street, should be prevented from 
occupying the street without the will of the municipality, because, conceding that 
general proposition would be practically depriving the Dominion parliament of the 
fruit of its legislation. And therefore it seems to me that we woula' have to try and 
find a solution of the case of a deadlock by a railway or telephone, a solution that would 
preserve the right of the public as distinct from the individual. Where the indi- 
vidual interests conflicts with the public welfare the individual interests must stand 
aside. In like manner, the interests of a municipality in a sense is less than the 
interests of 100 municipalities. How would you deal with a municipality that will 
not consent ? Can you not suggest some other tribunal ? 

Mr. LicurHatn.—The great evil that we have found from the practical point of 
-yiew is the numerous charters, the multiplication of charters, giving power, either by 
the Dominion parliament or by the provincial legislature, particularly that of Quebec, 
to override, to go in and out. Thus tearing up all the streets. We have too many 
companies in the streets and this control is the only protection that we can have, the 
right to say what shall come in and what shall not. Otherwise we will have a great 
many companies. We have nearly a score of them in Montreal now. 

Mr. Macrean.—The evils that you have spoken of are really theoretical. Not one 
has come into existence. But other evils are in existence. Invasion of our streets by 
federal companiés, or companies with federal or provincial powers who are doing 
what they like on the streets. There is some injustice done under the present arrange- 
ment which there would not be if they were compelled to make an agreement with the 
city, as they do in Glasgow, of which Mr. Willock told us, where even the post office 
authorities have to ask the consent of the municipalities to go on the streets. 

Mr. Berceron.—If you are logical, you will just bring out this point. Why don’t 
the municipalities deal with this like Glasgow ? They have built underground con- 
duits at their own cost and then allowed any other company to go through them. Ask 
Westmount to build conduits underground and see what they will say. Or ask Mont- 
real, if Montreal vndertook to do the same thing, to build conduits for the telegraph, 
telephone, light, heat and power for a line to do this and then make their bargain. 
They could not do it. That is the whole difficulty. 

Mr. MactEAN.—They have not got the power. 

Mr. AYLEswortH.—In Ontario they have the power by express legislation. 

Mr. Mactran.—Glasgow is master of the situation, because no outside companies 
car invade its streets without the consent of the city. There you have a keynote ot 
her independence to-day, and that is what Canadian cities should ask for. They are 
asking the Dominion parliament to make some provision that if companies like the 
Bell wish to enter the city they can only do so on the terms of the city. 

Mr. LightHALL.—I asked to be followed by Mr. Dewart. 


Mr. H. H. Dewart, K.C.—I am sorry that Mr. Fullerton, who has charge of this 
matter is unavoidably away. I will do the best I can to lay before the committee the 
view that the city takes of the matter. You have heard something of the incon- 
venience that exists through the condition of affairs referred to by Mr. Lighthali, and, 
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without referring to the argument in the Bell Telephone case before the Privy Coun- 
cil, or to the merits or demerits of the city’s case in that instance, I desire to refer 
briefly to the legislation, to show reasons arising out of the legislation, both provin- 
cial and Dominion—reasons to show that the city should have control of its local 
municipal services. I think, in the first place, that a good deal of the misconception 
that exists arises from the fact that we have not sufficiently recognized in the past 
the dual character of the telephone companies of Canada. The Bell Company perhaps 
stands for the telephone business of Canada, and if you analyse the business of that 
company, you will see that it consists, on the one hand, of a great trunk system, a 
trunk line of telephones, and it consists also of a large number of municipal or local 
telephone exchanges, and the difficulties which have arisen in the past, I venture to 
suggest—and I think I am right, speaking for Toronto—have largely arisen from 
the fact that there has been a great trunk business, and besides in each separate muni- 
cipality, local exchange, all run the same set of rules and regulations. And what we 
on behalf of the city of Toronto desire to press upon the committee is this fact, that 
the telephone business, the trunk line system of the country, must be subject to differ- 
ent regulations altogether from those that should regulate existing municipal fran- 
chises or the local telephone interests in the separate municipalities. Now, there is 
an illustration found in the Railway Act, in which the Dominion parliament has 
chosen to deal with telegraph and telephone lines which the railways have established 
in the country. In section 195 we find that, wherever a railway company is empowered 
to ‘construct, operate and maintain lines of telegraph or telephone * * * the 
company may with the consent of the municipal council or other authority having 
jurisdiction over any highway, square or other public place, enter thereon for the pur- 
pose of exercising the said powers.’ Therefore, the consent of the municipalities is 
required. And there is further, the provision that the municipality, under clause (f) 
of section 195, as to the way in which a street or square shall be opened up, and the 
way in which the work shall be done : ‘ Wherever a company cannot obtain consent 
from the municipal council or other city authority, then they may apply to the Rail- 
way Board of Commissioners for leave to exercise their power.’ There is all the ma- 
chinery provided there for the exercise of these powers. The position we take is this: 
if in the wisdom of this committee such a recommendation shall.be made to parlia- 
ment or such legislation shall ensue as shall bring the trunk telephone system of the 
country under the control of the Dominion government, you have in that clause the 
machinery which we consider is more particularly applicable to that trunk telephone 
system and when you once eliminate the trunk telephone system from the consideration 
ot this matter you see where we stand as municipalities. Let us see the strength and 
force of the plea of the cities, towns and local municipalities, that they should have 
control of their local telephone systems within the limits of their municipality. 

Now, the history of the Bell Telephone Company legislation—and I do not pro- 
pose to argue the question of the cities and towns in opposition to the rights of the 
Bell, but rather to point to some of the main circumstances in connection with the 
history of the legislation and some of the important features in that legislation which 
go to show that when we appeal to this supreme court of equity, the Dominion parlia- 
ment, and say, though the Privy Council has decided the case against the cities, it 
is owing to the mixing up of the trunk line system and the local telephone service. 
because although most of this legislation is upon the statute-books, which the Privy 
Council was bound to interpret against the interests and claims of the municipalities. 
we say now we appeal to parliament as the court of equity. There are circumstances 
and conditions arising out of the legislation of the past which compel us to ask for 
the redress which will entitle us to have the interests and rights of the municipalities 
protected by giving them control of their streets so far as the local telephone fran- 
chises are concerned. 

Now, the first Act of incorporation of the Bell Telephone Company was in 1880, and 
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under that Act of 1880 municpal rights were only protected to the extent that there 
were limitations as to the height of the pole, as to the height the wires were to be 
carried upon the streets, and as to certain minor matters regarding the way in which 
the work should be done. Now, at that time, it is important to consider that the Bell 
Company was not declared, its works were not declared to be for the general advantage 
of Canada and questions arose therefore as to whether the Bell Company, under that 
Act of 1880, haa been given any control so far as its undertakings and works, espe- 
cially in the municipalities, were all to be of a local or municipal character. It was 
therefore in March, 1882, that the same Bell Company came to the Ontario Legislature 
because doubts had arisen as to its powers and as to whether it had the rights 

The CuairMAN.—Is there any use going into that? It has all been disposed off by 
the decision. 

Mr. DEwart.—I don’t propose to go into that for the purpose of argument. 

The CHAIRMAN.—It is unnecessary by reason of the legislation. 

Mr. Dewart.—At that time the Bell Company applied to the province of Ontario, 
Vhe province passed an enactment limiting the work of the Bell Company which pro- 
tected the interests of the municipalities and made the work in every city, town and 
incorporated village subject to the control of the municipal council and preserve the 
rights of the municipal council. JI cnly mention that for this reason, I think it is im- 
portant to emphasize the fact that they came to the Dominion legislature because we 
are asking now for redress from the Dominion from clauses to which we submit we 
should not have been subjected in the past. 

The CHaiRMAN.—We are dealing with the large subject of telephones, not dealing 
with any particular company. . 

Mr. Dewart.—I am aware of that, sir. 

The CHairMAN.—What is the use of making that application? 

Mr. DEwart.—Perhaps by reference to the individual case I can best illustrate it. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I do not think it is the slightest use; if it is desired to have any 
special legislation to deal with any special case, we want to deal with the gneeral pro- 
position. : : 

Mr. Dewart.—What I have endeavoured to say that we are asking is that so far 
as the local telephone service and the telephone business in municipalities is concerned 
that the provisions of the Act of 1882, enacted at the instance of the Bell Telephone 
Company and enacted to apply to local conditions, should be applied to those local con- 
ditions, while you make your trunk system apply to the same principles as have been 
applied to the railways of Canada. Therefore, I suggest as far as the local systems 
are concerned, the provisions of the Ontario statute of 1882 should be incorporated so 
that the lines of the telephone company should not be placed in any city, town or in- 
corporated village except with the consent of the municipality, but now I take it that 
this Act is not in accordance with the sound principles of municipal law so far as the 
Province of Ontario is concerned, and I argue that it is contrary to the statutes of Un- 
tario because the principle of municipal control of highways runs all through the muni- 
cipal law of Ontario. We all know that, subject to certain exceptions in favour of Dom- 
inion works, local lines and matters of minor character, that each municipality has juris- 
diction not only over the original allowance for roads and highways, but also every 
public road and highway in the municipality. Now, this is not only a matter of provin- 
cial legislation, but it is a law dating back to the old Canada Act of 1858. It is a prin- 
ciple of not only merely modern growth, but it is one that was a principle before the pro- 
vinces were created into provinces and before they assumed jurisdiction over munici- 
palities. I therefore invoke that principle and say that so far as the local business is 
concerned there is no good reason why we should depart through the committee from 
the general principle of municipal control with reference to a matter which is em- 
phatically a matter of municipal character. 

Now, I do not, as I said, desire to discuss the effect of the different Acts. It 
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has been held that the amendments in the Act of 1882 put the location of the lines 
under tne control of the municipalities, only relates to two classes of matters; first, 
the particular clause under which poles may be placed on the street. 

The CHamman.—What Act ? 3 

Mr. Dewart.—The Dominion Act of 1882, which amended the Act of 1880. 

The CuamMan.—Is it all necessary to go into that ? Because we are now dealing 
with the general principle, and I think the committee and every one realizes to-day 
the importance, the almost supreme importance, of a municipality controlling its own 
streets. We do not require to go into the history of the past. These Acts are all re- 
presentative of mistakes probably, and we are trying to devise something to meet the 
requirements of the day and of the future. | 

Mr. Dewart.—I did not know that the committee had gone so far as to admit that 
these legislative Acts were mistakes. 

The CHatrmMaANn.—I think they are mistakes. 

Mr. Berceron.—We did not know at that time. The telephone was very little 
used. 
The CuHatirmMan.—I think tnese provisions now have been regarded by municipali- 
ties as unfair to them. 

Mr. Bercreron.—That is what we want to know. 

Mr. Dewart.—It is admitted that the provisions of the Acts of 1880 and 1882 
are not applicable to the condition of affairs as existing to-day, then I urge the sever- 
ance of the two parts of this business into its natural component parts, and which 
separate the trunk from the local business. 

Mr. Berceron.—What would you do with the trunk lines ? 

Mr. Dewart.—We would be satisfied if they should be made subject to the same 
provisions or analagous provisions to section 195 of the Railway Act, the consent of 
the municipality should be asked and if it is withheld the right of appeal to the Rail- 
way Commission, and we ask that so far as the local line is concerned, that the muni- 
ciaplity alone is concerned and they snould control their own streets. 

The Cuamman.—How far does that first proposition meet with the approval of 
the municipality that you represent ? 

Mr. Dewart.—I only represent Toronto, which perhaps has been fighting this par- 
ticular question. 

The CuairMAN.—Mr. Lighthall? 

Mr. LigutnHaty.—Municipalities generally would prefer Dominion ownership of 
toe trunk lines. Jf they could not get Dominion ownership they would prefer as 
second: 

The CHairRMAN.—Quite regardless of ownership, if it is not right for the company 
to invade highways, it would not be right for the Dominion without the municipality’s 
eonsent—you have heard Mr. Dewart’s proposition ? 

Mr. LightHatt.—We generally approve of that. 

The CHatrMAN.—Then in case of difference between two municipalities the Rail- 
way Commission should decide. 

Mr. LichtHatt.—Yes, or any similar tribunal. 

The Cyamman.—So much progress made. You ask for exclusive control in re- 
spect of what may be purely local enterprise. 

Mr. Dewart.—lI urge the former proposition as to trunk lines because it is a fair 
principle, if the government assumes control of these trunk lines. It is a provision 
that the government has laid down for the operation of telephone lines and telegraph 
service when operated by railway companies that are the great trunk lines of this 
country. If any other system is desired by the government in the event of its taking 
them over we have no objection to it. It has occurred to me as a most feasible and 
reasonable proposition. 

The Cramman.—But a recalcitrant municipality can block the federal scheme. 
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Mr. Dewart.—Yes. 

The Cyamman.—Another point. Give us credit for being able to apply a few 
points without any very elaborate arguments. How would you deal with the exist- 
ing conditions, the rights at present enjoyed by any telephone companies, as regards 
first, their works that are actually constructed and second as regards their powers to 
construct but not yet exercised. 

Mr. Brercrron.—Created by their charter. 

The CHamman.—Supposing the Bell or any other company incorporated by the 
Dominion have to-day the power under their Acts of incorporation to take possession 
of municipal highways, erect and maintain their works there without municipal con- 
sent, and all over Canada the same. We will suppose as to this fact that the Bell 
Company has exercised some of its rights and it may to-morrow want to further exer- 
cise them, to-day it has its telephones in this city. To-morrow it wants to put them 
in another city. Therefore you have to deal with the rights, and that is the question 
that will be complicated. Do you want to withdraw from them rights which they have 
to some extent exercised and others not exercised. 

Mr. Dewart.—I can only say this, to the extent to which rights had been acquire 1 
by virtue of the existence of statutory powers, I presume these rights must be respected. 
But the argument that I was endeavouring to direct was this that so far as those rights 
had not been exercised, so far as those powers have not been exercised upon highways, 
they should not continue, because it is a mistake that this enactment rests upon the 
statute-book in the way in which it is. From 1891 to 1896 when the Bell Company had 
an agreement with the city of Toronto they were buund by various restrictions and the 
city had power to say where they should go and where they shovld not go. . 

Mr. Berceron.—You are dropping trunk lines. 

Mr. DEwart.-—Yes, because the suggestion is only applicable tv the local lines. 
But I say that so far as these rates that have not been exercised are concerned that by 
reason of this mistake which is illustrated by the Ontario legislation of 1882 

The CHairMAN.—That is the legislation of only one of several provinces. The Bell 
is operating in several provinces. In some of these provinces it has exercised its rights. 
To-morrow it may enter any municipality and desire to further exercise its rights. I 
would draw a distinction between works constructed by such authority and works not 
yet constructed. 

Mr. Maciean.—Deal with one. For instance give Toronto the powers of expro- 
priation that it asks for here to-day and it could take over that business and operate it. 
The mayor of Toronto in his evidence stated, and I am quite willing from my study 
of the question to be satisfied with it, that if the Bell Company have acquired rights in 
Toronto as it has under the general Act, that the city now ought to be free under some 
law of expropriation to take over these existing rights if it wishes to and then start 
over. | 

Mr. Lewis.—Buy them out. 

Mr. Maciean.—And the other way, that the parliament shou!d close up these rights 
now that have not been occupied—ciose them out. 

Mr. Dewart.—I am free to say that so far as existing rights are concerned, 
acquired by virtue of statutory enactments in the statute-books to-day, we consider 
that in the taking over of the properties of any telephone company either for a trunk 
line system by the government or for the purpose of a municipal system by the muni: 
cipality, that in either event the existing company should be paid full value, to be fixed 
by arbitration, for whatever plant or rights there is existing. But the franchise to 
operate in the municipality, for which they have paid nothing, we submit should have 
no value, because the municipality has charged nothing for it and is receiving nothing 
for it. But if they occupy streets by virtue of a license from the Dominion parlia- 
ment, we say we have the right to come and ask that those rights shall no longer con- 
tinue to exist. I do not desire the committee to misunderstand the position. I want 
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to point out some instances in which parliament has dealt with matters of a cognate 
character. 

Mr. MAcLEAN.-—Give us one. 

Mr. Dewart.—For example, in section 184 of the Municipal Act provision is made 
with reference to highways that if a great trunk railway wants to occupy a highway it 
shall not do so ‘ until the company has first obtained the consent therefor by by-law of 
the municipal authority of such city or incorporated town’. The circumstances under 
which that provision was put into the Railway Act when it was passed two years ago 
are well known. xf 

Mr. Berceron.—If the municipality refused—there must be something else. 

Mr. Dewart.—There is no other provision in reference to that. 

Mr. Berceron.—You don’t say that if a long line arrived at so and so and the 
municipal council would make some objection against them 
Mr. Dewart.—There is no provision made for that. 

Mr. Brrceron.—There must be something to prevent that. There must be some 
other clause there. You could not stop a railway of that kind in that way. 

Mr. Dewart.—There was a provision in the Act that you could run across but not 
along a highway. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—It would be interesting to the Grand Trunk Pacific to be held 
up by some little municipality in Manitoba. 

Mr. Dewart.—Some members will recollect the discussion that took place upon th 
section in 1903 when the Railway Act was under consideration. 

Mr. Berceron.—Look at section 206, Sir William. 

The CHAIRMAN.—No, it has nothing to do with it. 

Mr. DEwart.—My reason is this for referring to this. You asked what should be 
done and what shall be offered with reference to rights not yet exercised. Parliament 
in 1903 dealt with the great railway companies in this country. They undoubtedly had 
greater powers before that Act was passed. And so we have the right to ask yau to 
exercise some kind of power in the same way you have exercised it in regard to rail- 
ways. 

The OHAIRMAN.—It would seem that the time has arrived for general legislation 
regarding telephones. Some time before we had general legislation regarding the rail- 
way law, but of late years parliament has not hesitated to alter the general laws in very 
material ways. 

Mr. Berceron.—I see Mr. Atwater, of Montreal, is here. 


Mr. A. W. Atwater, K-C.—I came here not with the idea that it was possible for 
me, even if I wished to do so, to give you any ideas on the subject, but merely to repre- 
sent Montreal and on its behalf, and I think representing the opinion of nearly all its 
citizens, to concur in the general principle that the municipalities ought to have as ex- 
clusively as possible, the control of their own affairs, of their own streets, and of their 
own franchises and privileges. I may say that so far as Montreal is concerned, I do 
not think that we have any quarrel or interest in connection with the Bell Company 
or with any telephone corporation, but on general principles 

Mr. Brerceron.—The Gas Company. 

Mr. Arwarer.—The Gas Company is troubling us for the moment. We certainly 
wish to see that municipal rights are kept within the control of the municipal council, 
but since being here and hearing the arguments and suggestions, that have been made, 
if the committee would permit me it seems to me and I think will seem to any one who 
looks at the question, that the suggestions that have been thrown out by Mr. Dewart, 
that in the case of a municipality being contumacious or refusing unreasonably its 
consent to the exercise by a company of the privileges that that company derives from 
parliament, that a settlement of such a tribunal as the railway tribunal under a section 
of the Railway Act, as suggested by Mr. Dewart, ought to provide a satisfactory solu- 
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tion of the difficulty. If that tribunal is competent to decide questions between muni- 
cipalities and railways or between municipalities and street railways, or between other 
interests that may come before it under the Railway Act, it seems to me it should be 
competent to decide similar questions where the rights of other corporations than rail- 
ways are in conflict with the municipal rights. It occurred to me also, sir, to say that 
it is possible perhaps to provide for a reference to arbitration, apart from the reference 
to the Railway Commission, that arbitrators might be appointed, one by the muni- 
cipality, one by the company and the third possibly by a judge of the local court. I 
think that was the system adopted in the case of expropriation of land before the pre- 
sent Railway Act was in force—in the case of expropriation of lands by a railway. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Do JI understand that these are suggestions applicable to disputes 
generally ? 

Mr. ATWATER.—Yes. 

The CHamman.—Whether in respect of through business by its trunk lines or 
absolutely local works? 

Mr. Atwarrr.—No, sir, I should say that the suggestions that occurred to me—of 
course after very little consideration—it occurred to me that they would be applicable 
to the trunk lines as well as the local lines. 

The CHaiman.—You differ from Mr. Dewart then. 

Mr. ATwatrr.—No. | 

‘The Cuamman.—Perhaps I misunderstood him then. I thought I understood Mr. 
Lighthall and Mr. Dewart to say that in regard to these operations of the undertaking 
which are purely local operations, the municipalities should have exclusive jurisdiction. 
Was that your point? 

Mr. Dewart.—That is our contention. 

Mr. Atwatrer.—I agree with that. Gite coh) 

The Cuamman.—Then your proposal for an outside tribunal does not apply to those 
operations that are purely local. 2 

Mr. Atwarrr.—I misunderstood your first question. I thought that you asked me 
whether my suggestion applied to the two trunk lines as well as the local lines. I did 
not understand the suggestion to apply to the local lines. I intended it to apply only 
to trunk lines. Of course, if we leave to the municipality absolute control in the case 
of local questions, the question of difficulty or deadlock arising could not occur, and 
only could arise in the case of the trunk lines. It seems to me that a reference to ar- 
bitration might be allowed. It might also be suggested that the question of a decision 
might be left to the local courts. 

The CHatirmMan.—When it is conceded to be an independent tribunal that is only 
a detail. 

Mr. Arwarrr.—There should be some independent tribunal, whatever it might con- 
sist of. Reference was made during the course of one of the other arguments to the 
question of conduits. I think Mr. Bergeron made a remark that a municipality might 
itself construct conduits and that the line so far as wire or anything of that nature is 
concerned might be carried through municipal conduits. I do not know what the 
legislation in Ontario is, but so far as Quebec is concerned no municipality would 
have the right to construct conduits for such a purpose, unless they should obtain 
special legislation for it. Montreal has not got it. I might make this suggestion, that 
ir the case of an Act of parliament referring to one of these companies, provision mignt 
be made that where the municipality had a conduit system it would be possible for the 
municipality to compel the companies to make use of the conduits. I Suppose there is 
nothing unreasonable in that. Then there would be an object in a municipality obtain- 
ing power to construct them, and going to the expense of constructing them. At pre- 
sent they have no such power. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Could not the municipality of Montreal obtain power from the 
legislature of Quebee to lay conduits? 

_ Mr. Arwater.—It might, but you could not compel the Bell Company to use them. 
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Mr. Bercrron.—Supposing the city obtained the permission to build them—and 
I do not see why they would not, because there is no reason why they would not allow 
it, after they expended a large sum of money, whenever a charter would be granted 
to a telephone or telegraph or any company that would use conduits, is it unreason- 
able to require that they should use the conduits laid by the city of Montreal ? 

Mr. Arwatrer.—That is exactly what I am suggesting. 

Mr. Brerceron.—I don’t know, of course this is another question altogether. I 
am putting it to the point where these things could be settled. Supposing that such 
a thing would be established. The Bell] Company have to put their wires in conduits 
and one of their objections is on account of the cost. If these conduits were built 
and if the Bell Company or any telephone company or any telegraph company were 
told by the city of Montreal that they could use these conduits, even if there is some- 
thing to pay—that is a matter of detail—then there is no doubt that the parliament 
of Canada would use its powers to obtain such a result. I want to show that we have . 
had testimony from a gentleman—very interesting testimony—about how things are 
carried on in Glasgow as far as that is concerned, and I want to show that because 
somebody said it could not be done. There are, I think, three of four of these different 
conduits in the streets of Glasgow. 

_ The Cuairman.—I do not think there is much difficulty in legislating where you 
have the free field and new company. The real difficulty will be in dealing with the 
vested rights. 

Mr. Arwater.—But you will allow me—of course my reference to conduits merely 
amounts to this, that I would suggest that whatever else, whatever other provisions 
are made necessary in an Act with regard to giving municipalities the control over 
your streets, or providing for the solving of questions where there js a difficulty be- 
tween the municipality and the company, that you might insert this clause, that where 
a municipality has the power and it has actually constructed a conduit for the placing 
of these lines and wires and similar means of making this service, that it would be 
possible for the municipality to compel the company to make use of these conduits. 

The CuamrmMan.—Do you think that is the only method by which they could be 
rompelled to remove their wires from the poles? 

Mr. Arwarrr.—No, sir; I am not suggesting it as the only method. 

The CHammMan.—It would be very expensive for the city to construct underground 
work for a telephone company. | 

Mr. Bercrron.—The same as it is expensive to the company. 

The CuatrmMan.—The company gets a revenue from it. F 

Mr. Atwatrr.—I would allow the municipalities to charge the company for the 
use of it. I am not suggesting that they should give it free at all. 

The CHarrMan.—We would hare to pass an Act to compel telephone conypanies 
to utilize present systems and to put their wires underground. 

Mr. Atwatrr.—I am not farziliar enough with the process of telephone operating 
to make any answer to that. 

Mr. Brercrron.—I do not think any company, not even the Bell, cares about hay- 
ing their wires overhead now. 

The CuatrrMan.—The use of the underground conduits will become more valuable 
to the cities and have to be guarded the same as the space above ground. 

Mr. Bercrron.—What do you think of putting wires over the houses ? 

Mr. Atwatrer.—That is a suggestion that might do in the absence of something 
better. It might solve the question by the chairman as to what would be done by the 
existing privileges that have not been exercised by the company, that in cases where 
the wires are already strung on poles through the streets of the municipality that 
municipality might be obliged to enforce the placing of its wires over the houses in- 
stead of through the streets. 

The Cuairman.—The owner of the house would have something to say as to that. 
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Mr. Berceron.—That is a question. That is the way it is in Glasgow. It seems 
to be working so well there, I do not see why it might not be done here. That is why 
I am putting the question of distribution. 

Mr. Lewis.—I want to ask this: Your idea is that where the trunk lines go 
through a municipality where the company and the municipality can agree, there is 
a local tribunal to settle disputes; if they cannot agree there is the federal tribunal ? 

Mr. ATwaTtEeR.—I have hardly made myself understood. 

Mr. Lewis.—If the company and the municipality agree they can each select one 
man, and these two or the county judge select another, and that will be the final court 
of recourse, but if they cannot agree then there should be a federal tribunal. 

Mr. Atwatrer.—I merely intended to suggest a general principle, that where there 
is no agreement between the municipality and the company that there should be some 
sort of an independent tribunal to settle the question the way it is done by the rail- 
ways, by the Railway Commission. This will be a matter for the wisdom of the com- 
* mittee. I would only submit again—thank you for hearing me—that in common with 
the other municipalities of the country, as a very great necessity, Montreal would like 
to see these municipal privileges and franchises limited as much by parliament as 
possible. 

Mr. Mactean.—What do you think of this proposal, that the Postmaster General 
should assume on behalf of the Dominion government by legislation authority over all 
the telephone companies, that they should be required to take out a license every year 
and that in addition their conduct would be under his review every year, and every 
grievance should be heard and every error rectified as it is to-day in England. That 
to me seems to be very nearly the solution of the whole question. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Would you be in favour of that yourself? 

Mr. Maciean.—Yes, I would be in favour of it, because it would pave the way for 
public ownership of all these things. The company would start with the supreme power 
in the Dominion government. All Dominion companies would have to take out a Do- 
minion license, and where you get the control of them is in granting the license, and 
and they would have to come under review every year or every five years, and in that 
way you regulate them from top to bottom. 

Mr. Berceron.—Would you be in favour of that, Mr. Dewart ? 

Mr. DEwart.—It is a very large proposition. It requires some consideration. I 
would be sorry to load the Postmaster General down with so heavy a burden. We would 
be glad to have him take hold of the trunk lines. As to the others, it would be well 
to give it some consideration. 

Mr. Lewis.—What do you say as to. the interchange of traffic? 

The CHairMan.—Mr. Lewis would like to know what suggestions you would make 
for providing for a fair interchange of traffic between companies and trunk lines not 
owned by the companies. I have an idea on that point myself; I have not given it to 
the committee, but 

Mr Lewis.—Perhaps you have some views on that. 

The CuairMan.—How would you propose, Mr. Mayor of Toronto to provide, if 
Toronto, for example, owned its own telephones and there is a trunk line to the other 
points, how would you propose to use the trunk lines in connection with your municipal 
system ? 

Mr. UrquHart.—I think there should be connection between the trunk lines and 
the municipal system and that the rates should be limited by the Railway Commission 
01 by some other similar commission. 

The CuarrmMan.—And all necessary details. 

Mr. Urquuart.—All necessary details of the trunk line business. 

The CuairMaNn.—You think that Dominion control of the rates between different 
companies and different trunk lines would be satisfactory to the municipality. 

Mr. Urquuart.—I personally would like to see the Dominion government take 
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over the long-distance lines, but failing that, Dominion control of the rates would be 
the next best thing. 

The CHamMaNn.—In the meantime the ownership remains in the companies and 
in the various organizations that own telephone lines. There are many forms of organ- 
izations operating companies, municipalities and some unincorporated societies and 
associations all operating telephones, and each telephone independent of the other, and 
yi rhaps it would be in the interest of some of them or all of them to exchange traffic. 
Now, if the consent of one is withheld how would you bring about an arrangement that 
wculd make an interchange of traffic possible. 

Mr. Urquuart.—It would have to be by way of a commission like the Railway 
Commission to control all rates. 

The CHairMAN.—A Dominion commission ? 

Mr. UrquHart.—A Dominion commission for the log-distance lines. 

The CHairMAN.—I am not speaking of long distances particularly. 

Mr. Urquuart.—Interchange of business. 

The CHAirMAN.—Long distance or between two local companies. 

Mr. Urquuart.—These local companies would all have connections with the long 
distance line. . 

‘the CuairMAN.—What do you mean by long distance? 

Mr. Urquuart.—I mean a line which connects with any two municipalities would 
be a long-distance line for the purpose of those municipalities. 

The CuamrmMan.—A trunk line? . 

Mr. UrquHART.—Yes. 

Mr. BerGeron.—Where is the line of demarcation ? 

Mr. Macurean.—It is a telephone line stretched a long distance. 

Mr. AyYLeswortu.—That is what the Privy Council said; it is all one system. 

The CHAiRMAN.—You observe that there are many local lines incorporated under 
provincial legislation, and in an interchange of business between these or in 
any way making use of any federally created company—how would you provide « 
scheme for an interchange of traffic between these purely local companies. 

Mr. Urquuart.—Of course, I myself am not a telephone expert in any way. It 
seems to me that would be a question for some one who had a large knowledge of the 
telephone business, but I think either by Dominion or provincial authority there 
should be some way of settling these difficulties. I have not sufficient knowledge 3! 
telephone systems to say how they should make it. I should think this, Mr. Chairman, 
if there is some arrangement of that kind made, there ought to be some standard 
telephone system, perhaps, adopted. For instance, I understand that it has been argued 
that on certain of these local systems they cannot speak for a long distance, so that 
if there is connection with the Bell for exchanging business there should be some 
stanaard system adopted. 

Mr. Jounston.—Mr. Mayor, you recommend that the long-distance line should be 
come the property of the Dominion government. 

Mr. UrquHart.—That is my own personal opinion. 

Mr. JoHnston.—Reserving to the various municipalities the right to operate 
their 

Mr. UrquHart.—Or companies. 

Mr. JoHNnston.—Or independent companies. 

Mr. UrquHart.—Yes. 

Mr. JoHN.TON.—You are aware, no doubt, that the long-distance portion of the 
telephone service is the non-paying part. 

Mr. Urquuart.—Well, I am not aware of that, no. 

Mr. Jounston.—Well, as a matter of fact . 

Mr. Urquuart.—lI was of the opinion it was the most profitable part of their busi- 
ness, and if the Dominion government had it they could fix the rates to make a profit. 
I understand that it is the most profitable portion of the business. Now, I may »- 
mistaken, but that is what I understood. . 
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Mr. A. B. AytesWortu, K.C.—I appear of course on behalf of the Bell Telephone 
Company, and I am not in the least degree interested as to what may be done respect- 
ing the future companies that may come and apply for incorporation to the Dominion 
parliament, or to what the policy of this committee or of this parliament should be. 
As to that it is merely the interest that I should have as a citizen of the country, or 
that the Bell Telephone Company may have as regards possible competitors in future 
that would lead me to say anything. But with reference to the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany itself, very important considerations arise if it is in any way proposed that in- 
corporation should now be taken from them, or any encroachment made upon them. 
A private Act of parliament is, as all our judges tell us and as every person who thinks 
akcut the matter must see, in reality nothing less than a contract with parliament : 
a contract between the company that may be brought into being by it and the publie, 
the people of the country as represented by their legislature. And what is the proposal, 
if I understand the suggestions that have been made here it is simply that after some 
twenty-five years of experience under the contract, one party should, against the wish 
of the other party to it, take away from that other party a part of the consideration 
or the reasons which have induced the party that has acted upon that contract for 
that period of time to invest his money in it. This is a pretty serious proposition, 
as I said and a proposition that if any one thought about it he would hardly be willing 
to entertain. 

Is it anything else but to publicly discard it 2 Look at the contract made, about 
the time that incorporation was given to this company, with the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. A great many of us know as a matter of history, that many representatives 
in parliament thougint that bargain was an injudicious one, but it is a contract that 
was entered into between the people of this country with men who entered into that 
experiment of building the railway, and could it be conceived to-day that if that com- 
pany has been a success, and if that company is paying dividends to its shareholders, 
that any man should rise in public and take the responsibility of suggesting that be- 
cause taat company still have on hand some unsold land, which this country gave to 
them as a consideration for undertaking the construction of this great railway, that 
these lands had been given them by the public, should be taken away from them and 
that they should not have any compensation for it. We have something over 1,000 
Canadians who have put their money in this enterprise who are literally in this same 
position. No person asking incorporation for the purpose of the general transmission 
of messages by telephone throughout the country would think of putting his money 
in the investment if he was going to be subject to the control and exactions of every 
municipality of this country. Would any man sitting around this board ever dream 
of putting his money in an enterprise, at least would he have dreamed of it twenty 
years ago wnen the whole system was an experiment and when the men who risked 
what they have in the enterprise had no guarantee that they would ever see their own 
out of it at all? It needs but little consideration to see that no man proposing to put 
his money in such an enterprise would do so if he were told that at the boundary of 
every municipality he would be stopped unless he chose to submit to suca terms as 
the municipality was able to exact from him. That alternative was put in the most 
distinct way before the committee of the House that was considering this Bill in 1880. 
Mr. Kilvert, then member for Hamilton, seeking the incorporation of this company, 
then consisting to a very considerable extent of his constituents, put the alternative 
distinctly and clearly before tae gentlemen of that committee, that unless they could 
have this power to go into the streets of the municipality and along the sides of and 
across the public highways and streets, bridges, watercourses, or other such places for 
the general public benefit of the country it would be perfectly idle to endeavour to get 
capital to go into the undertaking. It was an experiment in those days, they had 
difficulty enough as it was and if they had been told by parliament at this time, ‘ No 
we cannot give you this power to occupy the streets,’ undoubtedly there would have 
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been an end to that incorporation and an end of that company for all time. However, 
that was distinctly the borgain between the parliament of Canada and the. incor- 
porators of this company. It was distinctly put before them that way, and no one 
has from that day to this suggested that there was any obscurity in the terms 
of the language in which this was actually expressed in the statute of 
incorporation. I must ask to be allowed to correct a misapprehension which 
might otnerwise be held in consequence of remarks by Mr. Dewart here 
who speaking to-day of the interpretation which has recently been put on the legisla- 
tion of that day by the Privy Council as to the meaning of the legislation of that day, 
that it was to the disadvantage of the municipality, that was not at all the question 
before the Privy Council. It was as Mayor Urquhart quite distinctly stated this 
morning, and quite accurately, whether the legislation of the Dominion or the provin- 
cial parliament was to control. Once it was decided that the legislation of the Domi- 
nion parliament was to control that question therefore was at an end, there was an end 
of all agitation, there was no longer doubt because now the statute is free from any 
possible obscurity. So much has been said to-day on the nature of the municipal con- 
trol and the terrible evils that the municipalities labour under as to the existing state 
of things that I ask the gentlemen of the committee to bear with me now a minute so 
that I may call attention to the legislation with regard to the occupation of the streets 
bz the Bell Telephone Company. Under section 3 of our Act of incorporation we have 
the right to ‘construct, erect and maintain’ our line or lines of tzlephone ‘ along the 
sides of and across or under any public highways, streets, bridges, water course or 
other such places, or across or under any navigable waters’ in Canada provided that 
we ‘shall not interfere with the public right of travelling on or using such highways. 
streets,’ and providing ‘ that in cities, towns and incorporated villages we shall not erect 
any poles higher than 40 feet above the surface of the street, nor affix any wire’ and 
the reason for that I am instructed, and indeed it is stated in ‘ Hansard’ that if a pole - 
was only 40 feet high it could not be of undue dimensions at the foot, and could not 
therefore unduly obstruct the street. It is provided that in cities, towns and incor- 
porated villages the company shall not erect any pole higher than 40 feet above the 
surface of the street, nor affix any wire less than 22 feet above the surface of the 
street, nor carry more than o1e line of poles along) any street without the 
consent of the municipal council having jurisdiction over the street of the said city, 
town or village’ in order we were told that the asthetic taste might be shocked by 
unsightly poles it was also provided that they ‘shall be as nearly as possible straight 
and perpendicular, and shall, in cities, be painted if so required by any by-law of the 
council.’ It is provided also that in erecting their poles the ‘company shall not cut 
down or mutilate any tree’ and that ‘in cities, towns and incorporated villages the 
opening up of the street for the erection of poles or for carrying the wires under- 
ground shall be done under the direction and supervision of the engineer or such other 
. officer as the council may appoint, and in such manner as the council may direct, and 
that the surface of the street shall, in all cases, be restored to its former condition by 
and at the expense of the company; provided also, that no Act of parliament requiring 
the company (in case efficient means are devised for carrying telephone wires under- 
ground) to adopt such means, and abrogating the right given by this section, to con- 
for carrying the wires underground we are‘reserving to ourselves the right to impose 
deemed an infringement of the privileges granted by this Act.’ Parliament was care- 
ful to say that if at any time in the future there should be any efficient means devised 
for carying the wires underground we are reserving to ourselves the right to impose 
such conditions upon the company and in that way to abrogate your rights to go over- 
head and to deviate our grant to that extent. Is there not an implication, the strongest 
implication that in saying this parliament was saying to us we will not take from you 
your much more valuable privilege of being able to enter into any part of the country 
and go along the streets and lanes under the restriction which that statute may impose 
upon you, but without compelling us to come hat in hand and buy our way along any 


Mr, A. B. AYLESWORTH, K.C. 


766 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


street that any municipality may say is theirs for the time being. No such restrictions 
with regard to the public right are put upon us more than are needed to ensure the 
public safety. I submit there has been no grievance submitted to the gentlemen here 
on this committee by the gentlemen who have appeared on behalf of the municipalities 
that is crying aloud for redress and I am not discussing the question of municipal 
ownership, or whether or not this should be operated by municipalities or by the govern- 
ment, there are certainly two sides to it and I think it will be a very long day in this 
country before it will be proved in that respect. But that is another question. The 
contention is here that the municipality own our streets, they are called our streets, 
speaking with all respect and I am speaking as a lawyer in the province of Ontario I 
deny that is the law. I do not know what the law is in the other provinces. Take the 
case that every one of us knows, a concession road or side line allowance, and the property 
in that strip of land has never been granted by the Crown; the property up to the line of 
the street has been granted to a farmer, but the 66-foot wide strip which runs across the 
township from side to side, has never been granted by the Crown. Is not that strip still 
th property of the Crown ?—That is to say, the public of this country. I do not mean to 
say that His Majesty the King has a personal right to that strip of land, but the muni- 
eipality that happens to be built up around it does not own it any more than, supposing 
a man that comes from another part ef the Dominion, that is public ungranted land. 
{The other people of Canada have a property in that, it is the property of the people 
of this country to be legislated about for the general public, for the benefit of the people 
of this country. It may be that the road which is conveyed to the municipality or pur- 
chased by them stands in quite a different position. It may be that a street that is 
dedicated by the owner for the benefit of his remaining lands is also in a different 
position, but the great trunk lines, like any street in the city of Toronto, never has been 
parted with by the people of this country, is still public property, and is in no sense the 
property of the citizens of Toronto, that is I as a citizen of Toronto have not only as 
much right to the streets of Toronto, but I have as much right to the streets of Mont- 
real as any citizen of Montreal, I have a common user in those streets with any citizen 
who sets foot in them. Any citizen of Méntreal who sets foot in the streets of Toronto 
has a common user and has as much right to the streets of Toronto as the people of 
Toronto. I intend to refute the idea that the municipalities own the streets, they have 
never had it, but by provincial enactment they have the right to control the street. 

‘The CuairmMan.—How could the province take control over the streets if it had 
not the rights of ownership ? 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—The province retains the ownership which comes from the 
Crown. 

The CuairMAN.—The province owns the streets to begin with, at the time of con- 
federation that right was in the province, you say. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Yes. 

The CHairman.—But not in the right of the Dominion? 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—No, the right was in the province, not in the Dominion of 
Canada. 

The CHAaIRMAN.—It was provincial in name. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—That is true, because Upper Canada was a separate province 
altogether, and the Crown in the right of the province still retained its rights in all 
streets except of streets that have been conveyed by parties to the municipality or dedi- 
cated by the owners to public uses. 

The CHArrMAN.—Apart from your statement, is there a judicial decision ? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Yes, I am not speaking at all without judicial sanction. If 
any one will take the trouble to refer to Biggar’s Municip] Act at the reference to this 
question of the municipality owning the streets, it is pointed out that the opinion of 
the great majority of our judges, and if I may be allowed to say so, the opinion of any 
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well-informed lawyer, is that the property in the streets remains in the public of this 
country, that is to say in the Crown, except to the extent I have indicated. 

Mr. MAc Lean —You mean the concessions and side lines are still retained in the 
Crown? 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Certainly. 

Mr. Maciean.—Well, there are 20 streets in the city that have been dedicated for 
one that is a concession or side line. 

Mr. AYLESwoRTH.—Quite so. 

The CHamMAN.—The right to these are not in the Crown, not in the province? 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—No doubt.: 

The CHamMan.—Then if that is so, I am not troubled over your proposition that 
the municipality does not control the streets. 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—I do not say they do not control, I say the municipality does 
control the streets, but it does not own the streets. 

The CHAIRMAN.—What remains in the province, the fee? 

Mr. AyvLEswortH.—The property in the soil. 

The CHatkman.—That is part of your position. 

Mr. AyteswortH.—If there are any minerals found underneath who do they be- 
long to? 

Mr. AtwatEer.—The municipality, and the municipality has the right to sell them. 

Mr. AyLeswortu.—I beg pardon, the municipality can lease them, but cannot sell. 
them. I am simply rebutting the idea that seems to have taken root in some quarters 
that the municipality owns the street in the same sense that a man owns his own farm, 
and that it should be allowed to exercise proprietory rights. 

The CuairmMan.—If a man has only possession of a farm under a lease, if he doés 
nox own the farm so long as he is in lawful possession that excludes every one else from 
the property, but if the property in the street is now vested in the Crown or in the 
Government they have parted possession with it, they have given the use of it to the 
municipality. 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—With all due deference, I submit that is not so. They have not 
given the streets of Hamilton, for instance, to the use of the citizens of Hamilton alone. 
Every liege subject has the right of those streets to use them. They have only legis- 
lative control, that is all that has been given them, the control by by-laws, the right to 
make municipal laws. 

The CHatrman.—If the municipality has been given the control of the streets, 
is not that technically known as property in the streets ? 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—That is the point I want to make, that the control of the 
streets was given to the municipalities or local jects atures. and the municipalities, 
that is, the municipal council, not for the purpose of making gain or profit by the 
municipalities, the municipalities are trustees for the general public, not merely for 
their own citizens, but for all His Majesty’s liege subjects and for the aliens as well. 
It is a very different thing to say they should have the right to use that property and 
make the best bargain to get the most money they can out of it. 

The CHamrmMan.—They are given the control and the management, and that is 
quite inconsistent with any other control or interference. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—It is not inconsistent with parliamentary control, which is 
being exercised every day, and is necessarily being exercised. 

The CHairmMan.—And they have no statutory power to close up streets if they like 
and to sell the land for money and put it in their own pocket. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—If they are no longer needed for streets. 

Mr. Bercrron.—There is a case in the city of Montreal just now of that kind. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—That does not at all detract from the position I take upon the 
legislation and upon the law as declared by the judges to be the law of the land, the 
right which the municipalities or the municipal council rather has in the streets, is 
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that of legislating in regard to them, and holding them as trustees for the use of the 
general public of the country. 


The CHarrMAN.—And for the use of such public the municipality is allowed to use 
them. . 

Mr. AyYLEswortH.—The municipality cannot stand on its border and stop a tra- 
veller. 

The CHairRMAN.—But under that, they can stop a company from interfering with 
somebody else using it. There is a vast difference between a citizen using the highway 
and then moving on and then someone else taking possession of the highway. 


Mr. AYLEeswortH.—Unless that individual or party is given a legislative right 
to use it. 


The CHarrMAN.—A man may leave his vehicle too long on the highway, and that 
is provided for. 


Mr. AyLeswortH.—If he obstructed the highway he commits a nuisance, and so if 
we obstruct the highway in the least degree we commit a nuisance and are liable for 
damages. And should not our expressed right as given by parliament give us that 
express condition that we should not interfere with those rights, or they with ours ? 


The CuairMAN.—I was only just wishing to controvert your proposition which 
went to show that the municipalities hadn’t any business there at all. 


Mr. AYLESwortH.—I do not mean that at all, I was simply contending that they 
have no right to take the position which is going to be flatly taken by the advocates 
of this new cult, that the municipality is in the street for the purpose of making 
money out of them. That, I say, has never been the law, and will not be the law, until 
it is declared by some parties with the authority to say so. 

Some references have been made here about the Owen Sound case, which is a 
very instructive case, and as I happened in that action, to represent the town of Owen 
Sound, and did what I could to maintain the reputation of my clients there, I hope 
the gentlemen will excuse me making any statement whatever about the facts of that 
case, but that they will permit me to read a very brief extract from the judge’s report 
merely dealing with the facts of the case and the law. From the decision of the judge 
who tried the case, the town did not care to enter an appeal. The extract is as fol- 
lows :— 

The facts of this case are simple and free from doubt. 

The plaintiffs’ system of telephone communication has been in operation in tha 
defendant’s municipality for some years, and as usual in this country, by means of 
overhead wires upon wooden poles. Their office was upon the main street of tne town, 
and the wires were carried into it from two poles—carrying the wires from opposite 
directions over the main street on the opposite side of the street to a pole upon the 
same side and thence into the office. They moved from that office into a new one, next 
door to it, and it became necessary to move the wires, and that the plaintiffs 
proposed doing by putting them underground instead of overhead, thus removing one, 
at least of their large and anything but picturesque poles, and all the danger and un- 
sightliness of a great number of wires, thus crossing the main street in two directions. 

The thing was so obviously better for everyone concerned that it is impossible to 
imagine any objection in good faith to it. In the interests of the public and in the 
interests of the defendants nothing but advantage could come from their changing 
the mode in which the wires cross the thoroughfare. It is plainly insincere and untrus 
to suggest that the road or the sidewalk, or the curb, or the gutter, would or could 
be injured by the work if done even with ordinary care. It could be done in a few 
hours if need be, without inconvenience to traffic at all, and without interfering in the 
least degree with the sidewalk, or the curb, or the gutter, or doing a particle of injury 
to any of them or to the roadbed The road is but a macadamized one, aud one that is 
often opened for far less generally useful purposes. Any objection to the work oa 
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these grounds is purely a subterfuge to cover some ulterior purpose, and that purpose. 
is plain, namely, to coerce the plaintiffs to pay to the defendants a tax pon their 
business in the municipality, which the defendants have no sort of legal right to enforce 
or demand. Their objection to the work is not made in good faith, but it is for a pur- 
pose ultra vires and wholly unwarranted. 

Both federal and provincial legislation has conferred upon the plaintiffs certain 
powers in respect of public ways. These powers are conferred quite as much in the 
public interests and to be exercised for the public benefit as much as for the protection 
of the rights and interests of the municipality. Whether federal or provincial legislation 
is to prevail, or whether both in regard to matters in which there is no conflict between 
them, are questions not necessarily requiring consideration in this case upon the facts 
set out. But it may be said that if provincial legislation prevails the plaintiffs have 
undoubtedly the right to carry their wires under the street as they desire to do, and 
the defendants. have no power to prevent the work. In any case the legislature has 
power to legislate as to public ways and municipal corporations, and it may possibly 
be to confer an additional right upon the plaintiffg in such ways and against such 
corporations even if the general right of legislation in respect of the plaintiffs and 
their undertakings belongs to partiament. Parliament has clearly and distinctly given 
the plaintiffs power to carry their wires over and under public streets, but has made 
that right subject to the restrictive rights before alluded to. The latter rights must 
be exercised in good faith, and for a legitimate purpose, ana’ should be reasonably 
exercised, instead of that they have been unreasonably exercised in bad faith and for 
a purpose not authorized or within the power of the defendants so that whatever those 
rights may be the plaintiffs are entitled to succeed in this action; see London and 
North-western R. W. Company versus Mayor of the City of Westminster C1902 ie 
Che 4759: 

The defendants will therefore, be perpetually restrained from interfering with the 
work of the plaintiffs in carrying wires to their new office under instead of over the 
nighway for the purpose of exacting any tax or payment, disconnected from such w -rk, 
frcm the plaintifis, or otherwise than in good faith and in accordance with the federal 
legislation. Whatever may be the powers of a corporation when the plaintiffs first 
entered the municipality or when they are making great changes in their works after 
such entry, in this case the defendants acting in good faith cannot impose restrictions 
beyond providing for the careful doing of the work and restoration of the street so that 
no loss is suffered or injury done to the defendants or anyone entitled to the use of the 
highway by reason of the work. It is but a usual thing to provide in municipal by-laws 
that such work as that in question shall be done under the direction of a competent 
officer of the municipality, and sometimes the deposit of a reasonable sum of money 
to insure the doing of the work as so directed or if not so done of enabling the cor- 
poration to have it so done and to pay for the work out of the money so deposited. 
The defendants must pay the costs of the action subject to their right to set off 

the additional costs, if any, caused by the trial at Hamilton instead of at Owen 
Sound. 

Upon the broad question of the powers of municipal councils under section 3 of 
the Federal enactment as amended by 45 Vict., ch. 95, sec. 2 (D.), I have been wun- 
able to find any reason for changing the opinion expressed by me at the trial. The 
extravagant claims of tne defendants that it rests with the municipal councils to de- 
termine as they see fit where and how the plaintiffs shall construct their wires seem 
to me quite unwarranted by the enactment or by any interest the municipalities may 
have in the matter, and since the decision in the case of the city of Montreal versus 
Standard Light and Power Company (1897) A.C. 527, there ought to be little, 7# any, 
excuse for it. The defendants are in truth but trustees of the highways within their 
municipality, the ways being vested in them mainly to that they may better perform 
their duties towards all of the King’s subjects in respect of them; it is in the interests 
of the public which are mainly to be protected under the powers given to the muni- 
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cipal councils. Telephone communication, not alone in any one municipality, but 
througnout the land wherever the system is or may be in operation, is a thing bene- 
ficial to the public, something which nowadays cannot be done without; the benefit 
and the convenience to the public are the first considerations, and should be the main 
purpose of the plaintiffs, and of the municipalities in exercising their respective rights 
under the section in question. By that section the plaintiffs are unequivocally per- 
mitted to construct their lines upon the highways either overhead or underground, © 
the work is theirs and to be done by them, not the defendants’ or to be constructed 
by them, and there being the right thus plainly conferred upon the plaintiffs in re- 
spect of a work bene‘icial, indeed now necessary to tne public, that right is to be de- 
rogated from only in so far as the enactment with reasonable clearness confers upon 
the defendants the power over it. The Montreal case was one coming under an en- 
actment the same as that in question, but without the provision as to the location of 
the line, so that leaving that provision out of the question, that case is an authority 
clearly against tne defendant’s contention. Can the additional words in regard of 
the location completely transform the situation, and in effect give almost absolute 
control of the plaintiffs’ work to the defendants. If so, there was a great waste of 
judicial energy in the case of Toronto vs. Bell Telephone Oo. (1903) 6 O.L.R. 335, 
for what gain to consider whether federal or provincial legislation prevailed, if under 
the former the municipalities have all the power the defendants here contend for. 
Tf it were in the power of the municipality in that case to require the defendants to 
‘locate’ all their wires underground and to ‘locate’ them all in Stanley street, and 
at such height or depth as the council chose to dictate, it would be quite immaterial 
to either of the parties which legislation prevailed, either would make the council 
of a city, town or village complete masters of the situation within the municipality. 
The plaintiff’s clear right to place their wires underground or above in any highway 
is made subject to the provision, that the location of the lines and the opening up 
of the street shall be done under the direction and supervision of the engineer or 
other officer whom the council may appoint in such manner as tne council may direct. 
The provision is by no means a novel one; it is met with in many by-laws providing 
for the opening of highways for the convenience of the owner or occupiers of adjoin- 
ing houses or lands, such as laying gas or water pipes and making sewer connection, 
and has reference merely to the oversigiat of the work so that traffic may not be inter- 
fered with more than necessary, and that the way may not be injured and that the 
sewer connections shall be made in a proper and workmanlike manner. It is to be 
observed that what is aimed at is the work upon the ground, for it is done under the 
direction of the officer wnose duties are those of a supervisor; the work is the plain- 
tif’s, and that work which the enactment empowers them to do, not some new or 
changed work which the defendants are to devise for them and require them to do. 
If there is power to decide whether tne line shall be above or underground, why should 

that not be decided by the council; why make it something to be done under the — 
direction and supervision of a subordinate officer ? If it were to rest with the coun- 
cil whether the lines should be under or overground and upon what streets they should 
be constructed, surely parliament would have said so in plain words and not have 
first given in plain words to the plaintiffs the right to make use of any hignway and 
to go underground or overground as they choose. The section presents no difficulty 
to my mind; in the interests of the public the elear rights of user of the highways 
are given to the plaintiffs; they could not carry on their operations very well with- 
out them; in the interests of the public, and for the protection of the interests of 
the municipalities in the highways, these rights are to be exercised under the super- 
vision of an officer of the municipality in such manner as the council may direct in 
regard to the location of the lines which the plaintiffs under their rights intend to 
construct, and in: regard to opening up: of the streets; that is acting in good faith, 
the council can thus control the placing, in the particular higinways selected by the 
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plaintiffs, of the poles or the wires underground as the plaintiffs may decide to place 
them, and require all that to be done which will best tend to prevent unnecessary ob- 
struction to the highway and save the municipal corporation from loss or expense by 
reason of the plaintiffs’ works. 

On this ground also the plaintiffs’ case can be rested, but I have preferred to put 
it upon the other ground as it seems to be necessary that the municipalities should 
know that the powers conferred upon them are not to be exercised for what have been 
called in one of the leading cases sinister or collateral purposes. When parliament or 
the legislature permits money to be made by muicipal corporations out of powers con- 
ferred on them it usually says so, as in such enactments as sections 639, 640, s.s, 4, 
657 and 331 of the Consolidated Municipal Act, 1903. 

Mr. Brrczron.—Was there an appeal? 

Mr. Ayteswortu.—No appeal was taken from that decision. The town was not 
advised to appeal. Now, I point to that as an instance upon which a judicial opinion 
has passed after a full trial in open court, and what is here plainly stated to this 
committee every municipality wants to be able to do. It wants to stand at its 
threshold, so to speak, and say to every telephone company: You shall not use our 
streets unless upon terms that you pay us a license or a fee to do so. Is the telephone 
not doing a public service? And are not the people of that municipality entitled to 
consideration? I speak here, not merely as the advocate of the Bell Telephone Com- 

pany, but as a citizen of the city of Toronto, and I ask the gentlemen who are sitting 
_ about this board who are citizens of Toronto to imagine what value there would be to 
them, as compared to its present value, in their own domestic telephones, if it were 
limited, as has been suggested here to-day, to the municipality itself. Would it be 
one-half or one-quarter the value to any business man if he could not obtain connec- 
tion with any outside municipality. If there was a complete severance, aS was sug- 
gested here, between the municipal local system and every adjacent municipality, it 
might be. Toronto wants power to expropriate the local business of this 
company. I do not know exactly what that means, whether for instance it means 
the business within the territorial limits of the city of Toronto, or whether it means 
the business which might arise in adjoining suburbs or in towns within easy radius of 
Toronto, but I do know this, if I understand the proposition, that if that system was 
in vogue I would be quite unable to stand in my house, as I can to-day, and converse 
upon business or social matters with anyone whom I may choose to call up in any of 
the surrounding towns. Would my telephone be, under such circumstances, of one-half 
the value that it is now? 

Mr. Maciean.—No one has suggested that. 

Mr, AYLESwortH.—Well, it may; anyway it might, and I shall try and make what 
_ I have to say exceedingly brief. It has been said here that the long distance line ought 
to be subject, and it is suggested that the committee should recommend to the 
House that the long distance lines should be subject to parliamentary control and that 
the local exchanges—that the city of Toronto ought to have the right to buy out the 
local business of the Bell Telephone Company in that city. Well, gentlemen, if I 
owned a good fat beast which was fit for the market and some one came and said he 
would like to have one of the hind quarters and that I had to give him one, I think the 
value of that beast would be pretty thoroughly destroyed if he were to take that hind 
quarter or just a part of it and leave me the rest. That’ is, I submit, a perfectly ac- 
curate analogy to the situation that is absolutely proposed here. Of what value to 
any business man to put his money into as an investment would the Bell Telephone 
enterprise be with the power given to Montreal, Toronto and other cities—that propo- 
sition cannot be restricted to one municipality—and to every municipality along the 
line to do its own local business and then say to the Bell Telephone Company you may 
have the refuse, but we will do the good part which is within our own border. In the 
first place is it practicable to sever in the slightest degree, is it not so re- 
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marked by their lordships of the Privy Council that it must manifestly 
be one system, one owned and one connecting system? Take what we 
-heve had in evidence here in comparison on the streets here in Ottawa to-day. 
Any person standing here in Ottawa to-day and desiring for any reason to communicate 
with some local subscriber in Montreal, does he not of necessity use the local system ? 
Here if he makes the local connection, does he not use the branch system which is part 
of the local system, the local exchange and also the local exchange at Montreal, which 
is all part of one system? If the gentlemen could avail themselves of the invitation 
which was extended by the Bell Telephone Company to pay a visit to the local exchange 
in Montreal, or even to the exchange here in Ottawa, and see for themselves what a 
switchboard is, to see literally millions of connections and soldering that there are of 
necessity in the work of bringing all these wires into their different compartments of 
that exchange, probably you would get an object lesson which would at once give a 
much more distinct impression than I can give, of the absolute fact that when I in 
Ottawa am speaking to a subscriber in Montreal there is one continuous wire from my 
residence to Montreal to his ear. 

Mr. Mactzan.—If you were a subscriber of the Merchants Company, how could 
you do that? 

Mr. AyLtEswortu.—If I were a member of the Merchants Company I could not 
converse beyond their line. 

Mr. Maciean.—But a subscriber in Toronto could not speak to a subscriber on the 
Merchant’s line. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Not unless he could get that Se ONE wire, and therefore I 
confess it is an impracticable thing to sever parts of that one wire. Where should you 
sever it? At the municipal boundary line? That is manifestly impossible. 

The CHatrRMAN.—How long will you take to finish, Mr. Aylesworth? 

Mr. AYLEswortH.—I cannot get through in less than 15 minutes. 

The CHairnMAN.—Then we will sit this evening at 8.30. Just before you leave, I 
will call your attention again to the point that you raised that the municipalities have 
not control—ownership—speaking of our own province, that ey had a limited use. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Precisely. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Well, that decision that you read from Mr. Justice Meredith 

Mr. AvyLEswortH.—That was not the decision I was alluding to. 

The OCHAIRMAN.—I know it went further than your statement of law. He admits 
that the land is vested in the—— | ; 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Not the original ungranted land of the province. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Here is the section, the first section, 600, gives jurisdiction. 

Mr. AyLESwortH.—L know, that is in the provincial government. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Section 601 says: ‘Every public right shall be vested in the 
municipality subject to any rights in the soil reserved to the person.’ 

Mr. AyYLESwortH.—That is just what I have been stating. If you look at section 
599 you will see that the soil in the highway remains in the Crown. Section 601 deals 
with the case of a road that is dedicated and 1 in which the owner may have reserved 
certain rights. 

The CHAamRMAN.—When you have argued that Zulus and foreigners, the moment 
they come here have rights to these streets—they have no rights until they come within 
the municipalities. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Certainly not, until they come and tread there. 

The CuarmMan.—And therefore the municipality is the trustee for the people within 
that municipality. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—No, for all that seek to use the rights of travel. They need 
not use that right until they come to it. 

The CHairMAN.—Therefore it is strictly given to them for the benefit of the muni- 
cipality, and for thoes outside the municipality while they are within the municipality. 
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Mr. AyLEswortu.—And for the use of the Bell Telephone Company, as one of the 
public of this Dominion. 


The CHamrMAN.—When they come to it. 
Mr. AYLESworTH.—When they come within it. 
Mr. Mactran.—And they have no more rights there than Parliament gave to them. 


The committee adjourned. 


Turspay, May 23, 1905, 
8 o’clock p.m. 


The Committee resumed, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Mr. AyLeswortu.—At the time of the adjournment, Mr. Chairman, I was discuss- 
ing the practicability of the suggestion which had been made of separating the busi- 
ness of the Bell Telephone Company, or of any telephone company, into the long-dis- 
- tance and the local, and I wish to return to the subject for a few further words. But 
perhaps, in the meantime, I may be allowed to mention a case which I, had not thought 
of when on my feet before but which has been spoken of between my friend, Mr. 
Chrysler, counsel for the committee, and myself, since the adjournment. That was 
a very well known case and a somewhat famous one in the city of Ottawa a few years 
ago, and very probably, hon. gentlemen will remember something of it from the news- 
paper discussion which took place at the time. The Richmond road, in the city here, 
is the continuation of a principal thoroughfare westerly through the county of Carle- 
ton, and at a point within the city limits, near the western station of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, the railway company desired to construct a spur, a ‘Y’ leading into 
their station for the purpose of reversing their trains and avoiding the expense of 
building a turn table. To construct it properly the spur had, of necessity, to cross 
the line of the Richmond road. The history of that piece of road was this : ‘It had 
been the property of a road company incorporated some fifty years before, on which 
the company had built the road as a private enterprise, intending to be, and being 
for the time, remunerated for its investment by tolls which it charged every traveller 
who used that highway. In course of time the limits of the city of Ottawa came to 
be extended, by Act of the provincial legislature, and as a result of that extension 
in the city limits, a considerable length of this road, which had been the private pro- 
perty of the company, and on which they had charged tolls, came within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the city of Ottawa, was annexed to the territory of the municipality, 
and accordingly became a part of the city streets, so to say, and free of these tolls, 
so. that every person had a right to use it without paying any toll whatever therefor. 


__ The legislature, in equity and justice, attached as a condition to the extension of the 


city’s area, an obligation upon the city to pay to the company which owned that high- 
_ way, which had built it and which was getting its reward for its expenditure by ex- 
acting tolls for the use of it, a sum to be fixed by arbitration. The amount was agreed 
upon in that instance and it did not need any arbitration. The parties agreed and the 
city paid to the company the price which had been fixed and obtained a conveyance 
from the company of that piece of land. It was bought with a price, it was as much 
a piece of city property, according to the city’s contention, as the town hall, which 
had been bought and paid for out of the city’s taxes. In that instance the city solici- 
tor, who was here this afternoon, and who I regret is not present here to-night to hear 
what I have to say, advocating the interests of the city as his clients and following 
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out te instructions of the city council, advanced the contention that the railway com- 
pany had no right to use the city’s property, to use that piece of land which it wanted 
for its private purposes, without compensation, any more than it would have the right 
to the use of a town lot, and that the city was entitled to-prevent, by injunction, the 
railway company from having its tracks cross that strip of land or from running its 
locomotives across that strip of land until the railway company had compensated 
the city, either by payment of money or by giving to the city countervailing advan- 
tages for the use of that land, just as it would have to give advantages or money to 
a farmer if it was taking a strip of his land. And accordingly the city, in the pecu- 
liar circumstances of that case, advanced the contention as against the railway com- 
pany, that it was entitled to compensation and that the railway company could not be 
allowed to use that property without first arbitrating and determining and fixing such 
compensation, either by payment of money or by some advantages to be agreed upon 
in the way of a contract, or else imposed by some tribunél with authority to dictate 
terms in the circumstances. That litigation was carried to the Supreme Court and 
the uniform opinion of not merely the judges of the province of Ontario without ex- 
ception, but also of the Supreme Court of Canada, was, that it was an utterly falla- 
cious contention on the part of the municipality, that although the city taxes had paid 
for that strip of land and so had freed it from the imposition of tolls for its user, it 
had thereby become a part of the property of the general public and that the railway 
company was on the highway, was using that piece of land which was common to the 
two purposes—to the travelled highway for vehicles and also to the travelled highway 
for the locomotives and cars, exactly for the purpose for which it was intended and 
dedicated to the general use of the public—and that the city of Ottawa had no kind 
of special property in it. I mention that as a strong instance where, with absolute 
unanimity all the judges of this country—I may say certainly of the province of 
Ontario and of the Supreme Court of the Dominion—have supported entirely the 
contention I was submitting to this committee this afternoon, as undoubtedly the law 
of Ontario in that regard, although the property might be, for the purposes of the 
trust, in the language of section 601 of our municipal Act, which the chairman has 
read, vested in the city and under control, as of a board of governors ,of the city 
council from time to time. . 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Well, conceding all that, so long as the municipality is left in possession what 
force has that argument ?—A. Merely this: That the piece of land which constitutes 
a highway being dedicated to the general public purposes of the whole of His Majesty’s 
liege subjects, if not of the whole of the world to use it, the Dominion parliament is 
perfectly justified in utilising that strip without compensating the local authorities for 
the use of it, in using that strip for any of the general purposes of the Dominion. 
Now take my clients the Bell Telephone Company. Supposing they own a vehicle, an 
ordinary wagon, drawn by a team of horses, they have the undoubted right, with any 
one of us, to use the highways in the city of Toronto or of any other city of the Domi- 
nion for the purposes of traffic. If then, it pleases the Dominion parliament to say 
that without obstructing the general purposes of that strip of land, without in any way 
impeding traffic upon it, and so long as they do not interfere with the public user of it, 
they may plant their poles upon it for the general public purposes and transmit mes- 
sages from man to man. It is a legitimate user of that strip of land, a part of the 
purposes for which that strip of land either was reserved by the Crown, or dedicated by 
the owner, to the public general use. 

Q. The telephone company could not have its vehicle and horses standing in one 
spot ?—A. Granted. 

Q. For a continuous time ? There is a difference between a company that is there 
permanently and a vehicle that is passing along ’—A. And neither can the telephone 
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company under this legislation which the Dominion parliament has prescribed for it, 
impede or interfere in the least degree with the public user of that road for purposes. 
of traffic. That constitutes safeguards and the very moment they transgress the statute 
they are liable to indictment or a monetary punishment for so doing. It is but an 
instance and one specific part of the general purposes for which that strip of land is 
dedicated by the owners of it, to the general body politic. No more reason exists, 
assuredly, for legislating or enacting that any particular individual shall not use the 
highway specially for his own advantage without compensating the city than exists 
for enacting that he shall not use it without compensating the county of which the 
city is a part. Why limit it to a township, the local municipality, why not make it 
the larger, the county which includes a group of minor municipalities ? Why give the 
compensation that is proposed to the minor municipality and not to the larger ? 

Q. Does not the Municipal Act distribute powers among these bodies ?—A. Legis- 
lative powers. 

- Q. It determines all the powers that a village or a town shall exercise munici- 
pally ?—A. True. 

Q. Though part of a larger municipality ’—A. True, it delimits and just in the 
same way our constitution, to wit, the British North America Act, gives control to the 
Dominion parliament and to the various legislatures, and under those legislatures to 
their minor tribunals, the legislative bodies of the municipalities, jurisdiction each 
within its own sphere. 

Q. Yes, of the municipal institutions entirely within the sphere of the province 2 
—A. Just so, but our system is consistent throughout. The Dominion parliament 
may exercise its powers, where it is legislating in regard to something that is for the 
general benefit of the whole Dominion, and the provinces in regard to local or provin- 
cial matters, and just exactly as the provincial legislature at Toronto may legislate 
with regard to the use of a highway for provincial, purposes, so the Dominion undoubt- 
edly has jurisdiction to legislate in regard to these local roads for general Dominion 
purposes, and for all cognate purposes also, for the transmission of traffic, whether it 
be the traffic that is tangible and that we see conveyed upon wheels, or the traffic in 
messages from man to man. 

Q. The question is not a matter of law, the question is one of public policy.— 
A. I think so, and I am only arguing. against the assumption of absolute control 
which is being put forward by local municipalities to the exclusion, one might say of 
their master, not merely this parliament but also the local legislatures and the county 
councils. 

Q. Mr. Aylesworth, so long as the municipality controls the streets it must have 
the right to say, subject to paramount action such as mig‘nt occur here, it must have 
the right to say whether or not services such as these shall invade the streets. If the 
provincial government resumed control of the streets then I grant you tine concessions 
made by the municipality would fali to the ground, but so long as the provincial 
governments, the provincial legislatures in whom the soil in these streets vests, allow 
the control of these streets to be exercised by the municipalities, so long the muni- 
cipality must be allowed to have jurisdiction—A. Then under municipal legislation 
we might be no longer*‘able to use the streets because we were persona non grata to 
the municipal council. 

Q. That is not contended ?—A. Certainly not. I am merely showing the absurd 
length to which this argument may be pushed. 

Q. The municipality might pass a by-law that you could not obstruct the streets? 
—A. Certainly and the Dominion parliament has passed something more. It has 
passed a law providing that the Bell Company shall not in any instance impede or 
obstruct highways. 

Q. By obstruction on the streets, obstruction pro tanto ?—A. That obstruction 
exists already. There are poles planted in the middle of our Toronto streets which 


might be termed a great nuisance. 
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Mr. AyLteswortH.—They are poles of the street railway. There are many places 
in Toronto where the poles are planted in the streets. 


The CHairMAN.—The municipality having the control might hurt itself if it 
likes /—A. There are poles of the street railway planted up the centre of Spadina 
avenue and nobody calls them a nuisance. That is a wide street and the poles divide 
the street into two. I merely mention it as an answer to the suggestion which I made 
myself as to planting poles in the middle of the street: Remember this: The legis- 
lature safeguards the public perfectly when it makes the absolute proviso taat the 
company shall not interfere with the public right of travelling on or using city high- 
ways and any trangression of that is immediately liable to punishment. I am argu- 
ing simply against the contention that a local municipality, because by the local legis- 
lature it is given the legislative control for certain purposes over the highways, has 
thereby secured the right to make that a commodity out of which it shall have gain. 
The municipalities come apparently here before parliament and say, ‘We want to sell 
the franchise,’ as they call it, ‘or the rignt to use these streets to a particular indi- 
vidual,’ to wit, a company, and out of that sale make gain. I say that is an illigitimate 
transaction, that is not the purpose for which the streets are given into the control 
of the local municipal authorities, and that any theory that it is so, is a false one 
and demonstrated to be utterly erroneous by the slightest consideration of the general — 
’ purposes for which that strip of land in any cases was dedicated to public use. 

Now, reverting to the subject I was discussing, as to the practicability of the sug- 
gestion of taking a part out of the whole, of the company’s, or any telephone com- 
pany’s, business, and bisecting it, or dividing it into two parts, one of which should 
go under local municipal control and the other either be left to the company or go 
into tne control of the legislature or parliament, some larger body, I am seeking to 
point out that it is a most crude and ill-digested suggestion, as must be manifest 
when one thinks of the nature of that with which the committee is dealing and in re- 
gard to which the suggestion is made. Assuredly if the city of Toronto (or any other 
municipality, because, as I said, it cannot be the intention that the city of Toronto, 
ean ask any special privilege) if every municipality in the country is to be given 
the right to expropriate the section of the Bell Telephone Company’s property which 
hes within its corporate limits we should have the most unmitigated and unbearable 
nuisance that could be imagined, namely, not one connected system of telephoning 
from town to town and from house to house in different parts of the country, but a 
series of disconnected cells, so to speak, not having any connection one with another, 
not being under any one general management, but each part of it under a different 
and continually changing management. 


Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—It is an accomplished fact, Mr. Aylesworth, in England. The 
government own the long-distance lines in England to-day and operate them. 


Mr. AyLeswortu.—I do not know if my good friend who speaks has had any prac- 
tical experience of attempting to telephone in England. I have had, and I can only 
say that while telegraphing there is a joy and a pleasure and a very cheap one at that, 
telephoning is—I do not know how to characterize it—but conspicuously, to use the 
language of a witness, one of the most dismal failures that could be imagined. I 
have attempted to telephone in London, England, to a friend a few blocks away, and 
in all seriousness it was a saving of time and of annoyance to go and take the mes- 
sage myself. A man cannot telephone to-day in London, England, between the Hotel 
Cecil and the Hotel Metropole, a distance of not more than from here to the Court 
House in this city, at an expenditure of less than five minutes’ time. 


Q. That is under the National Company, that is not a trunk line 2—A. I do not 
know what it is, but I know it is the most aggravating nuisance a man could have. 
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Q. That is not the governmen system at all, that is just as if you were telephon- 
ing from the King Edward to the Queen’s in Toronto ?—A. Is that not an indepen- 
dent company ? 

Q. No.—A. I do not know where the fault is, all I know is that is the result, and I 
think, therefore, that for practical results no one can refer with any satisfaction to 
the English system. Ours is certainly, as far as telephoning is concerned, incompar: 
ably the better, and let me point out why of necessity it must be so. 


The Cuamman.—I have seen it stated that the English telephone system was 
worse than anything in all Europe—A. I have had no experience in any other coun- 
try, as I do not speak any other language, but I cannot imagine anything more dis- 
gusting than attempting to use the telephone in England. 


Mr. ZimMErMAN.—I have had the same experience that you have. 


Mr. AyLeswortu.—I think every person who has been there must have had. I 
cannot tell you why it is so, but it is practically impossible to get good telephone con- 
nection. I have tried to get telephone connection and to connect say from a West End 
hotel in London to Hammersmith, somewhere about a mile or two away, and I simply 
had to give it up as an absolutely useless thing. I remember an occasion of that char- 
acter three years ago when in preference to telephoning I telegraphed for a parcel 
that I wanted to get from a short distance, and it is practically the only way of get- 
ting what you want unless you wrote a letter or went with it yourself. Now, return- 
ing to a consideration of the practicability of the suggestion of separating, legislation 
is asked, as I understand, and it is suggested here by some of the gentlemen who have 
spoken on behalf of the municipalities, that power ought to be conferred by this par- 
liament upon local municipalities to expropriate and to buy out sections of the Bell 
Company’s or any other company’s property, in the way described. Let me ask why 
should that power be given when you bear in mind that in Ontario—I know nothing 
of other provinces—but in Ontario to-day and for years all municipalities, urban 
municipalities, have power, without purchasing, either to construct and to operate 
their own telephones lines. Would it be any cheaper to buy ours, which is estab- 
lished, within Toronto, than it would be to construct a new one ¢ I cannot see why 
it should be. We have constructed ours at the lowest possible expense, and may be it 
is partially worn out, but the city of Toronto has the legislative power to-day, under 
the Municipal Act, to start a competitive line any time it pleases. It can use its own 
streets if it wishes, for it calls them its own, it can establish, at any rate, without the 
assistance of legislation from Ottawa, its own independent competitive system without 
paying us one cent. We have no exclusive rights in the city of Toronto; we have no 
agreement; we have no franchise to sell; we ask nothing; we are there serving our 
own customers and serving the general public of the city. I shall, with the consent of 
the committee, prove here out of witnesses before the inquiry closes, that to-day Tor- 
onto has a telephone service which is patronized to a larger extent in proportion to 
population than any other place in the continent. I think that in itself demonstrates 
that the people of Toronto’ are satisfied with the system, are patronizing it and are 
content to pay those rates which have been referred to and against which not one 
word of objection has been heard. Now, what are the objections that have been urged 
to-day by the civic head of the city of Toronto, in your hearing in the witness box ? 
After having made the general statement that there was great dissatisfaction, that 
there was constant complaining, that the people of Toronto were dissatisfied intensely 
with the service of the Bell Telephone system, the worst thing that Mayor Urquhart 
could say was that there had been complaints come to his knowledge that there was 
too long a time taken in giving connections or that conversation might be interrupted 
by the connection being cut off. Is it not childish to urge such objections as that to 
a telephone service which manifestly must be the fault of the operator and which 
might—I will not say would—but might, at any rate, equally well exist if it were 
under municipal control. I do not want to encroach at al! upon the vexed question 
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of municipal ownership. No doubt there are s upon that subject, but I 
think there are some members of the committee who would agree with my views, at 
any rate, that a municipal service is an unmitigated nuisance to the citizens and an 
unmitigated loss. However, that may be, the question whether it is likely that the 
people of any community would have a better telephone service under a system where 
there was some experience and some expert knowledge, or under a gentleman who 
might, without any previous knowledge of the subject, be pitchforked into the position 
of telephone manager and changed annually, according to popular will? Is it likely 
that a man who is giving his time for nothing to the service of a city and who simply 
occupies the position of alderman or mayor, perhaps for a twelvemonth, would become 
during that twelvemonth, so skilled in the operation of a complicated piece of mechan- 
ism or a complicated system of work like the telephone system, as that he could give, 
under his management, better service than men who had spent a lifetime at the 
system ? 

The CuarrMAN.—They do not change municipal employees with each election ?—A. 
It depends, sir. 

Q. Speaking of Toronto, I have never heard of it being done?—A. I think the 
citizens of any municipality have not had such results from any experiments at muni- 
cipal ownership as would justify one of them in wishing to have it in preference to the 
management of some person skilled and permanently employed in that line of work. 


Mr. Berceron.—And jf the trunk lines belong to the Government?—A. If the trunk 
lines were under different control I should think we would have confusion worse con- 
founded. That, however, is a matter of policy which gentlemen here are much more 
competent to determine, in the interest of the general public of Canada. I make no 
suggestion in regard to it. I merely point out one or two things which it seems to me 
stand upon the threshold and have certainly not in any sense been grappled with by the 
suggestions which have come, as we heard to-day from Mayor Urquhart as his own idea, 
not as a proposition that anybody else fathered but as his own idea, that long-distance 
telephones ought to be under one management, local or municipal or any other. We 
have heard Mr. Sise, and certainly he has some practical experience on the subject, 
speak of the practical objections. I shall not try to supplement his evidence more than 
to point out this: In discussing the general question, or considering rather the gen- 
eral question, of the advisability of legislation which would compel an interchange of 
traffic let me point out the danger of false analogy. If you are thinking of the require- 
ment which makes railway companies transmit traffic one from the other, or inter- 
change traffic one with the other, it is, of course, a thing of no practical difficulty to 
require a railway company to take from another company its parcels and forward them 
to their destination, or, if a car is loaded, to carry that car over its rails to the destina- 
tion asked by the sender of the goods. That is a perfectly easy thing to legislate in 
regard to, and something in regard to which, as common carriers, the railway com- 
panies in their own interests probably would make traffic arrangements between them- 
selves, even if legislation did not require it. And no objection I am sure has ever been 
urged by any telephone company, or any company for the purpose of transmitting 
messages, to taking from any person who brings it, independent line or otherwise, that 
person’s messages and transmitting them to their destination. That is a very different 
thing from physical connection, from switching one line on to the other. Mr. Sise has 
spoken of the detriment to business of occupying the line. Assuredly that is the truer 
analogy. Would any legislation ever be suggested which would compel a railway com- 
pany, not merely to haul the car of another company over its tracks or take parcels out 
of the car of that other company and tranship them into its own car, would any legis- 
lation ever be suggested which would require a railway company to allow the trains of 
another company to traverse its lines under control, not of its own crew of managers, 
but under the control of drivers and conductors of another line, and to the detriment 
of its own traffic, not running according to its own regulations, but impeding its traffic; 
not running according to its own time-table, but simply occupying for the time, how- 
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ever long or short it might be, necessary to get from one station to another, the single 
track, it might be, of the railway company upon which that train was travelling. 

The CHairman.—That is done on the Erie line between Windsor and Niagara Falls 
to-day by the Wabash Railway.—A It runs its own line, it does not allow the Michigan 
Central trains to interfere with its own trains running over the line. 

Q. Full trains of different companies run over that air line?—A: What is pro- 
posed here to-day is that physical connection should be given to some independent line. 
such as a local municipal system, over the trunk lines or long-distance lines of the Bell 
Telephone Company. That is exactly as if it were proposed by some little branch road 
that might run out of a way station of the Grand Trunk, that the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way of Canada should be compelled to allow that little branch line to run its trains 
unbroken upon the main line of the Grand Trunk from Toronto or Montreal without 
regard to the rules of the Grand Trunk. 

The CuairMAn.—The Act of incorporation of the Transcontinental Railway Com- 
pany gives the government the right to run the trains of the Intercolonial Railway 
from Moncton to Quebee.—A. Will they not be run yn the control of the officials 
of the Grand Trunk Pacific Comrany ? 

The CHatirMAN.—The full Intercolonial trains will go.—A. It may be right if 
these trains are run on the regulations that are prescribed. 

Q. The Wabash Railway has a division point at St. Thomas. There they have 
their own round-house, their own train crews waiting, their own engines, their own 
trains and cars and men go from the Detroit river to the Niagara river on a line 
every foot of which is operated by another company.—A. I speak subject to correction, 
I may be entirely wrong, but my idea of the arrangement between the two companies, 
Mr. Chairman, was this that the Wabash uses. that line exclusively and that no trains 
except the Wabash trains can occupy it. 

Mr. CurysLer.—That is not correct, the Grand Trunk uses that line. 

Mr. AYLESWoRTH.—With the Wabash. 

Mr. CHRryYsLer.—With the Wabash, yes. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Then it is under some amicable arrangement between the two. 

The CuamMan.—There is an officer to regulate the traffic. 

Mr. BERGERON.—Do you see any analogy between the telephone and the railway ? 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—I do not. I use that merely for the purpose of illustration be- 
cause it seems to me at least as objectionable that any branch line should have powers 
given it to compel physical connection. Now: bear in mind, gentlemen, I am not for 
a moment speaking of the obligation upon the Bell Telephone Company, the one I 
am interested for, to receive from any branch company you please messages and trans- 
mit these messages to any destination which the Bell Company is able to reach. Thut 
is exactly analagous, it seems to me, to taking the parcels of one railway over another 
railway and forwarding them to their destination. But what is proposed is something 
radically different from that. It is proposed that another line, I do not care whether *t 
is competing or non-competing that another telephone line should, against their will 
so to speak, and in their turn against the Bell Company, have the right to switch its 
lines to the Bell Company’s lines and transmit, entirely independent of the Bell Com- 
pany’s control, over Peli Telephone trunk lines, messages from the lips of the sender 
to the ear cf the receiver. Now it is not manifest that to do that you certainly exclude 
the Bell Telephone Company’s own traffic for what ever time the line is so occupied. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The law requires a railway to carry the cars uf another railway ? 
-— A. To the exclusion of its own? 

The CHAIRMAN.—For the moment to the exclusion. 

Mr. Maciean.—Yes, certainly. 

Mr. AyYLESworTH.—With all deference I do not think so. 

The CHAIRMAN.—You think the railway can refuse to haul the cars of another 
railway company ? 


Mr. AYLESworTH.—Certainly not. 
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The CHarrMAN.—Then for a time the Bell Company cannot occupy the place oc- 
cupied by the other. ; 

Mr. AYLESwoRTH.—Surely the difference is apparent. One message occupies the 
whole line until it reaches its destination. 

The CHAaiRMAN.—One car occupies an exclusive place also over the line. 

Mr. AyLESwortTH.—One car occupies a space of 33 feet, and is continually shift- 
ing. Of course any company is very glad to haul the car of another company instead 
of using its own rolling stock. ; 

Mr. MaciEan.—Why not the Bell Company then? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—They are perfectly willing to take charge of the message, but 
they are not willing and ought not to be asked to defer their own legitimate business 
while some person who is an active competitor is using their property for his own 
purposes Is it not manifest that if he takes five minutes to telephone from Ottawa 
to Montreal all the business of the Bell Telephone Company, all its own business, is 
being suspended while that conversation is going on. As a matter of fact you have it 
in evidence already that the present long-distance lines of the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany barely suffice to accommodate the business it has. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Why ? 

Mr. AYLESWORTH.—Because it does a businass now which occupies all the money 
it has invested and because it is difficult, if not impossible, to go on increasing its 
capital. 

The CHatRMAN.—Because they have only got a single wie. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Is it then the proposition—I do not know what the gentlemen 
are proposing—is it the proposition that the shareholders of the Bell Company are to 
be required by Act of Parliament to put their hands into their pockets and to supply 
out of their own private purses a vehicle of traffic for a rival or competitive concern ? 
I do not know whether this is their proposal. It does not seem to be equitable or just— 
for parliament is a court of equity. Is it just that a man should have the right to 
take coin from my pocket? Is it any more just that a competing company should lay 
hola of the property of the Bell and say: ‘We will employ it when we want it, and you 
will stand back with your own legitimate business.’ 

Mr. Maciean.—Parliament has over and over again passed laws to compel railway 
companies to receive traffic from other companies. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—No objection is offered to receiving messages from people and 
transmitting messages from any other company, as that is our corporate purpose, but 
we do object to being turned out of the use of our own property even for five minutes. 
‘And if five minutes why not for five hours or five years? 

Mr. Macuean..—Your line is there for serving the great public and it is earning 
money. . 

Mr. AYLESwWorTH.—We are serving the greater public when we are serving our own 
subscribers than if we were serving some farmer who has built his independent line to 
connect with ours. 

The Cuatrman.—lIf it were not for the farmers your company would not amount 
to much. 

Mr. AYLEswortH.—I am speaking in that way merely as an illustration. 

Mr. Mitter.—What do you propose to do to serve the customers of the Bell Com- 
pany? Would you give perhaps an hour at the close of the day to serve other cus- 
tomers ? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—I do not know how it could be worked out, but I feel very sure 
that every operative of the Bell Company who was honestly endeavouring to serve the 
interests of his employer would give preference to his employer’s rather than to his 
rival’s business. Suppose I, a subscriber, called for Montreal simultaneously with a 
man on a branch line, haven’t I a better right 

Mr. Mituer.—You have no suggestion to make on the part of your clients as tc 

how you might accommodate the other subscribers ? 
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Mr. AYLEswortTH.—I have made the suggestion over and over again to-day to take 
their messages and transmit them. 

Mr. Mitter.—When ? 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—As soon as we receive them; just as the general public is served. 

Mr. Macitean.—But do not compel you to switch. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Do not put them in the possession of our property to the ex- 
elusion of our own customers. Is it right or fair? Would any merchant submit to 
such a thing that he should be asked to serve his rival’s customers to the exclusion of 
his own who had been dealing with him for years? That is literally our position. We 
have built up a business and are endeavouring to give the best service we can. One of 
our subscribers wants to use the line to Montreal; but he finds that it is being used by 
somebody else who is a rival in the trade. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Upon proper terms. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—It might be perfectly fair to the shareholders, but I am speak- 
ing rather in the interests of the customers whom we serve. Are you to. injure a 
thousand subscribers 

The CHAIRMAN.—Who is proposing that? 

Mr. AYLeswortH.—I think those who propose physical connection. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Regardless of terms? 

Mr AYLESwortH.—I cannot see any difference. 

The CHAairMAN.—Is it your contention that there should be no arrangement under 
some proper tribunal to regulate an interchange of traffic on proper and just terms. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Again and again I have tried to say that an interchange of 
traffic means reception and transmission of messages. 

The CHaiRMAN.—You object to that ? } 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Not at all. 

The CHairMAN.—What are you fighting against ? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—I am fighting against their having the right to switch to our 
line and transmit their own messages. 

The CuairMAN.—Supposing they switch and transmit messages upon terms fixed 
by a fair, impartial tribunal and upon proper equitable terms to your company ? 

Mr. AYLEswortH.—I am not able to imagine terms that would adequately meet 
the exigencies of the case. 

The CuairMan.—Then, do you take the ground that you are absolutely opposed to 
any interchange of traffic except upon terms that suit the Bell Company ? 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—Not at all. I take the ground that we have not the slightest 
objection to interchange, as we understand the term. 

The CHairMAN.—Who is to fix the terms ? 

Mr. AYLEswortH.—Let me repeat that the Bell Company, as I understand my 
instructions, offer not the slightest objection. 

The CHairMAN.—No matter what they offer—they may offer to-day and not to- 
morrow. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—They offer not the slightest objection. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Supposing we were desirous of adopting a general scheme for all 
companies of interchange of traffic on just and fair terms, parliament has from time 
to time amended the Railway Act to provide for a greater interchange of traffic be- 
tween railways, making it compulsory for one railway to receive the traffic of another 
on fair and just terms. Why should not the same principle be applied to the inter- 
change of telephone trafic. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—I answer, no reason, but again let me say what I have said a 
great many times, and what I hope I have not been misunderstood in saying, when I 
use the term ‘ interchange of traffic’ I attach to that the meaning of my taking that 
traffic and transmitting it myself to its destination. 
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Mr. Minuer.—You say you have no objection to transmitting messages from other 
companies. Then will you transmit those messages ? 

Mr. AyteswortH.—Equally promptly with the messages that come from our own 
subscribers. 

Mr. Lewis.—The same as the telegraph. 

Mr. AYLESwWoRTH.—Exactly. 

Mr. Lewis.—You could not offer the opportunity for one man to converse with 
another. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—No, he would converse with the central office and the central 
office would repeat his message. 

Mr. Mactean.—You would transmit messages but not conversations? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—That is our business. 

Mr. Macizan.—To some people you transmit conversations. You were created a 
transmitter of conversations. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—We are carrying out our corporate purpose. The messages are 
written out at the end of the line and transmitted by messenger. Many a message is 
transmitted in the same way and delivered by messenger. 

Mr. Maciean.—Many a conversation is transmitted. What about the proposition 
of exchanging conversations. 

Mr. AyvLEswortu.—I have already dealt with that. We do not propose, and I urge 
it would be inequitable to compel us to subject, our property, possibly even for a tem- 
porary period, to a business rival, to put our line absolutely under his control for the 
time being. 

Mr. MacLEAN.—You don’t think that you are compelled to give an interchange of 
conversation. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—I have no doubt that that phrase describes what I mean. 

Mr. Maciean.—And yet it is for the transmission of conversation—that is your 
position. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—That is my position. 

Mr. ZimMMERMAN.—As a matter of fact, Mr. Sise stated that he had given physical 
connection to about 40 independent lines already. 

Mr. AYLESwWorTH.— Yes. 

Mr. ZiMMERMAN.—And that he was prepared to give connection with any indepen- 
dent lines providing they were up to the standard. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—And not competing lines. 

Mr. ZiMMERMAN.—Yes. ‘Take the point that you are trying to make. Take from 
Oleveland, there are a series of independent lines from Cleveland to St. Louis, and 
from Oleveland to Chicago. They have physical connection all the way through. You 
can telephone right from Cleveland to St. Louis over perhaps twenty or thirty different 
independent lines. 

Mr. AYLESwortTH.—Only using one at a time, I suppose. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—You can’t use more than one at a time here. 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—I do not question it, of course I do not know anything about 
it. I have no doubt it is a fact. But is not the connection of these companies or 
individuals by agreement very different from such a condition as imposing legislation 
upon a company or an individual against his will ? I fully grant the supremacy of 
parliament. I am trying to urge why in my humble opinion it would not be a just or 
right thing. Would anybody propose that to accommodate the traffic of any rival rail- 
way company another company, should be ordered by parliament to duplicate its rail- 
way 2 Wouldn’t it be a monstrous suggestion ? And yet it is urged that if our line ‘s 
not sufficient for our own traffic and the other line we must duplicate it. 

Mr. Macitran.—You received a franchise to do a telephone business, and do you 
not think you should serve the public in any way convenient to the public. 
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Mr. AYLESwortH.—What do you mean by ‘franchise’ ? It is an indefinite word 
that I scarcely appreciate the meaning of. 

Mr. Maciean.—The first Act passed by parliament empowered you to do certaia 
things. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Gave us corporate power. 

Mr. Macirean.—And I take that to be a franchise to serve the public. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—Very well. 

Mr. Mactran.—I think it is a common ordinary expression. 

Mr. AYLEswortH.—I understand your meaning. Whe have charter powers. 

Mr. Macrean.—Enjoying a public franchise as a railway is supposed to to have 
a public franchise and with public rights, ought you not to try to serve the public 
who are willing to pay you your charge for that service ? 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—We are doing so to the utmost of our pnysical ability, and to 
the extent of our means. To impose an additional burden would exclude our own 
subscribers. 

Mr. Mactean.—You must exclude them, you must exclude somebody. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—I used the expression ‘burden’ in regard to the company be- 
ing ordered to accommodate the traffic of its neighbours and to decline its own. Did 
anybody ever hear of such a thing ? 

Mr. Mactean.—I would say it is a good public policy. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—Very well. My friend is consistent at all events. 

Mr. Lewis.—You have public pay stations ? 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—Yes. 

Mr. Lewis.—What would be the difference if an outside company, properly built 
and inspected, which would not injure your business, if they telephoned to your cent- 
ral and you connected them, and you were paid your proper proportion, the same as 
. if they went to the pay station? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Just as I was saying, that while an independent line was 
using our wires our own customers could not use them. 

Mr. Lewis.—What is the difference between the stranger and the company ? 

Mr. AyLeswortu.—Because the stranger is our customer. 

Mr. Mactean.—lIt pays the company. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Then if that customer will give us his messages and we trans- 
mit them, I will make no objection. ; 

Mr. Lewis.—He cannot give a message. He is telephoning through. He is pay- 
ing you. What is the difference ? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Just the difference that I have tried to explain, if I have 
made my meaning clear, that for the time being that man controls the line, and not 
ourselves. 

Mr. Lewis.—So does anybody who uses the pay station. 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—No, we control it. He is our customer, and he is merely using 
our line. 

The CHairnMAN.—Have there been any decisions wnere a telephone company is 
a common carrier ? 

Mr. AyvteswortH.—I think it is held that a telegraph company is not liable as 
a common carrier. . 

The CHamMAN.—Has the question been determined at all ? 

Mr. AyteswortH.—It has been decided in the United States that it is not. 1 
think the law of common carriers would not apply, because there are responsibilities as 
to conveying safely and so forth which could not very well be brougint to bear upon 
messages. 

The CHammMan.—The question has never come up in Canada. 

Mr. AyLteswortH.—Not that I am aware of. 

Mr. Lewis.—What difference does it make if a man on a properly inspected com- 
pany rings up your office and gets connection or comes in and uses a pay telephone ? 
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Mr. AyLeswortH.—I think Mr. Sise made that very plain. Suppose a man fifteen 
miles out of Ottawa who is on one of these branch lines calls up Ottawa and asks 
for one of our subscribers in Montreal, we connect him at the other end of tne tele- 
phone and there is no difficulty. 

Mr. Lewis.—I provide for that company, there being a properly inspected one. 

Mr. AyLyswortH.—That is supposing it is a standard line betwen here and the 
distant point, so that there are no difficulties of service. I see no objection then 
except that we are doing the business of a rival and competing company to the exclu- 
sion, for the time being, of our own. 

Mr. Berceron.—Supposing for example that during that time one of your sub- 
scribers in Ottawa, say, Mr. Maclean, wants to call up some other person, but he finds 
that the line is in use by the subscriber on the outside lines to Montreal. That is the 
point. 

Mr. Mactean.—I would say, put up another line. 

Mr. AYLeswortH.—Why should the Bell Company put up another line for the 
business of its rival? Why should not the other company put up its own line to ac- 
commodate its own business ? Bear in mind that we have no exclusive vighis. Any 
company can start. 

Mr. Maciean.—You spoke of the city as using its particular position in con- 
nection with the highway as a hold-up of Sad eee 

Mr. AYLESwortTH.—Precisely. 

Mr. Mactran.—Is it not so that you are really justifyiay something that gives 
you 2 hold-up business ? 

Mr. AYLESwortTH.—I cannot see it. I fail to see it. We have gone into this un- 
dertaking under the authority of parliament. We could not get the emoney ‘which 
has been invested without these rights on the streets, and parliament has said : ‘In 
the interests of the general public we will, deliberately; give them to you.’ Then the 
question simply is, that our having lived up to our part of the bargain, is it 
right that an additional burden should be imposed upon us or that our property should 
even temporarily be taken out of our hands. 

Mr. Minuer.—You are willing to transmit the message, repeat it, but not willing 
to give physical connection. I think you will admit this, that that will net ve so 
satisfactory either to the sender of the message or to the man who is listening. 

Mr. AyvLEswortH.—Certainly it will not be. 

Mr. Mitier.—You say that the principal reason why you will not ailow them 
to kave physical connection and talk over your line directly is because of the time 
that it takes up to the exclusion of your customers. lf you are willing to transmit 
those messages properly, to repeat them, will it not take just as great a time to trans- 
mit them as to let the other persons talk? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Certainly not, for this reason: our line is not being held while 
that message 1s being received. It is being taken down on paper to be transmitted, be- 
ing received by our operator at our office, coming over the strange line, and during 
that time our line is not being used. But if he has connection with our trunk line our 
line will be held during the time that the man fifteen miles away is trying to get 
the subseriber at the other end of our line, and perhaps during that’ time several of 
our own customers have tried to get our line. Then, if we were unable to. connect the 
mun on a strange line with the subscriber he wants, our line has been used and we 
cannot charge it against that strange company. 

Mr. Minter.—That does not apply any more than in the direct connection. 

Mr. AyteswortH.—I think so, because in our own business we get 2 lump sum. 

Mr. Mituer.—Still you get the same amount. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—Unless it is a pay station, where it is someone that is not a 
subscriber. We get a lump sum. We get the price of the ten-minute conversation, 
the very same to the thousand subscribers at the pay-station, but in this pay-station we 
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were serving someone who is not an annual subscriber, but we are getting a lump 
sum which will cover such an outlay. 

Mr. Mitirr.—If you reduce it to the matter of rates, it is a detail that could be 
arranged. 

Mr. AyiteswortH.—If some provision could be devised, I myself cannot think 
of any means whereby the branch line would be compelled to pay for the whole time 
occupied. We should not be called upon to bring in the branch line to furnish ac- 
commodation. 

Mr. Macrtean.—Isn’t it so that the interchange of traffic balances ‘itself and you are 
liable juct to make as much money by giving conversations to your customers over 
this /imited line from one end to the other. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—It does not matter to the individual shareholder. He gets his 
dividend and it does not make any difference who is using his property if he is being 
paid, except that he wishes to retain the good-will of his customers. It is undoubtedly 
in the interest of the shareholders to serve their own customers, but from the stand- 
point of the general public, the mass of the public, the larger portion who patronizes 
it, it is surely to their detriment that some one man or half dozen men should exclude 
twice or three times that number. 

Mr. Mactean.—On the contrary, the more service you give the better the service. 
That is my experience. 

Mr. AYLEswortH.—Take the illustration of some little community, Waterville, I 
think, where there were some 17 subscribers of the local company, and three subscribers 
to the Bell, and it was asked why the 17 should be refused leave to connect physically 
to the other three. Of course it is not the 17 against the three, but 17 as against, it 
may be, 500,000 all over Canada, who are subscribers to the Bell. Anyone of these 

J0,000 might want one of the three and could not get him because the 17 were being - 
served. The line is devoted to the far greater number. 

Mr. Mitter.—You are arguing upon the greatest good to the greatest number. If 

y encouraging the business of the independent line, by giving them ready connec- 


\ on with your lines and greater advantages, it seems to me that you will very largely 


“aerease the number of subscribers to the independent lines and the greatest number 
vill be subscribers to the independent lines, and then you will be serving the greatest 
number. 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—I am not a practical telephone man, not a practical business 
man, it may be. It would seem to me, however, that the interests of business would 
be a sufficient security for the practical business man who is at the head of the Bell 

Jompany, Mr. Sise. He will do the best he can for his patrons, because he does 
ae best he can for his shareholders, and he will manage that company in the best 
‘ay his business experience enables him to do in the interest of the general public. 

Mr. Mituer.—If he is going to manage his own business in the interests of his com- 
any 

Mr. AyLteswortH.—And therefore in the interest of the shareholders. 

Mr. Mititer.—And that will be undoubtedly to the interests of his customers, and 
aat will be to the best interests of his stockholders, then the great general public are 
customers of the Bell, and if there appears all over the country a demand from the pub- 
.c for a different system upon the part of the Bell that will provide greater dividends 
‘09 independent companies, is’nt Mr. Sise making a mistake as to what will be the in- 
‘erests of his shareholders ? | 

Mr, AyiteswortH.—If your premises are admitted to be correct, your conclusion 
vould be true. You are using the term general public, and there is where I will draw a 
istinction. The general public in Toronto would be the men who are paid subscribers 

f the Bell; perhaps there are half a dozen or half a hundred others who want to tele- 
hone once a year. Are they that large body, the general public? Surely not. 

The CHamMAN.—I understand that in the interests of the Bell Telephone Company 


1—c—50 


Mr. A. B. AYLESWORTH, K.C. 


786 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


you are objecting to any proposition that will bring any more business or money to the 
Bell Telephone Company ? 

Mr. Avueswortu.—I am objecting to any compulsory legislation. J am urging that 
the shareholders of the Bell Telephone Company, whose money has been put into it 
just as legitimately as any man’s money has been put into his farm, want and are en- 
titled to manage their property according to their own best interests. Those interests 
are identical with the best interests of the public. They are doing it to the satisfaction 
of the public and it seems to me that the testimony of the mayor of Toronto was the 
very best evidence of it when he engaged himself, as he tells us, four-years ago in a 
crusade against this company, and now comes and tells us that he could not point to a 
single grievance that he could remember having been mentioned to him except those 
trifling grievances which have been referred to. 

The CHatrMan.—Your company have collected such rates as are sanctioned by the 
government and have refused the traffic, you have by doing that compelled the con- 
struction of independent lines or systems requiring the duplication of the outlay of 
capital, you cannot complain if the provisions of this Act are enforced?—A. I am mak- 
ing no complaints of the provisions of this Act being enforced. I am asking you to 
take no right from me which was given to me by Act of Parliament. 

The CuairMAN.—But you take an unwise stand in regard to your rates. 

Mr. Bercrron.—But there is nothing to prevent any competing line from building 
long-distance lines. | 

The Cuamman.—And there is nothing to compel the state or the country to have 
the Bell. 

Mr. Maciran.—There is nothing to prevent the state coming in and building a com- 
peting line. 

Mr. Brercrron.—That power is in the state all the time. 

Mr. Mactran.—Yes, but we have not used it. We may use It. 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—I may have my property taken from me by the state, but I rely 
upon the infallible justice of the Crown that it will not take away my property without 
compensation. I object to no competition, for we have had no monopoly, we have never 
had one. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—The idea of telephoning is to have a conversation over the tele- 
phone, and your principle, if it were carried out, would be to prevent conversation and 
reduce it to a simple message. 

Mr. AyvLteswortH.—My principle of interchange of traffic, my interpretation of 
the interchange of traffic would mean 
Mr. ZimMerRMAN.—If I telephone to my house I want to have a conversation with 
someone there. 

Mr. AyLeswortuH.—Might I suggest whether if the home in Hamilton has no tele- 
phone, it should have direct conversation ? 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—Surely direct conversation is natural with people who pay for 
that privilege from this company ? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—It seems to me the fact that part of our legitimate business is 
sending messages to the end of our line, taking it there on paper, and sending it to the 
person for: whom it is intended, is an answer to that. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—That forms a very small item of your revenue. 

Mr. AyLEswortH.—I admit that, but when it is shown to be a part of our business, 
it seems to me it should be left to us to do it in that way; but let me say that I did 
not dream of discussing that this afternoon and would not have done go if the question 
had not come up, and if the committee will allow me to drop it, until Mr. McFarlane 
who is to be before the committee on Friday, and who is a practical man, can be heard, 
probably he will be able to work it out, and possibly I may ask the committee to allow 
us to examine another witness on the difficulties in the way of giving direct physical 
connection, which a practical telephone man could give as it is a technical subject, in 

-a better way than I can. Therefore I will not occupy any more of your time, it is a 
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question of considerable difficulty, I venture to think, for the Telephone Committee 
to work out. I ask but another word or two to point out that the objection which has 
been urged here to the company tearing up the streets, and as it is said, destroying the 
pavement recently laid, are manifestly not open upon the terms of this statute which 
requires these streets to be restored at the expense of the company. Practically tho 
way that it has been done in the municipality of Toronto, and I presume elsewhere, 
is that the work is done by either the city, or the people who have laid the pavement 
in the first place. The company’s men do not do the work at all, but the streets are 
opened and restored by the city’s workmen, under the control and the management of 
the city engineer, exactly in the same manner as if they were being opened for city 
purposes and the company simply pays the bill. When we hear such doleful state- 
ments as ‘ chaotic confusion, and ‘tearing up’ the streets, and so forth, bear in mind 
who it is that is doing it, it is the city itself who is tearing up the street and the city 
itself who is restoring it—at our expense and for our accommodation it is true, but 
in regard to any statement about the company putting the pavement back in the same 
condition in which it was before it was taken up, that fact should be borne in mind. 
It may be perfectly true that an asphalt pavement once laid is better not to be taken up. 

The CHairMAN.—Is it worth while dealing with the different forms of pavements? 

Mr. AYLEeswortH.—Probably not, there are not many asphalt pavements, and 
they have not been very often torn up. 

Mr. Berceron.—If there was a municipal telephone system the pavements would” 
have to be torn up in the same way anyway. 

Mr. AYLESworTH.—I am not their adviser, it is not part of my duty, but I would 
like to point out a situation which is manifest if one only considers the matter—that 
is the position in which any municipality would be if that municipality says that no 
street shall be touched unless it first gives sanction and points out the place for open- 
ing up the street. If a pole is planted in the street, and as a result if its position be- 
ecmes an impediment to traffic, although it was thought when it was placed in that 
pesition it would not be an impediment, and a farmer we will suppose becomes injured 
because of that impediment that municipality, having taken the responsibility of locat- 
ing that pole, would be liable for damages that might arise to the man by reason of 
the pole being in that place. That has been litigated and found to be the case in the 
city of Chatham not long ago. It may be that there is no right to indemnity against 
the Bell Telephone Company because the municipality has taken charge of the com- 
pany’s business for the time being and directed the place of the pole. Of course the 
city is liable as the Telephone Company owns the pole, and the city is liable, but the 
man might select which of the two he would attack or he might attack both. That is 
very fair but in the case of the great general public, which the committee, or the House 
of Commons or the parliament of Canaaia has, in the nature of things, to take into 
consideration, ought not gentlemen who are thinking of the interests of the general 
public and are desiring to advance the best interests of the people to vear in mind that 
those things for which some individuals are crying may turn out to be damnosa here- 
ditas ? ; 

Mr. Harttey Dewart.—There is very little I desire to say in reply to what Mr. 
Aylesworth has said because his remarks have been so fully discussed by the committee 
that perhaps they do not require very much reply fromme. But that he urge the ol] 
doctrine of vested rights and refers to the statute of 1880 as if it were something tov 
sacred for anybody to lay hands upon. But IJ must remind him, that in 1882 that 
very statute to which he refers was amended by adding the words referring to the loca- 
tion of the line of lines, although it was at that time supposed to cover every point 
which has been a bone of contention between the municipalities and the company which 
he represents. I will only say that when I was addressing myself to this committee 
before I endeavoured to confine myself to the larger issues as between the municipali- 
ties generally and the companies at large. But I think there is an argument that may 
be based upon the application to the Ontario legislature in 1882 as having a wider 
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application than merely of an application so far 3 the view that is taken in Ontario 
was concerned of the law of provincial rights, because so far as that application was 
made to the Ontario legislature in 1882 that by the Act of the legislature there was 
this definite restriction laid down that so far as the user of the highways by the muni- 
cipality was concerned they were by the very submission of that application to the 
province of Ontario showing that they deemed, as far as the province was concerned, 
tkat these were matters as regards the Bell Telephone legislation for which they had to 
eg» to the legislature in each province to get the powers. I shall not refer to the Owen 
Sound case in which the learned judge referred to the insincere remarks which my 
learned friend made on behalf of his client, further than to say, that I can only hope 
this committee will deal more kindly with my learned friend than the learned judge 
did on that occasion. But when he referred to the user of the street and refers to the 
using the streets, surely he is using the term ‘use of the highway’ in a very different 
sense from the use of the highway by those who use it for the purposes of public utility. 
That is obvious at once. I think that it is a fair way to look at the question, as if 
the Dominion legislation were not upon the statute books. If these were not inscribed 
in the statutes, upon the statute books, where would the Bell Telephone Company 
stand to-day so far as its rights upon the highway are concerned. Clearly its rights 
upon the highway would be absolutely regulated by the municipal authorities, and 
wether nearly all the streets, the ownership is vested in the municipality or not, 
surely the jurisdiction under section 600 is vested in the municipality. According to 
section 601 where the streets are dedicated by private individuals, they are highways 
vested in the municipality. 

Mr. Berceron.—I beg pardon, it has been said here, and I think is very well un- 
derstood that in the charter of 1880, I remember it very well—it was said then that ‘f 
these privileges had not been granted there would be no incorporation; that unless they 
were granted those very special privileges, of which you speak now of putting in poles 
in every municipality. 

Mr. Dewarr.—Then my answer to that is this : That the same company that says 
that was their opinion in 1880, went, in 1882, to the provincial legislature of Ontario 
to obtain an Act and upon the prayer of the Bell Telephone Company of Canada,— 
the company prayed that necessary powers be conferred upon it by the legislature of 
this province to exercise in Ontario certain powers, and the legislature provided that 
the company should not carry any poles or wires along any street without the consent 
of the municipal council, having control over such cities, towns or incorporated vil- 
lages. It does not lie in the mouths of these gentlemen to say to-day that they did not 
have connection with the work for which they obtained incorporation when two years 
after they went to the legislature to ask for those very powers and believing that they 
were under the jurisdiction of the province of Ontario. 

Mr. AYLESWorTH.—We went to the province of Ontario and to each of the other 
provinces in the Dominion by reason of the decision which was pronounced in connec- 
tion with the Queen vs. Mohr, in the province of Quebec and which has since been 
declared to be bad law, wrongly decided. In consequence of that decision we made 
application to each province for an enabling statute confirming the rights and the 
powers which had been given to us by the Dominion parliament, each provincial legis- 
lature granted us those privileges upon such terms as it chose to impose. We had no 
more choice in the matter than any man who makes an application, we applied to the 
provinces to give us confirming or enabling powers and they give us them. 

The CHAIRMAN.—That did not deprive you of the powers that you had under the 
Dominion 2 

Mr. AyLeswortH.—Certainly not, but the Privy Council declared that this legis- 
lation was absolutely nugatory. 

Mr. Dewart.—Mr. Aylesworth has referred to the difficulties which he puts as 
almost insuperable, difficulties in the separation of the local business from the long- 
distance generally. I will refer the committee to the English telephone reports from 
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1891 to 1898, vol. 1. The first item in these reports is a treasury minute dated May 23, 
1892, upon the proposals dealing with the telephone system of the United Wingdom 
submitted by the Lords of the Treasury to parliament, in which is proposed that the 
ecmpany should abandon their rights over the trunk line wires and that the post offica 
should purchase from them and work those lines. In other words, it is just the same 
as had been suggested to-day, in the memorandum made by the Lords of the Treasury 
in 1892. The representations now made that the rights of the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany in the long-distance lines should be acquired by the government, are such as was 
then made. 

Mr. Brerceron.—We are told that it is a bad system there. 

Mr. Mactean.—I know all about that—go on and try it here. 

Mr. Dewarr.—I refer also to the further document which will be found in the 
same volume dated March 25, 1896, an agreement between the Postmaster General and 
the National Telephone Company, Limited, in which are set out in detail the terms of 
agreement between the Postmaster General and the National Telephone Company, and 
it is a matter of interest to notice that that company, which had certain rights there 
from the year 1881, which under the franchise granted to it in 1891 had the absolute 
right and franchise for thirty-one years under that agreement, as a result of the parlia- 
mentary investigation that has been held, as a result of the evidence accumulated, and 
as a result of the reports of the Lords of the Treasury, when the government as a 
result of the report made to parliament, that franchise which had more than one half 
its term to run, was abrogated, and that company was taken over upon arbitration. 
and upon a ‘fair basis by the government. And the way in which the difficulties of 
which my learned friend has spoken were adjusted, ought to be sufficient answer to 
those objections. It is under that agreement and by virtue of that agreement that the 
_ government operates that system to-day. 

The CHamman.—And the company assented. 

Mr. BERGERON.—You propose the same operation here. 

Mr. Dewarr.—Well, we trust that even the Bell Telephone Company will show the 
lot of us that its interests are the interests of the public at large. 

Mr. Berceron.—That is the question Mr. Chairman, the company assented to it 
in England. ; 

The CHairMANn.—They assented to it ? 

Mr. Dewart.—And so the company got what its business was valued at, on a fair 
valuation. 

The CHatrMAN.—I do not think there was any coercion there. I think it was a 
fair arrangement reached by consent. 

Mr. Brrcrron.—There is no consent here if I understand well. 

Mr, AYLESwortH.—There is no proposition here. 

The CHairMAN.—I have read the evidence; I have read everything in connection 
with it, and I do not remember that the National Company was compelled to yield to 
pressure. 

Mr. Dewart.—I do not desire to put it that way, but as a result of that parlia- 
mentary investigation which was held, this company saw that the proposal made by the 
government was a fair and feasible one, and though it was considered as a proposition 
that could not be carried out it was arranged, and they received a fair value for their 
property, plus 10% was paid to them and the plant was turned over to the government. 
If my learned friend desires to refer, however, to the 2nd volume on telephone rates 
for 1901-02 he will find that in the proceedings of the Telephone Committee various 
adjustments are discussed, and it is shown that as far as the mechanical difficulties 
that have keen referred to was concerned, all these were met and dealt with. Not only 
the financial terms were arranged, but the mechanical difficulties were each met and 
dealt with. 

Mr. BrercEron.—It may be due to that change from a telephone company to the 
government in England that the service is badly carried out; it may be due to that. 
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Tf I undersiand it well, it was said as to the amalgamatioa of eor.panies, it vould re- 
sult in a poster service, that you might be calling for a telephone connection in some 
other place and could not get it, and that you could not find out whose fault it was in 
that way. 

Mr. Dewart.—My learned friend Mr. Aylesworth in his address referred to that 
matter, but his evidence upon that point only went to show that it was in reference to 
the local service that he found a difficulty, because it was not in reference to the long 
distance that he spoke. 

Mr. Jounston.-—Have you any doubt as to the relative merits of these two systems 
in this country and in Great Britain? 

Mr. Dewart.—I have no knowledge in Great Britain, but my answer to that is 

Mr. Jounston.—Is it not a matter of note that the system there is bad? 

Mr. Dewart.—My answer is that the mere transfer of an efficient trunk system 
to the government would not affect a local system operated by the municipalities. 

Mr. Jounston.—We are not asking that; you are endeavouring to point out that 
the system in Great Britain is equal to ours? 

Mr. Dewart.—I might say that that is not asked for by the city of Toronto, the 
- suggestion came from another source and the mayor in answer to a question said that 
on fair terms he would not object to expropriation. But surely it is absolutely neces- 
sary that there should be oral communication and physical connection. 

Mr. Berceron.—Do you know if the city of Toronto has ever offered to make any 
arrangement with the Bell Telephone Company with a view of Phe them out, or in 
any shape or form ? 

Mr. Dewart.—I am advised that the proposition has never reached that point. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Can you tell me if since the Railway Act has been in force any- 
one in Toronto or the city have taken any proceedings before the Railway Commission, 
as they are entitled to by the Railway Act, for any lack of operation on the part of the 
Bell Telephone Company in the city of Toronto? 

Mr. Dewart.—l know of no such application before the Railway Commission. 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—The mayor said there is no such power given to the Railway 
Commission. 

Mr. Dewart.—I am not aware that there is any such power. I think section 194 
only refers to a line or lines of telephone or telegraph operated by a railway company. 
There is no reference to a telephone line operated by a telephone company. 


Committee adjourned until Thursday morning at 10 o’clock. 


TuHurspay, May 25, 1905 
The committee met at 10 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


Mr. Kenneru J. DUNSTAN, sworn. 
By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. Mr. Dunstan, you are the local manager for the city of Toronto for the Bell 
Telephone Company ?—A. I am. 

Q. And have you been long?—A. Since Spee iy 1891. 

Q. Had you previously been engaged with the company?—A. Since its inception. 

Q. You only became manager in September, 1891%?—A. Prior to that date I was 
manager in Hamilton. 

Q. Then at that time you had just made an agreement with the city of Toronto 
for five years, the company had?—A. It was made immediately previous to my going 
to Toronto. 

Mr. K. J. DUNSTAN. 
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Q. After you took charge as agent in Toronto ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Under that agreement there were certain privileges given to your company and 
in consideration the company paid to the city a cash payment for the five years of the 
existence of the agreement? Can you tell me about what that amounted to?—A. The 
cash payment was 5 per cent on the exchange rentals. It varied as the exchange rentals 
varied. 

Q. But about what figure did it reach annually?’—A. About $8,000 a year; that is 
my recollection of it. 

Q. Then there were certain other advantages to the customer and disadvantages 
to the company in the way of rates. Explain what they were under this agreement ?— 
A. Part of the price paid by the company was the agreement to reduce the business 
rate which has been $50 to $45. 

Q. Yes?—A. To reduce the residence rate which had been $35 a year on a one- 
year contract and $30 on a three-year contract to $25 a year on the one-year contract. 
Also, prior to the agreement, extra mileage had been charged where lines were more 
than a certain distance in length, that extra mileage was thrown off. 

Q. Where lines were more than a certain distance in length? Measured from 
what terminus?—A. From the central exchange with which the subscriksr connected. 

Q. Then while the agreement obtained there was no mileage charged?—A. No 
mileage charged within the city limits. 

Q. Within the city limits certainly. Now, what manner of telephone was used at 
that time, telephone instrument?—A. It was known as the Blake transmitter. 

Q. Is that the ordinary or old-fashioned instrument in which you spoke into a 
saucer-shaped opening on the side of the tran$mitter?—A. Yes. 

Q. When did the attachment that we sometimes call the long-distance attach- 
ment, the horn shaped instrument, I think, which you now generally use for speaking 
into first come into notice?—A. I could not assign any definite date, but it was during 
the currency of that agreement. 

Q. Had it ever been heard of or used in Toronto prior to that agreement ?—A. 
Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Then what is your experience as a telephone man, whether or no that is an 
advantage, that instrument I have been describing, the long-distance attachment ?—A. 
It is decidedly superior to the old type of instrument. 

Q. How as to local work within the same city or town, is it any advantage there ?— 
A. Decidedly so. 

Q. You find it decidedly an advantage ?—A. Decidedly. 

Q. How does an instrument so fitted compare in expense with the old fashioned 
Blake transmitter ’—A. The expense of manufacture ? 

Q. Yes, the cost to the company ?—A. I cannot say, I have no knowledge as to 
the cost of manufacturing the instrument. 

Q. I see, you do not know whether it cost the company any more or not ?—A. 
I cannot say. I have no doubt it does, but I have no personal knowledge. 

Q. Do you know anything about the expense of a patent ?—A. Nothing whatever. 

Q. You know nothing whatever? When these began to be installed during the 
life of this Toronto agreement what was the course of the company in making the 
charges for them ?—A. The charge in a business house was $70, the charge in resi- 
dence was $50. 

Q. Did you by the time this agreement expired in 1896 come to have any in- 
struments installed in Toronto?—A. Yes, we had a number of instruments, princi- 
pally in business houses and some in residences. 

Q. What number ? Could you say ?—A. I could not say from memory. 

Q. You could not give us any idea ?—A. No. 

Q. Very well, if you do not know. You had some ?—A. Some hundreds, I would 
say, but I would not like to be too positive. 

Q. Those were larger rates than your agreement with the city permitted. How 
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did they come to be allowed?’—A. The city agreement covered the style of équip- 
ment which was in use when the agreement was made. 

Q. But not applied to those improved ?—A. It did not apply to those improved, 
of the more expensive character. 

Q. Then it would be of course in each instance a matter of voluntary arrange- 
ment with the subscribers to take the more expensive instruments and to pay an in- 
creased price in consideration of its superior efficiency ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And some hundred had come to do that by 1896 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Paying these larger rates ? Well, in 1896 what happened when this agreement 
with the city expired ?—A. The company considered that as the agreement expired 
both parties reverted to their original positions. 

Q. Yes %—A. The city ceased to give any consideration to the company and 
the company ceased to pay any percentage upon its exchange revenue. 

Q. Yes ?—A. But as a matter of fact did not revert to the old $50 and $30 rates, 
or rather the higher rates, because in many cases they were much in excess of $50 and 
$30. 

Q. When the agreement expired, it had but five years to run, and when the five 
years lapsed you did not make any renewal of it ?—A. No, no renewal was made. 

Q. How had it turned out in its operation with regard to the company? Had 
it been burdensome or an advantageous agreement as far as the company’s interest 
was concerned ?—A. It was very burdensome and onerous. 

Q. Upon the company ?—A. Upon the company. 

Q. Had it been fulfilled to the spirit and the letter by the company ?—A. It had, 
and the city officials did not hesitate to express themselves publicly to that effect. 

Q. Well, prior to the expiration of that agreement were any steps taken by the 
city in regard to any other telephone accommodation ?—A. About six months before 
its expiry a sub-committee was appointed and their first action was to 

@. A sub-committee of the city council ?—A. Of the city council. Their first 
action was to decide to advertise throughout Canada and the United States for tha 
purpose of obtaining tenders which some members of the committee openly stated 
would be used as a club to beat the Bell Company into a renewal on more advanta- 
geous terms to the city. 

Q. Do you know if such advertisements were in fact issued?—A. They were. 

@. And we have heard from the Mayor that they produced no result?—A. No 
result. 

Q. Then when the contract actually expired with the city were there any negotia- 
tions at all between the city and the company with regard to renewal or did it drop 
without effort to renew it?—A. There were no negotiations further than the intimation 
given to the city authorities that whenever they wished to negotiate a new agreement 
the company would be willing to meet them. 

Q. I see, ana’ that willingness has never from that day to this been expressed, I 
think ?’—A. By the city, no. 

Q. By the city?—A. I may say that I have personally, on behalf of the company, 
informed every successive mayor that whenever they chose to change their point of 
view and desired to make arrangements with the company the company would be glad 
to negotiate with them. 

Q. I see. Then there being no agreement, when this one expired in 1896 you say, 
what did you do with regard to the subscribers or customers in '!‘oronto?—A. No change 
was made with regard to the customers. We ceased to pay the percentage to the city. 

Q. Of course. The old rates remained as to customers?—A. The old rates re- 
mained. . 

Q. Notwithstanding you were not under contractual obligations to maintain them ? 
—A. And received no consideration from the city. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—What year was that? 

Mr. AYLESworRTH.—September, 1896. Then something was said outside of your 
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offer or the company’s offer to, I scarcely remember the word, to induce your customer: 
to use the new or long-distance equipment. What policy did the company pursue in 
that regard?—A. After some time, I cannot give the exact period, the $70 rate for long- 
distance equipment was reduced to $50, that is the business rate. 

Q. Yes?—A. The residence rate of $50 a year was reduced to $30. 

Q. Yes?—A. Then an active canvass was prosecuted for the purpose of making 
the more efficient instruments as general as possible. 

Q. An active canvass by the company’s men?—A. By the company. The alter- 
native was presented to every subscriber. 

Q. What alternative?—A. The alternative of retaining the old equipment at the 
cld rate or taking the greatly improved equipment at the slightly increased sub- 
gc Tiption. 

Q. A subscription of $5 more than was paid by the old subscriber ?—A. Yes. 

Q. But at a greatly reduced subscription as compared with what you had beer 
up to that time charging for the better equipment ?—A. Exactly. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—Had you many subscribers at the larger rate, Mr. Dunstan? 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. At that time what would be the number of subscribers at the larger rate’—A. 
I cannot say, Mr. Zimmerman, I did not refer to the records. I cannot speak more 
definitely than to say my recollection is there were some hundreds at the high rate, the 
comparatively speaking high rate. 

Q. ‘Chen what has been the result of the canvass, or of any influence you have trie2 
to exert since then on subscribers to use the better equipment?—A. The result is that 
the large majority have changed voluntarily to the better equipment. 

Q. You have about how many instruments in Toronto?—A. About 13,600. 

Q. And about what number are there with the old fashioned Blake in use?—A. 
About 2,300. 

_Q. The remainder have made the change or are new subscribers ?—A. Have made 
the change, or are new subscribers, and as far as my knowledge goes are well satisfied 
with the value which they have received. . 

Q. Have you had any complaints?—A. Practically none. 

Q. Then explain why it would be an object to the company to secure the use of the 
improved transmitter ?—A. It is in the interest of the company that the service should 
be as efficient as possible, that the equipment should be absolutely modern and up to 
the highest standard of efficiency; also the better the local instrument the more freely 
will the long-distance lines in all probability be used. 

Q. I see. That is the interest of the company in the matter you say 2—A. Yes, 

Q. Then when did you first hear of any difficulty about the streets or which streets 
you should use ?—A. I have no recollection of ever having any difficulty with the city 
engineer’s department in regard to the use of a particular street. 

Q. What was the course you pursued from the time you came there as manager 
in 1891 if a subscriber wanted to have a telepnone in his house upon some street on 
which you had no poles or lines 2—A. If the number of special poles was reasonable 
we would notify the city in accordance with the form required by our charter. The - 
city engineer would locate the poles, we would erect them, and give the citizens the 
service. 

Q. Yes. Putting them upon such a street as was most convenient I suppose to get 
to the exchange ?—A. I may say that in every case if there is an alternative route 
we take the least objectionable one, and there has never been any friction with the 
city engineer’s department, because we have from first to last shown a disposition to 
voluntarily take the least objectionable way of reaching the objective point. 

Q. Mr. Rust, said on Tuesday that he had a vague recollection or impression that 
in one instance you refused to do that, to accept the alternative route taat they sug- 
gested to you. Oan you speak on the subject ?—A. I have no recollection of any in- 
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stance of that character, and while Mr. Rust did not state the exact street I am under 
the impression that he had reference to a case where he had trouble, wnere he hed 
asked us to place the poles in’a lane, and the citizens, the residents of the street ob- 
‘jected and he was put to a good deal of trouble. I think that was the case that was 
floating through his mind. We had in harmony with his wishes and the wishes of 
the board of works placed the poles in an adjoining lane, whereas in our original 
notification to the city we referred to the main street. I have no absolute knowledge 
but from the locality he named I think that was what was floating through his mind. 

Q@. That was what he referred to and with that possible exception you say there 
has not been any instance in which there has been the slightest conflict between the 
city and yourself ?—A. Absolutely none. 

Q. In the whole fourteen years that you have been there ? And was there 
any change in those relations then prior to the time that they issued their writ and 
began their action which they carried to the Privy Council to get, as they say, con- 
trol of their streets?—A. Yes, I think the change of attitude of the city council dates 
from their failure to get any tangible offers in response to their advertisements in 
1896, having failed because they found no company would tender at rates as low as 
were charged by the existing company. Tney then entered upon a long course of op- 
position in the court, the legislature and parliament. 

Q. That is a matter of public knowledge ?—A. Yes. 

Q. But what I was asking was whether there had been any change in their course 
with regard to your occupying a street ? For instance was there at any time before 
that line was begun such a case as this: That you wanted to plant poles on a certain 
street and they said, ‘No, you shall not ?’—A. No, the trouble dated from the insti- 
tution of that suit. 

Q. Then we know the history of that litigation which was going on. What was 
the condition of things on the ground with regard to extensions that anybody might 
desire in Toronto ?—A. During the period that Judge Street’s interpretation of the 
law governed we asked permission in many cases to erect poles on the streets and were 
with few exceptions refused. There were isolated cases where the would-be subscriber 
had influence with the aldermen and he succeeded after much badgering in obtaining 
consent subject to an agreement signed by this company that the maintenance of the 
poles should depend upon the law as finally determined. In all cases the company 
was willing to sign an agreement to that effect, but in the large majority of cases the 
applications were refused and it became a waste of time to make a further one. 

Q. Well, what was the effect then upon your work of extension within the city ? 
—A. We had to refuse a great many orders and had an accumulation of deferred 
orders of I would say 200. 

Q. By what time ?—A. By the time the Privy Council gave its decision. 

Q. Isee, at the end of the ligitation?—A. At the end of the litigation, but a larger 
number of people had applied of whose application we had kept no record. 

Q. There were about 200 unfilled orders?—A. I would say so, roughly speaking. 

Q. In round figures? And what did you do then when the law was finally declared 
to be that of the Dominion parliament?—A. We then undertook the work of filling 
these orders as rapidly as we could perform it. 

@. And have been doing since last November?—A. Since last November. I 
may say there were some cases of extreme hardship. People who had serious illness 
in their houses were unable to get a service and in many cases great loss was inflicted. 

Q. Then with regard to the putting of wires under ground instead of overhead, 
what has been the policy pursued by your company since your taking charge; since 
your knowledge extends?—A. The policy has been to underground as rapidly as pos- 
sible. 

Q. Which matter of construction is preferred for cities?7—A. The underground 
is applicable to certain portions of a city, not to others. It is applicable where there 
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is a congestion, a large accumulation of wires, there the underground is preferable, 
but much more expensive. ; 

Q. It is more expensive but preferable wherever there is a densely peopled or busi- 
ness part of the city?—A. A large number of telephones within a limited area. 

Q. Yes. Then to what extent have you succeeded in getting your wires underground 
in Toronto? What amount of undergrounding wiring have you in the city limits com- 
pared with the overhead?—A. There are two miles of wire underground to every one 
mile overhead. 

Q. A plan was presented here on Tuesday by Mr. Rust that you handed him for the 
purpose. Can you tell me if that accurately represents the streets in Toronto upon 
which you have no poles?—A. It was not intended to represent all the streets in To- 
ronto on which there are no poles, but solely to indicate that upon what may be called 
the main streets in the business section the telephone company has no poles. 

Q. Well, let me put my question in this way: On the streets shown on the plan 
have you any poles?—A. No. 
~The Cuarrman.—What does he mean, two-thirds underground miles or two-thirds 
actual wiring ? 

Mr. AYLESwortH.—I have no doubt you mean, Mr. Dunstan 


By the Chawman: 


Q. Which does it mean?—A. It means that for every mile of wire overhead there 
are two miles underground. 
Q. Yes, I see, about two-thirds of your wires are underground ?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. It does mean that two-thirds of the whole street length of the city has its wires 
buried 2—A. It means that if the total wire mileage overhead was 1,000 miles, the total 
wire mileage underground would be 2,000 miles. 

Q. I suppose that 2,000 miles underground can be a short length of street distance 
than 1,000 overhead ?—A. Exactly. 

The CuaiMman.—ls their policy ultimately to put them all underground ? 


By Mr. Aylesworth: 


Q. Wherever the business is congested, not in the outlying residential districts 
on account of the increased expense, but wherever there are other wires, wherever, as 
he puts it, there are a large number of telephones within a limited area, it is the prac- 
tice of getting these wires underground. The method is that you notify the city of 
your desire or intention, and who digs the trench in the street?—A. Our men dig the 
trench, but the city appoints an inspector who is on the work from first to lext and is 
paid by the company. 

Q. And who restores the earth after the underground wire has been laid?—A. We 
restore the earth; they resurface. 

Q. The resurfacing of the pavement is done by the city workmen?—A. Is done by 
the city workmen. 

Q. At whose expense?—A. At the company’s expense. 

Q. Then has there been any shifting of poles after being once planted?—A. Yes, 
that is done every season at the request of the city engineer to meet the new kerb line 
in cases where new roadways and new sidewalks are being laid down. 

Q. Are you under any contract to do that that you know of 2—A.We are not. 

Q. Why do you do it then? Does it cost you anything to do it?—A. The 
policy of the company has been not to stand in the way of any public improvement 
but to willingly and without expense to the city move poles to meet new requirements. 

Q. You do it as a matter of policy /—A. As a matter of policy. 

Q. Not being under any obligation /—A. And that work is given precedence 
over our own work. 
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Q. And what does it cost on the average, that work of shifting poles 2—A. Dur- 
ing the past three years it has cost at least $2,000 a year. 

Q. Have you ever objected to doing it when you were told that there was a 
change of alignment or kerb which would make it desirable ?—A. There is only one 
instance. That was a case where the poles were originally moved at an expense, if I 
remember rightly, of about $800, to suit a new sidewalk. They were placed where the 
city engineer ordered them to be put. Then certain residents of the street wished 
them to be placed in another situation, but the engineer reported against it. Pressure 
was brought to bear upon him and upon the council and the final result was that they 
were moved a second time, the city paying a portion of the cost of the second moving. 
With that one exception the poles within the last fourteen years have been moved in 
every instance willingly, promptly and at the expense of the company. 

Q. That instance was the one on Bernard avenue, I suppose ?—A. Bernard avenue. 

Q. Which has been referred to here? Then during the currency of the late 
agreement, you were, I think, pursuing the policy of getting rid of your poles in 
the business portions of the city by putting the wires underground? You are under 
contract by that agreement as to certain streets to do so 2~A. Yes. 

Q. And as to other portions of the city to do it as fast as business would permit ?— 
A. As a matter of fact they were removed from many streets not included in the list 
named in the contract to which you refer. 

Q. And take the position of things two or three years ago to the present time, to 
what extent had you completed the work of getting rid of your poles within the areas 
that have been defined in the agreement of ten years before 2—A. The provisions of 
that agreement were carried out absolutely within the terms of that agreement. 

Q. Yes, I know, you have told me that impliedly. You say that you complied 
with the requirements of that agreement during its life, but I am calling your attention 
to the feature of that agreement that within a certain larger area, at the immediate 
centre of business in the city, you were to get rid of overhead wires as fast as the 
circumstances of your business would enable you to do. Did you continue that policy 
of getting rid of these overhead wires after the expiration of your agreement?—A. 
We did. 

Q. And after the agreement had been out of the way for, as I have said, five or 
six years, to what extent have you succeeded in accomplishing the whole work of 
getting your wires underground within that wider area which had been described in 
the original agreement of 1891 ?—A. To a very large extent, and that work is still in 
progress. 

Q. Within that larger area to a very large extent, and you are still doing it, not- 
withstanding the expiration of that agreement ?—A. Yes. 

Mr. Curysier.—I just want to ask a question or two. 


By Mr. Aylesworth : 


Q. One word, Mr. Chrysler (to witness). Will you look at that map on the wall, 
can you show from the tracing, Mr. Dunstan, the extent to which you are under- 
ground ?’—A. No, Mr. Aylesworth, I could not show from that map the extent to 
which we are underground. It only shows that on certain principal streets there are 
no telephone poles. 

Q. The one on the wall, the other one, I am referring to. Mr. Sise thought you 
could do it upon that tracing ?—A. It could not be done from that map. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 

Q. Have you anything to do yourself with the fixing of the rates, Mr. Dunstan ?— 
A. Nothing, that is done by the head office. 

Q. That is done by the head office. You were, under the agreement which has been 
filed here, from 1891 to 1896, charging in Toronto $45 for business telephones and 
$25 for residence telephones, I think?—A. That is right. 
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Q. That is right. And afterwards I understood you to say to Mr. Aylesworth 
that for a time the company was charging $70 for business and $50 for residence?—A. 
Yes. : 

@. Under what circumstances did you make that charge to old subseribers who ha? 
telephones installed between 1891 and 1896%—A. By voluntary arrangement with 
them. 

Q. Where the new long-distance transmitter was put in?—A. At their request. 

.Q. At their request, the subscribers in 1896, and where no change was made iu 
the telephone the old rates continued?—A. The old rates continued. 

@. And have continued down to the present aay ’—A. Down to the present day. 

Q. So that a man who was a subscriber since 1896 and had a Blake transmitter 
and has not made any change in his instrument has not had the rates changed?—A. He 
has not. Let me illustrate; a subscriber might, prior to September, 1891, have pail 
$80 a year for a Blake transmitter on a single line. Then in September, 1891, that 
rate of $80, which included extra mileage, was reduced to $45, effective from Septem- 
ber, 1891, and a refund was made if he had prepaid at the higher rate. From 1891 to 
September, 1896, he paid $45 by virtue of the contract, after that down to the present 
day he has continued at $45 although the service to-day is over a metallic line—that is 
two wires from his office to the exchange, instead of one line prior to 1891, and his 


use of the instrument has probably doubled. 


Q. And the business telephone charge has continued to be $45 so long as no change 
was made in the instrument ?—A. Yes. 

Q. When was the change made of using metallic circuits? Was that consequent 
upon the contract of 1891?’—A. Yes, sir. 

@. Was it in use in Toronto before 1891?—A. If it was it would be to a yery 
small extent. What was called the common return system was used in Toronto and if 
there were metallic lines they would be very few, I cannot speak definitely. 

Q. Was it according to the terms of the contract of 1891 that all the circuits should 
be made metallic?—A. Yes. 

Q. And was that done between 1891 and 1896?—A. It was. 

Q. By 1896 you would cease to have any other in use?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then you are not able to tell us what is the difference in the cost of supplying 
a long-distance transmitter as compared with the cost of a Blake transmitter ?—A. No. 

Q. slave you no idea?—A. I have no knowledge as_ to the cost of manufacture. 
The cost of manufacture, however, is a small matter as compared with the cost of 
giving service, and that is bound up with 

Q. One thing at a time. I am speaking of the cost of manufacture and you say 
it would be a small matter. Probably Mr. McFarlane could tell us what it would 
be?2—A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any other difference in the cost of installation than the cost of manu- 


- facture ?—A. No. 


Q. It cost as much to put the one in for a new subscriber as the other?—A. Yes. 

Mr. Brerceron.—I beg your pardon. You might ask him about the cost of the 
Blake transmitter. It has been said here in evidence that the Blake instrument costs 
more than the other one. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. Is it another form of the question. A witness stated quite recently—I do not 
remember who it was but perhaps it was Mayor Urquhart,—that he understood that 
the Blake transmitter cost more to purchase, apart from installation or any other 
equipment, than the long-distance transmitter?’—A. I would say that he is wrong. 
We do not purchase supplies, we requisition on the head office. They are forwarded 
to the agencies on requisition. 

Q. When you say ‘we’ you mean the Toronto exchange?—A. All agencies. 

Q. All agencies?—A. So that we are not thrown into contact with cost prices. 

Q. I understood that, or at least I supposed that was the reason 2—A. Yes. 
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Q. You cannot give us any information as to that but you think that would be 
wiong? But supposing that it is wrong and that the long-distance transmitter costs 
more to manufacture you say that the difference would not be serious? It would not 
be sufficient, for instance, to make it a reasonable thing, to charge a subscriber who is 
paying $45 for a Blake transmitter $25 more per annum?—A. Not because of the 
difference in the cost of manufacture. 

@. Then what difference is there in the cost of a service which would warrant 
such an increase in the charge ?—A. The cost of maintenance and the cost of central 
office apparatus. 

Q. What is the difference in the cost of maintenance between the two instru- 
ments ?—A. That would depend upon the character of central office apparatus. 

Q. What is the difference in the cost of the central apparatus you use. Do you 
use a different apparatus wh2n a long-distance transmitter is in use from that which 
you employ when the Blake transmitter is in use ?—A. Not necessarily. The cost of 
maintenance per subscriber’s station will depend upon whether the switchboard at the 
central office is of central energy type or not. 

Q. The one at Toronto it is of the central energy type, is it not 2A. Yes. 

Q. And has been since 1891 ?—A. Since 1901 in one exchange and the last large 
exchange was converted to central energy last year. 

Q. Is equal with the rest then? And before that time what was the character of 
the large exchange, the principal exchange in Toronto ?—A. It was called a branch 
terminal board. 

Q. A branch terminal board. And how was the energy for working the telephone 
provided ?—A. At the local stations. 

«Q. By a battery in each telephone ?—A. By a battery or batteries. 

Q. Battery or batteries in each telephone ? Is it essential with a long-distance 
transmitter that you should have a board and exchange operated by central energy ? 
—A. It is not essential but the instrument works in harmony with that class of equip- 
ment. It is not essential. 

Q. I see. Weil then from the time you commenced with your subscribers to ex- 
change the long-distance transmitters for Blake instruments you had to have a switch- 
board and central energy exchange ?—A. No, it was not essential. 

Q. Then were you giving the advantage which the long-distance ought to give 
them?—A. Yes, by means of a local battery at each subscriber’s station, whereas with 
the central energy system there is a storage battery, a reservoir in the main office, and 
the battery current is sent out over the wires to the subscriber’s instrument. 

Q. I understand that. That may be a reason for making additional charge, but 
if you were supplying them upon the old principle with an exchange which was 
operated by the local battery, were you giving them anything more than the exchange 
of one instrument for the other ?—A. Yes. The cost of maintenance and of battery 
with the long-distance transmitter greatly exceeded that of the Blake. 

Q. Why ¢—A. Because it required a much more powerful battery and a different 
form of battery. 

Q. How long was it that you asked these higher charges of $70 and $502 Dur- 
ing what years did that rate prevail when you made exchanges of the old instruments 
for the long-distance, or in the case of new subscribers did you always put in the long- 
distance ?—A. No. : 

Q. New subscribers might if they choose pay a little less and put in a Blake trans- 
mitter ’—A. Yes. : 

Q. They had tne option ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How. long did you continue to ask the higher charge 2? You told my learned 
friend no doubt, but I did not notice; when the rates were reduced to $50 and $30 ?— 
A. I cannot from memory fix any definite period. My recollection is during about 

three years. 
| Q. The high rate——A. The high rate was enforced. 
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Q. The high rate was enforced ?—A. I am subject to correction, because I am 
speaking from memory without having referred to any document. 

Mr. AyLESwortH.—How much of the three years would be before the expiration 
of the agreement ? 

Mr. CurysLer.—It is all since. 

The WITNEss.—No. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 
Q. I beg your pardon, I understood so.—A. I would say, speaking roughly, one 
year prior to the expiry of the agreement and perhaps two years after. 
Q. That would bring it down to 1898?—A. It may have started earlier and may 
have lasted a little later. ; 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. You cannot say, Mr. Dunstan, how many instruments you had at that time, 
long-distance instruments, at the higher charge?—A. Not more definitely than I have 
stated. 

Q. What would be the percentage?—A. I would not like to say; I do not remem- 
ber exactly how many subscribers we had at that time nor how many had the superior 
equipment. Therefore, I cannot put it in the form of a percentage. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. As a matter of fact when you put in the long-distace did you not put in the 
double lines?—A. They were put in in advance of the long-distance equipment, apart 
altogether from that feature of the case. 

Q. It was no special advantage then to your company to have the long-distance in 
except the extra fee?—A. And the advantage it gives to any business concern to have 
their equipment of the best, satisfactory to their patrons and of a character which will 
enable any subscriber to speak from his house or office over the long-distance lines to 
any point no matter how far distant. I may add that every bank, wholesale house, 
large financial institution or factory would have one or two instruments of the im- 
proved type, the balance of the instruments being of inferior character. Now practi- 
cally all instruments are uniform and of the superior character. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. While you are on that question I want to ask what is your charge in Toronto 
for an extra telephone in the house? For instance, I want a telephone in my bedroom, 
what is your extra charge for that?—A. It runs from 

Q. There is no extra wire except to the room?—A. From $6 to $13. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Per annum?—A. Per annum. It depends upon the style of the instrument. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. Then apparently you charge for the use of the telephone practically the whole 
cost in one year ?—A. Experience shows, Mr. Zimmerman, that if you place an instru- 
ynent conveniently situated it will be used to a much larger extent than if placed else- 
where. The traffic is increased, sensibly increased, by the extension instruments to 
which you refer. 

Q. Then there is another charge that there has been some little trouble over, the 
charge for extra bell running into the kitchen from the ’phone. What is your extra 
charge for that?—A. $2 per annum. 

Q. It costs you about $2.50?—A. I cannot say as to the cost. Of course the cost 
of the instrument is not the governing factor, it is the increased cost of maintenance 

duc to additional instruments being placed upon the line and in the case of telephones 
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the increased work thrown upon the operators by reason of the increased use of the 
line. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What increased cost is there to the company by putting a signal bell in a man’s 
house?—A. The efficiency of the line is affected to a certain extent by every instrument 
placed upon it, and the more instruments there are the more difficult it is to keep the 
line up to the highest standard. 

Q. I am not speaking of a telephone instrument, but merely a bell 1A. I include 
the bell. 

Q. Take the case of a wire extending from the telephone to some other room on 
tlie premises and an alarm bell attached to it, is not the effect of that to facilitate at- 
tention to the call and thus make your service more rrompt?—A Possibly, but it is an 
additional burden on the line and an additional instrument which may get out of: 
order. 

Q. What additional burden on the line?—A. It is another instrument to get out 
ot order and another instrument that has to be examined and inspected. 

Q. And it is worth do you think that $2 a year? Does it not strike you that 
ig an excessive charge?—A. Personally I would prefer that an extension bell was not 
on the line and that the company should lose the $2 revenue. 

@ And then with reference to the other point you made that the more convenient 
ii. the house the instrument was the greater the cost?—A. The more convenient the 
situction, the more freely the instrument will be used and the greater will be the cost 
of cperating. 

@. Then if we should place an instrument in a very inconvenient part of the house 
the charge would be less?—A We place the instrument where the subscriber selects as 
the most convenient. 

Q. And it would be an absolute saving if it was placed on the house top?—A. It 
would, the less it is used the less would be the cost of service. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. I was going to ask you, as the manager of one of the largest exchanges in the 
system, whether you have any statistics as to the number of calls? It has been said 
here by Mr. Sise that the cost of service increases as you increase the number of tele- 
phones. I do not know that that has been put in any exact form, but generally that is 
the impression Mr. Sise has given us, that it is more expensive to operate an exchange 
with 2,000 ’phones than an exchange with 1,000. No doubt you have\had, in the 14 
years you have been in Toronto, some great advances in the number of telephones in 
use. No doubt there is a large increase in the telephone service in the number of calls, 
but in order to ascertain whether that theory has any foundation, one would need to 
know whether on an average each telephone is used, that there is a greater demand on a 
large system than on a small one. Do you know if you have a list giving the number 
of calls per ’phone in each year?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you keep an account of that?—A. Yes, a record is kept, I refer now to the 
record of 1894 and 1904, and found that the increase 

Q. Let us wait for a moment, before you get the figures let us compare them with 
the figures that we have already and see how many telephones you had each year, and 
then we will be able to inquire intelligently. In 1904 you had in use 4,588 phones ?—A. 
In 1904 ? 

Q. I mean 1894, did I say 1904?—-A. I have no doubt that is correct. 

Q. Well, it is your own statement ?—A. I have no doubt it is correct. 

Q. And in 1904 there were 12,832. Can you tell us each year the number of calls? 
—A. I cannot tell from memory, we have the records, but not with me. I referred to 
the record of 1904 and the increase from 1894 to 1904 is between 50 and 60 per cent. 

Q. That is you have 50 per cent more calls?—A. Per subscriber. 
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Q. 50 per cent more calls per subscriber ?—A. The average daily calling rate per 
subscriber in Toronto to-day is more than 50 per cent greater than it was 10 years ago, - 
and I should think nearly double what is was 

Q. Can you furnish us with the increase in the number of calls for each year since 
1891, because we have the figures for the number of telephones, and we could then see 
exactly the growth of it. Is it kept?—A. Yes, I think that can be done. 

Q. That would be of value. Do you think it will prove that with the increased 
number of telephones there is an increase in the average number of calls per sub- 
scriber ?—A. Without question. 

Q. Perhaps you could have that sent down when you return to Toronto, if it is 
not too much trouble. It is merely that we had the other information, the total number 
of calls in each year. About the cost of putting the wires underground, you say that is 
greater, of course that is apparent?—A. Yes. 

Q. But you would agree with Mr. Sise, no doubt, that the cost of maintenance 
after it is put under the ground is a great deal less?—A. Yes. 

Q. And the life of the plant underground is longer?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. With regard to the greater number of telephones, now for instance in Toronto, 
you have 13,000 telephones, and you have in Hamilton 2,000; you are charging in Tor- 
onto $5 or $10 per instrument more than in Hamilton, is it?’ Can you not operate the 
larger system at a less percentage than you can the smaller system?—A. Most decidedly 
not. 
Q. Is not your office expenses, &., at a less percentage?—A. The office expenses 


| might be, but in every other respect the cost is greater, the central office apparatus is 


much more expensive, because necessarily it is more complicated in order that it can 
make connection between a greater numberof subscribers. The average length of the 
lines is much longer, the city extends over a much larger area, and as a rule, the number 
of subscribers and the size of the city are related one to the other. When the number 
of wires increases, the congestion becomes greater, and you must adopt first aerial cable 
and ultimately underground, each step is more expensive. The larger the number of 
subscribers the more freely will the telephone be used, there being more people to speak 
to, distances are greater, and there is more temptation to use a telephone. The cost of 
service is in direct proportion to the size of the exchange. 

Q. Then, of course, the larger the service, you claim the higher the charge should 
be to the subscriber ?—A. The higher the flat rate should be, but in reality the service 
costs the subscriber less. The true measure of cost is the cost per call, and if a sub- 
scriber in a large city uses the telephone twice as often as one in a small place 
the service will cost him less unless he is paying double charge, which is rarely the case. 

Q. What I am trying to get at is the greater the number of telephones—in the 
case of Hamilton and Ottawa there is a difference of 977 ’phones, and Ottawa is 
charged $5 less. Now your theory is as you work it out, your theory doesn’t work out at 
all in this case?—A. There are special contracts, I understand, with Ottawa and with 
Hamilton, I have no personal knowledge of either of them. It will, probably be found 
that Hamilton has taken out its compensation for the exclusive franchise in one form, 


- and Ottawa may have taken it in another. You will have to take the whole contract 


in each case and compare the one with the other to arrive at a clear idea as to which 
city, if either, is favoured. 

Q. I have not examined the contracts yet, I suppose we' will have to take our medi- 
cine. 

By Mr. Roche: 

Q. Have you been able to respond to the demands in Toronto for telephones ?—A. 
Except in so far as we have been hampered by the city in the erection of poles, we have. 

Q. There has never been any complaint on that score?—A. None whatever, except 
where we were unable to give a service for lack of poie facilities. 
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Q. You have not refused telephones on the ground that there are not sutticient 
number demanded in that locality to pay the company to install them?—A. No, the 
policy of the company is, and has been, to comply with every reasonable demand. We 
are constantly putting up six, eight or ten poles for one subscriber. There is necessarily 
a limit to the number of poles that can be erected for one person, but this has practi- 
cally no bearing within the city limits, it applies principally outside. 

Q. When you say you have not been able to respond to the demand for ’phones 
yhere you were hampered by the city what do you mean by that?—A. During the 
litigation between the city and the company to determine the power of the company 
to erect poles, without the consent of the city, the city withheld its consent, and many 
citizens were unable to obtain service. Since then, we have supplied every demand 
as rapidly as possible. We were left with an accumulation of orders, the accumulation 
of two years, and when the legal difficulty was removed we were confronted with a 
physicial difficulty. I may say that the decision was no sooner bulletined up, than 
parties began to telephone saying: ‘now your hands are free give us this service. We 
are doing this as rapidly as possible and have almost completed the whole list of de- 
ferred orders. 

Q. From 1891 to 1896 you charged $45 and at that time you were paying a per- 
centage to the city?—A. We were. 

Q. You are now charging $45 and you do not pay anything to the city?—A. No. 


Mr. Ayvueswortu.—And we have lost our exclusive rights; we had our exclusive 
rights under the contract but we have not now.—A. And there are other rights and 
privileges given under the contract in addition to the exclusive franchise. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. Is there not a congestion frequently on your long-distance line, say from Tor- 
onto to Montreal?—A. Yes. . 

Q. And you find it necessary for the accommodation of your own business to in- 
crease the accommodation, do you not, on your long-distance line?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you propose to do ‘that, I suppose?—A. Additions are being made con- 
stantly, but the business is growing very rapidly and it is difficult to keep ahead of it 

Q. That is one of the difficulties you find in your business, to meet the increasing 
necessities ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Is your wire on that line at all times sufficient to carry your business?—A. It 
is not. 

Q. What is the distance from Toronto to Montreal on your long-distance line ?— 
A. I cannot give it. 

Q. About what distance ?—A. Nearly 400 miles, I think. Mr. McFarlane is here 
and he can tell you. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. I suppose these instruments of yours are improving all the time. They are 
trying, some gentlemen, or somebody is trying to improve them all the time ?—A. Un- 
doubtedly. Even in this long-distance transmitter there have been a number of changes 
within the last four or five years. I think it can be said that there is not a single 
long-distance desk transmitter that was installed four years ago in Toronto in use 
there to-day; all have been supplanted by somewhat better instruments. 

Q. Yes, and it will be going on all the time like that; we have not seen the end 
of it yet, I suppose 7A. There seems to be no finality. 


By Mr. Aylesworth : 


Q..I want to ask, with reference to the maintenance of the old rates in Toronto, 
when the same transmitter is in use, what your course of business was with the cus- 
tomer, say, who had the Blake transmitter prior to or during the time of the contract 
with the city of Toronto and has retained it since, in a case where he has moved his 
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residence once, twice, or even three or four times ?—A. The instrument is moved 
for him, he takes it with him. 

Q. And he pays the same rate as before ’—A. Yes, a change of location does 
not affect the contract. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. Lewis B. McFaruane sworn. 


By Mr. Lawrence Macfarlane : 


Q. You are the general superintendent of the Bell Telephone Company, I un- 
derstand 2—A. Yes, . 

Q. How long have you been in the company’s employ ?—A. Since its inception 
in 1880. 

Q. Since 1880 ?—A. Since 1880. 

Q. Have you been pretty well through the service?—A. Yes, I have ; I have 
been—— 

Q. In what branch did you start 2—A. With the Bell Telephone Company I 
started as manager in the maritime provinces in 1880. 

Q. The company was then doing business in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ?— 


A. They had purchased certain telephone properties in the maritime provinces and . 


I was placed in charge of them, _ 

Q. You have had full opportunity then to watch the development of the company 
and the nature of the growth of the business in its different branches ?—A. I have had. 

Q. There have been some statements made by certain witnesses as to the way in 
which the company has developed its business. I would refer particularly to the 
statement on page 8 of the evidence, where Mr. Dagger, secretary of the committee, 
makes his report, stating: ‘That the small towns, villages, and rural districts have 
hitherto been almost entirely left out of consideration by those upon whom the duty 
of supplying telephonic facilities had been delegated.’ On page 19 there is the state- 
ment, also, I think, in Mr. Dagger’s report, ‘this (the rural) branch of telephoning 
has in the past been absolutely neglected and discouraged in Canada by the existing 
companies.’ I would like you to explain to the committee briefly what the company has 
done to develop rural or farmers’ line business, and whether it has devoted a portion 
of its energies in that direction ?—A. As early as 1881 or 1889 the policy of the Bell 
Telephone Company was to encourage not only telephone service in the large centres, 
but also in the rural districts. In the year 1882 or 1883, I, in pursuance of that policy 
had to visit different parts of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and other points in 
the east for the purpose of encouraging that development. We had purchased an ex- 
change at Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, we had an exchange at Halifax, and in those two 
cities, the public were not apparently very anxious to purchase the stock of the Bell 
Telephone Company, and there was some difficulty in developing as rapidly as we 
would like to have done. 

Q. On account of the cramped capital?—A. On account of the cramped capital. 
A block of stock was assigned to me to endeavour to dispose of in Nova Scotia, but 
nobody appeared to be anxious to buy, and we failed to sell. 


By Mr. Miller: 

Q. Was that stock offered at par ?—A. At par. It was then thought desirable to 
attempt to extend the business in another way. Among other places I went to Yar- 
mouth in Nova Scotia and succeeded in inducing parties there to form a company 
known as the Yarmouth and Tusket Wedge Company, they became an operating com- 
pany and I believe are in existence to-day and they work in connection with the tele- 
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phone exchange in Yarmouth. I then went to Maitland, Nova Scotia, and succeeded 
in forming a company known as the Maitland Telephone Company, and later on an- 
other company started, which is known as the Bear River Company, with extensions 
along to Digby and other places along the Bay of Fundy, and then, some two or three 
years afterwards, I visited and spent some time travelling through the south-western 
portion of Nova Scotia from Yarmouth to Halifax, principally by stage, there was 
no railway in that country, and I succeeded in arranging to start companies; one, i 
believe is the Barrington and Shelbourne; we got the nucleus of a company started 
running from Liverpool to Milton and a company was organized too, either on a sub- 
sequent or previous visit, to connect Bridgewater to LaHaise and the points up the 
river, and I believe it eventually made connection through to Lunenburg to the east- 
ward. : 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Have they telephones tnere in those places now ?—A. They have. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 
Q. Started by the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. By the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. 
By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Are there still different companies or are they operating with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company ¢—A. Some of them I believe are still separate and have connection 
arrangements with the Nova Scotia Telephone Company. 


By Mr. Zommerman: 


Q. That was originally the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. I was acting for the 
Bell Telephone Company then. The Nova Seotia Telephone Company bought out the 
Bell Telephone Company later on. 

Q. It is different management at present at any rate ?—A. Entirely separate, no 
connection between the companies. 

Q. Except as stockholders 2A. There are quite a few stockholders. We also at 
the same time extended our business with Bell capital in other parts of Nova Scotia 
and succeeded in securing business, not only in some of the larger places, but in some 
cf the smaller ones. In New Brunswick I visited St. Martins and arranged to have 
a company formed there to connect with the Bell Company at St. John, New Bruns- 
wick, the Bell Company taking, I believe, a small amount of stock in order to encour- 
age and advance its interest. That company was afterwards connected with a com- 
pany running up the river, known as the Salmon River Telephone Company, I believe. 


By Mr. Chrysler: ' 

Q. Where is St. Martins ?—A. St. Martins is twenty or thirty miles from St. 
John, N.B., on the Bay of Fundy. Prior to 1885 I endeavoured to develop tne-rural 
telephone business between Fredericton and St. John, New Brunswick, and saw the 
Hon. Mr. Gibson for the purpose of trying to induce him to join us in the construction 
of a line connecting the different points between Fredericton and St. John. I also 
visited Chatham and Newcastle, and endeayoured to interest Senator Snowball in the 
line, and, I believe, one was afterwards built between Newcastle and Chatham, al- 
though I am not sure that he became interested in it. While this has been going on, 
we developed other parts of the provinces, and as you know, as has been stated, we 
have sold out our business through all that territory. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. I understand that you were doing all that work in the maritime provinces ?— 
A. That is where I was engaged in it. 
Q. In Nova Scotia, and I imagine all those places now are provided with tele- 
phones. The work you have done there has succeeded, they have telephones there ?—A. 
Mr. LEWIS B. McFARLANHE. 


_—_——e 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 805 


APPENDIX No. 1 


Although I have not visited these places for a number of years, I am credibly informed 
they have ’phones in all these places—it is a good many years since I have been there 
myself. 

Q. And I understand from other gentlemen that they connected with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company ’—A. Most of them, not with the Bell, but with the local telephone 
company to whom the Bell sold out. 

Q. That is, I understand, that it would be the actual policy of the Bell Telephone 
Company at that time, to have telephone companies in different parts of the country. 
so as to provide feeders for the trunk line; that must have been the object of the com- 
pany at that time—the policy of the company?—A. That was one nbject, but there was 
the difficulty of getting money. 

Q. I know it would have been useless to build the trunk line if there had been no 
local feeders to feed it?—A. Certainly. 

Q. Later on I imagine the question will be put to you why do you not increase your 
business in or around Montreal, say, around the principal offices of the company, I im- 
agine that question will be put to you, and that is why I am asking you in advance 
whether the object of the company was to have trunk lines, and to have these smaller 
companies to feed the trunk line with business?—A. I must say there were practically 
no trunk lines in those times, there were exchanges in the larger places, and it was for 
the purpose of increasing the business and advancing the interests of the Bell Telephone 
Company that we endeavoured to increase the facilities in the rural districts. 

Q. And providing business for the trunk lines?—A. That will follow. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. The Bell Telephone Company was introducing the telephone in the maritime 
provinces?—A. At that time, and not only there, this may not be exactly pertinent to 
the question, I personally visited Newfoundland, and endeavoured to put into opera- 
tion a telephone system there, in 1883, I think I was there. 

Q. Was that favourable?—A. I made arrangements for a telephone system with 
the Anglo-American Company and they took possession of and operated Newfoundland 
at that time. . 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. What was the object of the Bell Telephone Company in desiring to have that 
telephone company established in Newfoundland?—A. The object was to operate a 
telephone service throughout British America if we could do so. 

Q. What arrangements exist between the Bell Telephone Company and the New- 
foundland Company by which any advantage would accrue to the Bell people?—A. The 
Bell Company had acquired the patents for British North America. 

Q. The Bell ‘Telephone Company was making money out of the sale or the use of 
the patents?—A. Precisely. . 

Q. Was that the only way in which they did make money out of it?—A. That was 
it, I think the original intention was for the company to operate in Newfoundland. 

Q. They had not the capital, I suppose?—A. They did not get the charter, there 
was no charter granted to them. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 

Q. Coming to the provinces of Quebec and Ontario, I want you to explain briefly 
what was done in the early period of the development of rural lines there?—A. As far 
back as 1887 the company saw the desirability of giving rural districts connection with 
the large centres, and an attempt was made to meet this condition by experimenting 
with a certain territory. The county of Stanstead was chosen for that purpose. 

Q. That is in the province of Quebec?—A. The province of Quebec; and an arrange- 
ment was made whereby practically the whole county was put into one system, the in- 
tention being to discover if such a plan of operating would be satisfactory. Several 
towns were joined together by trunk lines, and farmers’ lines radiated out throughout 
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the county from those towns. ‘The rate, as I recall it, was $20 per year, which entitled 
the subscriber to a service within his special territory, a cheaper pole line, country lines 
were constructed, and it was found that at the end of the term for which the farmers 
and other parties in the rural districts had signed contracts that they thought the price 
was too high, and numbers of them dropped out, claiming they had no particular use 
, for the telephone, or that they could not afford to pay the price, and various other reas- 
ons were given. 

Q. Just while you are on that point, how is the company left when a subscriber on 
a country line of that kind ceases to be a country subscriber? What risk does the com- 
pany run in building these rural lines?—A. I was going on to say that about this time 
competition developed about Coaticook, a company known as the Lemay Company came 
into operation there. The people thought that they would get the telephone much 
cheaper and we were left with an unproductive plant on our hand, and in a good many 
eases we had to remove the wires and cut down the poles and abandon the project. We 
had there connected a number of small villages and hamlets, and these still continue 
to be operated. We also, about this time, or possibly a little later, attempted to develop 
the rural business in the Niagara district. At first the subscribers were encouraged to 
build their lines and get connection with our system through our central offices, but we 
found that they were very negligent about keeping their lines and instruments in repair, 
and it resulted in their system becoming unsatisfactory, consequently arrangements 
were made to take them in as regular subscribers for the Bell Company’s a? service 
in that district. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Were they a local company then at first?—A. Just a farmers’ line. 
Q. A co-operative line?—A. Co-operative, owning their lines and connected with 
our exchanges. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. Was the telephone business known in the rural districts, or was it in operation ¢ 
to any extent at that time’—A. We had made arrangements at that time in a great 
many counties to initiate the service and develop the business. But we found that 
the people were not ready for it. They had no knowledge of the value, they expected to 
get the service for little or nothing. I notice in the minutes of the proceedings that 
the member for Bonaventure called attention to the fact that there was no telephone 
system in his county. About 1886, or thereabouts, under instructions from the com- 
pany, I visited Bonaventure and Gaspé counties, and worked very hard, spending both 
time and money in order either to get sufficient business to warrant the building of a 
line from Gaspé to Paspebiac, or getting parties interested to tnaugurate a service. I 
utterly failed. JI may say, gentlemen, that we met that condition in a great many cases 
because the people had no idea of the value of the service. 

Q. Had any systematic attempt been made in any of those parts of the country 
to which you have referred, to devetop the business prior to your efforts, or the efforts 
of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. There may have been a few spasmodic efforts in 
the eastern townships. There was a gentleman named Webster who had a theory that 
every farmer should have a telephone, and he started a concern known as the Dominion 
Telephone Company, I think that was about 1886. 

Q. About the same time that you were working in that district?—A. About the 
same time I was working in that district. 

Q. Did his efforts meet with success ?—A. They made a failure of it. 

Q. So that you were practically doing missionary work, doing pioneer work in the 
country ?—A. That is the only case I can recall except where the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany have been the pioneers in endeavouring to develop the country generally in the 
tesephonic business. 

| Q. You referred to the business in the Niagara district where you say early efforts 
were made. I understand that a map of the present developments in the Niagara dis- 
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trict has been prepared and you might explain to the committee what development 
exists there now. I think some members were anxious to ascertain what rates were 
charged in that district and what service the company’s subscribers get?—A. (Refer- 
ring to ¢xhibit 115). We had a central station here at Winona, Stony Creek and 
Grimsby. There were centrals in each of these places, and they were in direct com- 
munication. The rates there are $15 and $20, I believe, per annum. Another little 
system here—— 

Q. W.at are the names?—A. This system here is in Pelham township the central 
is at Ridgeville with lines running, radiating out from the centre to Fonthill, Pelham 
centre and a line to Welland. 

By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. What are those dotted lines, those long lines?—A. The green lines represent 
the telephone pole lines of this company, the purple circles indicate subscribers stations, 
the red lines indicate the township boundaries and the black dotted lines indicate tha 
railway. The purple circles are the subscribers stations. 

In the St. Catharines district we have suburban subscribers in Grantham and in 
part of Louth, some of the subscribers prefer to be in local connection from Louth 
with the Grimsby section and other lines connecting to the westward. Other lines in 
Louth prefer St. Catharines, that being their business centre, and they have no con- 
nection with St. Catharines. There are two methods of charging on the rural lines 
connected with St. Catharines, one is by a flat rate for the telephone and then a toll 
charge to St. Catharines; a flat rate of $15 per year and five cents per call. These 
rural subscribers who prefer to pay for the St. Catharines service by a flat rate get it 
for $25 per annum. There are other rural connections in the Niagara district which 
are now shown on this map, points both north and south, and they are in connection 
with the Niagara Falls office. 

Q. What is the object of showing this map particularly ? 


By Mr. Macfarlane : 

Q. That is a good rural district, of course, and that is one of the districts in 
which the company started to develop, where the farmers use the rural telephones a 
good deal ?—A. One object is to prove that the statement made is false, that is, that 
the company has not developed the rural telephone lines. 

Q. But you have only developed in this district, have you not ?—A. No, sir; it 
is developed practically all over the country. We have over 2,000 rural telephone 
subscribers, and 2,500 miles of line. : : 


By the Chairman: 

Q. That is in Ontario ?—A. No, sir, in Ontario and Quebec. 

Q. You have 2,000 subscribers 2—A. Two thousand rural subscribers. 

Q. Out of 4,000,000 people ? 

Mr. Macrartane.—Not in our territory, Sir William. 

Tur Cuarman.—Of course that last remark of mine would hardly be fair, I 
ought to have taken out of the total the population of the cities and the large places 
which are served by exchanges. 


By Mr. Zommerman : 


Q. I was in a place called Green Vale two or three weeks ago, it is about eight 
miles from Dundas. There are two villages there close together within half a mile of 
each other, and there is one telephone at Green Vale, but there is no telephone at Bul- 
lock’s Corners, half a mile away.- I was told that the company would not extend the 
telephone to Bullock’s Corners, and if the farmers there could not get connection with 
Greenvale, if they wanted to get connection by telephone they would have to go to 
to Greenvale. The company would not extend the system for the convenience of the 
farmers who reside in the vicinity. What is the object of that, why would they not 
extend that system ?—A. I presume you have reference to the county of Wentworth. 
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My recollection is that about a year ago we endeavoured to secure rural subscribers 
in the county of Wentworth and we did not meet with very much success. 

Q. The county of Wentworth extends over a great many miles north and south, 
this is only a particlar location that I have reference to, because that has come to my 
notice ?—A. I do not know the conditions, I have no personal knowledge of it. 

Q. Have you prepared any table, or has the company any records, Mr. McFarlane, 
showing the development of the rural business in the past few years. For instance, 
there is a table on page 8, I understand, in the evidence, showing the number of tele- 
phones, the number of exchanges, the number of agencies, on December 31, 1901.—A. 
I assume that the table is correct, probably it was taken from the statement and in 
that connection I had a statement prepared. 


Exhibit No. 166. 


The following is a statement of the number of telephones, exchanges. agencies, 
&e., of the company on December 31, 1901, and December 31, 1904 :— 
‘ Dec sl; L901» Decal. ot o04s 


Wumber’ of telepacmessoee 2 6 2 Pe ress 66,160 
. Oxchammoeees tc. s. ‘cic Mel cure aimee 343 AT5 
i ASCHOCSIRIE Ee. ©... fey eee 514 789 
“4 telephones, 24 cities and towns .. 382,000 47,674 

ss telephones in remaining 319 ex- 
changes and 514 agencies .. 10,858 18,486 


This shows that in the rural districts the gain in three years has been 80 per cent. 


By the Chatrman : 

Q. Is that a statement giving the comparative number of telephones, exchanges, 
agencies, in 24 cities and towns and in the remaining agencies and exchanges in each 
year on the 31st December?—A. Yes. Taking the figures given on page 8 as of Decem- 
ber, 1901, I have in this statement made a comparison as of the 31st December, 1904, 
which shows that the number of telephones in 1901 was 42,858 and in 1904, 66,160. 

Q. That is in all Canada, is it A. In all Canada. 

Q. Can you tell us the number of rural telephones in existence to-day ? 

Mr. Macraruanre.—Yes, Sir William, we can tell you this in a minute, I think it 
will come out of this examination. 

Q. Can you give us the number at the date of the census in 1901, so as to make 
a comparison with the population ?—A. No, there is no record of that, I could not 
give that. 

The CHamMan.—I would like to know the absolute number of what we call rural 
telephones. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 

Q. Just continue—A. The number of exchanges in 1901 was 348, in 1904, 475. 
The number of agencies in 1901 was 514, and in 1904, 789. The number of telephones 
in 24 cities and towns in 1901 was 382,000, and in 1904, 47,674. The number of tele- 
phones in the remaining 319 exchanges and 514 agencies in 1901 was 10,858, and the 
number in 1904 was 18,486. 

Q. Yes ?—A. Which shows tnat in the rural districts the gain in three years has 
been 80 per cent. 

Q. 80 per cent ?—A. 80 per cent of the total. 

@. Agencies—I understand by the word ‘agencies you mean companies, place of 
business where no exchange is carried on. Is that*right ?—A. Yes, it means where 
there is no exchange. 

Q. It practically means rural business ?@—A. Rural business or small country offices. 

Q. So that the growth between 1901 and 1904 in the number of agencies and in 
the number of telephones in such small exchanges practically represents the growth of 
the small offices of the company, rural business and small telephone offices ?—A. It does. 
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Q. A statement was put in the other day by Mr. Sise giving the particulars of 
the company’s exchange and the number of subscribers in each. You will find that 
statement on page 666. What does that column giving the number opposite the names 
of places represent, Mr. McFarlane ?—A. That column represents the number of tele- 
phones—subscribers—in each exchange. 

Q. Yes. Does that statement show in any way the number of exchanges where 
there is a very small number of subscribers, thus, the rural and small telephone busi- 
ness ?—A. It shows that there are 468 exchanges, of which 334 are under 50 sub- 
seribers. Which would indicate that the largest number are small or rural exchanges. 

Q. So that leaves 181 exchanges in the large A. Which may be classified as 
cities or towns. 

Q. There are only 181 exchanges which do not serve the rural business or small 
village business ?—A. That is correct. 

Q. In addition to which, the company, as I understand, has a large number of 
agencies or other stations not classified as exchanges ?—A. Yes, they have 789 agen- 
cies, as on 31st December, 1904. 

@. Adding that to the number of exchanges which you say serve 50 people or less, 
how many places are there now where the company operates for less than 50 sub- 
scribers per office ?—A. 1,125, I make it. 

Q. I find on page 19 of the evidence a statement made by Mr. Dagger in his evi- 
dence or his report with reference to the rural lines :— 

‘ After the line has been in existence some time, the company ‘nave claimed it as 
their property, and in cases where there has been no explicit agreement, the farmers 
have given up their rights. This, you will understand, has made the farmers very 
reluctant to deal with the company on any terms.’ 

Tnat is pretty serious. I want to know whether you can tell us whether there is 
any truth in it.—A. I cannot recall a single case of this kind in my 25 years’ ex- 
perience. As a matter of fact, we endeavour to make our agreements explicit, so that 
there can be no disputes or discussion on the terms of any agreement. 

Q. Has the company, as a matter of fact, ever taken over any farmer’s line, or 
small line without proper arrangement and an agreement with the farmers themselves? 
—A. The company would not attempt to take any property except it had a perfect 
legal and tangible right to do so. 

Q. So that, that statement has been made in error, I understand ?—A. Wholly 
in error. 

—Q. Does the company have any understanding or does it agree with the rural com- 
munities to furnish part of the construction or to assist in the construction ?—A. We 
have in numerous instances. Not only that, but we have encouraged people to build 
and help them in many ways by sending them men, inspectors, linemen and otaers. 

Q. In connection with this assistance that you rendered to these small companies, 
what charge do you make for the services of your linemen and inspectors in assist- 
ing in this construction ?—A. We charge them the men’s time and their expenses. 

Q. Then the company reaps no profit from that arrangement ?—A. No, we do 
not desire any profit from that arrangement. ; 

Q. Are you anxious to develop the rural business and the construction of these 
small lines?—A. We are, under proper conditions. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. What do you mean by proper conditions?—A. They are required to build a 
line that will stand up, it may not be the Bell Company’s standard, but a good standard 
construction. We ask that they will furnish instruments that will give a good satis- 
factory service ,that will work in connection with the long-distance line. We also ask 
that they will agree to maintain their apparatus and appurtenances in good order and 
line condition, so that anybody on our line wanting to use their service or anybody on 
their line wanting to use our service can obtain it without any unnecessary delay. 
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By Mr. Macfarlane: 

Q. Am I right in inferring from that that you are anxious to build up the 

rural business as feeders to your lines?—A. We are, where it is non-competitive. 

Q. So that the statement made by Mr. Cameron, one of the witnesses, on page 63, 
where he says that the company ‘does not want subscribers in the country; I do not 
know the reason why, but they do not seem to want business in the country,’ is not a 
fact? What is the fact as to that, Mr. McFarlane?—A. All I say is that Mr. Cameron 
is mistaken. 

Q. Is the company, as a matter of fact, anxious to extend its rural business ?—A. 
I believe it did in that particular case, and it is anxious to extend where it can do so 
profitably. 

Q. While on this question, a table made by the company—have you prepared any 
statement showing the telephone development in the cities of that portion of Canada 
in which the company operates?—A. There has been a statement prepared by the com- 
pany. 

Q. Is that the statement?—A. This statement shows the number of telephones in 
towns having over 7,000 inhabitants, and I believe is accurate. The figures are given 
as the estimated population on December 31st, 1904. These figures are arrived at by 
taking the census figures of 1901 and adding 10% of the increase during the last census 
period per year as the annual growth since 1901, and it would, I think, be considered 
fairly accurate. This shows an average development of 21°9 inhabitants per telephone. 


Exhibit No. 167. 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 
Number of telephones per population in towns having over 7,000 inhabitants. 


4 : 
Estimated |No. Telephone ne es 

Place. Population, Stations, mTelesnens 

Dec. 31, 1904. | Dec. 31, 1904. Dee. 31, 1904. 
Montreal and suburbs ........... oye a eR ae 346,830 14,995 22°7 
SOronro mand AIDUT DS! cu. toes eer Gee ban. Rae 223,828 12,714 176 
OCebSec and subUrDS! ia. Lee eetorasin ess ate ee 78,665 2,365 oore 
CERES Ro BUY ot Fea SBA ee akg hr 81,659 2,999 27 °2 
Pisinilton tensor ee eee ee “a5 t,t. GR ie Sa oa 53,975 2,020 26°7 
WAmMI Per asi ahs ss BAC ci 2 ioe oe rr eee 47,350 4,121 11'5 
UNS) 1G (Orr AE ot Ait COR eR AS Atco) Ok es Sa ea i 39,781 1,930 20°6 
POUT SOME Arai, 1 chica cy hye ee aS so | eine Oued 17,571 688 25°5 
Bremttord etek eis a eee eee meena Ss sk aie ate UW STIL D096 29°8 
WVGTACE SEES Lec fi yira ih ha Bisa che epee em a Cad irae, a Aes 12,702 698 18°2 
Sherbrooke, 2.22... See Saas Unies 12,260 609 20% 1 
Goel piece ee ae enter as... ss ae 11,781 492 23°9 
Pts) MALTOMOAS poe le cane ih) Sree PUN Meer ABR, ays, 6. oink SiN : 11,818 453 ea 
Peterporogg li: oi) aiid ae aie esc ot ee Sai 11,695 604 19°3 
BY CULI@WELCl yy ce cee ee eka: meena sy Sieh oe A RC Sd Fock 12,717 198 64°2 
'Diiveeriepyere.. 7 .( UP) 4 ie i See ee eeniae Ar. os oe 10,473 392 Pe so 
PARP etOrd., geet SRE re. @ dl (ge AD, to's |, aves. doe 10,094 359 28°1 
cra NOLINGS 2, oh ct A eM cre ok. od a ee 10,177 648 15°7 
BSODUN niara tote cso 8 soe ee ee On, a ous ee 10,448 309 | 33°8 
EA OOINENO rans weet eae TS en ee ak ee 9,867 360 | 27°4 
SOU U IMO toon ad wo ce a She aoe eee | egret Bs?) 8,880 Some mes 
RL RELATOR s Se, red Ke Oe fe ae) ee es eee 9,071 468 | 19°3 
MEMO LGR oy et Gi a ee MER ee os eee cal Ha oowigeatae 8,982 418 21°4 
VE IIA COCKY: s ct ahs pine ve cet oe ene ete ee 8,899 320 27°8 
RU aT PE ATLA LC cu aed oo 1 tay > Bay Be I a edn Gore, aves cole eacae € 9,157 288 31°8 
PAGECELD Pa AV CLINGIOS Sb Zao sc. R GIS CARRS wee ee vl AKT aoROEN Coe 8,594 415 20°7 
Pe I eta Beat xis ab I desks bomen ter ip tis Hf fipy'e ponte} Ata eeree 8,620 338 25°5. 
AGU ree eee ttle AAS a te cr eae Ree! oS U l's tsa aere Wa 7.965 391 20°3 
Tai k fae el eee nel tae ea A ee oe Eo on (SPAR ” *215 36°8 
Land say esi. 0%. s'- Arg: ASW Cem REN CURE i48 Bh RE 7,279 211 34°5 
POC Me, eer eer Ol tere am a alee Gk ene Re re (eel g 129. Do 6 
Total, 6th May, 1904. :....,. HESSD: 1,118,008 51,080 (Average 21°9 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. Mr. McFarlane, your policy, as I understand it, is to extend your works rather 
in the centres than in the rural districts?—A. I think, Mr. Chairman, that the centres 
are extremely well developed in Canada, and if we want to extend we have to extend 
into rural districts. 

Q. Let me call your attention to Mr. Sise’s statement in his evidence on the 18th 
of May, page 622, where he was examined as to this alleged policy, and he says: ‘We 
want to get all the business we can, but we are restricted to a very great extent because 
of the difficulty of carrying on all these smaller lines. If it is a question of erecting 
an exchange in one large place and of giving a service needed by 1,000 people we cer- 
tainly, and quite properly, in doing that give the preference to the needs of a large 
number than to a lot of farmers’ lines. There is a much better return from the ex- 
penditure of money on that work than there will be from the expenditure of the same 
money on smaller lines. On the same principle, if a line is required from Toronto to 
Montreal to give a service to the business line, to the mercantile community of Montreal 
and Toronto, and on the other hand the same amount of money is required for farmers’ 
lines that would give little or no return, on any proper business principle any one 
would say: Build the long line and give the service to the greatest number of people to 
whom it is of the greatest value.’ It. would seem from that that as yet you have not 
completed the services in these centres. From Mr. Sise’s statement :you have not enough 
money to do both, and he gives preference to tne centre?—A. I do not read it that he 
will not do it. ie says he will give preference to the needs of large centres. I think 
that is a good business principle. 

Mr. MacrarLANe.—This statement is merely supposition. 

The CHaIRMAN.—I would draw attention to the fact that it is the policy of the 
company, and I would think further that Mr. Sise meant to tell us in so many words 
that it was not convenient for the company to meet the demands from the rural dis- 
tricts, because of more paying demands absorbing their available capital. 

Mr. AyLteswortH.—You notice Mr. Sise’s answer to the previous question. 

The CuHarrMAan.—He negatived the policy, then he went on to give his views whica 
very much qualify his former answers. However, when we get the statement showing 
how many telephones you have actually got in use in the rural districts we will see 
what the practice is. That will be much better than any policy. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 

Q. Would the statement of the number of telephones in the rural a eer show 
to the committee the development as well as a statement of the number of stations 
and the population served, which practically represents the development in the rural 
districts?7—A. The two statements would show such development. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. I have been handed these figures: The rural population of Ontario, Quebec 
and Manitoba is put down as 2,493,471 people. I understand you to say there are about 
4,000 farmers’ telephones now in use?—A. 2,000 farmers’ telephones. 

Q. Then that would be about one telephone for every 1,250 people?—A- Or there- 
abouts. 

Q. That is the extent to which you have met the demand fer rural telephones in 
these three provinces?—A. We have also found tnat in canvassing for telephones not 
more than 20 per cent of those canvassed evinced the slightest desire to have a tele- 
phone. 

Q. Well, at what prices?—A. Paying prices. 

Q. What price? You spoke here a moment ago when speaking of the Grimsby 
district of $25. Is that the price that you asked from the farmers?—A. The prices 
vary from $15 to $25, according to the class of service and the size of the exchange 
that they connect with. 
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By Mr. Macfarlane. 


Q. On that question of price, there es been statements made by certain witnesses 
who have said that they operate or connect with operatiny telephones uc a considerably 
lower price than that, these small farmers’ lines. Can you explain the difference in 
your prices where they are higher?—A. My experience has been that when a company, 
an organized company, undertakes to operate a telephone service, the subscriber looks 
for the best class of service. He requires practically a continyously good service. On 
most of the small farmers’ lines or co-operative lines, rural lines, built by individuals 
are left largely to take care of themselves. Prompt repairs are not made on them, 
batteries are allowed to run down, and sometimes for days the whole system is out of 
order. Nobody complains. But if a company like the Bell undertakes to give the 
service, they have got to get repairs made immediately no matter what the cost may be. 
Therefore, if a subscriber wants a fairly continuous service he has to pay more for 
it than he would on a co-operative farmers’ system. 

Q. What about the cost of construction, the relative cost of construction between 
yours and theirs?—A. As a rule a farmer’s line is built by farmers. Farmers give the 

poles, very often furnish the labour, and the only accounting done is for the money 
actually spent. The construction is of the crudest possible description, the, poles in 
many places are not put in the ground more than two feet, where they shoulda be five 
feet, and a comparatively small number of, ‘poles per mile being used. In many cases 
inferior wire is furnished because it is cheap, and yet they claim to give a good service 
on such an output. They may do so for a very short time, but the experience of the 
past has been that these small concerns usually come to grief as they fail to maintain 
their telephones in good order and condition. 

Q. In making arrangements for a connection with these small concerns, do you 
find, as a rule, that they have to improve their line before you can give that connec- 
tion ?—A. In nearly every case we have sometning to say about lines before they were 
built. Where they are not satisfactory we will not make a. connecting arrangement 
with them until they put them into good order. We generally send some one over the 
line to see what its condition is before we establish connection. 

Q. So that you have had some considerable experience in examining the construc- 
tion of these small lines?—A. To some extent, yes. 

Q. I just want to ask you to refer to that statement you put in (exhibit No. 167), 
showing the development in the cities, the number of subscribers there are. It is as of 
what date?—A. December 31, 1904. 

Q. And that statement shows the average development, that is the number of in- 
habitants per telephone. What is the number?—A. The number of inhabitants to one 
telephone is 21°9. 

Mr. Lewis.—Is that a selected number of places? 


Mr. wlACFARLANE.—No, all places in the Dominion over 7,000. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. The question was asked Mr. Sise with reference to the Neepawa system, whether 
any request had ever been received for connection with your system. Can you tell us 
whether such a request was ever received ?—A. I have no recollection of such a re- 
quest having been received. If it had been I snould have known. 

Q. All requests of that nature are referred to your office ?—A. They are. 

Q. I want to call your attention to Exhibit 152A, which Mr. Sise stated was a 
diagram showing the development of the company’s business in subscribers, agencies 
and exchanges since 1880. Does that in any way illustrate the growth in agencies as 
in excess of the exchanges, wnich you referred to? You will see the agencies are 
marked in red.—A. The exchanges show a development of 475 and the agencies show 
a development of 789. 

Q. If you look at the diagram you will find the years marked at the bottom. Is 
there anything in that diagram to show the development in the last few years ?—A. In 
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1900 there were 343 exchanges and 494 agencies. This will show that there has been 
a more rapid development in the agencies than there has been in the exchanges. 

Q. Does that mean a development of the rural business ?—A. It does. 

Q. Now, Mr. McFarlane, the question of compulsory physical connection has 
been referred to. Your company has had some considerable experience in connecting 
with smaller companies, I understand /—A. Yes, we have been connecting more or 
less with small companies since we started. 

Q. What are the practical difficulties, or what would be the practical difficulties 
in the way of giving connection to small lines ?—A. This company has adopted a 
standard set of rules which they find is necessary for the proper conduct of their 
business, and these rules will make for the best class of service. When we come to 
couple up with co-operative farmers or rural lines we find that as a rule there is 
practically no management, no operating staff, no one with any particular authority? 
and business is run in a sniftless sort of way. When connections are asked for, our 
company would require that they shall conform to the reasonable rules of the com- 
pany, for if they will not do so we cannot give them a service that will conform with 
the agreement between ourselves and our subscribers. We find as a rule that these 
companies are ready to agree to conform to reasonable rules and regulations and to 
standardize their apparatus so far as they can, but in many cases they have not the 
means and they have not the people to do the necessary work for them. When they 
do that and are operating on non-competitive territory we usually make an equitable 
arrangement with them for an exchange of business. But we insist that tney shall 
not connect with other companies which will possibly come in competition with us 
unless they make an arrangement with us. 

Q. Would you explain that? It is the same statement ‘that was made by Mr. 
Winfield of the Nova Scotia Telephone Company.—A. A case tnat comes to mind at 
the moment is that of the Conn Telephone Company, which operates in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mount Forest, Ontario. They extend to a number of small towns and 
villages, and I understand are about to continue their line to Arthur, but the people 
of Arthur, possibly suspecting that the extension of the Conn line will take the local 
business away from Arthur, are preparing to build a competing line with them in the 
same territory. And in such a case if we connect with the Conn company we can- 
not very well connect with the Arthur company. It would result, I think, disastrously 
to both the local companies. For that reason, if we could confine the Conn Company to 
a certain limited territory and the Arthur Company to another territory, that diffi- 
culty would ngt exist. 

Q. In that way would you say that an arrangement was for their advantage as 
well as your own ?—A. I certainly think it would be to the advantage of both our 
subscribers and the subscribers of those companies. 

Q. Now, Mr. McFarlane, I want you to explain the practical difficulty which 
would follow if the company was forced to give connection, that is if some rule of 
enforced physical connection was brought into effect—A. In that case, this company 
and all large companies—large operating companies—I feel would suffer. It would 
be equivalent to taking the property of one company and allowing another company 
to take it and use it without proper compensation. A little company with $1,000 capi- 
tal could use the property of a telephone company having $10,000,000 capital. The 
intention apparently would be to give the smaller company the right to take the pro- 
perty of the other company and use it. A connection such as is spoken of is not an 
equivalent to connection between the two telegraph companies. 

Q. Would you explain what the difference is ?—A. The method of connecting 
two telegraph companies is to have a repeating point where the telegram is taken 
down and relaid to the receiving station. If physical connection was compulsory 
with telegraph companies, then this would happen: The Great North-Western Tele- 
graph Company, having its line from Sorel, we will say, to Montreal, would order the 
Canadian Pacific Telegraph to switch its line directly on to its Vancouver circuit, and 
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notwithstanding any rules or regulations of the Canadian Pacific Telegraph Company, 
would have a telegraph line direct from Sorel to Vancouver as long as it had any 
business to transmit. 

Q. Would the same thing apply to compulsory connection between telephone com- 
panies!—A. ‘The same thing would apply in a greater degree, because there might be, 
we will say, three or four companies connecting together to-day to reach a given point. 
The message originating on A company’s system and going to D would have to be sent 
over the lines of B and C. The two middle companies, B and C, would have no means 
of recording or checking such business, and I see great difficulty in even ascertaining 
what company’s line the business originated on, and what company is responsible for 
the holding and use of the line. 

Q. Would that involve a difficulty in the collection of rates?—A. It would involve 
Guite a difficulty in the accounting. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Are the difficulties insuperable?—A. I see no way out of them at present. 

Q. Can you tell whether company B knows if it was company A that asked to have 
a connection?—A. Company A might ask to have a connection with D company and 
B company would give the line until he is told to come back and take down the con- 
nection. C company does the same. D company makes a record of the receipt of the 
message, A company a record of the sending of the message, but I see no way of B and 
C companies getting their proper proportions for the use of the line. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. Did I understand that several messages could be sent over that connecting line 
without B and C having a possible method of checking them?—A. That would happen 
unless they were supplied with operators to keep watch on the line constantly to see by 
whom and what use was made of it. 

Mr. ZimmMermMan.—That difficulty does not apply everywhere. I mentioned a case 
here the other day, the independent lines from Cleveland all the way down to St. Louis, 
and also from Cleveland to Chicago, there is one series of independent systems extend- 
ing all the distance. 

The Cuamman.—What length of line? 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. It must be 1,000 miles or more. There are perhaps 20 or 40 companies, inde- 
pendent companies along that line. There is a long-distance telephone all the way from 
Cleveland to St. Louis and from Cleveland to Chicago ?—A. I do not know what num- 
ber of companies there may be, but I know they have a great deal of difficulty in making 
arrangements for connection, just the same as we have found in Canada. Every com- 
pany has different ruies and an effort has been made to standardize them so that busi- 
ness will be carried on with the greatest facility. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. What do you mean by rules?—A. In operating the long-distance plant, especi- 
ally, we require operators to understand the business. Sometimes it takes months to 
teach an operator to handle the long-distance business of the company. 

Q. Is it done by signals?—A. Yes, in large measure. 

Q. To economize time ?—A. Yes, and to expedite the service on the line. 

Q. In case you were ordered to connect with a smal] company with whom you had 
no arrangement, would there be a waste of time?—A. There would be a waste of time. 
Their methods would be so different from ours it would be hard to get them to work 
systematically. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. In answer to Mr. Zimmerman’s question, when he stated that many independent 
lines in the United States connect together for their business, I understand you to say 
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that the difficulty with you in Canada is that different companies had different rules. 
Do you think that if it is successful in the States it is because they have more or less 
standardized their rules?—A. I have more particular reference to companies connect- 
ing with us at American points. We connect with a number of them, and they have 
different rules. | 

Q. The independent lines that Mr. Zimmerman has referred to have interchanged 
business satisfactorily. Why can you not interchange business in Canada satisfactorily ? 
—A. I think you will find that the exchange of business in the United States is made 
largely by amicable arrangement, and is not compulsory in any sense. If it was, it 
would not have been satisfactory. 

Q. What do you mean by amicable arrangement?—A. Friendly arrangement be- 
tween themselves, where both companies agree and act in harmony. 

Q. I see, and they were not so disposed and not inclined to make an arrangement 
and come together, and then the system would be a failure?—A. I believe it has been 
where it has been forced upon companies. 

Q. Then, if the same conditions apply in Canada and you and the others will not 
make harmonious relations, but some person else steps in and makes harmonious rela- 
tions for you, why should not the interchange of business in Canada succeed?—A. I 
would rather leave that to the party that makes the arrangement. 

Q. Then the difficulties that you allude to in the way of an interchange of busi- 
ness between different companies arise because of the lack of cordial relations and the 
desire on the part of everyone to make satisfactory arrangements. Is that it?—A. And 
the lack of uniformity of business methods. 

Q. Uniformity of rules?—A. And methods of operating the plant. 

Q. These do not seem to me to suggest insuperable difficulties. 

No answer. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 

Q. Mr. Miller asked a question the other night as to the difference between opera- 
tion when a man goes into one of your pay stations and speaks over the long-distance 
line and when that man being a subscriber to an independent line gets connection with 
your line to Ottawa and then connection with your long-distance line ?—A. In respect 
to the payment of tolls? . 

Q. Not in respect to the payment of tolls, but there is in a practical way a dif- 
ference between connection in these two methods. It was suggested that the small 
company got control of your long-distance line for the time being ¢—A. I have already 
illustrated that in the case of a telegraph company and how it would apply in the case 
of ours. 

Q. The same thing would apply ?—A. The party on the other line, over whom we 
have no control, would get possession of our property and hold it possibly as long as 
he thought it well to do so, and if the business was not satisfactory the blame would 
attach to us as well as to the party on the other line. 

Q. Do you see any danger in the case of lines connected in that way in fixing the 
responsibility for negligence, for instance?—A. Under present conditions the rural 
companies do not seem to pay much attention to protecting their properties from high 
potential currents or from lightening or danger of that nature, and if we were com- 
pelled to connect we would be carrying hazards into our stations and into those of our 
subscribers that we should not be compelled to carry. } 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Can you telephone direct from Ottawa to New York?—A. Yes. 
Q. Is that entirely over one system?—A. Over two systems. 
Q. Is it successful?—A. Very. 
Q. Can you telephone beyond New York?—A. Telephone beyond—— 
Q. How far can you telephone—anywhere beyond New York?—A. From here to 


Baltimore. 
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Q. Over how many lines?—A. Two lines. 

Q. Just one besides your own?—A. One besides our own. 

Q. Have you other arrangements—can you telephone further than that or over 
more companies ¢ 


By Mr. Lewis: 
Q. New Orleans ?—A. It is impossible to talk that distance. I am trying to re- 
call any case where we go through three companies. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Two companies besides your own?—A. I cannot recall any at the moment. 

@. Are you aware that you can telephone from London to Paris or from London 
to Berlin?—A. Yes, I am aware of that. 

Q. Over how many different lines?—A. I should say two. 

Q. You don’t know whether it is more or less?—A. I do not think it is any more. 
The British Government and the French Government control the connection between 
Paris and London. 

Q. And how about between London and Berlin?—A. I do not know who controls 
that. 

Q. You are aware that you telephone between London and Berlin?—A. I am 
aware. There is a connection, I think through Antwerp. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. There has been a great deal said here about traffic arrangements on railways, 
and these gentlemen say that the same thing could be done with a telephone system. 
Can you tell us what analogy you find there, if there is any, and if one system could 
be operated as well as the other?—A. I do not think there is an analogy there. If 
this physical connection were forced upon the company it would be equivalent to 
taking the property of a railway company and running your engine on its track 
regardless of the rules or methods of operating or anything else. In the case of the 
railways the moment a train is switched from one railway to the other it is put under 
the control of the railway owning the property it is running over, and in the case of 
the telephone, the company owning the property has no further control over it. If we 
were connected with the St. Laurent Company near Montreal and one of their sub- 
scriberg wanted connection to Toronto, we would have to switch our long line to their 
system and give it to them as long as they wanted it. 

Q. And so for the time being it would be their line?—A. It would be their line 
while they were using it. Four hundred miles of line, possibly worth $150,000, would 
be put at their service. In the meantime, our subscribers would be deprived of the 
use of that line and the St. Laurent Company would have full control of it. 

Q. So you cannot make any point of comparison between the two?—A. I think 
not. 


The committee adjourned until 4 o’clock p.m. 


THurRspAy, May 25, 1905. 
4 o’clock p.m. 
The committee resumed, Sir William Mulock, in the chair. 


Mr. McFARLANE’S cross-examination was resumed. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q, When I was obliged to leave this afternoon, Mr. McFarlane, you were explain- 

-ing the efforts that you had been making to educate the rural population into the ad- 
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vantage of extended telephone service. I do not know whether any additional facts 
were brought out by you after I left. I think you were speaking of the Niagara dis- 
trict rural telephone that you had inaugurated. Was there anything more after [ 
left upon the subject, do you remember ?—A. I do not think there was anything special. 
There was just the general information in reference to the rural service. 

Q. If you have read the evidence that has been presented to this committee you 
will find there has been a very widespread movement apparently in the last few years 
in the direction of rural telephones by small local companies, some of them co-operative, 
some of them small stock companies, but mostly organized by people who have sought 
t2 help themselves in the way of obtaining telephone facilities. Have you read the 
evidence that has been presented ?—A. I have, sir. 

Q. You have read the evidence?—A. Yes, up to a certain period, as far as it has 
been printed. 

Q. And it does appear that there are considerable communities in wnich your com- 
pany has not been able to give facilities or has not done so. A large part of the pro- 
vince of Quebec, the eastern part of the province of Quebec, apparently, has been oc- 
cupied by telephone companies of that kind. Several of them, it appears in the evi- 
dence, are connected with your company, and some of them are not. Can you give me 
any case in which you had been engaged in organizing a rural company in Ontario or 
Quebec except the Niagara system?—A. Not personally. Personally I had nothing 
to do witn the Niagara business. ) 

Q. It was done by some officers of the company ?—-A. It was done by some other 
officers of the company. - In eastern Ontario there is quite a ramification of lines, in 
Dundas county and thereabouts, belonging to the Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. Along the St. Lawrence?—A. Back of the St. Lawrence. Back from Morris- 
burg, including such places as Winchester, Metcalfe, Russell and through that district. 
It has been in operation for a number of years. 

Q. And was that originated by some of your agents or was it a local company at 
the outset ?—A. At the outset there was a local company called the Dundas Telephone 
Company. They started in in the territory in the rear of Morrisburg. Finally they 
went to the wall, it was a financial failure, I believe. 

Q. And did you buy their property? Did the Bell Telephone Company buy their 
property ?—A. As far as I recollect we bought some poles. I do not remember whether 
we bought any of the other material or not. 

Q. Mr. Morris has written a letter to the committee in reference to the Grimsby 
and Pelham system which does not give your company so much credit for establishing 
the rural telephone company system. Mr. Morris’ letter is abstracted at page 58, Ap- 
pendix ‘A.’ The letter is in full here, but I assume that it is correctly abstracted. 
If there is any doubt about it we can refer to the full letter. (Reads.) ‘Two years 
ago tne committee were desirous to have a rural system. The writer spoke to the Bell 
manager and obtaining no encouragement proceeded to organize a company. In two 
months $3,000 was subscribed. The Bell hearing this, they offered to put in system 
at $15 per ’phone per annum. Prior to this tolls were charged everywhere. Finally 
the Bell proposition was accepted on condition that free communication was given to 
Welland. The district now has a first-class service, with nearly 100 subscribers. Had 
the government controlled the long-distance wires, the people would ‘have preferred 
their own local system. The writer believes rural telephones a great convenience.’ Do 
you know Mr. Edward ©. Morris? He writes from Brown’s Nurseries, Ontario ?—A. 
[ do not recall him, I do not recall him by name. 

Q. Here is the letter more fully than appears in the evidence :— 


‘About two years ago I found the people in this community were desirous of 
establisning a rural telephone company. On talking with one of the local managers 
of the Bell Telephone Company he did not give us very much encouragement for 
opening an; exchange here in this country. The only alternative then was to try to 
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organize a local company, which we proceeded to do. In less than two months we had 
stock subscribed to the amount of about $3,000, and were on the point of calling a 
meeting for the purpose of organizing tne corporation, when the Bell people heard of 
it, and through their representative offered to put in the telephone system, putting 
in grounded party wires, with not over six subscribers on a wire, at an annual rental 
of $15 per phone. 

‘Previous to this, the Bell Company had a long-distance wire into this township, 
with three or four offices in the different villages. All telephone messages were toll 
messages. The people said that they would be willing to turn the telephone proposi- 
tion over to the Bell people on the terms stated above, provided they would give them 
free connection with Welland. This the Bell Company agreed to do. The grounded 
party wire was not a success. There was too much eross-talking, and of their own 
eccord, the Bell Company metallic circuited nearly all of the wires, and the result is 
that we now have a first-class system. There are on the Ridgeville exchange, which 
is the village where the telephone exchange is located for Pelham, nearly 100 sub- 
seribers, and I believe on the whole, the system is working to the satisfaction of a 
majority of the people. 

‘Had the government had control of the long-distance wires, I think it would have 
been more difficult for the Bell Company to have secured control of this district; or 
in other words, the people would have preferred to have had their little local company. 
At that time there was no chance for any long-distance ’phoning had tne local men 
established.’ 

Q. That appears to have been quite recent, if Mr. Morris’ account of it is correct. 
He speaks of it as having been done within the last two years ?—A. Speaking from 
memory, it seemed to be two years since we opened an exchange at these two places. 
Part of that is true that we had a toll station for the purpose of supplying a telepnone 
service to the rural communities in that district and the fact that they were ready to go 
into it, into a farmer’s line proposition, was indicative of the fact that they wanted 
telephones, and we supplied them. 

The CrairMAN.—There was also the Glen Huron case. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. Ihave a letter here in reference to that. This is a letter (No. 28) which has been 
printed at page 36, Appendix ‘A?’ You have a copy of the evidence before you Mr. Mc- 
Farlane, will you please turn to it? The first part is merely introductory, but when he 
reaches the history of the matter, he says: ‘We had asked the Bell Telephone Company 
on several occasions to extend their lines to this place, and always met with a refusal. 
We then built a private tine extending from Singhampton to Glen Huron station 
giving the people, though they had not contributed anything towards it, free service 
as far as it went. Nottawa and Duntroon to the north of us, Singnampton, McIntyre, 
Badgeros, and Maple Valley to the south and west of us being without either tele- 
graph or telephone communicatior, with the exception of telegraph at Duntroon and 
Singhampton, the writer proposed a scheme to form a joint stock company with shares 
of $10 each, to build a line from Collingwood connecting wita the above named places, 
and also to extend to Creemore via Dunedin later on. We proposed giving as cheap 
service over the whole line as possible, the object being convenience and not dividend. 
We had several meetings, and the people were in hearty sympathy with the project, 
and everything went well until the Bell Telephone Company heard of it, who then 
sent, unasked, two men canvassing over tne territory for weeks. They first asked large 
sums from each place, and in every instance but one were refused. When they could 
not block our scheme any other way, they immediately accepted a small bonus sub- 
scribed by the people of Duntroon and ran a loop into that place and a loop from 
Collingwood to the village of Nottawa without any bonus or consideration whatever, 
and unasked. As these two places were large subscribers to the proposed local line, 
and feeling that the latter would be largely deprived of patronage on account of the 
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Bell having long-distance connection, we found it impossible to get their assistance 
and the result was that the scheme fell through for the time, and the other points 
mentioned are still without a line. As soon as the Bell Company had the matter 
blocked they immediately withdrew their canvassers and I do not know of one being 
on the scene since. Do you know anything about the facts in this case, Mr. 
McFarlane ?/—A. My recollection is that the district superintendent recommended 
that we connect Duntroon and Nottawa as being places that would afford some re- 
venue to the company, if we could get any help or assistance from the people, and 
it was done. I think it was a toll line, not strictly a rural farmer’s line, but a toll line. 

Q. With pay stations at Duntroon and Nottawa probably ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And where did you run the line connected with these places? The line connects 
from Collizigwood, is that right?—A. I believe it is right. I think they are adjacent to 
Collingwood, the two villages. 

Q. Who is that district superintendent, Mr. McFarlane?—A. Mr. A. T. Smith, if 
I recollect. 

Q. Do you know anything about the allegation here that the Bell Company sent 
canvassers in to canvass over the territory ?—A. I think it is quite possible. 

Q. What would they canvass for, for individual subscribers?—A. In some cases, 
and in other cases they would canvass for the poles, or for a bonus to warrant the open- 
ing of a small country office. 

Q. You had had no line in that district ee apparently ?—A. Not close to there. 
We looped down from some point near Collingwood. 

Q. When did this occur? I do not think Mr. W. H. Hamilton, the writer of the 
letter, gives the date. When was that extension made to Nottawa and Duntroon?—A. 
It appears to me to be about three or four years ago. Possibly it may not have been as 
long as that, but it seems so. 

Q. You think within the last three or four years?—A. I think so. 

Q. Did you make any effort to obtain subscribers from rural stations apart from 
establishing the two pay stations?—A. I do not think there was any. 

_Q. You did not do there as you did in the Niagara district, give a telephone service 
at $15 for each house?—A. I could not say, but I think it was simply a matter of 
getting these two villages connected up to: the long-distance system. 

Q. Would you dispute what Mr. Hamilton gives as your reason for taking that 
action, of extending your toll line to Duntroon and Nottawa, that it was for the pur- 
pose of heading off the competition of this local company ’—A. I think it is quite pos- 
sible that we saw an announcement in the press that there was a movement on foot 
to have a telephone service, and we went there and supplied it as far as we could. 

Q. According to Mr. Hamilton there was a discussion among all these people as to 
the advisability of having in addition to the pay stations which you have given, farmers’ 
_ lines with their own telephones?—A. The only intimation that I have had is what is 

contained in Mr. Hamilton’s letter. 

Q. Was it contained in Mr. Hamilton’s letter? Well, as a matter of policy, is there 
any reason why it would not pay your company as it has in the Niagara district? I 
suppose the Niagara venture is a satisfactory one?—A. I should say it is not. 

Q. It is not?—A. No. 

Q. Why ?—A. They give too great an area for the amount of rentals. They cover 
too great an area. 

Q. That is your subscribers in that district are enabled to communicate for too 
lengthy a distance?—A. Too long a distance, too large a number of centrals. 

Q. Do you keep your books so that you can determine whether a particular venture 
of that kind is profitable or not?—A. Generally speaking, I think we could. 

Q. If $15 does not pay you in the Niagara district, how much do you think would 
pay you? 
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Fd 
By the Chairman: 


Q. The rates are not limited to $15 there. Mr. Sise spoke of them as ranging from 
$15 to $25?—A. Dependent upon the class of instruments and the exchange they con- 
nécted into. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. $15 is the cheapest ?—A. $15 is the cheapest. 

Q. Well, the difference that was spoken of by Mr. Sise, I think was, that there was 
an additional sum charged for connecting with the local exchange at St. Catharines, 
or possibly Welland was the possible objective point?—A. St. Catharines only. It has 
a large exchange. 

Q. And what was the additional fee you had 2—A. 5 cents per call. 
| Q. 5 cents per call?—A. Or that could be commuted by the subscriber on paying 
$25 per annum, a flat rate which entitled him, in addition to the farmers’ line service, 
to the St. Catharines exchange service. 

Q. He virtually got a free local exchange at St. Catharines as well?—A. Exactly. 

Q. And that might be at his option, a flat rate of $10 per annum?—A. In addition 
to the $15. 

Q. Well, were there any subscribers in the Niagara district, who, without having 
any of the facilities of the St. Catharines exchange were charged more than $15%— 
A. I know of no rural lines that were charged more than $15. 

Q. You said something about the class of service and the class of instrument, 
was there any higher charge for a long distance line or were they all supplied with 
long distance transmitters?—A. I could not say as to that without referring to the 
tariff. 

Q. Well, is there any other place in the province of Ontario in which you have in 
any way fostered or assisted in the formation of local lines or in the construction of 
lines by independent comyanies?—A. I can not recall any just at the moment. Al- 
though we have a number of connections, I cannot recall them very well, but we have 
quite a number of connecting places. 

-Q. We have a list of the companies that you connect with but I do not recall 
any in the 2—A. There is one that I think of in the northern part of Ontario. 

Q. There is one near Manitoulin Island?—A. No, near Wiarton, that goes into 
our Wiarton exchange. 

Q. Yes?—A. It extends from Lion’s Head. The proprietor is Mr. Gillies. 

Q. Yes, we have got Mr. Gillies’ agreement here. What was the history of Mr. 
Gillies’ line? Did he build before getting the right to connect with your line?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. That was a sort of local enterprise called for by remoteness, I suppose?—A. 
And the fact that we were not operating in that territory. 

Q. And you connected with Mr. Gillies line at the Wiarton exchange ?—-A. Yes, 


sir, 7 
-Q. Well, why did you not do that in the case of Hamilton? I do not mean Hamil- 
ton city but Mr. Hamilton?—A. Mr. Hamilton? 

Q. Mr. Hamilton who wrote that letter. Could not the same thing have been 
done in his case?—A. Possibly it could. 

Q. Instead of your opening two local exchanges?—A. I do not know whether sur 
people saw Mr. Hamilton or the parties interested in that project at all at that time, 
or not. They may have done it and may not have been able to arrange terms. 

Q. Can you speak as to the poliey of the company? Mr. Sise has told us that the 
Gillies agreement is a form of agreement that, with local variations, is the one com- 
monly in use. Is there any reason why you should not at Nottawa or Duntroon 
have allowed a local company to connect with your line upon similar terms to those 
given Mr. Gillies?—A. None whatever as long as they are non-competitive and do not 
operate in territory that we operate in. 
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Q. That is what I want to find out, Mr. McFarlane, just exactly what are the ele- 
ments of what you regard as competition? From some answers of Mr. Sise I thought 
that he meant only long distance competition. Would you object to another company, 
A. Decidedly. ; 

Q. And you would not want to make connection with them at all?—A. No, sir. 

Q. What is the reason? I suppose you have some good reason for it or you would 
not make such rule?—A. Taking the position at the beginning, an individual might 
want to connect wth us instead of a company. 

Q. Yes?—A. He buys his telephone, he builds his own line and he connects on to 
our exchange under an arrangement. What is there to prevent every other person in 
the community doing the same thing, reaching our central and putting us out of 
business? We are an operating company, we are there to operate and if we did that 
we might as well abandon the field to a local company, or the local individual who has 
formed this little concern to run their own telephones. It is not the policy of this 
company. 

Q. Well, supposing that is so? Take the case of the individual, I suppose no 
individual would suggest that unless it were one that you were not giving a service 
to? For some reason or other you have an exchange and you do not connect with 
with some person and he proposes to do it at his own expense, putting in his own 
instrument, or would you expect him to pay? I suppose there is no reason why he 
should not be taken in the same as anybody else?—A. It would be folly to expect any- 
body to do that. They would not provide the apparatus themselves and keep it in 
order and pay us for it at the same time the interest, operating charges and repairs. 

Q. What is your position? You decline to allow him to connect with you 
upon any terms, do you not?—A. On rental terms we let him connect. If he takes 
our instruments and pays for them. 

Q. Why should he take your instruments if he is willing to pay the same rate 
as anybody else —A. Well, I do not think there is anybody that I ever knew who 
would pay the same amount as. anybody else and furnish all the apparatus and keep 
it in repair himself, 

Q. Supposing instead of one individual, a company came to you and said : ‘We 
have 100 subscribers in a village and we wish to connect with your line, will you do 
it, and upon what terms ?’ You say that you will if they are not competitors ?—A. 
Not if we have 100 telephones also in the same village. 

Q. We have understood here there is a place in the province of Quebec, Harriets- 
ville, where it is said you have—— 

Mr. Brererron.—Waterville. They have got 3 and the other company 17. 

A. That was the condition a number of years ago. That condition, I under- 
stand, is considerably changed. 


’ By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. I think we had that testimony here the other day.—A. In reference to a tele- 
phone being put in two years ago in the railway station. 
Q. Yes.—A. They were speaking of that time. That is a competitive company. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. That is a comvetitive company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You would not accept their business on any terms ?—A. Not in that exchange. 

Q. Not in that exchange? Well, how else would you accept it? You would allow 
them, I suppose, to go to a public pay station and send messages along like anybody 
else does ?—A. Exactly. 

Q. Why should you not accept it upon the same terms ? Do you say it is reason- 
able to ask them to pay the same rental as your subscribers are paying in addition to 
their local rate? Why not allow them to be connected on paying a sum less than that? 
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_A. Because it would build up a competitor and finally would possibly put us out of 
business. , 

| Q. Well, have you confined your connections to a company that was not a local 
competitor with you 2A. We have confined our connections to companies that were 
not local competitors. 

Q. Have you not refused connections to companies that were not locally compet- 
ing with you at all ?—A. If they would not conform to the propositions that we made 
to them. In some cases there are propositions made that they would restrict them- 
selves to certain territory and not connect with other companies. 

Q. Yes, that seems to have been the stumbling-block in a number of cases? We 
have some cases of that kind, I think. Look at page 239. We will just see what the 
elements of them are. I have been trying to make them out from the papers and evi- 
dence here, and I will be glad if you will make it a little more clear. Now, the agree- 
ment at page 239 refers to the Beauce Company. It is introduced by the evidence of 
Dr. Demers in the first place, and the agreement itself is printed at the bottom of 
page 238. But later on we got from Mr. Sise the full correspondence with the 
Beauce Company, and that is printed at page 501, the same agreement, apparently. I 
did not examine it very closely. Now that was an agreement that never was executed, 
apparently. It was a draft agreement proposed by you and the negotiations follow 
here, and unless it has been terminated since?—A. It is still in tnat condition. 

Q. Still pending ?—A. Still pending. | 

Q. In the second paragraph of that agreement, of the draft I should say, it was 
provided that it, that is the Beauce Company, ‘ will not connect directly or indirectly, 
or allow to be connected, its lines and apparatus with the lines of other companies or 
persons, without the consent’ of the Bell Company, and will sever and disconnect the 
lines of any company or person now connnecting before this agreement becomes opera- 
tive’ It was introduced in the evidence of Dr. Demers because that gentleman was 
speaking as an officer of the Bellechasse Company, which I understand operates lines 
further east, and he wanted to make connection with the lines of the Beauce Com- 
pany. He was told by the Beauce people that because of these clauses in their bind- 
ing agreement with you, the draft which was then under consideration, they would not 
be able to make connection with him. I suppose that would be so, would it not? 
You would not have allowed a connection between the Beauce Company and the Belle- 
chasse Company if this agreement had been completed ?—A. Well, I will correct the 
statement as soon as you have finished your question. 

Q. I have finisned that part of the question, Mr. McFarlane.—A. In reference to the 
Beauce Company’s contract, Senator Boldue called at my office and informed me that 
his company, that is the Beauce Company, desired to have connection with the Bell 
Telephone Company ; that they then had connection with the Bellechasse Company at 
or near St. Mary’s, in the county of Beauce; that the service was most unsatisfactory ; 
ihat they had been informed that they would have Quebec connection and a lot of other 
things which had not been carried out. 

Q. That is the Bellechasse Company ?—A. The Bellechasse Company ; that the 
people were not satisfied and that as the contract with the Bellechasse Company was 
about to terminate they would be glad to make connection with us. I pointed out to 
him at that meeting that we did not care to connect with this company because he was 
already connected with a company which was competing with us at Lévis and some 
other places in the province of Quebec. 

Q. Who are you speaking of now 2—A. Senator Bolduc, who was a member of the 
Beauce Telephone Company, a shareholder and possible—— 

Q. Was the Beauce Company connected with Lévis? 

Mr. Bercrron.—No, no; the Bellechasse. 

A. It was connected with the Bellechasse Company which had a line running to 
Lévis and other points eastward, and they have been in operation for some time, the 

-two companies, and the Beauce Company was not getting satisfactory results. 
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Q. They exchanged business?—A. Exchanged business. They wanted to cut away 
from the Bellechasse Company and they wanted us to give a service. He suggested 
some such arrangement as this referred to in this agreement. 

Q. Then the point where the Beauce Company and the Bellechasse connected was 
at Ste. Marie Beauce? Is taat the right name of it?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the correspondence between you was printed here, following this agree- 
ment, at pages 504, 505 and at page 506 of the evidence? And at page 506, Exhibit 
121 G, is a letter which Mr. St. George Lemoine, secretary-treasurer of the Beauce 
Telephone Company, wrote to you, as follows :— 

‘Dear Sir,—Your memorandum of propositions for,arrangements with our company 
in Beauce county has been taken into consideration by our directors who have come to 
the conclusion that great many objections were against giving up Ste. Marie 
Beauce. For that reason we would ask you if you would be disposed to give us Ste. 
Marie Beauce as well as St. Joseph, Beauceville, St. George, and let us know what 
amount of indemnity per year you would ask for it. All the other parts of the con- 
tract seem to be mostly all acceptable.’ On January the 5th, 1905, you replied as fol- 
lows: 

‘Dear Sir,—We regret to learn from your letter of December 28th that your direc. 
tors object to dividing up the exchange territory, giving your company offices south of 
Ste. Marie Beauce and our company the office of Ste. Marie Beauce. We do not see any 
other way of arriving at an amicable and non-competitive arrangement, but would be 
pleased to receive any suggestions you may have to offer us as an alternative. 

‘We presented to our company your suggestion to give your coimpany Ste. Marie 
Beauce exchange as well as the others, but as we will neither lease nor sell such prop- 
erty we must decline to entertain this proposition.’ That is your letter to Mr. Le- 
moine. Now, had that anything to do with the connectien with the Bellechasse Com- 
pany ?—A. It had nothing whatever to do with it except that if we had obtained the 
business from the Beauce Company there we would have been immediately subjected 
to competition. The Bellechasse Company had already a line there and would probably 
have opened an exchange. . 

Q@. You wished to have Ste-Marie Beauce exchange handed to the Bell Telephone 
Company ’—A. There are two exchanges, one operated by the Bell ‘i'elephone Com- 
pany, the other operated by the Beauce Company. ‘They are in competition with 
largely the same subscribers. We had the same conditions at St. George, Beauceville, 
St Francois and one or two other places in that district and we wanted practically 
au. exchange of territory whereby they would operate in the lower part of the county 
ot Beauce and we would operate in Ste-Marie. That would be the dividing line tor 
the two companies, that would result in a non-competitive arrangement and give the 
people the whole of the service through one switchboard in each town. 

Q. You would close up one of the Ste-Marie offices and you would take it? You 
would close up one exchange at St. George and A. And give it to them. 

Q. They would take it and in this way it was supposed to make a division ?—A. 
Instead of having two exchanges in each place there would be just the one exchange. 

Q. That is what the correspondent has reference to?—A. That is what it has 
reference to. 

Q. So far the two companies are not agreed?—A. Nothing further has been done. 

Q. Then as a consequence if that had been carried out you would have to cut the 
connection with the Bellechasse Company at Ste-Marie office?—A. We would have had 
nothing to do with that. Senator Bolduc, I think it was, assured me they would tak2 
eare of that and would have the Bellechasse line itself disconnected before we connecte.l 
ours. That was a matter of arrangement between them. 

Q. But it was one of tne terms proposed ?—A. Well, it was one of the propositions. 

Q. If I understand the result of what you have said, there are two fundamentai 
propositions in your negotiations with these smaller companies. You would not permit 
them to engage in competition in long-distance business and connect with them, I 
mean ?—A. Yes. 
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Q. Of course they can do what they like without connecting with you? In the 
local business they must divide the territory?—A. Yes, sir. 

_ Q. And not compete in the same territory with you?~—A. That is practically our 
agreement. 

Q. And subject to these two conditions you were quite willing to conduct with 
any local company, is that correct 7—A. Yes, sir: 

Q. Well, do you agree with what Mr. Sise says that the Bell Telephone Company 
has not at present the capital required to develop in all directions in the Dominion 
and that the company as a matter of ordinary business policy would prefer to accom- 
modate the larger centres of pepulation?—A. I think it would be a proper policy to 
follow that out because the larger population require the telephone probably to a larger 
degree than the smaller one, as evidenced by the fact that the larger populations were 
the first to use tae telephone and make greater use of it than the smaller population. 

Q. I suppose it does pay. The business given to you by the local companies is pro- 
fitable if you are not, as you say, building up a rival business by exchanging with 
-them? It is an advantage to your long-distance lines to have the local company con- 
nected and bringing business to it?—A. It certainly is. 

Q. How is it, or can you give any reason why, so many of these companies have 
sprung up in the province of Quebec, and particularly in the eastern part of it, and that 
you have had so little development of that kind in the province of Ontario?—A. As 
1 matter of fact these little companies have been springing up since 1885 all over the 
country. They are of mushroom growth and last a few years and then go out of exist- 
ence because they are not carried on on good business principles. If some of them 
do» not improve their conditions at present they will meet the same fate. 

Q. Well, we have not heard of any companies that have failed except where the 
Bell Telephone Company have bought them up?—A. That is where they failed. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I fancy the number of independent telephones is a little on the increase ¢—A. 
No doubt, Mr. Chairman, it is, and the people are wakening up to the necessity and 
the value of the telephone, a thing which we have been preaching to them for years. 

Q. You charge too much for your sermons to the farmers. Just on that point I 
would like to know what are the lowest rates for farmers for rural telephone party lines? 
—A. The lowest rate we quote, sir, is $15 a year. 

Q. There are a great many of these small companies who are giving their tele- 
phone service at much less rates. We had some very interesting evidence from Mr. Fox, 
of Prince Edward county. He is getting a system of considerable extent which has 
been going on for some years now. I think he told us he was making money at $10?’— 
A. His system connects with the Bell. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. What do you say as to that? I was going to ask you what the chairman has 
implied. Can you supply to the rural community in any way, either by party line or 
by some other method not too expensive as the lines which are in use in the larger ex- 
changes, can you supply to these people a service at less than $15 a year?—A. I should 
say not, sir. If the co-operative companies or the farmers’ companies can do it, I think 
we should leave the field to them. 

Q. Well, that is a second branch of the question. If you can not do it, and do not 
want to do it, is there not a field for companies which can do it—a company which pro- 
poses to give a service in the less expensive way than you require?—A. Precisely, if 
their subscribers and the public will put up with the kind of service they furnish. 

Q. What is the objection to the kind of service they furnish?—A. One objection is 
that they as a rule do not go to any expense to maintain their lines and, Mr. Chairman, 
it costs money to maintain a telephone line and to keep it in good running order every 
- day of the year. 

Q. Well, maintaining a line is simply keeping it up in the air? Is it not? It does 
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not cig anything else to maintain it?—A. Yes, sir, there is a good deal more re- 
quired. 

Q. What?—A. If the line is a metallic circuit line it should be gone over at least 
every year to clear the wires off the trees, to free them from the trees or other obstruc- 
tions, because unless you have an absolutely clear line you do not get good talking. 
Then the poles rot and there are storms of snow and sleet which break the poles and 
the wires also get broken. 

Q. We have been assuming that the line would have to be kept up. That is what 
I meant by keeping it up in the air. The wires have got to be connected and broken 
poles have got to be replaced, but so long as it is in the air the only care apparently is 
to keep it from contact with obstructions?--A. And also to care for the instruments. 

Q. Now what care do you give to the instruments in a subscriber’s house?—A. 
Each subscriber’s instrument is supposed to be inspected three or four times every 
year. The man who does his work properly will thoroughly inspect the wires leading 
to and inside the house upon the system, to see that no wires have been broken, and he 
must see that they are repaired and the instruments and batteries are put and kept in 
good order. 

Q. With a good instrument to start with, three or four inspections of each instru- 
ment to the year would be enough?—A. I speak now of inspections; in addition to that 
there is the quick repair necessary at times. | 

Q. You find it necessary to make repairs at once?—-A. That is the most expensive 
of all, as a rule, because in the rural districts you may have to send a man 50 or 100 
miles. We usually find that a man who wants a telephone from the Bell Company 
wants to have it put in repair at once if anything goes wrong. 

Q. It is unusual to have lines of this class 50 or 100 miles long. They are mostly 
short lines?—A. I am speaking of where the inspector is located who has charge of 
them. Take the case of Richmond. The inspector located at the nearest point is at 
Sherbrooke. He has to travel by rail to Richmond and then he may have to drive 10 or 
15 miles to reach the party whose ’phone is out of order. That is not an unusual con- 
dition. . 

Q. Take the Niagara lines, the Grimsby and Pelham system. How many men do 
you keep and where do you keep them for the inspection of the line in the vicinity of 
St. Catharines?—A. I think the conditions there would be the same as elsewhere. There 
is practically an inspector for about every 200 telephones. 

Q. How many telephones are there in that district ? We have the figures some- 
where but I cannot lay my hands on them. One man will take care of about 200 tele- 
pnones ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And all the line in connection with them ?—A. Yes. 

Q. So that a local company of that sort, not having more than 200 subscribers, 
could be kept in repair by one man ?—A. Yes. 

Q. He would require to be, I suppose, fairly expert ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any knowledge as to the cost of telephones or the service in other 
countries ? For instance we have had a discussion here as to the efficiency of the 
service in Great Britain as compared with the service here, and the cost of it. Mr. 
Sise had not himself very much personal krcowledge of it. Have you ?—A. No, sir, 
I have never been in Europe. I am a Canadian. 

Q. We have a number of towns and cities in one of the statements furnished by 
your company, at page 666. An examination of that statement shows that there is 
a large number of small places in which a very small number of telephones are in use. 
Will you look at Iroquois, for instance. I have not the population of it ‘ere, but it 
is quite a considerable sized town. It has five telephones. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I am informed the population is about 1,100. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. The smallest among the list of large places are some towns in Quebec. Do 


you know Henriville?—A. It is just south of St. Johns, Quebec. 
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Q. It has a population of 800, with one telephone in it. So that apparently you 
reach the town.—A. We reach the town. It is a small town, very compactly built, if 
I recollect aright. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. It has a toll box ?~A. It is a toll station. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: | 


Q. Isn’t that your policy, to have a toll station only in these very small places \ 
—A. Not altogether, sir. The facts of the matter are that in a number of places we 
went in with the object of putting in an exchange as well as a toll station, and we 
found that the people had such little use for that, that after the exchanges had been in 
operation for a few years they gradually dwindled away. A man would sooner walk 
to the Bell office and telephone from there, and he thought it was not worth while 
to keep the instrument. ’ 

Q. Could you give a list of the places that ‘nave thrown out telephones @-A, No, 
I cannot at the moment recall any. But with reference to Iroquois which has been 
spoken of, I think we had as many telephones to start with as we have now. It is 
a sleepy little place. There does not seem to be much business doing and the people 
do not seem to require telephones. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Don’t the company make efforts to nave one telephone in all these small places, 
a pay telephone ?—A. Yes, in a great many cases they ask us to put in a system and 
they will put up a certain number of subscribers. They know they don’t want the 
telephone but they do it to entice us there. After we put our money in, in two or 
three years they will tell us they don’t want the telephone. 

Q. A toll telephone ?—A. We never withdraw the toll station. 

Q. Don’t they make efforts to have one put in when you don’t offer one 2? Don’t 
they beg you to put a toll telephone there and make offers to you ?_A, Yes, we con- 
stantly receive such proposals. 

Q. I have heard of such cases in Beauharnois where tney went down and begged 
for telephones for two or three different parishes, such as St. Stanislas de Kostka and 
St. Etienne.—A. We are constantly extending our business in that way by putting . 
in toll stations, which apparently answer all the purposes of the immediate vicinity. 

Mr. Bercrron.—l think that is the answer to your question, Mr. Zimmerman. 

Mr. ZrimmMerMaN.—Tne matter came to my notice in Grenville a few days ago. I 
was out for a drive. One of the farmers said, ‘I see you are on the Telephone Com- 
mittee” I said, ‘Yes.’ He said, ‘It would be very convenient for us to get a little 
better telephone connection. There are two villages close together, half a mile apart, 
Grenville and Bullock’s Corners. There is only one telephone for the two places and 
for the whole surrounding country.’ So that, apparently the policy of the company is 
to just put one telephone into these small towns, and if the people—— 

The CHAIRMAN.—To occupy the territory—to hold the territory. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.— Yes. 

Mr. Brerceron.—What is the object, I do not quite see ? 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—They will hold the territory in the meantime, at any rate. 

The CuairMAN.—If the territory was wholly without telcphone facilities and the 
Bell Company would not go tothe rescue, perhaps some local or other company would 
supply the needs of the community. 

Mr. Bercrron.—The telephones which are asked for in the parishes in Beauhar- 
nois of which I spoke, were not wanted for the villages themselves but to reach the 
surrounding towns and: other places, to reach Valleyfield or Beaunarnois, the large 
centres in that county. They would also telephone to Montreal or even to Quebec 
if they wanted to. But they don’t care about having private telephones. It would 
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not amount to anything to them even at the low price of—I think the price is $15 
a year. 

The Wirness.—About that—$15 to $20. 

Mr. Bercrron.—I think it is $15 in Beauharnois. It is more than an ordinary 
place. It is a town, so I am trying to find out what would be the object of having 
telephones there. I think it would be for the purpose of telephoning to outside points. 
I know personally that the company is not at all anxious to go there. They have been 
urging that the Bell Company should go in for the past three years but they do not 
care about it. They had to put up poles and expend a certain amount of money, 
and they had to do the same thing in other places. It is not on their line and they 
had to run a branch out about nine miles and put up poles and wires. 

Mr. ZIMMERMAN.—What I cannot understand, is why the people in the United 
States find so much more use for the telephones than they do in Canada. There must 
be some reason for it. Take Onio. There is one telephone there to every 15 of the 
population; and take Indiana—there is one telephone to every 12 of the population. 

Mr. Berceron.—What do they pay for them. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—I do not know. If they pay as much as we do there must be a 
very strong reason for that. If they get it very cheap the reason may be similar. There 
is no doubt in the world that since the independent telephones companies have started 
in the United States it has reduced the price very materially. 

Mr. Berceron.—Competition. 

Mr. ZimMERMAN.— Yes. \ 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. I was going to ask if this is your explanation, doesn’t it point to this, what 
Mr. Bergeron has been saying, is correct to a considerable extent, that the peop'e in 
the small villages do not wish to telephone to one another, and that a pay station 
will answer their desire to communicate with the county town or larger centre ? But 
doesn’t that show that you don’t seem to reach the farming community ? Isn’t it likely 
that the sections five or ten miles away want particularly to get the doctor and do not 
want to have to drive that distance. How is it we don’t find subscribers of that kind 
attached to these small points ?—A. We-have in some cases. I do not know if it is in 
the records—there are some cases submitted—but there are several lines running out 
of Port Perry. 

Q. Tell us what happened at Port Perry.—A. There are two or three private 
lines running out of Port Perry, rural lines. We connect with some of them. I have 
not got the exact figures, but it is just such a case as you spoke of here. 

Q. Is that a recent development ?—A. It is some years ago. 

Q. How many subscribers have they on that line or on those lines, roughly ¢—A, 
There is such a mix up of farmers’ lines in that vicinity that it is absolutely impos- 
sible for anybody to keep track of them. They seem to have spread over all that part 
of middle Ontario. 

Q. The county of Victoria?—A. Victoria and Ontario. In that district we also 
have communication with Dr. Eastwood’s line, a farmer’s line. It has a number of 
telephones on it from Claremont to Brougham, Stouffville, and some other interme- 
diate points. 

Q. Where does it connect with your line ?—A. At Claremont. 

Q. Eastwood’s line connects at different points to the Port Perry connection. I 
suppose it is the same connection ?—A. The business in one part of the county goes to 
one place, and the business from the other part to the other—from the northern part 
ef the county it goes to Port Perry and from the western part to Toronto. 

Q. Upon what terms do they connect with you over such a line as that?—A. It is 
the usual form of contract that I think we have submitted here. 

Q. Something like the Gillies contract?—A. Yes, each party gets their local tolls 
and settles accounts monthly. 
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Q. And any through message that is carried by you, you get paid for what?—A. 

The owner of the line is responsible for any tolls accruing on his line. 
_Q. And the two local tolls make the total amount of the charge?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then in this case it is not a question of obtaining connection with your line 
by payment of a yearly subscription?—A. No, sir, not in this case. 

Q. Well, do you do that anywhere, do you receive and allow to connect with your 
exchange subscribers of any local company upon the payment of a yearly subscrip- 
tion either in bulk for all the subscribers of the other company or so much for each 2 
Would you make an arrangement of that kind?—A. I cannot recall any such case as 
that. 

Q. Have you such a case?—A. I think we have not such a case. 

Q. So far as you recall, these are all cases of toli lines?—A. All cases of toll 
lines, except possibly the case of the Joliette Telephone Company where they have 
communication with our subscribers I think on payment of five cents. 

Q. For each message?—A. Yes. 

Q. May that be commuted for a yearly payment?—A. No sir, there is no arran- 
gement to that effect. 

Q. Would’nt it be a better arrangement if it could be carried out—be more sa- 
tisfactory ?—A. I think we would prefer to charge per message, because then we get 
paid for what we do. 

Q. Could your rates for rural subscribers not be lower upon the same principle 
of making a lower annual fee with a charge per message? That is, a limited service, 
as it is called, I think, in the evidence. Is not the difficulty that many subscribers 
in the smaller towns and in the country think $15 a year is a large amount, for the 
amount of use which they have for a telephone?—A. We had one case something the 
game as you refer to now. That was at Coaticook. There, $12 or $15 was the price. 
We took in a number of farmers’ lines, farmers building and owning the line, and 
supplying their own telephones. We gave them service with the Coaticook exchange 
for an annual payment of $5 per telephone. 

Q. Yes. Well, how did that succeed?—A. Our competitors came along shortly 
afterwards and. offered to do it for nothing and we lost the business. 

Q. Except for that; you were satisfied with that arrangement ¢—A. It-seemend to 
be a fairly satisfactory arrangement. 

Q. They had their own local service among themselves for so much and paid $5 
additional for getting into your exchange?—A. For switching into our Coaticook ex- 
change. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. How long did that arrangement last?—A. Two or three years, I think, if I 
remember. 

Mr. Berceron.—Mr. Chrysler, before you finish, will you ask him if he remem- 
bers anything about the Gillies matter? 

Mr. Curyster.—We have been speaking of ‘that. 

Mr. Bercrron.—Ask if he remembers that Mr. Gillies wanted the Bell to give a 
telephone at his mill and the company wanted $40 a year. 

The Witnr.s.—That was the Wade case. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Do you know about that case?—A. I have seen it in the evidence. 
Mr. Berceron.—I would like to get his explanation of that. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
_ Q. He says on page 340, if you will look, that he had a little company of about 
30 odd telephones for which he is charging $10 a year apiece?—A. It is before that. 
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By Mr. Bergeron: 

Q. Before that where he is asked, ‘tell us your story,’ and he replied :— 

‘A. In 1892 or 1893 I had a son a doctor who started business in Brighton. Of 
course I wanted telephone connection with him. I applied to the Bell agent there in 
tne village to get connection, as their line ran past our house, and the best I could do 
with them was $40 a year. Well, of course, that did not suit me. I went and built 
a line, put it up, and it did not cost me ioe more than that, to connect my house 
with my son and with my son-in-law. 

‘Q. What length of mileage?—A. Three miles. 

‘Q. What did it cost you? A. About $25 a mile.’ 

Q. Do you know about that, Mr. McFarlane, why the company charged $40 a year? 
—A. In this evidence he states that he lives three miles from Brighton, that the line 
runs by his house. I assume that the wire that he has reference to 1s our long dis- 
tance line, and that it would not be available to any subscriber. He wanted us to 
build a line three miles in length and give him telephone service with the Brighton 
exchange—I assume that from his statement—and $40 a year would very likely be 
the cost of that, because there would be an initial charge of probably $20 for a mile 
of line, and the local service, and say $10 a mile for each of the other two additional 
miles, which would make $40 ,for you would have to put up special lines, metallic 
circuits. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. The line is not a line that you could give connection with. It is a through line? 
—A. It is the long-distance line. I assume so, as I do not think we had any subscribers 
in that territory at that time. 

Q. Then you would have had to build from his house to Brighton?—A. To the 
Brighton exchange, a distance of three miles. 

Q. He would just call up to be connected ?—A. ee and he would have had a 
special line for himself. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. He seems to have made a pile of money by that line of his, and possibly you 
were losing money by not going there yourself?—A. Possibly. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. You said you had 2,000 rural telephones. How do you make that computation ? 
It is excluding all the large exchanges, is it?—A. The clerk who made this up was told 
to take in farmers’ or other rural lines outside of exchanges—outside the limits of the 
ordinary exchanges. 

Q. You would include all these single pay stations at the country villages?—A. Not 
at all, I am speaking of paying subscribers. 

Q. Not pay stations?—A. Not pay stations. 

Q. Well, do you know what the rural population in the provinces of Ontario, Que- 
bec and Manitoba is? 

The CHairMAN.—I gave him the figures this morning. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. This, I suppose, is taken from the census—2,493,147, which makes an average 
of about one telephone for every 1,246 people-—A. They also have the advantage of 
using 789 public pay stations. 

Q. Which you think would serve a very large number of these people?—A. It 
undoubtedly does. 

Q. Well, how do you account for the success, then—have you read the evidence of 
Dr. Demers ?—that seems to have been a purely spontaneous thing. And we have had 
several other doctors who have given evidence here of much the same sort. Dr. Demers 
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did not want to go into the telephone business. He was a doctor and wanted a line, 
and when he built a line for his own use his neighbours all wanted lines, and they’ 
came troubling him to have lines built in that part of Quebec. Have you had any 
similar experience with farmers who desire to have lines constructed ?—A. We have done 
very little in that part of the province. We had an exchange at Rimouski. 

Q. What about Demers’ system ?—A. I do not think anybody knows very much » 
about the telephone business who has not been in it at least ten years. 

Q. I am not speaking of the success of the company. I am speaking of the fact 
revealed by the experience of that company and others that there are a large number 
of people who want telephones and are not getting them, and apparently they have not 
been pressing the Bell Company very much or else you would have extended your 
facilities, that is all?—A. I do not think we should be called upon to answer for the 
sins of others. There have been some 100 or odd telephone companies chartered in 
this country, and I do not see why the Bell Company should be blamed. I think we 
have done our share to promote the telephone business in this country. 

Q. Then in that direction you don’t seem to have met the want?—A. There are 100 
other companies. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I understand it to be your contention that your company cannot supply rural 
telephones at lecs rates than you are asking at present ?—A. Not profitably. 

Q. And not being able to do so profitably it is not your policy ¢—A. Except in so 
far as it will aid us to get business indirectly, which is always a good thing to do. 

Q. For the sake of the business itself cannot you establish rural telephones? You 
are not prepared to go into that on a large scale to meet the wants of the 2,000,000 
odd people except at the present rates 2A. I think we are doing all that we can do 
physically and financially, and if we were to supply the demands which you and the 
other gentlemen here speak of, it would need at least another $10,000,000 of capital 
to do it. 

Q. You think also, do you, that local or rural telephone services can be better sup- 
plied by the local people—more cheaply ?—A. I think they can in a great many cases. 

Q. That is the people having the telephone largely under their own control will 
be contented with a species of service that they would not be satisfied with if supplied 
by you?—A. That is the reason why they can do it cheaper. 

Q.,It is no doubt a reason. Do you know Mr. Hoge, the president of the Indepen- 
dent Association of the United States? You are aware there is an association of in- 
dependent telephone companies in the United States?—A. I think there are several. 

Q. There is Mr. Hoge, Mr. J. B. Hoge, I think——A. I have heard of him, but 
I do not know him. 

Q. I may call your attention to an address of his assuming that these statements 
are correct. I am reading now from a paper entitled ‘ Finance’ published in Cleveland, 
and it is the issue of May 20, 1905. Mr. Hoge is here reported to have addressed tha 
people assembled there in regard to the growth of the telephone, and he makes this 
statement that about 1895 the main patents, telephone patents, expired, that up to that 
time there were about 300,000 telephones in the United States—no more. But since 
then, in the ten years between the expiry of those patents and to-day, the number of 
telephones throughout the United States has increased 1,500 per cent. I will read:— 

‘Tn 1895 the situation changed. The basic patents expired, and the long suffering 
public were allowed by their expiration to secure the service for which they had been 
negotiating so many years. The independent companies from the start were successful, 
they worked in most cases far better than those of the Bell Telephone Company. At 
first everyone thought the public would require twice as many telephones as the Bell 
Ccmpany had furnished, but no one anticipated that they would require fifteen times 
asmany. Yet there are fifteen times as many telephones working in the United States 
to-day as there were when the original patents expired, the majority of which are 
connected with the independent systems. In Indiana there are over thirty times as 
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many, and in Ohio, at least twenty-five times as many. Now, think of these percen- 
tages; a growth in two states of twenty-six hundred per cent.’ 

And so on, and the figures laid before us indicate that in the United States to-day 
there is a telephone to every eleven of the population, and in Canada only one for 
something like seventy, assuming our population to be 6,000,000. How many telephones 
do you think there are in operation in Canada outside of yours? You have about 
70,0v0 2—A. 70,000. 

Q. You have about 70,000?—A. About 70,000. 

Q. What proportion is there in addition to those of your company, in a rough 
way ?—A. I should think about 20,000. 

Q. That is just my estimate, that is the amount that has been furnished to me. 
That will make 90,000 altogether as the estimated number of telephones in Canada 
to-day. Since the expiry of these patents since 1894, or 1895, your number has in- 
cieased from 29,000 to 69,000, not a bad increase I will admit, 40,000, a little over 100 
per cent or rather nearly double. But in the same period they have increased 1,500 
per cent. Now how is that. You have been in possession of the field and now you have 
told us that as to nearly one-half the population it will not pay you to put in the tele- 
plone to supply it at a rate that the people seem to be able to pay. Do you not think 
you could have done better than this for the people?—A. The patents in Canada, the 
basic patents were voided about 1885 or 1886, consequently there has been an open field 
since that time. All the answer that I can make to you is that the Bell Telephone 
Company have done everything possible to furnish telephone facilities wherever the 
terms, the physical conditions and the monetary condition would allow. The people 
of the east are less prone to use the telephone than they are in the west. The further 
west you go the more telephone development you will get because the people are perhaps 
more enterprising and more up to date, and when you finally get out to the Pacific 
coast, you will get the best telephone service, that is the greatest proportion of tele- 
phones, according to the number of the population. 

Q. Your company has been given great facilities, the greatest of all facilities in 
Canada, and you have done nothing in the way of your own development. You have 
been at liberty to burrow your way into every municipality and yet here to-day the 
total number of telephones in Canada is only 90,000. Take Ohio, the record of which 
I have before me with a population of 4,151,000 people and it has 301,000 telephones, 
or three times as many telephones ‘hs we have, and its population is only two-thirds 
of that of Canada—aA. I think myself that the telephone conditions in the States 
which you have mentioned are abnormal. At the present time, I understand, in some 
of these cities there are as many as three or four telephonic exchanges in one town, 
there are rate wars—and to use a rather rude expression, it is ‘ dog eat dog’ just now. 
1 don’t know what the outcome will be, but the telephone business has been developed 
most extraordinarily. . 

Q. Do you not think there is another explanation of it; do you not think your 
rates are higher than they are in the States 2—A. I have yet to see that statement 
made. 

Q. Is it the case —A. I should think not, considering the class of service supplied 
by this company, I do not think there is any company in the world that furnishes a 
cheaper service. 

Q. I do not know about the standard, but I think that the statistics will show 
that your rates are slightly higher than in the States. You are aware, I suppose, that 
the company has written off large sums each year for depreciation, all that good busi- 
ness principles seem to call for, and yet has a reserve fund and has increased its plant 
and assets over and above its capital by $2,500,000. Is not their contingent fund 
about $2,500,000 ? 

Mr. CurysitEr.—No, that includes other funds. . 

Q. No, but including all their funds, I do not care whether you call it contingent 
fund or anything alse, they have all their capital and their money borrowed, and in 
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addition to that they have assets of over $2,000,000.—A. Largely owing, I assume, to 
good business management. 

Q. No, it is not quite that. You have taken more than is necessary in rates, if 
you have written off, we must admit that your company is well managed, and we must 
assume that you have written off all that the depreciation calls for, and yet your state- 
ment shows that you have enough assets to meet all your liabilities and something 
like $2,500,000 over. That was made out of the earnings ?—A. Yes, sir, and premiums 
on stock. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 

Q. $479,000 premium on stock ?—A. And premiums on bonds. 

The OHAIRMAN.—I have the statement here, the balance sheet for December 31, 
1904. It shows stock capital, stock account, $7,916,960; bond account, $2,000,000 ; 
contingent fund, 1903, $1,316,170.24; add premium on stock, $479,240; add from rev- 
enue acébunt, $50,000. Now that sheet, you may call it liabilities, what is owing for 
stock and bonds, including premiums, and add that together and you make 
up by adding revenue account, unearned rental reserve, insurance reserve, accident 
ceserve, bond interest reserve, and sundry creditors, a total of $12,849,512.35. And 
all these items, these different items, are practically part of the contingent fund. You 
would have to add to that $1,316,170.24, $50,000 from revenue account, which is going 
to be put in the contingent funda, you would add to it the insurance reserve, $200,- 
000, and the accident reserve, $100,000, and these will make the contingent fund at 
least $1,600,000; that is all earned out of revenue ?—A. It is necessary in our busi- 
ness to keep a substantial contingent fund. The changes are so rapid, they still con- 
tinue so frequent in the business that it is necessary to have a fund to fall back upon. 

Q. Your attention being called to these accumulations, amounting to over $1,500,- 
000, over and above all outgoings, dividends, &¢., do you not think you could lower 
your rates so as to serve the people that you do not now serve ?—A. I do not think so, 

Q. Well, are you going on to add to that contingent fund ? When will you stop 
adding to it ?—A. When the business stops growing; it is growing all the time, and 
growing fast. Every subscriber we put on means additional capital, we do not get 
enough out of our subscribers to meet that demand. Every additional dollar in the 
business means additional hazard, and it has to be,protected. 

Q. Then your policy is to make extensions out of earnings and not out of addi- 
tional capital ?—A. I beg pardon, I said we had to get additional capital for each. 
additional subscriber. Every time a new subscriber comes in we have to get addi- 
tional capital to put his line in, and when we cease to have new business we will cease 
to need additional capital. 

The CHAIRMAN.—What is this down at the bottom, contingent fund $1,800,000 2 

Mr. Curyster.—lIt is all credited in the first half of the page. 

The CuatrrMaAN.—What is the surplus there ? 

Mr. Curyster—The surplus is shown by deducting the par vaiue of the stock 
and bonds which shows a surplus of $2,500,000. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. It shows a surplus of $2,500,000 above the capital of $7,900,000. How was 
that surplus acquired ?—A. I have no general access to the books of the company, and 
I am not a director, I do not know what they do at the directors’ meeting, I do not 
* know how they provide for the reserves or contingent fund. 

Q. I suppose it will have to be acquired from the earnings of the company ?— 
A. Certainly. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Except, as Mr. Macfarlane says the premiums on stock for additional. capital. 
—A. And bonds. 
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The Cuamman.—Certainly, the premiums are actually stock. It is only in the 
name.—A. Yes. . 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. You think it is necessary to have a large contingent fund ? Mr. Sise made a 
statement here the other day that the plant of the Bell Telephone Company has been 
renewed at least four times, I think it was, possibly four or five times, since it first 
began business in Canada. That has all been paid for out of the earnings as well, I 
presume ’—A. Renewals have been paid out of earings, necessarily so. We shall im- 
mediately, or very shortly, have to abandon three or four of our very large switchboards 
in Montreal, which will put a very large hole in the earnings. 

Q. In the earnings or in the contingent fund ?—A. Well, wherever it comes out of. 
It has to be taken care of and these switchboards have to be put out of use long before 
they are worn out, they are obsolete, simply because there is something better in the 
market. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Have you ever tried the automatic ea aihdaril ¢—A. Well, my experience 
with the automatic switchboard, known as the Strowger automatic Sh hoerd, is not 
of very recent date. Some twelve or fifteen years ago it was introduced into Canada 
and put in operation at Terrebonne, in Quebec, and I think in Mitchell and one or 
two other places in Ontario. It proved a failure. I saw something of it at that time. 

Q. This was ten or twelve years ago ?—A. And then some of the companies waich 
took it up went out of existence. Later on some promoters attempted to exploit it and 
they got some plant over from the United States to Toronto and endeavoured to in- 
terest the local people. I visited their exhibition, the apparatus that they had in To- 
ronto, and I saw it in operation there. They did not succeed, and they took it back 
to the United States or disposed of it in some way. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. Was that tne Lorimer system ¢—A. No, sir, it was the Strowger. 

Q. Have you visited any places in the United States where the automatic system 
is in working order, lately 7A. Some three or four years ago I visited a town called 
Picqua, Ohio. I was led to believe from information given me that there was an 
automatic service there known as the Lorimer system. When I arrived in town I found 
that they had an exhibition plant in the top story of a factory in that town, and the 
experts told us that the battery was out of order and that the system was not working 
properly, so that we did not get a very good impression of the apparatus at that time. 
They said they were making improvements on it. 

Q. That was the Lorimer system ?—A. Tine Lorimer system. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Was it installed then ?—A. Yes, it was installed in the factory. 

Q. There is an automatic system called the Strowger in operation in New Bruns- 
wick ?—A. I have seen it so stated in evidence, but I have not seen it. 

Q. You have not had an opportunity of studying it ?~A. I have not had an op- 
portunity of studying it because I have not been in New Brunswick. 

Q. There is one being installed in Toronto Junction, I understand ?—A. I under- 
stand they are putting one in operation there , but I do not know whether it is in use 
there or not. 

Q. You are not prepared to give any information as to the merits of the auto- 
matic ?—A. Not at the present time. 

Q. If it is a success it will save you from a great many worries with the plant 
that has been spoken of ?—A. Until something else takes its place, I understand that 
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there are some rumours of a semi-automatic and semi-manual system now, so that we 
are as far away from a finality as ever. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Do all applications no matter from what part of the Dominion for extensions 
of the system, come before you ?—A. No, sir. But if it is an extension taat involves 
an expenditure of a sum exceeding $300, that has to be done by requisition. It has to 
go through me to the president and directors. 

Q. Have you any recollection of an application quite recently for an extension 
of your system from Minnedosa on the Canadian Pacific Railway to a point called 
Clan William, a distance of eignt miles?—A. Is Hamiota one of the places it runs 
through ? 

Q. No, that is on the Great North-western Central trunk line. This is on the 
Yorkton branch, which runs out on the Canadian Pacific Railway to Neepawa. Your 
long-distance line runs to Minnedosa, and you have a local service there as well. Ap- 
plication has recently been made to your company for an extension up to Olan William, 
a new town on the Canadian Northern?—A. I cannot recall that particular case, but 
we have before us now some 40 or 50 applications for extensions of lines in Manitoba 
which will require attention this year. I cannot, however, recall this particular one. 
there have been so many. I know that there are applications from Hamiota and Rapid 
City, but not many from Minnedosa yet that I recall. 

Q. You cannot say on what principle you make the extensions into a town like 
that?—A. In Manitoba we have been making extensions on its merits, we have gone 
over the ground and have had the reports of our inspector, and if the business warrant 
it we make the extension. 

Q. You do not want a certain number of subscribers in advance?—A. I am speak- 
ing of long-distance lines. If you want to speak of local exchanges, the same as at 
Portage la Prairie, it will be the same for the same service as at Portage la Prairie, 
where we charge $30 a year, and for farmer we give him the $30 rate and we allow him 
for one mile of wire, that is 10 telephones within 10 miles, and we will give him the 
same price and the same service. The same thing will apply at Minnedosa except that 
the rates are lower. 

Q. This connection is from town to town, a distance of eight miles, and I under- 
stand that you require a certain number of subscribers there, either on the way or in 
the village at so much a subscriber before you will construct this line?—A. We usually 
say that we want one subscriber per mile, that is, they do not need to be located one 
mile apart, but in ten miles we will need ten subscribers. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. What is the policy of the company with respect to connections with rural tele- 
phones where you are asked for connections?—A. If the company cannot build it them- 
selves, if they are not ir a position to go ahead with the work, they are quite willing to 
aid and help those that want connection to provide the line. 

Q. I do not know that I made myself clear. But a rural or independent system that 
is in existence and it wants connection with the trunk lines of your system; what is the 
policy of the company in that case?—A. We try to set forth this in our contract; take 
for instance the contract with Mr. Gillies, which is on file here, we set forth that we 
agree, as we do with that gentleman, to connect his wire with our exchange, and charge 
tolls for our service, and for his service, that is the local rate will apply. 

Q. Have there not been difficulties with local or independent companies with regard 
to making these arrangements?—A. There have been difficulties where the company 
would not want to be restrained by the regulations of our company in regard to the ser- 
vice or territory to be occupied. They might, for instance, want to come into a town 
that we are connected with, and compete with us for the local exchange service. But 
if they are in another town where we are not operating we will make arrangements with 
them. 
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Q. Take the case when they want to have a local exchange connected with your 
long-distance. Is there any objection to making that connection?—A. No, we have 
more than 30 or 40 companies with whom we give connection now. 

Q. Can you mention any case where that has been refused?—A. You mean non- 
competitive systems ? 

Q. I mean non-competitive systems?—A. I cannot recall any except in cases where 
we could not get a good service. 

Q. Just give us the condition on which you will allow connection?—A. We shall 
allow them to use instruments and to connect with our line—— 

Q. Then there is supervision?—A. On condition that they must agree to keep their 
wire in good order, and on condition that they must agree to make monthly returns of 
the business exchanged between the two companies, and not compete with us in territory 
which we occupy. ) 

Q. Then if these companies or systems are willing to conform to those conditions 
there is no difficulty about making arrangements with your company’?—A. There is one 
condition that we make, and we make it for their protection as well as for our own, and 
that is that thése companies shall not connect with other companies without our consent, 
because these other companies with which they connect may perhaps on the far end of 
their line work around and come into our territory and make competition for us. So 
we ask that there shall be no connection with other companies unless with our consent. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. So that in towns where there are companies operating in competition with 
your own you could not give them connections with your long distance lines?—A. It 
has not been our policy to do so. 


By Mr. Boyce: 

Q. Has it been your policy to open up connection with these local systems as 
much as possible or are you a little phlegmatic about it?—A. I think you will find from 
the contracts that are already filed before the committee, that we have in quite a 
number of cases made such arrangements. I think further you will find that so far 
as those arrangements are concerned, those gentlemen who have made them with us 


find it very satisfactory. 


Q. Is it the policy of your company to stimulate these connections ?—A. It is, 
because it increases our revenue without additional expense. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. There is a local grievance that has been called to my attention by a person in 
my constituency. I understand that you have a telephone system in Uxbridge and 
vicinity ’—A. We have, sir. : 

Q. And that you have also bought or acquired control of small local lines owned 
by Dr. Bascom ?—A. We have a connecting arrangement with a gentleman named Dr. 
Bascom, I think the contract has been submitted and is in the record. 

Q. You do not remember the nature of that contract ?—A. No. All I can say is 
that, generally, they are practically all of the same nature, and the contracts usually 
contain about the same conditions I think, so that one would practically apply to the 
whole. 

Q. Who maintains the Bascom lines?—A. The proprietor will maintain them. 

Q. You will have nothing to do with them?—A. We have nothing to do with 
them. 

Q. The wires are on your poles I am told?—A. That may be provided for in the 
contract, I am not familiar with that detail. 

Q. I am told that these lines run to a number of points outside Uxbridge, and 
that at a number of these points there are signs indicating that they are under the 
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control of the Bell Telephone Company. The complaint that is made is that there 
is one person there whom you will not allow to make use of those lines, that you do 
not serve all the public who are willing to comply with your terms, but that you ac- 
tually exclude one person from the use of your line?—A. I think that is one of the 
best evidences of the inutility of legislation to compel companies to give connection 
with other companies. We have no authority over Dr. Bascom or his lines or his 
doings, but we have to take all the onus if anything goes wrong, as we are doing in 
this case. 

Q. I am not charging you with anything, have you no control over Dr. Bascom 
or his lines?—-A. We have no control whatever, he is quite independent, we have con- 
necting arrangements with him the same as we have with others, but we have no right 
to go into his office and dictate what he should do. 

Q. You do not dictate to him who may or may not be a subscriber on that line ?— 
A. We have nothing to do with it at all, we have simply a working arrangement with 
him. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. You said in answer to a question put to you by Mr. Boyce that in making this 
arrangement with small companies you provide that they should not connect without 
your consent with other companies, and you explain that was for their own protection 
as well as for yours. Is it not true that if you connected with Company “B” and if 
they connected without the knowledge of your company with Company “A” you 
would have absolutely no control over the telephone system of Company “ A”, that is 
as to their arrangements and their mode of operation, yet they would have connection 
with your line?—A. That is why we require a connecting company to get our consent 
before connecting with a third company. : 

Q. So that if you had connection with that kind of company which has a poorer 
service it would get connection with your line?—A. It would, and we would have no 
guarantee as to the tolls or accounting. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Would you let me have a copy of the Bascom agreement?—A. Yes, I will 
zurnish it. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


(). Reference was made to the development in the state of Ohio, is it your ex- 
perience that the telephone development is greater in thickly populated districts ?—A. 
That goes without saying. 

Q. Would that account in any way for the difference in development in the state 
of Ohio which hag a considerably larger number of inhabitants than there is in any 
portion of Canada covered by the Bell’s line?—A. I have no doubt that is an impor- 
tant factor, and one of the great drawbacks that we found in attempting to develop the 
rural districts of Canada is the great distances that have to be overcome. Some time 
ago I was in the town of Waterloo and I endeavoured to induce our agent there to make 
a canvass for a farmers’ line, put he pointed out that each farm was 300 acres out there, 
and if he only got one farmer in ten which is all that you can expect to get, according 
to the average, that would not be a very good paying proposition. The same thing ap- 
ples throughout the country, the farmers are far apart and the cost is therefore exces- 
sive. 

Q. Can you give us comparatively the area of Ohio, and the inhabited portions, 
the settled portions of Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba?—A. I could not give that with- 
out reference to some record. 


Committee adjourned. 
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Fripay, May 26, 1905. 


\ 


The committee met at 10 o’clock, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 


The examination of Mr. L. B. McFaruane was resumed. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. You were asked by Mr. Chrysler yesterday whether there was any other district 
in which rural lines had been developed, with the exception of Niagara. The only other 
place you mentioned, I think, was Dundas. I do not know whether you understood 
the question or not. Will you refer to (Exhibit No. 153) at page 666, where a 
list of exchanges is given, and tell us whether the small exchanges, beginning at page 
668, with 50 and under subscribers, do not represent rural development?—A. I 
intended to have stated, yesterday, that all those small exchanges having 50 subscribers 
or under were practically rural exchanges, inasmuch as they served small communi- 
ties, not only in the villages, but in the districts round those villages; the rural dis- 
tricts round those villages. We have, in Ontario and Quebec and Manitoba, some 416 
party rural lines, either in operation or under construction. This work is being ex- 
tended all the time. In addition to this, we have a large number of country sub- 
scribers connected with other exchanges by direct lines. Beyond this, we are con- 
nected with 42 local companies or telephone associations, which cover a considerable 
territory. We are developing, not only a city, but a suburban and rural telephone busi- 
ness, and already this year we had appropriated a sum exceeding one million and a 
half of dollars for the purpose of enlarging, extending, improving and taking care of 
the new business of the company. 

Q. Could you give us any idea as to what proportion, in a general way, of this 
amount has been appropriated for next year’s development, and will go to the develop- 
ment of the country districts or small exchanges?—A. A very fair proportion of it; 
I cannot give the exact figures. It is divided up into underground work in the cities, 
exchange work overhead, and office equipment, and long-distance line extensions, the 
opening of new exchanges in territory not already occupied by the company. 

Q. These would be largely rural exchanges, I suppose, small exchanges ?—A. 
Largely rural, and building small lines, in extensions or branches for rural service. 

Q. Is it not a fact, Mr. McFarlane, that, outside the underground work and the 
“necessary reconstruction in these large cities, that the company’s efforts are now de- 
voted to developing in new territory, which is largely rural?—A. That portion of the 
work is increasing very rapidly. 

Q. That is all, I think, I have to ask, except to produce a statement asked for by 
the committee, giving the population of a number of cities and the number of tele- 
phones in each?—A. This statement was asked for by the committee, and is now sub- 


mitted. 
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THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA. 


List oF CITIES AND Towns oF OvER 5,000 INHABITANTS. | 


(Supplied by Committee.) 


Number of Telephones in Operation. 


Cities and Towns. 
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Population. 


267,730 
208,040 
68,840 
59,928 
52,634 
42,340 
37,981 
21,192 
17,961 
16,619 
13,993 
12,153 
11,765 
11,496 
11,485 
11,239 
11,055 
10,933 
10,912 
9,981 
9,951 
9,946 
9,747 
9,210 
9,117 
9,068 
8,940 
8,856 
8,833 
8,776 
8,176 
7,866 
7,783 


* Included in Montreal. t Included in Torouto, {¢ No exchange. 


Monrreat, May 25, 1905. 


By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Number of 
elephones on 
March 31, 1905. 


15,934 
13,558 
2,318 
3,168 
2,251 
4,468 
2,043 


707 
621 
150 
715 
648 
509 


Q. Mr. McFarlane, you would hardly consider places like Fergus, Georgetown, 
Mount Forest, and places of that kind as rural districts entirely? Each of these towns 
is capable of supporting fully tne number of telephones that you have there now with- 
out going outside at all?—A. I would not think we operated simply in those towns, 
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but when we are speaking of the Mount Forest exchange we may mean a subscriber who 
is situated ten miles from Mount Forest. He would be considered a Mount Forest 
subscriber, and would get all the benefits of the service locally at Mount Forest. The 
same would apply to Fergus or Guelph or Elora, or any other point in that territory, 
or in any other territory where we operate. 

Q. What are your rates outside a place like Mount Forert?—A. The basis of tae 
rural line rates is generally the business rate in the town they connect with. 

Q. The business rate?—A. The business rate. 

Q. The business rate is higher than the residential rate is it not?—A. Generally 
speaking it is; there are some cases where the rates are flat, low rates. 

Q. So that as a matter of fact you charge the farmer more than you do residences 
in the city or town ?’—A. It is a question in my mind whether the farmer is not a busi- 
ness man. He does business. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. The farmer, as I understand, Mr. McFarlane, has an extra lice running out 
from the town or village?—A. He has in general. Each subscriber is entitled to a 
mile of line. 

Q. So that the expense of maintaining his line and giving him a service is con- 
siderably greater than in the case of a subscriber in the village?—A. It is mucn greater, 
because a farmer’s line has to be taken care of by a man who has to drive to repair the 
line. In addition to the ordinary expenditure there is the expense of a livery, hotel 
bills, and the loss of time spent upon going backwards and forwards, a much greater 
distance than would apply in the case of a city subscriber. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I think you said yesterday that there were some towns in Ohio where there were 
at least four different systems competing with each other? Did I understand you to 
say that?—A. I am not quite positive that it applies to Ohio. I think possibly it ap- 
plies to Iowa. There are such cases that I cannot recall for the moment. 

Q. I was just going to ask you where they are?—A. But I think I can look them 
up and let you have that information if you desire. 

Q. You are not able at this moment to name the places?—A. No, I cannot recall 
the names. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. You say you have 416 party lines?—A. Rural party lines. 

Q. Where are those mostly to be found? You have a list of them here, have you 
not?—A. This list was made up very hastily, and is not complete. 

Q. We do not want it to be so accurate as that. Have you a list which you could 
give us in which the matter could be put in a nutshell?—A. This list is a list of the 
rural party lines in a portion of Ontario known as the Ontario department: It gives 
the name of tine agency and the terminal points, showing the number of subscribers on 
the line and the average length of the line. 

Q. That is a long list?—A. It embraces nearly the whole of Ontario where we 
operate. 

Q. And is there more than one line at any of these places?—A. Yes, sir, there is 
more than one line, but the way the list is made up it does not show. 

Q. For instance, at Brantford there is a party line, a farmer’s line. Is that the 
name of the place or simply meaning out into the country ?—A. It means farmers’ 
residences, houses. 

Q. Three subscribers, four and a half miles long? That probably is only one?—A. 
One line. 

Q. At Guelph there is a line to Marden with two subscribers, three miles long ?— 


A. That would be one line. 
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Q. Holstein to Dromore, one with twelve subscribers, eight and a quarter miles 
long?—A. It would probably be either two or three lines in that case, because we as a 
rule make ten the maximum number of subscribers we put on the line: 

Q. I was going to ask you how many you put on the line. This information can 
be furnished if the committee wish it showing where all these are located?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. This particular list is for one portion of Ontario’—A. Yes, sir, west of King- 
ston. ; 

Q. What do these subscribers who are mentioned in this list pay, the same rate 
or different rates ?’—A. The rates are graded in accordance witn the local exchange with 
which they are connected. A Brantford subscriber would pay a higher rate than a 
Blythe subscriber. 

Q. Or Blenheim? The Brantford subscriber would pay the same rates as the 
subscribers in Brantford, and he is connected with the Brantford exchange, is he ?-— 
A. I think there is a rate of $25 at Brantford, if I remember correctly. 

Q. Well, $25 is not the business rate of Brantford is it? That is the residence 
rate ?—A. I think the rate at one time was for a Blake service. That was the way that 
rate was established. 

Q. How are these party lines worked; they have a bridging bell, have they ?—A. 
Yes, sir, bridging bells, and they ring by signals. 

Q. Yes, that has been described by anotiner witness. And what is the instrument 
that is used?—A. In most cases it is a long-distance transmitter. In some cases I be- 
lieve the Blake transmitter is still used, and in other cases the instrument is the one 
known as the Byng transmitter. 

Q. The Blake or Byng transmitter is the instrument used in most cases?—A. Yes, 
sir. 

@. You have a very large number here from St. Catharines. I suppose that is 
the field of which we have been speaking as the Grimsby. They are included here in 
this list, are they?—A. Adjacent to Grimsby, they are included. St. Catharines is 
included. 

Q. And at Winona is another line?—A. That is the same territory we were speak- 
ing about yesterday in describing the map. 

Q. In the fruit district east of Hamilton. Then there are a number radiating 
from Windsor apparently, according to the plan ?—A. Yes, sir, Windsor, Ontario. 

Q. Have you a copy of that which you could furnish to the committee ?—A. I can 
submit this copy. We would prefer to submit a corrected statement. (Exhibit No. 
169.) 

Q. You attach another statement; I do not know whether you wish to put it in. 
They are proposed party lines?—A. They are practically under constructicr. They 
refer to the lines under construction as well as lines already operated. (Exhibit No. 
169a.) 

Q. And that gives tne information as to the places where construction is intended 
to be carried out or completed ?—A. Yes, sir, where orders have been received. 

Q. Which you have already referred to in your evidence ?—A. Orders waiting com- 
pletion, and the cases specified in the province of Quebee which include east of King- 
ston. 

Q. You have another list for that, have you?—A. I produce a list of the rural 
party lines in what is known as tne Eastern department—that is places east of King- 
ston, including the province of Quebee. (Exhibit No. 170.) 

Q. And the evidence that you have already given applies to these as to rates and 
the method of construction ?—A. Yes, sir, attached thereto is a list of the lines in 
the same territory under construction. (Exhibit No. 170a.) 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I understood you to say tnat the rates of rural telephones depended upon the 
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rate at the exchange?—A. Where we furnish the rural subscriber with a service of 
that exchange at a flat rate. 

Q. Well, take the case of Brantford. You mentioned that a person having a rural 
telephone connected at Brantford paid the rate going in Brantford?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And I suppose if it was a smaller place that he was connected with he would 
pay the rate at that smaller place?—A. Yes, sir, that is the principle. 

Q. That is the principle?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have furnished the statement here, Exnibit No. 153, giving the classifica- 
tion of your different exchanges ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Commencing with exchange 1, What would be the rate where the rural tele- 
phone connects with an exchange having only one instrument?—A. With a metallic 
circuit ? 

Q. Yes?—A. And long-distance transmitter? ‘The rate would be $20. 

Q. And the person having an exchange in the rural districts would pay $20?—A. 
$20. 

Q. And supposing he had not the long distance? He would have to pay for 

the long-distance as well, would he not, in addition to the $202—A. No, sir. That is 
practically the arrangement to-day tinat he pays $20. There are some cases where we 
had exchanges that were still working under the early conditions of a grounded line 
with a Blake transmitter. In those cases the subscriber would get a $15 rate, but as 
the company’s service would be of very little use at $15 and a grounded line we do not 
encourage the construction of such lines to-day. 
: Q. Well, your lines to-day that you are constructing are metallic circuits ?—A. 
Yes. 
Q. And those would be the lines that you are putting into the rural districts ?—A. 
Precisely. 

Q. I want to get at the cost to a person having a rural telephone with the Bell 
Company, and I understood you to say that it depended upon the rate charged at the 
place where they connected at the exchange ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, if the minimum rate is $20 at a place where there is only one exchange, 
then the rates go up from that to what?—A. In the case of Brantford, with 600 tele- 
phones, it would run up to $30; $30 for an exchange of say 600 telephones at Brant- 
ford. 

By Mr. Zimmerman: 

Q. I think there is a list put in of all the rates?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But as a matter of fact all these stations with just one telephone are largely 
pay stations, are they not, in small towns?—A. Are you speaking of this I’ne, Mr. 
Zimmerman ? 

Q. Yes?—A. No, sir. I understood tiem to be all telephones for which a rental 
is paid, not pay station telephones, but subscribers paying a rental. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. Hersert Laws Wess, M.I.E.E., of London, Eng., sworn. 


By Mr. Lafleur: 

Q. Mr. Webb, will you state your qualifications and experience as a telephone expert ? 
—A. I have been engaged practically for the past twenty-five years in telegraphy and 
telephony first in submarine cable work, and since about 1889 exclusively in telephony. 
I was for a number of years with the New York Telephone Company, saw the whole 
telephone system of New York reconstructed twice over during tnat period, and on 
several occasions I have made long tours of investigation of telephone affairs in Europe. 
In that way I have visited all the principal telephone centres in Europe, most of them 
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three times, during the past ten years, and at the present time I am in practice as a 
consulting engineer at 35 Old Queen street, Westminster. I am consulting expert to 
the National Telephone Company, and also to the Telephone Subscribers’ Association 
of Paris, and to one or two other telephone concerns. In England I have given evi- 
dence at various inquiries, the telephone inquiry at Glasgow, in 1897, and at several 
of the local inquiries into the question of municipal telephone systems. I am a mem- 
ber of tue institution of Electrical Engineers, and of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers. : 

Q. I think you gave evidence at the Hull inquiry, did you not?—A. At Hull. 

Q. And Portsmouth?—A. Hull, Portsmouth and Brighton. 

Q. Would you state what European countries you have visited, in the course of 
your inquiries?—A. Practically all of them, except Italy. I have been in Belgium, 
Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Russia, Hungary, Austria, Germany, Switzer- 
and, France and Spain, practically every important country, and in the capitals of all 
of them, except Italy. 

Q. You have recently been in Spain, have you not, and have just come back ?—A. 
I was recently in Spain, in connection with a proposed long-distance telephone system. 

Q. I think you are the author of some works on telephony?—A. A little book 
called ‘The Telephone Hand-book,’ and another little book called ‘The Telephone 
Service.’ 

Q. I think you have read most of the evidence given at this inquiry ?—A. I have 
read more particularly the evidence that touches European conditions. 

Q. Yes ?—A. That of the 22nd March and 18th April. 

Q. With respect to that of the 22nd March, I suppose you refer to the report of 
Mr. Dagger and his testimony ?—A. Yes. I refer more particularly to the report cover- 
ing European conditions. 

Q. After going into the details, what have you to say as to the information con- 
tained in that report; I mean as regards its data?—A. Well, sir, in general, it seems 
to me a compilation from various sources, the names of which are not given, and 
many of them must be considerably out of date. A great many of the statements are 
rather vague, there are no reasons given for the statements, and a good many of the 
figures are really inaccurate. 

Q. Will you let me direct your attention, first to page 12 of the evidence, 
which deals with the subject of municipal telephony in Great Britain? Can you give 
the committee any facts or information as to the actual status of municipal telephony 
in Great Britain?—A. The actual status is this: The law which authorized the muni- 
cipalities to borrow money to establish telephone systems, was passed in August of 
1899. It was supposed by the promoters of the Bill that there was a considerable de- 
mand for municipal telephone systems, that is, that the municipalities were straining 
at the leash, so to speak, to establish municipal systems. There are several hundred 
municipalities in Great Britain that could have established telephone systems under 
the law. The law has now been in operation nearly six years, and, actually, six muni- 
cipal systems have been established. One of them is now defunct, that is, it sold out 
after about a year of rather trying experiences. 

Q. Was that the town of Tunbridge Wells ?—A. Tunbridge Wells—I will give 
them in the order in which they were established—-Glasgow, Portsmouth, Swansea, 
Brighton, and Hull. Hull is the latest. 

Q. Have you studied each one of these systems on the spot?—A. Yes, sir, I have 
been in each of those towns. 

Q. And you spent a considerable time investigating, did you not?—A. I have 
spent a considerable time investigating this subject, because I have been called as an 
~ expert in connection with these schemes, that is, in connection wita the opposition to 
these schemes. 

Q. In the paragraph on municipal telephones, there is a letter signed by Mr. A. R. 
Bennett, you will see it at page 12 of the evidence.—A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HERBERT L. WEBB. 


os | MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 843 
APPENDIX No. 1 


Q. There is a statement towards the end of the letter, that the result of the en- 
couragement of municipal telephony has been to place nearly all the work in the 
hands of British firms and to create a home trade in manufactures. Do you know if 
that is so?—A. That is hardly entirely so, because most of the material is bought 
abroad. The switch-boards on most of these systems have been made in Norway, and 
most of the other apparatus, of the subscribers’ equipment, is made in Norway or in 
Germany. They are bought from firms that trade under British names, that have an 
agency in England with an English name, but, as a matter of fact, the apparatus 
comes from Norway and Germany principally. 

Q. Then, on the same page, a little further down, you see a quotation from Sir 
Samuel Chisholm, the ex-lord provost of Glasgow, in which he says: ‘I quite agree 
with your correspondent, that it would be well for other towns to look closely into the 
figures contained in the Glasgow corporation telephone accounts, as, if properly 
studied and understood, those figures could not but assist the extension of municipal 
telephones.’ Have you made a special study of the Glasgow system?—A. Yes, sir, 
and my opinion differs entirely from that of Sir Samuel Chisholm, as quoted here. 
You can sum the thing up briefly by the fact that the Glasgow system has cost at 
least twice what it was estimated to cost, in proportion to the work done, and the gross 
revenue is not much more than one half the gross revenue which it was estimated to 
produce. So I think the figures should stand as a horrible warning. 

@. While I do not propose to go into the Glasgow system at the moment—I will 
reserve that to wnen I direct your attention to the evidence which was given by Mr. 
evidence. About the middle of the page there is a statement about Tunbridge Wells. 
Willock, contained on pages 269 to 289—I will ask you to look at page 14 of the 
Will you state the circumstances to which you referred a moment ago?’—A. Well, 
briefly speaking, the trouble in Tunbridge Wells was that the business ran away with 
them. ‘They imagined they could build a telephone system on tne basis of all these 
municipal estimates for an average of £15 to £20 per subscriber’s line. They extended 
into the country districts, built very long lines, and took on small subscribers at wholly 
_ unremunerative rates, and they found in a short time that the capital expenditure was 
away beyond what they had calculated upon, and that the system practically was not 
paying its expenses. So they were able to make an arrangement to sell out tae whole 
business to the National Telephone Company. The suggestion made here as to the 
residents of Tunbridge Wells being composed of stockholders in the National Telephone 
Company is, I think, hardly worth paying any attention to. As a matter of fact the 
ex-mayor of Tunbridge Wells told me the other day that they had succeeded in reduc- 
ing their rates in Tunbridge Wells by diminishing their commitments in municipal 
trading. 

Q. Now, take the next paragraph, which refers to exchanges opened elsewhere, as 
in Manchester and so forth, what has been the result of these experiments, briefly 
speaking ?—A. Well, Manchester, Salford, Stockport, Sheffield and Eastbourne, quoted 
in evidence here as taking up municipal telephony, are the ones that have never done 
anything at all. They have not opened exchanges. TI think it is the fact that about 
50 in round numbers out of the several hundred municipalities that might have ¢on- 
sidered the question. did actually consider the question. A small pruportion of those 
have obtained licenses, and of those which obtained licenses, as I said, six have actual- 
ly started systems. The others never proceeded with the licenses, and in the past few 
months the Postmaster General has cancelled those which have not been acted upon. 

Q. In the next paragraph it is stated: ‘Municipal telephony is rapidly gaining 
ground in Great Britain, and there is no evidence so far to indicate that the recent 
action of Tunbridge Wells has in any way checked the movement.’ Is that the result 
of your inquiries?—A. Well, I gather this report was written something like three 
years ago, and it might appear then to anybody reading some of the papers that muni- 
cipal telephony was gaining ground. A great deal of noise was made about it, althouga 
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very little was really done, but at the present time it is quite a wrong statement. It 
is not only not gaining ground but it is practically a dead issue. 

Q. What has been the result of the experiment 2—A. I think you could sum it up 
most pointedly by saying that it has wasted a great deal of money. 

Q. In what way?—A. In the way of establishing telephone systems which are not 
worth the money they ave cost. All of these municipal systems are equipped with 
entirely obsolete plants. They were laid out on very wrong lines from a general tele- 
phone engineering point of view. They have succeeded in duplicating a number of sta- 
tions on the existing systems, but the net result of the whole five of them has been to 
add approximately 10,000 telephones net to the telephone systems of the country. That 
is, there are about 10,000 municipal telephones that are not duplicated by National 
telephone, and in doing that they have spent a gross amount of about half a million 
sterling. 

Q. Would it be a convenient moment for you to refer more particularly to Glas- 
gow now, or would you prefer to reserve that until later 2—_A. Well, just as you like. 

Q. Let me ask you to take up Mr. Willock’s evidence. You have read the evidence 
of Mr. Willock ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you confirm his statements generally, or have you come to a different con- 
clusion ?—A. No, broadly speaking, I differ from a good many of his statements, and 
T find tnat a good many of the figures that he quoted are not accurate. 

Q. You have made a special study of the Glasgow system on the spot, have you 
not 2—A. I have examined it, the main exchanges. J have been through them wita Mr. 
Bennett, and with the present manager, who was then assistant manager. 

Q. And you spent some weeks in Glasgow, did you not?—A. I have followed the 
history of it, the printed descriptions and accounts, &e. 

Q. Will you take the deposition of Mr. Willock, and tell me briefly on what points 
you differ? Take, for instance, page 270; you see the statetment in answer to Mr. 
Burrows there?—A. Yes. 

Q. The general description of the system. Is there anything there that you want 
to call attention to?—A. Well, the statement of the area is correct, 143 square miles, 
and I think further on Mr. Willock says that the population is, in round figures, a 
million, the population in that area. The scheme put before the Glasgow corporation 
for a telephone system was an estimate for a system of 5,200 subscribers’ lines at a total 
cost, in round figures, of £100,000, approximately £20 a line. Well, that, to begin with, 
was a totally wrong scheme, a totally inadequate scheme for a city with an area of 143 
square miles, with a population of a million, and with a flat rate for telephone service 
of five guineas. The scheme was fundamentally wrong, in that it did not forecast the 
development that would occur from telephoning a large area with a large population 
at a low flat rate. The consequence of that was that it was found, as soon as they began 
to get to work, that the scheme was inadequate, and they had to extend and spend 
more money, and they have extended the scheme along wrong lines. he rate, of 
course, was fixed ahead of any real knowledge of the cost of the work. The rate of five 
guineas was totally unjustified by the actual cost of the plant or the cost of working 
the service, and in order to live up to that predetermined cheapness, as cheap a plant 
as possibly could be got was put in. They put in the five main exchanges what is 
known as the Law wire system, or the Call wire system, a system of working which 
totally disappeared from this country some ten or twelve years ago, and which has 
many disadvantages in working that are thoroughly well known to experienced tele- 
phone engineers. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. What is the name of that system?—A. It is known in this country as the Law 
system—L-a-w—commonly called, I think, the callwire system. The principle of 
the system is that two different wires run to each subscriber. One wire is used espe- 
cially in calling the exchange up and is connected permanently to the head telephone of 
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the operator, the subscriber has to press a button first to put himself in communica- 
tion with the operator, and he gives her the order for connection, and he has to state 
both the number of the subscriber he wants and his own number. As he has no signal, 
the operator does not know who is talking, and then at the end of the conversation he 
has again to call the operator and tell her to disconnect his number, and only the 
originating subscriber can give the order to disconnect. Well, the result of all that 
is a great deal of confusion in operating, a great many wrong numbers and great 
slowness in disconnecting, because people forget to give the order to disconnect, 
and very often they refuse to give the order to disconnect because the working of the 
system is so troublesome. You have 50 or 60 subscribers who are common to one eall 
wire, and at a busy time of the day it results in a struggle for the survival of the fittest. 
There is always a number trying to call at the same time, and the man who shouts the 
loudest is the one who gets there. It is an extraordinary thing to me that in 1900 
any concern starting a new telephone business should have put in that system in a big 
eity. It had been used before by the National Telephone Company in Glasgow, and it 
was the bad service that system gave, on account of its radical defects, that caused the 
discontent in Glasgow with the telephone service generally; and you will find, if you 
look at the records of the Glasgow eases telephone committee, that committee 
itself, after something less than three years’ actual working, admit that they must 
change the system. To make an effective change involves ie seo evaECiaon of the 
exchanges and re-equipping of the subscribers’ stations. 

Q. Is that reconstruction contemplated now?—A. I do not think they know ex- 
actly how to get out of the trouble. An effective reconstruction would cost them some- 
where in the neighbourhood of £100,000. Their capital account at present stands at 
something like £830,000. They have laid by, I notice, something like £5,000 for depre- 
ciation in three years’ working. They claim to have made a success, and they cannot 
contemplate an effective reconstruction, on account of the great expenditure it would 
necessitate. . 

Q. What is your opinion, is the value of the plant? How would you characterize 
that plant?@—A. The plant, on the whole, I think, has practically very little of value 
in it, excepting the ducts and some of the main cables. The exchange equipment and 
the subscribers’ station equipment, taking into account the status of telephonic engin- 
eering to-day, might just as well be written off entirely. A large part of the cable 
plants consists of armoured cable buried solid in the ground, which is not the standard 
practice in telephonic work. About a third of their total cable consists of that class 
of work, and the cables are laid out on a wrong scheme, using a multiplicity of sizes 
of cables and a multiplicity of joints, which results in a short time in a very defective 

cable system. 

Q. What is the principal objection to this ne ahi cable construction ?—A. Well, 
the principal objection to it is its inflexibility. The conditions in a large city tele- 
phonic plant are always changing. Subscribers are constantly coming on and going off 
in different places, and flexibility in the distributing plant is an absolute necessity. 

Q. Does it provide adequately for extension and expansion?’—A. No, that is the 
fundamental trouble. It is laid out so as to distribute the wires to fixed points in 
very small quantities, and in a short time that results in a tangled cable plant and is 
very ineffective. 

Q. What objection do you think there is to burying the cables in the way they 
have done?—A. Well, that again is a question of flexibility. You are constantly re- 
quiring to lay larger cables, and if you have your cable buried solid, it means taking 
up the whole thing. It means the cost of digging it up, instead of the cost of pulling 
out the cable from the duct and putting in a larger one. Then again, a cable buried 
in the ground is more easily subject to damage than a cable in a duct, and it is uni- 
versally recognized that it is not good practice, that it is not safe practice to bury a 
telephone cable solidly in the ground in that way. It is so well recognized that in the 
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latest telephone agreement the Postmaster General specifically states that all cables 
must be placed in ducts. ‘They have barred out cables buried solid. 

Q. What have you to say in regard to the rates referred to here by Mr. Willock 
in his testimony? You will find some statements on pages 971 and 272 on the subject 
of rates. Are these statements accurate ?—A. The five guineas for a flat rate corpora- 
tion service is accurate; the £10 for the national flat-rate service is correct. In the 
last paragraph but one, the statement that the rate of £3 10s. is for 1,500 calls out- 
wards is wrong; £3 10s., and a penny a call, is the correct rate, and this rate is uni- 
versal all over England, there is nothing special about that, as I think Mr. Willock 
hinted; it is the rate that is general in all the English towns and is termed a toll rate; 
they pay £3 10s. a year for the maintenance of the station, and one penny for every 
outward message. 

Q. At page 272, there is a statement there that you get an unlimited service for 
9 guineas a year. Is that right?—A. No, that should be 4 guineas. I think I can let 
the chairman have a copy of the Glasgow advertisement of rates. This is a circular 
of the Corporation of Glasgow Telephone Department, the rate for unlimited service, 
toll service, 5 guineas for toll service; £3 10s. and 1d. each outward message, two-party 
lines, 4 guineas. That, of course, is 4 guineas for each subscriber. I think Mr. Wil- 
lock got confused and divided that by two, making 2 guineas for each subscriber. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What is the date of that?—A. I do not think it has a date. Oh, it is dated 
in 1904, it is something that was issued, I think, last autumn. And then there is a 
rate for four-party line service at 3 guineas per year. If you care to keep that copy, 
you may have it. (Exhibit No. 171.) That shows you that the answer of 2 guineas a 
year is incorrect. There is no rate so low as that in existence on the corporation 
system. 

Q. Now, in comparing the rates of Glasgow corporation system with the rates on 
the National system, which operates in Glasgow as well, I suppose one has to take into 
account the quality of the service?--A. Undoubtedly. It is, of course, owing to the 
superior service that the National Company has been able to extend and to get busi- 
ness at a rate of £10 in the face of a corporation rate of 5 guineas. The business men 
of Glasgow are obliged to have the National service, that is what it amounts to. 

Q. Do you know whether the National Company has been assisted or impeded by 
the corporation of Glasgow in its operation?—A. Well, the corporation of Glasgow 
has obstructed the National Company absolutely to the extent of refusing them access 
to the streets. Of course, that has been one of the causes of discontent with the tele- 
phone service that existed there eight or nine years ago, when the inquiry was made 
that was presided over by Sheriff Jamieson. Sheriff Jamieson commented very 
strongly upon the obstructive attitude of the corporation in his report. 

(). That prevented the National from reconstructing ?—A. Yes, it made it practi- 
cally out of the question to rebuild their system, with a modern plant; that could not 
be done satisfactorily without underground cable work. 

Q. Had they laid cables before this obstruction began?—A. No, I think they have 
laid none, or, at any rate, a very few. 

Q. I do not know if you can give us the number of subscribers to the National 
and to the municipal system in Glasgow, respectively ?—A. I have not the exact num- 
bers at the present time, but, in round figures, the National have about 21,000 stations, 
and the corporation have about 13,000. 

Q. That is telephones ?—A. Yes, that is each station is one telephone. 

Q. Does the municipality of Glasgow allow the National to connect with its own 
system ?—A. There is no intercommunication between the two. 

Q. None?—A. No. That I think was asked Mr. Willock and the answer does not 
seem to me to be quite clear. There was ia confusion between the trunk line connec- 
tions and local intereommunication, but there is no local intercommunication. 
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Q. I see that statement is made by Mr. Willock on page 276, is it not?—A. Yes, 

Q. There does seem to be some confusion there?—A. There seems to be some con- 
fusion. 

Q. Do you know if the National desires to get connection with the municipal sys- 
tem?—A. Oh, no, there has never been any question of it in Glasgow at all. 

Q. There has never been any question?—A. Never been any question. 

Q. Do you know what proportion of people have both telephones, what proportion 
of subscribers?—A. My recollection is that it is, in round figures, some 5,000 who have 
both. 

Q. And you say that it is necessary for a business man to have the National Tele- 
phone?—A. I should say that for a man in business on any scale sat all it is absolutely 
necessary for him to have the National system; of course it is much the larger system, 
and of course it is a much smarter service. The corporation service, from the method 
of working employed, is necessarily not as good. 

Q. 1 suppose as a telephone man you could hardly consider it a useful duplication 
of plant to have these two systems working side by side in a place like Glasgow ?—A. 
No, undoubtedly it appears to me to be a great waste of money. 

Q. It follows, I suppose, that it adds to the cost that is borne by the subscriber ?— 
A. It adds to the cost of the service to the general public, certainly. A large portion 
of them are paying two rates for telephone service. 

Q. There is a statement contained on page 278 in answer to a question by the chair- 
man as to the number of lines. There are some figures given there, do you know if 
those figures are correct?—A. Well, that comes to a point on which there has been a 
great deal of contention, it is the question as to the number of lines in the system. Tine 
estimate for the Glasgow system was based on the subscribers’ line as a unit, the direct 
working subscribers’ lines the estimate omitted any reference to extension stations or 
private line stations or to any of the miscellaneous stations that exist in a city tele- 
phone system. Afterwards when the estimate had not been worked out according to 
expectations the station was taken as the unit instead of the line and that is of course 
a totally different unit. In every telephone system you have a certain number of lines, 
and have a certain number of stations additional to the lines, inside extension instru- 
ments, and outside extension instruments and so forth. So that when you jump from 
the lines to stations you are using two different units and the technicalities of the 
telephone business are understood so little generally that in Glasgow the stations very 
soon become subscribers, which, of course, they are not. One subscriber may have and 
often does have several stations, so taat if you analyse these statistics you will find 
that 11,405, the total here, is the total stations, the total instruments of all classes, 
and of these there are more than 2,000 which are extension stations of various kinds, 
instruments added on to the one line so that the actual number of lines is about 9,000, 
not 11,400, and the cost is per line considerably higher than the £20 6s. 6d. quoted here. 

Q. There is a difference ?—A. The average cost for the number of actual lines is 
about £34. This £20 6s. 6d. is got at first by deducting from the total capital the value 
of the spare plant, which is a ridiculous procedure, because you must have spare plant 
in any telephone system. To deduct the value of the spare plant before you calculate 
the value of your working lines is like saying that you do not pay rent for the spare 
room in your house. It is foolish. Then after deducting the spare plant, they divide 
by the stations which, as I have explained is a different unit from the unit on which 
the estimate was based and so taey get that figure of £20 6s. 6d., which really does not 
mean anything at all. It does not represent any definite unit. 

Q. No. Now, let me direct your attention to another statement on the same page, 
that is at page 278. He answers that parliament makes no demand for an allowance for 
profit and loss; ‘But includes in its sinking fund such an amount for depreciation.’ 
How can that be, has tne sinking fund anything to do with depreciation?—A. No; 
that is for the repayment of the loan. The sinking fund must be provided by law for 
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the extinguishment of the loan, and it has to be paid whether the plant depreciates 
quickly or slowly; or whether there be a profit or a loss it has nothing to do with the 
question of depreciation. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. That, Mr. Lafleur, is at page 278, and Mr. Willock was apparently referring 
some statement in connection with the expenditure and the capital account ef the 
Glasgow municipal system, which, so far as I see, has not been put in. Mr. Webb is 
speaking from memory ?—A. I think it is to be found in the committee’s proceedings. 

Q. And you are referring to the same statement are you, Mr. Webb ?—A. Yes; 
I am quite sure you have it in your report. J think it is in here. There is a letter 
printed on page 283 that refers to the 1904 accounts, and I think you have the whole 
statements, in Appendix ‘ AY’ : 

Q. There is a statement in Appendix ‘A, No. 275a, which is probably the one 
referred to?—A. It refers to the year 1904, does it not? 

Q. Yes, the year ending May 31, 1904%?—A. Yes, that is evidently the whole thing. 
If you will look at table No. 6 of that, you will see the statistics that I was just referring 
to, and the distribution of the 11,405 is given in detail. 

Q. Yes, that is in table No. 6?—A. And that is simply the total instruments; if you 
total up the actual lines you will see they amount to 8,972, and the balance is extension 
stations and private lines. 

Q. Now, you look at page 278. I find a statement there by Mr. Willock: ‘We 
charge five guineas as our average for each line’ That is not quite correct, is it?—A. 
No, that is not quite correct. £5 5s. is not the average flat rate, but the highest rate. 
It is the highest rate they have. It can’t possibly be the average, as they have lower 
rates, and of course the average is lower. 

Q. Now a little lower down, the average life of the system, of the ~~ 
cussed, and I see here that it is stated ‘that the Postmaster General has recently laid 
down a rule that the life of a plant is 36 years.’ Is that correct 2—A. I think that is a 
most incorrect statement. It is based upon a note in the Postmaster General’s report 
relating to the London post office, tne London telephone system, and the note states 
that the average life of the plant is estimated at 36 years. Bv% it is referring specifi- 
cally to one plant, the London plant of the post office, which of course is a very differ- 
ent system from. this Glasgow system, and it can in no way be taken as laying down 
the rule that the life of any telephone plant is 36 years, which is the sense that is 
given here, and that is the sense given in this statement headed ‘ Noteworthy points.’ 
On page 283 it is stated there that the Postmaster General has recently laid down the 
rule that the life of a telephone plant is 36 years, when the Postmaster General did 
nothing of the sort. He simply stated in that note relating to the London post office 
telephone plant that they estimated the average life of plant at 36 years, the life of 
that particular plant. 

Q. In your judgment, that would hardly apply to the Glasgow plant itself ?—A. 
By no means. 

Q. If I judge of your description of it ?—A. The Glasgow corporation telephone 
system is of a totally different character from the plant of the London post office tele- 
phone system. 

Q. When you speak of the London plant, do you mean the duct or the conduit 
work, or do you include cther parts of the system ¢—A. Well, this refers to the whole 
plant, the greater portion of the capital expenditure, which amounts, approximately, 
to £2,000,000, is in ducts, which are all underground work, and cables. The post office 
in London nave laid a very extensive system of ducts, and cables power with due 
allowance for future requirements, and all their exchanges are strictly modern, but the 
exchange equipment is a relatively small proportion of the total capital outlay, and, 
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although I think that thirty-six years is perhaps an optimistic estimate, still there is 
that justification for it that the greater part of the capital, probably 90 per cent of the 
capital, is at present invested in tne ducts and cables, and the ducts in London are very 
solidly built, there is no question about it being first-class work. 

Q. That emphasizes the statement made a few moments ago, that there is no com- 
parison between that work referred to by the Postmaster General and the Glasgow 
plant as a whole?—A. There is no comparison at all. 

Q. And even the duct work in Glasgow is not, in your judgment, up to that stan- 
dard ?—A. I do not say the duct work, but I say the cable plant as a whole. Of course, 
the cable plant there is largely adulterated by the large proportion of armoured cable, 
which, as soon as any practical telephone people take over the system will have to be 
replaced by ducts. . 

Q. Supposing any extensions are contemplated, what has to be done in order to 
render the cable sufficient to carry increased business?—A. You mean 

Q. In Glasgow?—A. You will have practically to rebuild that plant; you have 
practically to replace all armoured cable by cable in ducts, and you would- have, to a 
large extent, to remodel the cable ptant itself. The cable plant, judging by the specifi- 
eation that was furnished at Hull—and it was there said that the Glasgow work was ° 
carried out in the same way—the cable plant consists of some 80 odd different-sizes of 
cables, which, from a practical telephone point of view, is a fantastic proposition, and 
cables differing very slightly in size and joined together often in five, six and eight 
way joints, is a totally unpractical way of laying out a telephone distributing plant, 
and a great deal of the work will nave to be redone. 

Q. Here is another statement also, on page 280, to which I would like to call your 
attention, that is, the capital of the National Telephone system being too high, as con- 
trasted with the Glasgow system. What, in your judgment, is the fact in regard to 
the capital of Glasgow municipal system?—A. I think, for the reasons that we have 
just been discussing, the capital is far too high. They have a capital of something 
over £350,000, and a very large proportion of their assets are practically worthless. 
According to the modern standard of telephony, practically the whole exchange equip- 
ment, the whole of the subscribers’ station equipment is obsolete, and if the system 
were taken over by practical telephone people, it would have to be largely reconstruct- 
ed. Therefore, there is a capital account of £350,000, out of which you can wipe out 
practically one-third rignt away. In other words, you would have to add about one- 
third of that for reconstruction. | 

Q. Are there any other statements in the deposition of Mr. Willock to which you 
would like to call the attention of the committee?—A. Well, I think there were several 
questions asked of Mr. Willock to which the replies are not very clear as to why it 
was that, at a higher rate, the National Telephone Company could obtain the larger 
share of the business in Glasgow. There were several questions asked on that point. 
Of course, the principal reason is, that they give a superior service. The service of 
the corporation system, necessarily, from the manner in which it is worked and the 
style of its equipment, is a defective service. The National system is not entirely up 
_to date in Glasgow, but it is a system which gives direct signals, and it avoids all this 
complication of the call wire, and it is giving a much better service. Then, the 
National Company have a better organization, their employees are better trained in the 
telephone business, ‘and they know both how to work the service better and how to run 
the business better. I think those two reasons partly account for the fact that they 
are increasing very rapidly, in spite of having higher rates, and that the corporation 
is practically standing still. The National system at Glasgow at the present time is 
increasing at the rate of 500 or 600 stations a month, and the corporation system is 
apparently increasing at the rate of about 80 or 90. 

Q. I see a statement here on page 287 that the National Company are practically 
putting in telephones in Glasgow for nothing?—A. Well, that is not a fair statement, 
because that applies to public stations, which are invariably put in for nothing. 
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Q. Yes?—A. That is they are not put in for a fixed rental. They are put in for 

the use of the general public and are paid for by the pennies of the general public. 
~Q. That is not an accurate statement, as they are not subseribers’ telephones ?—A. 
I would say, certainly no. 

Q. Perhaps Mr. Willock might not have intended it, but it is confusing ?—A. I 
think it is expressly barred by the license. I do not think they are allowed to give free 
telephones, but it is increasing. They have a very large number of pay stations in 
Glasgow and it is very successful. They find they get a higher average revenue from 
each public station now that they have 1a great number than when they had only 100. 

Q. Will you please look at page 288? There is a statement there as to what is 
charged the customer for extensions. Do you know if that statement is correct?—A. 
On the 25s. up to £3, well, the confusion there is that it does not vary according to the 
instruments, but inside extensions pays 25s. a year for desk instruments and 20s. for 
wall instruments, and outside extensions pay the same rates for the instruments and 
for the line, according to the length of the outside line. 

Q. Yes?—A. It may be £8; it may be more or it may be less. 

Q. Then the next paragraph contains a statement which does not seem to be accu- 
. rate, at least it is confusing. In answer to the Chairman about the charge for an ad- 
ditional bell, Mr. Willock replies: ‘ That will be a matter of about a guinea or 25s., if it 
is a switch where you can switch on.’—A. No, that is the same point again as to the 
rates for extension station. 

Q. Yes, and down at the bottom of the page there is the same inaccuracy ?— 
A. Yes, it is nearly the same thing, the usual charge is half a guinea a year. There 
was a question as to the additional bell, what is called an extension bell. The regular 
charge for this is one-half guinea a year. 

Q. Well, unless there is something else you think should be referred to in the depo- 
sition of Mr. Willock, I will revert to Mr. Dagger’s evidence. I do not know if I have 
given you an opportunity of covering all the ground in respect to Mr. Willock’s testi- 
mony. I do not know if I brought out the question of the amount set aside for depre- 
ciation in Glasgow having regard to the nature of their plant. What is your opinion 
as to that, Mr. Webb ?—A. The amount set aside for depreciation after three or four 
years’ working is given in these accounts, which are printed in the minutes, and I 
think it amounts to £5,000. Yes, it amounts to £5,743 at the end of three years’ work- 
ing. That of course is an absolutely insignificant sum in comparison with capital cost 
of the plant and the condition of the plant. a 

Q. Even with a first-class plant would that be adequate in any sense?—A. No, even 
with a first-class plant on a capital of that size it would be wholly imadequate. It 
would be more like £50,000. 

Q. If you have nothing to add to what you have said as to the Glasgow system T 
will ask you to revert to page 14 and following pages; that part of the report 
deals with European conditions ?—A. Yes. 

Q. First of all we have Norway, Holland and then Russia.—A. That part regard- 
ing Norway is not quite up to date, that municipal system of Trondhjhem was some 
time ago sold out to the government and is now operated by the government. 

Q. It is operated by the government?—A' By the government. 

Q. Now, have you any observation to make in regard to the statement concerning 
the system in Holland? The paragraph at the bottom of page 14, is that up to date? 
—A. According to the rates here I think these are correct. Of course the statement 
there is very greatly summarized. , 

Q. On the next page we have Russia—a statement that ‘the municipality of St. 
Petersburg is at present installing a telephone system with a capacity of 34,000 lines, 
and that there are many other municipal telephone systems on the continent of Europe 
but I have no information regarding them.’ Are there, as a matter of fact, any other 
‘municipal telephone systems in Europe at the present day ?—A. As far as I know 
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and I have been in most of the European countries, there are no others, from my own 
observations and collection of statistics I know of no others. 

Q. You have made it your business to ascertain whether there are any other muni- 
cipal systems in Europe ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And there are no others, except those you have mentioned?—A. No. In St. 
Petersburg the municipality took over the concession some time ago and is now build- 
ing a new exchange, not, however, of the size stated in the evidence. 

Q. I will not ask you to go into the question of foreign rates just now. That will 
come up when we consider the schedule on page 21. But I will ask you to look at 
page 15, where the essentials for a popular telephone system are discussed. The state- 
ment of Mr. Bennett is quoted, which is said to show that the essentials of a popular 
service are: (1) low rates, (2) local management, and (3) good rural intercourse. 
‘What, in your opinion, is essential 2—A. Well, I think it is by arguing on these lines 
the mistakes in the municipal telephone systems in England have been committed, that 
is, the low rate has been put first of all, and a low rate being made a necessity, as it 
were, in that way, has led to trying to do the business on too cheap a scale, and the 
desire to cut the coat according to preconceived ideas of cost has led to the use 


of these inferior plants. To my mind, and I think most telephone people would agree, - 


the important part is the service and the development of the system. It is far more 
important to the community at large to have a first class service than very low rates, 
good service and reasonable rates that are acceptable to the people, give a result much 
more useful to the general public than an inferior service at a cheap rate. An inferior 
telephone service is more of an aggravation than an accommodation, whereas a smart 
telephone service, especially in a city, is of enormous value, and it is well worth pay- 
ing for. The public of all cities where they have a good service are perfectly willing to 
pay for it. Then the development of the system, the steady increase of its size, and 
the reaching out for different parts of the city, is also an important feature. And 
these two together—good service and the high development of the system—are of 
infinitely greater importance than low rates. Then, I think, too, that what is gener- 
ally meant by those people who always talk about low rates, is a low ‘flat’ rate. A 
low rate for unlimited service. You can make an elastic tariff by graduating rates 
so that the equipment and service vary according to the demand. It is not at all neces- 
sary to fix a low uniform rate for the whole public and the demand of the different 
classes of the public varies, and you can vary your supply, your system and your rates 
accordingly. 

Q. In the next paragraph we have a reference to the long distance rates, and I 
find a statement that the charges in the United States and Canada are highest of all, 
being double the British rates and four times as much as the German. Are the gov- 
ernment rates in Great Britain at all based on commercial conditions ?—A. I think 
that is the trouble with all these sweeping comparisons that they do not take into ac- 


‘count the difference in the conditions. There are a good many features of the service 


in different countries that make the value that you get quite different. It is not al- 
ways what you pay that is so important, but what you get for what you pay, and an- 
other most important point is how the rates are arrived at in the business. Of course 


-you should try to make your rates pay your expenses and leave something over. In 


a government department as a rule the rate is fixed in advance and is fixed without 
regard to what the working expenses really are. In Great Britain it is well known 
that. the government telegraphs and telephones do not pay. They yield a very large 
loss every year. Therefore, those rates are not fixed according to commercial prin- 
ciples. 
‘ Q. No company that intended to pay its expenses and pay a dividend, &e., could 
do business with these rates ?—A. No, I think not. 
Q. Now, you spoke of the service. How would you compare the long-distance 
service in Great Britain with ours, for example ?—A. I think there is a very great 


: Mr. HERBERT L. WEBB. 
1—c—543 


/ 


852 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARCD VIl., A. 1905 


difference. The long-distance service is not anything like so satisfactory in Great 
Britain as it is in this country or the United States. It is very frequently the case 
that you have long delays in getting a call, even a short distance, from one town to 
another. It is quite a common experience in the big towns for a delay at the busy 
times of the day to amount to an hour or two in getting connection. The other day, 
I spent the whole morning trying to get a call through from Brighton to London, 
only fifty miles. I had eventually to go out and send a telegram. It is, of course, due 
to the fact that the low rates make a good demand for the service, and the government 
only has a limited amount of money to spend in building new lines, and they don’t 
build lines enough to cope with the demand for communication. 

Q. Is it ‘first come, first served,’ or are there privileged classes?—A. There is a 
restriction in this way, that no user is allowed to use the line for more than six 
minutes at a time, that is, two periods—the unit period is three minutes—and you 
cannot use more than two consecutive periods. That, of course, is a restriction which 
business men would not stand in this country at all. A man very often has an im- 
portant conversation, an important piece of business to discuss, and he will want to 
keep the line even for half an hour and he is entitled to do it. Of course it is 
only a government department that could make these restrictive regulations. 

Q. Yes. A private company would not do business very long here if it restricted 
the public in that way ?—A. I think not. Then you have got to take other features 
’ into account in comparing these rates. The service which is given is very much more 
complete in this country than it is anywnere in Europe. In Europe you have to call 
by number. On the long-distance even you have to call by number. If you get the 
number you pay whether you get the man you want to speak to or not. In this coun- 
try it is the practice to call by name, and unless you get the person you want to speak 
to, you don’t pay. This, of course is a very great accommodation to the public and it 
is a large element in determining the value of the service, the price that it is worth. 
Then on the continent of Europe the same trouble exists, that delay. The rates are 
very cheap but you cannot get service, there are so few lines in comparison to the 
traffic that practically through the busy hours of the day up to late in the afternoon the 
lines are blocked, and if you want a man promptly you pay what is called ‘ the urgent 
rate, which is triple the ordinary rate, three times the ordinary rate and a very large 
proportion of the messages that are sent are sent as ‘urgent’ and the senders pay 
triple rates. So that the rate that is quoted does not at all represent the actual con- 
ditions. . 

Q. How about the charge for the time that is spent in ascertaining whether the 
person can be got or the number can be got ? Is that charged in Great Britain—the 
inquiry call ?—A. An inquiry call is charged for at a special rate. 

Q. Whereas, here in this country we don’t charge that ?—A. In this country you 
ask for the man you want by name, and unless you get the man you ask for you don’t 
pay. 

Q. And the time counts from the time that you get him here, whereas in Great 
Britain you have to pay for the time occupied if the man you want is out?—A. It is 
charged for. I should like to be clear about that. I do not mean that the time spent 
in getting the man to the telephone at the other end is charged, but if you put in what 
is called an inquiry call to get a certain man to’ the telephone, the preliminary time 
is charged, whereas the practice in this country is to ask for the man by name and 
get him. 

Q. Yes?—A. I mean that an inquiry call is not necessary. 

Q. Well, now, in the following paragraph there are some limitations suggested. 
First, the government ownership and control of the long-distance line, and secondly 
the government control of the local system. Of course, in Great Britain the trunk 
lines have been acquired by the government ?—A. Yes, the long-distance lines were 
bought by the government about nine years ago—the transfer finally took place about 
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nine years ago, in 1896—and they have owned and worked them since by agreement 
with the company. 

Q. What has been the financial result of this acquisition, this government owner- 
ship {—A. Well, it is difficult to tell the financial result of the telephones by them- 
selves, except that you can judge in a general way by the amount of capital spent and 
the gross revenue. By comparing these two you can tell in a general way whether it 
is very profitable or not. And the Postmaster General’s report gives you these figures. 
It gives the total revenue from trunk telephone lines, as they call the long-distance 
lines there, and it gives in another part the total investment, and it works out, as I 
recollect it, to about 11 per cent, a gross revenue of 11 per cent on the capital. To 
put it clearly, it does not make it a very profitable business. Then you have got a 
gross revenue of 11 per cent to pay all your working expenses and the capital charges, 
which in a technical business is insufficient by a good deal. 

Q. Do I understand that the telephone and telegraph accounts are not kept separ- 
ately ?—A. Separate statements are given for different branches of the business, and 
then the whole thing is summarized under the telegraph. The total amount, 

Q. And where is the money taken for reconstruction or repairs? Is it out of the 
general revenue?—A. Yes, the way the telegraph branch is managed—the finances of it 
—they get money for all their expenditures from the treasury along one channel, and 
all they take in is turned in along a different channel. So that there is no real com- 
parison made of revenue and expenditure except in the annual report. That is pub- 
lished for each financial year. The expenditure of course as is well known, exceeds 
the receipts by a large amount. 

Q. Can you tell us the amount approximately ?—A. It is given in these accounts— 
(referring to document) if I can find the table. Last year, in round figures, there was 


a loss of some £900,000. The total expenditure in 1903 on telegraphs was £4,317,000, 


and the total telegraph revenue, that is including telephones, of course, was £3,723,- 
000. That made a net deficit of £593,000. 

Q. You are reading from the Blue-books?—A. This is the Postmaster General’s 
Annual Report. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. That does not separate telephone and telegraph business ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. So it gives us no idea of the financial result of the telephone business, does it? 
—A. Only in this way, that it gives you a table for the trunk lines showing the revenue 
and it shows the capital expenditure, and it gives a table for the London Telephone 
system. In 1904 the telegraph revenue was £3,736,000, and the expenditure £4,719,000. 

Q. Telegraph revenue?—A. That is telegraph and telephone. The whole thing 
make a net deficit of £973,000. 

Q. You cannot separate the two, can you?—A. No, sir, you cannot separate the 
two for that reason, the expense of operating the trunk line service, telephone trunk 
line services are not given separately. The post office works three branches of tele- 
phone business. They have the trunk lines—the long-distance lines—and they have a 
certain number of small exchanges in provincial towns, totalling some 5,000 or 6,000 
subscriters, and they have started a system in London some four or five years ago. 

Q. Is there anything in these figures to enable you to swear whether the telephone 


system carried on by the Post Office Department is conducted with a loss or a profit ?— 


A. No, there is nothing—well, except as regards the London service there is nothing to 
show expenditure compared with receipts. For the London service a table is given which 
shows expenditure and receipts. 


By Mr. Lafleur: 
Q. Have you got the 49th report there?—A. It is the 50th report. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What are the figures for the London telephone?—A. The figures for the London 
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telephone system—the total receipts, including value of service rendered to Govern- 
ment department without charge, were £90,822, and the expenditures for maintenance 
of system, salaries, wages, &c., were £57,307. That left a balance available for depre- 
ciation and interest of £83,515. Then a note following says :—‘ Estimated amount 
required to provide for depreciation of plant, inclusive of spare wires, is £39,921, and 
interest at 8 per cent on the capital expenditure of £1,514,300, £45,429, making toge- 
ther £85,350. So that, you see, they have to meet £85,350, only £83,515, which is a 
loss of £50,000 in round figures. 


By Mr, Lafleur: 


Q. There is no charge for rent of buildings, is there?—A. Well, you see, these 
figures are very much summarized. There are only three items, three different items 
given. There is an item for rent, rates, fuel and light, including the estimated rental 
value of the premises occupied by the telephone service. In all government depart- 
ments a good deal of stock and buildings and so forth, are common to the two branches. 

Q. It would be very difficult to distinguish?—A. Almost impossible to distinguish 
the working expenses of the telephones and the working expenses of the telegraph. 

Q. Now, Mr. Webb, if as you told us a moment ago, the gross revenue is turned 
into the Treasury and the telephone management is obliged to receive its money for 
expenditures from the Treasury by another channel, that would not be very satisfac- 
tory for the development of. the telephone system, would it ?—A. No, that, of course, 
ig one of the troubles of Government management of a telephone system, that they 
are continually being blocked for want of money. Only a short time ago the develop- 
ment of the London system was absolutely at a standstill for want of money, and 
finally they got a vote from parliament of £2,000,000 sterling for further telephone 
development. 

Q. In other words, they must turn all their revenue into the treasury and wait 
for a vote by parliament for all improvements ?—A. That is the process. They have 
no control over the money. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Would you just allow me. I will just read to you, if you will allow me, Mr. 
Webb, a portion of the speech of the Postmaster General of England in the House 
of Commons. This is practically in reference to the London telephone system. Speak- 
ing of it, he says : ‘The capacity of the London plant provided for 40,000 subscribers.’ 
Does that mean that they have an equipment now for 40,000 ?—A. I think he refers 
to the wire plant—the cable. 

Q. That is about —A. As I have said, they have built for a very large de- 
mand in cables and conduits in advance of the immediate requirements. 

Q. (Reads) ‘They had now 15,292, or a third, and the number was increasing 
largely. An exchange was to be opened at Hampstead, and another was in progress at 
Ealing, to.provide for 2,000 subscribers. In London there were 1,094 miles of under- 
ground pipes and 110,128 miles of wire in connection with the system. As to the pro- 
vincial exchanges, the number of subscribers had increased from 1,259 at the end of 
1889 to 5,000 at the present time. In the Central Exchange in London the receipts 
from March 1, 1902, to March 31 last year, had amounted to £61,000. As to the actual 
profits, a great deal of the capital was lying idle and waiting to be developed. There 
had been such a large increase since last year that he was sanguine enough to believe 
that in another year they would be a paying concern. The profits had jumped from 
£6,000 to £48,000 in one year. —A. Yes, I remember that. 

Q. Is that a correct statement as far as you can judge as to the capital expendi- 
ture that is lying idle ?—A. You mean, two-thirds of the capital expenditure is lying 
idle. I think what you read was one-third was actually occupied. 

_ Q. He says they have a plant for 40,000 subscribers and have now about 15,000 — 
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A. Yes, of course that is the situation in the telephone business, that you can never 
fill up your entire plant in any city system. 

Q. But when you quoted these figures a few miretts ago, you said there was only 
£33,000 to pay some£85,000?—A. Yes. 

Q. Does that correctly and fairly represent the financial result of the telephone 
system in London?—A. It represents the result for that year as given by the Post- 
master General’s annual report. Of course the revenue will probably become higher, 
but you have to bear this in mind also, that although they have a large spare capa-. 
city in their plant, they have to keep on extending all the time, and will have to 
carry, for a good many years to come, a large proportion of spare plant. 
London, of course, has an enormous drea, a telephone area of 640 square miles, 
and the Postmaster General will have to spend a great many millions yet before it 
adequately develops that area. So that, the conditions that exist now will exist to a 
certain extent for a long time to comé. Thus, he will be carrying for a long time to 
come a very large proportion of spare plant, because although they are adding sub- 
scribers all the time they are also building new plant all the time. 

Q. I understand you to quote these figures as showing that this was not financially 
a success, the government management of the telephone in London. Do you think 
it is fair to form a judgment of that nature in regard to a scheme that is in its in- 
fancy from the financial results at the threshhold?—A. At the outset? No, I was not 
reading it in any way as a final judgment of the financial results, not at all. I simply 
read the actual description from the report of last year, the latest report available. 
Now, if you ask me if I think it will meet with financial success in the long run, I 
very much doubt it. They have fixed the rates too low for the size of the area. Of 
Course, London is absolutely unique. It is a phenomenal area to telephone on a flat 
rate. If you are going to develop the service adequately and serve effectively that 
vast area of 640 square miles, which gives you lines very often within the same city 
30 miles long, you have got a tremendously expensive job to do, and they have fixed the 
other rates, that is, messages rates, or tolls rates, as they call it, pretty low. The main- 
tenance rate is £5 a year and the message charge is a penny for Inner London and two 
pence from Inner to Outer London. I very much question whether in the long run the 
service is going to pay at these rates, if it is going to be developed to serve the whole 
of that area in accordance with the needs of the population. ‘There are many parts of 
London to-day that are practically without telephone service and where the people are 
clamouring for telephone service. 


By Mr. Lafleur: 

Q. I want to ask you, Mr. Webb, whit in your judgment is the effect of govern- 
ment ownership on the development of the system generally? Does it tend to encour- 
age initative or the reverse? I am not restricting you to Great Britain just now, but 
I am speaking of your experience both on the continent of Europe and in Great Britain. 
—A. My general view is that government control has quite the reverse effect that it 
tends to restrict initative and enterprise in development. It is not putting it too 
strongly to say that government monoply is like a blight on the telephone business all 
over Europe, and it has very largely restricted the development of the telephone in 
Europe except in one or two countries. Where companies or private enterprise has had 
a fairly free hand the development of the telephones in Europe generally, in propor- 
tion to the population, is insignificant compared to the development in America, and 
the fundamental cause is government control. As a general rule, the service has fallen 
into the hands of the government telegraph departments, and it has not been developed 
to any extent. In many cities in Europe it is almost impossible to get telephone ser- 
vice without waiting for a long time. In some cities development is almost blocked. 
T was told the other day that in Vienna people who had made applications two or three 
years ago for a telephone service were still unable to get supplied. In Paris you have 
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got a situation very similar practically in no development, an obsolete plant giving a 
very bad service, and there appears to be no way of stirring up the telegraph depart- 
ment to improve matters. If that system were a system owned by a company it would 
have been reconstructed a long time ago on modern lines and it would be developed. 
You could not have a finer territory in the world for a telephone service than Paris; 
an extremely small area with a very rich and active population. But the general ten- 
dency of the government departments in Europe is to sit on the business and not to 
develop it. 


_ By the Chairman: 

Q. I would like to ask Mr. Webb if he is familiar with the telephone system in 
Sweden ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know how many telephones—do you know the proportion of telephones 
to the population?—A. Yes, a great part of the development has been done by com- 
panies. 

Q. What is the proportion of telephones to the population there?—A. It is very 
large; it is something like one to fifteen. 

Q. Fourteen ?—A. Something like that. I can give you the figures. 

Q. The whole system is controlled by the government?—A. Not at all. The greater 
part of the work has been done by companies. The Stockholm General Telephone Com- 
pany established the greater share of all tne telephones in Stockholm, and the develop- 
ment there, of course, has pretty largely been owing to active competition in Stock- 
holm. The state system there tried to stamp out the companies, as a matter of fact, 
but the companies held out. 

(. Evidently the state system is active there?—A. It is active, but the state is not 
working the whole of the telephones in Sweden by any means. The state in Stockholm 
has about 11,000 telephones and the company has about 34,000. 

Q. Does a person have to wait three co there to get his telephone ?—A. No, 
not at all. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 


Q. Is it because the government is stimulated by the private company that they 
have a better service?—A. Very largely, undoubtedly. ' 

- Q. I understand that you state that the government holds how much per cent of 
the telephone business?—A. I said in Sweden the Stockholm General Telephone Com- 
pany operates about a third of the total number of telephones in Sweden. Then in 
Stockholm and the surrounding districts the state system has got 11,000 stations and 
the company system has 34,000 or 35,000 stations. 


e 


By Mr. Lafleur: 


Q. In Stockholm are the people using both systems?—A. Yes, the state system 
is almost entirely a duplication of the company’s system. I doubt whether out of the 
41,000 there are more than 2,000 or 3,000 that are state system only. The rest are dupli- 
cates of the company. I can give you, if you want them, the exact figures for all these 
things up to January Ist of this year. 

Q. You have got the official books?—A. Yes, I have ‘oficial statistics from the 
directors and managers of all the principal telephone concerns. 

Q. Now, in comparing European rates with American rates does the comparison 
of wages play an important part ‘—A. Undoubtedly, and there are a great many modi- 
fying conditions. It is wholly unpracticable to make a simple comparison of figures 
without comparing all the surrounding conditions. 

(). I suppose the price of material has to be considered?—A. The price of material 
has to be considered. 

Q. Both raw material and manufactured ?—A. Not only the prices of materials 
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and the rates of wages, but the difficulties of doing the work, the general conditions 
vary very much. 

Q. And the density of the population ?—A. Toere are innumerable factors that 
you have to take into account to make a fair comparison. 

Q. A bald statement of the rate in one place as compared with the rate in another 
place is no indication —A. It is very misleading. The value of money is different, 
the general cost of living is different, and there are points of a technical character 
which differ widely. — 

Q. I suppose that applies to places of the same population ?—A, Yes, 

Q. So many things enter into the computation ?—A. Even in places in the same 
country you may find considerable difference in conditions. 

Q. Now, Mr. Webb, have you had occasion to consider the effect of telephone legis- 
lation in both Great Britain and Europe?—A. Well, I have followed the history of 
the telephone in Great Britain of course with a great deal of interest and very closely. 
I think, I have probably read all the various reports on investigations that have taken 
place, and I think the same statement applies there, that legislation has been restric- 
tive in the main, has restricted development. 

Q. Restrictive of development?—A. Yes. 

Q@. Does that apply to the continent of Europe as well as Great Britain?—A. I; 
applies, yes, to the continent of Europe generally. In most cases the business was 
started by companies under license from the government and afterwards tney were ab- 
sorbed by the government. The countries where there has been most freedom, where 
_ private enterprise has had the longest play, have been Norway and Sweden and Den- 
mark, and these countries you will find are more highly developed. It is only com- 
paratively recently that the government has interfered actively in Scandanavia. 

Q. Mr. Bergeron desires to know what the charges are in Sweden, how the private 
rates compare with the government rates, if you have that information here ’—A. Weil, 
in Stockholm, on account of the competition the state system makes a somewhat lower 
rate than the company system. The state charges a lower rate for the same class of 
service, unlimited service, than the company charges. But it is rather an artificial 
condition due to the competition, because it is a lower rate than the state charges in 
smaller towns in otner parts of Sweden they are charging a lower rate for service in a 
big place than they charge for service in smaller places in other parts of the country. 
In Norway and Denmark there is no active competition between company and state. 
The one place where that exists is Stockholm. 

Q. Have they the same rates in Stockholm ?—A. I was speaking then of Stock- : 
holm. . 

- Q. Can you give us the exact figures, Mr. Webb?—A. I do not know. I have 
not got my notes on that here. I can bring them this afternoon or to-morrow. 

Q. There is an article in ‘ Telephony’ giving the rates at that time—a year or two 
years since. ; 


By Mr. Lafleur: : 
Q. You have the 1905 rates. You can bring them?—A. Yes, I was in Stockholm 
last year. I think I have information that is comparatively up to date. 
Q. You will be able to tell us this afternoon whether these rates of 1903 have 
varied ?—A. Yes. . 


By Mr, Bergeron: 

Q. You said that the state-owned telephones in Stockholm have rates a little lower 
than the company’s rates?—A. Yes. 

Q. How do you account then for the fact that the company have 34,000 or 35,000 
subscribers and the state only about 11,000 if the rates of the state are lower? What 
_is the cause of that?—A. The state rate that, is lower is the rate for an unlimited ser- 
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vice. Of course, the company has a tariff covering various rates for various classes of 
service, measured service, party line service and so on. The state system has one rate 
for an unlimited service. So that, the company has a more flexible tariff to work with 
and they have got a great many subscribers at these various rates. It is quite an ex- 
tensive table of rates to choose from. 

Q. So that,-om the whole, since they have more subseribers the difference in the 
rates does not make much difference?—A. In what way do you mean ? 

Q. They have so many more subscribers than the state telephone, although the 
rates are lower?—A. You mean it makes a better bargain for the public? 

Q. I do not know—.—A. I think that is the case, that a larger system will always 
bring subscribers in greater number than the smaller system. It almost goes witaout 
saying. It is a more valuable service with a larger number of subscribers. I think 
also, broadly speaking, that a company will always beat a government department. 

Q. That explains also why out of the 11,000 state subscribers there are about 9,000 
who use both telephones?—A. Yes. 


Witness retired. 


The committee adjourned until 4 o’clock p.m. 


Fripay, May 26, 1905. 
4 o'clock p.m. 


The committee met, Sir William Mulock in the chair. 
The examination of Mr. Webb, resumed. 


By Mr. Lafleur: 


Q. I do not know if we correctly understood your statement in regard to develop- 
ment in Norway and Sweden. You spoke of the number of telephones being one for 
every fourteen or fifteen innabitants. Did you refer there to development at Stock- 
holm or in the whole country ?—A. I was undoubtedly at the moment thinking of 
Stockholm and not of the whole country. 

Q. Would that be true of the whole country ?—A. I find that the official statistics 
for January 1, 1905, show 112,250 telephones in Sweden, which gives one telepnone: to 
46°8 of the population. The other figures related to Stockholm itself. 

Q. So that these figures did not. apply to the whole country =A; No, in. the 
fizures I gave this mornirig, I was thinking of Stockholm and not of the wnole country. 

Q. While we are on this subject was there not some information that the com- 
mittee, I think it was the chairman, desired to get from you this afternoon and which 
you said you would furnish ¢—A. As to rates, I think. 

Q. That is the rates, I think, in Norway or Sweden.—A. In Sweden there is 
a flat rate of the general company for what are called starred subscribers which means 
that they have an asterisk against their names in the directory and it indicates that 
they may be called free, by message rate subscribers, that is a message rate subscriber 
calling a starred subscriber is not charged the message fee for that call. Those sub- 
seribers pay 100 kroner a year which is equivalent to about $97. Then there is a flat 
rate for unstarred 80 kroner, a party line rate 60 kroner and each of those pay an 
entrance fee of 50 kroner. They pay part of the capital cost of establishing their lines. 
Then an inside extension station. costs 34 kroner and an outside extension plant 40 
kroner for the first 500 metres of line and so on in proportion according ‘to the length | 
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of line. On this installation charge, 10 kroner, equal to $2.70, is charged. Then there 
is a message rate for business purposes of 45 kroner, with a kroner installation charge; 
residence purposes 86 kroner with the same installation charge. It is quite a usual 
practice on the continent of Europe, to make the subscriber pay part of the cost of es- 
tablishing the line, to make him pay part of the capital cost of his installation. Each 
of these classes of subscribers have 100 calls per quarter for that rate and pay 2°7 
cents fees for extra calls above the 100 calls per quarter. If the 100 calls are not 
used up in the quarter no credit is carried on. The 100 is supposed to be for that 
quarter and if a man only uses 50 he starts again on the next quarter. 

Q. Then a subscriber loses if he does not use the quantity 2A. Yes. Those are 
the principal rates of the company at Stockholm. 

Q. Is the calling rate high or low in that country ?—A. It is very difficult to tell. 
They do not keep complete statistics of traffic. It is always a very difficult matter to 
get accurate information in Stockholm as to the rate of calling. 

Q. The calling rate such as we have in this country with the system of charging 
would ‘seem to make it rather expensive ?—A. Yes, I think as a general rule the rate 
of calling is much lower in all European systems than it is in this country. 

Q. Will you turn to page 21, that is if you have finished your explanation in re- 
gard to the rates in Scandinavia?—A. I was trying to find the government rate in 
Stockholm. The government rate in Stockholm is 50 kroner, which is one-half the 
maximum rate of the company’s system. In other towns of Sweden, which are, of 
course, smaller than Stockholm, the government charges higher rates, which shows 
that the rate of. 50 kroner in Stockholm, is an artificial one, due to the competition. 

Q. Will you turn to page 21 of the evidence? I would like to supplement what 
you have said in regard to foreign rates by asking you concerning some countries 
specified there. First of all take Belgium. That is obviously an error in the column 
headed ‘ Remarks,’ where Brussels and Amsterdam are included. Amsterdam is tnere 
by mistake evidently ?—A. That probably should read Antwerp. 

(Q. Amsterdam ‘is properly included below under Holland ?—A. Under Holland, 
yes. 
Q. Now take the Denmark rate ? What do you say about that 2A. I think that 
is not correct. Perhaps you had better first take Austria. 

Q. Yes ?—A. The rate in Vienna which if course is the principal city is $40. In 
the smaller towns in Austria they make the subscriber pay the cost of establishing his 
line and then charge him a rate for maintenance and a rate for service and as a con- 
sequence they have a very small development in that country. But the rate in Vienna 
for unlimited service is $40. Then as to Denmark they have at Copenhagen quite an 
extensive tariff. 

Q. It is put down here at $40.56—A. Well, I think one thing that confuses this 
table a little is that apparently an effort has been made to work out the rates according 
to current rates of exchange. I confess I have always found that rather confusing. In 
working rates into American or Canadian money I have taken the even money, $5 for 
the pound, or 20 cents to the franc, or whatever it may be. I think that working it out 
by the rate of exchange gives you rather confusing figures. According to my notes 


_which of course were made on the spot, the highest rate in Copenhagen, is for service 


at hotels, restaurants, cafés, and clubs, where the patrons of the building use the ser- 
vice free of charge, and that rate is 180 kroner, which is equivalent to $48.60 at 27 
cents to the kroner. There is rather a point in comparing all these foreign rates in 
that the unit of money always has a distinct bearing on the price of things. The unit 
of money in Scandinavia generally is the kroner, which is equivalent to about 27 
cents, and although the kroner is not in Scandinavia exactly the equivalent of a dollar 
in this country it is considerably more than the equivalent of 27 cents in this coun- 
try—its purchasing power is considerably greater than the exact equivalent in Ameri- 
can money—I think in comparing all prices in different countries you have always 
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got to take into account the unit of money that rules in the country and its pur- 
chasing power. One hundred and eighty kroner represents a considerable sum in Den- 
mark, represents considerably more than $48 does in this country. Well, the next 
rate for business service in Copenhagen is 120 kroner. 

Q. Is this Copenhagen you are dealing with?—-A. This is Copenhagen. Of course 
all of these figures in Mr. Dagger’s table are very vague. The name of the country 
is given and then the rates, without specifying what towns they refer to. But I am 
taking Copenhagen, which is the principal town in the country. In all the Scan- 
dinavian countries you find in the smaller places numerous small concerns that do 
business in a variety of ways, co-perative companies that charge the subscriber for 
the building of his line and then charge him a rate for service and a rate for main- 
tenance, and it is very difficult to make any comparison with those rates. But in the 
big cities, of course, the business is run in the regular way with regulation rates. In 
Copenhagen the business rate, as I said, is 120 kroner, $32.40, and the residence rate 
is 100 kroner, which is equivalent to $27. Those rates, as you see, are somewhat 
higher than Stockholm. : 

_ Q. Now, passing over Finland, take France.—A. The rate in Paris is $80, 400 
frances. 

Q. Not $60 as set forth in the column at page 21?-A. And as stated here the sub- 
scribers have to buy their own instruments. They not only have to buy their own instru- 
ments but they have to pay the cost of connecting the house with the cables and the 

~sewers. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. That is stated here ‘ Paris subscribers must also buy their phones’ ?—A. Yes, 
I said that was stated and further than that they have to pay the cost of the connection 
to the house. The cables in Paris, the main cables, run in the sewers and the subscriber 
pays the cost of the branch cable from the sewer into the house, whatever that may be. 


By Mr. Lafleur: 


Q. Well, does the system of urgent calls or express calls prevail in Paris ?— 
A. From public stations ? 

Q. Yes ?—A. No, the urgent rate applies only to long-distance. 

Q. To long-distance?—A. Yes, and in Paris they make no difference in a rate be- 
tween a business telephone and a residence telephone, they all pay alike. 

Q. Now, take the next country, Germany, the rate is stated there to be $24.80, with 
certain additional charges $4.86 for the first 500. Is that correctly stated 2A. That 
does not tell the whole story. In Germany up to five or six years ago they had a univer- 
sal flat rate of 150 marks for places of all sizes. Any place throughout the country paid 
the same rate for an unlimited service. They found that was not a success and five or 
six years ago they revised their whole rate scheme und they raised the 
flat rate in the larger places. In Berlin they raised it to $45, 180 marks, and 
in Hamburg to $40, and they introduced a system of message rates based on what 
we call the divided message rate scheme, under which the subscriber pays a fixed rate 
for the maintenance of his line and station and pays a rate for each message, and the 
maintenance rate or the ground rate as they call it in Germany varies in accordance 
with the number of stations in the system. In the philosophic manner in which the 
Germans work out matters they attempted to make the rate vary with the cost of fur- 
nishing the service. It is well known that the large system costs more to operate than 
the smal! one. 

Q. That is the German government system you are referring to ?—A. Yes, 
throughout Germany the telephone system is operated by the Imperial post office. Of 
course, the larger number of telephones in Germany are still under flat rates. Al- 

- though the introduction of the message rate has given them a large development, the 
Mr. HERBERT L. WEBB. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 851 
' APPENDIX No. 1 


greater proportion are still flat rate subscribers. In Berlin there are 30,500 flat rate 
subscribers to 12,700 message rate subscribers. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. Has the subscriber the option to determine which way he shall pay ?—A. Oh, 
yes. ; . € 


By Mr. Lafleur: 


Q. Before I leave the question of European rates, Mr. Webb, I do not know if 
you have fully explained the outside system of long-distance rates, that is the urgent 
calls or express rates which prevail__A. We touched on that this morning. There is 
really not much to explain. It is simply the regulation that an urgent call which takes 
the head of the line so to speak is charged a triple rate. 

Q. A triple rate 2—A. And the person who wants to get through quickly pays. 

Q. As a matter of fact does a business man pay the urgent rate 2—A. As a mat- 
ter of practice they do, a large percentage of the calls are at the urgent rates. 

Q. Now, leaving that subject Mr. Webb ?—A. Before you leave Germany, I may 
say that I do not think the information in the table at page 21 

Q. Oh, yes, Germany.—A. Is very complete or correct. The rate system is a 
good deal more complicated than that and the figure of $24.30 I do not find at all in 
my notes. 

Q. That is the annual subscription 2—A. No. Tne thing is so worked out that 
under the message rates a total of about 1,600 messages a year brings the rate up to 
the equivalent of the flat rate, 80 that a man in Berlin under the message rate would, 
counting the year 4s having 300 working days, only have about five calls a day before 
he would be paying as much as the flat rate at $45. So you see the message rate is not 
much of a saving over the flat rate to the business man. 

Q. If that is all you have to say, Mr. Webb, on the subject of foreign rates for 
the present, I would like to ask you to give some further particulars in regard to the 
equipment of the municipal telephone systems in England. I gathered from what you 
told us that in your opinion these municipal systems in Great Britain were not built 
with regard to the existing state of the art at the time they were laid out. I would 
like you to give some instances.—A. You have got to consider that all of these muni- 
cipal systems, the whole five of them, that are working at present have been built since 
1900. The first that was built was begun some time in 1900, that is Glasgow, and was 
opened for service in the summer of 1901. At that time the common battery system 
was established and was very generally in use and was undoubtedly the best thing to 
use, but it was not adopted in Glasgow, in fact the manager of the Glasgow system 
reported specifically against it; and you will find if you read the report that is printed 
in the minutes, that the committee in 1904, after three years working, stated that they 

_ were obliged to consider converting the system, and they have announced in the Glas- 
gow press that taney are going to convert the system to lamp signalling and automatic 
calling and clearing, which is precisely the thing they could have had in 1900, but 

- condemned, that is the engineer condemned it. Well, in Portsmouth and Swansea 

Q. Pardon me, before we leave Glasgow, what kind of indicators are used in that 
city instead of the lamp signals 2—A. The ordinary electro magnetic indicators in the 
small exchanges and the flat switchboards in the main exchanges which are worked 
on the call wire system have no indicators on the call wire system. The order is given 
directly by talking to the operator, the operator is supposed to be listening permanent- - 
ly on the line. 

Q. You were going to refer to Swansea ?-_A. Then at Portsmouth and Swansea 
there is an indicator switchboard which is operated by the subscriber pressing a button 
on his instrument. The whole of tnese municipal systems are worked on what is called 
the ‘ring through’ principle, which obliges the subscriber to ring his correspondent. 
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The idea is that it saves work to the operator. The operator does not have to ring 
the called subscriber, but after ‘ne has got the number and made the connection says, 
‘You are connected, you are through,’ or something of that sort, and then the -calling 
subscriber has to put his telephone back on the hook and ring his correspondent him- 
self. That, of course, is a very antiquated method of working and very wasteful in 
matter of time botn for the subscriber and for the plant. It makes every connection 
occupy just so much more time. The method of calling by pressing a button of 
course involves the subscriber giving a definite signal to disconnect, which is the thing 
that the subscriber in a good many cases forgets to do, and in that way you have no 
positive disconnecting signal and the service is inferior for that reason, the lines are 
frequently left connected longer than tney should be. 

Q. While we are speaking of the ‘ ring through’ system, how does that work on the 
long-distance line ?—A. It has no effect on the long-distance line for the reason that 
the long-distance connection is always built up by the government operators as it were, 
and then goes back as a reverse call to the calling subscriber. But on the local trunks 
of course it involves a great waste of time. It involves this sort of thing : that sub- 
scribers get so much into the habit of ringing that he answers a call by ringing. When 
a man gets rung on the telephone in Glasgow, in six cases out of ten I suppose, he goes 
to the telephone and rings back because he is so accustomed to ringing, and you will” 
find that people in calling will leave their telephone on the hook and wait until they 
get that ring back after they have rung the other subscriber. Well, when you have got 
a system of 100,000 lines with 50,000 or 60,000 calls a day the amount of waste of time 
that that process means in a day’s work is something prodigious. Those methods of. 
working result in having to put a collection of notices like are on this red page (wit- 
ness ‘nolds up to view a book containing a coloured page) in the Glasgow corporation 
telephone directory with a lot of special instruction for using the telephone. Here 
is one with big letters headed ‘Important.’ ‘It is unnecessary for subscribers to ring 
back before taking the telephone off its rest to answer a call. When one subscriber 
rings another he should not wait for a ring back. He should take his telephone off 
immediately: after ringing and wait for its correspondent’s voice.’ ‘Chat shows the 
class of telephone work that is done in Glasgow and the very fact that they find it 
necessary to insert such a red page in the directory with all these complicated instruc- 
tions to the subscriber as to what not to do and what to do, in order to work the ser- 
vice proves its inefficiency, and that is a service that was established in the twentieth 
century. 

Q. You have referred to Glasgow and Swansea. How is the Brighton municipal 
system equipped in regard to indicators 2 Ts that one up to date ?—A. Brighton and 
Hull are equipped with a switchboard that is a sort of pallid imitation of the common 
battery system, which gives automatic signalling. When a subscriber takes his tele- 
phone off the hook, the hook in rising makes an earth contact and that throws the indi- 
eator at the exchange, and that indicator is restored mechanically when the operator 
answers. There is another indicator connected with a cord and when the subscriber 
replaces his telephone the hook makes a contact in going down and throws that indi- 
eator as a disconnecting signal, and taere is one of these disconnection indicators on 
each cord, in an attempt to reproduce and imitate the supervising signals of the com- 
mon battery system. But the trouble is that the indicators are not automatic and they 
are thrown when the hook goes either up or down, so that the called subscriber throws 
his indicator wnen he takes the telephone off the hook to answer and there you have 
half a disconnecting signal, and it is necessary for the operator to restore that indicator 
and put it in readiness to fall again when the subscriber has really finished. If the 
other subscriber by accident touches his hook, or if an earth contact comes on the line 
as may often happen, tne first subscriber’s indicator falls also, and then the operator 
has got a disconnection signal and cuts off the subscribers. Of course any method of 
that sort must lead to innumerable errors in the course of the day, and as a matter of 
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practice I think the operators disregard the second clearing out signal altogether, they 
do not take any notice of it. Any telephone man can easily see that the second indi- 
cator might just as well be painted on the.board for all the use it is. In fact it would 
be better painted, then it would not worry the operator. 

Q. Is Brighton not any more advanced as to the switchboards than as to the indica- 
tors‘—A. The switchboard is practically what I have described, that is the general 
method of working the switchboard. Of course the plan of using mechanically restored 
drops is a great defect because it means that the signal can only be restored by the 
operator who is immediately opposite it. In the common battery switchboard the signal 
ean be seen three or four positions away and in that manner you get the operators work- 
ing as a team, and it has been calculated by a very careful test that when you have what 
is called team work you get about 15 per cent higher efficiency in the working of the 
exchange than if you have a switcnboard in which team practice is not practicable. 
In the case of the Brighton switchboard the very fact that only the operator opposite 
a signal can restore it, bars out team work. 

Mr. Lariteur.—lI think that is all I have to ask Mr. Webb at present. I under- 
stood it was the intention of the committee to offer some expert evidence. In that 
case, if any new matters, irrespective of the questions discussed, should arise, I would 
ask permission to re-examine our experts if they are still here. I think, however, I 
have covered all the ground which I can profitably cover at present. I would like, 
however, to have that understanding in the event of any new points arising. 

The CHammMan.—There will be no difficulty in giving your other witnesses a hear- 
ing. I have no doubt that after Mr. Webb is examined, after the evidence of your 
experts is concluded, if the committee decide to call any expert witnesses in their own 
behalf, ample opportunity will be given to other parties in regard to any phases that 
may arise as the result of such evidence put in by the committee, 

Mr. Curysier.—I would prefer, if it is convenient for the committee, to adjourn 
the cross-examination of Mr. Webb until Monday morning. A new field has been 
opened up by the evidence of this witness and one which has not been touched upon 
by any of the other witnesses. 


By the Chairman : | ; 


; Q. One or two matters have come to my mind and as I shall not be here on Mon- 
day, I will question Mr. Webb now in regard to them. I have in my hand an excerpt 
from the Electrical Engineer of February 3, 1905, containing a communication signed 
‘John Macfee, Glasgow.’ Do you know Mr. John Macfee?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is his position?—A. He is the general manager of the corporation, of 
the telephone department. 7 
; Q. Is he a competent manager ?—A. I should not like to offer any opinion upon 
that. 
. Q. What are his qualifications ?—A. I have met Mr. Macfee. I believe he was at 
some time a local manager in the National Telephone Company. He has been with 
the corporation of Glasgow, the corporation telephone department, since the begin- 
ning. He was assistant manager at first. 

Q. In this letter he does not appear to agree with your opinion, as expressed here 
to-day, at least as expressed somewhere else, as to the conditions in Glasgow. He says 
in the letter of January 25, 1905, as follows : ‘I observe in your issue of the 20th 
instant a letter by Mr. H. L. Webb ’—that would be you ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. ‘A letter by Mr. H. L. Webb on telephone rates in which he refers to the con- 
templated rearrangement of operating service in Glasgow. Permit me to state that 
Mr. Webb’s remarks as to the necessity of rebuilding plant are entirely incorrect, as no 
‘ rebuilding of plant will be necessary. His further remarks regarding the probable 
cost and the so-called telephone muddle, which appear to be the outcome of a preju- 
diced imagination, are too ridiculous for comment. (Signed) John Macfee, Glasgow, 
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95th January, 1905.’ Apparently he does not agree with you, Mr. Webb ?—A. Ap- 
parently he does not, at least for publication. | 

Q. I presume he is writing conscientiously, and with knowledge, such as it is ?— 
A. Well, sir, I do not know. I have been in the telephone business for sixteen years. 
T have seen the whole telephone system of New York rebuilt twice over, and in some 
cases the same exchange in that time rebuilt three times over, and I have never heard 
of anybody who has attempted to graft an entirely different system of working on old 
switchboards. It is a practical impossibility, and if it were possible it would not be 
worth doing. 

Q. Have the companies that you have been connected with abandoned what they 
regard as antiquated plant ?—A. Oh, unquestionably. 

Q. They have thrown out of use into the scrap heap, as it is called, switchboards 
that have cost large sums of money ?—A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. Undoubtedly. So that it is not the municipal system only that has to aban- 
don plant ?—A. No, sir. But the grave defect of the Glasgow system is that they put 
in this antiquated system long after any competent telephone engineer knew that it 
was antiquated and knew the fundamental defects of the system. It is too foolish 
that one should have to discuss such a method as that in these days. It has been dis- 
earded in Philadelphia and St. Louis, the only two places where it had been in opera- 
tion to any extent on this continent ten years ago. 

Q. Have what may be called the old line telephone companies made no such mis- 
takes?—A. Oh, I do not say that at all. 

Q. They have, have they?—A. You have got to consider that this Glasgow tele- 
phone business was started in 1900 and they had the whole accumulated experience of 
twenty years to draw upon, but they preferred to ignore it. It was a splendid oppor- 
tunity to establish a first-rate up-to-date plant. 

Q. That was merely an error of judgment perhaps?—A. It was undoubtedly an 
error of judgment. 

Q. Ii your view is correct they committed an error of judgment?—A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. And because of that error of judgment would you condemn the municipal tele- 
phone system ?’—A. I have never condemned the municipal telephone idea in principle. 
What I have condemned is the work which has been done on the existing systems. 

Q. Then all your testimony as regards Glasgow goes simply to show that in the 
case of that city they have made some engineering mistakes?—A. That is a gentle 
way of putting it. They have made engineering mistakes which undermine the value 
of the whole system. 

Q. You expressed the opinion, I think, that public opinion in England was drift- 
ing against the municipalization of telephones?—A. I do not know about public opinion 
generally, I do not think public opinion generally takes much interest in the subject. 
T think the people that understand the business are universally against it. 

Q. Well you have showed that there had been an abandonment of municipal tele- 
phone systems have you not?—A. In the case of the Tunbridge Wells and I think the 
others would be very glad to sell out to-day if they could get their money back. 

Q. Why?—A. For the very reason they have made so many mistakes. 

Q. Isee. Well, there is a system installed in Brighton you say?—A. Yes. 

Q. I have a paper here, the Canadian Engineer, which contains an article bearing 
on the subject which was written by Mr. Dagger, a gentleman now present, and he 
purports to quote, on the authority of Mr. A. R. Bennett, the result of an expression 
of opinion obtained from the subscribers to the Brighton system. The question as to 
whether they preferred the municipal system or the company system was submitted 
to them with the following result. Out of 447 subscribers, this statement is to the 
effect that 398 declared in favour of a municipal service, 5 in favour of company 
service, 12 were indifferent, 28 were satisfied with the municipal service but expressed 
no opinion about company service, and 4 were uncertain. That expression of opinion, 
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it is stated here, was obtained by pracically a vote taken ?—A Sending out post cards 
and asking questions. 

Q. Are you at all familiar with the feeling among the subscribers at Brighton ?— 
A. No. I have read the original document from which that was extracted. It was 
done shortly after the Brighton corporation system started up and it was all quite new. 

~ was a very small exchange and a very simple one to work and it was done at a time 
when the National Exchange was being reconstructed in the winter when they had a 
sort of breakdown and had a good deal of trouble. So of course that was a very op- 
portune time for getting favourable answers regarding the municipai service. 

Q. Can you give any explanation why it is that in many of the leading states 
ef the Union so much more progress has been made in extending the telephone system 
by independent companies than by the American Bell Telephone Company ? Here I 
have a letter just handed to me written by Mr. Wm. L. Moellering, President of the 
Northern Indiana Telephone Association. His letter is as follows :— 


‘Fort Wayne, Inp., 
May 24, 1905. 


Sir Witu1amM Mutock, K.C.M.G., 
Ottawa, Canada. 


Dear Sir,—Answering your inquiry under date of May 22, relative to telephone 
systems, &c., beg to say that the number of independent telephones in the State of 
Indiana is 175,000, the number of the Bell approximately 30,000. The Independent 
Company began operation in this state 10 years ago, the Bell 25 years ago.’ 


—A. Well, I should want to check the gentleman’s figures before giving an opinion. 

Q. You are not inclined to accept them?—A. I am never inclined to accept any of 

these sweeping statements. 

Q. You have sufficient knowledge, I suppose, Mr. Webb, of the growth of the in- 
dependent telephone companies in many of the states of the Union to know fairly 
accurately the extent of their operations?—A. From reading in the press I certainly 
have a very strong idea that the figures are exaggerated. I know perfectly well there 
has been a large growth in independent telephony, very naturally so, they have gone 
into fields that have been little developed, and have developed them, and in many 
cases they have done very well indeed. 

Q. But is there not one explanation in this, that these independent companies seek 
to develop their systems among the rural populations, which is apparently not the 
policy of the old line companies?—A. I think that may be, but frankly I have not been 
in those parts of the country, and I do not like to express an opinion upon things I 
have not seen myself at all. 

Q. Another question that you might tell us, was the distances from London to Ber- 
lin and London to Paris, there is telephone connection between those points, I under- 
_ stand?—A. No, not as from London to Berlin, London to Paris, yes, but not to Berlin, 
the sea distance is too great. 

Q@. Over what lines do you telephone from London to Brussels ?—A. Over the lines 
of the two governments, and the cable laid jointly by the two governments. 

Q. How many physical connections have to be made for the transmission of mes- 
sages?’—A. That is a through line from terminal to terminal. 

Q. It is one through line?—A. Yes. 

Q. It was stated by a witness yesterday, Mr. McFarlane I think, that you could 
telephone from London to Berlin. That was a mistake, was it?—A. I think that was 
a mistake. 

Mr. MoFar.aneE.—I understood you to say you could telephone? 

The Cuamman.—I have no knowledge, I was informed. 

Mr. McFariane.—I said I was not sure, I thought it might be.-—A. They have 
made experiments and wanted to do that. But the German government will not work 
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any line that passes through foreign territory, so that it necessitates a cable that goes 
from English to German soil, and the cable distance is too great to telephone over. 
The submarine cable has great retarding effect on the telephone current; but London 
talks to Paris, and to Brussels. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. My attention has been called to July, 1904, number Telephony containing 
what purports to be a statement by Mr. F. M. Adams, a writer in the Brooklyn Eagle; 
do you know that gentleman?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You don’t know him—well, he has been in Glasgow, and has expressed himself 
as follows :— 

‘The work of construction was begun in July, 1900, and up to the present time 
Glasgow has expended $1,350,000 on its telephone plant. While the city contains only 
90 square miles of territory, the telephone wires reach over nearly ten times that large 
a district. Under the old telephone company no effort was made to reach the suburban 
area.’ 

Is that correct?—A. No, I should say it was not correct. The telephone area of Glas- 
gow is 148 square miles. 

Q. Then he says :— 

‘The private company catered only to the congested district, and imagined that they 
would lose money if they improved the service, extended the scope or lowered the rates. 
Under their management the average annual cost of a telephone was $60 or more. (by 
took from 1 to 10 minutes to make a connection. London is in the same plight to-day 
that Glasgow found itself in four years ago. The private telephone systems of Great 
Britain are inefficient almost beyond belief. The Glasgow telephone service is the best 
I have ever inspected.’ 

__A. He must have had hard luck in the other places. 

Q. Mr Adams continues :— - 

‘Mr. Bennett informed me that their statistics showed that the average time re- 
quired to make a connection was less than 15 seconds. I made a test on my own ac- 
count and called up ten subscribers. Of the nine who responded, the average time 
from unhooking the receiver to answers from those addressed was 14 seconds.’ 


That would be pretty good time? That would be what you would call smart ser- 
vice ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. That will be smart service?—A. Oh, yes, that is right. 

Q. He continues: 


‘It should be explained that the telephone booth is practically unknown in the 
office of a Glasgow business man. The instrument is on the edge of his desk and the 
receiver and transmitter are in one piece. This aluminum device is connected with a 
wire cord, and the customer may converse leaning back in his chair or walking about 
the room as he prefers. It is a most decided improvement over the clumsy and anti- 
quated system which yet prevails in most exchanges in the United States.’ 


A. That is the hand telephone set, which is used very largely in Europe. But 
the rest of it is, of course mainly inaccurate. That is a newspaper writer and I do 
not think you can take that as evidence. ; 

Q. You have no great faith in writers in the newspapers?—A. Not on technical 
subjects, no. 

Q. But he is speaking of practical results; he tells us there of the working of the 
system ?—A. You can make a special test of that kind on almost any system and get 
results when people are looking out for results. I am talking of ordinary daily work- 
ing, the results from the service given from day to day. 

Mr. LAFLEUR.—I am employed in the Supreme Court on Monday morning. I have 
the first case on the list, but there is already work for the committee on Monday morn- 
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ing. Mr. Ethier will be here about the Montreal question, and if you see no objection 
we may say four o’clock on Monday for the continuation of Mr. Webb’s examination. 
J shall be free then. As I have taken Mr. Webb’s examination up to the present I can 
hardly ask another counsel to continue. 

She CHairman.—That will be satisfactory, Mr. Lafleur, we can take other busi- 
ness in the meantime. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Tell me as a matter of opinion at what distance can you talk over the telephone 
with advantage either on the continent or in England or anywhere in Europe?—A. 
Do you mean the maximum distance? 

Q. Well, how far can you telephone and speak very well?—A. There is a line 
working from Vienna to Paris which is about 700 miles; I should say that is one of 
the longest distances. I doubt whether, as a general rule, you talk in Europe over as 
long distances as in this country, and that is mainly because the distances do not exist 
in most countries. Some of the international lines, like Vienna to Paris, or Vienna to 
Berlin, are pretty long. A line is being planned from Paris to Madrid, that would be 
about 800 miles, but the distances in England seldom go much above 400 or 500 miles, 
simply because the important towns are not much more than that distance apart. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. You say that the gross revenue of 11% on the capital of the company is not 
enough to make it pay. What would be a proper or sufficient revenue ?—A. I said that 
with regard to trunk lines, the government trunk lines. 

Q. You stated I believe A. I think I stated as regards the Glasgow system that 
the original estimate foreshadows a gross revenue of about 28 per cent. I ean give 
you the exact figures. The earliest estimate gave the capital cost per line at £17, and 
the rate was to be £5 10s. That was a percentage of gross revenue to capital cost of 
321. Then the estimate was changed a bit and the capital cost was brought up to 
nearly £19 per line, and the rate was reduced to 5 guineas instead of £5 10s.; that made 
the percentage of gross revenue 28 per cent on the capital cost. That was an estimate 
that would be very satisfactory, about 28 per cent on the capital stock. That gross 
revenue would give you a good margin to pay working expenses and dividends. But 
when the thing got to work, the average cost per line ran up to about £34, instead of 
the estimated £19; if you analyse that statement that you have printed in your minutes, 
allowing for the value of the extension stations, &c., you will find that it makes up 
au average of about £34 to the line, and the gross revenue is about 16 per cent on the 
capital. So that you see there is a very great difference in the actual results as com 
pared with the estimate on which the business was based. . 

Q. You recommend highly the way the government trunk lines were built in the 
_ city of London?—A. Not the trunk line but the cable system, the cable plant of the 
London post office system. By trunk line we mean, in England, the long-distance line. 

Q. That is the government line?—A. Yes. 

Q. Your opinion is that they were put in permanently ?—A. The work was very 
thoroughly done indeed. 

Q. Are you aware that the Glasgow system was put in under government super- 
vision?—A. No, it was not. 

Q. I understand that is a fact?—A. That is not a fact, as I stated. The govern- 
ment attached to the license a sort of general specification which lays down general 
conditions to which the municipal plant shall conform, and simply specifies that all 
lines shall be metallic circuit and that effective disconnecting signals shall be provided 
and so forth. But the government never makes any inspection of the work, nor inspects 
the plant in detail, and in my remarks this morning I said clearly that I did not ap- 
prove the practice of using a cable buried solid in the ground. I do not doubt that the 
actual work of building the ducts in Glasgow was well dcne. 
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Q. Can the telephone system be operated as cheaply in Canada as it can in the 
United States, in your experience of both countries ?—A. That I should not like to say. 
I have not been long enough in Canada to give an offhand opinion on a point like that. 

Q. Are you employed by any company or are you just an expert, a free lance {— 
A. T am a free lance in the main. Of course as I stated in my qualifications, I have 
a retainer from the National Telephone Company as well as other companies, but | 
have my own office and in no way am T an officer of the company, I am entirely free 
to take any other business that offers. 

Q. Especially if it comes from the National Telephone Company ?—A. I am re- 
tained by the National Telephone Company. 

Q. Is that a paying concern ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Giving good satisfaction?—A. Oh, yes, it pays an average dividend of 5 per 
cent. 

Q. Is it in operation in the city of London?—A. Practically in every town in the 
kingdom. . 

Q. Does it give as good satisfaction as the Bell Telephone Company in Canada ?— 
A. As far as I know it does. 

Q. You have experience in both, I suppose 2—A. Well, it gives a reasonable good 
service, yes. The National Telephone Company throughout the country have laboured 
under a handicap to a great extent in working under a limited license. The license 
from the government expires in six years, in 1911, and although the development of the 
telephone business has been great it has been difficult of late years, for the National 
Telephone Company to raise capital sufficient to carry on that development on account 
of its limited tenure of business.. So that to a certain extent the company has had to 
put the brakes on instead of developing freely, it has had to restrict its development 
and has had to be very careful about the expenditure of new capital. So that some of its 
local systems are not to-day as up to date as they mignt be. In London they are re- 
constructing at the present time the entire system with a common battery plant, and 
a large number of exchanges have already been converted and others are being con- 
verted steadily. ? 

Q. In the United States, the telephone system is as complete and modern a system 
as it can be?—A. I think in practically all the cities in the United States to-day the 
telephone system is working with a modern plant. : 

Q. And modern ’phones too?—A. That I cannot say. 

Q.-Are they paying in the United States 2—A. As far as I know in the main they 
are. I think business is fairly prosperous. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. These rates that you quoted to the committee to-day, are they existing rates? 
I mean in Sweden, Glasgow and other places?—-A. Yes. 

Q. Is there anything in that report about the government. I think one of the 
witnesses, Mr. Willock, gave evidence to the effect that the government were consider- 
ing taking over the National system and operating it?—A. Yes. 

Q. There is something in that?—A. The agreement has been concluded. 

Q. Would it not seem rather odd that the government, if this present existing 
government system is not a success, would desire to take over the National system too? 
—A. Ido not quite understand your question. 

Q. I understand you to say that it has not been a success, financial or otherwise, 
the operation of the state-owned system, the trunk line system in England?—A. I say 
it has not been a financial success, the working of the long-distance line, certainly. 

Q. Have they local systems, they have in London, for instance?—A. Yes. 

Q. In London?—A. They have a system in London. 

Q. You have quoted figures to show that even in London it is not a financial 
success?—A. Yes, at the present time it is not paying expenses. 
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Q. That is the reason I asked you?—A. I see the drift of your question now. It 
is a matter of politics really, I mean that the government officials think they ought to 
control the telephone business, and they mean to control it, and that is about the end 
of it. 

Q. Is it causing any dissatisfaction with the National system at all?—A. No, I 
do not think so. I think it is simply a question of government monopoly of the busi- 
ness; the government owns the telegraph and they want to bring the telephone service 
into the same relationship. 

Q. Is there any popular demand for it?—-A. I should not say so, no. 

Q. I cannot see that there would be much politics in it then ?—A. I think I might 
say that the agreement on the whole has been received very favourably by the press, and 
so far as public opinion is concerned, there has not been much criticism of it. 
Of course, the agreement has not yet been debated or discussed in parliament at all. 
A select committee is to be appointed to consider it, and the agreement is not to be 
ratified until it has been considered and reported on, and until parliament approves. 

Q. The figures you quoted in regard to the operation of the London system did not 
include the service gratis, of course, to the government?—A. Yes, it did. They allow 
an amount for service rendered to government departments without charge. 

Q. You did not quote that at all?—A. Yes, I think I stated that. 

Q. I think you said including——A. It credits that. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Yes, it did. I remember quite well reading that?—A. Yes, it amounts to 
£1,800, value of the service rendered to government departments without payment. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. While in Sweden—you said that the government-owned Fee are not being 
developed to the same extent that the company-owned lines are?—A. In Stockholm, 
yes. 

Q. Of course, the company lines have been in existence a much longer time, have 
they not?—A. Well, I am not sure about that. I rather fancy that the government 
system was established first. 

Q. You are sure ?—A. I would not be certain about that. In any case, I do not 
think there is much difference between them. The General Telephone Company was 
founded about 1886 or something like that, and I think they had a state system at the 
time. 

Q. In Germany they have no company-owned lines ?—A. No, there never have 
been any companies in Germany. The government took the monopoly there from the 
beginning, and never allowed a telephone company to exist. 

Q. You spoke about only six municipalities in England having taken advantage 
of municipal ownership ?—A. Yes. 

'Q. Can you account for that in any way except the timidity of the public to 
launch on that experiment ?—A. It is not a question of the public at all. It is a question 
of the town council. JI mean, those systems have been established in response to no 
public demand, but simply some committee of the town council had brought the mat- 
ter forward. A telephone committee has been formed, and they put the scheme 
through in that way. And the fact that many municipalities have considered it and 
have not done anything, to my mind simply shows that on investigation they did not 
think it was a wise thing to go in for. 

Q. I presume the experience of the municipal plant has had something to do with 
forming that decision, in your opinion ? The experience of Glasgow, for instance ?— 
‘A. Well, I should think it has, very likely. You see, in Glasgow the scheme was put 
‘forward calling for a capital of £100,000 in round figures—£97,000 or £98,000—and 
they have been going only four years and they have already spent over £350,000, and 
have not really got very much to show for it, only about 10,000 subscribers. 
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Q. The reasons you have assigned for the Glasgow system not being remunerative 
were largely because of the obsolete plant, the manner of laying their cable—their 
obsolete system—want of modern method, and so on. But, outside of that, is there any 
reason in your mind why municipal ownership of the plant should not pay ?—A. At 
those rates, I think there is every reason. I think the rate is an impossible one. I 
‘do not think it is practicable to telephone a big city area like Glasgow at a rate of 
£5. It is not possible to give an up-to-date service and make it pay at that rate. 

Q. Did the German system on these lines pay ?—A. Take the Hamburg or Berlin 
rates to begin with. The rate is nearly double—$45. You have got a great difference 
there. Whether they pay or not I really cannot tell you. You eannot very well make 
out from government accounts whether any particular department pays or not. 

Q. You have not any statistics to show —A. No, I have none. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You say the rate in Glasgow is five guineas—what we would call about $26— 
and that it is not in your opinion a praying rate ?—A. No, sir, not for a big city. 

Q. What do you think would be a paying rate—£5-5 ?—A. If I were establishing a 
new telephone system in a big town like Glasgow, I would not offer any flat rate at all. 
I would have a tariff of message rates, which gives a much more elastic scheme of 
rates. It enables one to take in the small user at a rate he is able and willing to pay, 
and then with the large user you get a rate commensurate with the service he uses. 

Q. I suppose if the municipality establishes a municipal system the municipality 
us a whole is responsible for the liability ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Although but a small percentage of the ratepayers may care to use a tele- 
phone ?—A. Certainly. 

Q. That being the case, isn’t it possible that the apathy of Hadhicre antes in Eng- 
land on the telephone question arises from the fact that the great majority of the 
people are not concerned in regard to telephones, whether the system of a company 
or state, or municipal-owned one?—A. You can make all sorts of conjectures, of 
course, as to the reasons. But, as a matter of fact, none of these systems has been 
started in response to any public demand. The whole project has been brought up in 
the town council itself, and as a matter of fact there has been considerable opposition 
to the borrowing of money for telephone purposes among the ratepayers in almost all 
of these towns. 

Q. Are you familiar with the municipal system of Guernsey ?—-A. Well, it is not 
exactly a municipal system; it does not come under the category ot a municipal sys- 
tem. It has nothing to do with the systems started under the Act of 1899, it was 
established before the Act. Guernsey, as you know, has home rule entirely. It is not 
governed by the general laws of England. 

Q. It is a state-owned system ?—A. Yes, but it is not in the same sense of the 
word—it is not a municipal system cumparable with Glasgow or Brighton or Ports- 
mouth. 

Q. Whatever it is, it has no stockholders ?—A. No, it is done with money loaned 
by the states—what they call the States of Guernsey, that is, the local parliament. 

Q. And is owned by the people?—A. Yes. 

Q. Whether they are a municipality or independent sovereign power?—A. Yes. Of 
course you want to make a distinction between that and these municipal systems car- 
ried on under a distinct Act of Parliament. 

@. Whatever it is, it is not owned by stockholders?—A. No. 

Q. And the profit or loss accruing from the system goes to the state?—A. Yes. 

Q. Has that system been a success?—A. As far as one can tell from the published 
balance sheets it pays its way; yes. I think you will find it stated in your minutes 
that 10 per cent is put aside for depreciation. As a matter of fact, it is only 5 per cent’ 

Q. They have been in operation about eight years, I think ?—A. It was started in 
-1898—it has been in operation really a little over six years. It was building in 1898. 
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Q.-I think they have issued the eight-year statement. Do you know how they 
stand financially to-day ?’—A. Well, this is the statement for 1903 (referring to docu- 
ment). I do not think I have the statement for 1904. I do not know. Then they had 
to rebuild their exchange entirely last year after having been working only five or six 
years. | 

Q. I have their statement here up to the 31st of December, 1904. That will, there- 
fore, include the rebuilding. Can you tell me from an examination of that statement? 
That will include the time of rebuilding. I make out from this statement that they 
have their capital intact and about 20 per cent of reserve?—A. Yes, I see they carry 
over the year to reserve account for depreciation and sinking fund £1,200 on a capital 
of £27,000. 

Q. You add that to what they had before to their credit?—A. You see this is noth- 
ing like 10 per cent as is stated in your evidence here. 

Q. What is the result ofsthat from an analysis of that statement? How much do 
you make out that they have over and above their capital?—A. It is really less than 
four and a half per cent. 

Q. How do you make out the other side of it? Their capital is £27,000?—A. Yes, 
and they have got £5,000 in hand for depreciation. 

Q. A little over £5,000?—A. £5,086. 

Q. That is about 20 per cent—about one-fifth?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is the result of six or seven years’ operations, having had to rebuild last 
year and paying dividends?—A. I do not think that that is included. As I recollect, 
they issue a separate loan for the reconstruction. It does not seem to be mentioned 
in this statement. But there is a report. I fancy I had it in one of my serap books 
in connection with the rebuilding of the exchange, and, as I recall, they were going to 
borrow additional money for that work. 

Q. Can you tell me the population of Guernsey?—A. It is something over 40,000. 

Q. The whole island?—A. It is a very small place. . 

Q. How many telephones does that statement show that they have?—A. 1904—it 
shows a total of about 1,200 instruments of all kinds—1,162 actual subscribers’ lines. 

Q. And you say there was quite an increase. Was there in that fiscal year?—A. 
An increase of 118, about 10 per cent. 

Q. So that, they are how many to the telephone?—A. I can get the exact figures. 

Q. Mr. Dagger informs me that the population was 35,000 in 19012—A. I think 
that is under the mark. I can give you the exact figures. I was in Guernsey myself 
a little while ago and my recollection is that they put the population something like 
42,000. 

Q. Is there any talk of abandoning that system?—A. Not at all. They would be 
very foolish if they did. But you cannot compare a little village like Guernsey with 
a town on the mainland. The conditions are entirely different. It is very easy to build, 
simple, cheap work, like that in an agricultural district where there is nothing to in- 
terfere with any of the wires and the whole life of the place is extremely simple. The 
system is built with No. 19 wire, which is very fine, and which is not used in city work 
at all, and everything is done to make it extremely cheap. So that there is absolutely 
no comparison between that and a city. 

Q. This statement (referring to document) represents the tariff as follows: On 
tariff ‘A’ the rate is £1 10s. and 1d. per call?—A. Yes, they have done very well. It 
i8 message rates mostly. 

Q. Tariff ‘B,’ £2 5s. and a half-penny per call?—A. Yes, and they have a flat rate 
of £5—what is practically a flat rate—£5 for 3,000 calls. 

Q. The people seem satisfied ?—A. Yes, I think it answers their needs very well. 


By Mr. Lafleur: 
Q. Is it a metallic system ?—A. Yes, I think it is, but it is an extremely simply 


constructed system. 
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By Mr. Zimmerman: 


Q. What time was the National system established in Glasgow ?—A. Oh, I should 
say in the early eighties. 

Q. 1885 ?—A. Before that, I should think, as far as I know. I have not got the 
exact date, but it would be some time in the eiginties. 

Q. The municipal system was established when, 1900 ?—A. Yes. 

Q. They have practically 14,000 telephones as against 20,000 of the National ?— 
A. Yes, they have 18,000. 

Q. Would not that indicate they have a pretty good system ?—A. No, I do not 
think it indicates that necessarily. They started by cutting the rate in ‘nalf and natur- 
ally they got a great meny people in the beginning on account of the cheapness. Mind 
you, Glasgow is a very large city, and even taking the two together, 13,000 and 22,000 
—it is still only scratching the surface of the possibilities of telephone development 
there. 

The company must have been very slow ?—A. As I have already explained to 
these gentlemen, the devlopment of the telephone throughout Great Britain has been 
restricted by the system of limiting the licenses. They could spend £3,000,000 or 
£4,000,000 sterling a year easily there in developing the telephone systems of the coun- 
try. Instead of that, they have to hold down because they cannot get money to do it 
on account of their limited tenure of business. This has ‘ineld the whole thing back 
for years. 

Q. I see Mr. Willock’s statement. He says that after paying the interest on the 
investment and putting by a certain sum for rent account, and another special sum, I 
think, for repairs, they had a balance of £38,650 after paying all expenses and putting 
by a certain amount to rest account, whicn would wipe out the cost of the whole sys- 
tem in thirty years.—A. Yes, they put by a sinking fund. They have to do that by 
law. There is no merit about that—they are obliged to pay it—and if they cannot 
do it out of the proceeds of the telephone business they have to pay it out of the rates. 
They must do it by law. Tinat applies to any money that a corporation borrows for 
any purpose. 

Q. That would indicate that the Glasgow system was doing very well.—A. No, 
sir—£3,600 for depreciation on a capital of £300,000 is absolutely trivial. It is just 
over 1 per cent. 

Q. That is after paying the interest on the investment, and in addition to that 
they have enormous amounts of stock ready for new construction work. That is in- 
cluded in the amount they have been paying interest on ?—A. Certainly, every tele- 
phone concern has to have tnat. They cannot do the business without it. 

Q. Yes, but they were preparing to extend their system very extensively, and they 
iad a very large amount of material on hand to extend that system. That should not 
be classed as material for repairs and so forth—A. No, it is not stock, but plant in 
place. It is the question of spare plant again. You never can build a telephone sys- 
tem exactly the size to fit the number of subscribers at the moment. You have to go 
far ahead of the immediate requirements. That condition exists in any telephone 
system. You can go to any big telephone system in the world and find 30 to 40 per 
cent of the plant is unoccupied. It is absolutely necessary to carry on tne business to 
have that spare plant in order to give the flexibility to the system to take on sub- 
scribers wherever they offer. You must always have spare plant. 


The committee adjourned. 
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Turspay, May 30th, 1905. 
The committee met at 3 o’clock p.m. 


It was unanimously resolved that Mr. Zimmerman act as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee during the absence of Sir William Mulock. 


Mr. ZimMMERMAN.—It is too bad that our able Chairman is compelled to be absent 
for perhaps three or four weeks. Business has called him away to England which will 
absolutely prevent him from being here. In the meantime I will do the best I can in his 
place. I think it will be proper to make a statement as to the position of affairs and my 
own views up to the present time, and a proper course to take in the future. We are now 
entering upon an interesting branch of this question as the evidence taken by the com- 
mittee will have to be submitted to parliament and may form the basis for important 
legislation. It is not therefore merely a question as to the views of the committee, but 
it is important that for the information of parliament and the country the records 
should be as complete as possible. . 

Therefore, I think, we should have the evidence of independent experts, familiar 
with the conditions in United States and Canada. It is quite evident that it will not 
be possible to recommend any legislation this year, considering the advanced stage of 
the session. There are additional reasons why we should take that course. We have 
sent out to various European countries a circular letter asking for information. We 
have hardly had time to receive the replies from: that important source. And we re- 
cently also, have sent communications to the heads of each municipality in Canada 
asking for their opinions and suggestions. I think it would be well to await the replies 
to these communications as no doubt they will be helpful to the committee. I think 
the committee should utilise the remainder of the session for the better perfecting of 
the work of enquiry and rounding up the evidence as fully as possible. The question 
before us is of such importance and the evidence so complicated, that it would be well, 
in my opinion, for the committee and the country to take the approaching recess to 
digest it so that an intelligent report can be prepared. In the meantime no harm can 
come by the short delay. On the other hand I believe much good will result. I think 
the result of the investigation so far has been of incalculable benefit to the country 
and no doubt a most comprehensive report is looked for from this committee. There- 
fore I trust all the members of the committee will continue to take the same interest 
in this important work during the absence of our able Chairman, Sir William Muloek. 


Mr. Mactean.—I would just like to make a remark with reference to your state- 
ment, Mr. Chairman. It is true that the session is advanced but I do not know whether 
it may not last for several months yet. Such being the case there is no reason to hope, 
even if the Chairman is absent, that this committee is now possessed of sufficient 
evidence to warrant the introduction of legislation this session. I certainly have a 
clear cut opinion in the matter that we have now before us and think enough evidence 
has been elicited to justify us in recommending parliament to pass a law compelling 
interchange of business on the part of telephone companies. In the second place we 
have sufficient evidence before us to have the Railway Act so amended, if it requires an 
amendment, to compel all railway companies to give access to their stations and other 
places. So, Mr. Chairman, while I agree with you that the question is a complex one 
and that we ought to get the fullest information and certainly expert testimony, it 
does appear to me that we have quite sufficient evidence at present to recommend to 
parliament to pass, at this session an Act, or what may be called a temporary Act, in 
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order to remove the two substantial grievances which exist to-day and which cannot be 
justified by any argument which has been presented to this committee, namely, the 
' refusal to interchange business on the switch board on the part of telephone companies 
and the refusal of the railway companies to admit any but the Bell Company to their 
stations. I am quite willing to sit here and hear all the evidence and to act on your 
suggestion that we should get at the bottom of this matter and prepare a very full 
report, but I do not quite see that we are prevented from making a recommendation to 
parliament this session. 3 


The Cuairman.—Of course, Mr. Maclean, the matter is in the hands of the com- 
mittee entirely to deal with. There is some important evidence to come yet, and it 
will be for the committee to say later on what course shall be taken. The suggestion 
thrown out was only in accordance with my own views. 


Mr. Macuean.—I know and I pay great respect to that. I see that we will not be 
able to exhaust the question this session, but we can make some recommendations to 
parliament if we find it necessary. 


The CHaiRMAN.—I may say, gentlemen, that we ought to apologize, I think, to the 
Bell Telephone Company, and also to several witnesses who were to have been 
examined yesterday morning. While in Montreal Saturday I thought that the only 
witness for Monday was the solicitor for the city of Montreal, and as he sent word to 
me that he would not be able to be here until Tuesday, I asked the secretary not to 
call a meeting until to-day. That is the reason why we did not hold a meeting yesterday. 
While on my feet I think it is only right that I should say that the Bell Telephone 
Company gave us a most delightful outing, which I think was enjoyed, not only by 
the members of the committee, but by the members of the House who were with us on 
Saturday. I know personally I enjoyed it very much. It was not only a source of 
pleasure, but also a source of very great information, more information I think than 
we could have received on that particular line here in a month, as far as any witness 
could give it to us. On behalf of the committee I think I can. safely thank the Bell 
Telephone Company for the information and the very pleasant outing they gave us 
on Saturday. 


Mr. L. Eruier, Counsel for the Corporation of Montreal, being sworn made the 
following statement :— 


I come here in my professional capacity as city attorney, and I am going to file 
documents laid before the city council of Montreal and make a few explanations 
in connection therewith, and I do not think it is necessary that I should appear in the 
capacity of witness. However, whichever way it is I do not object. With your 
kind permission then, gentlemen, I appear to-day on behalf of the city council of 
Montreal for the purpose of filing resolutions that have been passed sy the city council 
lately, and also some other documents including a petition from ratepayers of Mont- 
real and a protest from subscribers of the Bell Telephone Company in that city. In - 
the month of October last a petition was first placed in the hands of the members 
of the city council making certain complaints against the Bell Telephone Company, 
and which petition reads as follows :— 
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Exhibit No. 172. 
T'o the Council of the City of M ontreal. 


The petition of the undersigned ratepayers of the city of Montreal respectfully 
*epresents :— 

That the Bell Telephone Company of Canada enjoys exceptional privileges in the 
city of Montreal, and particularly in the use of the streets for the installation of its 
service, 

That by the terms of the company’s charter, as amended in the year 1892, by the 
Act 55-56 Victoria, chapter 67, it was provided that the existing rates should not be 
Increased without the consent of the Governor in Council. 

That by further amendment to the company’s charter, in the year 1902, it was pro- 
vided that,— 

‘Upon the application of any person, firm or corporation within the city, town or 
village or other territory within which a general service is given, and where a telephone 
is requited for any lawful purpose, the company shall, with all reasonable despatch, 
furnish telephones of the latest improved design then in use by the company in the 
locality, and telephone service for premises fronting upon any highway, street, lane or 
other place along, over, under or upon which the company-has constructed or may here- 
efter construct a main, or provide telephone service or system upon tender or payment 
of the lawful rates, semi-annually in advance ; provided that the instrument is not 
situated further than 200 feet from such highway, street, lane or other place.’ 

The same Act further provides that,— 

‘The rates for telephone service in any municipality may be increased or diminished 
by order of the Governor in Council upon the application of the company, or of any 
interested municipality, and thereafter the rates so ordered shall be the rates under this _ 
Act, until again similarly adjusted by the Governor in Council.’ 

Under the provisions of section 4,— 

‘The word “rates” shall apply to all rates charged for the rental or use of tele- 
phones and telephone service, and also to charges for messages from any person in one 
municipality to any other person in another municipality, commonly known as the long- 
distance messages.’ 

That the Bell Telephone Company of Canada has, contrary to the provisions of its 
said charter, gradually increased the rates for telephone service in the vity of Montreal 
under the pretense of the introduction of improved apparatus or modifications in exist- 
ing apparatus. . 

That more particularly the said Bell Telephone Company of Canada has unlaw- 
fully and by threats of discontinuing the service entirely compelled a number of stb- 
scribers to adopt what is known as the ‘slot machine system,’ whereby the subscriber 
is vompe'led to pay a monthly rate, which, in the aggregate, exceeds the lawful rate 
payable annually for telephone service, and, in addition thereto, the Bell Telephone 
_ Compeny collects a fee for each use which is made of the telephone, by means of which 
the annual rental is made excessive and unjust. 

That it is in the interest of the ratepayers that the rates for telephone service in 
the city of Montreal be diminished by order of the Governor in Council, and the injus- 
tice complained of by your petitioners removed. 

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that the Council of the city of: Montreal 
do make application to His Excellency the Governor in Council to establish by Order 
in Council a tariff of rates which may be charged by the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada in the city of Montreal and the adjoining municipalities, the whole in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Acts of the parliament of Canada referring to the com- 


pany. 
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
Montreat, October, 1904 (Certified true copy.) 
tet, L. 0..DAVID, 
(294 signatures are attached to above petition.) City Clerk. 


Mr. L. ETHIER. 


876 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


This petition, Mr. Chairman, is signed on the first page by 77 ratepayers, on the 
second page by 72, on the third by 74, on the fourth by 30, and on the fifth by 41. Then 
a protest has also been served upon the city for the purpose of having inquiry as to the 
complaints contained therein. That protest is very short, and reads as follows :— 


Exhibit No, 173. 
A PROTEST. 


We, the undersigned, protest against the severe stand taken by the Bell Telephone 
Company in imposing, by the system of ‘slot machine,’ a tax on all persons wishing to 
make use of a telephone in public places, hotels, restaurants, drug stores, &e. 

We beg to say that we are subscribers of the company; that the majority of us make 
use of the telephone, either at our places of business or at our private residences, and 
that, in cases of urgency, when we have not the time, or it is impossible for us to answer 
the call, we should not be obliged to pay an extra tax. By being forced to do so, the 
outside charges increase the amount of our subscription in an arbitrary and vexatious 
way. | 
We beg to add that,by applying the strict letter of the clause of the contract bind- 
ing the subscriber to make use exclusively and only of the instrument that the company 
has furnished him with, the usefulness of the telephone becomes in most cases perfectly 
of little or no service at all. 


MontreEaL, October, 1904. 


(110 signatures are attached to above protest.) 


-By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. What is the date of that, please?—A. It is dated October last year. 
Q. And it is addressed to the city council?—A. It is addressed to the city 
council of Montreal. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. By how many persons ?—A. This is a protest of the subscribers. The first. and 
second page contain 87. The last contains 23. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. Nearly 400 altogether?—A. About 400. The ratepayers who petitioned are 
of course most of them subscribers, but the protest was made especially by subscribers. 
Their residences are given there, and I file a true copy of the original as put into the 
Lands of the city council. We did not think it was neceSsary to bring any more evi- 
dence. Even supposing there are names that are not genuine, or only one or two 
hundred genuine, the complaint has nevertheless been laid before the city council, and 
they considered it their duty to act upon it. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What is that slot machine grievance?—A. The slot machine is now in use 
in Montreal, I do not know whether it is in operation anywhere else. In Montreal 
it is used especially in hotels, restaurants, drug stores and in large establishments of 
public entertainment. They are placed there for the purpose of allowing people either 
inside or outside, by putting in a certain amount—lI think it is 5 cents—putting in 5 
cents in the slot machine and then getting connection. If you do not get your con- 
nections, of course the 5 cents is lost to you. 

Q. They do no/ deliver the goods afterwards?—A. No. 

Mr. Cascratn.-- Excuse me, Mr. Ethier, that is not quite correct. 

Mr. Eruter—-if you will allow me, I will finish my statement, and then you can 
correct me if you like. So far as the complaints we get from certain people in connec- 
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tion with the slot machine the point is this: A subscriber will say, ‘I paid $35 for a tele- 
phone in my house, and then if I am outside and want 40 telephone I cannot have the 
use of it. I think I am entitled to the use of one, because I pay so much a year for it. 
If I go to this slot machine, I am bound to put something into it in order to connect 
with my place at all. If I do not connect that amount is lost to me. My under- 
standing is that when you have a telephone that instrument is not only for you to 
connect with, but also to receive whatever messages it is possible to get from the out- 
side place where you are. Well, in the case of the slot machine, whether it is for the 
outside people or for the inside people it is pretty hard to say. The reason it has been 
established by the Bell Telephone Company is for the purpose of getting not a yearly 
or a semi-yearly rate, but for the purpose of collecting a certain sum each time that 
you make use of the telephone. That is the complaint which these people have made 
so far. If you increase the number then you go much beyond the amount which would 
be charged under the ordinary rate. Under the statute if the company wants to increase 
their rates, then they have to apply to the Governor in Council or to the other authority 
established by law. Nevertheless since about a few months ago an increase in the rates 
in Montreal have been made from $30 to $35, and from $50 to $55. These increases 
are over and above the ordinary rate that the company has charged so far. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Before you go any further, may I ask es, did the city council of Montreal do 
' when it received the petition and protest?—A. When the city council of Montreal re- 
ceived them they did not appoint a committee of investigation, I do not think they 
had the right to do so, but they inquired as to how the company was dealing with the 
matter, and finally the question of law was raised. In reading over, for instance, the 
first petition you see that they ask, ‘Is the company justified in demanding $5 extra for 
such equipment?’ The company, of course, raised a question of law in the matter. 
Then in the use of slot machines, they also raised a question of law. In all the ques- 
tions. that have been raised, numbering about five, there were three questions of law 
and two of fact. The questions of fact, of course, are those which the council can 
decide very much better than this honourable committee. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. Has the city council any kind of contract with the Bell Telephone Company ? 
—A. I do not think there is any more contract than the use of the telephone for the 
municipal buildings, and generally for the municipal service. There is no contract 
such as we have with the gas company, for instance, or the Montreal Street Railway. 

Q. Or as they have in Toronto, where the city undertakes to make a contract with 
the Bell Telephone Company for certain rates?—A. No. 

Q:. You have no such contract?—A. No. — 

Q. That would be your protection and would bring all these matters within the 
purview of the council?—A. Yes. Surely if we had such a contract as you say, or a 
regular contract, it would have been quite possible to have arranged with a company 
that they should charge for houses a smaller rate. Instead of that we had no chance 
to do anything with the company, because they got their franchise from a local gov- 
ernment, and they entered into the streets of Montreal without even consulting the 
city council. 

Mr. Maciean.—They saw you were easy. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. One word more. Did you or anybody from the city council endeavour to meet 
the officials or authorities of the Bell Telephone Company to confer with them about 
these different matters?—A. I do not think they have done so. The question has 
remained pending owing to the legislation in Quebec. These questions of law were to 
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be submitted to the law acpartment, and they have remained in abeyance since. But 
having read in the newspapers the last notice which has been published by this honour- 
able committee, or by crder of this honourable committee, that any person or corpora- 
tion or company having anything to present before the committee on this subject should 
do so, the council thought it was better to lay the petition and protest before the com- 
mittee for their information to show what are the complaints that the public in Mon- 
treal so far have made against the company. I may say that those complaints are not 
very numerous, and we are not coming here to persecute the company. We are proud 
of the company in Montreal, we are proud of the work that they have done so far, and 
we are not coming here to cast any discredit upon them. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Is not the municipal corporation of Montreal not complaining of these matters ? 
Mr. Berceron.—It could complain but it does not. The others are complaining. 
Mr. Eruier.—The municipal council is supporting the complaint of the citizens 
and subscribers of Montreal, especially on the question of the slot machine, and also as 
to the rate charged for the use of the telephone. Now, as to prices, there is also a sug- 
gestion by the Committee on Legislation which has been approved by the city council. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. You are asking on behalf of the city of Montreal to have these grievances 
remedied by this committee? Is that what you ask?—A. Yes, certainly. 

Mr. Berceron.—No, he is putting before the committee some grievances that have 
been placed before the city of Montreal. ? 

Mr. Lewis.—I asked the gentleman what he is here for and received his reply. 


By Mr. Monk : 


Q. Is there a resolution?—A. There is a resolution which authorized the placing 
of the petition and protest before the committee. 

Q. Have you a copy of it ?—A. Yes, I am going to file the resolution now. It 
reads as follows :— 


Exhibit No. 174. 


Extract from the Minutes of the City Council of Montreal, Special Meeting held on 
Monday, May 29, 1905. 


On motion of Ald. Carter, seconded by Ald. Payette, it was 

Resolved, That the city attorney be and is authorized to attend before the com- 
mittee carrying on the investigation concerning the telephone system of Canada, and 
to submit the resolutions of the committee on legislation passed on the 23rd inst., and 
file copies of the same, together with a copy of the protest of certain citizens against 
the rates imposed by the Bell Telephone Company on Montreal citizens. 


1.0; DALD, 
(Certified. ) City Clerk, 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What are those rates now?—A. The rate now for residences is $35 and for busi- 
ness houses $55. Where the rate is over $50, special arrangements are made. Suppos- 
ing an establishment requires five or six telephones, the first one would be charged full 
price according to an ordinary rate, and the second, third, fourth and so on might be 
reduced. 

Q. Pardon me for a moment. Did not the council choose to avail themselves of 
the fact that they could present all these questions we have read here to the Governor 
in Council, who has charge of the rates of this company ?—A. As this committee, so we 
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understood at the time, are going to offer a specific report on the whole system of tele- 
phony all over Canada, we thought it proper to put before them these matters, because 
the legislation you are going to pass will be posterior to the present law, and will pro- 
bably put an end to all these litigious questions that are being raised. Of course, the 
company have a right to defend themselves. They are powerful, and if a certain 
number of citizens make complaints or raise questions of law, the company will undoubt- 
edly resist, because they are a rich corporation. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Do you not know that some citizens in Canada have made arrangements with 
the company for telephone rates in their own cities?—A. Do you mean if I know of 
any municipality ? 

Q. Yes?—A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. You did not follow the evidence given here, and so you are not aware of it?— 
A. I did not follow the investigation at the time the witnesses came from Toronto. I 
simply read the arguments on this point made by Mr. Lighthall, representing the muni- 
cipal corporations, and also Mr. Atwater. . 

Q. Did you know that the city of Hamilton, for instance, has a contract with the 
Bell Telephone Company about rates?—A. No, but I think it would be a very good 
thing if we had a contract with the company reducing the rate. 

Tue Cuairman.—I may say that a number of agreements with several cities have 
been handed in. I think there are something like twenty agreements, which will give 
us a fair idea of the arrangements entered into. = 

Mr. Bercrron.—It would have been a great deal easier for the city of Montreal, 
for the municipal council of the city of Montreal, to go to the Bell Telephone authori- 
ties and try and come to some agreement with them instead of bringing all these com- 
plaints before this committee to commence with. Now they can say that the Bell Tele- 
phone company have not refused to come to any agreement whatever on the rate 


_ question. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Have you ever made the effort to come to an agreement with them?—A. Well, 
I have no record of anything of the kind, but I know as a personal fact that some of 
the members of the council who were taking an interest in this matter—because these 
ratepayers who have signed the protest and petition do not belong to different parts of 
the city, but only to one or two wards—and there were certain remarks made on account 
of that—were sure that the company would not reduce for 400 citizens when they 
charged the highest price to 16,000. So far as the city of Montreal is concerned, the 
population is about 300,000, and if we include the suburbs, it would be a little more, 
we cannot tell exactly. Well, if the population is so much, and you have got only 16,- 


000 subscribers, is it not reasonable for the council of the city of Montreal, who are 


entrusted with the duty of protecting the citizens and ratepayers, to lay before this 
honourable committee, appointed especially to investigate thoroughly the system of 
telephony in all its particulars, the question of getting cheaper telephones for the city 
of Montreal. A telephone is not a luxury. It is the greatest possible necessity for busi- 
ness purposes and for social life at the present time, just the same as transportation 
facilities, and the cheaper you get these things the better it is for the people at large. 
Why should this necessity be restricted to 16,000 citizens or persons of wealth when 
there are so many others who want to enjoy the privilege. It is pretty hard on the com- 
pany to expect them to make a voluntary reduction, but if legislation is passed on the 
recommendation of this committee they are bound to give a very substantial reason 
why they should not give a reduction in rates. Surely if it is at all practicable in order 
to establish harmony and good feeling between the company and the citizens, and to 
give the largest possible number of citizens the use of the telephone, it should be the 
policy of the city council to promote that result as much as possible. 
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By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. If the council had control of your streets as to the use of them by the tele- 
phone company, you would be in a better position to have more equitable terms from 
the company and better control of rates?—A, Four years ago we had some litigation 
with the company. We contested the right of the local government to give a fran. 
chise of that kind to a company to pass through our streets exclusively, to put under- 
ground conduits, to put poles wherever they were wanted and as many poles as they 
wished without consulting the city council. The meaning of that should be explained. 
The company said, ‘If we go to the city council of Montreal or to the smaller munici- 
palities outside of the city and we are bound to bow to these aldermen, they will refuse 
us entrance to the city. That was a very good argument from their standpoint, but 
we must look at both sides and if we are the owners of the streets, and if we have 
acquired control of the street with public money, surely we should have the full con- 
trol of our thoroughfare. But in spite of that they went to the local government, 
and they ohtained these privileges without the consent of the city. The consequence 
is we cannot deal in any way at all, or ask any revenue from that company, or ask any 
conditions that will be advantageous to the citizens at large in order to get a cheaper 
rate or better accommodation, or have the telephone given to a larger number than 
enjoy it at present. 


By Mr. Monk : 
Q. You spoke of litigation. What was the outcome of that litigation between 
the city and the company? 


Mr. LarLeuR.—It was not this company. 


Mr. Evuter.—Yes, the telephone company had an action in the Superior Court. 
The action was contested. But there was a test case brought by the Standard Light 
and Power Company which went to England. In this case the question of the consti- 
tutionality of the local law was involved. The Privy Council decided that the provin- 
cial government had the right to grant the privileges conferred under the Act. The 
law was a special one, but it was held to be good. 


By Mr. Maclean fs 


Q. The provincial law?—A. The provincial law was good and was not ultra vires. 
The consequence was that we paid costs of the Bell Telephone Company, and we asked 
them to go on with their work; that is all we could do. They have done it without 
consulting us in any way. They have excavated the streets and also put up their poles 
As far as the poles are concerned, we have not much trouble. The chief matter is 
the excavation of the streets. If we have three, or four, or five companies going into 
the streets of Montreal and putting their undergound conduits close to one another, 
surely there will not be room for the water pipes of the city. As far as the Bell Com- 
pany is concerned, they have got undergound conduits, but in certain territory only. 
I could not say exactly the number—I had a plan the other day which I put into the 
hands of Mr. Atwater—but they have got a number in other quarters, several miles 
probably that they have built themselves without the consent of the city. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Has there been any legislation since that in regard to the conduits in the 
streets ?—A. No other legislation. The latest action that I know of was a certain 
minute that the city would build undergound conduits themselves, and oblige simul- 
taneously all the companies that are using electricity, like the telegraph companies 
and so on, to put their wires under the earth. Then this company will be bound to 
do the same. 

Q. That is the law now?—A. I think that is the local law. 
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By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. I think the Bell Company are contending that under their Dominion charter 
they can overrule anything of that kind?—A. Yes. 

Mr. Monx.—But I am asking about our provincial law as it is) 

Mr. Cascrain.—So the Privy Council decided. 

Mr. Eruter.—Of course, if they have got a federal charter that gives them more 
power, but as regards what they have done in the streets in the way of constructing 
conduits or erecting poles, any work at all, they have done it without the permission 
of the city directly or indirectly. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. Did the city object?—A. We protested at the time and we fought the company 
in court in order to get the proper interpretation of the local law. As to the federal 
Act we have had no litigation in court. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Then so far as your instructions 80 you are not instructed to say to this com- 
mittee that the municipality of the city of Montreal regret that they have not control 
over their streets in this matter? You have no resolution to that effect ?—A. I think 
if the committee on legislation, instead of proceeding as they have done and submitting 


_ questions of law, had put the matter in the form you now mention, it would have been 


_ with the powers of the company ? 


— 


far better. I may say that all the aldermen are not lawyers, although they are very 
intelligent people, and probably they could not put it in any other form. I am their 
legal adviser and am always present at their meetings and I knew there was another 
form of dealing with the question and even prepared my questions so as to have them 
put before the committee exactly in the way that we want it. 

Mr. Monx.—Well, you have put it very clearly I think. 

Mr. Maciean.—You have put the matter very clearly. © 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. What is the date of the report of the Committee on Legislation 2—A. It is dated 
23rd May, 1905. It was passed before my first.trip to Ottawa. When I saw it was 
simply the report of a committee I made it my duty to oblige them to put it before 
the council. I will file it. It reads as follows: 


Exhibit No. 174a. 


Extract from the minutes of a meeting of the Special Committee on Legislation, 
held on Tuesday, the 23rd day of May, 1905. 

The question of the investigation presently held before a parliamentary committee, 
concerning the Bell Telephone Company of Canada, being considered,— 

On motion of Alderman L. A. Lapointe, it was, 

Resolved, That a delegation composed of His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen Sad- 
ler, Valliéres, Robillard, Lariviére, L. A. Lapointe, the Hon. L. O. David, City Clerk, 
and one of the city attorneys, be appointed to appear before the Telephone Committee 
of the House of Commons, in Ottawa, and submit the following questions :— 

i. Is the long distance equipment an improvement under the terms of the com- 
pany’s amended charter, or is it an additional accommodation not provided for in the 
company’s ordinary contract with its subscribers? 

2. Is the company justified in demanding $5 extra for such equipment ? 

3. Is the use of the slot machine in contravention of the company’s amended 
charter ? | 

4. Can the company oblige subscribers to have slot machines attached to their 
telephones ? 

5. Is the contract which the company makes with its subscribers, in conformity 


« 
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On motion of Alderman Valliéres, it was also, 
Resolved, That said delegation be authorized to suggest that the following tariff 
of rates be established for the use of telephones. 
Private houses, not more than $25 yearly. 
Professional men, hot more than $35 yearly. 
Business establishments not more than $50 yearly. 
(Certified), RENE BAUSET, 
Assistant City Clerk. 
(Certified) L. O DAVID, 
City Clerk. 


By Mr. Monk: 


Q. Is that report before the council 2A. It has been before the council and a 
special resolution which I read was passed yesterday as authority for me to come before 
the committee and file these documents for information. In short I think the two 
questions that remain now before your committee, after this short argument, is the 
question of reducing the telephone rates in order to give the benefit or enjoyment of 
the convenience to a greater number than they have at present. Instead of 16,000 we 
claim that the number should be double in Montreal but with such a high rate it be- 
comes simply the privilege of rich people or business people who have got the necessary 
means. A sum of $35 may be regarded as a small rental in certain quarters, but if it 
is a necessity for business and social life surely the greater number of people should 
enjoy it. ; 

Q. You spoke of a rate of $35 a year for houses. That is where they have the new 
instruments?—A. Yes. That is $5 additional if they have placed since. 

Q. The rental is $30 and you pay for a long-distance instrument, $5 additional? 
—A. I do not call that a long-distance instrument. It is simply a facility that you have 
Instead of ringing now the moment you take off the instrument you are connected 
with the exchange. 

Q. Pardon me, is not that according to what the subscriber wishes? Is not the 
regular rate $30?—A. Yes, that is right. . 

Q. If he wishes a special instrument he has to pay extra?—A. Five dollars extra, 
$35. | 
Q. You spoke of a rental of $35 7—A. I might say that those that are subscribers 
now by private arrangement are all bound to take it. 

Q. Are they obliged?—A. Well, they are not obliged, but the company persuades 
them to take it. They are not bound to take it, but the company had a certain way, a 
very amiable way, of persuading them, and it makes $5 additional. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 
Q. Is Mr. Atwater associate counsel for the city ’—A. Yes. 


Q. I noticed the other day he was associated with Mr. Lighthall, and he came here © 


to maintain the general principle that ‘the municipalities ought to have, as far as pos- 
sible, exclusive control of their own affairs, of their own streets, and their own fran- 
chises and privileges?—A. Yes. 

Q. You say that Montreal is on record in favour of that?—A. Mr. Atwater came 
here on my own instructions, and also at the request of the chairman and the secretary 
of the Municipal Association of the Dominion. The association asked Montreal to be 
represented, and he came here with the programme of the Municipal Association, so 
as to protect the city as much as possible in the use of the streets, and the control of the 
streets, and I think he spoke exactly on that line. 

Q. Was he representing the city of Montreal exclusively when he came here ?—A. 
We are bound, in the city of Montreal, to supply the Municipal Association with all the 
help that we can give to them whenever there is some principle of importance to muni- 
cipalities at stake either before parliament or before the courts. The Municipal Asso- 
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ciation has contributed help towards the maintenance of principles affecting the rights 
of municipalities. The municipality of Montreal belongs to that association, and when 
they want help we are bound to give it to them. Well, gentlemen, I do not think I have 
any further remarks to offer on these questions. On this question of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company, as you see, in short, and as a short resumé of this argument, we are 
not persecuting the company at all, and we are not throwing dirt on the company, or 
wishing to discredit them in their operations, but, as I said at the beginning, we are 
most proud of them. But we understand they are making money, and probably they 
are in a position to reduce the rates. ; 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. And they might make more if they reduced the rates?—A. Surely they might 
increase on the one side what they are fearing to lose on the other side. Gentlemen, 
I thank you very much for your kind attention, and I beg to submit the resolutions and 
other documents which I am instructed by the city council of Montreal to place before 
you. 

By the Chairman : 


Q. These are official copies ?—A. They are certified to by the city clerk, and they 
include everything that I have been instructed to place before you. 


By Mr. Monk : 


Q. Mr. Ethier gave evidence, and he also, to a certain extent, made an argument. 
I believe it was proper to swear him in order that he should produce those documents, 
But there is also a part of his evidence which is more argument, and I think it would 
be advisable to hear the company upon the questions which Mr. Kthier has discussed. 
I think there is no objection to the company asking Mr. Ethier any questions they 
desire?—A. As to the documents that are filed before you, our law provides that when 
they are signed by the city clerk with the seal of the city attached, they are accepted 
that way by the judiciary, and are taken cognizance of. 


Mr. T. Cuas. E. Cascrain, K.C.—I think Mr. Ethier’s remarks here were more in 
the nature of an argument than in the nature of evidence. I have no doubt that ne 
himself when he was sworn, only had the intention of being sworn in order to produce 
the documents which he produced here from the city council of Montreal. I would ask 
your committee to just give me about ten minutes to answer some remarks which Mr. 
Ethier has made before the committee. First of all, I would call the attention of the 
committee to the peculiar position in which my learned friend has been placed, and 
next to the peculiar position which the city of Montreal takes here before this com- 
mittee. As he stated, the 28rd of May instant, the Legislation Committee of the city 
council of Montreal met and the following resolution was adopted: On motion of Ald. 
L. A. Lapointe, it was resolved ‘that a delegation composed of His Worship the 
Mayor, Ald. Sadler, Valliéres, Robillard, Lariviére, L. A. Lapointe, the Hon. Mr. L. O. 
David, city clerk, and one of the city attorneys be appointed to appear before the 
Telephone Committee of the House of Commons, in Ottawa, and submit the follow- 
ing questions :— 

‘1. Is the long-distance equipment an improvement under the terms of the 
company’s amended charter, or is it an additional accommodation not provided for in 
the company’s ordinary contract with its subscribers? 

‘2. Is the company justified in demanding $5 extra for such equipment? 

*3. Is the use of the slot machine in contravention of the company’s amended 
charter ? 

‘4. Oan the company oblige subscribers to have slot machines attached to their 
telephones ? 
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‘6 Ts the contract which the company makes with its subscribers in conformity 
with the powers of the company?’ 

These were the questions which have been propounded by the Legislation Com- 
mittee of the council of Montreal to this committee. My learned friend also read the 
resolution moved by Ald. Valliéres which says, ‘That said delegation be authorized to 
suggest that the following tariff of rates be established for the use of the telephones :— 

- ¢Private houses not more than $25 yearly. Professional men not more than $35 
yearly. Business establishments not more than $50 yearly.’ 

I will call attention to the fact that this is only a resolution passed by the Legis- 
lation Committee of the city council; it has come up before the council and what does 
the council do? The council does not adopt these resolutions or this report. Not at 
all. But some aldermen seem very anxious that the city of Montreal should take 
some steps in the matter and the resolution which my learned friend reads was passed, 
and, as you will see, it is very innocuous. The city council of Montreal resolved, 
‘that the city attorney be, and heis, authorized to attend before the committee carry- 
ing on the investigation concerning the telephone system of Canada, and to submit 
the resolutions of the Committee on Legislation passed on the 23rd instant, and file 
copies of the same together with a copy of the protest of certain citizens against the 
rates imposed by the Bell Telephone Company on Montreal citizens.’ Now your com- 
mittee will notice that the city council has not adopted at all any part of the petition 
by the ratepayers of Montreal, or any part of the protest from the subscribers of the 
Bell Telephone Company in Montreal. All that my learned friend was authorized by 
the city council to do was to come here and lay before this committee for the informa- 
tion of the committee, the petition from the citizens of Montreal, some 250 in num- 
ber, and the protest from the subscribers of the Bell Telephone Company, about 100 in 
number, for the information of this committee. That is the mandate that my 
learned friend has. 

Mr. Mactean.—And there is something more. 

Mr. Cascrain.—What is it? 

Mr. Mactean.—To lay before the committee the resolutions of the Legislation 
Committee. ; 

Mr. Cascrain.—Which the city council did not adopt. 

Mr. Mactean.—But which the city council said he was to lay before this com- 
mittee. . : 

Mr. Casqrain.— That he be authorized to attend before the committee—and to 
submit the resolution of the Committee on Legislation.’ That does not say that the 
city council adopted them, it is simply an instruction to submit the resolution. An- 
other question is as to the embodying to a certain extent the protest in the petition 
laid before the council; if the city council, and I think I should draw your special 
attention to this, if the city council meant to make these resolutions its own, it would 
have put them in a resolution of the council, and would have come here as had been 
no doubt intended by the Legislation Committee in a body, with the mayor and sev- 
eral aldermen, as it had been at first decided on May 23. Let me say one word about 
this resolution submitted to you, not with any approval, but simply sent up to you for 
your information. This petition is addressed by the ratepayers of the city of Mon- 
treal to the city council, and my learned friend was very careful not to read the prayer 
of the petition. The petitioners’ prayer is as follows :— 


‘Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that the council of the city of Mon- 
real do make an application to His Excellency the Governor in Council to establish by 
Order in Council, a tariff of rates which may be charged by the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany of Canada in the city of Montreal and the adjoining municipalities, the whole 
- in accordance with the provisions of the Act of parliament of Canada referring to the 
company.’ | 
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Now, that was the request from these gentlemen to the city council, to submit the 
rates to the Governor in Council under the law, but whether it was because this peti- 
tion was not numerously signed, or for some other reason, the city council took no 
action, did not address itself to the Governor in Council to have the rates fixed—or was 
it because the petition was not numerously signed, or was it because the complaints of 
the citizens were not considered seriously enough, or that the rates were not too high, 
I cannot tell. 

Now, the city council never even approached the company, never even made any 
representations: to the company, never said that the rates were too high. In fact, I 
think, as a great many of the citizens of Montreal think, that they will find that the 
rates are very reasonable. My learned friend spoke about rates and he spoke about the 
stot machines which have been introduced into certain restaurants, hotels and houses 
of a public nature. Now, as to the slot machines, here is what has been done. Sup- 
posing, for instance, that a man has a telephone in his saloon or in a restaurant or in 
a drug store. Before these slot machines were introduced everybody could go into the 
saloon or drug store or restaurant and telephone without any extra charge. The man 
who was the lessee of this instrument paid, if it was an office, $50 a year, and everybody 
passing along the street could simply go into his place of business and telephone. It 
seems to me that this was not reasonable. The company said, ‘we have established a 
telephone system in Montreal, we have so many subscribers, and for these subscribers 
we have such and such an apparatus and so many employees; but if we have 16,000 
subscribers in Montreal and 40,000 or 50,000 or 60,000 or 100,000 using telephones over 
those who pay for them, then, of course, our staff is not equal to the business, our appa- 
ratus is not equal to the business and it is not fair to make us do so much more busi- 
ness than we have contracted for.” And I am asking the committee whether it was 
fair for a saloonkeeper or proprietor of a drug store or any public place to have a tele- 
phone for which he paid $50 and invite the public to come in and make use of the tele- 
phone for which he was only paying this amount. 

Mr. Macrzan.—J think we will all admit that. You may answer this phase of it, 
that I gather that Mr. Ethier also claimed that if subscribers to the company they 
thought they had the right to go in and use other subscribers’ telephones. 

Mr. Cascrain.—lIt is specially provided in the contract that they cannot do it. 

Mr. MaciEan.—It was at one time provided that one subscriber had the use of 
another subscriber’s telephone. 

Mr. DEMERS.—Can you explain why it is impossible for you to ceduce the rates in 
Montreal. 

Mr. Casorain.—I was coming to that in a minute. My learned friend made a 
little mistake in speaking of the slot machine also. It is only after you get connection 
with the person with whom you want to speak that you have to drop 5 cents in the 
' machine. If you do not get the man you do not lose anything. And the lessee of the 
slot machine has his telephone for nothing, and he is charged nothing for an incoming 
eall. Of course, if he has to telephone himself he has to pay 5 cents. He pays no 
rental and he also gets a percentage of the money which is put into the slot. 

Mr. Maciean.—What is that percentage? 

Mr, Lawrence Macraruane.—After the monthly rental amounts to a certain 
amount he gets a certain percentage. 

Mr. Cascrain.—The slot machines are so popular that the company have so many 
demands for them that they cannot fill them all. It is a great convenience to the 
public and a great advantage to the lessees. 

Mr. Mtiuer.—The man who uses a slot machine does really pay a rental for it by 
having deducted out of his commissions an amount equal to what would be a rental. 

‘Mr, Cascrain.—It comes from what is paid for the use of the telephone by out- 
siders. My learned friend said also as to rates—I will divide this into two parts. First, 
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he says that the rate is really $55 for a business telephone and $35 for a telephone in a 
residence. Now, the rates are $50 for a business *phone, $35 for a professional man, 
and $30 for a residence. But if anybody in Montreal wishes to have a long-distance 
equipment then he pays $5 additional; $55 for a business telephone and $35 for a tele- 
phone in his house. He is not obliged to take this. It is an extra convenience which 
is given to him in this way. For instance, I have a Blake transmitter in my house. I 
have an instrument which is absolutely adequate to the service for which I wanted to 
put it—for local telephoning. 

The CuairMan.—I think Mr, Ethier’s statement was that he found that according 
to the Act the company are bound to put in the latest improved machinery without any 
additional cost. 

Mr. Cascrain— That was one of his arguments. He went further than that. He 
said that the company, although they did not take a mandamus or injunction against 
the lessees, they forced them to take this improved instrument, if you eall it so. Wedo 
not call it an improvement. We call it an extra convenience, because, when I make a 
contract with the company for telephoning in Montreal, I have an instrument put in 
my house which is adequate for the service which I want, and which I need, and for 
local purposes the instrument which I have is perfectly good. In fact, speaking from 
personal experience, I can speak from my own house through this Blake transmitter to. 
Toronto and even Windsor, Ont., almost as well as through the most improved machine. 
But we have public stations in Montreal supplied with these long-distance telephones. 
Now, if instead of going to a public station, if instead of having the inconvenience of 
going out of my house to a public station, I wish to have this telephone—call it if you 
will an improved telephone, which I do not admit—just for the purpose of this argu- 
ment or in view of the argument that I am making now—if you want to have this tele- 
phone instead of going out of the house to the public stations, then you pay $5 extra. 
It is just as if when I travel from Montreal to Ottawa I pay $4.85 fare, but if I want to 
go into the parlour car I pay 50 cents additional. I think that is a very good illustra- 
tion of the argument. 

Mr. Mactean.—Do you make the argument that a subscriber to the Bell, as a gene- 
yal thing, contracts for the local service, and has not in view the utilization of the 
long-distance service of the company. 

Mr. Cascrain.—Yes, I do. 

Mr. Mactean.—Then, it is high time that there is a contract between the Bell 
Company and its subscribers to regulate their use of the long-distance service as well. 

Mr. Cascrain.—That is a question. 

Mr. Macuean.—That is one of the things we ought to have straightened out. 

Mr. CAsGRAIn.—It is not a question I am ealled upon to discuss here. I do not say 
if I make the contract as current contracts are made, for local service, that the com- 
pany is obliged to put in the improved instrument that is necessary or more valuable 
for telephoning at long distance. 

As to the rates, they have been reduced since 1892, and reduced in a very large pro- 
portion. In 1892 the long-distance equipment was $70. Now, it is $55. Then, before 
1892 there was a mileage rate. That is, one mile of line was allowed, and you had to 
pay a certain sum, which amounted to $20 a mile, for anything over a mile. Now, in 
Montreal, for all distances, the rate is the same, $55 for long-distance equipment for 
business and $30 for residence, 

Mr. DEMERS.—Don’t you consider that this rate is not reasonable, if you see the 
rates in the other towns? ‘Take in the offices in Montreal. Take the People’s Bank 
building, for instance. Every lawyer, every notary, every man there, nearly, has a 
telephone and pays $55 to the company. Do you think that is reasonable? 

Mr. Cascrain.—Of course, it is a matter of opinion, I think it is, and I think the 
evidence here will bear me out when I say it is not an exorbitant charge. 

Mr. Demers.—In St. Johns the rate is $20 or $25. 

Mr. Cascrain.—Yes, but you cannot make a comparison between Montreal and a 
place which has only a population of 5,000. . 

Mr. CASGRAIN. 
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Mr. DEMERS.—You have more subscribers in Montreal. 

Mr. Cascrain.—Yes, but there are more employees. 

Mr. Demers.—What is the cost of installation ? You have, I suppose, in a build- 
ing like the New York Life 100 subscribers. What is the cost of installation 2 

Mr, Cascratn.—In all countries in the world, the more telephone communication 
the higher the rates. 

Mr. DemeErs.—That may be. 

Mr. Cascrain.—The system becomes more complicated, operation is more compli- 
cated, there are more employees. Everything is higher, everything is dearer, and there- 
fore the rates have to be more. You will find that in every city in the world. 

Mr. DEMErs.—What is the price in Toronto for ’phones. 

Mr. Cascrain.—$45 and $25. 

Mr. DEmMeERS.—How do you explain the difference between the cost in Toronto and 
Montreal? 

Mr. Cascrain.—In Montreal there are more subscribers, and, moreover, the city 
council of Toronto made an agreement with the Bell Company under which these 
charges were fixed, but the city council of Montreal have not thought fit to make an 
agreement. 

Mr. Demers.—How can the city of Montreal oblige you to take a contract with 
them since they are not bound to give you a preference in their streets? 

Mr. Cascrain.—I think I could devise some means of bringing: that about. 

Mr. DemMers.—Mr. Ethier has not informed us. How would you do it? 

Mr. Cascrain.—I am not retained by the city of Montreal. If they give me a good 
fee I will advise them. So that, at all events, the city council makes no complaint as 
to the rates nor the operation of the telephone system in Montreal. On the contrary, 
Mr. Ethier said he had nothing to say against the latter. He has not come here to com- 
plain of the slot machines or anything of the kind, but the city has simply sent their 
worthy city attorney here to lay before you for your information this petition which 
is signed by 287 people and 110 subscribers of the Bell Company. 

Mr. Demers.—These people are complaining. 

Mr. Cascrain.—Now, there are 110 subscribers. 

Mr. Mactean. Montreal is here by virtue of what Mr. Atwater said to join with 
the municipalities in asking to have control of their own affairs in their own streets. 

Mr. Cascrain.—You have this resolution of the city council here and there is 
nothing in the resolution of the council which authorizes Mr. Atwater or anybody 
else to complain of that state of things before the committee. Mr. Ethier says he is 
not authorized to do that. The city council is a member of the union of municipalities 
and on certain occasions they feel bound to take a part in the discussions that arise. 
Mr. Ethier is here to present this resolution which he has read. That is his mandate. 
And I say again that all he has to do is to submit this resolution which he has produced 
to the committee. 

The Cuairman.—I have a letter bearing upon this discussion which states:— 

‘More than that, the employees of the company absolutely refuse to accept applica- 
tions for a Blake or ordinary telephone for service in the East Exchange. In Mon- 
treal, wtere the subscribers price for residence was formerly $30, they now require 
that the subscriber should take the long-distance instrument and that he should 

ay $35.’ 
; Is it not a matter of fact that when the new central energy system is completed 
that you will cumpel all subscribers to put in the $35 instrument? This letter is signed 
by Emile Joseph. 

Mr. Cascrain.—I am instructed to say that that letter is absolutely incorrect. 

Mr. Monx.—I live in the east and never was obliged to order a. long-distance from 
the company. 

Mr. Cascrain.—We will take a note of that letter and bring evidence to the effect 
that it is not correct. 


The committee adjourned. ‘i Mr. CASGRAIN. 
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WEDNESDAY, May 31, 1905. 
The committee met at 10 o’clock, Mr. Zimmerman in the chair. 
Mr. F. A. PICKERNELL, of Newton, Mass., sworn: 


By Mr. Casgrain, K.C.: 


Q. Will you tell us what experience you have had in the establishment, construc- 
tion, maintenance and operation of telephone systems ?—A. I have been in the tele- 
phone business all my life. After graduating at the Institute of Technology in Bos- 
ton, in 1885, I spent one year at that institution as assistant to Professor Lanza, in 
the mechanical engineering department. I then entered the service of the American 
Bell Telephone Company at Boston, and for a little over a year was employed in the 
laboratory of that company, devoting the most of my time to testing telephones and 
telephone apparatus and telephone supplies and materials. In 1887, I left the service 
of the American Bell Telephone Company and went to the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, with offices in New York. I was electrician of that company 
for about two years. As electrician of that company, I looked after the maintenance 
of the lines and equipment, designed lines, central office and substation equipment, 
and was concerned generally with the technical side of the business. 

Q. Was that a large concern ?—A. It was the starting of the present American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. When I went with them they had lines between 
New York and Philadelphia, and between New York and New Haven, but while I 
was in the employ of that company its system developed so that it covered all the 
eastern portion of the United States, connecting between 3,000 and 4,000 offices. After 
perhaps two years’ service as electrician of the American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, I became superintendent of equipment of that company in addition, hold- 
ing both positions. Perhaps, two years later, I was elected engineer of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. By this time the company had become rather a 
large affair, its lines extending through New England and the Middle States and 
south to Washington and west into Ohio. I remained engineer of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company until shortly after that company acquired the 
American Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. What year was that, please ?—A. I do not remember the exact year, but I 


think it was about 1900, 1899 or 1900. It is a matter or record and can very easily 


be determined. 
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Q. Is the American Telephone and Telegraph Company what is commonly called 
the Bell Company in the United States ?—A. Yes, sir. The working departments 
of the two companies were consolidated to a greater or less extent, and I became a 
member of the engineering committee. That committee handled the technical mat- 
ters of the telephone business for the entire United States, all of the affiliated com- 
panies relying to a greater or less extent upon it. That continued until the middle 
of last year, when I became assistant to the president of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. 

Q. And that position you still hold?—A. That position I still hold. 

Q. How do the American Telephone and Telegraph Company compare, as a busi- 
ness concern, with the other telephone companies of the world?—A. It is the largest 
company of that kind in the world,very much larger than any other. 
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Q. I would like you now to say something about the difference in rates between 
large cities and small centres. As a general proposition where are the rates higher ?— 
A. The rates for telephone service are always much higher in large cities than in small 
cities. 

'Q. Is that true as a general principle throughout the world?—A. That is true 
throughout the world.. , 

Q. Will you state the reasons why it is so?—A. I assume that you want me to con- 
sider this question quite generally. If it is to be taken up in detail it would occupy 
days of the time of this committee, and I suppose the committee is aware that that 
question has been discussed before very many tribunals. But some of the important 
points may be of interest and can be referred to without taking too much time. Let 
us consider a telephone exchange in a small place, a town may be of 1,500 or 2,500 in- 
habitants. The central office equipment is small. The number of people to be served 
with telephones being small, the switchboard requires a little space. Being made up 
of simple units it does not cost a great deal of money. In manning the exchange few 
employees are required at the central office, each operator being able herself to perform 
all the labour of establishing any particular connection. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. For how many ’phones?—A. That depends upon the amount of traffic per 
*phone. I lead right into that point’ naturally. In the small town that we are now 
considering, the number of subscribers being few, the opportunity for each individual 
subscriber for making calls is few. There being relatively few people for any particu- 
lar subscriber to talk-to he will not, make as many calls in 24 hours as he would if he 
was connected with a large system. It easily happens in the small exchanges that we 
are now considering that one operator may handle as many as 150 or 200 subscribers. 
I said that the central office equipment was simple. It is simple because it is very easy 
to so associate the different units so that one operator may easily control all. More- 
over, in the small town the area is limited, the lines are short in length. We find in a 
small town of the kind we are now discussing very frequently that the amount of wire 
required for serving each subscriber may not average more than say half a mile. That 
is if you take the total-amount of wire in any particular town of this kind and divide 
it by the number of subscribers you may find that perhaps not more than half a mile 
of wire is required for each subscriber. The methods of construction are simple. The 
engineering problem is simple, and the necessity for underground systems of distribu- 
tion does not exist. In that small-town the number of wires on any particular route 
and in any particular net-work is relatively few. When a telephone gets out of order 
it is simple for a man to locate the trouble and correct it. In this way we find the cost 
of giving the service is relatively small. The plant investment is similarly very small. 
Now, if you step into one of the larger places, a place covering a considerable area, 
containing several offices, the density of the population being so great and the area so 
great that it becomes impossible and too costly to serve.more than a small proportion 
of the total number of people from one office, you find every element not only of cost 
of installation, but also in the cost of operation and maintenance enormously increased. 
Our switchboards have become much more complicated. Instead of so organizing the 
apparatus that a few hundred units only have to be put under the control of a single 
employee, we have in each office to organize thousands of units, hundreds of thousands 
in the aggregate, so organized that each operator may have access to all. The effect 
of that is to increase the cost enormously of the central office equipment. Now, inas- 
much as we have established, and necessarily established, several offices in place of one, 
one operator can no longer herself unaided complete the connection for any particular 
subscriber. A subscriber calls the central office and wants to talk to another subscriber 
located in one of the other offices. In this case you now have to use the operator in the 


first office and a second operator in the other office. 
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Q. That would be the case in Montreal?—A. That would be the case in Montreal, 
yes. We have then in establishing the connection for a subscriber to use two operators 
insiead of one. We also, as a bearing on the cost of the plant, have to provide cables, 
trunks, to connect these two exchanges. The net work has become very large and the 
wire complications have become much more serious. When a wire gets out of order it 
is more difficult to locate the point where it is out of order. It takes more time for the 
man to find that trouble and correct it. He has to travel a farther distance. Instead 
of, as in the smalle1 town, finding that the amount of wire that has to be provided for 
each subscriber is perhaps not in excess of half a mile, we now find that we may have 
to provide, perhaps, on an average two and a half or three miles of wire for each sub- 
scriber. You see between that small town and the larger town we have increased the 
amount of wire that has to be provided five or six fold. By selecting any two towns 
direct comparison can readily be made by anyone, and it has been made very many 
times. The effect is that we have not only greatly increased our investment in plant 
that is necessary to give the service, but we have also increased the cost per sub- 
scriber of performing the service. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You are speaking of the large centre now?—A. But we have also increased the 
cost per subscriber in the large centre. We have to send our men out to a considerably 
greater distance, which takes them a greater time not only to travel, but to find the 
trouble. Moreover, we now employ two operators on the connection instead of one. Of 
course, there are a great many connections that are still completed by one operator, 
but we find in some of our larger towns that as high as 80 or 85 per cent of connections 
employ two operators. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. Just before you leave this point, will you let me ask you one question? Take 
for instance the matter of the switchboard. Take the switchboard in Montreal and a 
switchboard in a town of say 5,000 inhabitants?—A. Yes. . 

Q. And the number of subscribers of the telephone eompany in the latter town 
is about equal in proportion to the number in Montreal ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What would be the difference in the cost of the switchboard in Montreal and 
the cost of the switchboard in a town of 5,000 inhabitants 2—A. The switchboard in 
the town of 5,000 inhabitants can be set up and installed, complete and ready for ser- 
vice, for between $9 and $10 a line. That is giving a modern common battery ser- 
vice. In a city like Montreal, giving the same, which is the highest grade of service— 
it is the kind of service Montreal is getting ready at this time to put in and the kind 
of service they have had in Ottawa for some years—the switchboard and central office 
equ:pment alone will cost between $18 and $20 a line. The figures I am giving you, 
gentlemen, are the figures that apply in the United States. I am not familiar with 
the details of the cost in Canada. ; 

Q. Would that be the same ?—A. Relatively they would be the same. 
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@. In the smaller exchanges, with 100 ’phones, we will say, what wouid be the 
perceatage of the cost of the switchboard per.subscriber ?—A. In little towns of the 
kind you speak of with a magneto service, a switchboard for 100 wires usually costs 
alout $4£0 to $500, $4 to $5 a line. 

(©. That has a very important bearing, I think, on the question of ‘lagers in 
Canada, on account of the number of very small towns and the country service 
showing the country service can be put in very cheaply.—A. The country service eun 
be given much more cheaply. I am speaking of the service in the small towns 
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Q. Yes ?—A. Much more cheaply than it can be in the larger towns, like Tor- 
onto or Montreal. I know that is recognized all over the world. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


@. Will you now proceed with what you were saying ?--A. IT was going to say 
tha’ I have shown that not only is the cost per subscrid2r very much less in the small 
towr. than in the large town, but the cost of operating the system is also v2:y much 
les: in a small town than in the large town. 


Be the Chairman : 


Q. Will you give us the cost of the exchange ?—A. Well, in the smaller towns I 
have seen many first class exchanges built for $50 a subscriber. In a town like Mont- 
real the cost will probably be at least $150 a station. That is the plant cost. 

Q. Yes, exactly —A. That is the plant cost on which interest has to be paid. 

Q. Now the total operating costs are probably in about the same ratio, but local 
conditions come in to affect that. As an instance of that, to show you how unsafe 
it is to generalize on this point, if you go into a small factory town, where there is a 
cotton mill perhaps and there is a good demand for labour, you may have to pay your 
operators more than you would in some other towns that did not have mills, and con- 
ditions of that kind may affect that ratio, substantially. But I think as a rule it will 
be found that the operating costs and the plant costs are about the same ratio. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. We were told here that the new switchboard which is being constructed in 
Montreal will cost about $300,000. Now, supposing that in the town of 5,000 inhabi- 
tants there are 500 telephone subscribers, how much would the total cost of the switch- 
board be for that small place ?—A. For the town of 5,000 ? 

Q. Five thousand, yes ?—A. And equipped say for 500 subscribers or something 
of that kind ? 

Q. Yes 2?—A. It would cost in the neighbourhood of $5,000. 

Mr. Lewis.—That is too many subscribers for a town of 5,000. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. I am putting the maximum, of course. The switchboard in Montreal only sup- 
plies a portion, there are several other switchboards besides?—A. Yes, sir. Taet 
$300,000 only provides a switchboard for a certain portion of Montreal. 

Q. One portion of Montreal ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know how many switchboards there are in Montreal ?—A. I could 
- not answer that question, sir, I have not made myself familiar with the Montreal con- 

ditions. 

Q. Well, we will put 250 subscribers. instead. of 500 in the town of 5,000 in- 
habitants. What would the switchboard cost then?—A. If the service was to be a 
magneto service, that is the kind usually given in the small towns, that switchboard 

“might cost $1,100 or $1,200. Those switchboards generally come out in the even 
hundreds, and the cost per unit is generally a little less for the even hundred than it is 
at some intermediate points. 

Mr. Cascraw.—Now, Mr. Chairman, I have finished the examination of Mr. 
Pickernell upon these particular points. Mr. Webb is here and Mr. Chrysler also, and 
the cross-examination of Mr. Webb can proceed if the committee so desires. 

Mr. Demers.—Have you finished with Mr. Pickernell? 

Mr. Cascrain.—I have finished for the present, and I will ask him to step down and 
give Mr. Webb a chance. If any members of the committee wish to question Mr. Pick- 


ernell, of course, they are at liberty to do so. 
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Q. What difference do you make between Toronto and Montreal as to the cost of 
operating ?—A. I would not attempt to answer that question off-hand. What I have 
said indicates how complicated a consideration of that kind is. In order to answer 
that question one would have to know infinitely more about Toronto, its size, the 
character of its population, the kind of business that exists there as compared with 
Montreal, and one would have to take into account the area, the density of the popula- 
tion in the two places, and, gentlemen, I know nothing about these. 

Q. Then the proper thing would be to know first the area as between the two cities? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. You would consider that first?—A. I would consider the area. 

Q. If the area is greater the greater the cost?—A. You have got to take into 
account the density of the population in connection with the area. You know the 
two go hand in hand. 

Q. If the population of Toronto is less than the population of Montreal, and the 
area is larger, is the cost increased or decreased ?—-A. I will have to answer that in two 
parts. In as much as the population is less, the area remaining fixed, the cost will be 
greater provided the telephone development is the same in both. In as much as the 
area is greater the cost will be increased. The relations of one to the other have got 
to ke determined and figured out in each specific case if you want to get at the probable 
exact cost of giving services in the two places. 

Q. Supposing there are the same number of offices as in Montreal?—A. Yes. 

Q. And supposing there is the same area and the same density of population ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. But Toronto has only 12,000 subscribers, whereas Montreal has 16,000.—A. Yes. 

Q. Why would it cost less to operate?—A. It would cost less 

Q. Supposing they have the same area, the same density of population, the same 
number of general offices, and Tioronto has 12,000 subscribers and Montreal 16,000 
subscribers why would it cost less?—A. You have got to assume that the labour con- 
ditions are alike, and that other conditions are equal. 

Q. Well, suppose the labour conditions are the same?—A. Well, I will answer 
that in this way: If the area is the same, if the density of the population is the same, 
if the real estate conditions are the same, if the labour conditions are the same, then 
the cost per subscriber for giving a service, the number of offices as you state being 
the same in both cases, the cost of giving a service will be less in the town where the 
number of the subscribers is greater. I will state this, however, that I never have seen 
any condition even approximated to the one you have outlined, it is purely aun academic 
discussion of the question. 

Q. You do not know what is the area of Montreal compared with the area of 
Toronto?—A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. You do not know that?—A. No, sir. 

Q. You take all that into consideration—the area, the density and the population ? 
—A. Yes. ‘ 

Q. And the number of offices?7—A. The number of offices, yes. 

Q. And the cost of labour?—A. The cost of labour. 

Q. Those are the principal items?—A. Yes. The real estate condition is a very 
important matter in this question. It may easily happen that you can make a differ- 
ence of 75 cents to $1 per year in the cost of giving service by the difference in the real 
estate conditions. 

Q. In real estate what is the difference?—A. In some places real estate costs much 
more than it does in others. That increases the cost. 

Q. You mean the installation of the stations?—A. I mean to say the fixed charges 
on the service. 
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Q. The cost of the property?—A. The cost of the property. It may cost about 
$100,000 for buildings in one place and $50,000 in another. 


By Mr. Demers: 
Q. You mean the station, that is what you mean?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. Has the company which you represent anything to do with country services ?/— 
A. Yes, sir, a great deal. We'have hundreds of thousands of telephones in the country, 
setvice for farmers. 

Q. For farmers?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what states?—A. In all of the states. 

Q. In all of the states?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, what is your average cost per subscriber to the farmers?—A. With the 
bulk of the farmers, you must understand, in the states, the lines are owned by the 
farmers themselves. ‘They build the lines from the farm to the exchange, and there 
they make arrangements with the telephone company for switching them. The tele- 
phone company in the vast preponderance of the cases does not own the farmers’ lines 
at all. It is only in some very densely settled sections that the telephone CORDES 
builds farmers’ lines, and owns, maintains and operates them. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. The farmers have switching privileges, do they ?—A. Yes, sir. I will say a good 
deal more on that subject when the question comes up later. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. While we are on the switchboard question, I want to find out if you have a 
switchboard in connection with the farmers?—A. We have facilities at our switchboard 
for handling the traffic from the farmers’ lines in all instances. 

Q. Have you any automatic switchboard?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where?—A. There are quite a number of them in different places through the 
states installed in an experimental way. I saw one a few weeks ago not far from St. 
Louis, in some small town, and there is another experimental one in Massachussetts, 
two in fact, I think. 

Q. Is it just in the experimental stage?—A. It is really in the experimental stage. 
If you went to the World’s Fair, at St. Louis, you might have seen one on exhibition 
there. 

Q. Have you any in working order in your company ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Where?—A. If you want the exact town I will have to get it for you. The only 
one I have seen is near St. Louis. 

Q. But you have a number?—A. We have a number, yes. 

Q. How do they work?—A. Only fairly well. We cannot as yet state definitely 
that they are going to be a permanent part of our telephone system. 

Q. What is the cost in comparison with the others?—A. The equipment cost, in- 
cluding the switchboard in the sub-stations, is very much greater. 

Q. You said $50 in a small town and $150 in Montreal?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How does the automatic compare with that?—A. The figures that I mentioned 
of $50 and $150 include the total cost, switchboard, sub-station, wires, and the whole 
proposition. Now the equipment cost in the automatic exchange is about in the ratio 
of 30 to 15. The line cost would be the same in both systems. 

Q. In favour of the old?—A. The line cost would be the same both on 4he auto- 
matic system and the manual system, but the equipment cost 
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Q. In speaking of the manual, that is the central energy, I think?—A. It may be 
the central energy or the magneto. When I say manual system I mean where con- 
nections are established by hand. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What system do you use, what automatic system?—A. It is a system that has 
been worked out by a large number of people for the most part employees in our own 
company. It is a-matter that has been in the mill for many years, as you may realize, 
and we simply know it as the automatic exchange. There is no man’s name associated 
with it. - 

Q. It is not the Strowger system ?—A. No, sir. : 

Q. Do you know anything about the Strowger system ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it a success ?—A. In a limited way, I think it is a success. 


By Dr. Roche: 


Q. When you say the automatic system is only fairly successful, do you know 
what drawbacks there are to-day ?—A. In the small towns where we have used it the 
principal drawbacks have been that it is costing a good deal for battery to operate 
it, and when it occasionally gets out of order it takes a pretty skilful man to repair 
it, and one cannot keep a large force of such men on hand. The telephone business 
is conducted on a very narrow margin at best, and it means that before the trouble 
is remedied the service may be interrupted. Instead of a few hours it may be inter- 
rupted for 24 hours, two days, perhaps, drawbacks of that kind. 

Q. It is the question of keeping it in repair ?—A. Keeping it in working order. 

Q. Outside of that there would be a considerable saving in connection with labour 
and wages, would there not ?—A. There is a saving in the small places in the operat- 
ing cost. In the small places the result may prove a saving in the operating cost of 
giving a telephone service. That is what the system may produce. The subscriber 
furnishes his own labour for making his connection, instead of the company provid- 
ing an operator at the central office for doing it. 

Q. It is in small places the automatic has been principally located ?@—A. It is 
in small places where the automatic has been located. In fact it is limited to 100 
lines and as many subscribers as you wish to place on each line. If for example you 
wished to put in party lines and have on the average four or five stations connected 
with each line, then this automatic switchboard that I have referred to would be cap- 
able of serving 400 or 500 subscribers. 


By Mr. Casgrain : x 


Q. As to the automatic system, if it proved to be of practical utility, I suppose the 
telephone companies in general would have no objection to using it ?—A. None what- 
ever. | 

Q. On the contrary .—A. They would only be too anxious to introduce it. 

Q. I want to question you about this matter of physical connection; have you had 
any experience, and if so, what experience, have you had in connecting different tele- 
phone companies together /—A. I might have stated this morning when I was asked 
to state what my experience has been, that, while engineer of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company I was also consulting engineer for several local telephone 
companies, large properties, but what we call local companies, that is, companies 
operating over certain restricted areas. I was, for example, consulting engineer of 
the Southern Bell, which operates through Virginia, West Virginia, North and. South : 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Alabama, also of the Bell Telephone Company of k 
Buffalo, which operates down in the eastern part cf New York State. During the , 
past year, I have devoted a great deal of time to the Missouri-Kansas Telephone Com- 
pany, which operates through Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma and the Indian Territory. 
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The American Telephone and Telegraph Company has constructed long toll lines 
connecting various local telephone companies together. The toll line, for example, 
between Boston and New York, between New York and Chicago, between Chicago 
and New Orleans, between Omaha and Boston, and between Boston and Jacksonville, 
Fla. These long lines are owned and operated by the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. By means of these toll lines we make physical connections with 
local friendly companies; they are mostly controlled by our company, at all the dif- 
ferent terminals. For example, the connection between New York and Chicago; the 
through line is owned by the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, which 
makes physical connection at New York with the terminals and the toll lines of the 
New York Telephone Company, and at Chicago it makes physical connection with 
the terminals and the toll lines of the Chicago Telephone Company. In other words, 
the operating department of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company has 
been engaged continuously now for twenty years in working out methods of connect- 
ing physically the various telephone properties. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. That is the properties of the National Company ?—A. The properties of the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

Q. Do they not connect with independent companies at all?—A. With none what- 
ever. 

Q. None whatever ?—A. None whatever. 

Q. But there is no difficulty in the way: of connecting with independent companies, 
is there; no physical difficulties?—A. I think we would find enormous physical diffi- 
culties. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 

Q. I was just going to ask you to describe some of the difficulties which you have 
encountered in your experience in giving this physical connection?—A. Of course, 
the most troublesome part of the telephone business, from an operating standpoint, for 
20 years has been in working out methods for handling these physical connections. 
In the first place, primarily, before you can do anything, you have to work out the 
business end of it. You have to have the interests of the people to be connected to- 
gether, mutually satisfactory. These arrangements have to be of such a character that 
both companies can make money out of them; then for the purpose of having the staff 
to operate it efficiently it is of very great importance that the two plants that are to be 
physically connected shall be of substantially the same character. That does not mean 
that their detail must be alike, but alike on broad lines. So far as general principles 
go, they must be substantially of the same nature. We must have our terminals and 
apparatus of substantially the same character. Take the telephones and transmitters. 
From a purely local standpoint they might at one terminal use instruments that would 
be reasonably satisfactory for local service but if you are making connections to them 
with a man 200 miles away they might not be satisfactory. The local man who has this 
instrument does not lose anything, but we who haul the business over 200 miles of wire, 
not only lose the revenue which we should obtain because of the inability to talk 
through to other instruments, but we incur the expense of trying to establish the con- 
nection, and get blamed for the inadequate service. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. That is merely a matter of standardizing the system, is it not?—A. It is largely 

a matter of standardizing, largely so. But even with standard instruments at each 
end, we require to have co-operation, to work together. In working out this physical 
connection we have to work out the operating feature. It may be that one company 
‘establishes a one-minute rule, that is to say they charge so much for one minute, and 
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so much for each additional minute’s conversation in excess of one minute. At the 
other end of the line the rule of the company may be that the initial talk is five minutes. 
Now in working out this physical connection problem, you have to get up operating 
rules that will enable you to handle such irregular cases.. As a matter of fact in some 
eases the initial period is 15 seconds. The prevailing custom, however, is, as I under- 
stand it to be here in Canada, three minutes. Then as to the system of operating, some 
companies have made it a rule that at the end of the initial period, the user shall be 
notified that three minutes have expired, so that the user may know that if he talks 
further he may be charged over and above the rate for three minutes. Other com- 
panies will not do that. This practice interferes with the service, and must be ad- 
justed. 

Q. But that is merely a matter of regulation?—A. It is merely a matter of regula- 
tion, but one of enormous importance. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. It is a matter of agreement between the companies that connect?—A. It is a 
matter of agreement. 

Q. Is not that one of the physical conditions that have to be met?—A. The com- 
panies in the first place have to come to an agreement about all these things. The 
point I desired to make in describing these very difficulties, small as compared with the 
physical difficulties, is that there is a lack of uniformity, and I am inclined to think 
there will always be a lack of uniformity due to the vastly different local conditions. 
You have to equalize these conditions or to introduce uniformity somewhere or else 
one or the other of the companies will suffer, and if either company is going to suffer 
you are going to lose your co-operation right at the start. The result will be that the 
public will not get good service. 

Q. Is not anothet condition that the plant will be well maintained, and if so 
what do you mean by that ?—A. On this question of maintenance of plant, T take 


the position that the maintenance of the plants should be somewhere near a pacity. 


It is one of the most difficult things we have nad to encounter in working out physi- 
ca] connection, between a variety of companies. You take for example « company 
that is operating, maybe a small exchange located in a rural section. Perhaps one- 
half of the subscribers of that exchange may be farmers, and the farmers may own 
the lines themselves, and it may be a part of the arrangement that they keep the 
lines in repair. As a rule these lines are not maintained as well as it is necessary to in- 
sure good service. Supposing we make a connection to a station of that kind, with 
one of our toll lines, we have on the one side a plant improperly maintained with the 
wires out of order, and they may remain out of order for one or two days. The trans- 
mission at best may not be as good as it should be. We haul into that station a mes- 
sage from a point 200 miles away, and we find that the line is out of order; that thing 
happens perhaps a dozen times a day, and our long and expensive line has been used, 
and no revenue derived from it because the connecting line is out of order. This is 
a matter about which it is very difficult to get reasonable uniformity. We cannot 
expect complete uniformity, but we must get reasonable uniformity or one of the 
parties will suffer. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You of course are aware that they are talking now from Cleveland to St. 
Louis and even to Kansas City over the independent lines. There must be a great 
many lines between those two points ?—A. I am glad that you mentioned that, sir. 
They are not talking commercially over the independent lines between Cleveland and 
St. Louis or Cleveland and Kansas City. 

Q. Well, a message will start over the independent line; I do not know how many 
lines they go over ’—A. You.can go into the city of Cleveland and you may make 
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ten calls from the Cuyahoga Telephone Company’s stations to St. Louis, and you make 
another ten calls from those same terminals to the Home Telephone Company to Kan- 
sas City, and see how many times you will talk successfully, or how many times you 
will talk commercially. You can get the president of at least one of those companies 
to give you testimony upon that point. TI will say that the lines of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company between these points have existed for probably 
ten years, and we are still handling the business between these points. When a man 
in Cleveland wants to talk to St. Louis, even if he has the Cuyahoga telephone at his 
desk, or when a man in Oleveland wants to talk to Kansas City, he steps around to 
the Bell Telephone Company’s pay station, because he knows he can talk that way, 
that he cannot talk over the other wire. 

Q. They have only made connection with Kansas City within a month.—A. I 
have talked from Kansas City to Indianapolis over the Home Telephone Company’s 
tine last Septemoer, it may have been October. 

Q. I understand that they have only made connection last month ?—A. Tf you 
will take that particular case, you could not have mentioned a better one to illustrate 
exactly your point. When you try to take a number of private companies and estab- 
lish a through connection physically, things are aggravated. Various attempts have 
been made by these independent people to consolidate and get a through line, simply 
to overcome these very difficulties. Of course, there is a lot of talk that they want to 
consolidate for other purposes, but the real underlying reason for wanting to consoli- 
date is not for the purpose of inflating their securities, or Stock, or anything of that 
kind, but really to give a decent through service, so that they can get some of the 
business that now goes to the American Telephone and Telegraph Company. There 
is absolutely no chance of their getting it under the present conditions, and they have 
not been getting it. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. I understand one of the other difficulties in connection with making a physical 
connection is the defining of the territory in which these companies shall operate, 
and if so why ?—A. I consider that it is absolutely necessary in working out a scheme 
for physical connection to absolutely define the territory of the various properties that 
are connected. Now, the reason for this is a lengthy one. I think we hatl better first 
start with what the telephone company is and the comprehensive scope of its opera- 
tions. Of course the first thing it has to do is to raise the money to build the plant. 
In order that it shall be able to raise money continuously, because as far as we know 
an operating telephone company has to raise money each year, it has got to make a 
reasonable profit. 

Q. You say that a company has to raise money every year—why so?—A. Because 
the country is growing every year; as long as the country continues to grow we must 
aise money to keep pace with its development. 

The CHairMAN.—They have to raise money the same as any other business where 
it is increasing rapidly ?—A. And it will be a great many years before they will get up 
to the needs of the country. Take Canada for example, during the last four years there 
has been an enormous increase in the population. Now the telephone company having 
started its plant, it continuously reaches out into all sections of the adjacent country. It 
has to do so for the purpose of meeting the demands of its subscribers. Every time you 
get in a new subscriber you create a need for some other extension, into new territory. 
Now, in meeting the demands of your own subscribers it is necessary to extend into 
what you may call lean sections, that is, some of such extensions may not be particul- 
arly profitable. That is to say all parts of your plant will not be equally profitable. 
There will be some sections of the plant that will be profitable and some that will not 
be profitable. In this the telephone business does not differ from any other business. 
A street railway company as a whole makes money, but if it had to carry all its pas- 
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sengers from one terminal to the other it would lose money. Take the post office, two 
cents is charged for carrying a letter, and they get a certain deficit under existing cir- 
cumstances, but if every two cent letter had to be carried across this whole country the 
deficit would be greater. The telephone business is exactly like any other business in 
that respect; the grocery man makes quite a profit on some lines of goods, but does not 
make much money on some other lines, such as sugar, perhaps. Now in the extension 
of the telephone plant we meet with the same conditions. If we are going to make a 
physical connection with the existing telephone companies we define the limit within 
which that company should operate, so that it will confine its efforts to that particular 
district, and not work back and duplicate plants that may already be occupied. If in 
a particular town where two exchanges are competing for business, the condition will 
be this: The town may be one of the places where we have been making only a reason- 
able profit. We have supplemented that service by extending our toll lines and reach- 
ing out to the small towns, located in lean erritory, territory where we make, perhaps, 
no profit at all, just managing to exist. A competitor comes in at that point and only 
attempts to give service in that certain restricted district where he can make a reason- 
able profit if he gets the business. Now, if we make connection with a property of that 
kind it would, without the expenditure of money, get connection to this lean district. 
Not having to carry the burden of that expenditure in the outlaying district they might 
manage to exist at a rate perhaps slightly lower than that offered by the original ex- 
change. It is not fair to compel a connection of that kind. It is like giving me a con- 
cession to do the mail business in Montreal. If I had the mail business from Ottawa, 
Montreal, Toronto and Quebec there would not be much revenue left for the Post Office 
Department. In other words, you would be compelling the company to use its capital, 
to use its facilities for strengthening a competitor at the point where it is making only 
a reasonable profit. It is unfair. It is not a fair way to treat any invested capital. 
You cannot have a uniform telephone throughout the country or over a broad extent 
of territory—why? Because you cannot get the money to make it. There has never 
been a time that a telephone company could get all the money they could advantageously 
spend. It is a tremendous problem to raise the capital for investment that is necessary 
to serve an energetic people such as exists here and in the United States. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. Just on that point, do you not think that it would be a good thing if connection 
could be made. Now with the trunk line running through Ontario, and in many places 
in Ontario they have just one telephone instrument in a small town. Now if the people 
in that surrounding country form themselves into a little company, form a little com- 
pany extending say 10 miles out in each direction from that town—that is the point 
we would like to get at—that is why we would like to get connection ?’—A. That is ex- 
actly where the telephone company wants to meet you, I was just getting up to that 
point. Exactly. Now, in that section, where the existing telephone company has made 
no development, they haven’t any local stations, and where it may be two or three years 
before the conditions will be such that it will be able to get money to extend into these 
sections, if a local crowd, good citizens, get together and build a new plant, run it up 
to the office of the Bell Telephone Company, they have not got to go up and demand 
connection. The Bell Company is up there inviting them to connect, they want them 
to connect. But there are certain restrictions as to the physical condition of the plant 
that must be made, such as the character of the telephones and the transmitters, be- 
cause you can readily understand that the Bell Telephone Company has to protect its 
customers up to the line, and its own toll service, against bad service. 

Q. That is quite natural ?—A. Another point to be remembered is that in doing 
that we must limit the area of any particular company. Why? Because these people 
will perhaps connect with a third company that may be competing with us at one of 
those points where we are getting a reasonable profit and that is one of those pro- 
positions thag would not be fair. Now there is another thing that comes up there. 
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Supposing there is a little group of farmers that come into one of these tol] stations 
and ask for a connection. We hope to get revenue from these people when they use 
our wires. If you are going to extend credit to a man you must find out first whether 
he is a good citizen and will pay his bill. If you find out that these people are good 
citizens and pay their bills you extend credit to them, and if their plant is satisfac- 
tory you connect with them. When they make a call, say for Montreal, and run up a 
bill of 50 cents or two or three dollars, you know you are going to get your money. 
Another point bearing on this question is that when a little company which has perhaps 
$200 invested, makes connection with the Bell Telephone Company, they are using 
for the time-being, borrowing, if you please, the Bell Telephone Company’s plant that 
may readily run into e value of $50,000 or $100,000—we establish every day connec- 
tions over long distance where people are using $300,000 worth of property. Now they 
have to use that according to our rules, and here is another very difficult matter to 
adjust in considering a question of this kind. You know that sometimes our wires 
are slightly out of order; we give people a connection over this line which is slightly 
out of order; it is better to give them that than to give them nothing. When a man 
gets through with his business he finds that he has been talking five minutes, 
whereas if the wire had been in good condition he could have transacted his business 
in the three-minute limit. Here is immediately a question as to the charge and if 
the wire has been ‘ noisy,’ under such circumstances the company gives him the benefit 
of the two minutes extra time consumed by reason of the defect in the line. 

Q. I had that experience over the line on last Friday night between here and 
Toronto. I paid the bill however and did not get any rebate, but I was willing to do 
it, because I had obtained the information I wanted.—A. If the company is satisfied 
that the line has been used unnecessarily long because of the defects in it they give 
you a rebate. That is the very thing that happened to me last week. If we were 
compelled to give connection with a little line that was in such physical condition that 
it was noisy all the time, we would not get paid for more than about the half of the 
use of our line. Then there is the other question of adjusting the revenue between the 
two companies. Supposing you are compelled to connect with a little line, say 50 miles 
long, and you connect with our long line and there is to be a division of the profits, 
how are you going to divide? . 

Q. That is a matter of arrangement.—A. It is more than that. 

Mr. Cascrain.—That is a matter of agreement between the two companies, but 
supposing you could not get that agreement. 

The CHarrMAN.—Well then you would not get the connection. 

Mr. Cascrain.—That is just it. Supposing the Bell Telephone Company in Can- 
ada is forced by law to connect with any company at all, without any agreement, 
what would be the result ?—A. The public would get no service whatever. There is 
absolutely no question about that, you cannot drive men to do things to their disad- 
vantage. There is another point that bears upon this that shows what a lot of detail 
there is. Supposing that this little line wanted to connect with the Bell Company 
line, 500 miles long, what part of the revenue are they to get 2? Say they had a line 
of 50 miles long and they are using the Bell line for 500 miles. You would say they 
should get 50-550 of the revenue. That 500 miles of the Bell Telephone Company’s circuit 
is of very heavy copper wire, while the local company has 50 miles we will say of or- 
dinary iron wire. ‘The construction of the Bell Telephone Company’s circuit would 
probably cost five times what the construction of the local company costs. 

Mr. CurysLER.—Five times per mile. And that would have to be adjusted. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. Bring this now to a concrete example in regard to the question in connection 
with competitors. Supposing a little town out of Ottawa here has a telephone plant, 
and in the same place the Bell Telephone Company has a plant also ?—A. Yes. 
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Q. Connecting here with Ottawa?—A. Yes. 

Q. And from Ottawa to Montreal?—A. Yes. 

Q. Supposing the Bell Telephone Company were obliged to give connection to this 
competitor, in this small town, what would be the result to the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany and its business?—A. There will be a whole lot of things to think of. In the first 
place a law of that kind would compel the Bell Company to go out and raise money to 
build lines in order to serve its competitors. The Bell Telephone Company is not build- 
ing any more lines between that little town and this city than is necessary to handle 
their own business. But as a matter of fact when the ’phones increase in this little town 
the total number of messages between the two towns will increase. If the local com- 
pany can force the Bell Telephone Company to give connections for all its messages, 
the Bell Company wrll have to raise money to build additional lines to handle it. Who 
is to guarantee the Bell Company’s ability to raise this money, and assure it of a satis- 
factory return on its investment? 

Q. What bearing will it have on the trunk lines between, Ottawa and Montreal ?— 
A. There will be to a lesser extent, of course, the necessity for providing additional 
facilities, which, in that particular case might be great. Another question would be 
how is the Bell Telephone Company to get its revenue for performing that service ? 


By the Chairman: 

Q. But there is one point there regarding that connection from a small -town to 
Ottawa, the Bell Telephone Company would look upon it as a punishment to take busi- 
ness from that company, evidently from your statement ?—A. Naturally, it is not fair 
treatment. 

Q. They are paying for it? 

Mr, CurystEer.—It will depend upon whether they are paying enough for it?—A. 
The tolls will not pay for it. They will not begin to pay for it. The point we may 
bear in mind is this, that we have an exchange in there, and it forms part of the system, 
and the company as a whole must pay 8 per cent; I think it has for the last few years. 

Mr. CascraIn.—7 per cent. 

Mr. CHRYSLER.—8 per cent. 

A. It is very possible they have been able to pay that amount, and they have been 
able to raise money to keep pace with the growth in this new country; they have got 
that exchange in this little town, and it is fair to suppose that it is making a fair pro- 
fit. The Bell Telephone Company has spent several million dollars in building up its 
toll service, which fits into its system. Now, this little company has started into com- 
petition with the Beli Telephone Company at a profitable point. They have not any 
lean section to support, they have not put it up, and nobody can compel them to do it. 
They can come in and have physical connection, if there were compulsion, and require 


the Bell Telephone Company to give them access to all points, and they get all the 


benefit that the Bell Telephone Company gets from its expenditure without having to 
pay their portion of the cost. It is not fair. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 
Q. They get the benefit of the long- distance line of the Bell Telephone Company ? 
—A. It is not decent treatment, it is confiscation of property. If a private individual 
did business like that he would be run out of town. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. As to the question of physical connection, Mr. Pickernell, throughout the Dom- 
inion of Canada, and particularly throughout the province of Ontario there are, no 
doubt, a large number of places where farmers would like to be encouraged to put up 
local systems for their own accommodation?—A. Yes. 

. Q. In the evidence that has been given, it has been shown, I think, by the admission 
of the Bell Telephone people, that where the farmers did that upon the co-operative 
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system, they could do so more cheaply than the Bell Telephone Company could do it. 
They contributed poles, and put them up themselves; that is a field which the Bell Tele- 
phone Company will not care to cover, because they say they cannot do so profitably. 
Perhaps it would assist that little local company in a territory or small village, where 
the Bell Telephone Company may often have one, two or three instruments, do you 
think it would be at all impossible that some central power for instance, the Dominion 
government, should fix the basis, making regulations as to the standard equipment to 
be used by the local companies and also as to the business arrangements between that 
local company and the Bell Telephone Company, arrange for the physical connections 
with possibly some little company in a very small town where the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany had not more than a certain number of instruments, that the smaller company 
would have to purchase their property in that village. Would there be anything unfair 


- about fixing the basis upon which they would be compelled to make connection with 


the local company ?—A. I have an enormous staff of people who have been working on 
that probably for 20 years, and I cannot honestly see that any generalisation can be 
made that would assist in the matter at all. Now, the way I should say that all these 
cases you refer to should be handled would be for the two eompanies to get together. 
If the Bell Company had two or three stations in a town, and the local company is 
organized by local people, why, I would sell that exchange, I should not hesitate for a 
moment to do that. It would be better for the public and better for the Bell T elephone 
Company. There is one thing I want to emphasize right here- that every time you do 
something for the public, improve the value of the service to the public, there is im- 
mediately a response and the whole system is benefited. I do not know any public 
Service that is more quickly responsive to improvements. . ' 

Q. It seems to me that that little local company being able to connect with the Bell 
Telephone Company, and having the advantage of the use of the Bell T elephone Com- 
vany’s long distance lines, would be able to give to their patrons much greater advan- 
tages than they would otherwise be able to do; on the other hand the Bell Telephone 
Company would be able to give to their company increased advantages by being able to 
give them connection conversationally with the farmers that they would not otherwise 
reach ?—A. Undoubtedly, but you let the two companies get together and make that 
agreement. Do not try to drive either one of them into it ; they will make a fair agree- 
ment and the public will get better service. 

Q. I think you are perfectly right as to that, but then you insist upon an agree- 
ment being made in every instance. Now, would it not be possible with perfect fairness 
to both, to the large companies and to the small companies, for the government, per- 
haps after hearing representatives from the Bell Telephone Company and also from 
the other company, would it not be possible to lay down a basis that would be perfectly 
fair and applicable in every instance, and so save any such trouble, delay, and uncer- 
tainty and make a specific agreement which would be applicable to all cases?—A. I am 


_ certain you could not do it, and further than that I am certain if you attempted to do 


it as you say, it will take more time for the Government officials to pass on that than 
it will for the companies to get together and make an agreement. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. You say it is not possible to lay down a standard for such an agreement ?—A. 
Aksolutely. 

Q. Why ?—A. It has failed in so many ways. The companies I have been associ- 
ated with must have several thousand arrangements of that kind, and they are com- 
ing in very rapidly. We are encouraging it, and the more business we can get in that 
way, the better. It improves the value of our service as a whole to the public, ani 
that is what we want. Not only do these people get the advantage ot talking to our 
subscribers, but our subscribers are enabled to talk to those they could never talk with 
before. Our interest is undoubtedly to get together and make an agreement and give 
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Q. It seems to me that one of the great advantages in fixing a basis of agreement 
as I have suggeste] that would be absolute in every case would be this, that a group of 
farmers desiring to form a company would know beforehand exactly what they would 
have to do, and upon what basis they would have to meet the other company, and cer- 
tainly that knowledge would encourage the farmers to form such local companies, 
-many of which would never be formed if they had firgt to negotiate upon these points? 
—A. Gentlemen, let me point out in a simple way one of the difficulties in making 
that standard you have in mind, that is, a physical standard. Think of the absurdity 
of making a single standard for construction. A standard that would be perfectly 
good and suitable for Winnipeg might be absolutely useless in Quebec. 

Q. Why would a system that would work well in Winnipeg not be likely to work 
well in Quebec? Is it because of climatic conditions ?—A. Climatic conditions, and 
from the fact that in some sections of Canada, if you want to set a pole you have to haul 
it 1,200 miles. It is clearly to the advantage of the man who has to haul it that dis- 
tance, it is to his advantage to haul a light pole, whereas in this district where cedar 
grows freely he might haul a much larger pole. It is the same with reference to the 
character of the wire. I noticed in the cross examination this morning you referred 
to the specification prepared by the Postmaster General of Great Britain, and I noticed 
that you had to have something in the end, ‘ or its equivalent approved of by the Post- 
master General.’ Of course, when you have a proviso like that you really have not 
anything definite. 

Q. That might be arranged by dividing the country into sections or districts, and 
making one regulation apply to one district or territory, and another regulation to 
another territory. There may be possibly some little detail that you cannot fix in 
your regulations. But cannot there be some official such as the post office inspector, 
or the railway commission, that might be appointed to deal with those matters?—A. 
You must realize if you have had as much experience as I have had, and I have had 
considerable, that when you get details of that kind to deal with, and you sit down 
around a table to pass on them, details that will be applicable to the whole of this coun- 
try, you will find that the difficulties accumulate on your hands, and that you will 
sit up nights trying to figure out some scheme that will prevent them coming to you. 
LT have spent all my life making detail specifications and think I can qualify as an 
expert, and I do not hesitate to state that there is no possibility of the government, or 
the Post Office Department or any other department preparing specifications that will 
be in any way fair, equitable and just in their application in a country of the magni- 
tude of Canada. 

Q. I think the Bell Telephone Company has had in their employ a person who 
straightens out difficulties between them and their customers, and Mr. Chrysler properly 
termed him a diplomat. It seems to me that a diplomat might straighten out the diffi- 
culties between the large and small companies in these cases?—A. These difficulties in 
the first place are of infrequent occurrence between fair minded business men. IT would 
emphasize that you would not do business with a man and give him credit unless you 
found out who he was, if he paid his bills, and is a good citizen. You take two good 
citizens and put them together, and they may be the Bell Company’s manager in @ 
small town and another company’s agent in a small town; they are both good citizens 
and we do not have much trouble. The greatest difficulty we have is to get the local 
company to keep their line in as good condition as it should be. But that is easily 
adjusted. There is no difficulty in that. 


The committee then adjourned until 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 
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Cross-examination of Mr. Herpert Laws WEBB: 
By Mr. Lafleur: 


Q. If you will permit me before Mr. Webb’s cross-examination begins, I would 
like to ask him to produce for the information of the committee, copies of the ‘ Jour- 
nal Telegraphique,’ published by the International Bureau of Telegraph Administra- 
tions as containing official authentic information as to foreign rates?—A,. I produce 
a complete collection of the ‘Journal Telegraphique’ for 1904, which is the official 
journal of the International Bureau of Telegraph Administrations, and which collects 
cfficial information regarding telegraph and telephone affairs. It contains a complete 
statement of the telephone rates in the principal countries in Europe, with all the 


_ modifying conditions and figures. That is an official publication. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. You have indicated on the cover the pages on which the information is given? 
—A. Yes, sir, they are marked. 

Q. I want to direct your attention first, Mr. Webb, to the general conditions in 
Great Britain. Your examination the other day was rather directed to special ques- 
tions. What systems are in use in Great Britain? We understand that there is a 
government system and the national system, are there other companies operating 
either in small or large areas?—A. No, sir, there is no other company. 

Q. There is no other company than the National Telephone Company and the 
government system?—A. There is no other company than the National Telephone 
Company. If you would like me to describe the systems there is the National Tele- 
phone Company which operates practically throughout the Kingdom, which has an 
exchange in every town and city throughout the Kingdom. The Post Office Telegraph 
Department operates an exchange in London; that is a system consisting of a number 
of exchanges , and they operate in some of the provincial towns, small exchanges. The 
largest of them is some 400 or 500 lines in Newcastle-on-Tyne. In addition to those 
you have the five municipal systems which have been described. 

Q. Which were mentioned the other day, yes. And the long-distance lines are 
entirely operated by the government?’—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long has that condition prevailed? How long is it since the government 


took over thé long-distance line?—A.* The actual transfer was effected in 1896. 


Q. The government had already been operating the telegraph line, had it not?— 
A. Yes, since 

Q. For how long?—A. Since 1870. 

Q. And was the government system a monopoly from 1870 of the telegraphs ?—A. 
Of the telegraphs, yes. 

Q. Then, up to 1896 who was operating the long-distance lines of telephone?—A. 
The telephone companies. At that time there was more than one telephone company. 
The companies in vgrious parts of the country finally amalgamated into one, but in the 
early days 

Q. When did that amalgamation take place?—A. It was a gradual process; I could 
not give you from memory the exact date when'the final amalgamation took place, but 
in the early days there was a number of companies. 

Q. Operating in different parts?—A. Operating in different parts of the country,’ 
and they had trunk lines, as they are called in England; long-distance lines the term is 
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here. The policy of taking over the long-distance lines by the government was laid 

down about 1892. There is a Treasury minute which I think is among your exhibits 

dealing with the policy, but the final transfer of the lines did not take place until 1896. 
- Q. And the transfer was accomplished by the government purchasing from the 

National Telephone Company its trunk lines?—A. Yes, sir. © 

; Q. The National Telephone Company, of course, had a system established in Lan- 

don in 1896%—A. Yes. 

Q. What was done with that?—A. The local system ? 

Q. Yes, the local system?—A. That is still being operated. 

Q. The government did not acquire that?—A. No, the government acquired no 
local systems at all, only the long-distance lines. 

Q. Do they not operate a local system in London?—A. Yes, that is running prac- 
tically side by side with the system of the National Telephone Company. 

Q. When did they inaugurate that?—A. About 1900 to 1901. That is, they started 
building at that time. I think they actually began giving a service, perhaps in 1902. 

Q. Are the two systems operated, then, in oposition to one another in London ?— 
A. They are practically operated by agreement at the same rates, and the general plan 
is that each system develops a different part of London. 

Q. I was going to ask you if they had agreed as to rates and what the areas are. 
hey avoid duplicating?—-A. Yes, that is more of a sort of understanding, I think. 
In a good many parts of London they do duplicate, they do overlap areas. They have 
got post office exchanges practically right alongside National exchanges. 

Q. The local system in London is called a post office exchange, is it?—A. Well, it 
is both. The post office has an exchange and the National’Company has an exchange. 

Q. Well, I meant the local government system. Where are the offices? Are the 
public offices branches of the post office?—A. I do not quite understand you. It is 
operated by the telegraph branch of the post office. 

Q. Is it operated in common with the telegraph system? Are the offices the same 
as the telegraph office?—A. The head offices are, yes. 

Q. The branch offices are not?—A. The branch offices? In some cases the tele- 
phone exchanges are in post offices, and in others they are in separate buildings. 

Q. Then, is the rate in London established by some understanding; have we here 
the tariff of rates that is in force? Has it been given!—A. I do not know whether you 
have. 

Q. Can you give it to us?—A. I can give it to you if you like. I think I have 
a spare copy of it, that is the post office suoscriber’s contract; it gives the tariff in full. 


(Exhibit No. 175.) 


° 
TARIFF RATES FOR THE LONDON AREA. 


Foie 128 14 
I—Ordinary Message-rate Service— 
(a) Charges for connection with any exchange in the county 
of London within two miles of the subscriber’s premises. 
Annual: subscriptionaser, ; + ..inedides cai een ae, See e ae eee 


Message Fees— 


One penny for each call to a subscriber on any exchange in 
the county of London. 

LIwo pence for each eall to a subscriber on any exchange 
outside the county of London. 


(b) Charges for connection with any exchange outside the 
county of London within two miles of the subscriber’s 
premises. 
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I.—Ordinary Message-rate Service—Continued. 


Aiea 101d ck hitler Fle caidas 6 aug SD 

Message Fees— 

One penny for each call to a subscriber on the same ex- 
change. 
Two pence for each call to a subscriber on any other ex- 
change. 
The minimum yearly amount payable by each subscriber for 
message fees is...... . : 
IT.—Party-line Message-rate Service— 
Annual Subscriptions: 
(a) For connection with any exchange except the Central Ex- 
‘ change by means of a lire used by not more than two sub- 
seribers.. : 

(b) For RB aneetin wie any Pear "Hutsine fie: apne ot 
London by means of a line used by more than two and 
not more than ten subscribers .. .... 

Subscriptions at party-line rates cannot be watt tha ae etht 
scribers on the Central Exchange, or at the lower party- 
line rate from subscribers on any exchange in the county 
of London. . 

The above charges have reference to cases where the main 
circuit of a party line does not exceed two miles, and the 
spur circuit to each subscriber does not exceed 220 yards 
in length, otherwise there are additional charges men- 
tioned under IV. below. 


Message fees for calls originated by party-line subscribers 
will be the same as for calls by subscribers at the 
ordinary message rate, but the minimum yearly 
amount payable for message fees by each party-line 
subseriber is.... 


II—Unlimited Service— 


Annual subscription for connection with any exchange with- 
in two miles of the subscriber’s premises, together 
with an unlimited number of calls— 


Ea ke. 
£5090 
11029 
Bc 0 


es ae UR 


(a) For the first line...... rae SY hag 4 pay | 


(b) For each additional line eC nhne ata Bones of ihe 


Pie BupsCiiper. Wit al ExCnanveog. 2 su, ssc, + o+-eelt 0:0 


IV.—Addilional Annual Charges— 


(a) Where the premises of any subscriber at the ordinary 
message rate or at the unlimited service rate are more than 
two miles from the ae for every additional quarter 
of a mile or part thereof. . usees 

(b) Where the main circuit " a asaaiy: it icasds: rae ruil 
in length, for each additional quarter of a mile or part 
thereof fi respect of each subscriber whose spur circuit 
issues from the main circuit at a point more than two 

. miles from the exchange. . 

(c) Where the spur circuit of a newitig Bree bkedads 220 sant 
in length, for each additional quarter of a mile, or part 
ners OFAIS. A GES at AAG 


Oni, & 
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V.—EHatension Lines. a 8, Ue 


(a) For each extension line connecting two parts of the same 

premises of a subscriber, where the line is not more than 

110 yards in length.... .. see ee & Cres 
(6) For each additional 110 yards ae sucht a Hite it ete EAPO 
(c) For each extension line connecting separate premises of 

the same subscriber, and not more than a quarter of a 


Mile ren eti. . se sss TASES: 10-0 
(ad) For each wediionsl Aaanior ces a ‘ala oe stich, live. . RE ef 128 BSL 4) 
Extension lines are not provided in connection with party 
lines. 
VI— Call Offices— 
For each period of three minutes’ conversation............0 0 2 


Mr.'Wess.—lIt might be interesting to you to know that Mr. Hanbury’s commit- 
tee of 1898 advocated practically a cut-throat competition between the post office and 
the National Telephone Company. That was the policy laid down by that committee. 

Q. In a report to Parliament?—A. In a report to Parliament. But when the thing 
got, into the hands of practical people they determined that that was not a wise policy 
and they came to an agreement to charge the same rates and not to compete in that 
manner. So the post office adopted the rates of the National Telephone Company for 
London. 7 

@. The rates previously in force?—A. They were the rates previously in force. 
That is the flat rate. The message rates that you see there were new. 

Q. Now, just to get this on the evidence. ‘There are two of the charges here which 
I think will be sufficient for our purpose. The first one is an ordinary message rate ser- 
vice in connection with any exchange in the county of London within two miles of the 
subscriber’s premises. That is a limited service, apparently £5. That is the rate, is it? 
—A. That is £5 for the line and station. . 

Q. For the line?—A. And every message is paid for. 

Q. Yes, I was coming to that. That is the annual subscription merely, and in 
addition message fees are paid, one penny for each call to subscriber at any exchange 
in the county of London, two pence per call te each subscriber at any exchange outside 
the county of London. The third class, the unlimited service, is an annual subscrip- 
tion for connection with any exchange w:thin two miles of the subscriber’s premises, 
an unlimited number of calls, £17?—-A. Yes. 

Q. For the first line, and for each additional line connecting the premises of the 
subscriber with the exchange, £14. On the first class of subscription, the limited ser- 
vice, every message is paid for? There is no allowance of a limited numbe~ of mes- 
sages’—A. No, each and every message is paid for. 

Q. From the beginning. A. And you will see there that a guarantee is required 
to be paid in advance. A subscriber has to establish a credit for messages. I think it 
is stated there. . 

Q. That is by making a deposit?—A. Making a deposit. 

Q. And when his credit is exhausted, I suppose he has to repeat the deposit ?—A. 
He has to renew the deposit, exactly. 

Q. So that is the way in which they insure the collection?—A. Yes. 

Q. Of message fees?—A. Exactly. 

Q. Then those charges prevail also in the case of the subscribers of the National 
Telephone Company of London?—A. Yes, sir; the rates are uniform. 

Q. What are the arrangements, then, for making connection between these two 
local systems in London and the through lines?—A. And the long-distance lines? 

Q. Yes?—A. The long-distance lines centre in London in a long-distance exchange, 
a trunk exchange, as it is called. If you want to make a long-distance call in London 
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you simply ask for ‘trunk,’ and you are switched through to that long-distance 
exchange from either system. 

Q. From either system? That is the question I was going to ask. ‘The subscriber 
to either of the local systems in London can obtain connection with the trunk line and 
through the trunk line with any point with which the trunk line connects?—A. Yes. 

Q. What is the rate for long-distance messages?—A. That varies with the distance. 

Q. What is it based upon? Do you know the rate per mile?—A. As I recollect, it 
is based approximately upon a shilling per hundred miles for three minutes’ conversa- 
tion. 

Q. But is there a fixed tariff between different points?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That basis may underlie it?—A. That is the general basis, but of course there 
is a fixed tariff between the different points. 

Q. Then, as to the efficiency of these? How are these two local systems in London 
equipped ?—A. The post office exchanges have all been built within the last four years, 
and all of the larger exchanges are practically modern in equipment, having the com- 
mon battery equipment throughout. 

Q. The common battery is what some of the witnesses have been calling the central 
energy 7—A. Yes. It is described, unfortunately, by a number of different terms, but 
they all mean the same thing in general principle.. 

Q. That is the system we have in Ottawa, I suppose?—A. I believe it is; it is prac- 
tically exactly the same. 

Q. That applies.to the government exchanges in London?—A. That applies’ to the 
larger exchanges. Some of the smaller exchanges, which were not expected to reach 
more than 400 or 500 subscribers, were equipped with a different system, a system which 
gives automatic signalling, but gives local battery talking. It is not strictly the 
common battery. Those are small exchanges along the valley of the Thames which 
they did not expect to increase beyond certain limits. 

Q. Within the London area?—A. Within the London area, yes. 

Q. But at outlying points?—A. At outlying points where a large increase was not 
expected. Asa matter of fact, the) are getting the increase there, and they will shortly 
have to rebuild those exchanges. 

Q. Are those cheaper to equip and install than the common battery system?—A. 
Yes. It is a cheaper equipment in first cost. 

Q. And suitable for a small exchange?—A. It was held to be suitable for small 
exchanges. Then in the National system in London the large exchanges are also on 
the common battery system, and they are carrying out a process of steady conversion 
of all their large exchanges. 

Q. What was in use before in the exchanges of the National Telephone Com- 
pany ?—A. The Magneto system. 

Q. What was it converted from?—A. The Magneto. 

Q. With the Blake transmittor?—A. Generally with granular transmitters, 
although there might be a few Blake transmitters about. The granular transmitter 
and magneto calling and clearing. 

Q. The granular is the instrument that is in use here, is it not?—A. Well, the 
principle of the instrument is the same, although mechanical details vary in different 
types of instrument. 

Q. Can you tell us the number of telephones in London in use in these two 
systems ?—A. It is approximately 80,000. I am not sure if I have the complete 
figures up to January of this year. If I have the figures with me I can give it to 
you exactly. (After making search.) I have not got it, but I can put it in. I can 
give you the exact figures up to January 1 of this year. 

Q. Can you tell us what the number is in each of the systems, the government 
system and the National system, I mean when looking it up?—A. Yes, I can give you 
both those. 
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Q. Then you say that the National Telephone Company, or the other companies 
which were all I suppose ultimately absorbed by the National Telephone Company 
have local exchanges in all the cities and towns?—A. Yes. o 

_ Q. Prior to 1896. Is the use of the telephone in the other cities and towns out- 
side of London extensive?—A. Generally speaking, yes. 

Q. Do you know of any of these places—have you the statistics as to the propor- 
tion of telephones to population in any of the large cities outside of London?—A. I 
do not think that that has been worked out very much. Of course, as a general 
thing, you can see that the development of the telephone in Great Britain is not 
nearly so great as it is in America. 

Q. Well, I was about to lead up to that. That is really what I wanted to ascer- 
tain in a general way. You would say that in regard to towns of the same relative 
size and importance?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then with regard to the country. Are there lines installed in the rural dis- 
tricts in Great Britain’—A. To a very small extent. 

Q. The use of the telephone, even before the government acquired it, was very 
largely confined to the cities and towns?—A. The government has not acquired it. 

Q. The government has acquired the long distance through lines, I mean ?—A. 
Yes. Of course that has nothing to do with the development of the local service. 

Q. You think it has nothing to do with it. It does not retard or advance it?—A. 
It naturally would have an indirect bearing. 

Q. What bearing has it?—A. 1 mean, if you have a very good long distance ser- 
vice it would tend to increase the development in the towns. 

Q. Would not the fact that the government had acquired the through lines give 
advantage to the subscribers of the local exchanges which would extend the use of 
the telephone ?’—A. Certainly I agree in a general way. If you have a good, well 
developed long distance service it tends to develop the local service. 

Q. On the question I asked you at first, you are not able to say that there has been 
in fact, any great increase, or any great effect ?—A. Well, I put it in this way, that there 
could have been a great deal greater increase had the opportunity for developing the 
system been greater. The trouble with telephone development in Great Britain generally 
is that it has been repressed by the government monopoly, by the limited license which 
makes it practically impossible to keep up with the public demands. 

Q. That is quite a different thing from the acquisition of the long-distance?—A. 
The greater includes the less. The development has not been nearly go great as it might 
have been under normal circumstances, 

Q. Well, is there any occasion to find fault with the service of the long-distance 
line provided by the government?—A. Oh, in my experience there are very great 
occasions. 

Q. What is the difficulty?—A. The main difficulty is the lack of accommodation ; 
it is the delay during the busy hours of the day. 

Q. Is that due to the number of lines not being sufficient?—A. It is no doubt due 
principally to that. 

Q. So that if the lines were increased to meet the demands, is there any other diffi- 
culty in working the system of local exchanges owned by the company and the through 
lines operated by the government?—A. Well, I.think that there is always a difficulty in 
working such a complicated service under two separate administrations. That is no 
doubt the great difficulty and the continuous difficulty. 

Q. I want to ask you about the license system. What is meant by that? I under- 
stand from the legislation that we have heard of that every company, as well as every 
municipality, has to obtain a license from the government?—A. Yes. 

Q. To operate a telephone system at all?—A. Yes. 

Q. Has that always been the law with regard to these companies ?—A. It has always 
_ been the case since the decision of 1880, which established that the telephone was a 

telegraph within the meaning of the Telegraph Act. 
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Q. And it is therefore subject 
monopoly. 

Q. And the license arises out of that government monopoly, the license is really 
the granting of an exception to the government Act?—A. The license grants the right 
to the licensee to operate a telephone business for a period of years. 

Q. Notwithstanding the rights which the government has for telegraphing—that 
is the meaning. 

A. Yes, the right to license flows fromthe monopoly of the telegraph. 

Q. Well, then, what is the nature of the license given as to time?—A. The original 
licenses were for 81 years, dating from 1880. The original licenses expire in 1911. 

Q. That is the way we get to the date 1911?-_A. Yes, 

Q. Have companies which have been organized since been limited to the same date? 
—A. Yes. 

Q. Always 31 years from 18802—A. The licenses of all companies were made to 
expire on December 31, 1911. 

Q. Did that apply also—when was it that the local municipalities acquired the 
statutory rights—I suppose, it was to go into the telephone business ?—A. They acquired 
the right to borrow money for telephone purposes under the Public Health Act by the 
Telegraph Act of 1899. 

Q. You say, to borrow money. Was it understood to be the law in KMngland that 
they could invest money in telephone services if they could do so without borrowing it? 
, —A. No, I think the trouble, as far as T understand, the real obstacle to the munici- 
palities engaging in the telephone business prior to the Act of 1899 was that they had 
not power to borrow money for that purpose. I am not familiar with all the local 
details, but I have always understood that that was the real obstacle. There were one 
or two that were always agitating for it, but they found they could not do 

Q. That was in 1899?—A. It was previous to 1899 when what was known as the 
Telegraph Act of 1899 was passed, and I think you have the Act in the minutes. That 
gave the municipality power to borrow for telephone purposes under the Public Health 
Act, 7 

Q. Then the municipalities as well had to apply to the government and obtain a 
license ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Now, the license in the case of each municipality is also limited to year 1911? 
—A. No, the terms vary. The terms of the municipal licenses vary really according 
to the desires of the municipality who makes the application. 

Q. Do you know what is the difference?—A. The longest of them expires in 1926. 

Q. Which one is that?—A. I think that Portsmouth and Swansea or Portsmouth 
and Brighton. There are different terms, and the longest expires in 1926. 

Q. Was the National Telephone Company in existence in 18802—A. I am not 
sure. 

Q. Well, the companies prior to 1880 were operated without a license?—A. Yes, 
prior*to 1880 they were operating without government license. 

Q. And the National Telephone, as well as the other companies, were obliged 
after 1880 to take licenses?—A. Yes. 

Q. Well, what effect did that have, if any, upon the development of the business ? 
You said that it had an effect, and I wanted to know just what the effects were?—A. 
You mean the limited licenses ? 

Q. Yes?—A. The limiting of the license has this effect upon retarding the devel- 
opment of the business: As the life of the license gets shorter it becomes practically 
impossible to raise money to develop the business, to raise new capital. 

Q. I understood from something here that the licenses expire in 1911, and there 
is also a power to acquire the whole system of the National Telephone Company by 
the government?—A. Yes, an agreement has actually been made between the Post 
Office and the National Company which regulates the situation. That agreement, of 
course, is of quite recent date. 


*—A. Therefore subject to the government 
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Q. It is stated here that the Postmaster General will take over the whole business 
and carry it on. I am looking at No. 2789 of Appendix ‘ A’?—A. Is the memorandum 
dated February 14, 1905? 

Q. Yes?—A. That is the one. 

Q. What is meant by this statement: ‘An agreement on similar lines has now 
been made in relation to the whole country. On December 31, 1911, the Postmaster 
General will take over the whole business carried on up to that date by the company, 
and will acquire the plant of the company’ on “ tramway terms.”” No payment will be 
made in respect of goodwill or profits, except in the case of the private wire business 
of the company (which can be carried on without the Postmaster General’s license) 
and in the very few cases where the company licenses has under the provisions of the 
Telegraph Act, 1899, been extended beyond 1911. The termination is the same date. 
Ts that an absolute order, or is it merely an option on the part of the government !— 
A. No, that is the end and aim of the whole agreement, the purchase of the company’s 
plants. P 

Q. There is no question about it, that will be carried out under the arrangement 
now made?—A. That is what is intended now. 

Q. Unless the policy is reversed. And if I understand this sentence correctly, 
it means in respect of goodwill and profits from private lines they will be paid for ?— 
A. That means private wires not connected with the exchange. A private wire can 
be run without the Postmaster General’s license. — 

Q. Therefore they propose to pay for the good-will in connection with it?—A. 
By that clause that is evidently the intention. 

Q. Then in respect to the work that you said was being gone into very extensively 
in London for the government, the laying of conduits; is that for the carrying on of 
the business in connection with the local exchanges?—A. Yes. 

Q. Largely ?—A. Practically entirely. 

Q. And is the National Telephone Company carrying on work of that kind in 
London?—A. The National Company does very little underground work in London. 

Q. Why?—A. Because they cannot get the power to do ite 

Q. What limits their power?—A. The London county council and the corpora- 
tion of London. ; 

Q. What are the restrictions. Have they in each case to obtain leave by special 
agreement for the placing of plant in the streets ¢—A. Yes. 

_ Q. There is no general leave or agreement giving them leave?—A. No, the Post- 
master General has statutory powers for opening streets; the company has not. 

Q. How is it in the case of Glasgow. Mr. Willock told us that Glasgow had 
expended a large amount of money in conduit work, and I think said that the 
National Telephone Company had not completed their system of undergound work? 
—A. No, they have not. 

Q. What is the reason for that?—A. Simply that the corporation blocked them. 

Q. In what way?—A. Refused them the permission to lay underground cable. 

Q. They have the right to do so; they have the right to refuse permission to the 
company ?—A. The corporation of Glasgow ? ‘agar 

Q. Yes?—A. You can tell from what Mr. Willock said himself here that they 
regard the streets as their own property. 

Q. Then, how are the wires being carried from any subscriber to the exchange in 
Glasgow ?—A. They are carried partly by underground cables laid in the railway tun- 
nels, &c., and partly by overhead cables.—Q. Are they not carried through the streets? 
—A. Carried over the house tops. 

Q. Well, you have no right to cross the streets, I suppose, with a eable?—A. I 
believe they cannot be prevented from doing that. 

Q. Do they arrange with private owners for permission to carry the cables and 
wires over the buildings?—A. Yes, 
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Mr. Brrcrron.—If I remember well, the testimony of Mr. Willock was that the 
a of Glasgow itself built the conduits on the streets, that is, the city is the owner of 
them. ) 

Mr. CurystEr.—Yes, but there is another company. I am asking about the wires 
of that company, how they get along. 

Mr. Brrorron.—The testimony of Mr. Willock was that these conduits were built 
by the corporation, and the companies, whether it is the municipal or a private com- 
pany, have put their wires through these tunnels. ; 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. I do not think so. Has the National Telephone Company been allowed by the 
municipality of Glasgow to use the conduits which they have laid on the streets ?—A. 
No, not as far as I know. 

Q. The municipal conduits are reserved for the wires of the Glasgow municipal 
system ?—A. Yes. I would say further, there is no general municipal conduit system, 
Each department of the municipality has its own pipes and cables. 

Q. In Glasgow ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What other department of the municipality do you refer to—the electric light- 
ing?—A. Electric lighting, yes, and I imagine the electric tramway system also has 
some underground work. 

Q. There is no common system of conduits for the whole of the municipal depart- 


~ments?—A. No, as far as I have always understood, each department has its own sepa- 


rate plant entirely. 

Q. Has the National Telephone Company in Glasgow any underground cable work 
there?—A. Oh, as I said just now, they have some in the railway tunnels, and then in 
the Glasgow area, the Glasgow telephone area, there are several outside municipalities 
—some municipalities outside Glasgow proper—they give the National vompany under- 
ground privileges, and they have underground cables there. 

Q. What are these armoured cables that you referred to in your evidence the other 
day? What is meant by armoured cables?—A. What is meant by an armoured cable 
is that the lead covering of the cable (in which the insulating material is paper) has 
an additional covering, usually of steel tape, laid on. That is suppused to give a little 
further protection against mechanical injuries. 

Q. And the armoured cable is, I suppose, a suitable equipment if placed in ducts? 
—A. If it is placed in ducts it is not worth while to armour it at all, nor is it usual to 
armour it. 

Q. Well, then, what was your criticism of the placing of armoured cabling in the 
streets of Glasgow?—A. Well, it is not sound telephone engineering work. | 

Q. How is it laid there? I understand it is just put in the street and buried there 


like we put down a gas pipe?—A. Practically in that way, except that they put down 
over the cable a couple of battens of creosoted wood to serve as a protection, or rather 


to serve as a warning that there is really something there, because wood is really no 
protection against a pick. The objections to the practice of burying a cable solid in 
that way—really, it does not matter whether it is armoured or not. It is not worth 


_ while armouring it. As a matter of fact, it is an additional expense. The objections 


against burying a cable solid in that way are, first, that the cable is much more liable 
to be damaged than if it is in a duct, and secondly that it is inflexible, 

Q. You mean inflexible from the point of view of being able to take it out and 
introduce more wires or make connections?—A. Yes, precisely. If you want to do that 
with a cable buried solid it means taking up the whole thing. 

Q. Then, is not all that work required to be done with the approval of the Post- 
master General under the terms of the specification? I suppose that specification 
applies to all licensed companies?—A. Yes, there is a general specification attached to 

Mr. HERBERT L. WEBB. 


912 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 


the license, but it does not go into the details of the manner in which the work shall 
be carried out. It just lays down certain broad requirements. 

Q. It provides that: 

‘All underground cables other than those in subways or tunnels shall be efficiently 
protected by pipes or ducts of approved material, or by such other means as the Post- 
master General may have approved before the cables are laid.’ 

Do you know whether the laying of the cables in that manner in the streets of Glas- 
gow was approved under that clause?—A. I do not know. I do not think that these 
provisions are carried out very stringently. I do not think there is any inspection 
made in detail of these municipal systems by the post office officials. 

Q. Have you any idea of the relative proportion of the cable which is laid in ducts 
in Glasgow by thé municipality and that which is laid in armoured cable ¢@—A. Well, 
according to the statistics, which you have on your minutes, the armoured! cable 1; 
abuut a third of the total. 

Q. And you have no other information?—A. I have none other than the printed 
statistics as to the quantity, no. I would like to call your attention to the fact, since 
you are dealing with armoured cable and as you have this on your minutes, that th's 
agreement of the Postmaster General specifically states that all cables must be. laid .n 
ducts. 

Q. That is, in the new agreement?—A. That is the specification attached to the 
new agreement. That goes to show that the post office engineers do not themselves 
approve of that class of work. ) 

Q. I find in the third schedule included in No. 2789 of Appendix ‘A ’—is that 
what you referred to?—A. Yes. 

Q. This new agreement, which is to take effect, provides that: 

‘ All buried cables shall be efficiently protected by iron pipes or by ducts of glazed 
earthenware laid in concrete or by cement blocks thoroughly matured or by such other 
means as the Postmaster General may approve before the cable is laid.’ 

That is the same hole that we came out of before, apparently. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. This only applies to the National. It does not apply to the municipality itself? 


A. Oh, yes, to all others, that the Postmaster General may take over. AI] municipal 


plants hope to sell out to the post office. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. That will only apply to the National. But, after all, when you look at it, it 
is very little more stringent than other Acts. It does allow the Postmaster General to 
approve of other means?—A. Yes, the last sentence does do that, but the general mean- 
ing of it is pretty specific. 

Q. I suppose something equally efficient?—A. He means to specify ducts, and it is 
the universal practice all over the world to use ducts. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. As a matter of fact, at the present time, the government have supervision over 
all work by the National Company ?—A. According to this agreement they will have 


over all new work. 
Q. Until the line is taken over?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. That only arises from the agreement?—A. The agreement made in February. 


of this year and will continue until the purchase takes place in 1911? Yes. 
Q. Do you know, or can you tell us, the amount of the capitalization of the Na- 


tional Bell Company compared with the number of subscribers, what the cost of its. 


plant is?—A. The National Telephone Company? 
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Q. Yes?—A. I have not got any of its statements with me. In round figures their 
capital stands to-day at £10,000,000. 

Q. How many subscribers have they?—A. In round figures they have about 300,- 
000 stations in the whole country. 

Q. That would work out about what?—A. About £380 each. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. Are you telking of the National?—A. Yes. 

Q. In England?—A. Yes. 

Q. I suppose that is the same company culled the National in Glasgow ?—A. It is 
no’ a Bell Company in any sense of the word. 

Q. You are speaking of the company in England?—A. It is the National Tele- 
phore Company, Limited, which is not connected with any Bell Company. 

Q. Although it is named ‘ National,’ it is a private company ?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Like the Bell Company here?—A. Yes, the National is the name. 

q). And when you say they have about 300,000 stations you mean all over Eng- 
land?—A. All over the United Kingdom. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. With a capital of £10,000,0002—A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell us what their rates are, what their total exchanges amount to per 
annum?—A. The total revenue now is something over £2,000,000. 

Q. And what is that per annum for each subscriber—it is a very high figure ?—A. 
It is an average of a little over £6 a station, I think. 

Q. Yes, it is £6 18s. 4d. on that basis?—A. Yes. 

Q. Does the National Telephone Company operate in Ireland?—A. Yes. 

Q. And it is the only company there?—A. Yes, there is no other system in Ireland. 

Q. Does this agreement extend to Ireland as well?—A. Yes. 

Q. Oh, yes, I see it does. Well, now, I just wanted to ask you about the system of 
France, Mr. Webb. It is a government system ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Entirely ?—A. Entirely. 

Q. It is a monopoly ?—A. Entirely. 

Q. Do you know—I think you said the other day what the prevailing rate was for 
telephones. Is it a flat rate throughout France or is it graduated ?—A. No, it is not a 
flat rate throughout France. It is a flat rate in the large cities and a message rate in 
the small places. ) 

Q. And what is the flat rate in the large cities?—A. The flat rate in Paris is 400 
francs and in Lyons it is 300 francs. 

Q. I am referring to a note here, to a statement that the French government have 
passed a law reducing the rate in Paris from $80 to $60 per annum?—A. They made 
an announcement about four years ago that in 1903 they did propose to reduce the rate, 
but 1903 came and went and they announced then that it was impossible to reduce the 
rate. The rate to-day remains as it always has been. 

Q. Four hundred franes?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is, roughly, $80?—A. $80. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. What system is that, a private company?—A. It is a government monopoly 


throughout France. 
Q. It belongs to the government?—A. Yes, worked by the telegraph administration. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 
Q. With regard to the system adopted in Glasgow in 1900, which you said was not 
up to date at the time, what is the system that you would suggest should have been 


adopted at that time?—A. The common battery system. 
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Q. The same one as has been spoken of as being installed in London?’—A. Yes. 

Q. How long since the common battery system was applied in the exchanges in 
London?—A. There were some exchanges working on the common battery system in 
London at that time. 

Q. In 18992—A. There were also some in other parts of England, and the post 
office system, which began to be built at that time, was also arranged on the common 
battery system. 

Q. Were they common at that date in Canada or the United States—six years ago? 
_-A. In the United States they were becoming general, in Canada I do not know. In 
New York at that time almost the entire system had been rebuilt on the common battery 
system. 

Q. In what year was that rebuilt, when was the common battery system adopted in 
New York?—A. It was started in 1898 and finished in 1901 for about 60,000 stations. 

Q. It was not completed until after the Glasgow system was built?—A. The con- 
yersion of the whole group of exchanges was not, but a number of exchanges had been 
working a couple of years at the time the Glasgow exchange was built. 

Q. Are there many common battery exchanges in England to-day outside London? 
_—A. Not many, no. 

Q. How many do you think?—A. Five or six perhaps. 

Q. I think that is all I have to ask you in that regard. I wanted to ask you your 
opinion with regard to the system of charging for telephone service, as to the relative 
merits of a flat rate and a system such as we have in that first paragraph respecting the 
operations in London. Which would tend to stimulate the use of the telephone? Is 
thero any difference as far as the company is concerned ?—A. In what way do you mean 
any difference between ? 

Q. Between the different rates. Now, I understand the principle that underlies 
the operations in London is that you pay £5, which provides, I suppose, for the sub- 
scriber’s proportion of the cost of construction and maintenance?—A. That is the main- 
tenance rate. 

Q. Then you pay afterwards for the service?—A. Then you pay afterwards for 
each individual message. 

Q. Well, one can see, of course, that it works out, if the subscriber has a large 
number of messages you will take the highest flat rate, giving him the unlimited ser- 
vice?—A. Take the flat rate? 

Q. Yes?—A. I would hardly call it the ‘high’ flat rate. ; 

Q. It is high in comparison with the other. What is it? £14?—A. £17. 

Q. In practice where the choice is offered, do you know whether any large propor- 
tion of the subscribers applied to the government system in London or to the National 
Company at the smaller price per subscriber 2—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. They pay £5 and a penny a message 2—A. The post office officials have announced 
at various times that about 90 per cent of their subscribers are on the message rate. 

Q. And that will include a class of business people, I suppose, and residences ; 
those who are large users?—A. Presumably that will include the smaller users. 

Q. It does not cut the line hke we do it here, the distinction between residences 
and business houses?—A. No, they don’t distinguish the rate between residences and 
business houses at all, except as far as their second rate of £14 is concerned. That 
would presumably apply; a man having a business service at the rate of £17 could have 
a flat rate telephone for £14 at his house. 

Q. He would not be a subseriber at £17 unless he had a business or some occupa- 
tion, at all events, which required a very large use of the telephone?—A. Well, I think 
you will find if you work it out that it does not require a very large use at a penny a 
eall to bring it up to £17. 

Q. What is the difference?—A. The difference is £12 between the £5 maintenance 
rate and the £17 flat rate, and that would give you about 3,000 calls at a penny a call. 
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A good many of your calls would be two pence, so that you could take it on the average _ 
it would give you about 2,000 calls, which is not a large number. ; 

Q. Well, it would seem from experience that 90 per cent of the subscribers prefer 
it ?—A. Oh, well, you see the post office system is an entirely new system, and of course 
they have been sending out canvassers to get subscribers, and they naturally work along 
the line of least resistance, and offer the cheaper rate. 

Q. A question I wanted to ask in connection with that is, in London do the two 
. Systems exchange messages?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. And there is no practical difficulty in doing that where two systems exist?—A. 
There are considerable practical difficulties in a city the size of London. London, as I 
- teld you the other day, covers an area of 640 square miles. You have got in that area 
some 60 odd exchanges of the National Company, and at the present time perhaps 17 
of the post office. Well, it is a matter of very considerable practical difficulty to arrange 
eficient intercommunication between such a large group of exchanges. 

Q. Is there much delay?—A. At times, there is. I think that there is a fair 
amount of delay in that service. 

Q. I suppose it would be better if there was only one system?—A. It would: un- 
doubtedly be better. Of course, the newer system duplicates the other to a certain ex- 
tent. And then, you have the same difficulty of two different administrations, and i+ 
does make it a practical telephone difficulty of very great magnitude to provide local 
trunk lines between such an enormous group of exchanges serving such a large area. 

Q. Well, of course, that is a special difficulty in London. What I was asking 
about had reference rather to the possibility of working two local companies in cne 
town. I suppose the difficulties multiply in such cities in proportion?—A. Yes, the 
practical difficulties. 

Q. But in the towns of moderate size it would not be any more difficult for two 
companies to exchange business than for one company to use two exchanges?—A. Ex- 
cept for those difficulties that always come up when you have two separate administra: 
tions working together. 

Mr. Lewis.—Mr. Chrysler, in that interchange in London, do they talk with each 
other or just exchange messages? 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. They are connected by wire, are they not? Where the subscriber of the National 
Company communicates with the subscriber of the government system in London, 
they are connected directly by wire ?—A. Certainly. 

Q. And converse directly ?—A. Certainly. 


By Mr. Lafleur : 


Q. Mr. Webb, some surprise was expressed by a member of this committee that the 
government should contemplate the acquisition of the National system in 1911, in view 
of the fact that the government does not operate on a commercial basis? Can you give 
us any figures sustaining your statement that they do not operate their system on com- 
mercial lines?—A. Relating to telegraphs and telephones? 

Q. Yes?—A. Yes. I think I have a return here that shows that very succinctly 
regarding the post office telegraphs, and I think it does make it rather surprising that 
the post office would want to take over the whole telephone business of the country as 
well. In 1870 the idea was that the whole telegraph system of the country would cost 
about £5,000,000 sterling, and when later they came to make up the total capital account 
they found it had cost over £10,000,000 sterling. They closed the capital account in 
1876, I think it was. They hoped to pay interest on the capital and to establish a sink- 
ing fund to extinguish the capital created for the purchase of the telegraph. After the 
first two years of government working they failed to meet the interest out of the pro- 
ceeds, and since 1884 there has been a deficit on the actual working expenses almost 
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every year, with the exception of two or three years in the middle, where there was a 
small excess of receipts over expenditures. This return, which I will hand in, is dated 
February 12,.1904. (Exhibit No. 176.) It shows the state telegraph accounts up to 
March 31, 1903. It is the annual return; but I have been unable to get the copy for 
this year I do not know whether the story is getting so horrible that they don’t like 
to repeat it—but it shows that up to March 31, 1903, they had accumulated a total de- 
ficit to meet interest and working expenses of £10,831,000 on the working of the tele- 
graphs and telephones. That is the record of thirty-three years of state control of the 
telegraph. And, as bearing on the fact that the telephone business does not yield a 
profit either, you will see that the deficiency each year increased during the period for 
which they have controlled the trunk telephone lines. 

Q. Now, Mr. Webb, I want to ask you one question about the Glasgow situation ? 
I understood you to say that the National Company had been obstructed by the muni- 
cipality. That is to say, they were refused permission to go in the streets. Did that 
obstruction exist before the installation of the municipal telephones, and did it have 
anything to do with the service of the National Company, which I understand was com- 
plained of at times?—A. Oh, yes, it existed for a long time before. The record is full 
of it. The record of the inquiry of 1897 makes repeated references to the obstruction 
by the municipality. Finally, they point blank refused, after negotiations lasting seve- 
ral years, they point blank refused the application of the company to lay underground 
works, and that refusal, and the obstruction of the corporation, and the evidence of 
that and their general attitude towards their streets, were very severly commented upon 
by the sheriff in his reports. The report is part of the exhibits of the committee, 
and can be referred to. That attitude of the corporation of Glasgow undoubtedly in- 
ereased the discontent with the telephone service furnished by the National Company 
in Glasgow, because as long as there was any hope of getting underground work and 
rebuilding their system upon proper and sound lines, they kept the old system going, 
and afterwards did not rebuild until they had given up hope of doing it the right way 
by means of an underground system; then they obtained leave for underground work 
from the railways. They go through their tunnels, and in the other municipalities in 
the area, which do not take the same attitude as the corporation of Glasgow takes, and 
in Glasgow proper they rebuilt by means of overhead cables, which of course has been 
largely improved of late years. It has been asked why the company did not rebuild 
with overhead cables in 1897 or 1898. At that time it would have been an extreme thing 
to do. Of course, the telephone cables had not been developed at this time to the point 
where it was practicable to build a large system in a city with overhead cables. There 
is no question that the attitude of the corporation of Glasgow largely determined the 
unsatisfactory telephone system that existed fo. a number of years. 

Q. Before Glasgow had municipal telephones ¢—A. Before they established their 
own system. There is just one other point. The figures relating to the two systems of 
Glasgow have been quoted variously here, and I have got the official figures up to May 
15, 1905. At that time the corporation system had 12,364 stations. It had been 
variously given as 13,000, and I think by Mr. Willock even up to 14,000. But af 35 
12,364, and the National system is 21,412. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Where do you take these figures from?—A. These are from a report from Glas- 
gow, which I received since I came to Canada. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Their annual statement should be out now.—A. Their annual statement is 
made up on 31st May. Their financial year ends then, but the statement is not usually 
published until some time in August. 
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Q. I believe you said you had experience in using the telephone in Norway and 
France and Germany and other continental countries. How does their service in these 
countries compare with that in England by the National ’—A. In some parts it is better 
and in some parts it is not so good. Of course, I have never been on the continent a 
large user of the service. You can readily understand that a traveller does not have 
much opportunity to use the telephone service. 

Q. You were there to inspect them ?—A. I have generally seen the thing from the 
irside, rather than the point of view of the subscriber. Wherever I could, I made test 
calls. Of course, when I am on the continent I would not use the telephone much 
owing to the difficulties of language and then I would have really nobody to eall. 

Q. You have been inspecting them to look into the working of the different tele- 
phone services?—A. Yes. 

Q@. Now, how would the National in England compare with the German system in 
the service rendered to the public.—A. With regard to the German system it compares 
very favourably indeed. The German method of working a telephone service is rather 
cumbersome. They work it in a very peculiar way there. They make you work your 
own way through. I mean, in a city with a number of exchanges that after you call 
the exchange to which you are connected primarily, then you ask for the exchange with 
which the subscriber you want is connected. When you get the second operator you 
have to tell her the number of the subscriber you want, and so forth, and that is a more 
cumbersome way than the usual way, which is to get the first operator’to call the sub- 
ecriber to whom you want to speak. 

Q. You have had experience in the United States and Canada with telephones ? 
—A. In the United States, yes, a good deal in the cities. 

Q. Well, how does the long distance telephone in England compare with that in 
the United States?—A. I think I said the other day that the service in the United 
States was very much superior. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Europe is behind in telephony ?—A. Broadly speaking, very much. 

Q. Is that not due, however, to the cheapness of the telegraph?—A. I do not 
think so. 

Q. As regards Germany and France?—A. I do not think so. I do not think stat- 
istics for telegraph service show that the use per capita of the telegraph is as high there 
as it is in the United States. It is higher in England. I think it is about double in 
England what it is in the United States, but I do not think it is in the rest of Europe. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. What is your opinion as to the reason of the telephone being so far behind in 
England in comparison with the United States?—A. Well, broadly speaking the fun- 
damental reason is government monopoly. In Europe generally the telegraph is a 
government monopoly, and when the telephone came in it was looked upon as a sort of 
natural appendage of the telegraph. 

Q. Yes, but we are speaking of England more particularly. Let us have England. 
I do not think there is auy worse place than England for a telephone system?—A. I 
am sorry you have had that experience. 

Q. That has been my experience?—A. Well, you can trace it to the same fun- 


-damental cause. 


. They have a monopoly there?—A. Yes, the government monopoly there has 
imposed artificial restrictions on the development of the business. 

Q. What do you mean by government monopoly ?—They have not had a monopoly 
in regard to building telephone lines ?—A. They established a rigid monopoly in the 
business. No one can establish a telephone system without a license from the Post- 
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master General, and the Postmaster General will only issue a license for a limited 
period. He charges an annual royalty of 10 per cent of the gross receipts which is a 
tax on the telephone user. To my mind, the whole point is the limited license. No 
company with a limited license can properly develop a business which requires a con- 
tinuous expenditure of new capital like the telephone business does. In England no 
company can develop the business because of the restraints upon it, nor even keep pace 
with the demands of the public, to a large extent it cannot meet the demand. They 
have had absolutely for a number of years past to sit on the business and restrict it. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Is there any particular object in doing that?—A. The object is that they can- 
not find the money. You cannot raise money to carry on a business that is going to 
expire—the right to do the business is going to expire in seven or eight years and 
exists on totally uncertain conditions. 

Q. Then, so far as the companies are concerned, was there any object in adopting 
these restrictions by the government?—A. You, mean, object in limiting the licenses? 

Q. Yes?—A. I cannot tell you what the object was, only the government adopted 
these methods, that is all. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I understand that a government inquiry was caused by the poor service of the 
National Company ?—A. Which inquiry do you mean? 

Q. I have reference to the inquiry as to the government taking over the system, 
and which A. There have been so many inquiries. There was one in 1895, a Par- 
liamentary Select Committee. I think the reference was broadly to inquire into the 
conduct of the telephone service and its development, and so forth. That committee 
never reported. It was presided over by Mr. Arnold Morley, Postmaster General at 
the time, and the government went out before the committee had time to report. Then 
there was the Glasgow inquiry of 1897, and it was practically provoked by the attitude 
of the corporation towards the telephone business; and then Mr. Hanbury’s committee 
of 1898, which instituted this policy of government competition, and municipal com- 
petition. 


Witness discharged. 
Committee adjourned till 3 o’clock. 


Wednesday, May 31st, 3 o’clock p.m. 
The Committee met, Mr. Zimmerman in the Chair. 


Mr. HERBERT LAws WEBB recalled and further cross-examined. 
By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. You referred, I believe, to the fact that the telephone business in England had 
been run at a loss, Mr. Webb?—-A. The government branch of it. 

Q. The government branch of it. That loss amounted to how much, according to 
the last report of the Postmaster General?—A. The Postmaster General’s report sum-. 
marises the telegraph and the telephone business together. The telephone business is 
run by the Telegraph Branch and the figures are not separated in the summary. This 
is the 50th report of the Postmaster General. It is the last that is issued, and it deals 
with the year ending March 31st, 1904. Although the financial year finishes March 
31st, this annual report is usually not in the hands of the public until about August, 
so that the report for the current year is not yet out. This is the latest report available. 
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Exhibit No. 177. 


EXCERPT FROM THE FIFTIETH REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, 1904. 


TELEPHONES. 


On the 31st March last the number of post office trunk wire centres was 396, un 
increase of 41 in the year. The total number of trunk circuits in use was 1,418, as 
compared with 1,309 in the preceding year. The number of new circuits opened for 
traffic during the year was therefore 109. The total length of the trunk circuits in use 
was 51,400 miles, containing about 102,800 miles of wire. The capital expenditure un 
the purchase and development of the trunk wire system up to the 31st March last was 
2,200,024/., including an expenditure during the year of 108,607]. The Telegraph 
(Money) Act of this session authorised the raising of a further sum of 3,000,0001. ca 
the development of the telephone system of the country. Of this sum about 1,300,0001. 
will be required for the extension of the trunk wire system, and about 1,700,0001. for 
tee development of the exchange system in London and the provinces. 

The total number of trunk line conversations during the year was 13,467,975. The 
corresponding number for the preceding year was 11,574,229; and the increase in the 
ycar was thus 1,893,746, which is at the rate of 16°38 per cent. The gross revenue from 
this service was 325,525l., as compared with 274,8351., the increase being at the rate of 
13°4 per cent. The average value of each conversation was 5'8d. Seven years ago the 
everage value was 5'02d. This increase corresponds with a greater use of the trunk 
lines between more distant towns. 

Telephoniec communication between London and Brussels was established on the 
8th June, 1903, and the service was extended to certain provincial centres in England 
and Belgium on the ist October, 1903. The charge is 8s. for a conversation of three 
minutes. Two telephone circuits have been provided between London and Brussels, and 
are working in a satisfactory manner. : 

The extension of the Anglo-French telephone service to the principal provincial 
towns in England and France, which had been arranged for in the year under review, 
was carried out on the 11th April, 1904. The service is limited solely by the electrical 
conditions, and it will be extended as they: are improved. 

An arrangement has been made whereby conversations over the Anglo-French and 
Anglo-Belgian circuits can be obtained between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. for 
double periods of six minutes at the same rates as for conversations of three minutes 
during the day, by callers who contract for one or more calls each night for a period 
of at least one month. 

Experiments have been conducted during the year with a view to the establish- 
ment of telephonic communication between London and Holland. The results were 
such as to show that it is not at present practicable to construct a cable at reasonable 
cost which will enable direct telephonic communication to be established and main- 
tained satisfactorily. 

Post Office exchanges in connection with the trunk line system were opened during 
the year at the following places :— 


Aberstwyth. Brigg. Hatch End. 
Ammanford. Castleton. Hayes. 
Antrim. Clutton. Hillingdon. 
Atherstone. Cranleigh. Horley. 
Auchtermuchty. Daventry. Innellan. 
Ballymena. Easington. Kells (Antrim). 
Barnard Castle. Ebchester. Kenfig Hill. 
Beaufort. Farndon. Kingskettle. 
Blaengwynfi. Frinton-on-Sea. Llandilo. 
Bognor. Garnant. Llanidloes. 
Bourne. Halstead. ¢ Machynlleth. 
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Memsie. Pontyclun. Strichen. 
Montgomery. Richmond (Yorkshire). Torksey. 

Mostyn. Rickmansworth. Treorchy. 

New Pitsligo. ; Ross (Hereford). Upper Brynamman. 
Newtown (Mont.) Royston. ’ Walton-on-the-Naze. 
Northwood. Sandbach. Waunllwyd. 
Pentewan. Scunthorpe. Welshpool. 
Peterston-super-Ely. Seaton Sluice. Wooler. 

Pinner. Sible Hedingham. Yiewsley. 
Ponteland. St. Athan. Ynysybwil. 


At nearly all of these places there was previously no telephone service. Numerous 
other exchanges are in course of construction. 

The telephone trunk system was also extended, under guarantees given by the 
National Telephone Company, to Naas and West Kilbride. 

The sum received as rentals of post office provincial telephone exchange circuits 
and of private wires was 206,786/., as compared with 194,429/. for the previous year. 

The total number of subscribers to the post office provincial telephone exchanges 


on the 31st March was 5,253; and the number of telephones rented increased in the. 


year from 5,218 to 6,874. 

The experiment has been trici of cs:ablishing a telephone call office system ia 
rural districts with the aid of the public telegraph circuits, with a view to ascertain 
what demand there is for telephonic facilitics between market towns and the surround: 
ing villages. The places selected for the exneriment were Oakham in England, Fraser- 
burgh in Scotland, and Cavar in ireland; but the system has been little used by the 
public up to the present, and the rece'pts have not covered the cost cf attendance and 
maintenance. 

The number of tel-phones in connection with the post office London telephone sys- 
tem increased during tiie year from 9,122 10 15,632; and the additional subseribers are 
kcing connected at thé rate of from 100 to 200 a week. Three new exchanges have 
been opened during the ycar. 

The following table shows the number of subscribers’ telephones working on the 
31st March :— 


Subscribers’ 
' Telephones Working. 
Name of Exchange, Date of Opening. 
On March | On March 
31, 1904. 31, 1903. 
Cenitral. Sees. dc tuei ls ghee acess 1086 March; 10007 ce ceeding Sage ciy ce 10,541 7,054 
Cis Witla is ao sae Be ER eke OAC J) GE, OOS lee eee ince CRE eee 208 
Oroyaone co Sik cess a Sete eee ees OOLD ST ATIIATY) MOOS Meee tye ree pee ‘62 
laren ere tire. gn 2 TE ets 20th May;i1902:rueei ia te. See 339 233 
NAVINI ss xd easay oe eee ee 4ie0th October. 19087 se, «8 coi tee eae 1,057 
UT OU) ae eee te eee Re ine Pe ieee 20th May, 1902........ Tah cae eee ote 382 240 
RACH MON. «2.5/5. 5s ore tote < a ene ere s..\7th November, 1902+ .e 28. os. 289 163 
PY ROLOTIA Sows sos 5:6 bos ia 3 oe ea 12th August, 1902... xs... scat Ae 1,169 618 
SUC TS) ¢ «onan aC (eS ae ee a Sth Aucush, OOee e nna eae 1,330 651 
VER OLECLON 2c a a) a hid cite OR Mn eeeerers ee Gth August, LOOZCI secs cca: ivr 255 163 
ULGGR AP rear, Aocuaee e ate a cece a 15,632 9,122 


The accommodation at the central exchange will be nearly exhausted in the course 
of the financial year 1904-5; and the construction of a second exchange with a maximum 
capacity of 18,000 lines is in progress. 

. The trunk wire exchange in London was transferred in February last from the 
central telegraph office to the general post office (south), where the central exchange is 
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situated. An entirely new switchboard was designed for the trunk wire exchange; and 
the working of the trunk system has been materially improved by the modifications 
introduced. 

The length of the undergryound pipes which had been laid in the London area on the 
31st March last was 1,146 miles, and cables containing 125,717 miles of wire have been 
provided, including 32,248 miles provided for the use of the National Telephone Com- 
pany on rental terms pending the transfer of the company’s system to the post office. 
The lines of the present subscribers and the junction lines between exchanges have 
absorbed 43,335 miles; and 50,134 miles of wire remained available for the further 
development of the London service. 

On an average each circuit directly connected with an exchange has involved the 
provision of 14 miles of double wire, if allowance be made for the junction lines between 
exchanges. This is an increase on the average length given in my predecessor’s report 
(1°35 miles), the greater length being due to the greater average distance of subscribers’ 
premises from exchanges, as well as to the increasing number of junction lines required 
for calls between subscribers of different exchanges. Owing to the great extent of the 
London exchange area, and the number of jts local exchanges, the proportion of june- 
tion lines required is probably greater than in any other local exchange system in the 
world; and this fact will always make the cost of the service comparatively high. The 
average cost of construction has increased since the last report from 181. 11s. 4d. per 
mile of double wire to 18/. 16s. 10d. Including the cost of installation of telephone 
instruments and of exchange apparatus, the total cost of each subscriber’s line has 
increased from 381. 6s. 8d. to 411, 9s. 8d. This does not include the cost of the spare 
wires which are necessary for the maintenance of an exchange system in an efficient 
state, or of the ducts, cables and exchange plant intended to provide for the future 
development of the system and not yet brought into use. 

An account of the receipts and expenditure relating to the London service for the 
year ending 31st March, 1904, is printed in Appendix O, on page 91. It shows a balance 
of 33,5151, available for meeting the charge for interest on capital and for making pro- 
vision for depreciation of plant. The capital expenditure to the 31st March last was 
1,514,3001. It must, however, be remembered that a large part of the plant which has 
been constructed, has not yet been brought into use, and is earning no revenue. This 


must happen in all cases where large underground systems are provided to meet future 


requirements; and the great extent of the London system makes it more noticeable in 
London than elsewhere. The proportion of revenue available, after paying working 
expenses, for the payment of interest on capital and as a sinking fund ought, however, 
to increase each year. 

I have not granted any licenses during the year for the establishment of municipal 
exchange systems; but exchanges have been opened by the corporations of Brighton 
and Swansea in virtue of licenses previously granted, and considerable extensions have 
been made in the exchange systems of the corporations of Glasgow and Portsmouth. 

The amount of royalty received during the year from the National Telephone Com- 
pany was 169,853/, and the amount from other licensees was 6,206. 


ERBERT L. WEBB. 


922 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1905 
TELEPHONE TRUNK LINES. 
STATEMENT showing the Number of Circuits, Miles of Wire, and Calls, together with 


the Capital Expenditure and the Revenue in each Year since the Trunk Lines of 
the National Telephone Company were acquired by the State. 


ee ee s | ch | & z : : : 
6) is = 5 x fia o = oe a 

Pal pel ac £ £ 

1897-98... 877 | 73 | 85,721 | 7,866 | 1,185,518 | 137,611 | 5,888,247 | 643,416 | 134,066 | 30,710 
1898-99.... | 953 | 76 | 63,109 | 7,888 [1,327,297 | 141,779 J 7,066,609 | 1,178,362 1 168,614 | 4,548 
1899-1900. .}1,029 | 76 | 69,713 | 6,604 } 1,500,610 | 173,313 | 8,091,631 , 1,025,022 f 193,071 ) 24,457 
1900-01... 1,116 | 87) 76,881 | 7,118 }1,652,780 , 152,170 | 8,980,733 | $80,102 | 214,545 | 21,474 
1901-02... 1,165 | 49 4 83,302 | 6,471 11,866,431 | 213,651 | 10,080,716 | 1,099,983 7 240,656 | 26,111 


1902-05302. 1,309 |144 § 93,473 | 10,171 | 2,091,417 | 224,986 111,574,229 | 1,493,513 | 274,835 | 34,179 


1 ion 8 See 1,418 |109 9102,799 9,326 f 2,200,024 | 108,607 4 13,467,975 | 1,893,746 ] 325,525 | 50,690 


SraremMEeNT showing the NumBer of Conrracts, Mites of Wire and INSTRUMENTS, and 
the RENTALS in each of the last Ten Years. 


Year. Laie Increase. aes Increase, aaa Set a Rentals.* | Increase. 
1894-95....f 3,709 | Inc. 4 | 23,209 106 | 10,341 107 140,088 | “319 
1895-96....f 3,831 122 | 21,581 | Dec. 1,628 | 10,385 44 $134,312 | Dec. 5,776 
1896-97....f/ 3,821 | Dec. 10 | 22,380 | Inc. 799 | 10,401 16 135,379 | Inc. 1,067 
1897-98....§ 3,913 | Inc. 92 } 27,114 4,734 | 10,825 424 +130,109 | Dec. 5,270 
1898-99....f| 4,038 125 | 30,198 3,084 | 11,396 571 142,602 | Ine. 12,493 
1899-1900..f 4,152 114 | 32,096 1,898 | 12,020 624 148, 250 5,648 j 
1900-01... 4,541 389 | 34,356 2,260 | 13,037 | 1,017 $155,694 7,444 i 
1901-02....f 6,151 1,616 | 41,207 6,851 J 15,482 | 2,395 182,143 26,449 
1902-03....J| = 7,383 1,232 | 43,953 2,746 | 17,645 | 2,218 194,429 12,286 
1903-04....f/ 8,584 1,201 | 49,210 5,257 | 20,377 | 2,732 206,786 12,357 


* These amounts include rentals for certain lines leased to Cable Companies. 

+ The decrease is due to certain lines leased by Cable Companies having been given up, and to the 
receipts for Telephone Trunk Lines being no longer brought to account as rental. 

t The rates for Private Wires and Telephone Exchange Wires were reduced in 1897 and existing 
rentals were reduced accordingly. 

§ The rates for Exchange Wires were reduced in 1900, and Subscribers were given the option of renting 
their circuits at Inclusive or Toll Rates. 
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RECEIPTS. | r EXPENDITURE. 
Subscribers’ Rentals— | Maintenance of systenin wiles eeetenne £ 26,216 
Proportion of subscriptions paid in | Salaries, wages, &c. of staff, including 
1902-3 but proper to 1903-4.......... £ 31,934 || provision for pensions of established 
Paid in the year 1903-4 ; stadt 24 ie Cait atcoe ae See ea 22,495 
At flat rates... 1.5.22. £ 20,645 Rent, rates, fuel and light, including 
At toll rates..... PME cpuce eee estimated revtal value of premises 
— already belonging to the Department 6,546 
100,340 | Miscellaneous expenses (stationery, 
Less proportion proper to trawellings O00, 2y.k oa ly unt eee 2,050 
1904-5 Pe he lt RR cM 53,522 | Balance available towards meeting de- 
— 46,818 preciation, interest, &c. (vide notes). 33,515 
Message fees, in addition to fixed mini- 
mum of £1 10s. per subscriber ......-. 5, 1AG 
Call office fees. . 1,580 
Rentals of wires leased to National Tele- 
DUBBO OG. .4./0 kein onan see ahe eee 3,182 
Miscellaneous receipts ..........206+ oe: 421 
Value of services rendered to Government 
Departments without payment . ..... 1,820 


£ 90,822 £ 90,822 


Notres—1. The estimated amount required to provide for depreciation of plant, inclusive of spare 
wires, is £39,921, and interest at 3 per cent. on the capital expenditure of £1,514,300 is £45,429, making 
together £85, 350. 


2. ‘Terminable annuities have been created, payable from the vote for the Telegraph Service, to pro 
vide for the repayment, with interest at 3 per cent. of capital raised for telephone purposes under the Tele- 
graph Act of 189%. The proportions proper to the London Telephone Service of the annuity payments 
already made are as follows: Payment on April 1, 1901, £24,406 2s. 6d.; payment on April 1, 1902, 
£57,772 14s.; payment on April 1, 1903, £95,001 15s. 2d. 


3. The annuities provide for the repayment of the capital in 12-15 years, while the estimated life of 
the plant averages 36 years. The annuity required for interest and sinking fund on a capital expenditure 
of £1,514,300, repayable in 30 years with interest at 3 per cent., would be £77,259. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. The telephone account is under the Postal Department?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you extract the balance?—-A. The expenses are not given separately. The 
telegraph branch as a whole, including the telephone, had for this year a revenue of 
£3,736,115, and an expenditure of £4,719,796, making a net deficit af £983,681. 

Q. That is for the year?—A. That is for the year. 

Q. Then the telegraph and telephone departments have a deficit?—A. That is the 
whole thing, £983,000, and there is this further note:—‘If allowance be made for’ 
interest on capital £10,867,644—created for the purchase of the telegraphs, the tele- 
graph deficit on the year is raised to £1,282,560.’ 

Q. That is if they paid interest on the capital?—A. As a matter of fact, the interest 
on the capital, as shown by the return which I handed in this morning, has not been 
met by the receipts from the service since 1872, since the secund year of government 
operation. 

Q. Is it possible to extract from that report any figures which would lead you to a 
conclusion as to the result of the year’s operation of the telephone systems?—A. Of 
the telephone proper ? 

Q. The telephone proper?—A. Only in this indirect way, and I should like to cor- 
rect a figure that I gave the other day from memory. The report does give a table for 
telephone trunk wires, that is, the long-distance system, and it shows there that the 
total capital expenditure up to 1903-4 was £2,200,024, and the total revenue for the year 
was £325,525. That is a gross revenue of 14’8 per cent on the capital. 
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Q. Yes?—A. I stated from memory the other day that it was about 11 per cent. 
I found that I was referring to the previous year. 

Q. The trunk lines had been built in what year, Mr. Webb?—A. 1896. 

Q. What was the result of the telephone account for the year preceding that ?—A. 
That will be shown by the statement I handed in this morning if it is available— 
(Exhibit No. 176),—and which gives the results each year since the acquisition of the 
telegraphs by the government. 

Q. Will you give me, from the report, the result of the year preceding the acquisi- 
tion of the trunk telephone lines by the government?—A. In 1895 the deficiency was 
£144,637. 

Q. The deficiency of the ¢—A. Of the telegraph branch. 

Q. Of the telegraph, yes. Now, the next year have you got that and subsequent 
years’—A. Yes, it goes up and down. The next year the deficiency dropped from 
£141,000 to £40,547. 

Q. It dropped £100,000?—A. Then the following year it goes up to £144,456; in 
1898, £307,118; in 1899, £221,869; in 1900, £288,591; in 1901, £337,641; in 1902, £651,- 
880; in 1903, £601,711. The year 1904 I have just given you, so you see there is a steady 
increase in the deficiency. 

Q. There is a steady increase in the deficiency. Was there an increase in the 
deficiency in the telegraph branch prior to the acquisition of the long-distance trunk 
line?—A. Well, sir, it varies. The first year in which there was an actual deficiency 
of revenue to meet working expenses was in 1884. The government management of 
the telegraphs began in 1870. Up to 1884, which is a period of 14 years, they had met 
expenses, although in the second year they had failed to meet interest on the capital. 
In 1884 they began with a deficiency of actual revenue over expenditure. 

Q. That was the year of the six-penny rate, was it not?—A. I think it was. The 
' deficiency that year was £19,697. The next year it was £36,350, then £45,137, then £145,- 
472, then it dropped to £6,088. Then there are two or three years in which they met 
expenses and had a small surplus. 

Q. Then it would not be possible for you, by a consideration of the figures before 
and after the acquisition by the government of the trunk telephone lines, to determin# 
whether the increase in the deficit was attributable to the telephones or else to de- 
creased revenue?’—A. No, not solely, there are so many factors that come in. Of course 
there was a decrease of the telegraph rate from a shilling to sixpence for twelve words 
That had an effect for the time. Then you have got to take into account that since 
1876, I think it is, they have had no capital account. They have closed the capital 
accpunt and all extensions have been paid for without interest as it were. They have 
been provided by the Treasury without any interest and those are added into the cur- 
rent expenditures of the year. There is a table in this report, which I will hand in as 
an exhibit, which shows the distribution of the expenditure among operating expenses 
and maintenance and extension. 

Q. Were you familiar with the telephonic conditions in England at the time of the 
acquisition by the government of the trunk lines?—A. Generally speaking, yes. I was 
rot living in England at the time, but I made a number of visits there to inquire into 
telephonic conditions. 

Q. You were then in the telephone business ?—A. I was in the telephone business 
in New York. y 

Q. And have you watched the system ever since, under government control ?—A. 
Broadly speaking, yes. I have visited England at intervals in the ten years and have 
lived there the last three years. 

Q. Have you been kept so closely in touch with the conditions under which the 
long-distance lines have been operated by the government as to be enabled to form an 
opin‘on as to whether they are operated profitably or not?—A. As to whether they are 
operated profitably, one can really only judge by these published accounts. 
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Q. And the published accounts give you no accurate information upon the sub- 
ject?—A. Except in this way. This table shows the percentage of gross revenue to 
‘capital expended to be less than 15. That is, the gross revenue is less than 15 per cent 
of the capital expenditure on the trunk line service. 

Q. There is some information given by the Postmaster General in presenting that 
report is there not?—A. There is a brief commentary on it in the beginning of the 
report. 

The WitTNEss.—The only way in which you can judge of the profitableness or other- 
wise of the long-distance business in England is by comparing the gross revenue with 
the capital cost of the system, and that percentage of gross revenue is insufficient for 
commerical purposes. 

Q. Do you think that the long-distance lines, the trunk lines, in England, if 
operated or controlled by the government, could be more successfully operated if 
separated from the telegraph?—A. I think the whole telephone business could be more 
successfully operated if it were entirely separated. 

Q. Even though the trunk lines were still under government control?—A. Even so. 

Q. Have you studied the working of the telephone system, in connection with the 
telegraph system, there?—A. Well, one must do so for the reason that the two are 
indissolubly bound up together, they are worked by one department. 

Q. Would you consider that would be the inevitable result of the acquisition by 
the government of the eontrol of trunk lines in Canada? For instance, that it must 
be bound up with the telegraph, and that the acquisition of the telegraph would follow 
as a natural consequence?—-A. I am sure you will find that it is so in other countries 
where the telephones are taken over by the government; they become part of the Tele- 
graph Branch and they undoubtedly suffer from that very thing. 

Q. Then would you agree to this proposition which is contained on page 16 of Mr. 


Gagger’s evidence: ‘I do not believe the purchase of long-distance telephone lines is 2 ° 


practicab'e proposition unless the telegraph system is acquired at the same time, as 
the telegraph companies would undoubtedly enter the telephone business in competi- 
tion with the government’?—A. Well, sir, I have not studied the Canadian conditions 
very much, but broadly speaking I should ae it would be difficult to take one thing 
and leave the other. 

Q. You think then that if there was such a thing as government ownership of 
trunk lines, that that should be associated with government ownership of telegraphs, 
as in England.—A. I think the difficulty would be this: I think it would be difficult for 
the government to own either branch of the business without constituting for itself a 
monopoly that would cover the whole business. Otherwise, if you leave the field open 
for competition you will surely have it, and a government department cannot stand 
competition. 

Q. I think your evidence was to the effect that you would beat any ere Tey 
you would undertake to beat any government monopoly of telepLones or telegraphs.—A. 
On fairly equal terms, yes. 

Q. On fairly equal terms. You say you are not familiar with the local conditions 
existing in Canada?—A. No, sir, I confess that I am not. 

Q. Does the sparsely settled nature of the country, and the long distances between 
large settlements, have any weight in your mind with regard to the comparison of con- 
ditions in Canada and in England?—A. I think that creates a very broad difference 
in conditions, yes. I do not think that the two countries are on all fours at all for that 
very reason. 

Q. For the reason that there are greater distances between thickly settled com- 
munities?—A. Exactly. 

Q. In England they are all together—A. Yes, England is a very closely populated 
country. 

Q. It requires a shorter distance of trunk line to bring together very large areas 
of population?—A. Precisely, and you will find a statement bearing on that point in 
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the Postmaster General’s report. He states that the average rate paid for long dis- 
tance messages is a trifle over 5 pence, a trifle over 10 cents, which shows that the vast 
majority of trunk messages, of long-distance messages, are extremely short-distance 
messages really. The minimum charge is 3 pence, 6 cents, and the average rate per 
message——it is stated there and I forget the exact figure——is under six pence. It 
is 5 pence point something which shows clearly that the average message must be really 
a short distance message, what would be called in this country a toll message. 

Q. Would there be any difficulties according to your theory, failing the acquisition 
of the long distance lines, in a compulsory connection being imposed between the long 
distance and the local and independent companies? If so what would those difficulties 
be?—A. Well, the principal practical difficulties relate to the difference in equipment 
and the difference in management of the various systems. 

Q. Yes. I think the previous witness, who was under examination concurrently, 
stated that it would be impossible to fix a standard for that connection.—A. Yes, I 


Should say, practically it would be impossible to fix a uniform standard that should 


apply to everybody. 

Q. How long have you been familiar with the telephone conditions in England, 
Mr. Webb?—A. Well, in an intimate way I should say since 1894. 

Q. That is in a professional manner?—A. Of course, I have been in telegraph 
work practically since I have done any work at all, and have been familiar with th» 
general conditions and have been on familiar terms with the post office officials all my 
life. But I have only actually taken up a close study of the telephone business gener- 
ally in England since 1894. 

Q. Since 1894 and during that time you have studied it minutely, have you?—A. 
I have followed it at first hand on a number of different occasions and have followen' 
the history of the subject in all the official reports and other literature. 

Q. You have studied it from both points of view, have you, from the public owner- 
ship point of view?—A. Yes, sir, I have. Studying the matter as I have done in all 
the different countries of Europe, I have formed conclusions as an onlooker, as a mem- 
ber of the public, as apart from the technical men. 

(. Your association with the telephone has also been of a practical nature?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. Have you been largely associated with corporations in connection with expert 
telephony ?—A. Meaning with companies ? } 

Q. Yes?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Before you formed the views which you have expressed to the committee were 
you associated with any corporation or interested in a telephone business?—A. My 
work has practically been entirely with companies. 

Q. Now, with regard to the conditions in Great Britain. We will take Glasgow 
first. Where were the switchboards in Glasgow manufactured?—A. The majority of 
them, to the best of my knowledge, were manufactured in England. 

Q. That would be in Cheshire, I suppose; some company in Cheshire?—A. I think 
the company is now known as the British Insulated and Helsby Cable Ltd.? 

Q. Yes?—A. Some of the later switchboards I believe have been manufactured in 
Norway. 

Q. Are you aware, I do not know that this point has been covered; how much of 
the underground cable work the National Telephone Company has in Glasgow?—A. 
No sir, I am not. I have no statistics on that point. 

Q. You do not know the relative amount of the underground work of the National 
Company and of the municipal telephone system?—A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know that the municipal system comprises more underground work 
than any other two, outside of Glasgow ?—A. I believe that is not true. I believe there 
are several other systems, among them Liverpool, and one or two other places in Eng- 
land which have larger underground systems than that of the Glasgow Telephone Cor- 
poration Department. The statement your refer to, was made and it was formally con- 
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tradicted by engineers of the National Telephone Company in open discussion at the 
Institution of Electric Engineers. 

Q. The Glasgow corporation has recently made a recommendation with regard to 
the superseding of the call wire system by automatic calling?—A. They embodied that 
recommendation in their report a year ago, their report for the year ending May 31, 
1904. 

Q. You are also aware of the action of the Coventry Council committee on tele- 
phones with regard to the present high rates of the National Telephone Company ?—A. 
No, I cannot say that I am. 

Q. Well, I will read you the article which appears in the Hlectrical Engineer of 
February 2 this year : ‘The following report was submitted by the General Purposes 
Committee of the City Council on Tuesday: “ Having considered a letter from the 
Coventry Chamber of Commerce with reference to the present high charges of the 
Naticaal Telephone Company to their subscribers, the establishment of a municipal 
telephone exchange, aiid the undesirability of the government purchasing the under- 
taking of the National Telephone Company on terms which would prevent a lowering 
of the rates now charged by that company, the committee resolved that it was undesir- 
able that the government should purchase the undertaking of the National Telephone 
Company .n such terms as would prevent a lowering of the telephone rates now 
charged by that company to its subscribers.”’ That would be in accord with your 
view ?—A. I think there have been several of such resolutions passed by chambers of 

‘ecommerce and trade and such bodies in England, opposing this agreement which has 
been made between the Postmaster General and the National Telephone Company. 

.. And opposing the acquisition ?—A. Opposing the acquisition of the telephones 
by the state. 

Q. Upon what grounds?—A. I think usually the ground taken is that expressed in 
the extract you have just read. The idea is that if the telephone system of the country 
is purchased at its fair value the present rates will be preserved, and in some quarters 
those rates are considered high. 

Q. You think, then, that the acquisition by the government of the trunk lines, 
or their control of the trunk lines, would not result in any material lowering of the 
rates?—A. This refers to the acquisition of the local systems. The trunk lines they 
already have. 

Q. I am speaking now in regard to Canada in analogy to this?—A. Oh, I see. It 
is difficult, of course, to answer that question. The rates under government adminis- 
trations are not, as a rule, made with regard to commercial considerations. They are 
fixed, as a general rule, without any analysis of the working cost, without regard really 
to the cost of working the service, and, speaking broadly, there is very little relation | 
between government rates for telegraph or telephone service and the real cost of fur- 
nishing the service. It is perfectly clear as regards Great Britain, by these figures, 
what has been the result of the working of the post office telegraphs and telephones. 

Q. From the observations that you have made, and from the experience that you 
have had, would you state concisely the objections that you see to interference by the 
government in the actual operation of telephone systems, either trunk lines or local 
telephones ?—A. I think the chief objection is that when you have government con- 
trol and ownership, the management is no longer commercial. The ultimate manage- 
ment of the concern is governed by considerations that are foreign to the real business 
considerations that ought to govern the operation of the business. That is, the rates 
may be fixed in response to an uneducated public opinion, or to political pressure, or 
to whatever it may be. But as a general rule the policy of the business is governed by 
considerations that are foreign to the practical considerations of the business. Then 
there is another very broad objection, that when once you get government money or 
municipal money invested in a business the tendency of those in control is to oppose 
any improvement, to oppose any change that would tend to supersede that investment. 
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You find that very often in connection both with government enterprises and with 
municipal enterprises. 

Q. Do you consider those conditions are contributed to by the telephone system 
being encumbered or associated with the telegraphs ?—A. Very much so. 

Q. Go on, Mr. Webb?—A. An illustration of that same tendency is afforded by 
the electrical business in England, by the electric lighting business. When electriz 
lighting sprang up there were a number of municipalities in England which owned gas 
plants and they were immediately alarmed for the safety of their investments in those 
plants. Some of these municipalities banded together and they procured the passage 
of the Electric Lighting Act of 1882, which put a damper on the whole electrical busi- 
ness in Great Britain. The broad effect of it was to enable town councils to buy rp 
electric lighting systems established by companies after 21 years of operation. That 
made it unprofitable to go into the electric lighting business, and it put the brakes on 
electrical manufacturing throughout Great Britain and! prevented the establishment 
there of the electrical manufacturing business on a broad scale. That Act was repealed 
in 1888 and superseded by a fresh Act. ‘But that is the general tendency. <A govern- 
ment-owned or municipal system has to resist improvement, to resist the supersession 
of what exists by something better, because it means the abandonment of an invest- 
ment and the spending of new money. 

Q. Those are the experiences which in your judgment apply to England ?—A. 
I think they apply to government contro] generally in the telephone business, Through- 
out Europe you will find the same thing. 

Q. Have you experienced the same thing in other parts of Kurope?—A. Unques- 
tionably. You will find government departments struggling along with antiquated 
ayparatus either because they do not want to find! the money or because those in power 
will not provide the money for rebuilding or furnishing new equipment, and althoug’a 
companies to a certain extent are not fond of spending money unnecessarily, they are 
practically driven to keep their plant up to date. 

Q. Would you say that that would be the universal result of government owner- 
skip or control with regard to telephones ?—A. I should say, broadly speaking, that is 
one of the great objections. That it represses improvement, it represses initiative and 
the improvement of plant and systems, in accordance with invention and with the rise 
in the state of the art, 

Q. Since you have been in Canada, Mr. Webb, have any other conditions unfayvour- 
able to government ownership or control, peculiar to this country, suggested themselves 
to you?—A. No, sir, I cannot say that they have. I think that the same conditions 
are practically universal, more or less modified by local circumstances. I think that 
there is one other objection to government management of business, and that is the 
relative lack of efficiency and economy. The government employee is not as efficient 
as the company employee. The government employee is there as a fixture, and he has 
not the same incentive to work and give full value for his pay as the company employee 
has, and he does not do it either. This is certainly my observation all over the world, 
and I think no matter what the country or no matter what the local conditions—the 
local conditions and the local circumstances of course have their influence—those three 
broad objections will obtain. 

Q. You think, then, that the prospect of dividends is the essential necessity to a 
profitable undertaking, to an efficient working of the telephone system?—A. I certainly 
think, sir, that that is the proper test ¢o apply to every business, that it should pay its 
way. 

Q. Cannot you imagine, Mr. Webb, how those conditions could be met with and 
overcome by an exclusive management in the interests of the public on commercial 
conditions, although by the government?—A. I confess it would be very difficult to 
imagine, knowing what I know and having seen what I have seen of government man- 
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agement, of methods of administration and of the routine that exists in a government 
department, I confess it would be very difficult to imagine. 

Q. Is that a conclusion reached after long years of experience and study of con- 
ditions?—A. It has been reached after ten or eleven years pretty continuous study of 
the subject. 

Q. You stated in your examination that in your experience government control 
had tended to restrict development?—A. In Europe unquestionably. 

Q. In Europe? Have you stated the reasons upon which you laid down that pro- 
position ?—A. I stated the reasons as applied to Great Britain. The government con- 
trol there resulted in the limited license and the limited license has resulted necessarily 
in restricting the development of the system. Up till quite lately, up to the issue of 
this agreement of last February, the telephone business of Great Britain was in a 
wholly uncertain condition. All that was known was that the licenses expired in 1911, 
and after that moment the companies ceased to have the right to do any telephone busi- 
ness at all, and it was not known what would become of tkeir plant or what arrange- 
ments would be made to carry on the service. Under these conditions it becomes prac- 
tically impossible to raise money to develop the service. On the continent of Europe 
of course the service in almost every country is now an exclusive government mono- 
poly, operated by the government, and there we get the difficulties that I have touched 
on, the fact that the ultimate management of the business does not depend upon the 
considerations peculiar to the business. The money may be needed for war ships, or 
may be needed for something else, and it may not be convenient to provide it for the 
telephone service, and in a great many countries you will find the development of the 
service practically blocked because money is not provided for the development of it. 

Q. You spoke of there being six municipal systems only in England, I think?—A. 
I said that six had been started and five only existed at the present time. 

Q. Do you know of any towns or cities in England that have decided recently in 
favour of the control of telephones by the municipality ?—A. No. 

Q. I am told that Sheffield has made a recommendation?—A. Well, there might 
have been. | 

Q. Pardo: me, Manchester, Salford, and Stockport?—A. Recently ? 

Q. Lancashire towns?—-A. I certainly was not aware of it. Manchester has al- 
ways been a sort of hotbed of telephonic agitation, so to speak, and there is a semi- 
defunct telephone company there which keeps up a sort of agitation. It is a company 
called, I think, the Mutual Company. It has never done any actual business and it 1 
still hanging on. 

Q. Is it in actual operation now?—A. No, sir, it has never been in operation. 4 
started up some years ago with the object of doing a telephone business with the ap- 
proval of the municipality and nothing ever came of it. They spent a good deal vt 
money in a sort of promotion scheme, and they are hanging on now in the hope of 
getting the money back from the municipality. 

Q. There appears to be a desire in those cities for competition with the National 
Telephone Company, does there not?—A. As far as you can judge from paragraphs of 
that kind. But I think they are mainly put out by this Mutual Telephone Company, 
which has never been an actually operating company. 

Q. You are aware, Mr. Webb, are you not, that many of the towns and cities in 
the United Kingdom own and operate their own electrical plants @—A. Yes. 

Q. Lighting, gas, and water plants?—A. Certainly. 

Q. Those plants are operated to advantage and profit?—A. I should not be pre- 
pared to assent to that, as a broad proposition. I have no doubt some of them are 
profitable, but it is very difficult to me to reconcile the statement that many of these 
municipal trading undertakings are remunerative, with the fact that the municipal 


debt is continually on the increase and the rates are continually on the increase prac- 


tically oll over Great Britain. 
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Q. We have instances, for example, in Canada, where municipalities operate suc- 
cessfully electric railway, electric lighting, and water plants?’—A. Yes. 

Q. What line do you draw between the profitable working of those utilities and ihe 
profitable workiug of the telephone system ’—A. There ig nothing inherently impos- 
sible in a municipality operating a business profitably. All that I have said with -c- 
spect to the existing telephone system in England has nothing to do with the principis 
of a municipality operating a telephone system as with the actual] facts of the existing 
system. 

Q. Would you carry that principle as far as governmental control? The same prin- 
ciple that is applicable to municipal control, would you carry that as f 
ownership and control? If not, why not?—A. That is hardly a question to put to an 
expert, it is a question for one’s own private opinion really. I think, however, that 
municipal control is more manageable than government control. 

Q. There are the same difficulties that you have pointed out?—A. I think a good 
many of the same difficulties do come in. A 

Q. Within a smaller area?—A. On a relatively smaller 
ral principle is much the same. 

Q. I am trying to get at the points of difference, the main points of 
from your point of view, between municipal ownership and government ownership of 
telephones?—A. Well, I should be very sorry to lay down off-hand, in answer to a ques- 
tion, any such proposition. It is rather a big subject, and one to which I can hardly 
claim to have a great deal of expert knowledge, the questi 
general. 

Q. Would you say that the objections, in the main, are common to both 2—A. Yes, 
I should say that in the main the objections are common to both. 

Q. More easily overcome in the municipalities or more easily overcome in the SOv- 


ernment ’—A. No, if anything I should say they were more easily overcome in the muni- 
cipality. ? 


ar as government 


scale, but I think the gene- 


difference, 


on of municipal trading in 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You really have had no experience in connection with these matters, h 
—A. Of course, as an observer I have watched some of them pretty closely. 

Q. It is only an opinion you are giving?’—A. Exactly. It is just what I was try- 
ing to explain to Mr. Boyce. It is nota question of expert knowledge, it can only be 
a question of opinion. . 

Q. As a matter of fact, you have no expert knowledge of 
trading in general. No, I do not claim to have that. 


ave you? 


@—A. Of municipal 


Witness was then discharged. 


Examination by Mr. PICKERNELL resumed, 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. Supposing this condition of affairs existed? A competing company has a plant 
upon which $10,000 has been expended and another company with which it is competing 
has a plant worth $10,000,000, what would be the result of a competition in such a case 
te the larger company ?—A. I assume that the small company, with an investment of 
$10,000 is to have access to the plant of the large company with an investment of 
$10,000,000. 

Q. Exactly ?—A. The small company would of course have the advantage of +he 
larger investment which they took no part in the creation of. They would not care, 
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in making use of the $10,000,000 worth of plant, whether they used it with complete 
economy or not. It would make no difference to them whether their operating rules were 
the same as those of the large company, if, in establishing connection with this big 
plant, the operating rules were such that they used the circuit five minutes when pos- 
sibly only one minute was necessary. It would make no difference to them, but it 
vy culd entail a big loss to the $10,000,000 company. There would not be that incentive 
to the small company to make its methods such as to use the large property economi- 
cally. The only way you can get at that is by having a preliminary agreement and 
certain understandings to meet each specific case. And they are varied; no two cases 
would be alike in the defining of these conditions. 

Q. I understand from your evidence this morning, and you have just repeated if, 
now, that in your opinion no uniform set of rules for the conduct of an interchangs 
of business can be devised. But assuming that such a system was tried and physical 
connection was in force, would competing companies be able to operate unfairly to each 
other?—A. Most assuredly they would. If those rules were devised, and they were 
uniform, and if one company competing with another desired to take an advantage of 
its competitor, it could do so. It could utilize its lines and things of that kina, and 
ereate confusion which would be disastrous to the other company. It would cost much 
money, and it would be very difficult indeed, perhaps impossible, to detect. Thos 
things have got to be handled as a matter of good faith. 

Q. In other words, I suppose you say, that on the larger company’s lines the time 
would be wasted, the operation of the line would be delayed?—A. Most assuredly. 

Q. Could such waste be avoided? Do you know of any way by which the waste 
eould be avoided?—A. I know of no way of avoiding that waste entirely. Under tha 
most friendly relations there is more or less waste, but if you get an antagonism of 
interest at all that waste would become so great as to absolutely tie up the plant and 
prevent the getting connections through for any considerable distance. It is simply 
that lack of uniformity of interest that brings about the relationship I referred to this 
morning where, as a matter of fact, it is commercially impossible to talk over the in- 
dependent system from Cleveland to Kansas City or from Cleveland to St. Louis. 


By the Charman : 


Q. I received a letter this morning from a gentleman stating that he had talked 
over the line from Cleveland to Kansas City ?—A. I am willing to concede that, under 
certain test conditions and after elaborate preparations and experiments, it could be 
done. The wires are there. But I make this as a statement of fact : If you go to tele- 
phone in Kansas City and try to talk to Cleveland, or if you go to telephone in St. Louis 
end try to talk to Cleveland—I have not been in Cleveland and endeavoured to talk 
from there, so I am putting it in that way, but I suppose it is the same as in the vther 
direction-—you will not be able to get what we call a commercial talk between these 
points. 

Q. Of course, that is just a bald statement of your own?’—A. Well, I am making 
a flat-footed statement, and I am going to give you the evidence to corroborate it. 
Th business of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company between these points 
has inereased coni?yuously since its lines have been in operation, und there has been 
no diminution of business since the independent lines commenced to operate. On the 
contrary, the business in this western country has increased in ee proportion, on 
the average, since those lines were opened. 

Q. Yes, but the independent lines in Ohio have increased 1,500 per cent since 


1896 2—A. That may be true, but I am telling you of the business that we are speaking ~ 


about, between Cleveland and St. Louis and between Cleveland and Kansas City. 

Q. Does that not indicate there is generally a large increase all along the line in 
the telephone business ?—A. It is a fact that there is an immense increase in telephones 
all along the line. There has been an increase in independent lines, as you have stated, 
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) but I would not say, unless you went back a great many years, that the increase has 
been 1,500 per cent. 
Q. That is the evidence we have got here?—A. I do not know for how many years 
____ back there has been a big increase, but there has not been that increase in telephone 
: business between Cleveland and St. Louis and Cleveland and Kansas City. The busi- 
. ness between those points has not increased to that extent, 

Q. I presume connections have been made only within the last few years between 
; ' those different points ’—A. I think we opened up a line in 1892, that would be 13 years 
a since. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. While you are on that subject, can you account for the large increase in tele- 
phone business in such states as Ohio and Indiana, or how do you account for the 
increase in the telephone business in those states?—A. In those states and all through 
the west there has been a tremendous increase in the telephone business. The great 
stimulating factor has been the introduction of the so-called farmers’ lines or rural 
service. The introduction of large groups of farmers’ lines has made the exchange 
service in smaller towns more popular also. Now, the telephone companies have not 
furnished the capital for building those farmers’ lines, 


ee ee 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. You are speaking of what territory ?—A. Ohio, Indiana, and up through the 
western states generally. 


| By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Did they give connection with those farmers’ lines?—A. Yes. I will get to 
that later. The farmers, as I have said, built their own lines. There are exceptions 
to this, however. There are many ways of trading which I could tell you of if you 
were interested. But the farmers, as I say, built their own lines, furnished their own 
___ telephones, and kept them in order. They built a line up to the exchange in a smail 
town. They made their own arrangements with the telephone company for switching, 
that is for connecting their line with the local exchange or connecting their line with. 
the toll system. Now it has been the enormous number of farmers’ stations constructe] 
with their own money that has created this tremendous expansion in the business. That 
q has occurred especially in the thickly settled sections. You will remember that In- 
diana and Ohio are thickly settled. | 


By the Chairman: 


| Q. Yes?—A. The old half sections and quarter sections divided up into eighties 
and forties, and you do not have to go very far to find a farmhouse through those sec- 
tions. That density of population, and the enormous number of small farms, have 
brought about this large increase in telephone development. And in those thickly set- 
tled sections where the companies are competing, in some cases there will be fighting 
rates in force and the companies build the lines and give the farmer hig service for 
_ nothing. It is a regular war of rates. f 
3 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


6 

Q. Then the conditions, I understand, in Ohio and Indiana are very different 
from the conditions in this country as to the size of the farms, for instance, and as to 
; the density of their population?—A. That of course is true. The statistics on those 
points are very easily obtainable. But still there are certain sections in Canada that 
. are very densely populated, where the farms are sub-divided to a very considerable ex- 
tent. But as a whole the density is very much less. 
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 Q. But as a matter of fact the statements you make convince me that competition 
has created, if I might so express it, a want, has it not?—A. Now, gentlemen, I am 
going to tell you what in my judgment has created that farmer’s line development. It 
is not that the farmers in Ohio and Indiana are so much better and more vigorous than 
they are in Canada, but it is owing to this. There are a good many independent manu: 
facturers, men who are manufacturing telephones, transmitters, bells, and all kinds of 
telephone supplies, that started out and thought they were going to do a big business 
in supplying the cities with telephone exchanges. They did do a substantial business. 
They established these plants and commenced making more apparatus than (hey coul:! 
sell. So they opened agencies all through those sections and had men go out in ped- 
dlar’s wagons with telephone sets endeavouring to sell them to the farmers very much 
in the way that tin pedlars, years ago, went around and sold tinware, taking his pay 
in old rags. Well, these telephone wagons would go through that country in the same 
way selling telephone equipment to the farmers. That is where the superior energy 
and enterprise of the American farmer came in. He was well drummed up by people 
who sold him telephone supplies. 

Q. Well, even at that he would not buy a telephone if he had no use for it?—A. I 
do not know about that. Men buy gold bricks when they do not need them. However, 
“tis a good thing for the farmer. Do not let me be misunderstood; I think it is one of the 
most useful things the farmer could have, because it keeps him in touch with the local 
markets. In that section of the country a man never goes to market with his products. 
They are all sold by telephone before he sets out. The telephone also puts him in touch 
with his neighbours and with the centres of intelligence. Gentlemen, I repeat that I 
do no? want to be misunderstood; I think the telephone is a most excellent thing for 
the American farmer. 

Q. From what you say there is no independent telephone company could take care 
of this business, a company like the National in England or the Bell Company .— 
Canada?’—A. Well, I do not think the Canadian government, with all its resources, 
could furnish the money that is necessary. 

Q. Our credit is good ?~A. And so is the credit of. the United States, but I do 
not believe the United States government either could furnish the money to put in the 
telephone development that is necessary. I have seen the estimate, I did not make it 
myself, but I give it to you because it came to me from a reliable source, that to put 14 
the telephone plant which’the farmers themselves have created and to which other com- 
panies have contributed, in the states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, would require an 
expenditure in excess of $50,000,000. 

Q. Now, in all this development in the states of which you have just spoken, how 
was the connection made with the companies on trunk lines? Was it made by agree- 
ment or was it compulsory ?—A. ‘the first thing that happens under these conditions is 
that a farmer, representing his neigh»ours and himself, goes to a telephone company 
and makes a connecting line contract with a company for the service. The company 
assures itself that the man is really a representative of the people, as he claims to be, 
that they are a proper kind of people, that they have got a proper kind of equipment, 
and in return the company agrees to furnish a service for a certain consideration very 
much in the same way as the Canadian Bell Telephone Company have done in some 
instances. 

Q. It is done by agreement?—A. Yes, the Canadian company does it, and I see 
that evidence to that effect was presented here. 

Q. Something was said about the possible extension of the automatic board. Is 
the manual switchboard capable of extension just as an automatic board is?—A. Just 
exactly the same way. If we have a manual switchboard which we put in to-day with 
an equipment of 1,000 lines, and that becomes filled up, no spare lines, why, next week, 
we will add 100, next month we will add another 100, and so on. In very large boards, 
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we generally add 300 or 400 at a time. It is a mere matter of convenience. The board 
starts in a very small board, and increases from year to year until we attain the ulti- 
mate, just the same as with an automatic. I think you must have noticed last Satur- 
day in Montreal the old switchboard had been added to from time to time. 

Q. The reason why the switchboard in Montreal is being changed is not because it 
could not be added to?—A. Not at all. 

Q. What is the reason?—A. It has not been changed because it cannot be added 
to, nor because it is worn out. Certain portions of that board have only been in a year 
or two and are practically as good as new. It is being changed because the Bell Tele 
phone Company is attempting to give the people of Montreal a modern common battery 
telephone service, and that to do that it is necessary to put in a new switchboard. And 
that switchboard will start in with a certain equipment and will be added to from year 
to year until the art may change again. 

Q. What would be the gross returns of a long-distance telephone system as a pay- 
ing concern? It was said here by a witness that 12 per cent is sufficient?—A. I heard 
those figures given. Twelve per cent of the gross returns on a telephone plant is abso- 
lutely insufficient to bring in any return on the capital invested or even to operate and 
maintain the plant itself. The amount of gross return to capital invested will vary, 
of course, with the character of the plant, but in most instances one has to obtain a 
gross return of about 25 per cent or else you are not sure of earning 6 per cent. 

Q. You heard Mr. Webb state that in England the gross returns are 12 per cent? 
—A. Something of that kind. That of course is entirely inadequate, or would be in 
this country, to support a telephone plant. 

Q. What percentage of spare plant should a well organized telephone company 
keep on hand?—A. A well organized telephone plant, one that has been properly en: 
gineered, will have on an average from 30 to 35 per cent of its plant spare all the time. 
That condition is brought about in this way: When a cable has to be put in to supply 
one section of the city, we have to look ahead for 12 or 15 months, and when we put 
that cable in to-day perhaps not over 25 per cent of the wires are in use—probably 80 ‘ 
per cent of it is not used. Then we immediately make provision for further extensions, 
and by the time the further extensions are provided for the cable is filled up. The same 
way with a pole line, which represents another type of telephone property. If we are 
ecing to build a line between Ottawa and Montreal we would put in poles that ars 
capable of carrying perhaps 20 circuits. It would be foolish to put in all these circuits 
to-day because they are not needed. We would start off with one or two circuits. Now, 
that pole line has a capacity for 20 circuits. We only install, say four. Therefore, 
80 per cent is idle. Now, that is constantly the condition of things in a telephone plant. 
You never can have your plant filled. Some of it will be completely filled and some of 
it will be used to but a very slight extent, and in making up statistics of that kind, 
which we make up every year, showing the comparison of plant in use and not in use, 


_ I think the figures will indicate that there is between 30 and 35 per cent of the plant 


idle ali the time, and necessarily so. 

Q. You heard Mr. Webb’s statement that the government system in London has 
15,000 subscribers and their system has prepared for 40,000 lines. Do you think that 
is at all out of the way, or is it a reasonable service?—A. Why, of course a telephone 
engineer in America would look upon a plant for 40,000 telephones in a city of the 
size of London as being absolutely absurd. If we planned an American city on that 
basis a good deal of our engineering, a good deal of the work performed, would have to 
be thrown away, because we would have to do it over again in a few years. Instead of 


getting a life of 20 years, we would only get a life of a few years. 


Q. What number of ’phones are there in New York?—A. At this time I think there 
are 140,000 in New York city. That does not include the greater New York. I do not 
know what the figures are now, but something of that kind. 
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Q. You heard Mr. Webb speak of the way the cables are laid! in Glasgow, and you 
heard the opinion that he expressed upon the way in which the cables are laid. Do 
you agree with him?’—A. Absolutely. I agree most heartily with what Mr. Webb says 
in that respect. I might say further that the system that they use in Glasgow 

Q. The system of burying cables/—A. The system of burying cables was put in use 
first in Washington, D.C., and Pittsburg, ana’ that must have been in the year 18838, and 
we learned inside of two years that it was a failure, a waste of money, to put in a plant 
of that kind, and nothing of that kind has been done since. 

Q. Is there any other objection to the way they lay cables in Glasgow?—A. They 
use the so-called paper system of putting in the underground plant in Glasgow. It is 
a system which starts out with the idea of putting in a big cable and dropping off a few 
wires in one place and then a few more in another place, and so on. We found that a 
system of that kind could not be worked. Yankees are bad guessers, and no man can 
sit down and figure what kind of a building is going to be put up in a certain block in 
a few years. A plant put in that way has to be entirely remodelled in a few years. In 
the city of Glasgow a modern telephone engineer would probably not use more than 
eight or ten different sizes of cable in putting in a complete plant. I think in Glasgow 
they use 70 or 80 different kinds. J have seen the wire plans for Glasgow, and it is 
some large number of that kind. 

Q. Let us come now to the question of depreciation. What should be a proper per- 
centage laid aside for depreciation?’—A. Well, it is a pretty broad question. The 
amount that is to be laid aside for depreciation, of course, depends upon the life of the 
plant. If you are putting in a terra cotta subway and laying it in conerete the depre- 
ciation is very slight indeed. 

Q. But, speaking in a general way. Some witnesses came here and said they had 
laid aside 24 per cent, others 10 per cent and others 12 per cent?—A. On the highest 
grade of underground conduit 24 per cent is high. On an average pole line through the 
country—the lighter kinds of line such as is built for these rural works—I should say 
that 15 per cent would be a fair figure. You take a steel wire, which so many of these 
rural lines are constructed of, if it is out on the prairie where there is no salt air, no 
sulphur smoke from the cities to get at it, that wire would probably last for ten or 
twelve years. Put the same wire down on the coast, and it will not last more than 
three or four years. There are certain cities in the United States where copper wire 
would not last more than three or four years, because of the fumes from the smoke, but 
T have run copperwire through the country, and barring accidents, we don’t know what 
the life is. We know it is good for 20 years if properly put up. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. That is hard drawn, is it?—A. Hard drawn, yes, sir. But you have telephone 
plants far and wide, and with the class of construction that has prevailed up to the 
present time probably an average depreciation is 10 per cent per year. With a modern 
cable plant, modern underground plant and modern switchboard apparatus such as you 
see going in Montreal, we hope that depreciation will be less; how much less we cannot 
tell at the present time. 

Q. I see in the balance sheet of the Bell Company for the year ending December 
31, 1904, on page 453 of the minutes of the evidence, that there is a contingent fund 
for 19038 of $1,316,170.24. From your knowledge of the affairs of the Bell Company 
in Canada, what have you to say to that contingent fund? Is it too large or too small. 

Mr. CHRYSLER..Give him the 1904 figures, the same as we have been using for 
other examinations. ; 


By Mr. Casgrain: 
Q. Adding the premiums on stock, $479,240, and the addition from revenue ac: 
count of $50,000, you have $1,845,410.24. What is your opinion, from your experience, 
Mr. F. A. PICKERNELL. ¢ 
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as to the fund in question?—A. Taking into account the origin of that fund and the 


_other factors into consideration, it seems to me that the contingent fund should 


amount to about that, which is about 18 or 19 per cent on the plant account. That 
is, to be sure that you will maintain your stock as having back of it 100 cents on each 
dollar of capital issued. There is a great deal of misunderstanding as to that fund, 
what its uses are, and how it originates. I think the easier way to get at that is to 
consider a small proposition, to see what actually might happen. Supposing we built 
a little line out here a few miles long, to cost exactly $1,000. Let us assume, so as +o 
make the case easy, that the plant has a life of exactly ten years, and exactly at the 
end of ten years as the clock strikes twelve, it disappears. Now, it is quite evident 
‘that during that ten years we have got to provide for the time when that plant will 
disappear, and we have to provide one-tenth each year, or $100. Now, the day when 
the plant starts off we open up a set of books for it and we capitalize it. We would 
have :—Assets—plant, $1,000. Liabilities—capital stock, $1,000. They balance. Now, 
‘at the end of the first year we have to taka out of our earnings from that plant $100. 
At the end of that year our trial balance will be: Assets—plant, $1,000; cash, $100. 
Our liabilities will be—capital stock, $1,000; maintenance, reserve or contingent, $100. 
The two sides balance. Just before the bell strikes at the end! of ten years the trial 
balance will be: Assets—plant, $1,000; eash, $1,000. Liabilities capital stock, 
$1,000; contingent, $1,000. And the clock strikes 12, the plant disappears, so does 
your reserve, and your statement is: Assets—cash, $1,000. Liabilities—capital stogkx, 
$1,000. And the capital stock is worth 100 cents on the dollar. Now, in a complicated 
property like that you have to do the same thing. If your stock is to be at all times 
safe, you have to have sound assets at the back of it. 


By the Chairman: 


Q@. Thes are very unusual conditions?—A. What? 

Q. The conditions that you have just stated—A. They are the usual conditions, 
only I made it simple in that way. 

Q. There are more assets at the end of ten years than the $1,000 in cash that you 
have put away during the ten years.—A. What are they? 

Q. The plant.—A. Well, I took the case there so as to make it simply a plan to 
iliustrate, with 100 per cent of efficiency up to the last moment and then disappearing. 
In practice, what would happen would be this, when you set apart $100 each year, you 
would occasionally put in a new pole or something of that kind, and at the end of the 
year you will have a plant. é 

Q. Exactly. Is that not a necessary condition in connection with a telephone, 
something that has to be done?—A. Let us assume what is the case. At the end of 
ten years our trial balance might have been: Assets—plant, $1,000; cash, $500. Liabi- 
lities: capital stock, $1,000; contingent, $500. That is, half that appropriation has 


been expended in keeping it up. But the point I want to make is this, that the minute 


a telephone plant is started and a pole is put in the ground, it commences to rot. Now, 
if a telephone plant was constructed, an equal amount added each year, then after a 
certain initial period you would not need any contingent fund to take care of replacing 
of plant. But if you go through this capital account you will find it has not peen 
added to by an equal amount each year; the last few years the increase has been very 
considerable, and they can go ahead providing for the future on the basis of a small 
plant as in the past, and when it comes to the replacing of the big expenditures, when 
their life is near expiration, the capital stock will not become impaired. That is the 
universal practice in every business. The only question is whether it is too mush. 


Last year a very large part was made from the premiums received on the stock, that is, 


voluntary contriputions by the shareholders. 
Q. On the other side there has been a very considerable permanent work done, suca 
as conduits put in?—A. That is all capitalized; that is all paid for out of capital. 
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Q. Not all. <A good portion of it is paid out of revenue—A. I should question 
that very much. I never knew it. 

The CHairMAN.—I understand that from Mr. Sise’s evidence. 

Mr. LAWRENCE MACFARLANE.—The conduits themselves are paid for out of capital, 
but the amount written off, that is, the pole line wihch is taken down, is paia for vut 
of the revenue, so that the only thing which is charged to c.pital is the increased value 
given the plant. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 

Q. That was explained by Mr. Sise very fully.—A. If you have a pole line running 
down the street here and one share of stock issued against it, and then if you put down ° 
a subway\on the same street and have a share of stock issued against it, and then a few 
months later you take that pole line down, if you do not look out you will have to carry 
a share of stock against that pole line which does not exist. That is what this contin- 
‘gent fund is for. 

Q. I hold in my hand here a report of the telephone investigation committee in 
the General Assembly of Tennessee the session of 1905. I am going to read an extract 
and ask you whether you agree, as a general proposition, to the conclusions which the 
committee have arrived at. The report says : ‘ We find from the proof that a telephone 
company, in order to be uséful and successful, must maintain its property up to a high 
standard; and in order to be able to furnish telephone facilities for each new sub- 
scriber must raise additional funds from time to time, for the reason that the telephone 
business is different from other kinds of business in that the plant must continue to 
expand with each new customer, and this can only be done by getting new capital to 
build new lines and furnish the equipment necessary to supply the wants of new patrons, 
and connect them with old patrons. It is a well known fact that in installation of each 
new telephone to serve each new patron means the expenditure of new capital by the 
company, for the reason that lines of wire must be run from the central exchange to the 
new subscriber, and a telephone must be installed for each new subscribers’ use; and 
your committee deems it unfair for the company to charge the patrons a sufficient 
amount to create a fund with which to build these new lines, but they should be built 
with new capital derived from the sale of new stock. Your committee has ascertained 
from the proof that it is not feasible to raise this new capital from time to time by the 
issuance of bonds, because after the second or third mortgage has been placed upon 
the property new bonds could not be sold on the markets of the country, and the only 
practical way of raising new money from time to time is by the issuance of new stock, 
and unless the dividends upon the stock are sufficient to attract new capital, new stock 
cannot be sold. And, therefore, your committee is of the opinion that it is to the benefit 
and interest of the people of Tennesee, as well as to the telephone companies, to permit 
them to charge subscribers an amount which will, after paying all expenses, allow such 
‘a dividend as will enable the stock to be sold at par from time to time, in sufficient 
amount as to thus secure money to meet the public demands for the development and 
expansion of the business,—A. I think that is an absolutely fair presentation of the . 
true facts of the case. 

Q. And as a general proposition that applies as well to the telephone business in 
this country as it does to Tennessee for instance, or any other country?—A. Yes, it 
has a universal application. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. I do not think the Bell Company would have very much difficulty in selling 
stock at par to-day. f 

Mr. CascraIn.—No, because it has been managed so well. 

The Wirness.—It has ‘been a well managed property, there is no question about 
that, and I think they can sell their stock at par. 

The CHaiRMAN.—It was selling at 140, I think. 
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Q. I forgot to ask a question about the balance sheet. On page 453 it says: ‘Un-- 
earned rental reserve, $397,087.86.—A. This company makes it a practice to collect 
rentals for its service twice a year. Now, this statement means that on December 31; 
1904, the Bell Telephone Company had collected from its subscribers $397,087.86, and 
that they had not as yet performed the service for these subscribers to the extent re- 
presented by that amount of money. This is a liability, for this reason, that before 
they can get any more money from these subscribers they have got to pay out a large 
proportion of that $397,087.86 in giving this service which they have not yet performed. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Well, but they have got the money in their hands 2—A. They have got to 
spend the money. 


Q. They have got it to spend. Most of us spend money very often that we have 
not got ?—A. Quite true. 

Q. Therefore they do not have to go and borrow the money, they have got the 
cash ?—A. Allow me to suggest—suppose you were to buy that property to-morrow. 

Q. I will give you a case in point. If I sell out my business to-day, I receive 
the balanee that is due on the insurance premiums that are to run yet. It would apply 
just the same to this?—A. Supposing, for example, that you bought this property. 
You would have to perform during the next six months service to the extent of $397,000. 

Q. Certainly, and if I bought it I would buy it with that much of a reduction ?— 
A. What reduction ? 

Q. The amount that you have there.-—A. Well, it would depend upon what you 
mean by reduction. 

Q. If I bought it I would deduct that from the amount I would pay for it, be- 
cause I would have to perform that service and it was money which you had received? 
A. Certainly, that is the proposition. It is a liability. 

Q. It cannot be a liability. 

Mr. Cascrain.—It is a liability, in a way, because you have to perform the service. 

The Cuairman.—You have got the money in the bank to do it with. 

Mr. Curys.Ler.—That will appear on the other side. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. Just go on and explain that ?~A. They had cash in the bank, $575,702.52. 
There is the other side of that. Your method would be to wipe that out both ways. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I would not do that ?—A. How would you keep it ? 

Q. I think I would keep it very much the same as the company does?—A. And 
that is the way 25 years of experience has proven to be the best way to keep the books. 
All the expert accountants have said it is the best way to do it. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. Now, Mr. Pickernell, in general practice, how are these rents collected 2 Are 
they collected as the Bell does here, in advance? Collected for six months or every 
month ?—A. The practice varies greatly. 

Q. But in the majority of cases ?—A. I may make this general statement, that 
probably in 99 cases out of 100, they collect in advance. In some cases they collect 
monthly, as in New York. In Boston they collect quarterly. In Montreal they col- 
lect semi-annually, and in certain classes of service and in certain companies they 
collect annually. 

Q. But in the majority of cases ?—A. It is either quarterly or monthly. 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. Returning to that account; here is the way the Glasgow people keep their ac- 
counts. Their receipts are £70,594 12s. 5d. Deducting the portion of rentals ap- 
plicable to 1904-5, they have carried to suspense account £27,798 9s. 5d.?—A. I will 
have to study this. I am not familiar with it. 

Q. It is a matter of very little importance ?—A. The only thing was that we 
could understand what is:meant by that. We have had numerous conferences be- 
tween expert accountants and they are generally pretty keen individuals, and that 
form that the Canadian Bell Telephone report is upon is the standard form, and is 
in use by all the telephone companies of the United States—that same form. 

Q. What were the general terms upon which farmers mutual companies, for in- 
stance, get connection with the trunk lines—on what conditions and terms?—A. 
Why, the nature of the terms‘ are these : They get the exchange companies connec- 
tion for from 25 cents to 50 cents a month for switching service. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


Q. For each subscriber ?—A. For each subscriber. That is $3 to $6 a yea1, de- 
pending a good deal on the size of the exchange. Sometimes an arrangement of this 
kind is made: They will pay so much a year, say $12 a year for the line, and $1 a 
year for the station. You will see that will figure out about the same money. And 
in other cases the farmer pays for the line which the telephone company has provided 
within the exchange. In some instances he even pays for the switchboard. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. If the farmer pays for the line in his exchange, what do you charge him for 
connection with the trunk lines ?—A. The usual toll charge, whatever it is, depend- 
ing on whether he wants to talk ten miles or a hundred miles. We treat him just 
the same as the public. 

Q. What does he pay to connect with the exchange in the town?—A. That is the 
charge I have been talking about. He gets the same rates exactly over the toll lines 
that any other citizen does. 

Q. I think in connection with this investigation that this is really one of the main 
features of the inquiry, to ascertain how we can benefit the farmers?—A. Yes; it 
seems to me from what little I have seen and heard the Bell Company has met about 
all the different kinds of trade that was offered. Possibly not as many as in the states, 
but the territory is not so densely settled. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. What are the charges for the farmers’ ’phones in the United States?—A. Where 
the farmer owns his plant, the switching plant is 25 to 50 cents a month. 

Q. What does that give him?—A. Unlimited service with the exchange. 

Q. No slot business about it?—A. No. If he wants to talk out of town and the 
toll charge is 25 cents, say the place is 25 miles away, we charge that up to him and he 
pays it the next time he comes in town. 

Q. Your main line connects with a good many farmer’s ’phones?—A. The farmers’ 
lines connect with our exchanges and our main line connects with these exchanges. It 
is perfectly possible for a farmer in Virginia to talk with a farmer in Ohio by means 
of the trunk lines of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company. That is, the 
exchanges to which these two farmers enter are connected with the trunk lines of this 
company. 

Q. Which is it easier for a main telephone company to have a man come into the 
pay station and pay the rate for telephoning or to have him telephone through a farm- 
er’s line from a point, say 15 miles away; which is easier for your line, providing you 
get the same pay?—A. If the farmer’s line is acceptable to us so that the service is 
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satisfactory, the only difference is that in one case we get the money right away and 
in the other case we wait until the farmer comes in and pays it. As far as the con- 
nection goes there is not very much difference. 

Q. Is there any difference in the work of the operator ?—A. Practically no dif- 
ference. | 

Q. Then by having connection with a farmer’s line which runs 15 miles away into 
the country, you may get 10 to 20 farmers on it and you will be increasing your busi- 
ness?—A. There is one other point. You were talking of a farmer’s line with 10 or 
20 stations. 

Q. Yes.—A. That is increasing the difficulties of operating somewhat. 

Q. Still you are getting the business?—A. Yes, the more we have of these people 
connected with our switchboard the better. We want all we can get. 

Q. There is one thing I could not quite understand. You say that a farmer’s line 
connecting may be 50 miles long and yours is 500 miles long, but that the pay you re- 
ceive is not on the proportion of 50 to 500, and at the same time your own line would 
be heavy copper and the farmer’s line would be iron wire. Can these two connect to 
give a good service?—A. The engineering limit that we use in those cases is 30 miles 
of No. 10 iron wire—iron wire weighing 250 pounds to the mile. With such a wire 
we could give a perfectly satisfactory service to a point 500 miles beyond that, pro- 
vided the remaining circuit is of No. 8 copper wire, that is, copper wire weighing 4385 
pounds to the mile. That is an everyday service and it has no doubt been done a dozen 
times while we are talking here. 

Q. Would it be any interference with your line to have in connection with it— 
would it militate against your patrons’ use of your line to have a farmer’s line con- 
nected with ten stations on it?—A. Not if the farmer’s line is properly equipped, pro- 
perly constructed. We want those connections. 

Q. It was said in evidence here the other day by one of the experts that that would 
militate against your own line; that it was better for a man to go into a pay station 
and pay there, because then he was a patron of your own line. Otherwise you would be 
serving your competitors?—A. Gentlemen, all I can say is that all my experience and 
my efforts have been directed towards getting these farmers’ lines connected with ous 
switchboard so that they would not have to come in to a pay station and talk. If they 
have a telephone in their houses they will use it. That is what I stand for. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. That is just what we would like the Bell to stand for in Canada?—A. It seems 
to me that they are doing that. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. In proportion there are a great many more farmers’ lines in the United States 
than in Canada. Do you know the difference?—A. My information about that in re- 
spect to Canadian territory is rather limited. 

Q. Have you read the evidence here?—A. Yes. The evidence has drawn me to the 
conclusion—and this agrees with what I have heard before—that where the Bell Com- 
pany own and construct and maintain and run the telephone, the whole shooting match, 
that the price varies according to local conditions from $15 to $25 a year. Those rates 
are about what we get in the United States, from $18 to $30. 

Q. From whom?—A. From those farmers who prefer to have us build the whole 
line and maintain it and operate it. But the bulk of the farmers build and maintain 
their own line. I understand also that the Canadian Bell Company have in one in- 
stance that I remember at least, and and probably they have got a great many more, 
where the farmer built his own line and connected with the Bell. They charge him $:5 
a year, which comes in between $3 and $6 per year that we commonly charge in vhe 
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By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. So that the 50 cents you are alluding to is in the case where the farmer builds 
and maintains his owu line?—A. Absolutely, yes, sir. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. Does that pay you’—A. We come out about even on that for our operating 
expenses. You see, we have no interest to pay on the capital investment. The farmer 
has provided for that. We have no maintenance. When the company builds a line, 
it has to hire a team to haul the poles out there. The farmer does not do that, ne 
uses his own team and perhaps cuts his poles from his own lot. When a line is broken, 
if one wire breaks down, if a branch of a tree falls on the line, or the line gets out of 
order, he gets on horseback, goes out and takes the branch of the tree off, or twists the 
wire and fixes it up again. The telephone company if it owns the wire has to hire a 
rig ¢nd send a man perhaps ten miles into the country. But when you relieve the com- 
pany of these expenditures they simply have to pay for the operation of connecting tha 
farmers with the other subscribers. They are glad if they can get their operating ex- 
penses back in full. I feel pretty well satisfied, because I hope as you gentlemen said, 
to get the toll business out of the farmers, for they can talk from their farms rather 
than drive ten or twelve miles to the town or to a pay station. 

Q. You said a great many of these telephones were put in by gentlemen on the 
same principle as those selling lightning rods or something of that kind?—A. Yes. 

Q. From your experience as a business man, irrespective of telephones, is it + 
necessity or a good thing for the farmers to have these lines?—A. Absolutely, yes, 
sir. I think the farming business is vastly improved by having a telephone. 

Q. You are aware that a great many farmers have been putting up their own lines 
ir Canaca during the last few years?—A. Yes. 

Q. Without any solicitation from agents?—A. Yes, I have noticed it. I cams 
clear across Canada in the day time the other day and I have been between here and 
Boston several times. I have seen quite a few farmers’ lines—you can tell them—and 
T rather think the lightning rod man was getting his work in here. It is a good thing 
forthe country. That is my judgment. 

Q. They are hearing a whisper from the other side. I don’t think the lightning 
rod gentleman has been around very much?—A. That is my judgment about it. I have 
been speaking as I see it, the more farmers you get the better. 

Q. You enumerated several objections to granting connections between the Bell 
and independent companies. Mr. Casgrain instanced a town that is some distance 
from Ottawa. These objections were the advantages they were deriving from an ex- 
penditure which they did not undertake. These objections would also hold good in 
ecnnection with granting connections in Ohio, where you say you have granted con- 
nections. Would they not be intensified by the knowledge of the fact that the popula- 
tion was very much more dense there?—A. Not at all. A group of farmers get together 
end build a line to an exchange. They then come to the telephone company and they 
agree to observe the rules and regulations of the telephone company, provided the 
company will switch them. Now, that line terminates in the switchboard of the 
telephone company. That farmer cannot hold up this 500 mile line if he wants to. 
When he makes his call for the 500 mile line there is an operator in there who con- 
trols that line and who can cut him off if he violates the rules and regulations, just 
the same as she can any subscriber of her own company. She is there to protect our 
property as against those farmers, or any exchange subscriber, as far as that goes. 

Q. Could not a similar arrangement be made for connection here in Canada ?—A. 
If you had a company connected in through our nearest switch station, and it was a 
compulsory connection, we would have to put them on that line and maintain the con- 
nection until they got through with it. 
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Q. Are the farmers that you are speaking of competitors of the telephone com- 
pany ¢—A. Clearly not. The farmers of the kind you speak about co-operate with 
the telephone company, and we get our benefit both ways. Our own subscribers in 
our exchanges get the benefit of talking to the farmers and the farmers get the benefit 
of talking to them. 


By Mr. Roche : 


Q. This concession is only given to those companies who do not enter the same 
field 2—A. Exactly. I tried to make it clear this morning that in case of competi-. 
tion we would not connect with them. It was not a fair proposition. It was unfair 
trading to compel our connection with them. And then I said there should be an ar- 
rangement for designation and definition of territory. If we did not define the ter- 
ritory within which a company is going to work, they could build into another town, 
connect with our competitor, and bring in probably the lines of our competitor over 
which we would have absolutely no control. 

Q. Do you know if the arrangements made by the independent telephone lines 
in the United States with these farmers’ lines are similar? Do they insist on uo 
competition in the same territory that the independent lines are in 2—A. I have not 
had enough experience to speak of that generally. I could give you the names of 
three places where they have had to make exactly the same kind of provision. But you 
see this is not so important to them, because most of them simply operate in one, or 
afi most two, little exchanges, and in these little places, I have dealt with them, ons 
of the independent companies had 18 or 20 exchanges, and they had an agreement 


_ between them that they would not connect with competing exchanges in nearby 


towns. Human nature is the same everywhere. The independent people have to run 


- the business the same way as we do. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. I did not hear the commencement of your examination, but I have under- 
stood from what you have said since I came in that you are the consulting engineer 


_ for the American Telephone and Telegraph Company ?—A. No, sir, my present posi- 


tion is that of assistant to the president of the American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. 

Q. Did you tell us what the sphere of the operations of the company is? Is the 
company operating both through lines and local exchanges ?—A. The American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company—the only telephone property it owns is in the United 
States, and it has these long trunk lines that extend half-way across the continent 
running from Boston to Omaha, from Boston down to Jacksonville, Florida, and 


_down the Mississippi Valley; from Chicago to New Orleans, and half a dozen lines 


across the country. 

Q. And you own and control telegraph lines as well ?—A. No, sir. 

Q. No telegraph line 2—A. No telegraph lines. 

Q. Only jong-distance telephone business ?—A. Long-distance telephone business. 
Now, in order that there may be no misunderstanding about that, we lease a great 
many lines to bankers and brokers, and these lines are used telegraphically. They 
are used with Morse instruments, and they are used simultaneously for the telephone. 

Q. That is profitable, is it 2~A. Oh, yes. The American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company does not provide these telegraph operators and does not handle these 
messages in any way whatever. Its connection with the use of the line telegraphi- 
cally: is confined to the handling and leasing of the telegraph lines. 

Q. Then you do not operate any local telephone exchanges at all?—A. No, sir— 
I think we do operate one little exchange down in Georgia, an exchange of about 150 
subscribers or something like that, or at least we did the last time I was down there. 
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Q. What is the largest telephone system in the United States? What is the name 
oi the company ?—A. My guess is that the company operating the largest number ct 
telephones in the United Stutes is probably the New York Telephone Company with 
its associated company, the Wew York and New Jersey Telephone Company. 

Q. Operating principally where?—A. In New York and in New Jersey. 

Q. In New York state and New Jersey state?—A. A large portion of New York 
state. I am not sure whether that company or the Pacific Telephone Company is 
operating the largest number of telephones. 

@. There are a large number of local telephone branes in different parts of the 
United States connected with the American Bell Company?—A. You mean the Ameri- 
ean ‘l'elephone and Telegraph Company. 

Q. That is what it is now?—A. Yes. 

Q. As the American Bell Telephone Company ceased to exist?—A. No, sir, but it 
is owned entirely by the American Telephone and Telegraph Coinpany. 

Q. The American Bell Telephone Company is not a company operating local ex- 
changes now?—A. No, sir, and it never aid. 

Q. In the evidence that you were giving about operating farmers’ lines, you are 
not inverested in local exchange business, your company I mean?—A. No, sir, I stated 
this morning that the experience upon which I was basing this testimony was obtained 
by me when I was consulting engineer of the Southern Bell and the Buffalo companies, 
ana during the past year I was actively interested and connected with the Missouri- 
Kansas Company. 

Q. So that the evidence that you were given for the last hour or so was from a 
standpoint the same as the Bell Telephone Company of Canada?—A. Yes. 

@. A company which had local exchanges and which would be competing with 
your local systems?’—A. Yes, sir. 

@. Then apart from the question of the sufficiency or the efficiency of the in- 
struments and equipment, and the question of competition, and genral result of 
your evidence is that you think it would be a benefit to encourage the formation of 
these local companies to be connected with the exchanges of any company such as the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada operating a long-distance line?—A. Yes, sir, that 
is my opinion, providing these lines are properly constructed and are extended into our 
exchanges in a satisfactory manner. 

Q. There was a point that Dr. Roche was asking you about a moment ago. That, 
I think, was not fully explained. Mr. Sise said that his objection to such a company 
connecting with the long-distance lines of the Bell Telephone Company was that it 
would be possible for one of the local subscribers of one of these connecting companies 
to hold up the line, he says. He gave us an instance, of a supposed subscriber on a 
small company fifteen or twenty miles from Ottawa who was connected with Montreal, 
and he could’ not cut him off. You seem to have the same thing in your mind that he 
did. I did not understand why you would not have the same control over him as if 
he was your own subscriber?—A. He would if he was connected in a proper manner. 
I showed this morning that a farmers’ line should terminate in one of our switchboards 
and then we would control the connection. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. The Bell or any other company would not accept him on any other condition ? 
—A. We would not, no, sir. 


By Mr. Chrysler: 

Q. Supposing he was a subscriber of a local company—for instance, here is one of 

the cases mentioned in the evidence, referring to Neepawa. Now, Neepawa has a muni- 

cipal system organized and owned and operated by the town council. They have a 

local exchange there and the Bell Telephone Company have an exchange in the same 
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town; I am not speaking now of the question of terms, but there is an objection, ther2 
is some objection there to giving that local system a connection with the Bell Telephone 
Company’s long-distance line, because the Bell Telephone Company have a few sub- 
scribers at the same place. Would it not be practicable to give to all the subscribers of 
the Neepawa municipal system connection through the two exchanges with the long- 
distance lines of the Bell Telephone Company ?—A. To answer that question you have 
to take my whole position on the matter, that is, that two people cannot do business 
together unless they first arrange the terms on which they are going to do that busi- 
ness. If you could work out an agreement of that kind that is mutually satisfactory 
to both parties, a working arrangement might be arrived at. 

Q. What I had in my mind as a possible solution was what you have been speaking 


- about as being practical with farmers’ lines. In the municipal system at Neepawa 


the people have provided their own system, in their own way, much as the 
farmers’ line would be. Well then, would it not be reasonable that they should with- 
out additional payment have connection with the Bell system. Would it not be prae- 
ticable to fix some price, say the same as for farmers, of $5 a year, which will give every 
subscriber the right to be connected through his exchange with the Bell system ?—A. 
That is a matter of business arrangement that would have to be worked out by some- 
body who knows a good deal more about it than I do. . 

Q. But as a matter of practical operation of telephony, can it be done ?—A. I 
have no doubt that if the fundamental plan was laid out right a working system 


_ might be evolved. I would like to say, if you will allow me, to touch on it, what some 


of these gentlemen have had in mind about compulsory physical connection. It is a 
case I have run into half a dozen times myself. My company has a line, as I have 
said before, extending for several thousand miles, copper wires running all over the 
country. There are lots of our farmers would like to run their wires from their 
houses and connect with our through copper wires running past them; but perhaps 
those wires are our New York and Chicago circuit. If they did get that connection 
tLey could absolutely hold up the whole circuit. That is the kind of case that I think 
Mr. Sise was speaking of. There are lots of farmers who would like to do that, and 
if they were allowed to do it they would be able to hear all that is going on on the 
New York and Chicago circuit. It might be very entertaining to them, but we would 
not allow it. 


By the Cnairman : 


Q. That proposition would not be entertained for one moment ?—A. I am serious 


sabout that, Mr. Chairman, there are lots of farmers who would like to do that. Be- 


cause the wires go in front of their houses they think they ought to be able to connect. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. I think I have. read Mr. Wade’s evidence, and he appeared to think so, that 
he should be allowed to connect with the nearest line which runs past his house. You 
say that it is an essential point that a man’s line must be carried to the nearest ex- 
change ?—A. Certainly. I must say that in order to encourage them we are very 
glad to allow the farmers to string their wires on our poles where we have them and 
where the poles will carry them, s0 that he does not have to set his poles up. That 
is quite a common thing throughout the United States. 

Q. That is something, that you may allow a farmer to use your poles in order 
to reach the nearest exchange ?—A. That is provided he makes the attachments ac- 
cording to our own regulations, we are very glad to get a little additional revenue out 
of our existing facilities. 

Q. In reference to the farmers’ lines, you have distinguished them into two broad 
classes. You said there are a large number of possible arrangements to be made; 
some farmers supply their own lines and equipment and maintain them. You would 
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apply a very different scale of charges for them to what you would require if the com- 
pany had to build the line and maintain it ?—A. A very, very different scale of 
charges. 

Q. And the facilities which they desire can be afforded them at a much earlier 
date, I suppose, than under ordinary circumstances in the course of business ?—A. 
Exactly. 

Q. Can you tell us, are there any figures extant as to the average cost of furnish- 
ing a local exchange service, per line, or per subscriber, in the United States ? What 
would be a fair computation of the average capital required ?—A. Oh, you cannot 
make a specific statement in regard to that because of the varying conditions. 

Q. They vary very much, do they ?—A. The variation is enormous, and the 
tizures that I gave this morning indicate something along that line. I stated there 
that in a little town you might build a plant for $50 per station, whereas in the city 
of Montreal it will cost $150. 

Q. I took notice of your figures, but I thought you were speaking then of the 
cost of the central office equipment only ?—A. No, I was speaking of more than that, 
I was speaking of everything. ; 

Q. The stations of the subscribers, as well as the equipments and connections, 
you say, can be built for $50 per subscriber in a small town of the size you have 
named ?—A. Yes, I have built a good many exchanges for that. 

Q. Then in larger places it will run up higher ?—A. I said that in Montreal— 
I am leaving out the building, but just the telephone plant—I said, it may cost $150 
per station, or even more. 

Q. That does not take into account the real estate ?—A. No, not the real estate. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. The switchboard charges are $20, $10 and $5 for the different size switch- 
boards ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Chrysler : 


Q. That is the capital account per subscriber ?—A. Yes. 

Q. That is what I understood ?—A. That is the capital account for switchboard, 
that part of the capital account due to the switchboard. 

Q. That is what I understood ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you said anything as to the comparison of rates between cities of the 
same size in Canada and in the United States ?—A. I have said nothing about that, 
no. I do not think I can say very much about that. I will say this much, I have 
been in pretty fair touch with the Canadian situation for a good many years, and 
the rates in Canada have always been relatively low—they are to-day. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. Including the rates in the city of Montreal?—A. Yes, sir, I think Montreal 
rates are indeed very low to-day. I think the top rate of $55 is very low for a city of 
the size of Montreal. I think they ought to be able to work out some arrangement by 
which those rates can be raised. That is my judgment in the matter. 


By Mr. Roche: 


Q. Are the rates of the two companies the same there?—A. Where? 

. Q. In Montreal?—A. I do not know what the other company’s rates are. I simply 
know that they cannot be the same as the Bell’s, because theirs is such a small exchange 

and they have so little to offer that the people would not pay it. : 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. What are the Bell Company’s rates in Montreal?—A. $50 for the Blake equip- 
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ment or $55 with the long-distance equipment, that is for business, and $30 and $35 
for residences, I think. 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. You stated in answer to a question put to you by Mr. Lewis just now that there 
would be practically no difference between allowing a farmer to talk over your long- 
distance line from your pay station and allowing him to have a physical connection 
between the Bell Telephone Company’s system and his line; I suppose that when you 
made that statement you meant that it was in case there was an agreement between 
you and the farmer?—A. Yes. 

Q. Not a compulsory connection ?—A. I think he misunderstood me a little there. 
What I had in mind was this, that if a particular farmers’ line containing ten or 
twenty subscribers, as our friend mentioned, had made an agreement with us, had put 
in the pioper kind of plant and agreed to pay our toll charges and whatever our switch- 
ing charges were, that I would just as soon have him connect with our toll line through 
our exchange as have him to drive ten miles from his house into the town and walk 
into the pay station in order to talk over the long-distance. We would have the same 
control over him in either case. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. You would have absolute control over him?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. In Ohio and Indiana where you encourage that farmers’ line business and 
quite a number of these small farmers’ lines connect with your long-distance line, you 
encourage that kind of business?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you are making agreements right along with companies of that kind?—A. 
Thousands of them. 

Q. Large numbers of them?—A. Large numbers of them. 

Q. I suppose that in making agreements with these companies you have a regular 


form of agreement that you use?—A. We try to have a regular one, but there are almost 


as many different kinds of agreements as there are farmers. It is a trading proposition, 
you know, and sometimes there is a little right of way mixing in, or something of that 
kind. 

Q. You do not make your agreement in that case with the individual farmer, do 
you’—A. As a rule, yes; although there are a great many mutual companies that are 
organized and incorporated. , 

Q. And then you make agreements with individual companies ?—A. With indi- 
vidual companies, yes. 

Q. When you do that you make an agreement in each case with, I will say, the 


executive officer of one of these mutual companies and with some one else for another 


company, but the agreement you would execute would be practically the same in each 
case?—A. Along very broad lines, it is the same. 

Q. There might be some little difference in detail?—A. That is, the amount to be 
paid for switching is generally the same, for the same character of exchange. As I 
say, it varies from $3 to $6 per year. 

Q. In using the long-distance lines it is the same?—A. It is the same, there can 
be no question about that. And as to the character of the construction there is gen- 
erally a tremendous amount of detail gone into when the whole contract is worked out, 
because they have lines that are not built according to any particular specification. 

Q. Could there not be a form of specification of a standard line be prepared, and 
could you not insist upon them living up to it?—A. If such a form were prepared it 
would have to be of the most general type, because you cannot make a specification 
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that will meet all cases. If you make a specification that is fairly decent and fair for 
Indiana, it would not do for Western Kansas at all. 

Q. If you make an agreement with one company, and there are other companies 
want to make an agreement, why should you not do it? If they should pass legislation, 
I do not know whether they will or not, compelling you to do business with other small 
companies in the same or neighbouring states on the same basis on which you are now 
doing that business by agreement with other companies, you would not consider that 
a hardship?—A. I rather think it would make a difference between two men doing 
business, because they are doing it by agreement, but if you go to compel them, then 
you will arouse opposition. Human nature is the same all the world over, you cannot 
fcrece men. 

Q. That may be, but it would not make any difference to the dollars and cents 
end of the business, would it?—A. I think it would make all the difference in the 
world. Under the one system, the agreement, you have control, but under the com- 
pulsory system, a man might use the line for six minutes and only pay for three 
minutes, and he would come pretty near beating you every time for the reason that 
by the time you get up to the legislature or the Railway Commission, or whoever you 
put it in the hands of, it will cost you, ten to one, more than the amount to collect :t, 
and you would therefore have in practice no control over your own business. 

Q. I will go back then, if you make an agreement with Tom, voluntarily, and 
make exactly the same agreement with Dick because you are compelled to, I cannot see 
why it will not be equally favourable to you in both cases under the same circumstan- 
ces?—A. In the one case we make a mutual agreement under which Tom, as you eall 
him, agrees to do certain things, and if he does not do them we will cut him off, that 
is, if he uses obscene language over the telephone we disconnect him, that is common 
to all telephone contracts. ‘ 

Q. It would be a reasonable thing to make provision by regulation, which would 
cover your objections, and which regulation could be enforced?—A. No, in case you 
are compelled to give the connection, it would te a case of an individual up against a 
ecrporation on the matter involving 25 or 50 cents, and we have no rights practically ; 
that is the way I look at it. 

Q. If you are doing business between your trunk line company and a small com- 
pany it would be a case of one incorporated company collecting from another, would 
not that be right?—A. It would be more practical. It is only a question of degree, 
but judging from many of these mutual companies, I do not think there would be any 
difference. 

Q. Why ?—A. Because these companies have no tangible assets back of them. 

Q. Part of the arrangement would be, I should think, that you should be secured 
in some way from the mutual collection of your accounts monthly ?—A. Your idea i: 
that in passing this compulsory legislation the legislature might say that if they got 
the connection they should give bonds securing the connecting companies. 

Q. Yes.—A. Nothing of that kind has ever been attempted that I have seen or’ 
heard of. 

Q. There seems to be no tangible reason why it should not work out?—A. All the 
reason in the world. 


By the Charman: 

Q. It is done between the railway companies?—A. This giving of bonds? 

Q. No, interchange of traffic and physical connection.—A. No, I think. you will 
find that two railroads get together and make this agreement which we have been talk- 
ing about. Under those conditions they interchange cars. 

Q. But they are compelled to by law?—A. I do not know about the Canadian 
law, but they are compelled to accept freight when delivered at their freight sheds, 
that is the law with us. As I understand it, a railway company cannot refuse to ac- 
cept freight, provided it is brought to their freight sheds. 
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Q. But in the case of two railways running across each other at right angles, dy 
law, they must establish a connection ?—A. I do not know what the law is in this coun- | 
try, but physical connection between railways is not compelled in the United States. 

Q. If one company applies for connection, the other must give it?—A. Do you 
mean to say that if you and I own a railroad in Canada we can compel the Canadian 
Pacific Railway to allow us to run our ears over its road? 

Q. If one of the companies make an application to the Railway Commission it 
will be inquired into?—A. Do I have the right to run my trains over the Canadian 
Pacific Railway? 


By Mr. Chrysler: 


@. They exchange cars, they haul them?—A. Under an agreement? 


By Mr. Casgrain: 


Q. But they would have to run in that instance under the rules and on the sche- 
dule of the Canadian Pacific Railway and be hauled by the engines of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway ?—A. All I am asking for, and standing out for, is this, that you people 
should get together ana’ agree on this thing to do business between you. and I want 
to see them do business. I think that is a good thing for the public, a mighty good 
thing for the Bell Telephone Company, and in the interests of that company. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. Where you have to depend upon a mutual agreement the larger company would, 
as a matter of fact, and using a common expression, be ‘ boss’ of the situation?—A. I. 
anybody should be ‘boss’ it would be the larger company, I think. 

Q. In most cases they are?—A. In some cases they are, and in others they are not. 
It is like the minority stockholder. You know he has lawful rights that have to be 
respected. 

Q. So far as the matter of making collections is concerned, all I know is, all the 
evidence that we have had has gone to show that where the larger company and the 
smaller company interchanged business in that way, at the end of the month, or what- 
ever period for settlement is made, there is not much money changes hands, it pretty 
well balances.—A. With reference to the amount of money that is passing, in the bulk 
of these cases where the farmers’ line connects, the amount of money that passes is 
small, because the farmer performs the bulk of the service himself. When he wants 
to talk with his neighbor on the same line he does his own operating, he rings his neigh- 
bour, and he does his own repairing, and it is only the slight switching charge and the 


_ toll on an occasional long-distance message that he sends that he has to pay cash for. 


Q. In the States of Indiana and Ohio, where you do a large amount of business 


-and give connections to a large number of small companies, if the legislatures of 


those states were to pass laws obliging you to give connections to other companies 
with which you do not now connect, you would not go out of business ?—A. I think 
we would probably struggle along, but I think it would be an injury to all hands. I 
think the next thing that would happen would be—we would have to resist it and 
fight against it—would be that a farmer living out twenty miles, say, on our New 
York and Chicago line, would say: ‘It is a hardship to build a line to the nearest 
exchange. Oannot I hitch on to this New York and Chicago wire and I will get 
splendid service ?’ That is what it comes to, and that is what the farmer would like 
to do to-day. He would like to hitch right on to the Bell Telephone Company’s 
through circuit between here and Montreal to save him stringing his wires to the 
nearest exchange. 
Q. There is nothing in the legislation to provide for that ?—A. That is one of 
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the phases of this compulsory connection you would have to look out for. That is 
one thing the farmer wants; he usually wants everything he can get. 


By the Chairman: 
Q. That is unreasonable ?—A. There are a good many things the farmer wants 
that are unreasonable and he cannot get. 


By Mr. Miller : 

Q. It is not supposed that the legislation will give the farmer everything he 
wants ?—A. I have not had much experience in Canada, but he comes pretty near 
to getting what he wants in some of the states of the United States. ; 

Q. I should think it is a matter of doing simple justice between two fellows, 
each of whom wants to get as much as he can ¢—A. I have talked to you, gentlemen, 
freely, just as I have seen it and lived with it. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. When you establish physical connection with a company or with a farmer, 
when a subscriber on your line speaks, it is practically a surrender of your line, is it 
not, for the time being ?—A. For the time he is connected we have to surrender it, 
but if he has got it under an agreement we can cut him off. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Why should you? The farmer has paid for it ?—A. If he is connected up 
under our agreement, and if he is not using it according to our agreement, then we 
can cut him off. | 


By Mr. Casgrain : 


Q. But if you are compelled to connect without any agreement, what then ?—A. 
I think they would arrest our employees if we cut him off. 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. Lawrence Macrartane.—Mr. Chairman, the committee asked recently for ; 
a copy of the agreement made between the Bell Company and Doctors Bascom and 
Forrest. I now hand it in. 


Exhibit No. 178. 


THIS INDENTURE, made the twenty-third day of December, A.D. nineteen hundred 
and two, 


Between 
THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED. 


Hereinafter called ‘ The Bell Company,’ 
of the first part. 
and 


DOCTOR HORACE BASCOM AND DOCTOR FRANK FORREST, 


of the town of Uxbridge, in the county of Ontario, province of Ontario, hereinafter 
called ‘Drs. Bascom and Forrest,’ | 

of the second part. 

Wuereas, Drs. Bacom and Forrest, the parties of the second part, are the owners 

of and are operating a telephone line connecting the office of Dr. Bascom in Uxbridge 

with the villages of Bethesda, Marsh Hill and Victoria Corners, in the township of 
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Reach, and the villages of Roseville and Siloam in the township of Uxbridge, and 
the villages of Leaskdale, in the township of Scott, county of Ontario, in the province 
of Ontario, and have requested the Bell Company to make connection with their 
telephone system in the manner and subject to such terms as hereinafter set forth. 

Now THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH, that in consideration of the stipulations and 
agreements made and entered into by Drs. Bascom and Forrest, as hereinafter set 
forth :— 

The Bell Company agrees as follows, that is to say :— 

1. The Bell Company will erect and maintain during the term of this agreement 
one telephone line on its own poles from its office to the office of Dr. Bascom, in the 
town of Uxbridge, there to connect with the telephone line of Drs. Bascom and For- 
rest, and connections between the lines of the Bell Company and the lines of Drs. 
Bascom and Forrest shall be made at Dr. Bascom’s office as hereinafter provided for. 

2. The Bell Company will supply and install at the office of Dr. Bascom in the 
town of Uxbridge a toll jack and three extension bells, and the Bell Company will! 
maintain the same at their own expense during the term of this contract. 

8. The Bell Company will permit and provide at its office in the town of Uxbridge 
for an interchange of telephone conversations and messages between the telephone 
systems of Drs. Bascom and Forrest and the telephone system of the Bell Company 
under the general rules and regulations of the Bell Company and at the charges here- 
inafter provided for. 

Drs. Bascom & Forrest agree with the Bell Company as follows, that is to say: 

4. That they will maintain their telephone lines and telephone instruments and 
apparatus connected therewith (except the toll jack and extension bells provided for 
in clause two of this,agreement) in good working order at their own expense. 

5. That they will run a second wire on their present poles westerly from Dr. 
Bascom’s office in Uxbridge to the junction of their line running northward to Leask- 
dale, connecting it at that point with the line to Leaskdale, removing the connection 
from the line to Siloam and Roseville. 

6. That they will not extend their lines beyond the limits hereinbefore mentioned 
during the term of this agreement without the consent in writing of the Bell Company. 

7. That they will not, during the term of this agreement, connect their lines with 
the telephone lines of any company, person or persons other than the Bell Company. 
Tkat they will not accept messages or conversations from, or transfer messages or con- 
versations to, the lines of any other telephone company, person or persons. 

That they will not allow any telephone instrument to remain or be connected with 
their lines in the same house, store, office or other premises in which may be located 
the telephone instrument of any other company, person or persons without the con- 
sent in writing of the Bell Company, except in the case of Epsom, where there is 
another private instrument in the same house. 

8. That, except their own business, they will not receive or transmit any messages 
or conversations over their system to or from parties in the village of Uxbridge, but ali 
such business shall be done by the Bell Company on the terms provided for in clause 
nine of this agreement. 

And it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follows, that is to say:— 

9. That the charge for messages and conversations which may be transmitted over 
the lines of both the parties hereto shall be the regular established rates of the Bell 
Company and fifteen cents additional for each message or conversation as a charge 
for the service over Drs. Bascom & Forrest’s system, each party receiving the amount 
of its own tolls. That the charge for business to or from the village of Uxbridge to 
points on Drs. Bascom & Forrest’s system shall be fifteen cents for three minutes and 
a proportionate charge for each additional minute, and that this charge shall be equally 
divided between the Bell Company and Drs. Bascom & Forrest. 

10. That each party of this agreement shall be entitled to charge reasonable mes- 
senger service for the delivery of messages to non-subscribers or for calling non-sub- 
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seribers to the telephone, and no division of this charge shall be made and no commis- 
sion shall be payable on such messenger service. 

11. Neither party shall have the right to transmit business free over the lines of 
the other party. It is agreed, however, that Drs. Bascom & Forrest shall have the right 
to transmit their own business and receive calls from all parts of their system to any 
otker station on their system on their own business without charge. 

12. That all business to and from Drs. Bacom & Forrest’s system shall be checked 
at Uxbridge; that the offices of Bethesda, Marsh Hill, Victoria Corners, Roseville, Siloam 
and Leaskdale on Drs. Bascom & Forrest’s system shall be considered sub-stations of 
the Bell Company’s office at Uxbridge, and that all tolls charged to the above named 
offices shall be remitted promptly on the first day of each month to the agent of the 
Bell Company at Uxbridge. 

13. That regular monthly statements of account shall be furnished by the Bell 
Company to Drs. Bascom and Forrest not later than the fifteenth day of each month, 
together with a remittance of the amount shown to be due them. 

14. It is contemplated that Drs. Bascom & Forrest may extend their line to the 
village of Sandford by the construction of a loop from their existing line to Leaksdale, 
in which case all the provisions of this agreement shall apply to that connection the 
same as to the other connections named herein. 

15. Neither party shall be liable to the other for any error in sending messages or 
for the failure of any conversation whether it be the fault of any operator, agent cr 
other person or from interruptions to the service through any line or instrument being 
out of order or from any other cause. 

16. The Bell Company reserves the right to refuse to allow or accept any calls ur 
business to or from any office or subscriber on Drs. Bascom & Forrest’s system whose 
telephone equipment in the estimation of the Bell Company is not fn proper order to give 
satisfactory service or if Drs. Bascom & Forrest’s line is in such estimation not main- 
tained in an efficient condition to give good talking results. The Bell Company also 
reserves the right to refuse to accept business from any station on Drs. Bascom & For- 
1est’s system that fails to make prompt remittance of the tolls due as provided for in 
els use twelve of this agreement. 

17. This agreement shall not be transferable by either party without the consent 

in writing of the other party hereto. 
18. This agreement shall continue for a term of five years from the first day of 
January, nineteen hundred and three. 

In Witness Whereof the Bell Telephone Company of Canada has caused ‘ts 
corporate seal to be hereunto affixed under the hands of the proper officers thereof, 
and the party hereto of the second part has hereunto set and affixed their hand and 
seal the day and year first above written. 


THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 
The Corporate Seal of the Bell Telephone Com- The Bell Telephone Company of 


pany was hereunto affixed in the presence of: Canada, Ltd. 
Cuas. P. ScuaTEr, C. F. Srsx, 
Secy.-Treas. President. 
(SEAL.) 
Signed, Sealed and Delivered by the party hereto R. F. FORREST, 
of the second part in the presence of :— (SEAL) . 
AppA HARMAN. H. BASCOM. 


- (SEAL) 


q 
P+ 
. 

j 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 953 
APPENDIX No. 1 
THourspay, June 29, 1905. 


The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Mr. Zimmerman in the Chair. 
Mr. A. A. Bruneau, M.P., sworn. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I believe, Mr. Bruneau, you are connected with a telephone system in Quebec. 
Will you kindly give us a statement of the facts with respect to that system, as far ' 
as you are acquainted with them ?—A. Yes. About ten years ago the business men 
in Sorel, being displeased with the Bell Telephone Company, signed an agreement 
with the St. Lawrence Telephone Company to have that company’s plant installed in 
the town. The rates of the Bell Telephone Company were at the time $25 or $30 a 
year, if I remember right, for each instrument. 

Q. Twenty-five dollars for house instruments and $30 for business instruments, 
I presume ?’—A. Yes, if I remember well. We had the promise of the St. Lawrence 
Telephone Company to have a connection with Montreal, and at the request of Mr. 
Beaubien, the manager or the agent of the St. Lawrence Company in Sorel, I wrote 
to Mr. Wainwright, of the Grand Trunk Company, to obtain permission for the St. 
Lawrence Company to place a cable on the Victoria bridge. The answer of Mr. 
Wainwright was, that it was impossible for the Grand Trunk Company to give such 
permission, because the company had a contract with the Bell Telephone Company 
prohibiting it. I gave this letter to Mr. Beaubien in Sorel. * have with me a solemn 
declaration by Mr. Beaubien, who was at the time the agent of the St. Lawrence Com- 
pany, which reads as follows :— 


Exhibit No. 179. 


‘I, J. E. Beaubien, agent, of Sorel, do solemnly declare that in November, 1894, 
Mr. C. F. Beauchemin, the owner of the St. Lawrence.Telephone Company, which 
operates in the counties of Richelieu, Yamaska and Nicolet, tried with our member, 
Mr. A. A. Bruneau, to obtain from Mr. Wainwright, of the Grand Trunk Railway, per- 
mission to pass the St. Lawrence Telephone cable on the Victoria bridge, to be 
connected with the Merchants Telephone Company in Montreal, but was refused by the 
Grand Trunk Railway in a letter written by Mr. Wainwright to our member, Mr. 
Bruneau, on account of a contract they had with the Bell Telephone Company that 
not a single otner telephone company could swing, lay, or pass their wires or cables 
on their bridge (Victoria bridge). 

‘Our engagement towards our customers was to furnish them with free connec- 
tion with the counties Richelieu, Yamaska and Nicolet, also a connection with Mont- 
real at the rate of $15, or two instruments for $25 a year. Owing to not having suc- 


ceeded in getting the permission from the Grand Trunk Railway to pass through 


our wires on Victoria bridge, we lost three-quarters of our customers, as we had over 
80 customers in the city of Sorel, and came down below 15, not including all the other 
customers lost in the other villages in the counties of Yamaska and Nicolet, conse- 
quently the owner, Mr. C. F. Beauchemin, sold his company (St. Lawrence Telephone) 
with loss, otherwise the St. Lawrence Telephone Company would have been one of 
the best paying telephone companies in Canada, except the Bell. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true and 
knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if made under oath and by virtue of 
the Canada Evidence Act, 1893. 
; J. E. BEAUBIEN, 

Agent St. Lawrence Telephone Company. 


Declared before me at Sorel the 25th day of June, 1905. 
N. F. Patenavup, 


J.P.D.R. 
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That is all I know, Mr. Chairman, about this question. 
Q. Do you know whether there has been any further effort made to get a connec- 
tion or permission to cross ?—A. No, I do not know personally. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. That is all you know about the whole thing ?—A. Yes. I remember very well 
that I received such a letter from Mr. Wainwright. 


By Mr. Geoffrion: 
Q. The answer of Mr. Wainwright, if I understand aright, was that according to 
their contract with the Bell Telephone Company, they could not give permission to 
any other company to cross over {—A. Yes. 


Witness discharged. 


Dr. Cash, M.P., was called and made affirmation. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. I understand you have some evidence, Dr. Cash, that you wish to give before 
this committee. You might simply state in as concise a way as possible tne facts 
which you desire to submit to us.—A. I would rather be questioned. I have nothing 
special to state. This is not a voluntary appearance on my part, I was asked to 
come. 

Q. What company are you connected with, or are you connected with any com- 
pany ?—A. Yes, with the Yorkton Telephone Company. _ 

Q. The Yorkton Telephone Company ?—A. I think that is the name. 

Q. In what capacity are you connected with the company ?—A. I am a stock- 
holder. 

The CHAaiIRMAN.—Perhaps Mr. Geoffrion will question this witness, being possibly 
more competent to do so than I am. 

The Wirness.—You have some evidence, I think, from the precedent of the com- 
pany or the manager, Mr. Thomas Paul at ioni-tows I think the way my name same 
to be connected with this matter was through the evidence of Mr. Thomas Paul, the 
manager of the Yorkton Telephone Company. 

Q. I do not think we had any evidence.—A. Yes, I can show it to you. 

Q. We had a letter, No. 32, page 50, of Appendix A. Will you give us a statement 
of the cost of operating and the cost of installing the plant at Yorkton?—A. I cannot 
give you that, you have that from Mr. Paul. 

Q. We have that on record @—A. You have that. This is a copy of the letter 
which ine sent to the Postmaster General upon request. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 
Q. Did you offer to come here yourself, Dr. Cash, or were you asked to come by 
the committee ?—A. I was asked by the committee. 
Q. Do I understand that you can give us any more information than we had from 
Mr. Paul ?—A. I think not. The only evidence that I could give would be corrobora- 
tive of Mr. Paul’s letter. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. There is only one company at Yorkton ?—A. There is only one company. 

Q. How many *pnones have you there ?—A. I should think about 150. 

Q. What is the population of Yorkton ?—A. The population of Yorkton is about 
1,200. We have country ’pnones as well. 

Q. You have country ‘phones also ?—A. I think they have somewhere in'‘the 
neighbourhood of 150 miles of wire. 
Dr. CASH, M.P. 
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Q. And have you many ’phones on the country lines ?—A. I think there are two 
lines, about 60 miles each, that would average about 30 or 40 ’phones each. 

Q. About 80 or 40 ’phones ?—A. For each line. 

Q. About one to every mile and a half ?—A. Yes, something like that. 

Q. I do not know that we need question you any Picinee Mr. Cash. You simply 
eorroborate the information contained in Mr. Paul’s letter 2A. Yes. 


Witness discharged. 
Committee adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, July 12, 1905. 
The Committee met at 11 o’clock, Mr. Zimmerman in the chair. 
Mr. Epwarp M. TROWERN, of Toronto, sworn. 
The CHairnman.—Mr. Trowern, we will be glad if you will state your case. 
By Mr. Maclean : 


| Q. Whom do you represent, Mr. Trowern?—A. The Retail Merchants’ Associa- 
tion of Canada; I am secretary of it. 
Q. With headquarters where?—A. In Toronto. 
Q. How long have you been organized?—A. About six years. 


By the Chairman : 


| Q. What is the membership of your association’—A. Over 5,000. 
. Q. Over 5,000?—A. In Ontario alone. 

Q. In Ontario alone over 5,000?—A. Yes. 

Q. What particular evidence do you wish to give, Mr. Trowern?—A. Well, the 
. principal evidence that I would like to lay before the committee is that the retail mer- 
| chants are in this peculiar position, that while they can reach the wholesale houses and 
manufacturers, the manufacturers and wholesalers having ’phones, they are in the 
unfortunate position that they cannot reach their customers, because so few of thou 
: have got telephones. That is a real grievance. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


; Q. In other words, you are complaining of the high rates?—A. That is exactly 
_. what it is, the rates are so high. Now, if you take a butcher, or a grocer, or a fruit 
! man, they are very necessary in the home. A woman with five or six children and not 
| able to go out, probably she should be able to reach the grocer or the butcher or the 
baker with the telephone. That is what we think, and under present conditions she 
cannot do that, simply because the rates are too high. 
Q. Can you give us some instances of what you consider too high rates?—A. Well, 
all we can do with regard to that is—just let me explain to the committee in my own 
way how we reached up to it. Some two years ago the Bell Company asked our drug- 
gists to put into their stores slot machines, and they notified us that if any of our cus- 
tomers were to use our telephones that they would take our telephones out, and in 
future they were going to adopt the slot machines. Well, we met together and opposed 
that altogether, because the difficulty, the chief difficulty, was that with the slot 
machine the merchants would in nine cases out of ten have to pay the amount. Ifa 
good customer comes into your store and asks, ‘Can I use the ’phone?’, well a maa 
does not want to say, ‘ Yes, but it will cost you five cents.’ If he is a good customer 
you will say, ‘ Certainly, and pay the five cents yourself, or whatever they may charge. 
We feel also that when we pay for the machine we should have the right to allow who- 
ever wanted to use it, and we would have sense enough not to have it used all the time, 
because we would want to get our own business over it. 
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Q. Was this proposed rule of the Bell Company applied only to one place or to all 

the druggists in your association?—A. To all the druggists in our association. 
Q. No matter where situated?—A. No matter where situated. We opposed that 
and out of that committee we appointed another one from the general executive board 
that is from all classes of merchants, to look into the telephone system as far as we 
could. . 
Q. Yes?—A. And we got rates from various places and we got a proposition laid 
in front of us, when the agitation was on, that we could have ’phones put into our 
houses at $6 a year and a cent a call up to $18. That would be the flat rate, the maxi- 
mum, and pay $36 in business places which would also be the maximum. In the one 
case we would pay $6 and one cent for every time it was used but would not go beyond 
the $18, or in the other case $36. 

Q. Where was that applied? In any town or city in Canada?—A. That company 
came to us. 

Q. What company ?—A. The Stark Company. 

Q. Oh, well, you did not say that?—A. They came to us and made us that offer. 
Well the committee felt that as the matter was largely an experiment they would wait 
until it got into operation and we have been waiting. Last week they called us out. 
We went out to the Junction where the telephone is in operation and went through the 
establishment and we were perfectly satisfied with the testimony we got from the mer- 
chants using their phones and our own observation that the new ’phone system is work- 
ing splendidly, but the difficulty that we have to contend with in Toronto is, we went 
before our Board of Control in Toronto to ask them to, if possible, adopt that or any 
system that would give us those rates, and we were immediately told that being a local 
service, it would not operate well, because we could not get long-distance service with 
outside places. The way that we thought of getting over that was in this manner: 
That the Government should own the poles and everything else in connection with long- 
distance and fit them up for half a dozen companies if necessary. We all unanimously 
thought that was the best thing—it is only a suggestion of ours. 

Q. Yes, do you say that is the opinion of the executive of the Retail Merchantz' 
Association ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Representing 5,000 members?’—A. 5,000 members in the province. 

Q. The province of Ontario?—A. Yes. 

Q. That the government should own the trunk lines and give facilities to as many 
companies as needed them ?—A. That is our view of it. 


By the Chairman: 


Q Has your association passed any resolutions of any kind?—A. Oh yes, we have. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Have you a copy of those resolutions with you?—A. I did not bring them with 
me, I could send them. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. When was it passed?—A. We passed it when we took this matter up first; 
when the Bell people wanted to hold our druggists up over the slot machines. We 
appointed a telephone committee, and I am sorry to tell you that Mr. Gibbard, who is 
our chairman of that committee, had to undergo an operation on his eyesight to-day 
with the doctor or he would have been here. 

Q. That was about two years ago; you have not had any resolutions since?—A. 
Well, there was no—— 

Q. I mean you have not passed any resolution embodying these grievances since? 
—A. Well, we embodied them all in those resolutions. 
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Q. In those resolutions?—A. Yes, and we were waiting, you understand, for the 
two years in order to see what developments were taking place with this company. That 
is the only company who made us an offer. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. For a good many years you have held your position now?—A.’ Yes, ever since— 

Q. It is a big association?—A. Yes. 

Q. And it is doing a great deal for the interests of the retailers?—A. Yes. 

Q. Of Ontario?—A. Yes. 

Q. And you say, after all your experience and conversation with the members of 
your association, that they, the members, regard cheap telephones as a great adjunct 
to their trade?—A. Oh, yes. 

Q. And a great convenience to their customers?—A. Yes. 

Q. And they would like to see some provision made whereby telephones could be 
had cheaper?—A. Yes. . Now, I might make another statement just in order to show 
you the necessity of it. You take a grocer who is dealing with a person, say 12 or 15 
miles out in the country, and he wants to get butter or he wants to get an extra supply 
of milk. Some of these grocers handle milk, and the great difficulty they find is in not 
being able to reach one of their customers. They want to tell that man, not write to 
him, but be able to ’phone him, ‘ Send me down this afternoon so many gallons of milk, 
or so many pounds of butter,’ and in that way it would be better for the farmer and 
better for the merchant. But the price we have to pay at the present time almost pro- 
hibits that. 

Q. And you investigated whether there was any better telephone arrangements in 
other places outside of Canada bearing on the point you have raised?—A. Well, I have 
not found anything better than we have got at the present time. 

Q. You have not investigated the condition of affairs in the western states on that 
point?—A. No, I have not gone into that. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. The Stark Company, to which you referred, it is only in Toronto?—A. Weii, 
you mean the offer that was made? 

Q. Yes?—A. No, they made that same offer to Brantford and they made that same 
offer to Ottawa here, and a number of other places, and when the matter came up, of 
course my being the secretary they sent for me out to these points, and I got the 
opinions, of course, of the merchants out there. ‘ 

Q. Are you doing business in any other town?—A. In these other places they 
appointed committees to ask the council to do nothing until they found out how thie 
new ’phone developed, or rather how the Stark Company developed. Being business 
men they did not want to commit themselves to anything until they saw how it worked 
out. 

Q. You say you appointed a committee, or at least the Retailers’ Association, to 
look into the telephone matter?—A. Yes. 

Q. Did that committee make a report?—A. Well, I stated we had this offer made 
to us, and at our meeting we decided—we had a number of meetings, of course—that 
we would take no action until we saw how this company—it was the Stark Company 
made us the offer—how it worked out, and it was only last week that they told us they 
were ready for us to go out and look the matter over. So we have not put ovr report in 
since going out there. 

Q. Have you had any negotiations with the Bell Company ?—A. Well, no. 

Q. In reference to the lowering of the rates?—A. No, we have not had any nego- 
tiations with them because the difficulty with them, as far as we can see and find out, 
is that the tendency has been to increase the rate from $45, on the old Blake transmitter 
that we had, up to $50. A large number of complaints have been made by our mer- 
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chants in Toronto, where they have been asked constantly to take out these old machines 
and put a new machine in. I know myself I strongly objected, because I found that 
the Bell people were charging any one who would ring me up from the outside. They 
would always ring me up at my office on my Blake ’phone, and they would tell me that 
Mr. Jones or Mr. Smith wanted to speak to me, but if I wanted to speak to Smith or 
Jones they would tell me. ‘ You have got an old-style ’phone, and you have got to come 
down to the long-distance telephone to talk to Smith or Jones.’ Well, it struck me if 
Jones could talk into my telephone, I ought to be able to talk to him on it also. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
. Q. And you say the company compelled you to get a Blake transmitter in?—A. 
They forced me. I was in the position that I had to put my Blake ’phone out, I think 
last month or the month before, and take the long-distance, because I did not want to 
be tramping over to the head office on Temperance street. 


By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. Is there any difference in the service given by the old Blake system and that 
given by the new? Is it not any better? Can you hear any better?—A. If anything, 
I would prefer my old Blake ’phone to the other one. There is some sort of rattling 
noise in it now that I did not hear in the other one. 

Q. Do you mean to say that they refused to let you talk directly ?—A. Yes. 

Q. To any one you wanted from your own place of business?—A. Yes. 

Q. On the Blake transmitter they would not allow you to do so, but only on the 
new one?’—A. Oh, certainly, I can talk to any one on my new ’phone. 

Q. But if you wanted to talk to any one outside of Toronto, you would have to go 
down to the central?—A. Yes. 

Q. There is no question about that?—A. No question at all. . 

Q. Have other people had the same trouble with your knowledge?—A. Well, I could 
not tell you that, I can only speak for my ’phone. I know that the men employed in 
the office would all have to do that, and they made such a fuss I had the old one taken 
‘ out. They did not want to be running over to the central all the time. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. How long ago is this?—A. £ think, a couple of months. 

Q. A eouple of months ago?—A. Yes. 

Q. And what was the reason assigned for asking you to put in another transmitter ? 
—A. That I had the old-style ’phone, and that it was not a long-distance service, and 
that if I wanted to speak to any one on the outside, I would have to have it. 


By Mr. Johnston (Cape Breton) : 


Q. What do you mean by the outside?—A. Other cities and towns. 

Q. You answered Mr. Lewis a few minutes ago that if you wanted to speak to 
North Toronto, for instance?—A. That is outside of Toronto. 

Q. You have to leave your office and go to the head office on Temperance street ?— 
A. Yes. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. That suggestion was made for the betterment of your service, was it not, so that 
you could speak with better facility’—A. Well, the objection I take to it is that if they. 
had told me that I could not receive any message from outside towns at all over my 
‘phone I would not have minded. But when my men on the outside or merchants on 
the outside ’phone into me they would charge them at the other end to talk to me, and 
then give me the account and make me pay for it, or they would pay for it. Then 
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when the thing was reversed and you could not converse at one end although you could 
at the other, it struck me as a very funny proceeding. 

Q. Did you ever have that explained to you?—A. I do not know that I have had. 

Q. Did you ever discuss it with the Bell Telephone Company’s manager?—A. Only 
over the phone. 

Q. That is, you made objection over the phone?—A. Yes, over the ’phone, and they 
told me that I would have to have a long-distance ’phone if I wanted to do any ’phoning 
to outside points. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. You finally surrendered and paid the $5 extra?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. You understood the reason, did you not, before you paid the $5?—A. Oh, I 
understood their reason. 

Q. Their reason was not solely that they wanted you to pay the $5, was it, as far 
as given to you?—A. I should say so. Yes, as far as I could find out, and I think Mr. 
Moyer, who is here, will give the same testimony, that the old ’phone gave us just as 
good a service, in fact, if anything I would sooner have the service over the old ’phone 
than over the new one. 

Q. Do you understand the technical operation of telephony ?—A. No. 

Q. So that you do not know any scientific reason if there was any?—A. Oh, I have 
just heard that it costs less to make this than it does the other one and the old ’phone 
cost more money to keep in operation but when we were guaranteed that service it 
strikes me that the Bell telephone people should give me that service. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Was there not another reason for it? When you got this Blake transmitter for 
how long a period did you sign the contract ?—A. Well, I did that some years ago. 

Q. But when you agreed to put in a Blake in the place of the others?—A. The 
Blake is the old one. 7 

Q. I know that, but when you put the long-distance in to take the place of the 
Blake, what sort of contract did you sign as to the time? Was it for one, two or three 
years?—A. Well now, I have that contract but I would not like to say. I am inclined 
to think that it was three years. 

Q. The real object of it to my mind is to get a new contract with the customer ?— 
A. For three years. 

Q. There was a yearly contract up to that date and the new one was for three years, 
and it therefore helped the company to entrench its position?—A. Yes. 


a By Mr. Boyce: i. 


Q. That is a suggestion, is it a fact?—A. I can say this: that complaint 

Q. I mean in your particular case?—A. In my particular case I would not like to 
say whether my contract is three years or one, but I will look it up when I go back. 

Q. When you say you thought that was the idea it certainly was not the idea in 
your case?—A. No, I would not like to say in my case, but I think—at least complaints 
have come into the office that that is what they are doing it for, making them sign a 
three years’ contract. 


By Mr. A. Johnston: 


Q. What is your ground for that assumption, for it is merely an assumption ?—A. 


Oh no, it is not an assumption. 
Q. Do you know it as a matter of fact?—A. I know it as a matter of fact. In our 


office complaints of that kind are centered there. 
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Q. How is it you can explain what happened in connection with other people and 
do not know it in connection with your own particular case?—A. Well, I signed that 
contract and I think the reason that I might give you is this: When the contract was 
laid down to me I said: ‘Is that a three year or a one year contract,’ and I am inclined 
to think, I won’t be positive in the matter, but I am inclined to think they said ‘a one 
year contract.’ You must remember that we have been opposing this thing, this three 
year term, not only to the Bell people but before our city council. The Bell Company 
wanted to pay $20,000 to the city if they would give them an exclusive franchise, and 
we were objecting to it. We were certainly justified in objecting to it, for they were 
simply robbing the subscribers. 

Q. But ordinarily would you not think that a person who was strenuously object- 
ing to a certain contract (—A. Yes. 

Q. When he goes to sign that contract would have a fair idea as to what that con- 
tract is?—A, I have a very clear idea as to what it is, but when they want me to 
swear positively that it is a three year or one year contract, I want to look at my con- 
tract. J am almost certain that it is a year, but I would not like to swear to it until 
J refer to the contract itself. I will get it when I go back to my office. 

(. These have been provisions of the Bell Telephone Company for the last two or 
three years?—A. Yes. 

@. During that time resolutions have been passed by your retailers association 2— 
A. Yes. 

Q. With reference to alleged grievances? Have you at any time, by sub-com- 
mittee of the retailers association or in any other manner, met the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Or any of its managers and discussed them ?—A. Yes. 

Q. On what occasions did you do that?—A. As soon as the matter was first stirred 
up by the Bell Company wanting the druggists to put in slot machines. 

Q. Yes?—A. We appointed a committee and we waited on the managers. 

Q. Was it partly with regard to slot machines?—A. Partly with regard to the slot 
machines. 

Q. You did not discuss this other grievance about the transmitter ?2—A. No. 

Q. And what was the result of your discussion as to the slot machine?—A. Well 
a very long conversation with Mr. Dunstan, explaining the advantage from his stand- 
point that the druggist is going to have by adopting the slot machine. 

Q. Do you see anything unreasonable in the position of the company with regard 
to the use of your telephone by outside people?—A. Well, you must remember that 
they made a stipulation that no one but the merchants should use the ’phone. 

Q. Is that unreasonable, in your opinion?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then how far would you go with regard to the use of your telephone?—A. I 
would leave that entirely to the judgment of the man who pays for it. If there was a 
good customer of mine and he said ‘ Can I use your ’phone,’ I think, as I am keeping 
that phone in my place and paying for it, I have a right to say whether that man shall 
use it or not. 

Q. You are not looking at it with reference to the company’s position, having re- 
gard to the probable number of calls that that telephone would have for the rate charged, 
you are not looking at it from that point of view?—A. I am just looking at it from the 
standpoint of the merchant who has contracted for the phone and wants the service. 

Q. That is your opinion on the whole thing?—A. Yes. 

Q. That merchant does not make a contract with anybody else? He merely makes 
a contract for the use of the ’phone by himself?—A. Yes. 

Q. There is absolutely nothing in this contract to indicate that the *phone is to be 
open for any other than personal service?—A. If there was anything put in the con- 
tract that no one could use the ’phone but the merchant, the ’phones of half of the retail 
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merchants would be thrown out, because we would not stand for it, and will not stand 
for it. 
@. What is the evidence in support of that?—A. Because, in the first place, if a 
man makes a contract for a ’phone and he wants to speak over it, and there is no time 
limit, there is no contract made that you shall only use it so many times a day. We 
should be allowed to use it for any purpose desired. 

Q. Yes?—A. And as long as we have that in our contract we want the company or 
whoever it is to live up to it. Had the Bell Company reversed the position and said: 
‘We will charge you so much for installing that ’*phone and so much per call’? and we 
agreed to that that would be then business. But to make a contract with us and to 
have our ’phones put in and have nothing in the contract and then come along after- 
wards and tell us ‘you must not do this or that or something else,’ you or no one else 
would stand for it and we will not stand for it. 

Q. I would have to abide by the contract?—A. Oh yes, we want to live by the con- 
tract, but not by that additional clause that they wanted to insert. We were told dis- 
tinctly by Mr. Dunstan he would prefer very much to deal with us individually and 
he did not want to deal with us as a body. That is the reason we have taken it up as a 
body. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. Do you think the contract between you and the Bell Company should includ; 
your neighbours or anybody to whom you choose to give permission?—A. If the Bell 
Company did not stipulate that a neighbour next door should not use it, yes. 

Q. But the contract is with you, and you are the lessee of that telephone and you 
have no right to sublet it?—A. If you ‘went by the strict letter of the law that might 
be true, but if you take it as it is and deal with a man who pays for a ’phone and has got 
25 clerks, everyone of those clerks had a perfect right to use the ’phone and the Bell 


people themselves do not say you must not. 


Q. There was never any objection by the Bell Telephone Company to your clerks 
or your family using the ’phone?—A. No. 

Q. It was the outside public who were strangers to the contract that they objected 
to using their ’phones?—A. Yes, and I consider that by the rate we pay we think we are 
entitled to the full use of that ’phone either for our friends or ourselves. 

Q. At that rate one telephone would do for the whole street, would it not, and the 
interest of the company would suffer in consequence. Is that your idea?—A. Well, even 
if it did, the company would soon look after themselves. 

Q. Is that your idea?—A. If the company did not make any provision in the cou- 
tract at the time I signed it, yes. 

Q. Was that the position of the retailers association 2—A. Yes. 

Q. They came to that conclusion?—A. Yes. 

Q. That there should be no restriction as to who should use the ’phone?—A. Yes, 


if nothing is put in the contract. 
Q. And is that on record in the Retail Merchants’ Association?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Do you keep a store?—A. Yes, I am an old retail merchant. 

Q. In a store where there are 25 clerks it is very well understood that the merchant 
and all the clerks can have access to the telephone?—A. Yes. 

Q. Supposing there is a customer who comes in and says, ‘I want to use the tele- 
phone,’ can that not be done to-day ?—A. Oh, yes, but if they do not want that customer 
to use the telephone that merchant can tell him so. 

Q. But, as a matter of fact, because it is done in Montreal, do not the customers 
of a store who have a telephone in their office or private residence use the ’phone ?—A. 


Yes. 
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By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. On that point I would just like to interject this: That it is an abuse that the 
company ought to be protected against—the indiscriminate use of their ’phones. But 
there is a thing which really protects the company, and that. is this: If you as a grocer 
or business man allow people to come in and use your ’phone you are losing business I 
A. Yes. 

~ Q. Somebody is going to call you up to give an order and you lose that order. The 
rule at my office is that any employee who uses the ’phone for his own private needs is 
limiting my business, and he must only use it in necessary cases. We do a large busi- 
ness with the telephone, and have got, I think, ten connections in the office, and any 
unnecessary use of a telephone by an employee or by a customer who happens to come 
in is damaging the business because we get a lot of our news over the ’phone. Thus, 
the person using the telephone is using it to the disadvantage of the Bell Telephone 
Company, and also to my disadvantage?—A. That is why I say if that matter is left to 
the judgment of-the merchant he will soon regulate it himself. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. Let us understand one another. I understand from the answer you gave a 
moment ago that you think it is perfectly correct for customers to use a telephone. I 
suppose if a man on the street ran into the store and said, ‘I want to use your tele- 
phone,’ you would permit him? Do you think it is proper that you should let a person 
from the street go and use the telephone? —A. No, I do not think that it is a right 

“thing to allow the telephones to be indiscriminately used by anybody who is passing on 


the street. I certainly do not think so for the simple reason that if you did that you | 


would be carrying out what Mr. Maclean said, and you would have the phone in use 
all the time. 

Q. But as a matter of fact, I have not seen the contracts, but I want to know is it 
thought right that the merchants should let any person from the street come in and use 
the telephone, that telephone being the private property of the company and of the man 
who pays for it?—A. Yes, if it is not specified in the contract. That was the point I 
was trying to make a moment ago; they do not put that in the contract, but they come 
to us afterwards and try to make it a part of the contract. If that were put in the 
contract, specifically stated, of course we would know what we were doing. 

Q. Do you mean to say that if it was specified in the contract it would make any 
difference, and you would not subscribe or deal with the company? Is that what you 


mean ?—A. If they intended not to allow any customer to use the ’phone and to harness. 


us up to that, we certainly would not accept. We think now that we are paying too 
large a price for the use that we have of the ’phone. 

Q. But they do not harness you from the fact that they do not forbid your custom- 
ers? It is understood customers have the right to use it, and do use it. Now, the thing 
I am asking you is if the company did put it in the contract not to let people passing 
on the street use the ’phones, would you not deal with them?—A. We would certainly 
want the telephone at a lower rate than we are paying now. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. You think the price you are paying now gives you the right?—A. That is 
exactly the position. 


By Mr. Lewrs : 


Q. I would like to get explained a matter in reference to the difference in the tele- 
phone. There is a Blake transmitter and there is a horn telephone for long-distance 
that you ring the bell. Is that the one they ask $5 extra for or is it the one that works 


automatically when you take the receiver off the hook?—A. The one I have is the one ~ 


that you take the receiver off the hook. 
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Q. Is that the one they are asking the extra $5 for?—aA. Yes, 


Q. Not the long-distance horn?—A. It is the long-distance one where you tak. 
the receiver off the hook. 


By Mr, Lafleur: 


Q. Our experience in Montreal is that we have received messages from subscribers, 
retail merchants, who would tell us ‘ for heaven’s sake cut this person off. This person 
has been at our telephone for 35 minutes.’ It is naturally a matter of delicacy and 
difficulty for the retailer to turn his customer away if he be a regular customer from 
the store. But this shows the extent to which this abuse is carried ?—A. Still for one 
person who does that it would not be right to take the privilege away from the re- 
tailer. 

Q. I understand you are arguing not in favour of the general public but for your 
own customers?—A. We are more interested in the public than any other class, because 
we want to give the woman ‘with five or six children, who cannot get out in the morning, 
an opportunity so that she can ’phone to the store for what she needs. 

Q. You are interested in the public who are your customers or who may become 
your customers? Those are the ones to whom you want to extend the privileges of 
*phoning?’—A. They are the largest part of the publie. 

Q. The contracts you have referred to are in the ordinary form?—A. Yes. 

Q. There is no special contract?—A. No. 

Q. Have you received a copy of a contract to be found at page 481 of the records 
of the Committee: ‘The service furnished hereunder is for the exclusive use of a sub- 
scriber, his employees, and members of the family. He shall not extend the use of his 
telephone to other individuals except his servants upon his business; nor shall it be 
used for any tolls or consideration to be paid by any person other than the subscriber ?— 
‘A. Is that part of the contract? 

Q. That is part of the contract?—A. Of course I want to see my contract first. 

Q. Will you file your contract?—A. Yes I will. 

Q. Assuming your contract is in the ordinary form of the Bell contract that clearly 
prohibits the use of your telephone by anybody but your own employees and your 
family ?—A. If that is in it, yes. 

Q. There is no ambiguity about that?—A. No. 


\ 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. You have never examined the contract sufficiently carefully to enable you to 

‘say /—A. No I have not, I admit that. 
: Q. Then you will admit it was not a matter of serious discontent with yourself or 
those associated with you?—A. I never thought it was a serious thing because we have 
made up our minds in Toronto, I may as well be frank with you on this point, that we 
think it is advisable to have a competitive system in that city. 

Q. You are representing your organization?—A. Yes. 

Q. You are here as secretary of your association?—A. Yes. 

Q. You say your association has been resisting the contract of the Bell Telephone 
Company, and you come before this committee and you do not know really what that 
contract states that you are resisting? Is that not a fact?—A. No, it is not the fact. 

Q. I think it is dangerously near it?—A. We have been resisting the prices we have 
been paying, although paying it. 

: Q. You have been resisting the contract, as I understand it?—A. No, how can 
we help ourselves? They have got us any way. There is only one company in Toronto 
and I told them to send ‘their contract in and I accepted it. This is the point I make 


*phone and if I did now sign the contract I could not have it. That is the unfortucate 
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~ ‘now: It is of very little difference whether you sign a contract or not. JI wanted the 


: position we are in in Toronto. 
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By Mr. Maclean: } 
Q. What you want is a phone under better conditions?—A. We want the ’phone 


‘under better conditions. 
Q. If possible?—A. If possible at lower rates than we are now paying. 


By Mr. Boyce: 
Q. Are you a member of any telephone company ?—A. No, sir. 


By the Chairman: 

Q. To show the importance of your having ’phones, perhaps you could give us an 
idea of the number of branches you have throughout the various cities and towns in 
Ontario’/—A. We have got 81 branches in Ontario. ° 
Q. You have got 81 branches in Ontario?—A. Yes. 

Q. With a membership of 5,000 2—A. With a membership of 5,000. 

 Q. The members of most of ‘these branches, I presume, have telephones, have they ? 


eA eoNiCK, 


Witness discharged. 


Mr. J. A. Beaupry, secretary of the Federation of the Retail Dealers of the City 
of Montreal, sworn: ; 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Whom do you represent?—A. The Federation of the Retail Dealers of the City 


of Montreal. 
Q. How many do they number?—A. We have one thousand merchants in the City 


of Montreal. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Have they any members in the province?—A. No, only in the city of Montreal. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. What is the special evidence you wish to give before the committee?—A. The 
principal evidence we wish to give is as to the feeling of the retail merchants on account 
of the telephones. It has been discussed many times, and they want a service that will 
cost them ess money—not so much less money as to get a larger number of connections 
with their customers. They have now to employ men to take orders. When there is a 
telephone in the customer’s private house, it is simple enough then tu ring them over 
the telephone. At the present time private families are paying $35. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. How much does it cost private families ¢—A. $35. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. What do you think it ought to be?—A. It is a matter that ought to be discussed. 
We have a company that charges a less price, but we cannot get a long-distance con- 
nection with it. 

Q. What are your views as to the long-distance ?—A. As the telephone is now get- 
ting on to be a necessity and not a matter of luxury, as we used to call it, we think that 
the government should make some provision that the people of the country would be 
given easier connection over the phones. 
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Q. Long-distance telephones?—A. Long-distance telephones, yes. As it was sug- 
- gested that if the government owned the long-distance ’phones and gave to just as many 
companies as they liked the privilege to use long-distance connection, I know that we 
could in the cities have local services which would give satisfaction, and this at a 
- cheaper rate. . 
oy Q. You have two companies in Montreal?—A. Yes, we have the Bell and we have 
also the Merchants’ Telephone Company. 
Q. The Merchants’ gives a cheaper rate than the Bell Company:—A. Yes, $25, I 
think, in business places. I know that was the price last year. 
Q. Do you contend that they are not so good?—A. They have not got so many 
subscribers, because they cannot get long-distance connection. It is a local affair ; 
however, they have been carrying on business for five or six years. 


By Mr. Miller : 

Q. The other local company that you have in Montreal you say gives a service not 
so good as the Bell Company, because they have not so many subscribers. But can you 
hear just as distinctly? Is the instrument as good as the Bell?—A. A great many mer- 
chants are using the other, and I never heard of any complaint. 

Q. Do you consider the service is just as good as it is for the Bell, with this excep- 
tion, that they have not as many subscribers and no long-distance connection’—A. The 

~ question is a very hard one for me to answer. I cannot tell you if one line is better 
organized than the other. ‘ 

Q. Have you frequently talked over the Merchants’ line?—A. Very often. 

Q. Was it perfectly satisfactory ?—A. I was satisfied with the service. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Then your idea is that you should have a cheaper ’phone and connection with 
the long-distance 7—A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any ideas as to how the long-distance should be operated; by the gov- 
ernment, or that some arrangement should be made with the present companies ?—A. 
All that is wanted is that a cheaper long-distance service be organized for the people 
of the country and for the merchants. That is what we want. In fact, the position 

- we are in now is to make use of the Bell Company or have no long-distance telephone 
at all. 

Q. The Bell telephone gives a satisfactory service in the city of Montreal?—A. Yes, 

Q. You think the rates are too high?—A. Well, I do not say that we believe the 
rates are too high for the merchants. I say the opinion of the retail merchants is this: 
Tf the rate was lower the customers would have the telephones in their houses, and th’: 
would be of the greatest usefulness for the merchants. At the present time customers 
and private families are not making use of the ’phones because they are too expensive, 

_ and the results are that the retail merchants cannot easily reach their customers. - 

Q. Is there any other special evidence that you wish to give?—A. There is some- 
thing concerning the slot machines. There is a serious complaint. It seems to be, 
for instance take a merchant who is out on the street: He has to use a slot machine 
and put in five cents, even if he is a subscriber, and I do not see why he cannot reach 
his own ’phone. The complaint is that when he makes use of the slot machine, someone 
will answer his call and he has to pay his five cents, and the party he wants may not be 
there. He will have to ring five minutes later and then be compelled to pay another five 
cents, and in this way a subscriber is compelled to pay the value of another service 
on the street. Many merchants are going from one place to another and they have to 
speak with their places of business quite often during the day. 

Q. You say you are charged double rates if you do not get the customer the first 
time you ring?—A. I do not think T made myself clear enough. My statement is this: 
suppose I am a subseriber and that I have three telephones in my office. Suppose that 
T am out on business and want to telephone to my office and I go into one place where 
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they use a slot machine. I have to go somewhere and if I am not known to the mer- 
chant he says, there is the slot machine. I am not going to ask him to let me use his 
private telephone. I must use the slot machine, consequently central tells me, ‘ Drop 
your money.’ I drop in my nickel and if the party I want happens not to be there I 
have paid my five cents for nothing. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. That is not the way the slot machine works, is it? Do you pay whether you 
get connection 'with the person or not?—A. I say this, we pay five cents to get a con- 
nection. When we get no connection we do not pay. But suppose I get the connection 
and the right party is not there. I have paid and if I want to reach him later I have 
to pay five cents again. - 

Q. But do you not ask for that party and when ycu have got that party on the 
phone central tells you, ‘ Put your nickel in the slot’??—A. I tell you this, as a matter 
of fact, that the central does not ask anyone for the name of the party. My telephone 
number is East 3333 and if I am out I ask for this number, central will tell me when she 
gets an answer from 3333, ‘Drop your money.’ She will not ask me for the name of th2 
party that I want. 

Q. But if you ask central for Mr. Jones at East 3333 she gives you him. Asa 
matter of fact does it not depend upon your own vigilance?—A. That can be done, 
probably, but as a matter of fact, I am speaking the fact here, and it is done as I say. 

Q. If you want to, you can get that person or not get that person without paying 
any money ?—A. I do not say we could not do it. | 

Q. It depends upon yourself, does it not?—A. It depends upon ‘ central,’ because 
‘central’ should ask you for the name. She asks you to put in the money and she 
knows the fact or the company should give her instructions. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Well, I understand from the Bell Company that you go to a slot machine and 
vall up an office and want to speak to an individual and if the individual is not there 
central will tell you so and you pay nothing, but if the individual is there and you wish 
to speak you put the five cents in the slot and get the connection; that is as I under- 
gtand the question ?—A. I know it can be done, but as a matter of fact it is never done 
end I have experienced the fact myself very often. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. You said your association was in favour of obtaining another telephone line ?— 
vA. Yes, sir. I said that was the feeling of our members. 

Q. They would rather have two, three, four or five companies operating in the same 
field?—A. They do not care so much about having so many companies if they could 
have the rates so fixed that telephones would be subscribed for by a larger number of 
private families. They would be satisfied. They believe that if there was more than 
one company the rate would be cheaper, and that is their feeling. 

Q. Yes, and three or four would be cheaper still?—A. Probably it would. 

' Q. The retailers would prefer that state of affairs?—A. If it was going to bring 
about this result I think they would. 

Q. If there were in Montreal three or four telephone companies in operation, have 
your merchants ever considered the position they would be in? They would have to 
have each of those companies in their office in order to reach their customers. One 
would have the Merchants, and another the Bell and another the Consumers’ company? 
—A. That is in existence aready, and fhe merchalnts, a great many of them have 
adopted the system of the two companies. | ; 

Q. Do they regard that as a lowering of the price of the service?—A. No. As @ 
matter of fact it is making it more expensive. But you must look at this fact. The 
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merchants are reaching with the Merchants telephone a class of people that they cannot 
reach with the Bell Company, because this one is too expensive, so they do have to pay 
ttwo rates but they also reach a large number of people that they would not reach other- 


- twise. 


Q. Does it not follow, however, that by virtue of having two companies they are 
paying a higher rate than if they had one ¢*—A. If we had only one company we would 
reach only the one company’s subscribers. 

Q. You are paying a higher rate?—A. But the merchants are reaching two classes 
of people. 

Q. I quite appreciate that, but the truth is the net result is that the rates are higher 
as a result of having two companies?—A. Well. now, would you tell me, starting from 
that statement, that the people would be better to have only one company and pay a 
higher rate? 

Q. Everything depends on what they pay. All we want to get from you is whether 
your merchants, by reason of having the Merchants’ and the Bell Companies, are pay- 
ing more than they would if the Bell Company had the exclusive use of the city of 
Montreal?—A. I can answer you this, all the people would be pleased and would like 
better to have only one company provided that the rate was one that would permit pri- 
yate families to have a ’phone. 

Q. Well, you will appreciate that there are always a large number of families not 
in a position to have telephones in their houses in a great city like Montreal and in 
other communities?—A. Certainly, that’s a sure thing. 

Q. But after all do you not agree with me that if the rates are at all reasonable it 
will not be an advantage to have more than one company in each community?—A. I 
fully agree on this point, provided the rates are such that the majority of other families 
will not be debarred from having ’phones. All we want is to have a rate that is satis- 
factory and a service that is also satisfactory. ; 

Q. Yes, what do you call a satisfactory service?—A. One that will induce more 
families to make use of the telephone. 

Q. All families ?—A. Not all families, but a larger number. + 

Q. You could hardly bring about a state of affairs that would produce that, could 
you—all families?—A. No, certainly not. It is not in my mind. 

Q. But after all, do you not agree with me when I say that the retail merchants of 


Montreal are paying to-day a higher rate by reason of having two companies in opera- 


tion in Montreal?—A. I do not say so. I do not agree with you on this point. 

Q. Another question, would you tell me—your statement would go this far, then, 
if you believe this. If the Merchants was not operating you would be charged more? 
—A. If the Bell Company had no competition in Montreal? 

Q. No, I do not think so?—A. Well then, in answer to your statement I will tell 
you that 

Q. My statement does not bear that construction atall. I make the statement that 


the Bell rates would remain the same. I am proceeding on that assumption, and you 


are not prepared to show any evidence that the rates would not remain the same. Well, 
now, another question. Are there any of the merchants in Montreal who have the two 
telephones?—A. A great many have the two. 

Q. Well, now, are they not paying more than if they had one company ’—A. This 
is a very simple matter. Of course they are paying two rates, but you must take into 
consideration that they are reaching another class of people that they would not reach 
with only the Bell Company in Montreal. 

Q. I am asking whether they are paying a higher rate 2—A. Would the Bell reduce 
the rate if they were alone? I would admit it would be better if they wanted to reduce 
their rate. I understand the people that have two telephones are paying two rates, 
‘consequently they pay more money. : 

Q. That is the question?—A. But you must provide also that by paying more 
money they have, two services and are reaching two classes of people. I have two Bell 
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telephones in my office, so I am paying more money that I would for one, but I think 
that my business compels. me to do it, and I am doing it and I am reaching with the 
two ’phones one class of people only. 
QQ. And have you got the Merchants?—A. No, I have not got it. 

Q. Why?—A. Because in my district it is of no use to me. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. You are secretary of The Federation of the Retail Dealers of Montreal?—A. 
Yes. 

Q. Did you appoint any committee to look into this matter?—A. No, we have not. 
: Q. Have you had any public meetings of your association?—A. We have our regu- 
lar meetings, and it has been brought before our regular meetings. 

Q. Have you any report or any complaints made?—A. I have laid before you some 
of the complaints that were made. 

Q. Those complaints are chiefly in reference to the charge?—A. The main com- 
plaints are that a man who is a subscriber, has to pay five cents to reach his office when 
he is out of his office. | 

Q. You object to the slot machine?—A. Well, in one way I do. 

; Q. Have you made any complaint to the city council at Montreal?—A. No, we 
have not done so. 

Q. Have you any correspondence as a body with the Bell?—A. No, we have not 
done so. I do not want to make any special complaint against the Bell or any other 
icompany. 

Q. You simply think you should get the telephone service cheaper?—A. Cheaper, 

es. 
Q. And that is about your complaint?—A. Certainly. 
Q. Have you any complaint in reference to the service?—A. We have a pretty 
good service in Montreal with the Bell Company. 


) 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Perhaps you stated it before, but what is the membership of your association ?— 


IA. I think over 1,000 in the Federation of the Retail Dealers Association of Montreal. 


| By Mr, Miller: 


@. One would naturally sooner have a telephone service at $20 than $35. I can 
runderstand that. But have you any reason to believe that the Bell Company could with 
‘any reasonable profit to themselves, give you a cheaper service than they do?—A. No, 
I have no special reason, because they are alone. We cannot make any comparison 
with any other company because they are the only one. Other companies are only 
local ones, and you cannot compare a local company with a long-distance company. 

Q. If the Bell say they would like to give you a service at $20 but could not do so, 
what answer would you make to them?—A. I would have to take their statement. 

Q. You would have no argument to advanee?—A. I would have to take their word, 
because I could not go any further. 

Q. I think that perhaps you base your belief that they could give you a cheaper 
service still with profit to themselves on the action of the Merchants’, that you would 
reason in this way, that if the Merchants can give the service for $25 the Bell can do 
so. Would that be a proper argument?—A. I think that would not be the proper state- 
ment, because they are not on the same footing; one has the expenditure of its long- 
distance, and the other is only a local concern. 


Witness discharged. 
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The CHairMAN.—We have with us Mr. Moyer, representing the Grocers’ Associa- 
tion of Toronto. Mr. Moyer, would you kindly take the stand. 


Mr. Moses Mover sworn. / 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Whom do you represent, Mr. Moyer?—A. Well, I am asked by the Retail Mer- 
chants’ Association to be here ‘to-day. 

Q. What is the nature of your evidence which yon wish to give? Will you kindly 
state——?—A. It is something on the lines 

Q. Will you kindly make your own statement of any complaints or anything that 
you wish to lay before the committee?—A. It is the general feeling in the city of Toronto 
that our telephone expenses are too high. Of course, if there is no chance of getting 
anything cheaper we would have to be satisfied with that, but when there are other com- 
panies that are offering to give the service cheaper and their service is satisfactory, I 
think there should be a way provided that they could do so. I understand that the Bell 
Company have privileges that other companies have not got, and it is my feeling, at 
least, that other companies that are making progress in these things and are getting 
up systems that they can run cheaper, more economically, I think the people should 
have the benefit of these inventions. The telephone business is not only a luxury, but 
it has become a necessity also, and in our business, the retail grocery business, we find 
a great many of our customers are put to inconvenience in not being able to telephone 
their orders if they have not got a ’phone, because it costs too much. 


By Mr. Miller: ‘ 


Q. I would like to ask the same question that I asked the other witness.. While’ 
you think their rates are too high, have you any knowledge of your own that the com- 
pany with any reasonable profit to themselves could give a service at a lower rate 2—A, 
I do not know that the Bell Telephone Company could, but other companies with up- 
- to-date appliances could. For instance, the Stark Company operates without the cen- 
trals. They have an automatic system that if I want to call up a customer I look up 
the number and call up that number and get the customer direct, and thereby save a 
good deal of expense, and besides that they have also over the same circuit light, heat 
and power, which all reduces the cost. If I am in the grocery business and fall behina 
the times, and others are starting up business and can supply the goods cheaper than I 
can, I find my customers will not stick to me if I am not able to supply the goods as 
cheap on account of not being up with the times. 

Q. Have you a fair knowledge of the working of the Stark system?—A. I was in 


-- Toronto Junction where it is in operation now, and I tested quite a yumber of their 


*phones. They are just as good as the other, so far as I could see; they are no better. 

Q. The matter of calling up is quite™difficult?—A. Not difficult. All you have to 
do—there is a dial there, and if you want to call up, say 643, you bring an arrangement 
down even with the figures 6, 4 and 3, one after the other and the connection is made 
automatically, and you get your customer at once. . 

Q. So that there is really less delay than in calling up central?—A. Less delay, I 
think, as far as I know. You don’t have to wait for the central as you have to do in 
the city very often where there are so many connections and you often have to wait 
quite awhile. 


By Mr. Lewis : - 
Q. Supposing somebody else is using that *phone—A. I press a button and that 


gives me to understand at once if the line is in use. 
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By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. If the line is in use you have to wait the same as in any other case{—A. Yes. 
Q. The delay is the same thing?—A. Only I can get the number quicker than by 
calling up central. I think there is a little gain there. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. What do they charge?—A. They have just now an offer before the council ie 


Toronto at $18 and $36, a flat rate, or I think, $20 and $40, the outside limit. The 
instrument costs $6, and then you pay one cent for every call—if you use your ’phone 
to exceed $20 or $40, as the case may be, you don’t pay any more; that is the limit. 
That is what Mr. Stark told me. I went to see nim personally yesterday, hearing 
that I had to come here, especially to know what they would charge. 

Q. How many are there in the association ?—A. In Toronto ? 

Q. In your whole association /—A: Mr. Trowern is secretary and he said about 
5,000. 

Q. How many in Toronto ?—A. Over 1,000, I think. 


Mr. Trowern.—Fifteen hundred. 


By Mr. Grant: we 
Q. The association includes places outside of Toronto @—A. Oh, yes. 


By Mr. Lewws: 


Q. I think he was speaking with reference to the retail merchants and you with 
reference to the grocers.—A. The retail merchants. We are all part of one associa- 
tion. We have different sections, grocers, butchers, and so on. 

Q. Is that the same system, the Stark, that they are inaugurating in Peter- 
borough ?—A. I do not know whether they are in Peterborough or not. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. You say that an up-to-date telephone company would be able to give you 
lower rates in Toronto than you are receiving now and that the Stark Company, an 
up-to-date company, is prepared to do business cheaper than the Bell. Do you regard 
that company as being more up-to-date than the Bell Telephone Company 2— A, 
Well, I just take it from this, that they can afford to do it cheaper on account of 
saving the expenses at the central and also because it is sending power and light and 
heat over the same circuit. They must be in a position to do it cheaper than another 
company could do it, which has a separate circuit for power and another one for the 
telephone, which would be more costly. 

Q. Have you any extensive knowledge yourself of telephony, of the method of 
conducting a telephone company ?—A. No, I am a grocer and we use a phone in 
our store. 

Q. You do not speak from your own knowledge when you say that the Bell is 
not equally up-to-date ?—A. No, I make the comparison with other business. The 
Stark Company is a new company and no doubt there must be an improvement on th: 
Bell in some respects any way or they would not be able to do it cheaper. I take it 
for granted that they would have a newer invention of some kind. 

Q. You don’t know anything about it yourself ?—A. No more, than I saw, this 
automatic connection. I know it is a fact that they have no central. 


By Mr. Grant: 


Q. Can you,tell me how many retail merchants there are in Toronto ?—A. Per- 
haps Mr. Trowern can tell you ? 
Mr. TrowErRN.—Two thousand eight hundred. 
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Q. I want to find out if possible the proportion of retail merchants who are tele- 
phone users to-day in Toronto; do you know {—A. Well, I know that a great many © 
of the smaller stores do not use them, but all large stores use one; some use two and 
even three with the same company. 

Q. You could not be any more definite than that in your reply ?—A. No. 

Q. That a large number of the smaller stores do not have them ?—A. Yes. I 
have nothing more definite. 

Tne CHairMAN.—Mr. Trowern made the statement that there are about 5,000 re- 
tail merchants, the members extending over Ontario, and the great majority of them 
have ’phones. That is the nearest we can get to it. 


Mr. Grant.—That is covering the province. 4 
The CHaiRMAN.—The province, yes. 


Wirtness.—The general feeling with regard to the long-distance telephone is that 
it should be controlled by the government. At the same time, it might perhaps be 
just as well for each line to have their own long-distance, provided they have the 
privilege, but I understand the Bell monopolises that privilege. 


The CHaIRMAN.—Not at all. 


By Mr. Grant: 
Q. When you say each line, what do you mean ?—A. Each company. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Your idea is that the independent companies snould have the privilege of 
connections with the long-distance line at the nearest point {—A. Not with the ex- 
isting line. If they want to run a line separate—if the Stark Company, for in- 
stance, would wish to connect with other ccmpanies out of the city of Toronto or 
any place in Ontario they would have the privilege of doing so, which I understand 
they would have—— 

The OnairmMan.—Certainly they have the privilege the same as any other com- 


pany. 


By Mr. Johnston: 


Q. What do you mean by saying that the Bell has a monopoly ¢—A. I under- 
stand that the Bell Telephone Company can put up their poles in any town without 
even consulting the town, and no other company can do that. Is that correct ? I 


was told so. 
The CHamrMAN.—Their charter gives them that privilege of entering any city 


' or town. 


Witness discharged. 
The Committee then adjourned. 
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CoMMITTEE Room, 
Tuurspay, July 13, 1905. 


The Committee met at 10 o’clock a.m., Mr. Zimmerman in the chair. 


The CuairMan.—Gentlemen, I am very pleased to say that we have with us this 
morning some gentlemen who have come from the United States to give evidence as 
to independent companies. Up to the present time we have had a good deal of informa- 
tion from the independent companies in Canada and also from the old line company, 
the Bell Telephone Company. In addition, we have had a great deal of information 
from Europe by correspondence, and we have als@ had evidence given by a representa- 
tive of the old line companies in the United States, who was brought here by the 
Bell Company. I refer to Mr. Pickernell, a very able man, and who gave us some 
very valuable information. Now we desire to secure the evidence of the independent 
companies in the United States, who have made such wonderful progress in telephony, 
and I am happy to say that we have two gentlemen with us from the United States 
this morning. I have two letters of introduction from the president of the American 
Electric Telephone Company of Chicago, Mr. P. C. Burns, and they read as follows :— 


‘This will introduce to you Mr. A. L. Tétu, an old Canadian boy, and whom I 
consider one of the best telephone experts in the United States. He will undoubtedly 
be of service in your committee. I regret very much that I cannot be with you at this 
time and hope to have the pleasure of meeting you at no distant day.’ 


This is another letter of introduction from the same gentleman i 


‘This will introduce to you Mr. J. B. Ware, who is connected with the Citizens’ 
Telephone Company of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and has wide knowledge of the inde- 
pendent telephone movement throughout the country. Mr. Ware, I am sure, will cheer- 
fully grant you any assistance in your investigation.’ 


I will now call upon Mr. Tétu. 


Mr. A. L. Tetvu, of Nashville, Tenn., sworn. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Mr. Tétu, I understand you are connected with the Independent Telephone Sys- 
tem in America ?—A. I am, sir. 

Q. I would like very much if you would give in your own’ way as detailed a state- 
ment of the organization and progress that has been made by the independent com- 
panies on the other side as you can, and also any connections you may have with the 
Bell or the old line companies ?—A. Do you mean by connection with the old line 
companies, my personal or electrical connections ? 

Q. Yes.—A. Well, gentlemen, I have been in the telephone business during two 
different intervals, one from 1892 to 1898, and the other in the independent cause from 
1902 to the present time. It may not be out of place for me to give you a little of 
my experience on both sides in order that my later statement may have corresponding 
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weight and be more amenable to your judgment. From 1892 to 1895, I was in charge 
of the operating department of the Chicago Telephone Company with particular refer- 
ence to the care of operating in the city districts only. In 1895 I was transferred 
to the Central Union Telephone Company, with headquarters at Chicago, which com- 
pany was then operating in the four states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the witness when he mentions any of these com- 
panies, will he say whether they were leased by the Bell system ?—A. This is a Bell 
service that I am talking of now, Mr. Maclean. Some few years after my first con- 
nection with the Central Union they gave up the state of Iowa to the Iowa Telephone 
Company. I remained with them in the capacity of toll traffic manager nominally, but 
really as a special agent having more directly to do with the retardation, if possible, of 
the independent movement through that territory, and was later made assistant super- 
intendent of the State of Illinois, having among other duties in charge the retardation 
of the independent movement. I gave up my position with the Central Union Com- 
pany in November, 1898, I think it was, to accept a position in another line of busi- 
ness, having, as I supposed at that time, about reached the limit of my earning capa- 
city in the telephone field, and remained out of the business until 1902, when I was 
approached by the Independent people of Louisville, Kentucky, to take charge of the 
‘management of both companies. There were, and are, two companies operating under 
practically the same auspices. One, the Louisville Home Telephone Company, was 
entirely a local concern, local as to operating conditions, I mean. The other was the 
Independent Long-Distance Telephone and Telegraph Company of the state of Ken- 
tucky. I remained in active management of these companies until April 11 of this 
year, when I assumed charge of the Nashville Home Telephone Company, of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. This company, by the way, is not yet in operating existence, nor has 
it yet secured its franchise, but we hope to do that later on. I am also secretary, 
recently elected, of the National Inter-State Telephone Association of the United 
States. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Representing, roughly, how many companies or telephones ?—A. Represent- 
in-g conservatively, I should say, without knowing the absolute figures, about 2,000,000 
telephones. I think that is right, Mr. Ware ? 


Mr. WareE.—That is about right. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. How many companies did that represent, Mr. Tétu ?—A. Equally conserva- 
tively 1 should say 5,000 different companies. That is, gentlemen, briefly my experi- 
erce as to time in the telephone business. Coming more directly to your question as 
to the existence or possibility of existence of connection between the Bell and the In- , 
dependent companies, I want to say that it is my understanding, without having any 
visible evidence of it, that the Bell Telephone Company, particularly its licensee, the 
Central Union, is and has been, making overtures to the independent companies, or 
some of them, in the State of Ohio, for the purpose of inducing these companies to 
allow the Central Union or American Telephone and Telegraph Company to connect 
up their long-distance lines to the independent exchanges. With what success they 
are meeting I am not advised, but I do know that it is « radical departure from what 
had hitherto been their custom. It is a well known and indisputable religious belief 
on the part of the Bell employees that there should be no affiliation between them 
and the independent companies. 

es : Mr. A. L. TETU. 


974 SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 
. 4-5 EDWARD VII., A. 1S05 


By the Chairman : 


Q. What is the cause of their change in that respect ?—A. Dollars and cents un- 
doubtedly. They are beginning to realize that the independent people are making 
inroads not only in a local way, but also, so far as it pertains, to long-distance service, 
and they are willing to go to almost any extremity now to get away from or divorce 
the existing independent conditions. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. In other words, you would say that they are ready to make a treaty for an 
interchange of business ?—A. I say they are making those overtures now in the State 
of Ohio. I got that from indisputable and unquestionable authority. . 


By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. With whom ?—A. With the independent companies. 
Q. Give us the names of the several companies ‘—A. I cannot give you the names 
of the companies, unfortunately. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. You have no personal knowledge ?—A. As I said, a while ago, I have no visible 


evidence. | 
Q. Mere rumour ?—A. Rumour, well founded. 


By Mr. Tohnston . 


Q. But you have no knowledge of it at all ?—A. No personal knowledge, no, sir. 
Q. There is absolutely nothing upon which to found any reasonable belief {—A. 
Except the reliability of my informant. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Please go on, excuse me for interrupting you ?—A. I do know that in the State 
of Kentucky there has been a rather close and strange relationship formed between the 
Bell Company located in Cincinnati and an independent company located in Oyn- 
thiana, Kentucky. This statement too, gentlemen, by the way, is not from visible evi- 
dence, but reliable information. I understand that the relative switchboards are side 
by side in the same operating room. 


By Mr. Boyce : 


Q. Where is that ?—A. Cynthiana, Kentucky. I do not know of any other ad- 
vances being made in that particular direction. You perhaps, Mr. Chairman, may get 
more directly and more quickly to the root of this information if you would suggest 
some questions that I might more directly answer. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. I would like to ask you what opportunities you have had of comparing the 
relative equipment and efficiency of the Bell and the independent companies and with 
what results /—A. By my experience in the operating department of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company and the same department in the independent field. 

Q. Well, what is your view as to the relative equipment of these two classes of 
companies ?—A. I consider that the equipment as manufactured by the leading inde- 
pendent factories of the United States as being fully equal—I won’t say superior— 
but fully equal—to that manufactured by the Bell or the Western Electric Company. 
That is borne out by the results in service. 
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Q. And it is as up to date, as modern, and as serviceable to the subscriber and is 
as much entitled to an anterchange of business as is the Bell ?—A. Fully so, in my 
opinion. ; 

Q. Do you regard the telephone company as a common carrier ?—A. It is gener- 
ally so regarded, yes. 

Q. It is the law in the United States, I believe, and being common carriers they 
ought to interchange business and treat every one in an equitable way ?—A. That 
would seem to be the ideal condition from the public standpoint. 

Q. The ideal condition would be for telephone companies to be treated as common 
carriers and compelled to treat everybody equitably ?—A. As far as the service to the 
public is concerned. | 

Q. Yes, so far as their service to the public is concerned. Have you any ideas as 
to government control of trunk lines ?—A. I do not think the time has arrived when 
the government should assume under normal conditions the control of anything in 
the shape of public enterprises of that kind, telephone or telegraph. I believe that 
governmental restrictions are good things. I believe that where franchises are granted 
there should be a clause inserted which would forbid the consolidation of competing 
companies under penalty of forfeiture of their rights. 

Q. And insuring an interchange of traffic?—A. That should be left, I believe, to 
the companies themselves. 

Q. Have you any ideas in regard to municipalities owning their own local systems, 
and if so what ideas 2—A. I have never given any thought to that subject for the rea- 
son we have been too busy in other channels. 

Q. What in your opinion would be the best means of insuring an ample and con- 
tinuous long-distance service to independent companies now operating in Canada or 
to those which may hereafter be organized ?—A. By the introduction of just such 
features into their franchise as would forbid the consolidation of competing companies 
and the importation of outside capital, under proper encouragement, to invest in the 
construction of independent long-distance lines as is being done in the United States. 

Q. You would encourage long-distance lines to be constructed 7/—A. Yes, sir, 
under reasonable governmental restrictions apart from governmental ownership. 

Q. Well, would not one of these conditions be in the franchise of a long-distance 
- company that it should serve every company asking for connection ?—A, I would 
make it every company interested in the same cause. 

Q. Make them common carriers and that settles it ?—A. To that extent. 

Q. Yes.—A. After all we would get back to the question of mutuality of contract, 
of course, as between the contracting parties. 

Q. What do you know about the plans and methods of the Bell Company to head 
off or retard the independent telephone movement that has developed in the United 
States and that has become so extensive ?—A. Their methods are varied. Their first 
_ plan is that of discouraging capital against investing in independent companies. 


~ By Mr. Johnston : 
Q. You are speaking now of the American Bell Telephone Company ?—A. Or 
their licensees. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. As far as he knows ?—A. You understand the territory is subdivided. 


By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. In the United States ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You have no reference whatever to the Canadian Bell Telephone Company ?— 
A. None whatever. What I have to say is entirely peculiar to the United States. They 
have gone so far in that particular direction as to cause representatives of the inde- 
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pendent people to be followed from door to door, and they call upon the same people 
that the independent representative may have called upon. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. That shows that they are very enterprising in their business methods over 
there, they are fighting for the same business ?—A. They are undoubtedly fighting 
for it. 

Q. The object of this Committee is to find out as far as we can and remedy what 
some people called ‘evils’ here. You said a moment ago that all the companies who 
used the long-distance telephone are common carriers, or something of that kind. 
What we want to find out, for example, is this : When a private company spends, say 
a million dollars, to: build a long-distance line and has standardized instruments in 
first-class condition, would you suggest that all the little companies which have different 
kinds of instruments, more or less good, which have merely lines on little posts that 
they pay 25 or 50 cents for, should get connection with the company which has made 
so large an expenditure ? What would you suggest in that way ?—A. I do not believe 
you could, or ought, to undertake to force the company having improved conditions to 
accept or exchange service with companies having out of date apparatus. I believe 
that the way to regulate that would be to compel, if you had in view the idea of estab- 
lishing an interchange of communication, these smaller companies to improve their 
operating conditions to that standard. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Standardize the situation ?—A. Yes, standardize the situation. The apparatus 
is available, it costs very little more than this antiquated stuff, I understand is in use 
on the lines of most of these rural companies. Neither you nor I, nor any one, wants 


to talk over impoverished systems. We want the best obtainable, and it is not reason- © 


able to suppose that the independent company or the Bell would care to so tie up the 
use of their trunk lines by rendering what could not help but be inefficient service over 
the smaller companies’ lines. I believe that the ideal condition is that which would 
admit of an entire interchange of communication. That cannot be brought about until 
the equipment has been standardized. 

Q. I want to learn a little more about the methods adopted by the Bell Company 
in the United States to head off independent companies ?—A. In some parts of the 
United States there have been efforts more or less successful at buying up companies, 
local and so-called long-distance companies between middle points, so to speak, the 
idea being to disturb the continuity of circuits so as to destroy the possibility of send- 
ing messages through to either extreme of already existing circuits. In other words, 
we will suppose we had a line between Montreal and Toronto touching at Ottawa, and 
at all three places there were independent exchanges. A parallel case would be the 
efforts of the Bell Company, successful if you, please, to buy up the exchange at Ottawa, 
which would mean that the co-relationship between Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto 


would be so disturbed as to make it impossible to continue the direct service between — 


Montreal and Toronto. 

Q. There would be a cut-off in the middle, so to speak ?—A. It would break the 
chain in the middle. 

Q. What else have they done ?—A. Along that same line, I want to show that in 
Mobile, Alabama, they made the attempt some few months ago to buy the local com- 
pany there and succeeded so far as to obtain an option on the plant. Among other 
conditions demanded in the terms of sale was one which called upon the various 
officers of this named company to testify, or to contract, to the fact that not only would 
they discourage any attempt at the formation of independent companies for some 
twenty years in the future, but that they would also petition or assert to the city 
authorities that the rates under which they were operating were so low as to make them 
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unremunerative, and cause them to go out of business, and to further say that they 
considered the rates of $5 for business and $3 for residences as being ample, and would 
recommend to the council that these rates be allowed to the Bell Telephone Company, 
I have the papers with me, copies of the original papers which will testify to this. 


By Mr. Boyce : 


Q. Are the rates of $5 and $3 the rates per month?—A. The rates per month— 
yes, sir. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What else ?—A. I think that is about all the more important points I ean 
think of. 

Q. What have they done in the way of competition, te kill off competition ? Have 
they resorted to giving free ’phones or cheaper ’phones ?—A. Yes, sir. Within my 
own experience and under my own authority while with the Bell Telephone Company 
¥ have offered free services at points where there has been competition. Under the 
authority of those above me, I have reduced the rates at given points 50 per cent below 
what they have been and below the new rates of the opposition. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Have you had anything to do with the Bell Telephone Company in the United 
States ’—A. Yes, sir, for five years. 
Q. You stayed with them ?—A. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. To your knowledge, had they a big dead-head list 2—A. I would not answer 
that. 
Q. Why ?—Because I could not say positively now. 
Mr. Brrcrron.—What was the question, Mr. Maclean ? 


Mr. Mactran.—I asked the witness whether the Bell Telephone Company had a 
big dead-head list ?—A. When we talk of the Bell Company, I want it understood that 
T am referring to the licensee companies with which I have had experience. I do not 
- mean the Bell Company. 

Q. Have you had any experience of cities or towns or counties or districts that 
have two systems within their limits, the Bell and the Independent Company, and was 
it considered a nuisance or not ?—A. It is only regarded as a nuisance from one point 
of view, as fas as I have been able to ascertain, and that is from the standpoint of the 
Bell Company. I have yet to find, within my experience, any expression contrary to 
the advantages of the dual telephone system. The benefits are clearly discernable from 
the fact that not only do you acquire a large and improved service but you will secure 
_ a more extended list of subscribers. 

Q. Then you think that with two companies you would do more business ?—A. 
You would do more business because you would reach a greater number of people. 

Q. Still you would have to pay two rentals ?—A. The cost will not be greatly in 
excess of the original cost of the Bell ’phone. 

Q. And it will give you an increase of business 7—A. An increase of business and 
an improved service. 

e 
By the Chairman : 

Q. Can you give us any special cases in illustration of that, Mr. Tétu2—A. Take 
the case of Louisville, Kentucky. Prior to the advent of the Louisville Home Tele- 
phone Company, which came into operating existence in June, 1902, the Cumberland 
Telephone Company, as the licensee of the Bell, were operating in the city of Louis- 
ville between three and four thousand telephones, at rates varying from $8 per month 
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down to, I think, $2 or $2.50, the latter being on party lines and for residences. When 
the Louisville Home Telephone Company commenced to give service at rates from $4 
down to $2 on independent lines within the city limits, the Cumberland Company im- 
mediately proceeded to install telephones on trial, sixty and ninety days free of charge, 
and introduced an extensive party line system. 

Q. Is the Cumberland line a Bell line ?—A. Yes, in that particular territory. In 
sts extensive party line system they improved their service and increased their lines 
with the result that while accepting service at home at any rate, they could get, up 
to and including their original maximum, which, by the way, they enforced where it 
«as absolutely necessary for the subscriber to have their telephone, until to-day the 
relative strength of both companies +s about at a par and on a basis of about 7,500 
telephones in the city of Louisville for each company, or 15,000 in all. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. Are both companies paying, as far as you know ¢—A. Both companies are 
paying, as far as I know. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Who owns the long-distance telephone there ?—A. Which one q 

Q. Any one?—A. There are ‘two long-distance companies operating in the State 
of Kentucky, and the Cumberland Company itself is operating a system of toll lines 
owned by that company. 

Q. In what you say are you talking of the State of Kentucky or generally of the 
United States ?—A. This particular reference was to the State of Kentucky. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. The long-distance lines, to whom do they belong ?—A. The American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company controls the system of long-distance lines running from 
the eastern coast of the United States to some point this side of the Rocky Mountains. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Is that a purely independent company ?—A. No, that is the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, that is the Bell. 
Q. They operate in connection with cities and other lines?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there an independent company which is operating a long-distance line in 
the United States ?—A. There is no single independent company, there are a series 
of independent companies which are operating long-distance lines. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 

Q. Which are combined to operate within certain lines ?—A. They are combined 
for the reason that there are some parts of the territory which are connected up to 
New York and are not connected with Ohio. 

Q. They pay so much for the line, do they, or how do they do it 2A. They con- 
struct their own lines. 

Q. Well, if there is only one long-distance company besides the American you 
spoke of ?—A. The American is the one big company. Then there are a number of 
smaller independent companies. ; 

Q. Through lines too 2—A, With through lines, yes. 

Q. Do they connect with the American line ?—A. No. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. It is one state with another state ?—A. One state with another state. For 
instance, there are a series of companies between Pittsburg on the east and Kansas 
City on the west. Now there are within that territory six long-distance companies. 
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Q. Sixty tA. No, six different long-distance companies. And it is possible to 
connect up circuits in each one of these companies so as to form a continuous loop 
from Pittsburg to Topeka, Kansas. 

Q. It is a matter of mutual arrangement between themselves ¢—A. Yes, mutual 
arrangement. ‘ 

Q. They make up a long-distance line out of many different lines ?—A. Yes, sir, 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. That is quite capable of being easily done ?—A. Physically and electrically, 
sir. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. That is done by arrangement ?—A. By contract. 
Q. Where there is simply a passing from one to the other, to their satisfaction ?— 


A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. Do you know any case of the Bell Company connecting up their lines to inde- 
pendent exchanges, using independent equipments ?—A. I cannot recall any special 
exchange, but generally speaking, if you will refer to my opening remarks, I speak 
of it as being applicable to the state of Ohio. 

Q. Will you tell us whether there should be any extra charge for a solid back 
long-distance transmitter as against the Blake ?—A. I cannot imagine why there 
should, Mr. Maclean, for the reason that manufacturers have told me, and manufac- 
turers are in a position to know, that the solid back long-distance transmitter costs less 
to manufacture than does the Blake. The prices given me by a very prominent manu- 
facturer were in the ratio of $2 to $1 in favour of the cost of solid back transmitter. 

Q. Well, now, as the telephone system under conditions existing in the United 

States has been largely developed and extended to farmers, will you tell us what in 
your opinion you think in an ordinary farming country, similar to Illinois and Ohio, 
a farmers’ telephone system can be established for, per telephone ?—A. If you refer 
now to ; 
Q. I will put it in another way. The farmers are largely availing themselves of 
telephones in the states ?—A. Yes, sir. I could not answer you as to the actual cost 
cf the exchange, but I can give you the prices thy are being vharged for services in the 
states. 

Q. Will you give us some instances of what the farmers pay for telephones in the 
states. They do largely use telephones in the states ?—A. To a very great extent. 

Q. And on the average what will they pay, what does the ordinary farmer pay for 
an ordinary ’phone, and what kind of ’phone is it ?—A. As a rule he uses what is 
known as the Bridging telephone. 

Q. Yes {—A. This telephone, I believe, costs the farmers somewhere in the neigh- 
bourhood of $13.50 apiece for the instrument alone. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 
Q. Thirteen dollars and fifty cents ?—A. Yes, sir, the construction of the line in 


many cases is left to the farmer. 

Q. Yes ?—A. Primarily, so far as it pertains to the construction of that portion 
of the line leading from his house to the main line passing on the thoroughfare. In 
_some states it is different. In Michigan, I believe, Mr. Ware will tell you, they con- 
struct a line in its entirety and charge the farmer $15 a year for service on a party 


line. In other parts of the country: 
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By Mr. Maclean: 


Q. From your experience, would you say that would be profitable to a company 
or to the farmer himself at that price ?—A. It would depend upon the number of tele- 
phones on the line, of course. But it would seem to me that a rate of $15 a year would 
be a good rate for a rural telephone service. 

Q. And would give the farmer a good service ?—A. Yes, sir. In some parts of 
the country the farmer pays for the cost of the line plus so much per year for switch- 
ing charges varying from $3 to $6. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. What would you consider as a fair service, Mr. Tétu ? What distance and 
how many ’phones would it cover /—A. How many phones on a given line or how 
many ’phones it might reach ? , 

Q. How many ’phones it might reach, yes, at the flat rate 2—A. I think that the 
ordinary farmer’s telephone circuit should be limited in number to ten telephones on 
a metallic circuit. I think that the talking conditions, conservatively, of 200 miles, 
would amply meet the requirements of the ordinary farmer, and I think it is equally 
possible for the ordinary ten-party bridging lines. 

Q. You mean to say there should be no extra charge for speaking 200 miles ?— 
A. I do not say that. I mean interchange of communications should be free, so far 
as these lines terminate at the same exchange, but beyond the jurisdiction of that given 
exchange there should be the usual charge. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Then the farmer with his party line running into a local switchboard can get 
connected from one party line to another on the switchboard, and not pay extra 
rates?—A. And not pay extra rates. 

Q. That would be what you would call a local service 2—A. A. local service. 

Q. And if he went out of that on to some other line he should pay toll ?—A. He 
would be expected to pay tolls. 

Q. Give us an average instance of a line like that in your experience in the 
states 2A. I can eall to mind one line 28 miles in length upon which there are ten 
telephones. | 

Q. How many of these party lines will there be in the central office?—A. It would 
depend of course upon the territory in which the central office was located. I imagine 
that within the jurisdiction of an exchange the size of the one in the city of Ottawa, 
and without knowing, but assuming, that your farmer population is about the same 
as it may be in central Illinois, and taking a radius of twenty-five miles, you ought to 
have from twenty-five to fifty party lines, varying from four to 10 people on a line. 
~ Q, And you would give a farmer within that radius a service for about $10 ?—A. 
About $15. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. For $15 you would cénnect him with these various rural lines and give him 
the use of a city service as well ?7—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I want you to state whether, in your opinion, in a fairly representative portion 
of the county with a good business centre all the farmers in the vicinity of that town 
could be given a service between the different party lines and the service in the local 
centre ?—A. I believe they could, assuming you worked a party line up to the capacity 
that I have mentioned, of ten telephones per line. ; 

Q. What do you think would be a fair price, a fair rental, for the citizens of that 
centre to pay for their service which would also give them a connection with the ° 
farmer 2—A. The citizens would have the same privilege of exchange communication 
with the farmers as the farmers would have with the citizens. 
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Q. And at what price ?—A. At the standard rates. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Would the citizens pay more for the privilege 2—A. He should. He would use 
his telephone more, and using it more there is a greater necessity for connection, be- 
sides he does not have ten on his line. 
Q. In a city of from 5,000 to 25,000 population, what should the average cost be 
to the citizen ?—A. I think $30 and $18 a year is allowable. 

Q. Thirty dollars for business and $18 for residence ’phones ?—A. On an inde- 
pendent metallic line with !ong-distance equipment. 

Q. And there are any number of instances of companies giving such a service 
: among the independent companies in the United States and making money out of it. 
—A. I will cite you one particular case in the city of New Albany, Indiana, a town of 
20,000 people, where the rates are $2.50 and $1.50 per month for independent lines, and 
$2 and $1 a month for party lines. They are making money there. 
@. But you have not any doubt that can be done under equal circumstances ?— 
A. Inder equal circumstances it should and can be done in my opinion. 
Q. We have had some trouble here in the way of the Bell Company getting control 
of the raiiway station. Haye you had any trouble in connecting the independent with 
-other companies ? Have you had any experience of that ?—A. Not so far as the con- 
; tractual conditions obtained. 
} Q. In other words, you say they have never made a contract ?—A. Not to my 
‘knowledge. 

Q. What other knowledge have you ?—A. They have attempted to persuade the 
railroad and express companies in different parts of the United States to exclude the 
independent service, and we have had at times very great trouble in securing the intro- 
‘duction of our services through some of the railroads, but by constant public pressure 
in the hands of the officers we finally brought the railroads to a proper appreciation of 
the situation. 

@. You say the business men there have the enterprise and activity enough to go 
‘to the railroad companies and say : ‘ Here, you must allow the independent lines in’ ? 
—-A. Yes, sir, they have notably done so in the case of the city of Louisville. 

Q. Well, tell us the facts of that case, what happened there ?—A. You want the 
tull history of that ? 

Q. In short, just give us an idea of the facts—A. Shortly after the Louisville 
-company came into existence, we had been trying to secure more telephones in railroad 
-offices and had been successful to an extent, but not enough so as to include the entire 
list of railway companies operating in Louisville. It happened that an effort was made to 
bring about just such an exclusive condition as you described. But before it could be 
brought to any head, we immediately started solicitors out on the street with petitions 
emong the business men, and called upon the necessary members of our directorate 
for them to wait upon the business men individually, with the idea of having these 
business men either write or go personally to the different railroads. We had gotten to 
the point at that time of offering our services free of charge. Before we could bring 
that proposition to a head and as the result of that petition of the business men, we 
‘had a telephone message from the leading railroad in Louisville to send our contract- 
ing agent out. He went down and secured a contract for nine different telephones, the 
result of which was that my overtures to other railroad companies to install telephones 
free of charge were cancelled, and these same railroad companies gave us paid con- 
tracts for the service. Now, in offering a service to the railroads free of charge, we 

_ were simply doing that for the benefit of our subscribers and incidentally to our own 
advantage of course. But we knew we had to have the railroads, and our subscribers 
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were sufficiently interested in our cause by reason of the superior service we were giv- 
ing, to call upon this railroad. 

 Q. In your opinion it is rather high-handed on the part of a railway company to 
~ gay that the people who are clients of theirs shall not have telephone connection ?—A. 
I do not think it is business. 

Q. It is not business, no.—A. I do not think it is business. . 

Q. In fact there is no such agent for facilitating and promoting business as the 
telephone ?—A. I believe that any one who has goods of equal merit should receive a 
hearing, and should be given an opportunity to display his wares. 

Q. So there is very little of that now, as far as you know in the states @ There is 
no case of railway companies making a contract excluding companies @—A. I have 
not heard of any, Mr. Maclean. | 

Q. And now the general policy of the railways is to facilitate the independent 
telephone business by admitting their instruments to the stations and public offices 1 
A. ¥ would not say that generally. . 

Q. But to what extent ?—A. It is so where the plants are already in existence, 
but I imagine that any future plant that comes in will have to hoe the same row as 
we did down in Louisville. 


By the Chairman : 

Q. How about the independent and the main line companies having the right to 
cross bridges; for instance, from Cincinnati across the river ?—A. Well, I cannot tell 
you anything about Cincinnati, Mr. Zimmerman, except from hearsay, but I can tell 
you about I.cuisville. We crossed the Kentucky and Indiana railway bridge with e 
60-pair cable and we paid them a rental of $300 per year. 

Q. I have reference more particularly to railway bridges ?—A. That is a railway 
bridge. | 
Q. Yes, but do railway companies give the independent companies the same privi- 
lege as the old line companies ?—A. Yes, we have had no difficulty there. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Has there ever been any trouble in regard to a big company collecting its tolls 
from a small company for interchange business ?—A. Not within my experience. 

Q. It is easy to make provision ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In other words, you can ask the local company to make an advanced deposit 
of $5, $10, $20, or $30 to guarantee the amount. It is not difficult to work out the 
security for the interchange business. “The interchange business is largely one balance 
against the other, is it not ?—A. There is always more money coming into the large 
point than there is going out of it telephonically. 

Q. In other words, the big company gets more from the local ?—A. Yes, sir, pro- 
portionately, I mean. 

Q. And the little company generally has something to pay to the larger com- 
pany ?—A. Yes. ; 

Q. There is a counter account in each case, and the balance is generally in favour 
of the larger company ?—A. The contract is based upon so much for originating the 
message. 

Q. There has been no trouble in working all that out in a fair adjustment ?—A. 
None whatever, the standard contract as adopted by the long-distance companies pro- 
vides for that. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. Have you lived in Canada at all ?—A. I beg your pardon ? 
Q. Have you lived in Canada or travelled through it extensively ?—A. I was born 


_ in Canada and lived here until I was thirteen years of age, since which time my visits 


have only been intermittent. 
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Q. Do you know anything of the Canadian Bell system ?—A. No, sir, not enough 
to warrant my speaking about it. 

Q. I was going to ask you whether or not you considered the Bell Telephone sys- 
. tem in Canada to be well and thoroughly equipped with up to date apparatus ?—A, 
I could not answer that, I am not sufficiently informed on the situation. 

Q. We have here what is called the Stark system, which is an automatic system, 
doing away with the necessity of a central office and making it possible for the sub- 
scriber to make his own connection. Have you any acquaintance with any such sys- 
tem as that ?—A. Only the automatic system of Chicago, and its representative will 
be able to discuss that later. Mr. Ware is more familiar with the subject than I am. 

Q. He would have some knowledge of it ?—A. Some knowledge, yes. 

Q. Have you found that automatic system to be practical and satisfactory ?—A. 
So far as it has gone I understand it is eminently satisfactory. 

Q. And more economical than the present system {—A. Undoubtedly, from the 
standpoint of operation. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Will that automatic system suit the farmers’ line ?—A. Oh, yes. I do not 
know this particular system that I described, but a system has been devised. 

Q. It is likely to be devised ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the automatic system means a service for every hour in the day and every 
hour in the year, whereas the switchboard service is dependent upon personal attend- 
ance ?—A. Yes, sir. | 

Q. That to me appears to be the great merit of the automatic system.—A. You 
do away with the matter of human agency, necessarily so, and constantly have it at 
your service continuously. 


By Mr. Miller: 


Q. You will understand that here we have but the one series of long-distance 
lines, that owned by the Bell Company, and that farmers in many instances would 
desire to form local farmers’ companies and that in some of the smaller villages where 
they have no Bell system they may wish to form a local company to do a local busi- 
ness, or that in a larger municipality they may consider that they are not being fairly 
used as to rates by the Bell Company and may wish to inaugurate a rival company. 
The inconvenience and trouble is that they cannot make long-distance connections, not 
having their own long-distance lines. Now, would there be anything mechanically 
impossible or morally wrong in adopting some fair and reasonable method by which 
the Bell Company might be compelled to afford accommodation and to give connection 
to the various local companies, provided of course that these smaller independent local 
companies were compelled to have their system, as Mr. Maclean has said, standardized? 
—A. There would be no physical, mechanical or electrical impossibility about such a 
condition as that at all, but as to the question of commercial value or wisdom, I am 
hardly prepared to answer. 

Q. Of course it would have to be understood that the financial part of it would be 
arranged fairly, so that in that respect there would be no imposition upon the Bell. 
That being done, can you think of any reasonable objection to the Bell Company being 
compelled, in return for the privilege that they have, to give such connections 2—A. 
Provided that the same territory is not developed by the Bell. You have said that they 
are not occupying that territory now ? 

Q. Supposing they are occupying the territory, some parts of the territory I—A. 
Then I do not think that they ought to encourage competition against themselves to 
the extent of compelling them to give another competing company the use of their 
fine. That, in my judgment, would be poor business. ; 
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Q. Well then, would there be any injustice or anything impossible, or could you 
conceive of any valid objection, to compelling the Bell to give accommodation over 
their long-distance lines to farmers’ companies, it being the case that the Bell Com- 
pany are not themselves giving accommodation to farmers in the farming district ?— 
A.—I take it you mean exchange communications ? 

Q. Yes ?—A. You do not mean attaching it to long-distance circuits for the pur- 
pose of reaching a terminus ? 

Q. Making connections ?—A. At some central point ? 

Q. Yes, at reasonable rates ?—A. I believe ordinary business wisdom would induce 
them to do that. 


By Mr. Maclean : j 


Q. It would be most profitable ?—A. I cannot see anything to the contrary. 

Q. A denial of that privilege would be in the interest of creating a monopoly ?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. As a monopoly there might be reasons against it, but as a business proposi- 
tion it is good business ?—A. It is good business in my opinion. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. Now, the various independent lines established in the different parts of the 
United States of which you have had experience has resulted in a general lowering 
of rates ?—A. There is no question about that. 

Q. No question about that ?—A. No. 

Q. That being the case, has the telephone business, as it exists to-day in the dis- 
tricts of which you have knowledge, proved remunerative to the Bell Company, in so 
far as you know, and to the various independent companies that are competing with 
them ?—A. I have heard nothing to the contrary so far as it affects either interest. 

Q. They are paying dividends and reasonable profits as far as you know ?—A. 
I understand so with the exception of the Central Union Telegraph Company, which 
has not paid dividends, I understand, since 1896. 

Q. Where is that company operating ?—A. In Iowa, Indiana and Illinois. 


By Mr. Bergeron: 


Q. What is the cause of that ?—A. Opposition, I reckon. 

Q. Then when there is so much competition would the company pay the divi- 
dends ‘/—A. As a general proposition, no. So far as it pertains to conditions in that 
territory, I believe their system of warfare has done more to reduce the possibility of 
dividends than has the actual loss of earnings. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. This is the only. instance that you know of where the competition that exists 
has made it impossible for a company to pay dividends ?—A. I believe that the Michi- 
gan Bell Telephone Company defaulted some years ago on its bonds. Is that right, 
Mr. Ware ? 

Mr. WarE.—Yes, sir. 


The Witness.—May I call upon Mr. Ware for corroboration ? 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. Those are the two instances ?—A. The two instances. 

Q. And the only two instances you know of ?—A. The only two instances. 

Q. Were there in either or both of these two cases special reasons for bringing 
about that result that do not commonly exist ?—A. As to the State of Michigan, I do 
_not know. As to the territory controlled by the Central Union, I can only answer 
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from hearsay, and my information obtained in this way is that they spent so much 
money in fighting opposition by buying out independent plants 

Q. That was simply a matter of unbusinesslike and unwise business management ? 
—A. Yes, sir, it is my opinion. It is generally regarded as being bad management 
by those in the independent field. 

Q. Have you found farmers universally anxious to get farmers’ lines 2A. Not 
if they can get the service from the already existing company. 

Q. At reasonable rates ?—A. At reasonable rates. The development of farmers’ 
lines in the last ten years has been almost a hundred per cent. Prior to ten years ago 
such a thing as a telephone in a farmer’s house was an unknown quantity. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You say ten years ago?—A. About ten years ago in the States and this entire 


_ development has been superinduced by the advent of the independent movement, there 


is no question about it. 

Q. The system has been that of a series of independent lines, none owning long- 
distance lines throughout the whole territory, but each mutually agreeing to connect 
with the other ?7—A. Yes, sir. 


7 Q. There is that friendly feeling existing among the several independent lines ?— 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And all united together in antagonism to the Bell?—A. Yes, sir. 

.Q. That is the state of things ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Just one other question. I think you stated you did not consider it would be 
wise at the present time for the government to undertake the control of the long- 
distance lines ? What objection do you entertain or why do you think it would not 
be expedient or wise for the government of the Dominion of Canada to take over long- 
distance lines, paying a proper amount for it of course, and affording, at proper rates, 
connection over the long-distance line to any company, large or small, that might wish 
to use the line ?—A. My particular objection to governmental ownership applied to 
the question of local exchanges. There can be, in my opinion, no very great improve- 
ment made in the construction or operation of long-distance lines, so that it would 
come entirely within the province, it seems to me, of a government to either own, or 
at least supervise, the ownership or operation of those lines. But the condition of the 
art, so far as it pertains to local telephony, to local operating, is not sufficiently per- 
manent as to warrant any government in assuming it at this time. I believe that any 
such tendency on the part of a government would go far towards dwarfing the efforts 
of inventors. 

Q. There would not be the same enterprise ?—A. There would not be the same 
field. Here we have any number of manufacturers in the independent field, all of 
whom are looking for new ideas, new inventions. 

Q. To surpass their rivals /—A. Yes. But if you adopt this policy of public 
ownership the probability is that the government would patronize a single manufac- 
turer and in that way, in my opinion, the efforts of inventors would be dwarfed or 
nullified. 

Q. What you mean is that if the trunk lines are left in the hands of a private 
company it will afford a better service ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is the long-distance line itself 7—A. I refer more especially to the local 
lines, the local exchanges. The long-distance lines are about as perfect as they ever 
will be. 

Q. That being so, if the government takes over the long-distance lines only, and 
affcrds connection for the independent companies, is there not still left the same room 
for enterprise and the same desire and object to improve on the part of the local com- 
panies ’—A. That was the purport of my answer to your last question, that the en- 
¢<oureging conditions will still be there so far as they pertain to the local plants, but 
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that would not be required in long-distance construction for the reason that that is 
as nearly perfect as it is possible to make it. 

Q. Then you cannot see any objection, I take it, to the government taking over the 
long-distance lines and affording connection to the local lines from time to time ?— 
A. Conscientiously, no, except in so far as it would take its earning power away from 
the telephone company itself. 

Q. But other than that you can see no objection ?—A. No, sir. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. And you think that local enterprise would give the best local service ?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. While on the subject of the long-distance system, let me say that Mr. Ruther- 
ford, who has had considerable experience with the long-distance equipment at Cleve- 
land, in answering a letter from me, said :— 

‘There is connection by the independent system from Cleveland as far east as 
Syracuse, as far north as Grand Rapids, and southeast to Charleston and Wheeling, 
Va.: southwest to St. Louis, and to Kansas City, although the Kansas City line is not 
yet in complete operation, but up to the present time conversations have been had 
between Cleveland and Kansas City.’ 

Mr. Pickernell, in his evidence, referred to conversations over long-distance in- 
dependent lines. This question was put to him :— es 

‘Q. You of course are aware that they are talking now from Cleveland to St. 
Louis and even to Kansas City over the independent line. There must be a great 
many lines between those two points ?’ 

That was the question. And Mr. Pickernell’s reply was :— 


‘T am glad that you mentioned that, sir. They are not talking commercially over 
the independent line between Cleveland and St. Louis or Cleveland and Kansas City.’ 


Q. Do you know anything about that ?—A. I do not understand that they are 
talking commercially between Cleveland and Kansas City, but I am told that they are 
between Cleveland and St. Louis. I know that they are talking between Louisville 
and Kansas City. They have to go over that same portion of the circuit between 
Cleveland and St. Louis and Kansas City as exist between Terre Haute and St. Louis. 

Q. Mr. Rutherford states in his letter that it is not yet on a commercial basis ?— 
A. No, it is not commercially open. 

Q. Then Mr. Pickernell went on to say :— 


‘You can go into the city of Cleveland and you may make ten calls from the 
Cuyahoga Telephone Company’s station to St. Louis and you make another ten calls 
from those same terminals to the Home Telephone Company at Kansas City, and see 
how many times you will talk successfully or how many times you will talk commer- 
cially. You can get the president of at least one of those companies to give you testi- 
mony upon that point. I will say that the lines of the American Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Company between these points have existed for probably ten years, and we are 
still handling the business between these points. When a man in Cleveland wants to — 
talk with St. Louis, even if he has the Cuyahoga telephone at his desk, or when 4 man 
in Cleveland wants to talk to Kansas City, he steps around to the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany’s pay station because he knows he can talk that way, that he cannot talk over — 
the other lines.’ 


A. What is the date of that testimony ? 

Q. May 31.—A. Then I think perhaps that was true so far as it pertains to Kan- | 
sas City and Cleveland talking at that time. 

Q. Of course Mr. Rutherford claimed nothing for Kansas City—A. But I do 
not know that it is absolutely true so far as Cleveland and St. Louis business is con- 
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cerned. Mr. Pickernell may have had in mind the fact that there are moments of in- 
terruption to the Bell circuits as there are to independent circuits, in which case either 
one would have to go to the pay station of the other. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. There is no advantage there. What the Bell Company can do the indepen- 
dent companies can do ?—A. None whatever. They put up the same wires, put up 
the seme instruments and switchboard, and you have just as much advantage. 

q @. There is no doubt the Bell Company have a better long-distance service ?—A. 
- The Bell Telephone Company have the best patents and they have the best engineers 
jn the world. 

Q. But the ideal system would be one system under governmental control ?—A. If 
- you could get the same conditions throughout as exist in the dual service with regard 
to stability, improved efficiency of service, and low cost. 


By Mr, Johnston:: 


Q. Do you think as good a service could be had if it were under the control of the 
government ? If the service were owned by the government would you look forward 
to any improvement in it as against the improvements that would be inaugurated by 
the Bell Telephone Company or by any other great industry ?—A. To which service 
do you now refer, the long-distance or the local ? 

Q. I mean the service generally. You have got to consider the service as a whole. 
You cannot very well separate local and long-distance services. They are so inti- 
mately associated that you cannot separate them.—A. They are intimately associated 
from the commercial standpoint, from the electrical standpoint they are entirely 
divorced. 

Q. But must not the commercial standpoint ever be kept in view ?—A. It is the 
paramount issue of course. : 

Q. What I want to know is, what is your judgment as to whether a service owned 
by the government would be any better or more efficient than a service owned and con- 
trolled by a great industrial company like the Bell Company ?—A. I can see no reason 
why it should improve under governmental ownership. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. But it would be a more equitable service given to all kinds of companies ?— 
A. Yes, so far as sufficient service is concerned. 

Q. There would be no denial of the use of the line ?—A. That is purely a physical 
condition. Mr. Johnston asked me about the improvement in efficiency of service. 


By Mr. Johnston : 


Q. I am speaking entirely about the improvement in the efficiency of the service ? 
—A. I cannot conceive why it should be better under governmental control than under 
private control, where you are trying to do the best you can with the apparatus at your 
disposal. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. But a better service would be given to the different companies ‘—A. So far as 
the service is concerned. 

Q. The government would not refuse the business ?—A. No. 

Q. But there would be a better service to all-local companies ?—A. Looking at it 
from that point of view. 

Q. You would not be debarred, thrown out or bought out ?—A. No. 
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By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. What is the cost of the Blake transmitter?—A. As given to me it was estimated 
at $2. 

Q. That is the instrument ?—A. The transmitter alone. 

Q. I mean the instrument put in ?—A. I have no knowledge. 

Q. Is there any difference in the cost now, and the cost formerly, of the telephone 
instrument ?—A. I am no manufacturer , but my understanding is that the instru- 
ment of to-day costs less to produce than did the original Blake in its entirety. 

Q. Then the present Blake costs less than the original Blake ?—A. I will not say 
that. 

Q. They are so cheap that a farmer could get an instrument at $13.50, I believe 
that is what you stated?—A. That is my estimate of the cost. 

Q. That is less than formerly ?—A. T believe it is. 

Q. Then you also stated that the solid back transmitter can be produced for half 
the cost of the Blake ?—A. For one dollar. 

Q. For half the cost of the Blake ?7—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that it would cost one-half of $13.50 to the farmer ?—A. Not necessarily. 
There are other parts to be considered as well as the transmitter. My reference as to 
cost was purely in reference to the transmitter and no other parts of the telephone. 

Q. Are there many farmers taking the telephone now of their own motion ?—A. 
In my experience the demand is hard to fill. 

Q. What is the cause of that ? We have had witnesses here who spoke of light- 
ning-rod men going through the country ?—A. The cause is their desire to get into 
touch with the markets. 

Q. It is a good thing for the farmers ?—A. Absolutely so. 

Q. It is not because these men are going through the country and selling the 
farmers something they do not want ?—A. The agents are going through the country 
at the invitation of the farmers themselves. . 3 

Q. We have had before us other witnesses, and it has been argued on behalf of 
the Bell that it would not be proper to allow a farmers’ line with ten or fifteen on it— 
1 think fifteen in most instances—to connect with their central, that they preferred 
to have men come in and telephone from pay stations. Is there any difference in the 
operation whether a man goes into the pay station or whether he sends a message from 
an outside line ?—A. There is this difference: that in talking from a pay station he 
is talking over what we have to presume is an absolutely up-to-date apparatus. 

Q. Yes ?—A. And there is cut off. in that conversation, the length of line between 
the pay station and his house, which in itself materially increases the efficiency of the 
talking circuit. 

Q. It is merely for the benefit or non-benefit of the men using it ?—A. Entirely so. 

Q. But providing the company gets the same pay, would there be any difference 
in any man’s line ?—A. Assuming the condition of that line was perfect there would 
be no difference. 

Q. No difference ?—A. No. But if that line was in an imperfect condition it 
would necessarily lengthen the conversation, without a correspondingly increased re- 
muneration. Then you could readily see the circuit would have to be given up to an 
unnecessary length of talking. 

Q. They pay by the minute ?—A. But they sometimes take five minutes to say 
something which on a good line would only take three. 

Q. That would be to the detriment of the user 2~A. To the detriment of the 
company. 

Q. To the detriment of the man who has to .—A. The man who has to give 
the service, for the reason that the payee would claim the line was not working right. 


Q. Then if the small line is perfect there is no difference ?—A. None whatever. — 
When I say that I mean with due regard to the distance over which you want to talk. — 
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You cannot talk from a farmers’ ordinary telephone in central Illinois to Boston, but 
for all ordinary commercial purposes and assuming that the market centres with which 
the farmer has to deal are not too remote, it is perfectly within the range of possi- 
bility to talk on farmers’ lines. 


’ 


By the Chairman : 


Q. What distance would that be 2A. Two hundred miles with the use of the 
Biake transmitter. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. What are the rates for a farmer to connect with other farmers not over his own 
line ?—A. As I said, they vary in different parts of the country. In some places the 
charge is $3 a year for switching service. 

Q. What do they get for that ?—A. The services of the operator at the central 
office and communication with other parties. 

Q. Do independent companies desire to be connected with farmers’ lines ?—A. 
‘Those companies are encouraging the farmers’ development. 

Q. Which pays the best, the local line in towns of from 5,000 up to 10,000 popu- 
lation, or the long-distance line ?—A. I could not answer that for the reason I have 
not gone into the subject sufficiently. . 

Q. Which is the most expensive to build ?—A. Of what size ? 

Q. Take the trunk lines and the local lines, from which is the most revenue got ?— 
A. They get the most revenue out of the long-distance line. 

. In comparison with the cost ?—A. Yes. 

. Then the long-distance lines pay the best ?—A. Yes, in proportion to its cost. 
. You have had considerable experience, have you not ?—A. No, sir. 

. Do you know anything about it ?—A. Not enough to testify. 

. Do you know what they charge ?—A. With reference to service ? 

. With reference to service ?—A. Yes, sir. 

. Have you any knowledge that would lead you to suppose that a local line could 
be put into a town of 5,000 to 10,000 and give a service of from 100 to 300 for $1 a 
month ?—A. I am not competent to answer that question. 

Q. Not counting connection with the trunk lines ?—A. An exchange of 300 sub- 
scribers ? 

Q. From 100 to 300 in a town of from 5,000 to 10,000 people ?—A. For a dollar a 
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- month ? 


Q. Without counting the trunk line ?—A. I would not undertake to answer that 


— question. 


Q. Do you know if it has been done ?—A. I could not say. 
Q. Because it has been reported that such things have been done and have suc- 


-eeeded.—A. From personal experience I would not undertake to say I would care to 


try it. 
By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. Your experience in telephony is practically confined to the four states of the 
union you have mentioned ?—A. Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee. 

Q. Those are six of the largest states in the union, are they not, as far as tele- 
phony is concerned ?—A. Four of them are. 

Q. And the population there is pretty dense ?—A. Quite dense. 

Q. And the telephone areas are of course in the densest part of the state ?—A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. And the denser the population, of course, the cheaper you can give telephone 
rates ’—A. The cheaper the construction so far as meeting the demand is concerned. 
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Q. And consequently the cheaper the service /—A. Not necessarily so. You are 
referring now to density of population, which is applicable to large cities, we will 
assume. 

Q. I want to get the relation of the two. We will take both ways. Take first a 
dense population as applicable to large cities, and second a dense population as applic- 
able to rural communities.—A. In large cities 

Q. Take it first with regard to cities ?—A. In large cities the density of population 
would necessarily bring about a reduced average length of line. 

Q. To what extent ? To such an extent as to affect the rates /—A. So far as the 
construction of the line is concerned. It would not affect the rates. It is very much 
like a newspaper, the larger the circulation the more it will charge you for advertising 
and the more benefits you would secure. 

Q. Will the same conditions apply to rural communities ’—A. I think they do. 

Q. The greater the population that can be served by telephone the more valuable 
it is to a subscriber ?—A. Naturally so. 

Q. Your experience is confined entirely to the United States ?—A. My telephone 


experience. 

Q. You have not studied the conditions in Europe or in other parts of the world ? 
—A. No, sir. | 

Q. We had here a gentleman who had given a great deal of study to telephonic 
conditions for twenty-five years in different parts of the world, a gentleman called Mr. 
Herbert L. Webb, and I am going to quote now from his evidence with regard to gov- 
ernmental control to show how far you can ‘agree with him. At page 928 he was 
asked : ‘ From the observations that you have made, and from the experience that you 
have had, would you state concisely the objections that you see to interference by the 
government in the actual operation of telephone systems, either trunk lines or local 
telephones ?—A. I think the chief objection is that when you have government control 
and ownership, the management is no longer commercial. The ultimate management 
of the concern is governed by considerations that are foreign to the real business con- 
siderations that ought to govern the operation of the business. That is, the rates may 
be fixed in response to an uneducated public opinion, or to political pressure, or to 
whatever it may be. But as a general rule the policy of the business is governed by 
considerations that are foreign to the practical considerations of the business. Then 
there is another very broad objection that when once you get government money or 
municipal money invested in a business the tendency of those in control is to oppose 
any improvement, to oppose any change that would tend to supersede that investment. 
You find that very often in connection both with government enterprises and with 
municipal enterprises.,—A. That in effect expresses my views. 

Q. That is, you agree with that ?—A. With regard to the dwarfing of inventive 
enterprise. 

Q. More closely connected with that view of yours, I will quote again from Mr. 
‘Webb, on page 929, ‘Q. Would you say that would be the universal result of govern- 


ment ownership or control with regard to telephones ?—A. I should say, broadly 


speaking, that is one of the great objections. That it represses improvement, it re- 
presses initiative and the improvement of plant and systems, in accordance with in- 
vention and with the rise in the state of the art.’ 

A. Those are my views exactly. I have never set eyes on any similar testimony. 

Q. Then you are generally, and upon principle, and for the reasons which you 
have broadly outlined, opposed to government ownership or control ?—A. Of local 
plants. I still mantain that so far as the existing perfection of long-distance circuits 
ix concerned that the government could with very good results take control. 

Q. Has that been considered seriously in the United States, the acquisition by the 
state of the long-distance line ?—A. I do not think I ever heard of it being discussed. 

Q. The general current of opinion is opposed to that ?—A. I have no impression 
one way or the other. 
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_ Q. Have you considered it yourself in those states with which you are familiar {— 
A. I have not. 

Q. How would it work there ?—A. I do not believe it would work, for the reason 
that the relation between the states is not as familiar and friendly as it is between 
the provinces of Canada. 

Q. Would not the conditions with regard to government ownership or control of 
long-distance lines outlined by Mr. Webb, with which you agree, be exactly the same 
as with regard to the acquisition of local telephones ?—A. I think not. 

Q. You think it would not repress initiative and retard development ?—A. For 
the reason that I have already stated, I believe that the long-distance construction con- 
ditions are about as near perfect as they can ever hope to be. 

Q. You do not think improvements would be retarded ?—A. I cannot think of 
any possible way in which there can be further improvements. 

Q. Would not the service be better by a company endeavouring to make dividends 
than by a government ?—A. The service would necessarily have to be handled through 
the private companies opérating through the different cities because you have to reach 
them through the local exchanges, and the operation of the lines would be under the 
immediate supervision of the local exchanges, subject to such government restrictions 
as might be made. 

Q. Then, with regard to connections with local or rural companies, that is a mat- 
ter which requires a great deal of care, does it not, Mr. Tétu ?—A. Care, so far as 
physical and electrical conditions are concerned. 

Q. I must confess that I started out with the view that there would be no objec- 
tion to giving connections with rural companies, but isn’t it a detriment to the long- 
distance line to give connection to a rural company of inferior construction ?—A. Of 
inferior construction, yes. 

Q. This would reflect upon the line where the message originates ?—A. Yes, you 
are judged by the company you keep. 

Q. And consequently, if connection were made there would have to be some re- 
striction with regard to having the local system up to the standard ?—A. Yes, it must 
be brought up to the standard. 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. Do you know anything about government ownership, have you looked into it 
in Europe ?—A. No, I have not, Mr. Maclean. 

Q. Would you be surprised to learn that the cheapest telephone system in the 
world is a government system ?7—A. In Sweden ? 

Q. Yes.—A. I have heard that said. 

Q. Do you know that in regard to the cognate business of telegraphy that gov- 
ernment ownership in Great Britain doubled the number of words in a message, cut 
the price in two and extended the offices from 3,000 to 10,000 ?—A. Have they made 
money out of it ? 

Q. It has not made anything, it has made a small deficit. Did you know of that ? 
—A. No, I did not. 


By Mr. Boyce: 
Q. Do you know the conditions in Sweden ?—A. No. 
Q. You know it is generally the cheapest country in the world ?—A. Yes, I know 
it is regarded as having the greatest telephone development in the world. 
Q. Do you know the cost of telephony in Sweden is proportionately lower than 
the cost of any other matter or thing used by the individual in Sweden *—A. I do 
not know that. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. We are trying to arrive at the cost per station. Mr. Sise stated that in Cleve- 
~ land one company puts its equipment and capital under this heading at $349 per 
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subscriber, one at Pittsburg, $360, one at Kansas City, the Kansas City Home Tele- 
phone Company, gives the cost at $380 per subscriber, the Home Telephone Company 
of Louisville—these are independent companies I am giving.—A. Yes. 

Q. The Home Telephone Company of Louisville puts the cost at $301, and the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada at $141 per subscriber ?—A. Does he go any fur- 
ther and describe the character of construction or the territory over which it is spread? 

Q. No, he just gives the cost—A. You must understand that these figures, so 
far as they pertain to the independent companies, cover city construction only, which 
is necessarily more costly than rural construction, by reason of the interference of 
water and sewer and gas pipes, and the difference between soil and pavements. 

Q. His comparison in Louisville, for instance, is $301, as against in a city like 
Montreal, $141.—A. There is a nigger in the wood-pile somewhere, Mr. Chairman, as 
to these figures of the Bell. There certainly is not the same relative difference between 
the cost in Montreal and the cost in Louisville. The physical conditions of botn 
cities being so near alike and somewhat rocky. I cannot understand and will not 
admit the statement that their expenditure was $141—— 

Q. As against $301 ?—A. Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What is the name of that local company identified with the Bell with which 
you were first connected ’—A. The Chicago Telephone Company was my first Bell 
experience. 

Q. Do you know anything about the capitalization of that company ?—A. No, I 
was engaged in the operating department only. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Is there such a thing as an independent long-distance system in the United 
States—what I mean by that is a purely long-distance system, not a system, for in- 
stance, starting with Ottawa as its foundation or head office and operating outward— 
but purely a system that would pass through Ottawa ?—A. There are several. 

Q. Long-distance systems that have no connection further than a physical con- 
nection with the independent companies ?—A. There are several of them. We will 
take the United States Telephone Company, headquarters Oleveland, Ohio, which 
operates entirely through Ohio. There is the New Long-Distance Company in In- 
diana, operating in that portion of Indiana north of the Baltimore, Ohio and South 
Western Railway Company’s tracks. We have the Independent Long-Distance Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, which has a territory in southern Indiana and Ken- 
tucky and such other territory south as it may care to develop. West of that is the 
Kinloch Telephone Company, operating in Missouri and through Illinois, and con- 
necting with the Indiana company at Terre Haute and west of the Kinloch is the 
Kansas City Telephone Company. 

Q. A statement has been made that it would be impossible to operate an indepen- 
dent long-distance toll line.—A. Upon what theory ? | 

Q. On the theory that the rural lines are associated together so closely—A. That 
would have nothing whatever to do with the operation of the long-distance circuit, so 
far as it would pertain to a man in Cleveland wanting to talk to a man in Kansas City. 
It is perfectly possible, mechanically and electrically, and in all other ways, to talk 
over independent lines from Cleveland to Kansas City or from New York or to San 
Francisco for that matter, if the lines were there. It has been suggested that because 
there are so many different interests that the talking conditions are impaired thereby. 
That is not the fact. It is Just as possible to talk from Cleveland to Kansas City over 
several different companies as if it were over one line owned by one company. The 
theoretical objection is this, that the man at Cleveland will have his message relayed. 
Indianapolis may have two or three people waiting to take the same lines. Theoreti- 
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eally the net result would be that before you had got through to the other lines the 
Indianapolis central might put her three people through before you. Mr. Pickernell, 
I believe, undertakes to say that the appointment of a conference committee was 
brought about for the purpose of bettering the physical conditions of the line between 
the two points or among the several companies... That is perhaps true to a certain 
extent, but the real reason was to so harmonize the operating conditions as to permit a 
man at Cleveland to get connections in the same way as a man at Indianapolis. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Do these companies which are absolutely long-distance companies pay ?—A. 
Yes, sir. 


Q. What is the proportion between these and the local companies ?—A. As to 
what ? . 

Q. As to pay, as to profits. Which pay the best ?—A. I cannot answer definitely 
as to that. I believe the long-distance company is paying 6 per cent, and 1 understand 
ihe local company is paying about the same. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Do you know anything about the Central Energy system ? Suppose it is sub- 
stituted for the ordinary system, that would entail some cost on the company making 
the substitution ?—A. Naturally so. 


Q. Would it bring about any saving ?—A. It would result in reduced cost of 
operation. 

Q. So that company could not plead that the change would be a justification for 
the advance in rates ?—A. On the contrary, because of the reduced cost of operation 
it would be a good argument for the reduction of rates, if such a thing were thought 
necessary. An operator can do more work on a Central Energy board than on a drop 


board, and therefore can handle more subscribers. Consequently the number of oper- 
ators is reduced. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Probably the witness can tell us something that we may have omitted to ask. 


We are here for the purpose of seeing whether we can reduce the cost to the ordinary 
people. 


By Mr. Macfarlane : 
Q. You stated that the different independent companies were physically con- 
nected with each other ?—A. Yes, sir, some of them. 
Q. They always have a mutual arrangement, I understand ?—A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I suppose these companies have some system of operating rules ?—A. They 


_-have recently adopted a standard set of rules and regulations. 


Q. With the object of saving time, I suppose ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Saving time is the very essence of the commercial vatue of this business, I 
suppose ‘—A. More especially as it pertains to the long-distance service. 

Q. You stated that the exchange of business should be left to the companies them- 
selves rather than that it should be forced on them by the government. Is there any 
enforced physical connection in the United States ?—A. No, sir. If there is I do not 


know of it. 


Q. Yes. Before making connection with these companies —A. I beg your 
pardon. Recently a decision was given by the State Court of Kentucky in the case 
ef The Campbellsville Telephone Company vs. the Louisville, Lexington and ‘Lebanon 
Company, the points of which are these: The Louisville, Lexington and Lebanon 
Company was originally an independent company, but subsequently it was acquired by 
the Cumberland Telephone Company. Prior to this acquisition it had a contract with 
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the Campbellsville Telephone Company covering an exchange of service and a division 
of ownership, I believe, of toll lines between the two points. There was no period of 
time contained in this contract, but when the independent long-distance company 
wanted to construct a line to Campbellsville in the territorial division of which it 
was entitled to exchange to Lebanon, the Cumberland Company refused service and 
the case was taken to the courts, and they decided in favour of the Campbellsville 
Company. The Cumberland Company, or more properly, the Lebanon Company, in 
this case, carried it to the Court of Appeals, and they decided that inasmuch as there 
were no terms specified in the contract it must remain perpetual, or at least until one 
of these parties had gone out of existene:. 

Q. So that it was on the interpretation of your contract ?—A. Yes, it was on the 
interpretation of the contract. I believe they are going further with that appeal. It 
is still before the court. It was not taken up on the government’s behalf, but was 
simply a suit between the two parties. . 

Q. On the interpretation of a contract ?7—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If two connecting companies were connected physically, I mean if they had an 
enforced physical connection, would it not be possible for one line to waste the lines 
ot the other company to a considerable extent ?—A. It would be possible for one com- 
pany to kill the service for the other, or for each of them to kill the other’s service. 

Q. One line has such control over the line of the other company when it is physi- 
cally connected as to leave it open _—A. Hardly in that sequence. What I mean 
by ‘kill’ the service is this : If you had connection for a point on my line you might 
- so impair the condition of! your line as to throw the burden of the proof upon me. 

Q. Would it not be possible to fix the point of delay ¢—A. It would be almost 
impossible to locate the blame. 

Q. When you make connections with other companies, I suppose you look into 
their financial responsibility as well as their physical condition ?—A. Naturally. 

Q. Exactly like a merchant selling his goods ?—A. Exactly. 

Q. When you stated that the long-distance lines paid better than the local lines, 
I suppose that statement would bear this qualifcation, that the operation of long-dis- 
tance lines depends very much upon the territory which they cover ¢@—A. Well, we 
are assuming now that no one will construct through a territory that is not going to 
be remunerative. Of course long-distance lines cost more in some places than in others 
for construction, owing to the conditions of the soil, but the cost of operation remains 
the same. 

Q. Yes. As a matter of fact, a company which happens to be a long-distance line 
connecting two cities a considerable distance apart, is it not very often obliged to build 
through unremunerative territory (—A. Yes. Often there are territories which are 
absolutely devoid of remuneration. But naturally they will take a route through the 
country which will give them the most feeders. | 

Q. A telephone system operated by one company is a homogeneous whole, is it 
not 2A. It is becoming so in certain territories. I do not know whether it is so in 
all companies, but it is in the Cumberland. 

Q. I think you said in answer to a question by Mr. Boyce that the telephone de- 
velopment was in direct ratio to the density of the population. Ts that true ?—A. I 
say, I stated that the cost of the plant would be based upon the density of the popula- 
tion and the area. 

Q. In addition to that, is it not a fact that the telephone development is greater as 
a rule in thickly settled countries ?—A. That naturally follows, assuming that it has 
been operated in this particular community for some time. There are rural districts 
that do not know that there is such a thing as a telephone. 

Q. And where the population is dense is it not more remunerative than in 4 
sparsely settled country ?—A. That naturally follows. 

Q. On the question of rates, I want to ask a couple of questions there. The rates 
are based on the local conditions, I presume, are they not ? I mean on the cost of 
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construction, the area of the connection and other things of that nature 2—A. Yes, 
and on the labour. 

Q. On the labour, so the rates vary in different territories 2—A. There is not 
much variation in the independent companies in the United States. 

Q. Take cities of the same size, is it not quite reasonable that the rates should be 
different in cities of the same population but not of the same area ¢—A. Looking at 
it from the standpoint of population only, I should say that it is not unreasonable. 

Q. Take a city on a rocky soil, where construction is expensive and take another 
where the soil is more workable, and if these two cities have a very considerable dif- 
ference in area, would not the city with the rocky substructure, or the rocky area, 
naturally call for high cost of construction ?—A. It would call for a higher cost of 
construction. But looking at it from the standpoint of the extent of the service and 
from the standpoint of the public interest, there is no moral reason why I in Kansas 
City should pay more than you do in Louisville. 

Q. Looking at it from a reasonable standpoint, and if they have a large invest- 
ment at a local point and the cost of operation is greater, isn’t it reasonable that the 
rates should be higher 7—A. Assuming that you want to have some return on your 
money, yes. | 

Q. That is what all companies are in business for ?—A. Naturally. 

Q. We are talking about the cost of a Blake transmitter. Do you buy the Blake 
transmitter for your company ?—A. No, we would not buy them if we could. 

Q. You do not use them ?—A. No. 

Q. So that your statement about the cost is heresay, in a measure ?—A. It was 
given to me by a manufacturer who ought to know. 

Q. When you speak of a dollar for a transmitter proper 

_Q. You mean the transmitter proper ?—A. Yes. , 

Q. That is, the mouthpiece of the instrument ?—A. And what gives the trans- 
mitting qualities. 

Q. In the instrument as a whole ?—A. I think I said go. 

Q. I did not know that was quite clear. I suppose the same difference in rates 
would apply to farmers’ lines as to local conditions, that is, the cost of construction 
and the other conditions of that kind would apply ?—A. Yes. I would not build 
farmers’ lines and rent them and maintain them for less than $15 a year. 

Q. And also the relative density of population ?—A. I said that my estimate as 
to revenue was based on the possibility of securing ten subscribers to the mile within 
a radius of twenty-five miles. 


—A. I mean $2. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Speaking about killing the service between two lines, is it your experience— 
you have seen a great deal of connection between diflerent companies?—A. No, I have 
not. 

Q. Companies that did not compete, but different zompanies ?—A. Yes. 

Q. And there is no reason why the interest should not be mutual, there is a good 


‘profit for both companies ?—A. I should think so, but the natural desire of one man 


to whip another 

Q. You say there may have been an instance of the court insisting on the con- 
tracts of a company being carried out. I have here the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral of Wisconsin. He shows that telephones are common carriers, and the courts con- 
firm that—they would insist on a company giving physical connection.—A. They 
might so decide, but I would not undertake to say whether they would give a full and 
perfect service. 


Q. You might insist on physical connection ?—A. Yes. 
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By Mr. Macfarlane : 


Q. The successful operation of an interchange of business is dependent on a 
community of interests ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Based on friendly relations between the companies @—A. Yes, entirely so. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. It can be based on government insistence upon it 2—A. As far es connections, 
yes, but with government insistence you are throwing trouble in the path of these 
ecmpanies. 


By Mr. Macfarlane : 


Q. In your opinion, the only way in which physical connections can be successful 
is where there is a community of interest?—A. There must be agreement to secure 
a successful commercial result. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Have you had knowledge of states interfering with the rates, controlling the 
rates; do you know anything about that ?—A. None within my immediate experience 
and no knowledge of it except that it has been handed duwn to me as a matter of his- 
tory that the government undertook to do it in Indiana some years ago and it worked 
such disastrous results that it was subsequently repealed. 

Q. Why did it work disastrously ?—A. I do not know. It was before I came into 
the telephone business. .It was handed down to me as history. 

Q. Would there be any reason where one company competes with another and 
lowers the rate and both companies pay a dividend, in the adjoining state there is only 
one company, but it has a high rate. Is there any objection to the state coming in 
and lowering the rates ?—A. From a personal standpoint I should say no. 

Q. From a business standpoint ?—A. From a business standpoint, I should say 
not, if I was a man who was looking to get into the locality. If I was already in I 
would object. 

Q. Would it not tend to increase the number of telephones if you lowered the 
rates ?—A. Naturally so. 

Q. That would be better for the company ?—A. Up to a certain extent it might. 
The larger the number of telephones the greater the cost of operating, and then you 
cet to a point some day that it will not pay. 

Q. The company receives more money ?—A. The greater the income the greater 
the expenditure, and so the net revenue is correspondingly reduced. That has been 
proven time and again, not only in independent fields but in the Bell. 

Q. Long distance or local companies ’—A. Local offices. 


Ry Mr. Maclean : 


Q. The bigger the city the tendency is to increase the rate ?—A. Yes. 

Q. It is dearer in New York than in Toronto ?—A. Yes. If you had a $4 rate 
in Toronto you might so increase the number of subscribers as to render it impossible 
to make money at that rate. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Your contention is that it is a benefit to the farmer and to the people in small 
districts to have telephones. The more they have the better for them ?—A. From every 
point of view, both from the standpoint of the farmer and the company. 

A. And where there is competition the rates are lower and both companies pay. 
That is your opinion?—A. It depends on the rates. Of course, there may be some 
points 
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Q. Where there is competition ?—A. Yes. 
Q. From your knowledge ?—A. Yes. 


‘By the Chawman : 


Q. The object largely of this committee is to see if some practical system cannot 
be adopted whereby the farming interests can be served efficiently and cheaply. Now 
one of the marvellous things that has cropped up in this investigation is the enormous 
difference in the number of telephones used in the United States as compared with 
(Canada. Can you give us any idea as to what is the cause of this ? Are the condi- 
tions so much superior over there to what they are here ?—A. I do not know what the 
conditions are here in Canada with reference to the density of population. In the 
rural districts the farmers may be so far apart as to make it enormously expensive to 
operate or for the companies to construct their lines. It may be that the farmers have 
been discouraged from building their line. But it seems to me that the establishment 
of exchanges in the smaller towns and the building of lines by the farmers themselves 
would be the means of developing a rural business. 

Q. To what do you attribute the great development of telephones in the United 
States within the past ten years ’—A. To the advent of the independent telephone. 
There was seemingly no effort on the part of the Bell Company in the territory with 
which I am familiar to encourage these farmers’ systems. On the contrary, when I 
was connected with the Bell Company I often went out with authority to turn down 
business. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Would the advent of the independent companies and the willingness of the 
independent companies to work one with the other account for the development ?—A. 
Yes, sir. The Bell companies in my territories and in the territories with which I 
am familiar, are very glad to get the farmers’ trade, they are reaching out for it now 
in all directions. 

Q. As a matter of fact, has your experience not been largely in the larger centres? 
—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Not in the rural ones ?—A. Not so much as in the larger centres, I have had 
experience in the rural districts of Illinois and some in Kentucky. 


By Mr. Macfarlane : 


Q. The development of the farmers’ systems in the United States is quite recent, 
is it not ?—A. Yes, in the last ten years. 

Q. Is it not natural that the development should take place in the larger centres 
first 2—A. In Indiana the development started in the smaller centres and extended 


to the larger ones later. 


Q. As a rule, though, it starts in the large centres first ?—A. That naturally fol- 
lows. There are, however, more farmers within the immediate radius of smaller towns 
than in the city cf Indianapolis, consequently the development around the smaller 
towns would be the first to take place. 

Q. The farmers’ lines are not confined to any one territory?—-A. They are spread 
cut all over the state. 
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Mr. J. B. Wart, of Grand Rapids, Mich., called and sworn : 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I understand you have had considerable experience with the automatic tele- 
phone system in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and as it is practically new to us in Canada 
we are not prepared to question you very much on that system. We would prefer 
rather if you would give us a general statement in your own way.—A. Yes. 

Q. You might start with a statement of your own experience with the telephone 
companies.—A. It might save time if I gave you a brief history of our company, lead- 
ing up to the time when we adopted the automatic switchboard eighteen months ago. 
Would that be satisfactory ? 


The CuarrMAn.—Yes. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Give your own experience first——A. At Grand Rapids in 1895, owing to the 
poor service and the high rates of the Bell Company, the citizens undertook to provide 
themselves with a telephone service, although knowing nothing about the business. I 
was selected as the manager and for five years had charge of the business interests of 
the company. I had had no previous telephone experience whatever, and this was true 
in regard to all the other officers, directors and shareholders of the company at that 
time. The Bell Telephone Company had on their exchange in Grand Rapids at that 
time 1,471 telephones, and their rates were $48 for business and $36 for residence tele- 
phones, being a reduction of $2 on business telephones and $4 on residence telephones, 
as compared with what the rates had been the year previous, when the franchise was 
granted to our local company. We had no intention of going beyond our city limits at 
the time we began construction, our object being to secure a good local service, and at 
more reasonable rates, if possible. We only capitalized for $100,000. We expected 
that $75,000 would be sufficient to care for our construction and to put in perhaps 1,500 
or 1,600 telephones on a common return system. We began to give telephone service 
on July 1, 1896. There were then about 1,000 subscribers, and by January 1, 1897, 
we had 1800 in our service. It was the first independent company in the United 
States to have over 600 subscribers in service; also to have 2,500 telephones. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What are your rates?—A. We began with $30 for business and $20 for resi- 
dence telephones. We hopsd to have 1,600 to 1,800, but we never expected to exceed 
2,500 telephones. We had a constant growth from the day w started up to the present 
time. Each month showed a net gain. We reached eventually 5,000 telephones, which 
we operated upon our original transfer switchboards, manufactured by the American 
Electric Telephone Company, Chicago, II. 

Q. What is the population of the city ?—A. Our present population is 95,000. 
We had 87,556 in 1900 and 64,000 in 1890, so it was probably about 75,000 at the time 
we commenced construction. Our growth was far beyond our expectations, and our 
plant, of course, gradually increased in cost, i.e., the average cost per telephone in- 
creased as the plant enlarged, owing ito the increased length of the lines and the fact 
that instead of having an entire aerial or pole construction, we were compelled to put 
in underground cables. We started with the common return system and gradually 
changed to a metallic, largely cable, system. Having reached 5,000 telephones on our 
transfer board—I understand nowhere had there ever been 3,000 on such a board 
before—we were compelled to put in new boards having larger capacity. Not only the 
cost of the boards and telephones, but the cost of operation and maintenance, of course, 
was of vast importance to us. A rigid investigation of approximately ten months 
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demonstrated that the automatic would give the best service, and be cheapest to oper- 
ate, and we adopted and installed it in our city, being that manufactured by the Auto- 
matic Electric Company of Chicago, IIl., under the Strowger patents, so-called. We 
began to give service with the automatic board on January 9, 1904, eighteen months 
ago, with 5,100 telephones. The change from the old to the new service was affected 
with exceedingly little inconvenience to the subscribers, and without any interruption 
to the business community. We have had a growth of over 1,500 telephones during 
the last eighteen months. We had a net growth of 1,028 telephones for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1905. We had on July 1 of this year in service at Grand Rapids 6,632 
telephones directly connected with our automatic exchange, besides having, over the 
toll and long-distance lines, connection with about 70,000 other independent telephones 
in Michigan, 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What is the percentage of the business and the residence telephones ?—A. 
During our early years the business telephones were most numerous. We now have 
3,104 business and 3,528 residence telephones in service. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. How many Bell Telephones were there at the same date in Grand Rapids ?— 
A. About 2,700 at the same date, as near as we can tell. 

Q. How many were there in your own company ?—A. Six thousand six hundred 
and thirty-two, and there are about 2,700 Bell telephones, taking their directory for 
the basis. We check each Bell directory numerically, so as to know how many tele- 
phones there are on each line and the total number of telephones. They do not an- 
nounce the actual number of telephones in service; we think that 2,700 is a fair 
estimate. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. What are your rates now ?—A. At the present time $24 for residence tele- 
phones and $36 for business telephones. As the exchange grew larger our expenses 
naturally increased somewhat, because the lines were longer, &c. And as the exchange 
grew larger our average income per telephone decreased. I trust you will remem- 
ber the words I am using now. The average income per telephone decreased, by rea- 
son of the fact ‘that the growth was very much larger among the residence than among 
the business telephones. Of the first 3,000 telephones that we had, probably 2,000 of 
them were business and 1,000 residence. But of the next 3,000, perhaps two-thirds of 
them were residence and one-third business, as a proportion. So that at the present 
time the residence telephones exceed the business telephones, and the average income 
is slightly lower. Therefore, with a slightly increased average cost of maintenance, 
by reason of the long lines requiring more care and greater expense for repairs, and 
with increased operation expense, at the same time our average income per telephone 
has decreased. Thus, an expert operator can only make 1,200 or 1,600 contacts a day 
She can care for more subscribers on a small exchange than on a large one. On half 
of our Grand Rapids switchboards the average was only fifty subscribers to an opera- 
tor, and the increased cost of operation was very perceptible. This item alone might — 
not have effected the results materially, but as our exchange grew larger the net profits 
were reduced by reason of the lesser average income and the greater expense of opera- 
tion and maintenance. These facts are not readily understood, and that is why I have 
gone into the details. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. What can you tell us about the Bell ?—A. Just a moment. We therefore in- 
creased our rates (on April 1, 1904) as soon as we found that the aytomatic service 
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was so rapid, accurate, secret, and entirely satisfactory, from $20 to $24 for residence 
telephones, and from $80 to $36 for business telephones, being the limit under the 
franchise under which we are operating. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. It is a franchise granted by the municipality ?—A. Yes, by the municipality. 
‘When we began to give service in 1896 and it was found that the exchange could 
actually give service successfully, the Bell Company, after we had given service three 
months (in October, 1896), brought in expert solicitors from the outside and with local 
solicitors of political and social influence, mede a very heavy canvass of our city. 
They reduced the rates upon business ’phones to $24 a year and upon residence tele- 
phones they gave a free service, under a contract which called for free service for one 
quarter. Owing to our severe competition, however, that free residence service was 
continued for two years. 


By Mr. Lewis : - 


Q. One quarter~~that is three months ?—A. Yes, we in Michigan collect our ren- 
tals, both Bell and Independents, three months in advance—theoretically, and practi- 
cally in the great majority of cases. By this free service, continued for two years 40 
residences and the $6 less rate to business places, the Bell Company increased its ex- 
change (formerly 1,471, but which had been reduced down to about 750 by reason of 
our competition) to about 4,400 telephones. They installed a central energy switch- 
board, and only by the most careful effort on our part and the having of the most com- 
petent men procurable, were we able to secure to our subscribers on our transfer mag- 
neto system, a service which was sufficiently satisfactory to the community to enable 
us to compete with the central energy. We did have a steady gain in telephones, how- 
ever, which indicates the degree of our success. After securing a large increase in 
subseribers by reason of its free service, the Bell increased its rates to $12 for resi- 
dence telephones, doing away with free service. Our residence rate remained at $20 
and business rate at $30. We did not change our rates, as we recognized that the 
main object of the Bell Company in making a free service was to force a reduction of 
our rates, and thus compel us to retire from the business because we could not give 
service at less than cost. When the Bell changed from free service to a $12 residence 
rate they lost a very large number of telephones, and had perhaps 2,500 left when we 
increased our rates to $24 and $86 on April 1, 1904, as stated. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Was that with the automatic ?—A. Yes. We increased our rates, as before 
stated, three months after the automatic was installed, at which time the Bell in- 
creased their rates to $18 for residence telephones and $30 for business telephones, so 
that their rates for both business and residence service at the present time are $6 less 
per telephone than our rates. We believe that the tendency is for the Bell telephones 
to decrease in numbers. They are keeping constantly in the field several solicitors 
and there are a good many changes being continually made in their list of subscribers. 
We have had for nearly two years but one man who goes to see parties who desire to 
have telephones put in. He is our only solicitor, and except one man for a few weeks 
we have had none other in Grand Rapids during the ten years in which we have been 
doing business. It may interest you to know that at the time that we increased our 
rates by $4 for residence and $6 for business ’phones (in April, 1904), out of 
about 5,400 ’phones working at that time we lost 52 subscribers during April, and had 
« gain of 64. So that we had twelve more telephones in service at the end of April, 
after increasing our rates, than we had at the beginning of the month. We had a net 
gain of 113 telephones installed during the three months after we raised the rates. 
There was not one item in the newspapers criticising us, nor one letter of complaint 
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written us, by reason of the change of the rates. The people realized that the rates 
were reasonable and that the quality of the service was far superior to that of a cen- 
tral energy plant, or any other, and they were willing to pay the new rates. We have 
found that as a rule the people of our section of the state have had no complaints to 
make in regard to the Independent rates that have been asked from time to time— 
because there have been a few places where other changes were made by reason of the 
growth—because of the good quality of the service furnished and satisfaction given 
in reasonable rates established. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Are there any special reasons why they kept your telephones at $20 and did 
not take the Bell telephones at nothing, when each company had about the same num- 
ber of subscribers ’—A. I am glad that you mentioned this, because I want to give 
you the facts. There are two reasons that, will appeal to you as “ special.” One is that 
our company was organized, as I stated, for the purpose of securing at reasonable 
rates good service to ourselves—the business men of the community. When our rates 
were established at $20 and $30, as stated, we did not know whether they would make 
a profit or not. Inasmuch as we had no prospective profit, which it would be neces- 
sary to have to sell stock to the average investor, to secure funds for the building of 
our lines, we took small subscriptions for stock from the citizens at large. Thus we 
had 264 stockholders for the first $75,000 of subscription. We have no bonds issued 
upon our property. We have sold our own stock, and always at par, to the citizens of 
Grand Rapids and western Michigan, without paying any commission to brokers or 
trust companies, and no man has any of our stock who has not paid 100 cents on the 
dollar in cash for it. This is true of the original officers of the company, as well as 
the directors and those who have taken stock more recently. We extended our lines 


_ from Grand Rapids to the other communities, as necessity required, and undertook 
_ to develop territory that was commercially tributory to Grand Rapids, which is the 


metropolis of western Michigan. By reason of that development, we have now some 
65 exchanges, having fifteen or more telephones each, the largest being the Grand 
Rapids exchange (6,650). Thus we own the exchange at Lansing (1,800), one at Tra- 
verse ‘City (1,300), one at Battle Creek((600), and one at Jackson (2,750), and sixteen 
others having 200 to 800 telephones each. We also own a comprehertsive toll line sys- 
tem in western Michigan covering over 10,000 square miles, having about 1,400 miles 
of poles, 6,000 miles of wire and over 22,000 telephones. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Just a moment; will you tell us how your capital increased from the origin 
of your company up to the present point ?—A. As the exchange at Grand Rapids 
grew and we were compelled to build toll lines to these smaller municipalities and 
exchanges therein, we had to increase our capital from time to time. We increased 


it to $200,000, to $500,000, to $1,000,000, and then to $2,000,000. Our stock issue of 


the present time is about $1,890,000, which is the actual cash that we received for our 
property. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Who holds it ?—A. It is held very largely in Grand Rapids, between perhaps 
1,200 and 1,300 stockholders. We have a total of perhaps 1,550 stockholders. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Is the stock on the market for anybody to buy ?—A. It is sold by the com- 
pany to anybody who may want it. We have no‘board of trade in which there is a 
quotation of the stock or anything of that kind. We have never sent our stock into 
any other city to be sold. 
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Q. Anybody can buy it ?~A. Yes, with one restriction. At the time the Detroit 
company was sold out (1900), the Bell Company making the purchase, said Bell Com- 
pany tried to purchase our property. We refused to sell. The Bell undertook to force 
us to sell out by buying our stock from our stockholders at $115 to $125. At that 
time we had only $394,000 of stock issued. We called a meeting of our stockholders 
and presented to them a pooling agreement which provided, among other things, that 
those entering into the pool relation gave to the trustees, three in number, and to the 
other members of the pool, an option to purchase, at such price as they could get 
from anyone else for their stock, in case they desired to sell. That was made a legal 
option, cash payment being made to each member of the pool for that option. Since 
that date, in order to prevent the control of the company from getting into the hands 
of the Bell Company, who might want to force us out of the market, because ours 
is the chief company in Michigan (having now over 22,000 telephones), we have asked: 
all of those who desired to become stockholders to deposit their stock under the 
pooling agreement. I think with a single exception they have all been very willing 
to do this, because the trustees have not power to sell or mortgage the property. They 
simply vote as the majority of the pool may direct from time to time at the stock- 
holders’ meeting. The property cannot be changed or sold without a meeting of the 
pool stockholders being called, and notice must be served properly stating the object 
of such meeting. We feel that with 1,500 stockholders we are very much more safe 
from a sale to the Bell under 'that pooling agreement than we would be if the com- 
pany was owned by half a dozen average citizens. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Will you tell us how it is to-day ?—A. We were very much surprised at the 
end of the first year—and my board of directors questioned the accuracy of my 
fizures—to ‘find that we had a profit. During the next three months, my books were 
all checked up and it was then demonstrated that the figures were absolutely correct. 
So, in fifteen months after beginning to operate—we only had $100,000 capital at that 
time—we declared a 20 per cent stock dividend to absorb a major portion of the 
profits that had gone back into the business, during such period, and then began , to 
pay a 2 per cent quarterly dividend, out of our net earnings. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. On $120,000 ?—A. On our actual stock issued. : 

Q. Would that be ($120,000 ?—A. Yes. One item of the company’s expense is 
the tax to the state of 8 per cent on our gross income—which 'goes into the public 
school fund—being the only telephone tax we have in Michigan. After paying opera- 
tion and maintenance expenses, repairs, reconstruction, and the state tax mentioned, 
we have had suflicient net profits to pay, and have paid continually 2 per cent quar- 
terly cash dividends. The dividend which we pay on the 20th day of this month 
(July) will be our thirty-second dividend. In other words, for eight years we will have 
paid annually 8 per cent cash dividends. In addition to that we have kept our pro- 
perty in strictly first class condition. Last year, ending June 30, 1904, our income 
exceeded expenses and taxes by 114 per cent of our capital, upon which we paid 8 per 
cent (2 per cent quarterly) dividends, and had 34 per cent remaining. 

Q. Have you any reserve fund ?—A. We have on our books a $55,000 surplus. 
After the dividends, the balance of the profits have gone back into the property each 
year, to properly care for depreciation, if there is any beyond our repairs and recon- 
struction. We want to know that that property is good from year to year, and under- 
take to be liberal in our repairs. 


By Mr. Lewvs : 
Q. Did you have any bonus from the city?—A. Not a dollar. 
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Q. And have as much profit now as you had when your prices were very much 
less {—A. We pay the same dividend as we have always paid, and had 34 per cent left 
last year, as stated. ; 


By Mr. Maclean : 

Q. You are paying on $2,000,000 ?—A. We are now paying on $1,890,000—the 
stock issued at par. 

Q. You changed over from one system to another, is that the cause of your in- 
crease in capital?’—A. No, sir, we have increased our capital six times to provide for 
new business. We had authorized the increase to $2,000,000 before we made the change 
from one system to the other. We had to have a new switchboard because the demand 
for telephones was beyond our switchboard capacity; the old board had reached its 


- limit, and we had over 500 orders for telephones which could not be cared for until 


a new board was put in. 


By Mr. Lewis : 

Q. Where did you get the money ?—A. We have sold from time to time as the 
business has required, stock at par to our citizens and neighbours, and all the stock 
outstanding, approximately $1,890,000, represents that much of the cash which has 
been used in the development of our business in the various parts of western Michi- 
gan, including this change of apparatus. As in the other states, there has been a 
large growth in telephones in Michigan during this past ten years, because of our 
good service and reasonable rates. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. You may tell us about the development of the system, when you began ex- 
panding outside of Grand Rapids. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


(Q. At the time you paid 20 per cent on your stock, fifteen months after you 
started, how many stockholders did you have ?—A. About 300. I regret that I have 
not the exact figures. As showing the growth of our Grand Rapids exchange, I in- 
troduce the first page of our February, 1905, directory, which contains a table showing 
the number of subscribers’ names, number of telephones in Grand Rapids, and num- 
ber reached by our toll and long-distance lines, as shown in each of our issues 2f 
directories, which number seventeen in all. The table is as follows :— 

This exchange began to give city service July 1, 1896. Its growth and also that 
of its toll line connections is indicated in the following :— 


ae 


| Z | | 
: »| Telephone | g . 
. Subscribers . . | State Line Total 
Directory. Date Issued. Names. aes | Telephone. | Telephones. 
)xchange. 

ENR a AR nF cali oc sy VUNG: Le RSG s, eta 1,600 | 400 | None 400 
EST) 1s Ven uk WOOD. by ESUOU a Aaa 1,750 1,460 | 951 2,411 
AT Re es een ee petey Fidan ah SO Texas aes 2,000 NIZE 1,628 3,404 
Ta ae ee ne areas NAEP an 0 ae 87 A 2,200 1,919 | 1,848 3,767 
Sa een re he eee ee fe Oct-20; S07... | 2,359 2,074 | 2,028 4,102 
ER eet ok SARIN. SEP A pl. 22; 1898. 205. A. 2,650 2,326 4,382 6,708 
ameenGi. ok ly «Soe 3 ENN OV irl, cle lou se itek 2,500 2,488 5,677 8,165 
“og Bonin ide ilerd dt 50 ede May 1, 18000 3,280 2,841 19,043 21,884 
Aa Cone fe eiNovacl, 1eggvoue so 3,500 3,064 20,000 23,064 
BBL Lia Dideeys «cuter vig htm ine des, MawiSicl 900) esis 3,800 3,306 21,888 25,194 
MOVEDEN. ss. bas ee an NOY «bs 900s. oi. 2. 3,940 3,428 22,000 25,428 
PO Oe aie dee Roce oa sss Miay DP Lee ce t . 4,130 3,509 24,050 27,609 
Benetieenih: 2 cr odd. Sis). 3. ans Qi 1902 YP. a, 4,570 4,121 24,155 28,276 
MSIL AON EO eo ek Sept. 10,1902...... 5,230 4,768 29,450 34,218 
Biren a. Ay one: es oi May. 9, TOUS. sc... 5,760 5,194 33,069 38,173 
prxtesntaerc SS Blake. DeG29/19082..25 2: 5,940 5,277 39,335 44,602 
Seventeenth ... ........ celeb July 29, 1904........ 6,336 5,633 49,658 55,291 
PCMOTUN re 2) ok an ae a s,s TDA er LOO ic ta cai | 6,971 6,237 59,725 65,972 
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On January 1, six months after we started in business, we had 1,776 telephones, 
according to above report; we grew constantly, so that after the first fifteen months 
of operation (October 1, 1897) we had 2,050 telephones. We were in debt for about 
$2C,0C0, at the time we made our stock dividend. We had $26,400 net earnings, as I 
vemember the figures, so that we declared a $20,000 stock dividend and $6,400 was 
charged to operation and maintenance as a depreciation for the first fifteen months, 
being about 6 per cent. You will permit me to state this, however, as explaining 
these very flattering figures, that we were then operating a plant entirely of aerial 
construction, and the majority of our telephones were in business places, centrally 
located. Our system was at that time a common return system, and not a metallic or 
two-wire system. The first wire which I purchased for the company cost $1.90 per 
hundred pounds, whereas now it would cost over $4 per hundred. The cedar pole ter- 
ritory of Michigan was only from 100 to 150 miles from Grand Rapids. We paid 65 
cents for 25 feet 6 in. top cedar poles in Grand Rapids, when to-day they would cost 
from $1.40 to $1.45. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. They do not average $1.40 ?—A. Yes, to-day for 25 ft. 6 in. poles. Our 60-foot 
poles (and we had to have a large number of them), cost $8, delivered at Grand Rapids, 
at that time, which is less than one-half the cost to-day. I got a few 65-foot poles at 
$9, and several 70-foot poles, with 7 and 8-inch tops, at $10 apiece, less than half pre- 
sent prices. Thus the cost of construction for labour and material was not so much 
per telephone during the first few years, as it has been since. It has also somewhat in- 
creased, as we have had to build in the outlying districts of our city. So that when 
you come to figure that we had $26,000 profits on fifteen months business at the $20 


and $30 rates, on a capital of $100,000, you must remember that our service ten years . 


ago was given under different conditions and a different’ and less expensive character 
of construction, and a service which to-day, after having had the automatic, would 
not be satisfactory to our people. It was, however, equal to the service which the Bell 
Company was giving, and I believe a large majority of our patrons found it better 


than the Bell service. 


Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. How much did that new switchboard cost you ?—A. The automatic boards 
for one switch and one telephone, with the central office equipment installed, costs 
$39.50 in the market to-day, and that is the lowest price at which it can be secured, I 
understand making the cost approximately $162,500. 

Q. That is for how many subscribers ?—A. Thirty-two dollars and fifty cents is 
for one subscriber’s switch and telephone, with the switch in the central office and the 
central office equipment complete. In an exchange of several thousand telephones it 
will cost you the same price—$32.50 per telephone. 

Q. Cannot you give us the lump sum for the office equipment and the telephone 
in the subscriber’s premises ? Your switchboard cost you how much ,for so many sub- 
seribers ?—A. We established 5,000 switches for 5,000 subscribers’ lines. 

Q. How much would they cost, 5,000 switches ?—A. Five thousand times $32.50 
(for 5,000 switches and telephones), being $162,500. 

Q@. That is for 5,000 ?—A. Yes, for 5,000 individual subscribers’ central office 
equipment and telephones—single lines. Party lines average less per telephone. 

_Q. And for 10,000 it would be double 2—A. Just double. These are put in 100 at 
a time. The switches being mounted 100 on a frame, you can increase your exchange 
100 at atime. The increased cost would be the same, $32.50 for each switch, or $3,250 
for each 100 subscribers’ exchange equipment and telephones. It does not increase 
like the Central Energy board, where the larger the exchange and the more telephones 
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you have, the greater each switchboard connection costs. Thus the cost per line for 
10,000 central energy switchboard is double the cost per line for 1,000. 

Q. What did you do with the old switchboard and telephones?—A. We varnished 
the boxes of the telephones and made any repairs that were necessary. When we in- 
stalled our automatic we took out 5,000 telephones at Grand Rapids and we have al- . 
ready distributed over half of them through our territory. They talk just as well as 
any other telephone, a majority being American Electric Company telephones, many 
put in eight years ago. They are the granular carbon transmitter, as are the Bells long- 
distance telephones. We are building farmers’ lines and all our exchanges are grow- 
ing beyond our original expectations. We have used in our other exchanges about 3,000 
of these original 5,000 telephones during the one and a half years that have elapsed 
since we took them out of Grand Rapids. Our old switchboard had been pretty well 
used up and while we have used part of it, most of it was of little value. The ori- 
ginal cost on the cars at Grand Rapids was only $3.25 a line, so that now after having 
nearly nine years use of it we can well afford to throw it away. 

Q. Now, as a matter of fact, half of these switchboards are thrown away. They 
are usually destroyed ?—A. If we put a new switchboard in an exchange-—for in- 
stance our Lansing board has about reached its limit, about 1,800, and we have soon 
to change it—the old board will be taken apart, in 100-line sections and used wherever 
we can use small switchboards. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q@. Does it not go on the junk heap then ?—A. We lose perhaps $2 by deprecia- 
tion. We offer it at about $2 less than the original cost, per drop, same as we do our 
telephones. 

Q. So that you are still a dollar in ?—A. No, the original cost was $9.90 for each 
telephone. 

Q. No, the RUE ae ?—A. Oh, the switchboard. As a matter of fact the 
Grand Rapids switchboard had very little value itself. I would not say whether it 
would average a dollar per line or not. We did not consider it of any value. We 
were taking it out and we considered it junk. 

Q. What Mr. Bergeron says is true, then. Practically the switchboard goes on 
the junk heap ?—A. No, that is not true of all switchboards, especially those taken 
out of small exchanges, being replaced by larger boards. The old ones can be used in 
exchanges requiring that size of board. Our Grand Rapids board was a good magneto ~ 
transfer board, built for 3,000 telephones. Mr. Charles L. Boyce, electrician for the 
Michigan Telephone Company, said it was absolutely impossible under any conditions 
to so manipulate our old board as to have over 3,500 *phones working on it. We put 
in jacks—where the connections are made with the plugs on the board—all up along 
the sides of the board and along the top, and just simply cut that board anywhere and 


_everywhere to temporarily care for our growth, and so actually reached 5,100 ’phones 


instead of 3,500., That board was so badly cut up that we called it junk, but ordin- 
arily that would not be true. That was the result of the congested condition of our 
Grand Rapids business. But when we take the board out of Lansing it will be in a 
condition to use elsewhere. We will take it out because it is not large enough to care 
for the business offered. It is an American Electric Company’s magneto ‘ Express’ 


board. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. What is the intrinsic value of a board ?—A. The magneto switchboard in a 
small exchange of 100 to 500 costs in the neighbourhood of $3 to $3.50 installed ready 
for service. 

Q. I want to know the intrinsic value of a board ?—A. In speaking of $3.25 or 
$3.50, I speak of the line or the jack, the connections on the board. A 100-subscriber 
magneto switchboard would cost about $325. Is that what you mean? 
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Q. I will tell you my idea. I am under the impression that the cost of a switch- 
board is in the making of it, in the construction of it, in the amount of money paid 
for putting it in position. When the switchboard is in operation it has cost a great 
deal more for putting it in operation than the intrinsic value of it when you undo 
that board, that is, if you use it somewhere else. What is the intrinsic value of that 
board that is changed ?—A. I will try and see if I can give the information you want. 

Q. You understand what I mean ?—A. I think so. 

@. We have been told here that when a switchboard is replaced it is actually of 
no value.—A. Let me occupy just a little of your time in a general talk about that 
subject. There are magneto, central energy and automatic switchboards used by tele- 
phone companies. ‘The magneto board is the one where you turn the crank on the 
telephone. These boards are used very largely in the small exchanges by both the Bell 
and independent companies, and used, until within the past two or three years, almost 
exclusively by the independents, because the patents had not expired upon the central 
energy board. So that, it is only recently in large cities, as a rule, that you find any 
central energy board. Now, the magneto board is easier to operate than the central 
energy board. It is cheaper to install and repair and does not require as good outside 
construction as does the central energy. The central energy system: must have two 
wires. The battery for the current is located in the central exchange. the current goes 
out on one wire and comes back on the other, so that there must be a full metallic or 
two wires for the use of each central energy telephone. The wires must not come in 
contact with any limbs of trees or anything which would create a ‘ ground’ in tele- 
phone parlance, because the current would escape from the wire and make a continu- 
ous signal on the switchboard in the main office. The character of the construction of 
the magneto system is different. It may be common return or metallic. You can often 
talk over a magneto system even though there is a ‘ ground,’ and carry.on a conversa- 
tion, because the battery is located in the subscribers telephone. The cost of main- 
taining the central energy telephone, as to battery, is less than the magneto. The 
cost of construction outside is less with the magneto system than with the central | 
energy. ‘The character of the service secured over a magneto as to its talking quali- ) 
ties is better than the service secured over a central energy, with same construction, | 
by reason of the fact that a little carelessness in putting up the wires through the 
trees does not so materially affect the quality of the service as with central energy. ; 
Now, inasmuch as the independent companies could not use the central energy system, 
and the automatic was undeveloped, and inasmuch as the movement of the Indepen- 
dents was almost entirely located in the small communities, you can readily see that 
the magneto board is the kind that is in service in most places. To a limited extent, 
the magneto can be enlarged, section by section, as necessity arises. That is all right 
for normal and nominal growth, but a time comes when you must put in a large board 
and then you put in an automatic without operators, or a central energy system, which 
is ‘multipled ’—each operator can reach every subscriber in the exchange. The fact 
that the operator can reach or ring each subscriber makes it more expensive, and the 
result is that a‘multiple exchange equipment of one thousand subscribers would cost 
$12 per line, or $12,000. A magneto board in the same exchange would cost approxi- 
mately one-third that amount. Now, then, when a magneto board is taken out and re- 
placed by a central energy, by reason of the growth, these magneto boards are not as 
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a rule thrown away. The board itself is used in some other place. The labour of in- ; 
stalling and the labour of taking out is lost on these old boards, and there is a very ; 
perceptible amount of depreciation. Whether it is quite half, on a magneto board, I 
cannot say, but approximately I would say it is, on the average, about one-half upon : 
a magneto board, by reason of the labour lost in installing and removing. = 

By Mr. Maclean: a 


Q. You can put them somewhere else. That is your opinion, is it not ?—A. That 
is my opinion. 
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_ Q. Well, now, supposing there were a $300,000 switchboard which had been put 
in use ten years ago and was being replaced to-day by a $350,000 switchboard, with 
something new about it, with some new improvements. When the new switchboard 
is installed and the old one is unmade, how much is that worth, I mean the old one ?— 
A. Well there is not a $300,000 switchboard in Canada to-day. 

Q. Yes there is, we have seen one.—A. There is not a switchboard in Canada 
to-day which would cost $300,000 on the market. 

Q@. That does not make any difference. Suppose I am making that condition. I 
will change my expression. Say a $100,000 switchboard, which is to be put aside and 
abandoned for a new one which costs $200,000, and the old one is being taken away, 
undone, unmade, how much is. it worth to the company ? I think that is plain ?—A. 
Yes. I was not intending to dodge the question. I apologize for appearing to have 
avoided an answer. I do not want to avoid any question. Any board of that charac- 
ter would be a central energy board. There is no magneto board made, which costs 
such a large sum of money. The magneto boards, as just explained, are, as a rule, 
used in smaller exchanges. We have not taken out any central energy board, but I think 
the board itself could be used elsewhere as far ag the board proper is concerned. The 
charging machines and the distributing frames, and so forth, can be used for the same 
kind of apparatus’ wherever it may be put in. So that it is a question of what will 
be the loss by reason of the labour in installing and the labour in removing. It is 
very largely a question of that. I do not know what percentage that would be on a 
central energy board, not having ever taken any out. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I think Mr. Bergeron’s question, was this : What would be the loss on a mag- 
neto board which is being replaced now. The original magneto board cost $100,000, 
the present central energy board to cost $200,000. \}Of course, we have nothing to do 
with the cost of the central energy. What we want to know is what will be the loss 
on the old magneto board that is being taken out and that is to be replaced 2? 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. We know the cost of the board in Montreal which the Bell Company is re- 
moving, and which they say is useless.—A. Is that a magneto board ? 
Q. Yes, I think so— A. How many ’phones have they in service ? 


By Mr. Macfarlane : 


Q. About 16,000.—A. On one board ? 

Q. No.—A. What is the capacity of that board ? 

Q. About 10,000.—A. I never knew of a case of the Bell Telephone Company hav- 
ing more than 5,500 on any board, until quite recently. 


By Mr. W. 8. Allan (Boston) : 


Q. It is about 6,000, a multiple magneto board.—A. I have never seen a large 
board of that character. My judgment is that ordinarily a switchboard can be used 
elsewhere in smaller places. 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Then we do not quite understand you. You take that instrument. That 
switchboard would fill up a room just as large as this one, and it appears like a solid 
mass of machinery. It may be made in sections, yes. I imagined that the board men- 
tioned was made like that, at first, and I understand it had to be destroyed in somé 
way, unless as you say—and this is something new—it can be taken by sections and 
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brought somewhere else and used somewhere else 7—A. I want to explain something 
right there. There are very few magneto boards that are multiple. There is only one 
such magento board in Michigan, as far as I know, that being for 1,200 lines, I think. 
A board that is a multiple would have to be used in its entirety up to whatever point 
it is used. If it is made for 6,000 and only used for 4,000, the remaining 2,000 would 
be of little or no value, because it is a multiple. The multiple has to go back to build 
from number one, for each subscriber, and go down the entire board. If they only. 
use two-thirds of its length, use it for 4,000 or less, there would be a very much larger 
percentage of loss than if it was a transfer board. There is no question about that. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. There is the loss and depreciation ?—A. I do not doubt that. I will say this 
for the Bell Company 


By Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. I am not talking for the Bell. I am here as a member of the Committee. I 
am asking for information. We have had some reports from them, and I want to 
make up my mind as to whether what they say is correct.—A. I will say that if it is 
2 6,000 multiple magneto board, it is an antiquated board, and in all probability that 
board will be destroyed and not set up again. 

Q. And if they have sworn to that you will believe them ?—A. Yes, I will believe 
them. I am perfectly willing to say that is so, with a 6,000 magneto multiple board 
involved. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Here is what Mr. Sise said : ‘That switchboard represents $200,000 on our 
books, but because of the growth it is absolutely obsolete to-day, and in the same build- 
ing you will see a new board being constructed at a cost price of $300,000, and the old 
board goes to the scrap heap ’—A. I would like to suggest that the question of the cost 
of Bell boards is of peculiar interest, owing to the fact that each licensee Bell company 
is under perpetual contract to purchase its switchboards of the Western Electric 
Company, Chicago, a majority of the stock of said company being owned by the Bell 
Company, Boston. I would like to tell you one or two things about that later. 

The Committee adjourned, to meet again at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 

The Committee met again at 3 p.m., and Mr. J. B. Ware continued his evidence,. 
as follows :— 

I stated this morning, in answer to Mr. Lewis’ question, to explain as to special 
reasons why the Grand Rapids exchange was popular. Do you wish me to continue 
along the same line? 


By ‘Mr. Bergeron : 


Q. Did you finish explaining the answer to the question I had put about whether 
an old switchboard which was laid aside when the new one with new ’phones and new 
instruments is to be put up; whether that old board is worth any more than scrap 
iron, or is it worth anything at all? 


By the Chairman: 


Q. I think Mr. Ware answered that.—A. As far as a large multiple magneto 
board is concerned, I think such a board of little or no value. Other magneto boards,. 
however, can as a rule, be used again. 

Q. That was a multiple magneto board in Montreal, I think, was it not? 
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Mr. Bercrron.—Yes, that is the one I had in mind. 


. By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. You have some of your own multiple magneto boards ?—A. Yes, there is one 
in Michigan, a multiple magneto, and that is in operation ‘and is giving satisfaction. 
It is a small board of about 1,200 jacks, or lines. 

Q. But in your experience, at least, there is no depreciation afterwards 2?—A. 
Yes, as arule. However, few magneto boards have worn out, as yet, but are replaced 
by larger boards as a rule. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I understand you have a system of telephones, I do not know whether it is 
the same company or not, but running out from Grand Rapids, in Michigan. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. But your company is, I understand, operating a number of exchange toll lines, 
and a rural system in:the State of Michigan. Will you tell the Committee about this 
system in your own way, how the systems are operated and the rates that are charged 
and how far the system ihas been successful when operating with exchange toll lines 
or farmers’ systems, and all about the development of your system. And will you tell 
us at what stage after the,:development of the local system you have taken up the ex- 
tensions ’—A. The question was asked this morning, why the local exchanges should 
have grown so rapidly and whether there were not some special reasons or conditions 
for that, and I would like briefly to answer that, and I will only take a few moments. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. I applied that question to the whole of the United States and not merely to 
Grand Rapids ?—A. I suppose that so far as our company is concerned the fact that we 
had a number of stockholders in Grand Rapids, would explain—would be one reason 
why the system was popular. Another reason was that the service we furnished was 
superior to the service that had been furnished formerly, which is true of every inde- 
pendent company, as a rule. And still another reason was the fact that being a 
locally-owned system we developed the territory in every direction from our city, so 
that at the end of three or four years we had reached 254 post offices within fifty miles 
of Grand Rapids, while the Bell Telephone Company in the same territory had reached 
only 129 post offices. Now if the business men in Grand Rapics can get not only the 
business men within a fifty-mile radius but also can get all the important farmers 
within a fifty-mile radius, you can readily see why the business men prefer the ‘ Citi- 
zens’ ’—that is the name of our company—rather than have a Bell telephone, if they 


did not want to keep both. We have continued the developing of the rural and smaller 


communities, and that has been the aim of the independent movement throughout the 
United States, to develop the smaller towns and the rural communities and gradually 
work into the larger cities among these communities. The Bell Telephone Company 
has worked on the other plan of developing the larger cities and taking the benefit of 
the profitable toll line business between such cities, but not developing the smaller 
towns and the rural communities. There is a radical difference between the two com- 
panies as fas as the general policy and plan of development is concerned. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. And therefore the business men asked to be connected with your system, rather 
than that you asked them for support ?—A. Yes, and we have had, as I said, no solici- 
tors in the field during the ten years that we have been operating except temporarily 


the two I spoke of, and but one of these at present. 
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‘Q. What is the difference in rates ?—A. We are now giving service in Grand 
Rapids at rates which are $6 higher than the Bell, as I explained this morning. 

Q. Is that in the city ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are the rural charges the same as those in the city /—A. Oh, no, sir. The 
rural charges are less, being $12 and $15. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Tell us now what was the first system that you developed after you got your 
local system going ’—A. Before we got our local exchanges in actual operation, on 
July 1, 1896, I had become convinced that it was necessary for us to have outside con- 
nection with the smaller towns. There was an independent exchange at Holland, 
twenty miles away, and so I personally decided to build a toll line to Holland, and did 
so, because our board of directors had decided not to build outside the city limits. On 
July 4, four days after beginning the exchange service, we brought in the first toll 
line—about twenty-five miles long—and that was the beginning of the development of 
outside lines and exchanges. We then built a toll line to Cadillac, 100 miles, and in 
each town through which we passed we placed a toll station. In seven are exchanges, 
each having over 100 telephones. The Bell had no exchanges in any of the towns ex- 
cept one between Grand Rapids and ‘Cadillac, and they have none to-day except that 
one. We have developed seven of these towns with small exchanges. Between Grand 
Rapids and Charlotte, near Lansing, a distance of sixty-five miles by rail, the Bell 
had but one exchange. That was Hastings, on the Michigan Central Railway. We 
went into Hastings in connection with our regular building and put in an exchange. 
‘To-day we have over five hundred telephones there and the Bell Telephone Company 
have practically abandoned Hastings and have only five telephones left. As a rule, 
in all the smaller villages and cities the independents have exchanges, while many of 
them have Bell toll stations only. Where there is competition in said villages and 
smaller cities, the Bell, as a rule, have a lesser number than the independents. We 
found that not only was it a great advantage to the jobbing interests, and the busi- 
ness community generally, at Grand Rapids, to have connection with the outside 
towns and villages and the rural communities, but the toll lines proved to be somewhat 
more profitable than our local exchanges. We kept a separate account for each oue 
of our toll line properties, and the profit on these lines ranged from 12 to 22 per cent. 
The income exceeds the operating expenses and the cost of repairs and maintenance by 
12 to 22 per cent of the cost of the property. That is not taking into consideration 
any depreciation which may occur upon these lines. The toll line profit, as stated, is 
greater than on the average city or village exchange. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What price do you charge on the toll line business ? Tell us in a few words 
about that. You went out to a town. say fifteen miles distant. Was there a pay sta- 
tion in the post office or something like that?—A. In all towns of any size in west- 
ern Michigan, we have built up local exchanges. There are few towns of a thousand 
or more population, in fact 500 or so, that have not local exchanges connecting with 
the independents. Where there were no exchanges we always established toll line tele- 
phones or stations. The toll rates in Michigan are on the basis of about one-half 
cent per mile. The independents in Ohio and Indiana have adopted the six-tenths of 
a cent per mile rate as the toll line basis. Thus, for a hundred-mile haul the toll 
fee would be sixty cents in Ohio, or fifty cents in Michigan. 

Q. That would be for a three-minute conversation ?—A. Yes, for a three-minute 
conversation. 
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Q. Was that taken as a direct line or as the actual distance across ?—A. Our toll 
lines as a rule follow the railways, but the rates are made on the basis of air line land 
distances between points. 

Q. Not on the actual distance of the line ?—A. No. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. I think that is the universal practice in the United States ?—A. It is in the 
United States. I do not know how it is here. 

Q. It is in the United States, on your lines at least ?—A. Yes, the air line basis 
is used by the independents in New York, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and I think in 
other states also. We established, originally, a five-minute basis for conversation, but 
we found that on an average conversation, taking a hundred messages, 90 per cent of 
them would run below three minutes. We afterwards adopted a three-minute basis, 
and the rates in the states named are now based on a three-minute conversation. 

Q. And at about a half a cent per mile ?—A. Yes, and on this, our half a cent 
per mile basis, we made a profit to the extent that I indicated—12 to 22 per cent. 

Q. Well, then, what about the farmers’ line ?—A. That is all J have to say about 
those lines, unless you prefer that I should say more. 

Q. What do you charge to local exchanges in the small towns? Say you wentto 
a town with a population of 1,000 and got about twelve or fifteen lines, what would 
you charge those people, for a local service, I mean ?—A. In a number of cases—I 
mean in the local cases—the people were desirous of having small exchanges built. I 
remember distinctly one case at Middleville, where they promised forty telephones 
if we would build to that town. Our toll line ran through that town and a majority 
of the subscribers were located along the line. The cost of construction would run 
not to exceed $35 per telephone. We made a $12 rate, and it produced a very fair re- 
turn upon our investment. 

Q. What did you give for that $12 ?—A. We gave the service among themselves 
in that town and they paid a toll rate or fee t+ each of the other exchanges. Wher- 
ever we expect that the number of ’phones would exceed one hundred, we establish a 
$12 and an $18 rate—$12 for residents and $18 for business telephones—and this pro- 
duces a very fair return upon the investments, after paying operating expenses, as 
long as the number of ’phones remained ‘normal and did not exceed the number we 
had expected to put in. But in a great many of these towns, owing to good service 
and low prices, there was a very large increase in the number of telephones, and in- 
stead of having one or two hundred, as we had expected, they have grown to five hund- 
red and six hundred, or even more. This growth compelled us to run our lines a 
greater distance to get telephones than we expected to goin the first place, thus increas- 

ing the average cost per telephone. In such cases the rates originally established were 

not sufficient to warrant the paying of an eight per cent dividend, and we slightly in- 
creased the rates. As the exchanges grew larger the cost of construction and operation 
increased, for which reason we have had to increase the rates in a few instances, as 
before stated. 


By the Charman : 


Q. Do you find much demand among the farmers for telephones along your line? 
—A. Around each one of our exchanges there were located a large number of farmers, 
who desired to reach the railway station, and the business men who were purchasing 
the farmers’ supplies. There was'a tremendous demand for our company to build 
lines into the farmers’ districts. We early determined to do that and have done it 
around each of our exchanges. As‘ a rule, wherever there would be four farmer sub- 
scribers to the mile we were willing to build on the basis originally of $12 a year, there 


being eight!telephones on the line as a rule. 
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. What service would that give /—A. That would give a service to the local ex- 
changes from one to three hundred, whatever there might be. When'the farmers de- 
sired to talk to some of the other exchanges there was a toll rate'or fee paid of ten, 
fifteen or twenty-five cents, according to the distance to the other exchange. We have 
a very large volume of ten and fifteen-cent business. At a ten-cent rate a great many 
men will do business by telephone rather than by mail. As a result of low rates, good 
service and good toll line facilities, the exchanges which ordinarily would have been 
particularly small; have increased. Take the city of Hastings, a city of 3,100 popula- 
tion. The Bell Telephone Company had seventy-six telephones in Hastings. We not 
only secured one hundred when we commenced, but to-day we have over five hundred 
telephones in Hastings—the Bell now having but five telephones there. ~ 


od By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. In that one village of 8,100 people ?—A. Yes, in Hastings and among the 
farmers immediately adjacent. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. That can almost be called a farmers’ system ?—A. No, sir, for in this instance 
the percentage of farmers’ telephones is much less than those within the village. In a 
few exchanges our rural subscribers outnumber those in the villages. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q@. How many of the 500 are in Hastings ?—A. I think that the percentage of 
farmers’ phones in Hastings is comparatively small, but just east of Hastings there 
is a station as to which I can give you more interesting figures, as to farmers’ tele- 
phones. Take Vermontville. We only secured about thirty ’phones in Vermontyille 
originally. This is a village which had 684 population in 1900. By reason of the 
desire of the farmers to secure telephone connection, we ran lines about five miles in 
all directions. We had in Vermontville a year ago 342 telephones connected with that 
exchange, of which I would think three-quarters were probably farmers’ telephones. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. On party lines 7A. On party lines, usually eight farmers on one line. There 
were 847 telephones on January 1 of this year in Vermontville, the town of 684 popu- 
lation. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. That is enormous ?—A. At Lowell, with a population of 1,736 in 1900, we have 
an exchange which had on January 1, 362 telephones. The Bell exchange of 156 has ° 
been crowded out of the town, and there are now but five telephones left. I presume that 
‘fully one-third of the Lowell telephones are farmers’. Middleville had 229 telephones on 
January 1, with a population of 829 in 1900; and I presume that 150 of these tele- 
phones are in farm-houses. I have picked out those exchanges which predominate as 
to farmers’ telephones, as far as I could, and for your information. Now, in our ex- 
changes of two to four hundred telephones, we endeavour to get $12 and $24 rates. 
If they exceed 400 we want $18 and $24 rates. Those are good average rates in our 
state for exchanges of 400 to 800, in fact there are few places in Michigan where the 
business rate exceeds $24, being only in cities having over 25,000 population. Now 
farm lines, as we construct with 32 25-feet 6-inch top poles to a mile, 10-pin 10-foot 
cross-arms, No. 12 BB. iron wire, metallic circuit, long-distance telephones, bridged 
on the tine. This enables a farmer on our lines to talk from his residence (through 
the exchange on to the copper toll circuits) with Grand Rapids, or Cleveland, or any 
of those towns in Michigan and other states which can be reached over our lines. 
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Q. At Cleveland you say you get your long-distance. You do not run to Cleve- 
land, do you ?—A. The United States Telephone Company covers the State of Ohio in 
a very comprehensive toll or long-distance system. It also has toll lines running from 
Toledo up through Jackson and Lansing to Saginaw, and by means of their copper 
circuit connected with our exchanges at Jackson, Lansing and other points. We get 
direct connection to Toledo, to Cleveland, and to Ohio points generally. 

Q. How far is Cleveland from Grand Rapids ?—A. Toledo is about 175 miles 
from Grand Rapids. The distance between Cleveland and Toledo is 113 miles fur- 
ther. From Grand Rapids to Cleveland is almost 300 miles altogether. We can talk 
from Grand Rapids to Cleveland without difficulty, but the number of circuits upon 
the long-distance toll lines are not adequate to the volume of business which has 
offered, so that there is a delay in securing service between Grand Rapids and Cleve- 
land. Commercially there are not sufficient facilities to rapidly handle the business 
that could ordinarily be handled. But the talking quality of the circuits we think 
is equal in efficiency to that of the best long-distance lines. And you will find in your 
consideration of the conditions existing between Cleveland and St. Louis and Kansas 
City exactly the same relative condition. You make a connection at Indianapolis 
with St. Louis. You can talk with St. Louis with just as much ease over the inde- 
pendent line from Cleveland as you can over the Bell long-distance, but where the 
independents may as yet have between Cleveland and St. Louis but one or two cir- 
cuits which can be connected up that way, the Bell may have six or possibly more 
such circuits. And right here I would like to explain one other matter in connection 
with Mr. Pickernell’s tesaimony on this subject, to which my attention has been called. 
Mr. Pickernell said that ten years ago or more they had a service with St. Louis and 
Kansas City. Was that not his statement ? 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Yes, sir—A. The first toll line between Chicago and St. Louis was built and 
placed in operation for the purpose of handling a report of the National Republican 
convention, held in St. Louis in 1896, which nominated the late William McKinley 
for President of the United States. Previous to the summer of 1896 there was no 
long-distance telephone communication between the east and St. Louis or points west. 
I cannot give you the date when, the lines were put through to Kansas City, but it was 
a very considerable length of time after the summer of 1896 before those lines were 
in service, and I think after 1900. In other words, ten years ago the Bell long-dis- 
tance lines west of Indiana were not in as good condition as are the independent long- 
distance lines to-day throughout the entire country. 

Q. That was after twenty-five years’ operation of the Bell ?—A. After twenty 
years’ operation of the Bell. Now, one reason for the slow development of the inde- 


pendent long-distance line as compared with the exchange development—because the 


exchanges have developed, you see, manifold over what the Bell have, considering the 
time they have been in service—is simply this: the longer our toll lines became, the 
more we were impressed with the fact that the largest volume of business was to those 
towns which were located nearest to our city of Grand Rapids. A man will ordinarily 
“alk ten times on a ten or fifteen-cent rate, where he will talk once on a rate of 25 
cents or more. Asa rule, the average man will talk more than ten times on a 25-cent 
a message rate, where he will only talk once over a 50-cent rate, or more. Now, we 
found that the very large majority of our business comes on the short haul. I make 
the positive statement which I think Bell representatives will admit, that from the 
average exchange, over 90 per cent of the messages carried over toll lines originate 
within a hundred miles of the'point of delivery. Now, gentlemen, if we can take care 
of 90 per cent of all the messages that would go over toll lines to or from Grand 
Rapids in our territory—or let me put it the other way: if we can take care of 90 per 
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cent of all the messages in our territory, we are doing very much better are we not 
than if we early used the same amount of money to develop the long-distance lines to 
Indianapolis, and Chicago, and Detroit, or other points ? If we can handle 90 per 
cent of our business within a hundred miles of Grand Rapids, you can readily see 
why it was that we and other independent companies develop local territory first. That 
is exactly what the other cities have done in the United States. Indianapolis has a 
new long-distance telephone company, so-called, which has developed commercial ter: 
ritory around Indianapolis in a most wonderful way, and are carrying probably 90 per 
cent of all the toll business that will be offered in that territory. But there is a limited 
toll business in Indianapolis territory going to New York, once in a while a message 
to Boston, or to Minneapolis, but the percentage of the business so going is exceed- 
ingly small, so that it would not affect them financially. The only disadvantage, is 
that it enables the Bell Company to say: ‘ We can talk to New Orleans, and to Minne- 
apolis, and to New York, while the Indianapolis people can only talk in the state or 
the adjoining state.” But the great volume of the business is done within a small 
radius, within a hundred miles, as I have stated. I do not know much about Canada, 
and I find it is a good deal bigger country than I had any idea of, but I believe that 
for the city of Ottawa, outside of your governmental business, 90 per cent of mes- 
sages that come over the toll lines, originates, if you have anything like adequate tele- 
phone development, in towns within a radius of 100 miles, the merchant in such terri- 
tory having a telephone and is doing business with his metropolis. The long-distance 
business is a profitable business, and is an advantage to the company owning the lines, 
but it is necessary to put an exceeding small proportion of the telephone subscribers 
in any community. And I will make this statement in a general way, not knowing the 
exact facts of the case, but to the best of my experience, that not five per cent of the 
telephone users in Grand Rapids on the Bell exchange ever talk outside of the state; 
eiat not five per cent of the Bell subscribers in Montreal have ever talked over a dis- 
tance of 150 miles. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. What is that ?—A. I say that not five per cent of the Bell Telephone sub- 
seribers in Grand Rapids ever talk outside of the state, and Grand Rapids is only 100 
miles from the state line. In other words, gentlemen, the long-distance business is 
done by a comparatively few in each community. That explains why it is the indepen- 
dent ‘companies, local in character, have so successfully built. up their local exchanges 
and the toll line interests are taken care of in the immediate neighbourhood rather 
than over long-distance lines to distant cities. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. There is no reason why they eventually should not give a long-distance ser 
vice.—A. Our poles are up and there are independent telephone companies all over 
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana, who have their lines connected up. It is simply a ques: 
tion of expending enough money to buy No. 8 copper circuits, and to string them over 
these pole lines now up and give a long-distance service. And the reason we do not do — 
it is because our exchanges are growing so rapidly. In Grand Rapids the growth is 
at the rate of 100 telephones per month, according to the figures I gave you this morn- 
ing. This is taking the money that otherwise would go into a long-distance business. 
We are trying to reach the condition where the local business man is properly taken 
care of first, and then we will be able to look after the 5 per cent or 10 per cent which 
is left. 

Q. If you had long-distance lines and have a greater number of local ’phones,. you 
think there would be a much better long-distance service because you would have more 
peopld ?—A. There is no question about it—it would be as suggested. 

@. So the independent companies will eventually have the best long-distance ser- 
vice ?’—A. Yes, I think within two years, or three at most. Ten years ago in the State 
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of Michigan there were 15,000 Bell telephones, and that is all there were. To-day the 
Independents in the state of Michigan have 75,000 telephones, and the Bell Telephone 
Company has about 70,000. The Bell had 66,342 telephones on the 1st day of January 
this year, according to the report filed with the state. There are over 145,000 tele- 
phones in the State of Michigan to-day, whereas ten years ago there were but 15,000. 
There has been a development of 1,000 per cent, is it not 2? Tenfold. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. Have the rates fallen in or have they increased ?—A. They have decreased 


_ yery materially. The lowest business Bell rate in the State of Michigan ten years ago, 


no matter whether it was in an exchange of ten ’phones or a thousand, outside the 
city of Detroit, was $50 for business telephones within half a mile of the exchange 
and $40 for residences. With the incoming of the independents those rates have been 
gradually lowered and lowered, as competition has forced it, until to-day the Bell rates 
in Michigan are as low as $6 for residences in some towns where the independents are 
successful, for the Bell is anxious to retain a footing. In other towns their resi- 
dence rates are $10 or $12, and the conditions were very appalling to the Bell, result- 

ing eventually in the defaulting of its bond interest, and the going into the hands of 

a receiver. I refer to the Michigan Telephone Company (Bell). Its property was sold - 
under foreclosure in 1903. It wase then reorganized in 1904 into what is known as the 

Michigan State Telephone Company. At the time of the failure and foreclosure a large 

majority of the stock of the Michigan Bell Company in question was owned by Bell 

-fnterests in Boston, the exact amount being $3,687,300, out of an entire stock issue of 

$5,000,000. In other words, at the time of the foreclosure and financial failure of the 

Michigan Telephone Company, the Bell interests in Boston owned more than two- 

thirds of the stock of the said Michigan Bell Company. As far as we can see, the Bell 

Company does not hold stock in the reorganized corporation, although two-thirds of the 

stock is held by an individual in Chicago whom we suspect holds it in the Bell’s in- 

terest. But whether this is so or not, we do not positively know. The reorganize] 

company is, however, a licensee of the Bell, the American Telegraph and Telephone 

Company. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. You say that 90 per cent of the messages come from people within the state ? 
—A. Yes, I think that 90 per cent come within the 100 miles, on general principles. 
. «). Or 95 per cent?—A. Ninety-five per cent comes from people within the state. 
Q. Can you make any comparison of the 95 per cent divided between people 
who have farmers’ ’phones and use the long-distance, and the business people in the 
towns ?—A. The volume of toll business from the farmers is small as to percentage. 

Q. In connection with ?—A. In connection with long-distance or toll calls. 

. Q. There would be more long-distance calls from the towns and villages ?—A. 
Oh, yes. You see that would be naturally so. 

Q. The total left is only five per cent. Of course you have the experience. Now, 
the last witness stated that the long-distance traffic alone does better than the local 
alone. What is your experience in the matter /—A. He said the toll or long-distance 
line pays better than an exchange or local line. This is correct. 

Q. What do you understand by the words ‘ trunk line,’ or ‘long-distance’ ? What 
do you understand by that expression ?—A. By long-distance ? The words ‘ long-dis- 
tance’ and ‘toll line,’ are synonymous, as the independents use them. We speak of 
the local subscribers’ lines as exchange lines, while the Bell call them the subscribers’ 
eircuits or subscribers’ stations. The lines between towns, for which a fee is charged 
for each message are called toll lines, or long-distance toll lines. Now the profit upon 
the toll lines, the long-distance lines, is greater for the actual cash invested than the 
profit upon the exchange for the cash invested. I do ‘not think there is any question 


about that. : 
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Q. Why don’t you use your money in the long-distance line in preference to the 
exchanges ?—A. As I explained a few moments ago, comparatively few of the sub- 
scribers in an exchange were toll line users for distances over 100 miles. We care for 
the most important part of the business first. There is no question but what if we 
would use’our money for toll line purposes and stop developing our exchanges that 
we would get a larger return upon our investment. But we started out to develop the 
territory immediately tributary to Grand Rapids, and other centres, just as nearly all 
independent companies have done, and are developing local territory. When there 
are fifty telephones wanted in town the local manager is being impartuned every day 
to put in those telephones. ‘They are profitable, and we recognize that the larger the 
exchange, and the better toll facilities we have the better it is for us and our patrons. 
We are taking care of our 90 per cent of business rather than undertaking to spend 
the money that we need for local exchanges in building long-distance or toll lines for 
the handling of the remaining 10 per cent of the business, even though it is very often 
more profitable, than our exchange investments. 

Q. In other words, the business men of Grand Rapids are investing their money 
in these local telephones, connecting them with surrounding towns and villages and 
‘in that way getting more business and making more money ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that what you mean @—A. Yes, sir, and they are the owners of the indepen- 
dent companies. The development of a territory—the farmers having telephones, and 
the villages having telephones—doeg make more business for the business men. They 
do not require as many travelling men to represent a concern as would be otherwise 
necessary. There is in many cases a certain volume of business obtained by telephon- 
ing to many towns equal to that which would be secured by having men on the road. 

Q. Has it materially affected the increase of population otherwise than in Grand 
Rapids ?—A. In 1890, Grand Rapids had 64,000 population, and in 1900 it had 87,000 
population. In our state census, taken last summer, we had 96,000 population. I can- 
not say that the growth is to be attributed to the development of the telephone busi- 
ness; I do say, however, that the people of Grand Rapids and all the other cities and 
towns in Michigan, and in Ohio, and in Indiana, are brought closer together by rea- 
son of the telephonic development. . 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Is this not a fact, Mr. Ware, that a good local system of telephones makes the 
whole surrounding country tributary to the centre ?—A. That is so true that you can- 
not fully realize its truth and’ force unless you talked with some of these farmers that 
have telephones. Now, I would like to tell you briefly a little experience we had 
twelve miles north of Holland. Holland is on Lake Michigan. There was a gentle- 
man named Fellows, a farmer, who had no railroad facilities and who was very 
anxious to get a telephone. He promised that if we would put a line up to his house 
that he would get enough orders from the farmers in that immediate neighbourhood 
to build up an exchange of twenty telephones. We were not expecting to go up in 
that section of territory, but he importuned us so frequently, that following the serip- 
tural injunction, we granted his request and put in a small switchboard, which we 
denominated as ‘Fellows’ station.’ To-day there are fifty-four telephones in that 
little exchange, twelve miles from Holland, being an advantage to our company, a 
great convenience to our subscribers and an untold blessing and benefit to the farmers 
themselves, who get service at $12 a piece, eight on a line, and pay a toll fee to the 
Holland exchange. We pay a commission on the receipts to Mr. Fellows for handling 
the exchange calls, &c. They get the election returns if it is desired, or they can tele- 
phone and find out if the wind-mill has arrived at the freight sheds,. or anything of 
that kind. They say that that telephone outlay has been worth more to them than 
anything that ever happened in that section of the country. They are twelve miles out 
jin the country being beyond the convenience of civilization, if it were not for 
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that little exchange. The telephone is more valuable to them than the rural free de- 
livery, which is extended to the farmers in a large part of the state and nation. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. You find that opinion is general ?—A. Without.exception. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. And my point was that a telephone line running out from a town, say the 
county town or the centre of the county—there is no doubt a good telephone system 
makes all the district tributary to that centre in a business way.—A. It certainly does. 
I will show you proof of that so completely that there is no question. At Lowell, the 


_ Bell had 156 telephones, none of them farmers’. In order to keep us out of the town 


they made a residence rate of $6. We could not make a residence rate of less than 
$10. They made a business rate of $12. We could not make it less than $18 and have 
an income sufficient to pay operating expenses and a fair profit. How could we build 
to Lowell or other towns if we could not pay dividends? We have to earn dividends in 
each one of our exchanges. Lowell was quite necessary to our Grand Rapids exchange 
from the fact that it lies twenty miles to the east and is the centre of a thrifty farm- 
ing community. There is a little manufacturing there, but-not much. There was an- 
other reason why it was pretty important for us to succeed. The Bell said we could 
not, because they had given Lowell a full development and that no power on earth 
could make the Citizens’ succeed in Lowell. 


By Mr. Lewis - 

Q. What is its population ?7—A. It had 1,786 in 1900. We went to Lowell, I per- 
sonally canvassed the business men of the town and secured thirty-four contracts for 
telephone services—the Bell had 156 telephones. That was a very poor beginning, but 
We persuaded our directors that inasmuch as we had succeeded elsewhere that they 
should permit us to at least try to succeed at Lowell, and while they were skeptical 
they permitted the effort to be made. We put up poles, cross-arms, &c., to accommo- 
date about 300 telephones ultimately in the town. It was an interesting situation. 
When the men got the poles and wires up for these thirty-four subscribers instead of 
stopping there, we built a line southeast six miles into the country, and brought in 
perhaps twenty farmers. And I noticed that one groceryman who would not at first 
have our telephone under any circumstances, and did not want us to build into the 
town, was one of the very first to put in a Citizens’ telephone after that farmers’ line 
got in, because not only were there good customers out there, but he also had a rela- 
tive there. We built southwest and northward about the same distance, and brought 
these different farmers living in a six-mile radius of the town into telephone connec- 
tion with their friends and the business men. ‘I'he result is, the Bell had about half a 


dozen telephones on January 1, and we had 362 telephones. 


By Mr. Lewis : 

Q. You ought to be called the Bell instead of the Citizens. You are turning it 
around.—A. Thank you. The company that gives the best telephone service at rea- 
sonable rates will secure the business. The service of the independent companies to- 
day is far superior to anything which the Bell gave previously to ten years ago, and 
as a rule, is to-day equal to the Bell almost throughout the country. The service 
which we are giving with the automatic system, is just as far ahead of the Bell cen- 
tral energy service, as the central energy is ahead of the old common return system. 
The Bell does not have an automatic system. Their exhibit of so-called automatic at 
St. Louis, was not only limited to 100 lines, but was so slow and cumbersome as to 
be impracticable. The Bell has no automatic exchange in service with the possible 
exception of one, with less than 100 lines, where they are experimenting, and Mr. 
Pickernell can well testify that his company has found the automatic unsatisfactory. 
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The independents have a great advantage over the Bell in having a perfectly success- — 


ful automatic. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. In speaking this morning of the automatic system, I hardly understood you. 
You said it took one operator to operate fifty telephones ?—A. No 
Q. I understood so.—A. I went back to the manual service and was explaining 
the three different kinds of switchboards, and said that as the exchanges grew larger 
a girl who could handle 100 subscribers would be compelled to handle less. Many 


girls handled under our old system at Grand Rapids, an average of fifty telephones ~ 


each. As the exchange grew larger the number of messages were greater from each 
*phoue. We do not have operators for the local or city exchange in connection with 
the automatic. Each subscriber makes his own connection more rapidly than can an 
operator on a manual system. 


By Mr. Lewis : : . 

Q. Why do you get more calls from each telephone as the exchange grows larger ? 
—A. Supposing in this town, you had two telephones, connected from your house to 
‘your office. You would use these telephones possibly two or three times a day, and 
that is about all. But if you had one running to your partner’s residence, you would 
use your telephones oftener. As the number of telephones increase around the town 
you call from your residence or office to more people, so that with 100 ’phones in town 
there will ke many more messages by telephone than with only five ’phones. 

-Q. More places to connect with ?—A. Yes. The Bell gives that as the reason, as 
the exchange grows larger, that the expense increases. That is not the main reason, 
because the expense does not increase in proportion to the number of messages. The 
‘necessity for increasing the rate is because the average income grows less with in- 
creased residences, as I explained this morning, while construction and operation cost 
inereases per telephone. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Have you many of these automatic systems ?—A. There are only three in | 


Michigan. The Grand Rapids exchange has 6,600, the exchange at Battle Creek, re- 
cently installed, has 600, and Pentwater, a small exchange of about 80 ’phones. 

Q. Will you gradually come to the automatic for the local systems ?—A. I think 
that will be the result. My judgment is that time will demonstrate that, especially in 
the larger exchanges—those over 600 telephones, and certainly in large cities. 


By the Chairman : : 

Q. Do they operate as well on the long-distance?—Yes, in every way this dial 
(show a dial, an automatic telephone dial) rests on the face of the telephone just below 
the bells. For a long-distance call it is marked ‘ long-distance’ here (indicating). They 
pull the dial down as far as those words, to the last hole, remove the finger and the 
dial rapidly reverts to its normal position. It takes, not to exceed two seconds, to ring 
the long-distance office. You tell the operator on the toll board what you want, and 
she notifies you exactly as in a manual exchange, when she secures your toll connec- 
tion. When you want a subscriber—here are the ten digits (indicating on dial). You 
call whatever combination of figures—any number you want, and have your conversa- 
tion promptly. It is a matter of three seconds’ time to ring the person with whom you 
want to speak. Where there is a desk telephone, and if answered promptly, which is 
more liable to be the rule with automatic subscribers, you can be talking within five 
seconds of the time that you commenced to operate the dial. Six seconds is of com- 
mon occurrence. There are no subscribers in Grand Rapids that object to turning the 
dial or operating our telephones. You can turn it much quicker than an operator will 


answer your telephone, as a rule, and when you do get an answer it is not from the — 
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operator, but from the subscriber himself. If the party wanted is busy, the ‘ buzz’ on 
the line indicates that fact the instant the receiver is placed to the ear, thus saving 
the provoking delay common to a manual board, in waiting to find if the party is busy, 
The telephones are connected automatically and nobody can interrupt you. There is 
no shock to the ear, or noise from defective cords. There is no interruption from the 
time that you take the receiver off the hook and turn your dial. You control your 
~ line, nobody can get in on it, and when you commence talking it is a clear conversa- 
_tion, without interruption, a secret conversation, and when you are through and hang 
up your receiver, or pull the hook down, it is automatically disconnected instantly, 
thus saving the time and annoyance of the necessarily slow disconnection on .any 
manual system. 


4 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. How many have you FA. Six thousand six a and thirty-two in Grand 
Rapids. 

Q. In operation ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. All your phones are ee ?—A. In Grand Rapids ae Battle Creek, yes. We 
have 22,000 *phones in the state, nearly 12,000 being the old style, magneto telephones, 
and 3,000 central energy. 


By Mr. Boyce : 


Q. Are there. any in operation in any other state that you know of ?—A. Oh, 
yes, at Lincoln, Neb., there are nearly 4,000 in operation; in Chicago, Illinois, there 
are some 8,500; Dayton, O., about 4,000; Fall River, Mass., 1,400; oe Nv 
1,600; and quite a number of smaller peuianees: 

Q. How long have yours been in operation ?—A. Eighteen ‘onthe on the 9th 
July. Azsfother reason why it is popular, not only does it save time and annoyance, 
but there are certain troubles occurring in a telephone exchange which with an auto- 
matic system are indicated mechanically. 

Q. You ean locate the trouble ?—A. We can locate certain troubles mechanically. 
_ Thus, if a fuse burns out, or a wire breaks, it is signalled immediately and we fix it 
- before the subscriber aia about it. The result is that many subscribers say, ‘since 
the automatic has been established we never have any trouble.’ While we do have 
troubles, as a matter of fact the percentage of trouble is slightly less, per telephone, 
on the automatic than we had on the other system. The time it takes to repair them 
is very much less, and we are very much pleased indeed with the automatic, not only 
fiom the standpoint of economy in operation, but from the unequalled service fur- 
nished our patrons. 


ee ee aS ee Le ee ee ee ee Ee ee ee 
ee by) e - Y . : 


By the Chairman : 


- 


Q. Do you have any trouble with the railway and express companies—transpor- 
tation companies, at all 2A. We found when we first started that what we call the 
‘trunk line’ companies—the Michigan Central, Grand Trunk and the Lake Shore, 
and later the Pére Marquette railroads—had exclusive contracts with the Michigan 
Bell Company, by the terms of which it was claimed to be impossible to permit our 
telephones to be located on railway property. The business men of the city had, many 
of them, thrown out the Bell Company’s telephones, and they were very much in need 
of the railways, and the railroads soon found théy could not afford to be without tele- 
phone service with said business interests. The mutual interest was so great and pos- 
sibly the large number of stockholders in our Grand Rapids Company had an influ- 
ence, anyway the railway companies did put our telephones in, and we are being paid 
for our telephones by all the railway companies in Grand Rapids. 
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Q. Did the Bell Company collect any damages from these companies for throw- 
ing them out ?—A. No, at least I have never heard of it, and I do not believe there 
was any. The contract, I think, is restriction of trade; you can’t do that legally in 
the states, as I understand it. 

Q. Do you mean that would be restriction of trade ?—A. Yes, I am confident it 
ig. I am not an attorney, that is probably why I give so prompt an opinion! The 
express companies, soon after we were established, and growing, and were assured of 
success, said to us they were getting free ‘phones from the Bell. So each of the four 
companies notified us that on a certain 1st day of June unless we would furnish 
free service to each, beginning the 1st day of July, that we would have to remove our 
telephones from their offices. I promptly wrote them that we regretted exceedingly 
the loss of the telephones, that we could not maintain ourselves by free services, and 
while we felt that the express companies could well afford to pay for telephone ser- 
vice, the same as did other business interests, that we would remove the telephones 
as requested on July 1, unless we heard to the contrary. That is about all that was 
done about it at the time. As the 1st of July approached, the agents became some- 
what anxious over the situation (word had been passed around from our directors, 
who were all business men in Grand Rapids) and they wrote, stating that until some 
one of their absent officials in the east had returned they would leave the telephones 
cn the wall. 

Q. Was this a joint letter ?—A. Each company sent a letter, prepared in the 
office of the American Express Company, and a copy of which was sent by each of the 
other agents and signed by them. So the telephones were allowed to remain after 
July 1, and we thought we were out of the trouble. Very early in September we re- 
ceived another notice from each express company, worded exactly as was the first. 
That I referred to our board of directors, and they authorized a reply to be be made 
in about the same language as was the one sent originally. And soon after that our 
business men began notifying the drivers of the express wagons that after October 1 
they need not call at their establishments, so that by the time that October 1 arrived 
there was a good deal of trouble in our community over the express situation. On the 
morning of October 1 we removed the telephone from the American Express Com- 
pany’s. office promptly at seven o’clock. The others were allowed to remain in until 
later. About eight o’clock the companies refused to accept telephone calls over our 
lines and disconnected the telephones. We rented desk room in an office nicely situ- 
ated near the four express companies and placed two of our best operators therein, 
giving them each a telephone circuit, and had all calls that came from the express 
companies switched to these two telephones. We instructed the operators to notify 
the party who wanted the express companies that the said companies had taken our 
telephones out and refused to pay for them; that we would take the message down 
and deliver it to the express company and get a receipt for it, so that the wagon could 
be sent up. These messages were hastily written out by the operators, who were very 
tactful and pleasant to the subscribers. They were given two messenger boys, who 
promptly delivered the orders to the proper office—the express agent in each case put- 
ting his ‘O.K.’ and the hour of the delivery and his initials on the order. The first 
day it went along fairly well. There was no great excitement. On the second day 
we had trouble. A large furniture company, among others, notified me that something 
would have to be done; that the wagon had not called for the express to go on the five 
e’clock train, as they had ordered through our operators, and the company claimed it 
had not gotten the notice. I told them that we had taken the precaution to get a re- 
ceipt on each notice delivered, and I would send them the receipt, showing that the 
agent had received the notice. I sent the receipt. It was but a few hours afterward 
before the express companies were communicating with their general manager, and a 
day or two later, when a business meeting had been called by the merchants, to dis- 
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‘cuss the situation, the general manager of the United States Express Company came 


into the city and sent an attorney to the meeting, who stated that he was very sorry 
that there had been any misunderstanding about the matter, and he saw no reason 
why the express company should not use the Citizens’ telephone and pay for it just 
the same as the business men did. That if we would call around next morning he 


_ would sign our contract for a telephone and communicate with the other companies, 


ard he had no doubt they would also take the service, although he was not authorized 
to represent them. I knew how close the affiliation was between the companies and 
knew there would not be any question about getting them to consent to the arrange- 


‘ment promptly. From that day to this the express companies have paid for our tele- 


phone at the same rates as other people, and seem to be pleased with our service. They 
are receiving the Bell telephones free, so I understand. 

Q. There is nothing so conducive to their business as the use of the telephone 
between them and their clients 7—A. They cannot do without telephones. The adjust- 
ment of the differences in Grand Rapids prevented similar occurrences in other parts 
of our territory. 

Q. Have they any exclusive contract with the Bell people to your knowledge ?— 
A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. To exclude you ?—A. Not to my knowledge. We supposed it was a deal on 
the part of the Bell to force us to give free service. Similar action was taken by the 
express companies in other states, I am told, by telephone officials of companies oper- 
ating outside of Michigan. We realized that if we could not maintain a $12 and $20 
rate we could not maintain any other rate. Just the moment we commenced to lower 
our rates, just at that moment we would start on the toboggan slide. We never weak- 
ened, and when the time came to increase our rates we increased, without reference 
te what rates the Bell had or might establish. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Why did the Bell Telephone Company object to the connection with the inde- 
pendent companies ?—A. To answer that properly, I would like to go very briefly into 
an explanation. According to Mr. Pickernell’s testimony, I think he states that the 
parent Bell Company is still in existence, although it is owned by the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, which now is the only parent Bell Company, and has 
control of the various licensee companies. According to the original contracts which 
are perpetual contracts, the licensees and the sub-licensees of the American Bell T'ele- 
phone Company in the United States, must use only Bell apparatus and must pay a 
royalty, based upon every instrument, that is, each transmitter and receiver. Thus 
their report as to instruments is double the number of telephones in operation, be- 
cause it takes one transmitter and one receiver for a complete telephone. If the total 
number of instruments reported be divided by two, the result will indicate the num- 
ber of telephones which have been manufactured and outstanding, although they do 
not show the number of exchange subscribers. According to this perpetual contract 
in the United States, a royalty has to be paid on each Bell Telephone. Originally the 
royalty for the Michigan Bell Company, as I understand it, and I think that is un- 
questioned, was $14 per telephone per year, at the time of the making of the contract. 
{ understand that the Wisconsin Company was asked $20 per year. What the amount 
was, finally, when written up, I do not know. Every licensee Bell company in the 
states, per its Bell contract, must pay a royalty upon each instrument, that is as far 
as the transmitter and receiver are concerned. At the present time the royalty is four 
and a-half per cent on the gross income. 


By Mr. Boyce: 


Q. Those are facts out of your own personal knowledge ?—A. Yes, sir, they are 
as far as facts can be secured from the officers of the Bell Company, and [ feel confi- 


dent there is no Bell official who will deny what I state. 
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Q. That is what you have been informed by the president of the American Bell 
Company, Mr. Fish ?—A. I do not make these contracts, but it is from actual knowl- 
edge, as far as we can get it, without actually performing the operation. For the first 
five years of the Citizens’ Company—the largest and oldest independent company in 
Michigan—it fell to my lot to publish considerable telephone data, because of my re- 
lations with the company. I tried to be exceptionally careful during the past ten ~ 
years in my statements. As far as I know, no man, either Bell or independent, has 
disputed any figures or facts that I have given, and I think I will be able to substan- 
tiate each. . ) 


By Mr. Lewis : : 


Q. Have not those royalties lapsed /—A. The patents have lapsed, but the con- 
tracts are perpetual. Now the royalties have gradually been reduced as conditions 
made it necessary to reduce them, in order to enable the Bell licensees to. maintain — 
their business under competition; so that the royalties paid to-day under the old con- 
tract are not at the figures prescribed in the contracts, but they heve been voluntarily 
reduced by the Bell Telephone Company of Boston, now the American Telephone and. 
Telegraph Company, from time to time. I think within the past two years the basis — 
of the royalty has been changed so that the amount which they collect from the 
licensee companies is four and a-half per cent upon the gross income. In that state- 
ment I am speaking of the licensee companies in the United States, and do not think 
this statement as to the amount of the royalty will be disputed by any Bell official. 
This is in the United States. I do not know what it is in Canada. 

Q. Have you any knowledge as to the patents or as to the contracts of the Bell 
Telephone Company in Canada ?—A. All I know is this: In Canada your patents, as 
1 understand, expire in fourteen years. In the United States they expire in seventeen 
years, and I believe every fundamental Bell telephone patent has expired in Canada, 
Sneluding the Berliner over which was the hardest suit the independents had to fight. 
We carried to the highest United States court, the Berliner patent litigation, at an 
expense of about $30,000 to the independent companies, and won the suit, thus settling 
the patent question. 

. Q. That is the Citizens’ Company ?—A. No, the independent telephone compan- 
ies of the United States. I was the secretary of the national organization during the 
year that the final payments were made in connection with the patent litigation 
named. The expense of suits was paid by funds contributed, and the suit was won in 
one court after another until the suit was finally settled. To-day one does not hear 
anything about the patents preventing any telephone development from going ahead. 
When we started, patents were held over our heads all the time. They were going to 
drive us out of existence by the patents. To-day as good instruments and apparatus 
as are made, can be bought in the open market, and entirely free from patents of an- 
noying nature. 


By Mr. Maclean: . 


Q. Why have they refused business ?—A. Every licensee company in the United 
States must use the Bell transmitter and receiver, and pay a royalty which at the pre- 
sent time is nearly five per cent, as I have told you. You can readily see how it is 
that equally good apparatus operates in equally satisfactory manner electrically. They 
will not connect it to the Bell lines because the independents pay no royalty and never 
will pay royalty. There is the secret of it. The question was asked this morning of 
Mr. Tétu if he could name any place in the United States where the Bell Company 
were connected with independent apparatus. Unfortunately he could not name any. © 
T can name places in Michigan from my personal knowledge where independent ap- 
paratus is receiving connection with the Bell Company, but under the sub-companies’ 
contracts. It is not reported to the American Telephone and Telegraph officials. They 
do not want to know about these matters, as I firmly believe. As far as any electrical 
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reason is concerned, there is no objection to connecting with the major portion of the 
independent lines or apparatus. Very soon after the Detroit was sold out five years 
ago to the Michigan Bell Telephone Company, an arrangement was made by the 
Michigan Bell Company with the Tecumseh Telephone Company, which had about 
300 telephones, and was using independent apparatus, to connect with the Bell toll 
lines, &c. From that day to this the Bell lines have connected with the Tecumseh ex- 
change, and the service has been continued between the Tecumseh Company, using 
independent apparatus and telephones and the Bell toll lines. The reason for this 
arrangement is that all the larger of the independent companies in the state are gra- 
dually connecting together. The Bell Company aim to prevent this result and to 
break down the independent movement, by breaking their connections in various sec- 


’ tions in the state. 


Q. The Boston company cannot claim any royalty on that ?—A. They cannot 
claim a royalty on what they do not furnish. The Boston company will not make an 
arrangement with a company that will not enter into a contract to use Bell apparatus, 
but when they are crowded to the wall locally and have to get out of the difficulty, a 
licensee company will arrange for a connection to be made temporarily, or on a short 
term contract for three, five or ten years, with independent companies. They do make 
these connections and the service is just as good from independent apparatus as if 
they were using the Bell apparatus. That is one point I am trying to make clear to 
you, gentlemen. At Caro, Michigan, there are two counties covered by a former in- 
dependent company, and its independent apparatus has for five years connected with 
Bell lines. The Caro company had 500 telephones. It made a ten-year contract with 
the Michigan Company at about the same time as the Tecumseh Company did, and 
had permission to increase the number of its ’phones up to 800, but above that it had 
to use Bell apparatus and pay a royalty on it, the same as sub-licensee companies. 

Q. We have had something like that here ?—A. At Schoolcraft, Michigan, a town 
of 859 population and about 100 telephones, with independent apparatus, to-day is 
connected with the Bell toll line and will continue to be connected until its contract 
with the Michigan Bell expires. At Three Rivers, Michigan, identically the same con- 
ditions exist. At Cheboygan, Michigan, the same conditions exist. When the Bell 
bought out Grand Ledge at the time they did Detroit, on the new state system, they 
took their lines immediately over to the Grand Ledge exchange without changing the 
transmitter or receiver, and gave just as good service over those lines as they are giv- © 
ing to-day with Bell transmitter and receiver. Bemton Harbour has within the past 
year, with 1,200 telephones or thereabouts, entered into a contract with the Bell Com- 
pany for toll line connection, and they are getting service to-day and are using tele- 
ohones and switchboards manufactured by the American Electric Company of Chi- 
cago, and get exactly as good service as though using Bell instruments. 

Q. The Boston men get no royalties 7—A. No, except for any new telephones put 
in. They are under contract to use Bell telephones for new business. All I undertake 
to show is that the independent apparatus is all right, electrically. It will talk just 
as well and the physical connection can be made just as readily from one exchange 
as from the other—the Bell. It is a question of royalty, not of physical connection 
at all. If you will read Mr. Pickernell’s testimony, you will notice when he refers to 
physical connections, he goes off on some theory, but he has not squarely answered 
your question as to whether physical connection could be made, as far as I have read 
the testimony. . 


By the Chairman : ) 
Q. I think so, I think he answered that very clearly. He stated that they were 


cultivating independent business.—A. I would like to talk to you about it a little later. 


The Kibbie Telephone Company covers an area of perhaps sixty miles north and south 
in the western part of Michigan, with 1,000 telephones. It is not good construction, 
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and yet their farmer exchanges are connected directly with the Bell toll line and they 
are used for toll purposes. The Lake Odessa Company was recently purchased by the 
Bell at a price greater than we could afford to pay for it. We are building a new ex- 
change there with a much better construction than if we purchased the old construc- 
tion. Chelsea is made up almost entirely with farmers’ telephones, of poor construc- 
tion, and yet the Bell toll lines connect with Chelsea. This list can be increased if 
vou desire. I am satisfied I can get a larger list in Ohio and Indiana and in some 
other western states, if you desire evidence that the Bell Company connects with in- 
dependent telephones. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. You limit your extension ?—A. We limit our extension. 
Q. Your future development ?—A. Yes, to present territory occupied, probably. 


By Mr. Lewis : 

Q. You have been speaking with reference to farmers’ lines, built by yourself 
or your company. Have you connected with any farmers’ lines which have been built 
by the farmers themselves 7—A. Oh, yes, the independent companies as a rule con- 
nect with the farmer or rural companies. Occasionally we find companies where the 
construction is so exceedingly poor, the ground line system, &e., that we do not con- 
nect with them, but we simply say: ‘We would be very glad to connect if you will 
make some improvements and put the line in good condition, so that you could con- 
nect with our toll lines.’ They don’t want to talk to New York; $4.50 as a toll fee 
would paralyze the average farmer. They want to talk to nearby towns. 

Q. Within 100 miles ?—A. Yes, and they can in some cases talk 100 miles over 
their country lines, where construction is fairly good. 

Q. Can you tell us how many farmers’ separate ’phones that you have connection 
with that you don’t own—oh, anywhere approximately—500 or 1,000 ?—A. I think 
1,000, possibly more than that, directly to our exchanges; and through other exchanges 
we connect with, perhaps 6,000. 

Q. What do you charge for them 2A. We charge according to conditions. The 
most common rule is $3 a year for switching their business at the exchange with which 
they connect. At Jackson, Michigan, where we now have over 2,700 ’phones, the Bell 
had 1,800 on their central energy system—ours 1s central energy also. The Bell now 
have about 1,400 to our 2,700. We there connect with several farmers’ lines and charge 
them $3 a year for each telephone. 

O Resides the 2,700 telephones?—A. Yes, besides the 2,700 telephones which we 
own and operate in the city of Jackson. They come in ten or fifteen on a line and pay 
$3 a year each for switching accommodation. 

Q. What do they get for that $3?—A. They get service into Jackson. They build 
the lines themselves. 

Q. What do they get for the $3 ?—A. They build the line themselves to the limits 
of Jackson. They had it built in most cases when we built the exchange. We carried 
the line into our Jackson exchange and tax them $3 apiece; ten on a line makes $30. 
We give them connection free with each one of our 2,700 subscribers in Jackson. } 

Q. Anything else ?—A. That is all. If they telephone to any other town they 
pay the regular toll rate. 

Q. The same rate as any other man would pay ?—A. Yes, sir, the same. 


By Mr. Boyce: 

Q. They construct their own line ?—A. Yes, sir. If we built it we would charge 
them originally $12. We now charge $15, because we find $12 does not enable na cae 
pay eight per cent dividends and have a profit for depreciation. They build the line 
te get the service with Jackson. They use their own native poles and did much of 
the labour themselves, 
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Q. They pay all the cost of construction and maintenance ?—A. Yes, sir. We 
have no expense of construction or the maintenance of their lines—simply connect 
them with our exchange and switch their business. 

Q. And you give connection with this town and charge $3 a year ?—A. Yes, just 
sufficient to pay our switching expenses. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. It is a feeder for your toll lines ?—A. Yes, it anchors down our exchange in 
Jackson and secures to us 2,700 subscribers where otherwise we probably would not 
have been able to have a larger exchange than the Bell in Jackson. It gives every 
man in Jackson an opportunity to telephone to all these farmers. In J ackson county 
there are over 5,000 independent telephones, farmers and all, and less than 1,800 Bell 
telephones. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. What is the residence rate in Jackson ?—A. It is $18, and $30 for business, 

Q. The farmer gets for $3 what the man in Jackson gets for $18 who has a tele- 
phone in his res:dence?—A. In Jackson the $18 rate for residences is for a single 
telephone on a metallic line. These farmers come in ten or more on one circuit or 
line, and pay $30 or more for their line. 

Q. If you had five on a line you would make the same rate ?—A. We require at 
least eight on a line. If there is more than that we get $3 apiece. We get at least 
$24 out of each circuit in that department of service. 

Q. It has been argued here between counsel for the Bell company that its objec- 
tion to having an independent farmers’ line connected with the exchange in a city is 
that the operator is switching an opponent of the main company when she is switch- 
ing an independent company ?—A. That objection is promptly removed when the 
royalty is paid, in the states, as I have endeavoured to show the Committee. 

Q. Is there any difference in the operating expenses or inconvenience or conveni- 
ence to have a farmer come to the pay office and pay there his 25 cents, or to be con- 
nected with the exchange over an independent line?—A. There is no more expense 
for the exchange to connect up a farmer on the farmers’ line for a long-distance call, 
than there is if that farmer comes into the central office to talk. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Isn’t it more convenient for the telephone company to give him a connection 
on the switchboard than to have the door open and shut and the company put to the 
inconvenience of all that ?—A. Yes, except we are always glad to see money coming 
in. We are there to see people come in and pay money in if they want to. We would 


sooner have a man talk from his own residence or business office than go to the cen- 


tral office. If the exchange is properly constructed the man should receive just as good 
service from his residence or office telephone as if he came tc the central office. Jf he 
does not get as good service he is not getting what he is paying for, as a rule. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. Have you any slot machines?—A. We have them only in our booths for toll 
purposes. 

Q. Central pay offices ?—A. Yes, we put a booth in a hotel or in some business 
place, or in some office building, where we think it would be convenient for the public 
to reach for toll purposes. We charge five cents for the local exchange service, be- 
cause it connects with the toll board, and not the local switchboard. It usually takes 
nearly as much time to switch a local call from a booth as it would for the adjacent 


cities and towns. 
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Q. Do they all pay that additional five cents 2@—A. No. We have unlimited ser- 
vice in Michigan, outside of Detroit, where the Bell has some slot machines, except a 
few booths for toll purposes, as explained. We do not have nickel-in-the-slot machines 
in drug stores, business places or residences. The rest of Michigan, and it is true 
of Indiana, Ohio and other states, where as a rule unlimited service prevails, they pay 
sc much a year for a telephone. Practically there is little difference—but theoretically 
i+ makes a lot of difference. Neighbours often use the telephone, and if there is much 
of it, it becomes annoying to the subscriber, who does not want his telephone used un- 
reasonably. We do not object to neighbours using the automatic, for it does not make 
any direct difference to the company. When we put an automatic telephone in, the 
man who uses it makes his own connections with the subscriber he wants to call, and 
it makes very little difference to the company whether the calls are ten or twenty or 
fifty a day. There is only an unlimited exchange service in Michigan and that is 
true of independent companies as a rule all over the country, with a possible exception 
of a few large cities, such as Philadelphia, St. Louis, &e. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. Is there not this objection in the interests of the ‘phone companies ? I have 
known an instance or two myself where a neighbour will contribute a part annually 
of the rental of the telephone to a subscriber to be permitted to use it when he desires 
to do so 2A. These are exceptional cases. But as a rule a man who is able to pay 


for his telephoue ordinarily prefers to have a telephone of his own which he can go | 


to when he wants to talk. It is a perfect nuisance to go out to another house to talk. 
That is why we get so many telephones. The burden of use other than the subscribers 
using them, does not cut any figure practically, except in extremely large cities. Of 
course that is more a matter of theory, as far as large cities are concerned, because 
ours is only 100,000. But in that sized city we know there is no perceptible burden on 
the telephone company; it is purely a matter of theory, as to the uses mentioned. 


By Mr. Lewis: 


Q. Give us the cost of putting in ’phones 2—A. I scarcely understand—what do 
you want in particular ? | 

Q. What does it cost to put in a man’s ’phone in a town of say 5,000 or 10,000 
or farmers’ ’phones per mile, and the construction. Take farmers first ?—A. The con- 
struction which I consider proper, 25-foot poles, 6 inches at the top, 10-pin 10-foot 
cross-arms, 2 wires or metallic circuit, having at least four subscribers to the mile, a 
farm line can be built for $60 to $70 each, as we build them. Now, the farmers them- 


selves gét the poles out of their own woods and put up their own construction, and it | 


actually costs little or nothing. For a company in the business for commercial pur- 
poses, putting up the lines which shall be maintained permanently, it will require an 
average in our state at least of $63 or $64 per telephone. 

Q. What does that include ? Double wires ?—A. Yes, I think I said that. The 
subscribers’ telephone would have a granular carbon transmitter (long-distance tele- 
phone) two wires (metallic circuits), and would give a service that would enable them 
‘to talk out of the state just as successfully as if it were living in town. 

Q. That would be $15 apiece—four to the mile 2—A. No, I mean that the average 
cost per telephone would be $60. Four would cost about $250, if a territory was cOov- 
ered for say six miles around an exchange. 

Q. That would include the instrument ?—A. Yes, instrument and all ecomplete— 
wire, poles, everything. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. That is where you have the full number of subscribers to the mile 7—A. We 
require at least three to the mile and would not build a line that would not show at 
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least three. If we were to build three miles of line we would have to have at least 
nine subscribers and prefer to try to get twelve. When buying the telephones the far- 
mers pay approximately the amount named by Mr. Tétu, which is graded from $12 to 
$13.50 per ’phone, according to the quality for a first class bridged telephone. There 
are some that are sold at less prices than that. These figures are in the States. I do 
not understand the tariff duties and cannot name Canadian prices. 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. I have heard that they get them at lower prices and that they send to some- 
where near Chicago for their instruments. There is a company there, is there not ?— 
A. There are several good factories in Chicago and other cities. The instrument 
which I have referred to would be known as the bridging telephone, and would enable 
one using that kind of instrument to talk over the toll lines. A series telephone is 
eut into the line without high resistance in the ringers. As the number used, increases 


_ the service gets poor until one cannot talk satisfactorily. This ’phone can be bought 


_ from $7 upwards. If two farmers wanted to string a wire between their houses they 


could get an instrument for $7.50 to $8 and could talk successfully, but if they put 


several more on the line and then run to an exchange they have to use high resistance, 


or bridging telephone, which will cost from $12 to $13 approximately. 
By Mr. Maclean : k 


Q. Yours would be standard construction ?—A. I say the average cost for our 
farm subscribers’ telephones is about $65 apiece to us, on what we consider standard 
construction. 

Q. Capital invested ?—A. Is $60 to $65 for farmers’ telephones each. That in- 


4 cludes poles, wires and all. 


ree 


Q. Yours is a standard well-equipped company, in your estimation 2—A. Yes. 
Q. It covers a portion of the state, representing city, urban and farmers’ tele- 


phones 2—A. Yes. 


Q. And you have how many ’phones in your system to-day ¢—A. Over 20,000. 
Q. Representing a capital invested of what ?—A. Two million dollars, approxi- 


) _ mately. 


Q. So that your capital invested per *phone is—that includes poles, lines, the 


whole system ?—A. Yes. Toll lines and all. 


Q. Well, that is $100 capital investment ?—A. Yes, on the average. I am just 
giving it approximately and for the entire system. Until within the last year it but 
slightly exceeded that amount by reason of such solid construction in Grand Rapids, 


_ which has cost us $130 per telephone. The farmers’ lines cost us $65 per telephone, 
as stated. 


Q. Here is a community or state adjoining Ontario, mcde up of cities, towns, vil- 


7 lages, and farmers lines, where the capital invested per ’phone averages about $100 ? 


_—A. Yes. 


Q. And on that you are paying eight per cent ?—A. Yes. 


By the Chairman : 
Q. What proportion of that is toll line 2—A. About one-sixth is toll line con- 


struction. 
Q. That is a small proportion ?—A. Why is it small ? 
Q. No—that is right——A. We have about 1,200 miles of pole line for toll line 


_ purposes. 


By Mr. Maclean : 
Q. One more question. Ai the time when your capital was a little over $100,000, 
you say the Bell Company tried to purchase some of it 2—A. When our capital was 
$394,000, they so endeavoured. 


1—c— 654 
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Q. Say $400,000 ?—A. The Bell undertook to force us to ‘sell out to them by buy- 
ing up our stock. 

Q. And canvassed your subscribers 2—A. They canvassed our stockholders and 
acquired $44,400 of our stock. Then, when we pooled our stock, as I explained this 
morning, and later on through the Michigan Trust Company, the only trust company 
in Grand Rapids, we were offered a portion of that stock, and promptly bought it, and 
have purchased all that has been offered until the Bell Company now own only $10,000 
of our stock. 

Q. They ceased buying when the pool prevented it ?—A. They never bought a 
share of stock after the announcement that we had a majority of our stock in the 
pool. Under Michigan law the minority stockholder or any stockholder can cumulate 
his stock for voting for directors, so that with $44,000 worth of stock the Bell Com- 
pany could have elected one of our twelve directors (out of the $394,000 stock issue) — 
by cumulating the stock. In order to prevent them doing that, I prepared amended 
Articles of Incorporation reducing the number of directors to six and allowing the 
four officers to be outside the board of directors, and filed those amended articles the 
afternoon before the annual election. When the attorney came up from Detroit for 
the Bell Company, he found there were only six directors to be elected, and naturally 
‘ag he could not elect one he did not go contrary to the rest of us, so the election was 
unanimous and six old directors and four officers were re-elected, and we were all 
naturally happy. - 

Q. Still you had to fight for it ?—A. There never has been a success to our com- 
pany but we have had to fight for it, so that continued success has meant much war- 
fare, unfortunately. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Have you formed any opinion as to the practicability of government owner- 
ship ?—A. I have given some thought to the matter, and I have been expecting that 
eventually the Bell long-distanice line would pass into the hands of our government 
should they lose many of their exchange connections. It looked to me as though they 
would be glad to unload their property, and I had rather anticipated that would even- 
tually be done. I see no objection personally, why the government could not operate 
the long-distance lines successfully. It has demonstrated in our country, the same 
as it has here, that it is able to operate the postal service at rates so low that we did 
not believe it was possible to do it successfully. I have faith in our government, and in| 
its honesty, and in our people being able to elect honest representatives and officials. 
A. good deal has happened in our country, the same as in your country, that is unfor- 
tunate, and we know where the trouble lies. We are trying to get at it. I do not 
know why there should not be honesty in the management of government affairs, and 
if there is, I do not know any reason why the government could not successfully handle 
the telephone toll lines. That is solely an opinion from the standpoint of the com- 
munity, and my own interest as a plain citizen of the United States, that does not 
have a million dollars, and one acquainted with the independent telephone movement — 
T see no reason why the government could not either own or control the toll line or 
the toll line companies. ; 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. And maintain them more efficiently ?—A. If the government owned the lines” 
in Michigan they would be able to put up more lines, and to better advantage. The 
toll lines are only about one-sixth of our investment, and yet we are getting very much 
more complete facilities for handling toll business than heretofore in the state. It 
does not take any large amount of capital to build toll lines, not when you are voting 
$200,000 or $500,000 every little while in your House here in Canada. With sufficient 
capital to build the lines and with honest management, I know of no reason why the 
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lines could not be taken over and connect with exchanges, under fair regulations, and 
run just as the independent companies are doing to-day. We are connecting toll lies 
with fifty or more companies and getting good service. Jf we had the ower to say to 
our connecting companies : ‘ You must make your line so and so, before you can con- 
nect with us,’ as the government would do, it does seem we ought to be able to furnish 


an even better service, as we have to make an arrangement with them to keep them 


from going over to the Bell. I know of no reason why government ownership or con- 
trol is not feasible, although I would be condemned, of course, by a good many for 
tinaking any such statement as that. But that is my opinion, just the same. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Your opinion is that as far as toll lines are concerned, it would be feasible 
for the government to own and operate them ?—A. It is. I see no serious difficulty, 


although numerous objections. 


Q. What about the municipal services, are you in favour of municipal operation ? 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Do you know of any case A. There is none in our country, of municipal 
ownership of telephones; I am confident. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. Consequently you have had no experience ?—A. We have had no experience. 
Q. You cannot speak, then, from any knowledge /—A. Nobody has anything but 
pure theory in regard to that matter, in our country. There is no case where it has 


been done. Of course, there is a great deal more trouble in connection wth the man- 


agement of an exchange than with the management of toll lines. It is less difficult to 


- manage toll lines successfully than it would be to manage local exchanges all over 


a state, being managed by a foreign interest—where the main office is foreign to the 
locality in which the operation is performed. The great success of the independents 


is partly owing to the fact that the people largely own the exchange, and they demand 


and secure better results than would be secured from any gentlemen residing in Bos- 
ton or Chicago, who were simply interested in our dollars. So that, it seems to me an 


ideal condition to be created would be for the long-distance line to be so managed 


that any company with proper construction might connect with them. The matter 


of regulation of them is just as easy to do as to regulate anything else as far as I 


see, and I cannot conceive, except the one question of royalty, why the Bell Company 
forces toll line construction in the States and are going to force it in this country, 
when the toll line business is profitable, except that their investments are so much 
larger in exchanges than in the toll lines, and they desire to extend exchange compe- 
tition because they get royalties from their apparatus. We have beaten them over 
a considerable portion of Michigan. We had 34,000 messages last month in and out 
of Grand Rapids, compared with 31,000 the preceding one. 


By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. If the Bell Company could get rid of the Boston octopus ?—A. If the licensees 
could manage their own business themselves—I do not know what the royalty of the 
parent Bell is on your company here in Canada, but if your company could be loos- 


ened from its relationship to the Boston Company, or if the Michigan Company could 


eet rid of their perpetual contract under which they can buy from no one except the 
Western Electrical Company, it would be to its advantage, in my opinion, as to cost, 


and also as to freedom in fixing a policy for government. 


Q. Wire and cable, and so on ?—A. Wire and cable can be bought in the open 
market. There is no difference in their wire and cables from ours. Their poles grow 
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for them as they grow for us. There is no mystery in connection with the telephone | 


business. . It is a question of royalty and management. If the licensees were relieved 
possibly Bell stock would not be worth much. We do not connect with them, largely 
for reasons given. 
Q. Or rather, why they do not connect with you ?—A. Yes, that is better. 

Q. You belong to the Michigan Independent Association ?—A. Yes, sir. 


Q. You are secretary of it ?—A. Yes. In 1897, we organized, and I was its presi- 


dent for four years. 
Q. It is practically for mutual protection ?—A. Yes, sir. 


Q. But the independent telephone companies have another association which pro- 
vides for working traffic 2—A. We call that a traffic association, which established — 


rules for the interchange of business, and making the tariffs are based upon the air 
line distance, and the one-half cent per mile. 

Q. It is a matter easily settled and reached ?—A. We get very satisfactory re- 
sults, indeed. During the past ten years the conditions have improved each year. It 
bas taken time to work out this arrangement. 

Q. You have standard construction ?—A. Yes, to a considerable extent. We 
have a little trouble occasionally with some of the smaller companies, but in nearly 
every case we have worked the matter out satisfactorily. I do not know that there 
is any more trouble in telephony than in any other line of business. 

Q. You have a working arrangement with independent companies ?—-A. Yes, sir; 
a twenty-five-year contract for interchange of business, &c. 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. Supposing the government took in hand the long-distance lines and some of 
your local exchanges were operated by the automatic system and others by other sys- 
tems, could they all work satisfactorily and do business over the trunk line 2—A. Yes, 
we are doing it. We connect the automatic at Grand Rapids with the central energy 
at Jackson and with the magneto at many other places. There is no physical or elec- 
trical reason why an independent telephone should not be connected with the long- 
distance owned by the Bell, or the government, or anybody else, if honestly operated. 
Only one good objection has been raised, and that is on the part of those gentlemen 
who don’t want to give service. They can make us a good deal of trouble. 


By. Mr. Maclean : 


Q. What is that word we had this morning—oh, yes, there is no ‘ killing the busi- 


ness’ among the independent companies ?—A. I have not heard of anything of that 
kind being done, and until I read ‘Mr. Pickernell’s testimony I never heard of a ped- 
lar’s wagon passing through the state selling telephones as sewing machines are sold. 
. do not believe that ever has occurred, at least in Michigan. He must have been 
joking. I do not think it is reasonable. 


Ld 


By Mr. Lewis : 


Q. No, he was not joking. He meant they were selling it at so much.—A. I un- 
derstood that he said they were peddling. I never knew of such a ease. I do not be- 


lieve it is being done. The different manufacturers have representatives in the states. 
here are probably five telephone companies with each a representative in Michigan. 


! 
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If a farmer writes in and wants to know what it would cost to buy fifty telephones, 


they send a man out to see him, but if he only wants to buy four or five they arrange 


. 
io 
a 


it by correspondence. No peddling is done in our state. If any is done in Mr. Picker- 


nell’s territory, there must be a different state of affairs. There are over 75,000 inde- 


pendent ’phones in our state, and less than 70,000 Bell to-day. 
Mr. J. B. WARE. 
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By Mr. Maclean : 


Q. Do you know what is the law applied to common carriers ?—A. Yes, in a 
general way. 

Q. Do you consider a telephone company a common carrier ?—A. Well, sir, I am 
not able satisfactorily to answer that question. When I was living in Buffalo about 
‘wo years ago, I started to look that matter up. Perhaps you have already found the 
case, the Postal Telegraph Company against the Hudson River Company. 

Q. They are all collected in that opinion, given by the Attorney General of Wis- 
consin.—A. I have not seen that. I am not clear on the question of whether they are 
common carriers or not. I do not know any reason why they could not be made so. 
They are treated as such as far as the laws of taxation and everything of that kind is 
concerned. | 


By Mr. Miller : 


Q. I have copies of some evidence where the Bell has brought actions for dam- 
veges against other companies because they have strung their wires too near the wires 
of the Bell Company. Now, our country roads are, most of them, sixty-six feet wide. 
Is there any reason why the wires of one company being strung on one side of that 
“oad, could interfere with the wires of another company on the other side of that 
road ?—A. None whatever, and if the wires are four feet apart on the same side they 
vould work all right on a metallic circuit. 

Q. One would not interfere with the other ?-A. The only objection would be if 
you got wires so close as to touch. In cities there are thousands of cases where 
the wires of one company are within four feet of the wires of others. In many 
places in Michigan I have seen the Bell Company have a pole line five feet higher 
than the independent line and the wires within four feet, and often within three feet 
of other companies’ wires. 

Q. And no trouble ?—A. Absolutely none. If the wires drag or swing together 
there would be trouble, of course. _ 

Q. I remember seeing in an American farm paper that the farmers in their en- 
deavour to install very cheap rural telephone systems, were stringing the top wire on 
the wire fence along the road in such a manner as to convey their telephonic mes- 
sages.—A. Why can’t they 

Q. Is that being done ?—A. It is not done in our country, but it is in JXansas 
and other western states. There is no objection except that the wires are more liable 
to get broken if the wire is located close to the ground, than if it is twenty feet or 
more from the ground. We want to get a wire out of the way of its being interfered 
with or broken, that is all. In Kansas and in the western states the farmers, and 
even the Bell Telephone Company put their wires on 20-foot poles, because poles are 
expensive, and they are getting just as good service as on thirty and forty-foot poles. 
The only object is to see that teams and wagons will not run against them. I do not 
know any reason why a fence wire could not be made into a telephone line and used 
between farmers, but you could not use it for toll lines. By putting up BB. iron wire 
it would give good results if metallic. Why should not they be allowed to do it ? 

Q. Would there be any danger to a person coming in contact with it 2A. None 
whatever, no danger from contact, as far as the electrical current is concerned. In 
fact, if in building fences, farmers would about each 100 feet put up a post two or 
more feet higher than the regular fence posts, they could with very little expense 
string two BB. No. 12 iron wires and secure good telephone service, for exchange or 
toll lines. Of course, at gates and road crossings 25-foot poles would be necessary. 


By Mr. Macfarlane : 


Q. In answer to Mr. Lewis, you made some statement about the difference be- 
tween ia farmer going to a toll office and asking to speak over the long-distance lines, 
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end a farmer bringing in his line for physical connection and asking for connection 
with the long-distance line. I understand you to say there is no difference in the 
trouble ?—A. I say as far as the expense is concerned, there is no difference, there is 
absolutely no difference, after the farmer’s line is once connected. 

Q. Is it so where the telephone companies were under an agreement @—A. I do 
not know that I can answer. 

Q. As far as the waste of the line and the success of the operation is concerned ? 
-__A, As far as the expense of operation is concerned, there is no difference whether 
there is an agreement or not. 

Q. Would it not depend upon whether the parties were in agreement or not?—A. 
No, the line could not be connected into the exchange unless there were some under- 
standing, whether written or verbal, it would make no difference. Yourun a line into a 
ran’s house, and if he does not pay the tolls or exchange rentals, you do not give the 
service. If the subscriber does not pay, you take the service off. The same rule could 
be and would be followed. 

Q. You connect with other companies ?—A. Oh, yes, that is characteristic of all 
independent companies. 

Q. You have agreements with the companies ?—A. Yes, sir, as a rule, with all 
the larger companies, especially. 

Q. You insist on a certain standard class of instruments ?—A. We have a gen- 
eral clause in the agreement. It is something like this : ‘That the construction shall 
be of such character as will give a satisfactory service,’ some general expression of 
that character. 

Q. To cover proper maintenance of lines 2—A. Yes, it is quite to their interest to 
give good service; and they can get good apparatus and telephones at a cost very little 
more than the poorer. 

Q. Have you any system of operating rules that you use in connection with these 
companies, signals, for instance ?—A. Every exchange has it distinctive toll line sig- 
pal. In the telephone, as in telegraph business, the signal between offices is done by 
the operator in the toll line exchange. A subscriber simply rings to the toll board. 
He does not make the connection; he rings the operator, and she makes the connec- 
tion communicating with the other exchange. She uses a signal with the object of 
saving time. That is the only way we can let them know that we want them, to signal. 

Q. They use signals to save time ?—A. They use one or two or three rings the 
same as the Bell. 

Q. Apart from that do they not use a code of signals, or something of that kind, 
to save time as much as possible ?—A. Yes, that is true as far as the operators in the 
larger exchanges are concerned. 

Q. That is in the essence of the successful commercial operation of state connec- 
tions, in order that time should be saved ?—A. It is not only the essence, it is thé 
custom. We all wear hats. It is the essence of civilization to wear hats. 

Q. Time is the essence of value in the long-distance line ?—A. Yes, sir. You 
are correct. i 

Q. Would you consider that companies which had antagonistic interests with 
other companies, which were competing companies, for instance, at a certain point, 
could successfully connect with one another physically, in that way ? I mean to say 
would it be a reasonable and feasible arrangement ?—A. There is no electrical® or 
physical reason why it should not be done. th 

Q. No, I am not asking you that exactly.—A. I will state it this way, that it 
would be very questionable whether, if one of the parties was the Bell Company, an- 
other could get satisfactory service over the Bell lines, or over the lines of a company 
antagonistic to it. 

Q. Certainly, and would it not be the same with any other two companies. Take 
two independent companies, having no connection, or two companies without any 
friendly relations, two companies which compete at a point. Suppose they were 
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cbliged by law to give physical connection. Would there not be insuperable difficul- 
ties and a waste of the lines?—A. There is no question but what there would be diffi- 
culties, unless there were some regulations between them. Order is nature’s first law 
and applies to the telephone business, as to others. ; 
Q. You heard Mr. Tétu’s evidence on that point this morning. Would you agree 
with him on that point ?—A. No, sir, not just as he stated his views. 
Q. That there would be opportunities for wasting the line, do you not agree with 


that statement?—A. Oh, yes. And it would be difficult if not impossible to abso- 


jutely find out where the trouble occurred, if one of the parties said he would not do 
it. It is hard to do business when one of the parties is unwilling. 

Q. It would be practically impossible, I understand from you, to find out where 
the trouble arises ?—A. I would not agree with that statement. As I stated a moment 
ago, there is no mystery about the telephone business. It has been public ignorance 
in the past that has enabled the Bell Company to do certain things and to give a poor 
service. ‘Certain definite relations give very certain conditions. There may be noise 
on the line, and complaints may be made that they get the noise off the other line, 
but he does not know where it comes from. You cannot get noise off a line if you 
do not connect with it. 

Q. Are you speaking of any particular case? Give us a particular instance 
wkere this is done ? I am sorry that so many references have been made to the 
American Bell Company, because, as a matter of fact, my clients have no relations 
with them, but I feel that they should in some way be protected {—A. I do not be- 
lieve I can cite a definite case of that kind at this time. But I think, if it is desirable, 
that possibly I could find instances in the city of Detroit. 

Q. You do not know of any ?—A. I was simply making a general statement. I 
would not want to make any charge of anything that I could not prove. I am simply 
making a statement that it can be done. I believe it has been done, but I am not pre- 
pared to prove it at this time. 

‘Q. I do not think you said anything when you were first examined about your 
connection with the telephone business, before you became connected with the present 
Citizens’ Company ?—A. I had no acquaintance with the telephone business preced- 
ing my relations with the Citizens’ Company. I was never connected with the Bell 
Company in any way. 

Q. You had no telephone experience previous to 1895?—A. No, none whatever. 

Q. Your whole experience has been with the Citizens’ Company only ?—A. Yes, sir, 
from June, 1895, to March, 1901, and director continuously since 1901-2 I was in De- 
troit; 1903 in Buffalo with independent companies. 

Q. When you referred to the statement made by Mr. Pickernell, and which was 
also referred to by Mr. Tétu, about speaking commercially between Cleveland and St. 
Louis, you attributed that to the smallness in number of the lines. Were you speak- 
ing from personal knowledge or from an inference which you drew ?—A. I have been 
a constant attendant upon the different meetings of the National Association since 
it was organized, and I have been connected with it in one capacity and another since 
its organization. J was secretary of it at one time. I have personal acquaintance 
with nearly all its officers, and the various companies, and have kept in touch with the 
development of the long-distance lines. I have seen the diagrams in the Cleveland 
Company’s office, of the United States Telephone Company’s toll lines, and have seen 
a diagram in the Indianapolis office of the New Long-Distance Company’s circuits, 
and my knowledge is as definite as anyone can have, not an officer of the companies 
mentioned, or anyone who does not have charge of the circuits. 

Q. So that you infer that the small number of lines is the reason for the com- 
paratively poor connection ?—A. That is the reason for the slow service; the quality 
is good when the connections are once made. . 

Q. Did you ever speak over the lines yourself, Mr. Ware ?—A. I never tried to 
talk with St. Louis from Cleveland, no, sir. 
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Q. So that you cannot say from your own knowledge whether there is any speak- 


ing over the independent lines or not?—A. Only that I was in Cleveland a few weeks 
ago and visited with Mr. Hoge, who has large telephone interests there, and is presi- 
dent of the National Association. He said that a gentleman was calling upon him 
the other day and was very much surprised when Mr. Hoge talked with Buffalo and 
St. Louis and Pittsburg during the time that the gentleman was present. He spoke 
of it as showing the development of the long-distance lines, and as an everyday occur- 
rence, as I believe it is. I have talked with Cleveland and Columbus over the long- 
distance lines from Grand Rapids, and with Indianapolis from Cleveland, but never 
with St. Louis. There is no question in my mind that I could talk with St. Louis 
from Cleveland at the present time. 

Q. That is as far as your knowledge goes on that particular point ?—A. Yes, as 
far as one can go who does not operate the line. ; 

Q. It is an expression of opinion ?—A. It is simply an expression of my own 
opinion, based on the knowledge of conditions, as I have explained. 

Q. Now, you referred to the toll line, the general question of toll lines 2? You 
said that you considered them more remunerative than the exchange lines?—A. I have 
said that they are more remunerative. 

Q. And you gave the figures—is that a computation from the results in your own 
company ’—A. Yes, sir, I gave the figures from my own company. 

Q. You gave the percentages ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How do you distinguish between the operating cost on the long-distance lines 
and the operating cost on the local lines ? What I mean briefly is this: in the use of 


long-distance lines, the local exchanges, do they not come into play, are they not 


used ?7—A. Yes, for the subscribers’ line, in service. 

Q. The long-distance lines could not be used except for the local exchanges ?— 
A. No, not successfully; that is peculiar to our business that the telephone exchanges 
in different cities are connected together by the toll or long-distance wires. 

Q. How do you distinguish between the cost and the operating expenses of: ie 
long-distance lines and the local exchanges /—A. Well, so far as the local exchange 
itself is concerned, it is able to distinguish the cost by reason of this: there are sep- 
arate operators for the toll lines or long-distance business, as a rule. 

Q. But how do you distinguish long-distance lines from any portion of the local 
' exchange expenses?—A. Each is separate, and can be easily distinguished. The 
Iocal exchange is allowed in Michigan, and most of the independent companies allow 
throughout the United States a twenty-five per cent commission on originating busi- 
ness to cover the expense of operation to the exchange originating the toll business. 

«). That is not exactly what I mean, though. Do I understand from that that 
you charge toll lines with twenty-five per cent of the cost of operation of your local 
exchange ?—A. You did not understand me to say that, did you ? 

@. No, that is what I thought.—A. I did not say that. 

Q. That is what I want to get at. Then what portion of your cost—I want to find 
cut whether you charge for your toll lines any particular portion of the cost of main- 
tenance and operation of your local exchange ?—A. We never have charged to the 
operation and maintenance of our toll lines any part of the expense attached to the 
operating of our local exchange. 

Q. None whatever? So you admit that a portion of your exchange is used.in the 
operation of the toll line ?—A. I did not admit that. I said that a toll line terminat- 
ing in the exchange should take separate operators, and we allow twenty-five per cent 
commission on all the business that originates there, for taking care of the business. 
I do not believe that we should charge any part of the exchange maintenance. It is 
not your opinion we should do that, is it ? 

Q. I am not giving any opinion upon the matter.—A. I give my opinion that it 
ought not to be done, based upon ten years’ experience. It is not done either by the 
Bell Company or by independents in any instance. 
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Q. You mentioned about the Bell contract. Have you read the evidence given 
by Mr. Sise, the president of the Canadian Bell Telephone Company ?—A. No, sir, I 
have not seen it. 

Q. Have you noticed in his evidence that the company pays no royalty whatever? 
—A. What company is that ? 

Q. I mean the Canadian company, the Bell Telephone Company of Canada ?—A. 
May I ask you one question just for my own information ? 

Q. Certainly—A. Does the American Bell Telephone Company own any of the 
stock of the Canadian company ? 

Q. Certainly it does.—A. It is not necessary to pay royalty then ? 

Q. You will find all that in the books.—A. I will be very glad to look it up. 

Q. I want to ask you another question. You said that the licensee companies in 
the United States paid royalty to the American Bell Company, or to the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company ?—A. I said, as Mr. Tétu said, and as Mr. Picker- 
nell stated, the American, the original Bell Telephone Company, was absorbed by the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company some years ago, and the Bell Company,. 
as we speak of it to-day, is the American Telegraph and Telephone Company. 

Q. Correct.—A. Now the contracts originally made with the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, the licensee contracts, were perpetual, and required annual royalty. 

Q. What contracts do you refer to, with what particular companies, for instance? 
—A. The licensee Bell Telephone Company contracts with the parent Bell Company 
were perpetual, and did provide for royalties in every instance in our country. 
 Q. Now, on that point, did you ever see one of those contracts ?—A. I did. 

Q. Did you ever have any dealings with the Bell Telephone Company, the Ameri- 
can Bell Telephone Company, in connection with these contracts ?—A. No, I did not. 

Q. When did you see this contract you speak of ?—A. About a year before the 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company went into the hands of the receiver. 

Q. Yes, about what time was that, do you know ?—A. In December, 1903, the 
United States court confirmed the sale of the property. I would say that in 1903 they 
went into the hands of the receiver. Well now, just preceding that time, our company 
was invited to purchase a controlling interest in the Michigan Telephone Company’s 
stock, and the inducement was offered that it would enable us to control the entire 
business by securing control of the Michigan Company, that where the rates were not 
properly made they could be readjusted without doing injustice to the communities. 
Tnasmuch as it would do away with competition, which is always annoying to an ex- 
tent, even though it does have its beneficial results, our board of directors thought it 
would be wise that a committee should investigate the matter and consider the propo- 
sition to purchase that controlling interest in the Michigan stock. A committee of 
three was appointed, of which I was one, and the committee met with a committee 
from the Michigan Telephone Company. We found that all the papers we desired 
and the books of the company were in Boston, and it seemed advisable for some one 
to go to Boston and look into the matter. My committee selected me to represent them 
and go to Boston. I did so with a director of the Michigan Bell Company, and a 
mutual friend—there were three of us went down. At that time I saw a copy of the 
ccntract. I talked with the officers of the company, and I do not think there is any 
question as to the accuracy of any statement I have made regarding those matters, as" 
t found them at that time. 

Q. Do you know what that royalty represents ?—A. It represents the price which 
the licensee companies pay annually for the use of the transmitter and receiver—not 
for the switchboard—but for the use of a transmitter and receiver. They own the 
rest of the telephone. 

Q. So it would be properly termed a rental for the instruments—that is, the trans- 
mitter and receiver. They are owned by the company which obtains the rental? Is 
not that right?—A. The transmitter and receiver are owned by the parent Bell Com- 
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pany. You can call it rental. There is, I think, a difference of names only. We call 
it royalty, the Bell people call it rental. By rental we mean what the subscriber pays for 
his exchange service. The royalty is not what is paid for service, but it is the annual 
amount paid for the privilege of using something at a price much higher than it is 
worth in the open market. We call it royalty. 

Q. I mean they get the actual use of the object ?—A. They get the actual use of 
the object for which they pay the royalty. The royalty is the same on the long-dis- 
tance transmitter as it is en the Blake transmitter in every instance in all the licensee 
contracts in our country, as I understand and believe. 

Q: Do you know that personally, Mr. Ware ?—A. Only from the source I have 
explained. 

Q. Was that told you distinctly 7A. Yes, sir, I understand that it is not a dis- 
puted fact. 

Q. I wanted to know if it was told you distinctly ?—A. I think you will find I 
am correct. That is my understanding of it, and I was pretty careful in the matter. 
T do not think there is any question about it, as to the United States. 

Q. Do I understand you to say that your company, in building its farmers’ lines 
insists that there shall be at least four farmers to the line ?—A. No, I said as a rule 
we desired four farmers to the mile, but if there was a prospect of that many later, we 
had built with three to the mile. 

Q. But you would consider that as the lowest guarantee to a proper return for 
the expenditure ? Is that right ?—A. I would consider at the rates which I have 
been naming here, $12 and $15, that there ought to be three farmers to the mile, and 
i? it averages less than that, why the rates ought to be increased, for a commercial 
investment. 

Q. Then, as a matter of fact you easily obtained four ?—A. We endeavoured so 
to do, and in many places more than that. 

Q. With reference to this contract between the American \3ell Company and the 
various companies as to the use of instruments, you have given us a number of cases 
where the former company apparently does not insist upon that ?—A. No, I said in 
each case that I understood that the American Bell Telephone Company never has 
made a formal contract of that character, but that the licensee companies make the 
arrangement, and it is permitted to stand by reason of conditions existing. 

Q. That is merely your inference from the facts, as an outsider would see them ? 
—A. Well, no, it is my inference from the facts that I have gathered from the inside. 

Q. But you do not know positively what reasons may be actuating the company ? 
-—A. Well, Mr. Fish himself, if you desire to know, told me that they had no official 
notice of any such instance of that kind, and he did not want one. That is my author- 
ity, and that is why I have the inference I have eee the matter, although I 
regret being compelled to make this statement. 

Q. Do you know that as a matter of fact there are no aaieat Canadian patents 
covering essential features of the telephone ?—A. I do not know, except, as I stated 
that I have understood the patent laws in Canada require a patent to expire in four- 
teen years and the patent laws in the United States seventeen, and I have never heard 
any question raised about patents in connection with Canada; otherwise I know noth- 


ing about it. I do not believe there is any patent claimed in Canada on telephones 


that would prevent the independents doing business. 

Q. As a matter of fact, that field is absolutely open?—A. Yes, sir, it is, as I 
understand it. 

Q. And as a matter of fact do you know that the field has been open since 1887 ? 
—A. No, it has not in our country. 

Q. Well, I mean to say that the essential patents expired in Canada about 1887- 
1889 2—A. I did not know that, I supposed they had expired later. I supposed they 
had expired about 1893. 
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Q. Your company goes into active competition, I presume, at different points with 
ether companies ?—A. No, it is only one company we compete with. 

Q. Only one company ?—A. That is all, the Michigan Bell Telephone Company. 

Q. There are no local municipal exchanges in your territory at all 2—A. I do 
not think there is a municipal exchange in the United States. There may be, but I 
do not recall of having heard of one. ; 

Q. In that question of depreciation, how would you care for depreciation in your 
company ? In the case of reconstruction in an existing exchange, for instance, how 
is the property destroyed in such reconstruction taken care of ?—A. I think I stated 
this morning, and if I did not I will state it now, that all of our company’s recon- 
struction has been carried in a reconstruction account during the year. 

Q. Is that met out of revenue, or is it charged partly to capital ?-A. Ags we re- 
construct any of our lines or exchanges during the year ? 

Q. Yes ?—A. We keep that in what is known as the reconstruction account and 
at the end of the year we charge it otf to operation and maintenance. We have done 
that every year since we have been in business. 

Q. Is it taken care of by revenue or is it charged to capital 2—A. We charge it 
to our expense of operation and maintenance, and not to capital. , 

Q. I mean of maintenance and operation. That is the revenue. Is that correct ? 
—A. Out of our revenue we deduct our expenses to show the profit, and one of the 
items of expenses each year has been all the reconstruction that has been done during 
the year. Another item is taxes, another item is labour, for operators and other em- 
ployees, another item is postage, &c., &c. Our reconstruction has always been charged 
up to operation and maintenance, deducted from our income each year, before there 
was any profit. . 

Q. Yes, to take a concrete case. Supposing you have in existence a board at a 
local exchange which has to be taken out. The inside value of that board stands on 
your books to-day at $100,000. The board will be worth say $25,000 when taken out 
and has to be replaced by a board of $150,000. What would your book-keeping entries 
be to take care of a replacement of that kind ?—A. We never had a case of that kind, 
and I do not believe I want to offhand answer that question, which is a purely theor- 
etical question and not a practical one, as to my actual experience. 

Q. Absolutely ?—A. And I am desirous of giving you facts and figures based on 
experience. I never had experience of anything of that kind. 

Q. Just give an example of the way expenditure is taken care of ?—A. In our 


own city, for instance, we put up poles originally even in the downtown districts. We 


found that we had to have more facilities for carrying our wire into the exchanges, as 
*, grew larger. We had to put in underground construction, and of course after put- 
ting the cable through the underground the poles had to come down. The labour of 
taking down those poles and everything in connection with it was charged off—it was 
lest. It was a part of reconstruction and charged to operation and maintenance at 
the end of the year. We aim to charge construction with that which increases our 
revenue. 

Q. That as a general rule increased the earning capacity ?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What would you take off the value of the poles ? What would become of the 
original cost of the poles, would that be written off or would they be used otherwise ? 
—A. Why those would be inventoried at whatever their value was. If they had been 
20-foot poles we could call them 25, if they were in good condition, and the probabili- 
ties are they would be. 

Q. And what would the capital be charged with in a case like that 2—A. It would 
not be charged anything. 

Q. Would it be charged with the actual! cost of the new construction ?—A. No, it 
would not be the whole cost; you would have to make allowance for the difference in 
value. 
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Q. What difference would you allow?—A. That depends upon conditions. Now, 
you are getting into a theory again. I do not care to enter into that. ; 

Q. I just want to find out how you deal with your depreciation, it has been much 
discussed before the Committee?—A. I will repeat what I said this morning about our 
depreciation. After having kept up all our repairs and charged to operation and main- 
tenance, and after having charged up all our reconstruction, operation and maim- 
tenance, believing that thus the properties then were all right and worth all they cost, 
we have still charged off each year the remaining profits, over 8 per cent, which aver- 
aged about three and a third per cent, as a depreciation item—excepting that we carry 
on the kooks $55,000 as a surplus account. But other than that, it has all been charged 
off to depreciation in addition to the reconstruction and repairs. So I think that our 
properties are worth all the books show they have cost, and perhaps a little more. 

Q. Did you ever estimate how much you charge off every year for reconstruction 4 
—A. No, I have never figured out that result and cannot give you the accurate figures. 

Q. So you cannct tell what the depreciation in your telephone plant is year by 
year, I mean what percentage it depreciates year by year?—A. I suppose what you 
mean is I cannot tell what amount we have charged oft for depreciation. 

Q. That is what I mean. You have charged it off in the way of reconstruction, 
I understand largely ?—A. In reconstruction, and in that 34 per cent or whatever it 
is that goes back in at the end of the year, and it will run pretty close to five per cent, 

Q. And does it run to five per cent?—A. Yes. | 

Q. Altogether?—A. Yes, I do not think it will run much over that per cent. 

Q. Including 34 it would only be 5 per cent altogether ?—-A. I suppose’ it would 
run something over that. I do not know whether it would be just that or not. But 
the depreciation could hardly run to five per cent per year. 

Q. You think it would?~A. No, I do not think it would after making the repairs. 

Q. Has your company any connection or is your company interested in the manu- 
facture of automatic telephones at all? Is it a manufacturing company ?—A. Neither 
directly nor indirectly is the company interested in the automatic. There is no stock 
held by any of our people; we are in no way interested in the automatic stock or bonds. 

Q. Has the automatic any stock in your company?—A. The Automatic Company 
has never received anything from our company except cash. We have never issued a 
dellar of stock to the company, and no one connected with the Automatic Company 
owns one dollar’s worth of our stock, and no one of them has ever owned one dollar’s 
worth of stock. 

Q. You spoke of an automatic signal which operates to indicate trouble in con- 
nection with an automatic system, I understand?—A. Yes, sir, I did mention it. 

Q. Do you know as a matter of fact that there is the same system, or a similar 
signal system, in connection with the common battery ?—A. I never happened to see 
one; but there may be one. There is none in Michigan. 

Q. Have you had any considerable experience with other systems, I mnean the 
common battery system or the magneto system?—A. We have sixty odd exchanges 
with the magneto. Those are the smaller ones. , 

Q. Are those the extension magneto? I think that is the term?—_A. The what? 

Q. The transfer, I believe it is?—A. These are ordinary magneto switchboards 
in a number of our exchanges. 

Q. Those are not multiple boards, I mean?—A. There is only one multiple mag- 
neto board in Michigan. That is in Muskegon, one multiple magneto. We have a 
third interest in that company. 

Q. You have no common battery boards, I understand?—A. Our exchange at 
Jackson is the central energy common battery board with 2,700 telephones working 
there. In Marshall we have about 400 central energy telephones. 

Q. You have a very large number of stockholders in proportion to the amount of 
your stock, have you not?—A. I intended to state we have about 1,550 stockholders in 
all, and about nearly $1,900,000 of stock issued. 
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Q. Very largely held in Grand Rapids, I understand?—A. Between 1,200 and 
1,300, I think, live in Grand Rapids. It is a Grand Rapids concern. 

Q. So the company is almost a mutual concern?—A. A Grand Rapids concern. 
It has 1,200 people. It is that much towards it. We have always sold stock to any 
citizens that wanted to purchase, under conditions before stated. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Is there any further evidence you wanted to give, Mr. Ware?—-A. I have here 
a map, that is two years old, of the state of Ohio, showing the Independent toll lines 
that existed at that time. The section of country around Marion has been entirely 
developed since that time and other lines have been run in other portions of the state 
which are not here shown. However, the map gives a very good impression as to the 
development of the state of Ohio, as to the independent telephone development in that 
state. 

Q. Can you leave that map with us, Mr. Ware?—A. Yes. (Map fyled and marked 
Exhibit 180. See after page 1047. 

There are in Ohio at the present time over 200,000 independent telephones 
and about 110,000 Bell telephones. There are in Indiana over 165,000 Inde- 
pendent telephones and about 40,000 Bell telephones. Similar conditions exist in some 
of the other states. Here is a list of the five largest independent companies in Michigan, 
their capitalization, the number of telephones, and the dividends which they have been 
paying during the past years which may interest you. I also submit our company’s 
annual report for the year ending June 30, 1905 :— , 


Exhibit No. 181. 


Company. Main office. Piahen Dividends. Time paid. 
Citizens Tel. Co., Grand Rapids... .22,000 2 percent quarterly 7% yéars, 
Valley Tel. Co., Saginew.. .. .. .. 4,000 2 per cent quarterly 64 years. 
PmienslelyCo. Alma... 5.35 5,000" 4 per’ cent semi-an’l,, 6 years. 

- Citizens Tel. Co., Muskegon.. .. ..1,500 4 per cent semi-an’l, 6 years. 


Adrian Tel: Co,. Adrian.. ..... .. 1,200 4 per cent semi-an’l, 6 years. 


Exhibit No. 182. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE CITIZENS’ TELE- 
PHONE COMPANY, OF GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 380, 1905. 


To the Stockholders of the Citizens’ Telephone Company : 
The ninth full year of operation of your company closed with June 30, and has 
been one of the most satisfactory years in the history of the corporation. The statis- 


tics of growth are embodied in the following table :— 
: July 1, 1904. July 1, 1905. 
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July 1, 1904. July 1, 1905 
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July 1, 1904. July 1, 1905 
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16,338 19,742 


A study of this table discloses that the net growth of the system during the year 
was 3,404 ’phones, which may be compared with 2,357, the net growth of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1904. It will be seen, too, in examining the table of statistics of the 
several exchanges that the number of exchanges has been considerably increased dur- 
ing the year. Allegan, Amble, Bailey, Byron Centre, Dutton, Grant, Harrietta, Har- 
vard, Hopkins Station, Jamestown, Lake Odessa, Marion, Mesick, Morley, Omena, 
Paris, Provemont, Sherman, White Cloud and Wexford having been added during the 
twelve months, and these exchanges represent 883 telephones. A net growth of 3,404 
telephones, on a base of 16,338, will be found on investigation to be almost precisely 
21 per cent, which should be compared with the almost 17 per cent of net increase re- 
ported to you a year ago. A net increase of 4 per cent upon a larger base is certainly 
very gratifying. ; 

Last year you were informed that the net growth of the city exchange during the 
preceding twelve months was 440 telephones; this year, as the table shows you, the net 
growth of the city exchange was 1,028 telephones. This remarkable increase proves 
that the new automatic service is giving satisfaction to its users. This will become 
more apparent to you when it is stated that the net addition to the city exchange dur- 
ing the last six months of the fiscal year was 591 telephones, as compared with the 437 
of net growth in the first six months of the year; and this large growth, it should be 
remembered, is at prices for service which are $6 per annum higher for both business 
and residence *phones than the prices charged by our competitor in Grand Rapids. 
The growth during the month of July just closed has been at nearly the average ratio 


of the entire year, 1905, thus far, which is also most significant because J uly has usu- 


ally been a month of very slow growth. A computation shows that the net increase 
of the city exchange was at the rate of about 18 per cent, and the increase in the bal- 
ance of the system outside Grand Rapids is almost precisely 23 per cent. 

A closer examination of the statistical table will give you a good idea not only of 
the additions to the system in exchanges at new points, but will also present a pleas- 
ing view of the growth of a number of individual exchanges, as to some of which con- 
ditions have been and are quite remarkable. You will note, for example, that at Oadil- 
lac the increase was 225 telephones, and that there are 853 telephones in a community 
which had less than 7,000 population, as reported by the state census last year, so that 
there is a telephone for every eight of the population of that city. This growth has 
occurred in the face of most strenuous efforts to induce your patrons at Cadillac to 
desert your system, or at least to share their patronage with your competitors. The 
size of the Cadillac exchange, when compared with the population, suggests the 
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thought that if the prosperous communities of western Michigan are going to require 
and use telephones for every eight or ten of the population—in several of them the 
figures justify this supposition—one might almost call it a prophecy, then the 20,000 
telephones in the immediate system of the Citizens’ Company will ere long be, suc- 
ceeded by exchanges with larger figures than above given, and preparations accord- 
ingly will have to be made by the company. And these facts show why more money 
has been needed and why sales of stock must continue. 

The growth of your long-distance business during the same time has been even 
greater relatively. The long-distance lines have been increased by purchase and con- 
struction, almost wholly in the latter manner, by about 25 per cent, as there were 
added during the year 2364 miles of poles, 477 miles of copper circuits, and 78 miles 
of iron circuits, so that the long-distance system owned by the Citizens’ Telephone 
Company on July 1 was :— 

One thousand three hundred and fifty-two miles of poles. 

One thousand nine hundred and forty-eight miles of copper circuits. 

One thousand and sixty miles of iron circuits. 

This makes a total of 3,008 miles of long-distance circuits, or 6,016 miles 
of wire used on such lines. You will note that, as in the more recent past, the growth 
in your long-distance system has been very much larger in copper circuits than in 
iron; iron for means of construction in long-distance lines is a thing of the past so 
far as the Citizens’ Telephone Company is concerned; and the copper wire used is 
never smaller than .No. 10 guage. In this increase, facilities for long-distance service 
for your company have been greatly improved. Two new pairs of copper wire between 
this city and Lansing, one of which is a through circuit with no stations using it be- 
tiween this city and Lansing, have been put into commission during the year. This 
through cireuit greatly facilitates the interchange of business between the western 
part of the state and the capital and points east thereof. A new copper line from 
Hastings to Battle Creek has been completed, providing thus a new line to Jackson, 
much improving the service to Battle Creek, Marshall, Jackson, Ann Arbor, Adrian, 
Toledo and Ohio and Indiana points; and a new copper circuit has been built from 
’ Battle Creek to Athens, increasing the facilities for southern Michigan and northern 
Indiana points.. South from Athens the Southern Michigan Telephone Company, in- 
cited by the construction of copper to that point, is preparing to install as much cop- 
per as may be necessary to take care of the through business from your system to 
points in southern Michigan and northern Indiana. New long-distance lines locally 
have been built in southern Barry county, improving the service and reaching stat- 
tions not heretofore served in that region. New lines, have also been built out of 
Cadillac to Boon, Harrietta, Sherman and to Lake City. All of these lines have been 
very busy from the moment service was established over them ‘and have proved very 
popular with the patrons. Still another copper circuit is building from this city north 
to Cadillac, and will relieve the congested condition of long-distance service in that 
region. 
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The tabulation of the statistics as given ia year ago is retained in the report this 
year, and brought down to July 1, 1905, in the same form that was then given :— 
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These figures present compactly very pleasing facts. You will note that the gross 
earnings of the company in the year just closed were $75,048.84 larger than for the 
year 1904, or an increase of almost precisely 22 per cent, which is slightly greater 
than the increase in the number of telephones in service. In this same direction it 


may be stated further that at the close of the fiscal year, 1904, the yearly income from 


the telephones in the city exchange was at the rate of $145,642, while the annual in- 
come of the city exchange from the 6,633 ‘telephones in service on June 30 last, was 
at the nate of $170,000. ‘This is a gain in gross annual revenue in the Grand Rapids 
exchange of $24,378 in the year. This condition and tendency will certainly be ap- 
preciated by every stockholder in the company; for besides the increase in revenue 
the larger service is much more useful to every patron. The revenues of your system 
outside the city are also improved materially, iand the more than 13,000 telephones in 
such exchanges are earning nearly 50 cents per annum each more now than they did 
a year ago. 

A sumation of the dividend payments thus far in the history of the company 
gives the large total of $474,488.70, moneys earned and paid to the stockholders of this 
company, more than 90 per cent of which is disbursed to the residents of Michigan, 
and nearly 70 per cen't of which is paid’to residents of Grand Rapids. 

A tabulation of statistics of the year’s business, like that presented last year, is 
here given :— 


Harnings. 
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The addition to surplus above indicated makes the total of that fund $80,000. 

In considering the growth of the Citizens’ Telephone Company’s system in the 
table above given no account is taken of the fact that the Marshall exchange has 
been bought since your last annual meeting, and because a separate organization is 
maintained for the property under the name of the Citizens’ Telephone Company of 
Marshall, although your company owns all but about 2 per cent of the investment, its sta- 
tistics are not embodied in the figures heretofore given. The Marshall exchange had on 
the 1st of July 412 telephones. One might say then fairly that the net growth of the 
Citizens’ system for the year was 3,816 telephones, instead of 3,404 telephones, which 
would increase the figures of growth and emphasize the increase as compared with 
2,357 reported to you a year ago. ‘Ihe situation at Marshall since your company 
secured that property has steadily improved in the face of the competition of free ser- 
vice, and the exchange is larger and better than when purchased. As it is located 
between the exchanges at Battle Oreek and Jackson, which your company controls, and 
on long-distance lines, which your company owns, the desirability, in fact the neces- 
sity, of the purchase of the Marshall exchange is apparent. 

As heretofore stated in the annual reports, the Citizens’ Telephone Comonte 
owns a controlling interest in the Citizens’ T elephone Company of Jackson. Directors 
of your company are directors of that company, and officers of this company are 
officers and managers of that property. Almost three-fourths of the outstanding stock 
of that company is owned by your company. Its statistics, hence, are of interest to 
you, and are briefly epitomized in this report. The Jackson system includes 2,444 
telephones owned by that company, of which 2,316 are in the Jackson city exchange, 


108 are at Napoleon, 15 at Norvell and 5 at Clark’s Lake. There are connected with - 


the Jackson system and paying rentals to that company, so that they are for practical 
purposes a part of it, although not an element of the property, 191 other telephones, 
of which 148 get service with the Jackson city exchange, 7 at Napoleon and 41 at Nor- 
vell, making a total of 2,635 telephones securing service in the Jackson Citizens’ Com- 
pany’s system. The plant is growing steadily and‘its condition is quite satisfactory 
to the management. 

The Citizens’ ‘Telephone Company of Battle Creek is another of the properties 
which your company controls, having a very large majority of the capital stock out- 
standing, a greater per cent even than of the Jackson company. The preferred stock 
of that company is getting its regular quarterly dividends, and your investment in it 
accounts for part of the revenue denominated ‘ other income’ in the table above given. 
After the automatic service in your exchange in Grand Rapids had proved so satis- 
factory it was decided to install similar service in Battle Creek, and the automatic 
switches were first put in operation just after last Christmas. Previous to that time 
the service given in.that exchange was not all that could be desired, hence the growth 
of the Battle Creek system was not flattering; but the new service is proving exceed- 
ingly satisfactory, the growth is now sure and steady, the service is evidently winning 
its way, and with each month the number of telephones ordered grows larger and 
larger; while there will soon be connected a considerable number of other telephones 
paying rentals like the service just above mentioned as to Jackson. 

Your interest in the Muskegon system remains unchanged in amount. That pro- 
perty has also made substantial growth during the past twelve months, and now in- 
cludes in the Muskegon city exchange, in Coopersville, Ravenna, Conklin, &e., &e., 1,584 
telephones. It is ably managed and prosperous. It is earning good profits and paying 
semi-annual dividends of 4 per cent in cash, and the revenue from your investment 
in that company is another element of ‘ other income’ previously quoted. At the last 
meeting of the board of directors of that company it was found necessary to purchase 
another section of switchboard and to provide more cable to meet the immediate de- 
mands for expansion, and another copper circuit is about completed connecting this 
city with Coopersville, providing improved additional facilities for the large and 
growing business to and from this city. Copper lines have been built north from 
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Muskegon the past year, increasing and improving the service to Oceana county and 
points beyond in direct connection with your system. 

In the immediate system owned by the Citizens’ Telephone Company and the sys- 
tems in which it has a large or controlling interest, there are to-day in excess of 25,- 
000 telephones in service. Surely this is a wonderful growth of an enterprise which 
began in such modest and unpretentious manner but ten years ago, and which has 
provided service but a month more than nine years. The elements of this service out- 
side of your immediate corporation have each and all grown because of its example, 
one might almost say from it. At the time when your company began service, July 
1, 1896, there were in the entire State of Michigan but few more than 13,000 tele- 
phones in operation. A consideration of these figures conduces to a just pride 
in the work accomplished, and more especially when it is rememberd that many points 
now have service which had none then, many other points have exchange service which 
had nothing but long-distance service then, and the character and quality of both ex- 
change and long-distance service have been improved in almost equal ratio with the 
increase in service indicated; and still the demand for service throughout the region 
identified with this movement seems to be growing rather than lessening, and once the 
telephone is established in business or residence service it is not often dismissed. 

Aside from the introduction of the automatic service in Battle Creek, already 
mentioned,- semi-automatic service has been installed at a considerable expense at 
Traverse City and Cadillac, very greatly increasing the capacities of the switchboards 
in these towns, and materially bettering the service. In a considerable degree the in- 
novation of such service is due to the ability and inventive genius of Mr. Edmund 
Land and Mr. C. E. Tarte, of this company, and may be said in a way to mark an 
epoch in the art of telephony in this country. 

Just before your meeting a year ago the purchase of another thousand, the sixth, 
of automatic switches for your Grand Rapids exchange had been made, and that 
thousand switches was received a little after your meeting, was promptly installed, 
and now is substantially all in service. So rapid has been the growth of the Grand 
Rapids exchange that still another thousand, the seventh, of switches has been bought, 
delivered, and the installation is nearly completed. This development and expansion 
of your Grand Rapids exchange is one of the salient facts in the explanation of the 
necessity for the continued selling of the stock of the company, and tells why still 
more money is and will be needed. You should visit the switchboard room and ex- 
amine the visible evidences of this expansion. 

A year ago the total amount of stock outstanding on the 1st of J uly, as above 
stated, was $1,609,280, while the amount outstanding on the Ist of July, last, was 
$1,910,985, a net increase of $301,705 during the year. The sales in J uly have been 
considerable, and there is now but little more than $60,000 treasury stock remaining 
unsold; and with the growth of the system continuing quite as rapid and consider- 
able as at any time in the history of the company, as the facts already stated show, 
it is evident that still another, the seventh increase of the authorized capital stock 
must be made. Your directors have already, after consideration of this subject, de- 
cided to recommend that suitable action be taken without unnecessary delay, and the 
formal steps thereto will be announced soon. 

You will be interested in knowing the number of stockholders and the location 
as at present known. In giving you these figures as to stockholders, the total number 
of persons actually investors in your company is not actually shown, for in cases of 
joint or collective ownership of a certificate of stock, and such cases are numerous 
in your corporation, the holding is considered as representing but one stockholder. 
The total figures of persons immediately interested are undoubtedly more than two 
hundred larger than the statistics present. Of the total of 1,605 stockholders, 1,068 
are residents of this city, 409 are residents of Michigan, outside of Grand Rapids, 
and 128 are residents of thirty-three states and countries other than Michigan. Of 
the stock now outstanding in round figures $1,330,000 is owned by Grand Rapids peo- 
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ple, $420,000 is owned outside of Grand Rapids in Michigan, and $185,000 is owned 
by stockholders outside of this state. It is very evident that the total number of 
stockholders steadily increases and this is an element of great strength and import- 
ance to the company. The number of new stockholders added during the year just 
closed (and in this mention is made in the popular rather than in the statistical sense 
as above explained) is 297. 

In February last the term of your ‘ pooling agreement’ expired. It was deemed 
best by your board of directors to secure an extension of the agreement for the second 
and further term of five years. Such signatures have been secured and a very large 
majority of the stock is already again formally included in the pool, while more sig- 
natures both of old stockholders and of all who buy stock are being received from day 
to day. 

The total of Grand Rapids’ connections in your long-distance service in the fiscal 
year of 1904 was 328,168. This year the total is 354,415, an increase of 26,247 mes- 
sages. The month of June last, the closing month of your fiscal year, was much the 
largest in the history of the company in this particular. The total of Grand Rapids 
connections having been 34,637. The largest preceding month was 30,724. It will be 
seen that the month of June averaged over 1,150 conversations per day, Sundays and 
all, between people in this city and people out of Grand Rapids, over your long-dis- 
tance system. 

The general conditions of the Independent Telephone movement in the State of 
Michigan continue quite as satisfactory on the whole as when you met a year ago. 
Nearly all the companies report a considerable growth of business and expansion of 
service, and they are earning and the larger companies are paying dividends; except. 
two or three relatively unimportant exchanges, all have remained independent, so that 
the opportunities for business of your company throughout the state have increased 
and are increasing, and prospects are encouraging. ‘This is particularly true as to 
long-distance service to and from Detroit, where arrangements have but recently been 
perfected for the installation of several more copper circuits connecting with your 
system and other independent interests in Michigan, work upon which is now in pro- 
eTess. 

As to conditions outside of the state, at the annual meeting of the National As- 
sociation, held in Chicago in June, it was reported that the movement has’ made 
greater progress and has been more generally prosperous the past year than ever be- 
fore. ‘I‘his induces greater confidence on the part of officers and managers of inde- 
pendent companies, and they are securing larger and still larger percentages of the 
business, so that in several states the independent service is already much the larger 
telephone service. Indiana, as an example, our nearest neighbour, has more than 
160,000 independent telephones as compared with less than 50,000 in the other system, 
ond in Ohio the independent companies have double the telephones that their compe- 
titor has. 

The zeal and energy of the employees of your company, like the company itseif, 
increase with the growing demands upon them. They seem endowed with the energy 
and progress which characterize the independent telephone movement, and strive 
faithfully to make the service rendered by your company as nearly perfect as possible. 


EK. B. FISHER, 
Secretary. 
Granp Rapips, August 1, 1905. 


The CHAIRMAN.—That is very good information. 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


(). Can you tell the Committee the source of yout information as to the number 
of Bell telephones and the number of Independent telephones in the different states?— — 


Mr. J, B. WARE. 
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A. In Indiana the source is the annual reports which are filed with the state by the 
telephone companies. 

Q. Have you got access to these reports?—A. Those were made up by the Hon. 
S. P. Sheerin, of Indianapolis, and announced as the official statement of the Indiana 
telephone stations, and I have accepted his figures as correct, which I understand have 
never been disputed. — , 

Mr. W. S. Attan—The Bell figures are wrong ?—A. Less than 40,000 in Indiana? 
How many are there? 


By Mr. Macfarlane: 


Q. You say that is a state report as far as the independent companies are con- 


cerned? Is that correct?—A. Yes, sir; the Bell also makes a report there. 


Q. And can you swear as a matter of fact that the number of telephones you have 


just given are taken from the official state report to which you had access or of which 


you have seen a copy?—A. No, sir; I have not seen an oficial report. Those figures 
have been published in the electrical journals over Mr. Sheerin’s signature, and I 
thought them correct. My memory may be wrong as to the Bell Company’s, but I 
think it is right. How many do you claim there not for record, but for information ? 
I will accept the number suggested, 50,000 for Indiana Bell. ; ; 

'Q. Have you got a copy of the electrical journal or any official statement that 
you show?—A. I will send to the Committee a statement issued by the Indianapolis 
company containing that information, and if the accuracy of these figures is ques- 
tioned I will procure officially a statement from the proper state officials as to the 
number of telephones there. I hope the figures are correct, but if they are in error, I 
will be very glad to correct them, because I do not want to make any mis-statement. 

Q. I just wanted to be sure?—A. The figures in regard to Michigan are official 
figures. I took from the record at Lansing, 66,342. "Those are the figures of the Bell 
company and the number of telephones on January 1, 1905, and the figures for the 
other states are figures which are supposed to be correct by the people who have col- 
lected them, and which I have believed to be correct. I wi!l L«reafter use any figures 
which the Bell Company will furnish as to the number of telephones they have in any 
one of these.states. We have always been glad: to accept them, if you know them and 
are willing to tell me. It is difficult to ottain the figures as to Bell telephones in 
service. 

Q. I know nothing about !t. 


Witness was then discharged. 


And the Committee then adjourned. 


Mr. J. B. WARE. 
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COMINOTITIC ULI tee ee kala ces! nico as, Thiet’ site vse, Senter: Yaitedlnagibe chee ee, ed an ae 758 


‘District Five Telephone Company, N.S., ae pent of Nova Scotia Tele- 
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elle emer tn as oh bye ia pe ae Poe Se eign ee F.) 
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Citizens’ Telephone Co., Grand Rapids, Mich...... .... ........Ware 1002 
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Doan, Dr. W., Harrietsville Telephone Ass’n., Harrietsville, Ont.: 


Automatic system not suitable for rural lines...... . 322 
Bell Co. desired connection, but on terms yacht reticle service over 

other lines.. So Cae Ce Age ELTON bl Mea ai eG BLN tee 318 
Bell Co., action ee in edie ied pans RRM BAY 2. LS 1 348 
Bell Co. opened toll station at Dorchester. . a pet. th. Se 317 
Bell Co., proposals by the. . MMR Tees © bara bck lash ed) Beohiw 316, 317 
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Bell Co. lines, there would be no ed in ntershenes ae BIS As 321 
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atictory, of eyetems early...) Me iiseieee God ee PARP aS Se os: 312 
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Railway premises, C.P.R., at Harrietsville, iclSpH oho placed in. 312, 313, 319 
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Hiateetcunrecd cn a Ae 1 ah oh, aa SY Moc Rica cates meee 315 
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Telephones used are long distance type... : ener vaNty B24 
Lélephones used.are. better than “Bell? oii pos cie eee Gan ueamee aoa ont 
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Mileatet Wine Oi) cen pee ee 4 ry LUE UT SRS Ge Tae een 528 
Operating for one and a Walt s years... .. .. ee 531 
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Hinances of Port Arthur, statement by foe TG vd ase Bie nat an eee 87 
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Reduction of rates by Bell Co.. Schima de 79 
Result of municipalization, entinted ie “2, 99 
Scott, W. C., of Bell Co., in pe change at Fort Poatlinnae and Port 
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Bell Co. ae no agreement with Montreal. . ; 817 
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patent infringement. . hie beds A ah ee PE EA ED roe tne ree 
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North American Telegraph Co., was agent for, 1893 to 1901. aati 

North American Telegraph Co., relinquished agency of becuaee) ei SLAW 
ment of Sprague system. . 

North American Telegraph System panei athe ‘Bell’ 5 Ee a Picts 
CEU SS gate ace, Sie PU EM CT A rc 

North American oleecanh fe Mad Bot, et lid demands, sy Re es- 
eso DeGaiice fran MEP Oe Ll te. Fe. : 

North American nleerath “ohn ave not anise business with. . 

North American Telegraph hie objected to initiation of company. 

North American Telegraph Co., operate pay stations only in die iets 

North American Telegraph Gat operates in same territory. . 

Poies to the miles, 35. Ec et ne NORE Ean nn 

Promoter and Enginoer, tite AMR Sean 4 Nat 

Rates $10 a year. LS Aaa ah 

_ Rates of ‘ Bell’ Sa N nett Do ategaerk? companies.. ...... 

Rural districts make extensive demand for telephones... 

Subscribers increasing...... ist eyes 

Switching stations, ace ihren ere mena |0 

Telephone business, connected with since 5 1888. ; 

Telephones, have never bought.in Canada...... ...... 2.20, co 

Telephones number 180. SS), SE a a ra SEB 

Telephones on a line, Peli OL ei ty oe. Nb ie GO ER Cen 
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Peloponnese Per iimre aiinmiernot antes. fe kk sls ka. whe eared 

Territory covered, Prince Edward Obani eae Hak 
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Wire used, No. 12 iron grounded circuit.... 
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Cost of construction, $130 to $140. per eno 
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Depreciation not provided for. . 
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Farmers will not pay what tee Hoss. 

Financial statement for 1904. . 
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Long-distance lines, 600 in tedic wire Bua 200 Piecatal Raeite ny, 
Line distance was 18 miles before charter obtained. . 
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GCo:csagreementifots.... 544 esw das Se ie eee ee ATT 
Exchange of business with U. 8. telephone companies, agreement with 
Central New York Telephone & Telegraph Co. is the usual form for. 477 
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Exchange of business with William Gillies, agreement for .......... 475-477 
Exchange of service, compulsory, with a competitor a great har calien on: 682 
Exchange premises, company must own to insure permanent location. yee 561 
Exchanges 1880 to 1904, statement of.. .. . Peli. 562 
Exchanges, Agencies and Stations 1881 to 1904, srarement oon sees 665 
Exchanges and number of telephones, list of .. .. .. .. 2... 0... s. 666-674 
Exchanges, company had 475, Dec. 31, 1904. . Prat cy At, ee 562 
Exchanges, statement showing number and size Sof Bined een: i: 675 
Exchanges, number of.. .. eels wp artemis banat aoe AEmd are IE 692 
Exchanges purchased in 1882 or 840, 000. Rea Aen et EL Sian TE gs 467 
Exchanges, statement showing number and BSETCL CEI ae i eg ed etn 8 666 
Expenditure on plant, method of charging to capital or revenue........ 566, 567 
Expenditure which increases earning power charged to Daae account. 548 
Farmers rates on Niagara peninsular.. ..... ROR hae 497 
Farmers service, Company could give, for Hoag $90 | per annum... .. .. 695 
Federal Telephone Co., Montreal, $98, ee cevock Meld Maire wee ck: see 549 
Federal Telephone Co., fon trean do no exchange ones POM ke a sees 549 
Financial results of nae distance working, cannot show ee ... 494, 496 
Financial statement of Calgary ens Nhs eee he ce hire a ee A492 
Financial statement of Lethbridge exchange.. .. ..°.. .. 1... we en 493 
Financial “statement of London, Ont., exchange... .. .. .. .60.. 05. 45 491 
Hinaneialstatement.o1-ot.-Jouns, P.O exchange..°..-.- 1... f.4..07. 492 
Prisca statement or" | oroito exchanges «(2 ek ed oe ee 490 
financial! statement, of Windsor, Ont. exchange.) ....,. 0... 0 491 
einer! statement: of Winnipes exchange... ee ea oa. 491 
Financial statement of Winona, Ont., exchange... .. . cents, 493 
Financial statement for exchanges eeleciad by Paniaitios vetuetede 564 
Financial statements of separate exchanges discussed. . a bi mia 564 
Financial statements of individual exchanges, Rerianntory ae 7é... 488-489 
Firms, list of supplying goods to company for past five years.. .. .. .. 481-482 
Fort aWalliard Municipal system, present Manager of formerly Compares 

local Manager... .. . 631 
Fort William Municipal ester ‘hey meal ee Gea! Madaeey S Geen aie 

inefficiency .. .. Heck gis vee OOU-Obe 
Gillies, William, sarcoment a Sears use a Bell Suerrementst Phan set 626 
Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., stock allotted for ue by Cuandian 

Telephone Co. to.. .... aN Oe Parts ba Pare 532 
Great Britain, telephone service in erent in fies Ww rite Oba er Yd Ogi at th 611 
Hamilton, limited service rates in .. .. RET et OL GRE Get 
Hamilton, provisions of franchise parcenent matt City eer RADNTS Hes. 4 660 
Hotels, agreements with certain called for by Committee... .. .. oes 487 
Hotels, form of agreement for private branch telephone exchange service. 484-486 
Incorporated by Act of Parliament in 1880....... var Pabee Oany 119 ii his: 
Instruments, list of transferred by Canadian rialepneres aoe ri Saas Mi ee 464 
Insurance rates on Company’s properties... .. 1. 2. ee ed oe ee ee ee oe 560 
Insurance reserve, $200,000 .. .. .... yt ey ba rie eee at ae Oe 558 
Insurance reserve, 1886 to 1904, Bhatomoth ate ARTs eg 559 
Insurance reserve, explanations regarding .. .. .. 559 
Intereolonial Ry. oad Montreal Telegraph Coe ee es batmes eae een 601 
Invested in business, statement showing erate ae Pies: ioe. a te tee ae 
Investment in Company’s business, $10,558,686.79 De NS SC ad ee 591 
Kellogg Company were never asked for tenders.. .. 2... 0. 0. ee ee ae 556 
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Legislation, trend of in the Northwest prevents sale of stock... .... ; 556 
License and royalty agreement with Canadian Telephone Co.. .. . 458-462 
Lines being converted to metallic circuits as nce as possible. . 603 
London, Ont., $5,000 stock paid for exchange at. 7: 533 
Long distance lines, material used construction in Canada at ahreeee 611-612 
Long distance line from Montreal to Toronto, is one. oF oe ae ee OOE-G1S 
Long distance lines, points where connect with U.S. companies .. . 496 
Long distance lines, working capacity of, five messages per hour...... .. 609 
Long distance mileage, 32,218 miles. . mesg § 563 
Long distance mileage, 1883 to 1904. : 563 
Long distance operating expenses 17 10 1 per a vie revenue. i 612 
Long distance rates in Foreign countries and in Canada chien “611, 612, 614 
Long distance revenue as shown in balance sheets not accurate. 494 
Long distance service in Great Britain, deposit from soba using. . 611 
Long distance service in Great Britain, method of operating. . . 610-611 
Long distance service, revenue and Beendicnte of . ee ae 612 
Long distance traffic does not warrant increasing huts eo ess te, 613 

Long distance users in Great Britain pay one-fourth of charge if party 
wanted is not obtained. . : Mere nay! 611 
Map of Fruit-growers’ lines on beh inoaen eecae fisds « 495 
Map showing where long distance lines cross U.S. border, filed ie 495 
“Maps of long distance lines filed. . 495 
Montreal, number of telephones in.... . a 603 
Municipalities, copies of agreements with, aaeei res = “Ohaay man. RS 605 
Municipalities, agreements with discussed. . : . 605-606 
Municipalities, list of exclusive contracts with. . 660 

Neepawa, would not like to say definitely that Company would: give con- 
nection with long distance system. . : 2in 80 A eee 625 
Neepawa, conditions at discussed. . : 623 
Neepawa system, no objection to cre vontaeree aR Zs suaneie dized 624 
New Brunswick Telephone Co., $79,950 stock held in. ; ioe 549 
New Brunswick Telephone Co., has exclusive rights frat Leaiala tee 601 
New Brunswick Telephone Co. not an associate company.. .. . 678 
North American Telegraph Co., $200,000 present total steel issue a 550 
North American Telegraph Co., $200,000 stock held in.... .. . 549-550-551 
North American Telegraph Co., Directo are. those of Bell Co.. .. .. .. 550,555 
North American Telegraph Co. applied to increase capital last Session 555 
North American Telegraph Co., owns the .. .. ee 688 
North American Telegraph Co., proposed sale of Bell Hace ie . 550, 555 

North American Telegraph Co., purchase all its instruments feat com- 
pany at 5 per cent advance oy handling. . ehaey, 

North American Telegraph Co., lines of, radiate ati ae inpsioh aad 
Port Hopens.. be the 550 
North American elseeah oes ee ts, shee noe of Pee Fe A 627 
North American Telegraph Co. to be transferred to Winnipeg... .. ..550, 555, 688 
North American Telegraph Co., witness is president of.. . 550, 555 
North American Telegraph Co.’s capital increased to $10,000, 000. 550 
Northwest, principal exchanges in the.. .. 551 
Northern Electric and Mfg. Co., $279,000, aie halen 1, 2s oe bG1, BF 
Northern Electric and Mfg. Co., $300,000 total stock issued of) wie 552 
Northern Electric and Mfg. Co., all telephones purchased from. . 551 
Northern Electric and Mfg. Go: are a manufacturing concern ahaa 551 
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Northern Electric and Mfg. Co., company has taken a little less than one 
half the out-put of.. BBS 
Northern Electric and Mfe. do. Bell Go: Hold “all yale in, eneae Fieartoae 
shares... .. 552 
Northern Pectin eae Mee Cos: Serer fr fread ie rapline ic ie Sgr past 
five years.. ... 483 
Northern Binchria a Mfg. Go: ae a no Hee iene aie sok io ae K, ‘om. 552 
Northern Electric and Mfg. Co. organized in 1891 to manufacture fab 
general electric purposes.. .. . BREET EERE 254 SCAM 552 
Nova Scotia Telephone Co., $69, 750 re held j Pe Ae Be ershc PR cet 549 
Officers of Bell Co., list of principal. . : ; : 507 
Ontario Connoledated Municipal Act eae ce municipalities ia Seat 
exclusive franchises for five years..... Sy Se oSAaAaares 601 
Operating and maintenance 1895 to 1904, ae wae Smee tere aan 5AT 
Operating long distance and local service, cost of, a ei acateds| rs,” 612 
Ottawa plant renewed five times in 25 years................ 600 
Reread 1 fet F004 aries Gh ee ae "541-549-543 
Patent account, amount written off. . EGET AN. DRE AI Rik 8s eke 663 
Patent account is now about $70, 000.. artic 34. bo. a6 490 
Patent Rights and instruments acquired from Denadian Taleplana oe 
for $354,188.89... ..... Lg aa RS 466 
Patents acquired om Canadian elenlnne Go: in 1880, fee for.. ABS 
Patents. acquired in 1880 voided by Commissioner of Patents... ...... 629 
Patents, amounts paid in purchase of.. .. . JMS ie aD 
Patents, less than $50,000 paid for, between 1897 ond 1904. . ce eee A467 
Patents, statement that $1,928,000 was paid for, denied. . Raye See 457 
Patents, no contracts are in existence for use of.. ..... Seat 478 
Patent rights, Canadian, agreement for sale by United aParins pa he 
of, to Canadian Telephone Co., and operating rights to Bell Co.. .. 469-472. 
Pay stations, establishment of and service from, not pie Bee ig tel to 683 
Plant account 1880 to 1904.. reas bie ee, oa ee oe D40-O44-545 
Plant and Patent accounts a eaicls: 1898 a 1904. . RRs Ba Let De eh ka 545 
Plants in Walkerton and Montreal, comparison of. . 602 
Plants of operating companies in Canada acquired Fae #1805 500 j in ocean 466 
Port Arthur and Fort William, conditions at, discussed. . wea 630 
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Press, arrangements with. . 679 
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supplies to.. .... 554 
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Privy Council, judgment of, in regard use of streets Wace Act et 1880... 404 
Properties acquired in 1880.. .. .. , 453 
Purchase ‘ Bell’ instruments, eanannat a? aipees aha companies were 
not compelled to, does not apply to the smaller companies........ 626 
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Purchase of material from one company or firm, exclusive, have no con- 
TACs: fOr ae eee . 474, 551 
Purchase of supplies out series by 8 A oatienis avahinetas rapiiteels Hits 
no agreements compelling... .. .. oon 24807 626 
Purchasing agent buys where ever he can to ‘ae best advatrtageue Py Riay: 554 
Railway companies, exclusive arrangements with, advantages to public of. 621 


Railway companies, exclusive arrangements with, advantages explained. 620, 261 
Railway premises at Locust Hill, company has no correspondence re ex- 


clusion of telephone from.. .. .. 507 
Railway premises at Locust Hill, hace no ey ‘enowisdee reganing 
refusal to allow telephone in.. .. . 619-620 
Railway premises at Port Arthur ont Fort. alist) amen hast! no cor- 
respondence re exclusion of telephones from.. .. .. 501 
Railway premises at Waterville, P.Q., company has no sarieaiornees 
re exclusion of telephone from. . yes LOE PE CR ee 507 
Railway premises, exclusion of elethenee ant dischasca Eps . 676-677 
Railway premises, is not aware of any eoplicaion to the eaaay Goats 
missioners to force company to allow access to. ‘ 695 
Railway premises, making of contracts for exclusion of feloshone int 
is now illegal. . a Petetsna's,.d) ata.e a (Ne ae einen Rae as 687 
Railway premises, eee x pede Gompeune telephones enor ay ris 
advantage of SOE a railway and public...... OD. Je 620 
Railways use company’s conduits for telegraph systems. . fod OSPR ae: 621 
Rate, additional for long distance instruments discussed. . ; ioe es OTE 
‘Rates,’ applies to local and long distance charges in Act oe 1902. a 403 
Rates, endeavour to make as uniform as possible. . SARS I ee aS 678 
Rates based upon the number of subscribers not on ponnlanane via Cag SOS Gal 
Rates, statement showing the average charged in various municipalities 
requested by chairman.. .. 2) st 1, 6042606, GOR 
Rates fixed by agreement with cette tee in a fe Cases a 601 
Rates for local service at Montreal, P.Q...... ...... Ra WES ae 500 
Rates for local service at Ottawa, Ont.. [REGS CO Pa OE 499 
Rates for local service at eAles ae Oats ee men RAN aA rs 498 
Rates for local service, papers filed sHosiue typenbe es hae as 497 - 
Rates for long distance service between points under 50 ies . .. ..607-608-609 
Rates for long distance service discussed.. ...... Ne . .607-608-609 
Rates for long distance service in Garada pan Ne, redtiadatt pon 612 
Rates for long distance service one-half cent per mile of aces ce 608 
Rates for private exchanges and auxiliary apparatus.... ... a 5O1 
Rates for private exchanges and auxiliary aparatus, aeataaee Sedu o: 497 
Rates, long distance, from Montreal, statement filed showing. . gt) 496 
Rates, long distance, from Toronto, statement filed SHOWENIP has Coe ee 497 
Rates have been increased; there has been a change in the service, as a 
rule where. . Pers i rh ate Haw owe le a ee fecal NR Ge ee 603 
Rates, in Berlin ne St. Weterined eta meme eye Soy 681 
Rates, local exchange, in cities, towns and villages, siemens oie cht. 2087-658 
Rates in Hamilton and Ottawa compared. . So is ale eae Be Piaget: 681 
Rates in Montreal discussed. . Va eash. PUD ia. Se 602 
Rates in Montreal have been a as a rule NG Sek Ree ee ~ 2° 608 
* Rates in Walkerton compared with those of Montreal. . Sag SAS 602 


Rates may be increased or diminished by order of Geyer in ‘sCutseat 
Act of 1902 provides that. . a! Sasa 's ie iW stete a tatiana eae eae 403 
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Rates may be enquired into by commission on application of company 
or municipality. . 403 
Rates, increase of Babiect to Gavenige: in A ountal ae ‘Act ne 1892. 402 
Rates, no application has been made for revision of since 1902. 403 
Rates reduced, has been no application to Governor in Council to oe ; 687 
Real estate, amount invested in, $1,284,930.89. ae 560 
Reai estate practically all ey in the ee of the? ERE 591 
Real estate valued at actual cost. 590 
Pegaso Clare: LO, TEVENUG 2 es ea Fe ee ale cee baw ME. Selene 546 
Reconstruction, method of charging cost of.. ....... . .597-598-599 
Rentals, explanation re unearned..-.. .. .. 4. 2. se es .. BBT-558 
Report and balance sheet, 1880 .... . .. 404-406 
Report and balance sheet, 1881. . .. 406-408 
rowel a laNCe iNet e OO de cris sre vee e) es sete nies Ballet cee ele es 408-408 
Peporrmna valance sheet slGGa ss oN sa Ve ee ek wee ee oe ee MOOT 
eporusond. balance Snect, 1GStug ye he ke es .. 411-418 
Report and balance sheet, 1885 ........... .. 418-415 
Report and balance sheet, 1886..... .. 415-417 
ere ea > alniiee: Gh cet OS (ere a falar chee cl or ches cere) a ns ole! ove ... os 417-419 
Pee porueande a ancer sheer, 1666 .nceus ies cone oe oe ne od 1a Sel ay BLOAT 
ReeDOroeand, Dalance GhoctmeGOU Eales coats las Seek G8 Fale eeledtae ee aD LADS 
Report and balance sheet, 1890........ REO RSME sheets oe 0 Soa Le 
Pe OOLIIAnG* Dal AuCONCHOOLe LOUR nt fle ccs alee +o ew eis eee ele» AaOneaO 
er her al balance cect LOOM se sah ooh es cata wie! oe is AZO-4ARE 
MepOrimand Nalancersicet mold oc ston ecto os ees ys ele ee hut alee tl 1% 402-488 
ieporuiand balatice sheet, 1894... 4,0 wi ee Ve we . 484-486 
Heeport: and. balance sheet, 1895. ....5. 6.645 0. We. .. 437-439 
Report and balance sheet, 1896.. .. .. 439-441 
Prepon ana eialatee pncel,. (Ota. chert Geel tp ahh oie wool le hele a she 0 AAL-44Q 
Mepore ANGLpalanGe ENecet, 1000. were ee eiels cee! vin lon e's ee Oe we! ace vASG-448 
emOnineds Valence: SUCC LI SO 0a ocomettae wre ere sles cles wes wena et, SEAMED 
repo racenelancermiect) 1900.5. ogee sixes oh eee bee ee tl SAO AT 
mein mc alas COrRNCet ellen are ate GEE arnt ote ew ee ee ee ale .. 447-449 
Report and balance sheet, 1902....... .. 449-450 
Report and balance sheet, 1903... .. 451-452 
Report and balance sheet, 1904 . . 452-454 
Revenue from all sources 1880 to 1904, reas. 55g 
Revenue from paying subscribers $30 per Mie ahonee. 4 662 
Richelieu and Ontario Nav. Co., agreement with, expired and nol See 488 
Roaf, Mr., letter from, re patents and value of Bell ES ee . .. 629-630 
Royalties mot paid since 1882. We ae hss os et - 5 ; AB, 47 4, 534 
Royalties paid amount to $33, 135. 69. E » ATA, 535 

Royalties to Canadian Telephone Co., $4 per annum on aah recelver 
or transmitter. ; 534 

Rural districts, bencesctiod sat ican dee in Taoet ee given ie 
ence over provision of service in. 622 

Rural systems, expenditure on local in ee A produces Gees meinen 
than that on. i : 622 
Sale of 10,433 eaene ey oration ela iire Cn. ppt, one 464 

Sale of supplies to telegraph and telephone cos., neither Ce Electric 
Co., nor Wire & Cable Co., have SES contracts for ..... i 
62 
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Shedden Co. have no exclusive agreement with, or any other cartage co.. 488 
Sherbrooke Telephone Assoc., stock held in, $1,450. . 553 
Stock account, statement of, Diet BL 1004 ue AGE X 556 
Stock account with the American Bell Oo., 1880- 1889. en 472 
Stock account with American Telegraph & Telephone ee 1887 ‘s 1904. 473 
Stock held in other companies, $927,056.50. oc. Cid PASC Gs Bae 549 
Stock held in other companies, list of. . i: 483 
Stock issued in every case for cash See last oy issues ca $195... AGT, 472, 473 
Stock premiums, 1886 to 1904, statement of. : E 557 
Subseribers’ current lease Sane . 480-481 
Subscribers not forced to take ecrarety service at Peed ates 604 
Switchboard at Montreal, value of.. : 664 
Switchboards purchased Canta Tue Rites in Pi pekacias bith North- 
ern Electric Co.. 5 . 554 
Telegraph, earning. capacity af See ain that *: tis telephone. 613 
Telephone sets Dec. 31, 1904, Heel of, 66,160. . 562 
Telephone sets earning rental 1880 to 1904, sieiene ae : 562 
Telephones are purchased_from the Northern Electric Co. by dealew y 
sell to the public. . : » ais spe ace Ue Se ope N neh Slee ee ena 629 
Telephones not earning rentals. i: 562 
Underground conduit eicacian provision fer Spans 665 
Underground construction, description of.. ee 664 
Underground construction, statement requested pits how expendi 
ture on, has been charged. . jisibje Glo Shee aL: siRRS tees etbehtet 2 en ee On) 
Unearned rental reserve. 557 
Vice-President and Manasines Disaton oF Hal the Bell ee Gave 
Telephone Cos., witness was........ it eat x ate cesta tote ee 469 
Wages paid to employees, maximum and minimum. 501 
Walkerton, number of telephones in. 602 
Western Union Telegraph Oo. paid $10, 000 Geode a iccolaneeal in ahs 
John, N.B., and Halifax, N.S.. 533 
Western aan Telegraph Co., shanks allotted Mie patents by anata 
Telephone Co. to.. .. .. iii) Bait, Bere 532 
Windsor, Ont., xan at, g9. 500 Bice en fae 533 
Wire aad Cable Co., stock held in, $260,000. 552 
Wire and Cable Co., Bell Co. hold 58 or 60 ee cent ob abate in. 553 
Wire and Cable Co. Bell Co. takes about one-half of output aie 553 
Wire and Cable Co., directors of. . 2 ay 553 
_ Wire and Cable Co., purchases a site nee ae Ses 483 
Wire and Cable Co., organized 6 or 7 years ago.. .. 553 
Wire and Cable Gas Bell Co. under no obiivdian to boy ioe 553 
Wire and Cable Co., witness is President of . Meee 553 
Wire used for long distance lines in Canada pag Seen a of 611 
Skinner, Charles, Peoples Telephone Co., Sherbrooke, P.Q.: 
Automatic system, is not in favour of .. ........ A 165 
Bell Co.do netcommenk with J<° eS. ee ae 8 164, 169 
Campaign with City of Sherbrooke.. .. .. 164 
Capital stock and amount of investment. . 161 
Capital stock held by jocal meén.¥ >... PT oer ee 168 
Circuits, lines are iron pees and rhaiedtin.s se! etna Ree eee 166 
City Council in favour of local company .. ............ 164 
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Stark T. L, & P. System in Toronto Junction, investigated and approved by 
Committee.of Retail Merchants Ass’n.; ..) 2. .: Teg. 0, (3) Prowse 956, 957 
Stark T. L. & P. System, Toronto Junction as good as Bell and quicker. Moyer 969, 970 
Stark T. L. & P. System, offer to Brantford, Ont. edly & padres 130 
Stark T. L. & P. Systems, second tender of, to City of Toronto... . Urquhart ‘707-724 


Stark, Alexander, Toronto, Ont.: 
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Automatic system, ‘ Strowger,? cost of..'.. ........... MOAN dames 243 
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Long distance connections, ‘Stark’ system has no.. .. .. a0 an there ead 
Rates ‘charged’ by “Stark?:Company,. 1. PRES Ser 249 
Ruralslinés.scost:of buildine.y ee ee. eee fe she'ueity te Rriaheuls ae eee eee 
‘Stark’ Company, reasons for establishing: .- 8". burt aaa 948 
Switching, staff required for manual... ............ .. Sse eint tree 244 
Lari pen telephone*apparatuss < ¢..7 210. eee eee ee ie Ae oe 247 
Telephones installed and capacity of plant.. ........... » igtintin ate 242 
Toronto Junction, Ont., is installing competitive telephone system in.. 249 
Statistics: 
Bell and Independent Telephones in Michigan, number of.. .. ..Ware 1030 
Bell and Lorimer subscribers in Peterborough, Ont., number of.. . .Neill Bs 
Bell Co., number of instruments earning rentals... .0) ae oa eee 562 
Bell Co., number of telephones and exchanges operated by.. .. ....Sise 666-674 
Bell telephones in Fort William, number of........... ehhh Spe RE 98 
Belleville, Ont., number of Bell telephones. in) <2: 1évdencioctiene Mecca es 642 
Brantford, Ont., Bell telephones in.. .......... .. «wes ts re we 132 
Brighton, Ont., number of Bell and Independent telephones in.. ..Wade 342 
Brighton, Ont., Wade system has no telephones in.. .. . ..Wade 340 


Canadian Tel. Co., number of telephones operated by. .Oughtred 328, 332, 334, 338 
Can. Tel. Co., No. of Bell telephones in territory operated by. .Oughtred 835 
Citizens Co., Grand Rapids, number of telephones operated by... .Ware 1019 


Conn Telephone Co., number of telephones operated by.. ..... . Begley 290 
Eastern Telephone Co., number of telephones operated by.. .. .. ..Crow 646, 649 
Fort William and Port Arthur, municipal telephones in.. .. .. ..Dyke7 1, 72, 98 
Glasgow, number of telephones in.. .. .. .. .. .. «.-Webb 846, 916;Willock 275 
Grand Rapids, number of telephones before competition and now. .Ware 999, 1000 
Grand Rapids, Mich., number of Citizens telephones in.. .. .. ..Ware 999 
Grand Rapids, Mich., statement showing growth of Citizens Co.. ..Ware 10038 
Harrietsville Telephone Assn., number of telephones operated by. .Doan 315 
Hastings, Mich, number of Citizens and Bell telephones in.. ..Ware 1010, 1012 
Independent Telephone Companies in U.S., statistics of.. .. ... -Dagger 29,29 
Independent Telephones in Ohio, Michigan and Indiana.. ..... . Dagger 10 
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Kamouraska Telephone Co., number of telephones operated by. . Frenette 6338, 637 
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Lowell, Mich., number of Citizen and Bell telephones in.. .. ..Ware 1012, 1017 
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Middleville, Mich., number of Citizen and Farmers telephones in..Ware 1012 


Mileage of lines operated by Markham & Pickering Telephone Oo. . Hoover 53 
Mileage of toll lines Peoples Telephone Co.,.Sherbrooke.. .. ..Skinner 159 
Mileage of wire Fort William municipal aa eaage wide nd eh Spa gl tete abe LO eR toe 
Mileage of wire Port Arthur municipal system.. .. . hs alee 112 
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Nova Scotia, number of ions ca eee eee as eR LYLOUE 345 
* Nova Sores Telephone Co., noepliones operated by. Late  Waneld 349 
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Popmintion of Giustow, ocotland......... .... .. .. .. ..Willock 285 
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Population of territory served by adden | Pulephones Co. brent 638 
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in 1901 and 1904.. oars Chelde sich ere eC ar lane 808 
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pefapitants. .. i eee a Mel arlane 838 
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Telephones in Canada... .. ed ee es eo Parner 8 
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Toronto Junction, Bell telephones in.. .. Pe tee ok AREA 246 
Toronto Junction, contracts signed oe Stark Pleanenes fies worst 246 
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Woodstock, N.B., No. subscribers with dual telephones... ....Thompson 514, 525 
Woodstock, N.B., No. of telephones of New Brunswick Tel. Co. in. . Ross 373 
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wuichsd.o00.live:in Grandetapiis.. fn Gian aes an .. Ware 1039 
Stockton, Dr. A. A., M.P., St. John, N.B.: 
Construction in St. John very expensive owing to rock foundation.... 525 
Director and legal adviser of New Brunswick Telephone Co.. ...... 525 
New Brunswick Telephone Co., started as an independent system _ be- 
cause Bell service was not good or up to date.. : 526 
People in St. John satisfied with service, but would like ower een 525 
St. John, new system installed 3 or 4 years ago in. 525 
Tariff.—Duty on telephones a disability.... .. .........+ «+ «Hoover 55 
Taxation of rural telephone lines in Ontario excessive... ........ ..Doan 343 


Telegraph and Telephone line, comparative earnings. ..Sise, 618; Thompson 513, 522 


Telegraph Companies have same rights on streets as Bell Co... .. .. ..Rust 
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Development of telephones due to the advent of Re eoenies in 
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Farmers line development:in 10 years almost 100 per cent... ....---- 985 
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Farmers requirements would be met by talking conditions up to 200 miles 980 
Farmers service, $15 per annum a good rate for.... . ; 980 
Farmers systems should be metallic circuit with a ine ne oe ebonones 

on each line.. .. .. 980 
Farmers telephone 10 eee ago was an Pikaows Aas Fereieneeat 

this business due to the independent movement .. .. 985 
Farmers telephones are a benefit both from the prandinoin’ oe ae a aries 

and the company .. . wei ee EA ae ees ae 996 
Farmers telephone, Aid for hack is fill. . aoe 988 
Farmers telephone service with Blake transmitter Ganted to 200 pa 989 
Government control of long distance lines would not repress initiative or 

retard development, as line construction is nearly TELE Go ware ates. is 991 
Government control of telephone and telegraph lines under normal condi- 

tions, time has not arrived yet for.... . 975 


Government enforcement of peas, Siemon Soni i thro owing Perle 
~in the path of the companies.. .. .. -- e+ ee cere te re re tees 996 
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Government long distance service would necessarily be handled through 
companies, connections being supervised in local exchanges... .. . 991 
Government ownership of local exchanges not desirable as it would aoe 
the efforts of inventors and retard improvements in service.. .. .. 985, 990 


Government ownership or control of long distance lines, no objections to. 986, 990 
Government restrictions forbidding consolidation of ones companies 


S BOoda nine : 2 OTD 
Independent companies can eae ae same as ‘Bell compan en in regard tb 
long distance service.. .... iit 987 
Independent companies Pree as ee Aree. aca pen as Belle 975 
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oo GARI OUNG a5 us aio ee 975 
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equipment has been standardized... .. .... Ae 976 
Interchange of traffic should be left to companies rahe erat Pps pe 975, 993 
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Long distance companies pay, ‘Independent’........ , 998 
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Long distance lines pay the best in proportion to cost.. ..... > 989 
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able government restrictions.. .. .. 975 
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Montreal system cost $141 per telephone as against Louisville, Ky, $301, 
witness will not admit that.. ..... 992 
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Bell Co. paid $50,000 for its interests in New Brunswick. . ) Ae as 511 
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Céntral Telephone Co., N.B. Co. have sold isso eeciaaiy i wae falcon 
etock ini thes... 515 
Central Telephone Co., Paes King’ Ss County, N. Peale Gon sasheruie . 
business with the.. ...... jt gh Capea oe 514 
Competing companies, ee are spot eechanaed ith. yo han ae 524 


Cost of constructing long distance lines.. .. .. 2. 62 62 ee oe ee oe oe 519 


Ixxviii SELECT COMMITTEE ON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


4-5 EDWARD VII., 


Tuompson, Hon. Frep, P.—Con. 
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Depreciation a difficult oben ret 
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Dividend paid of 8 per cent voely ed frat eos or eihees canes jane 

Dual telephones in Woodstock, number of subscribers having .. 

Earnings of a telegraph and telephone line, comparative.. .. 

Exchange business with other companies without restrictions as to lines 
and instruments. . Se 

Goverment control the ohne i fierch ane ae service 5 betaeae cos. 

Interchange of connections is made, list of companies with which. . 

Interconnects with cheaper and iron lines. . : 
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Lines should be copper metallic diiecita with iandaga ner re Coes 
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Long distance lines of New Brunswick Tel. Co. nearly all soune: agotallic 

Long distance service, all persons using, must pay tolls. . Neha as 

Long distance service with other companies, arrangements for.. .. ... 

Loss of $6,000 from storm in St. John last year ...... 

Managing Director and Treasurer of company, is. ares : 
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Night service in Woodstock, establishment te ne x pimosinaenee f 

Night service not given in Woodstock before Union Telephone Co. started 

Operators, number of, employed in various exchanges.. . 
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Plan showing lines GE couiuire dradmosd aud deactibedee Hattie eee 

Poles, municipal estimate of cost of setting in St. John disputed: aston ee 

Provincial charter obtained in 1888 .... .. Me cir 

Purchase material where it sees fit, company can.. .. .. .... ws. 

Railway, have no privilege on the... .. .. .. 
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Rates for long distance service... ......... 
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Railway premises at St. Waller aind St. ‘mene I. C. R., eee re telephones on. 509 
Rates for local service $8 per annum............ it) SR ae, 509 
Rates to other places® toll. . ee ha ee MN Se 509 
Rates, contemplate increasing 2 G10. weed ie he Fe eee 509 
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INDEX T0 TESTIMONY 


APPENDIX No. 1 


Urquhart, Thomas, Mayor of Toronto: 


Amalgamation precluded in specifications for ‘Independent’ franchise 

Bell Co. and Toronto, franchise agreement between, dated Sept. 17, 1891 

Bell Co., city would ae OUba. 

Bell Co., had use of streets andes erent sent ai proiat 1891 io "1896 

Bell Ooi, used streets under Dominion charter without city’s maces 
from 1896 to 1901 . 

Beil Co., city insisted cae aaa een: Lot in as, rs use be 
eee emer Pet 1004 atts een ales. elas eae Wa Se «enc oahu’ 

Bell Co. gives fair service in Toronto, but there are many complaints. . 

Bell Co. had franchise agreement with city from 1891 to 1896.. 

Bell Co., efficiency of service of, in Toronto, discussed. . 

Bell Co., inefficient service of, in Toronto. . 

Bell Co., local manager offered verbally to ae "820, 000 - per annum i 
Featiiiina at rates of $50 and $380....... 


Bell Co., paid city 5 per cent of gross receipts ice ne ie 1891. 


Blake instruments, found service from, satisfactory. . 

Blake transmitters, something like 4,000 still in use. 

Board of Trade, letter and resolutions from city of rorcntaan 

Canadian Tel. & Tel. Co., applied for franchise at rates of $36 an $24 

Canadian Telephone & Pelesraph Co., application for franchise from. . 

Canadian Telephone & Telegraph Co., has headquarters in Ottawa... .. 

Canadian Telephone & Telegraph Co., rs we Dominion Parlia- 
ment January 20, 1904. . : 

Canadian Telephone & Telserr hi Cig’ Pie ee same wei as ; Bell ‘Go. 
paid previously with 50 free ieloohones. 

Canadian Telephone & Telegraph Co., Peeeted aan ae by Mr. 
Leonard, Mr. Bickerdike and Mr. Dewart.. ; SNe May Ay ois 

Chairman of Municipal Telephone Committee, was two ae i 

Competing companies, was aware that city had advertised Be to 1900 
for officers from. . = 

Competition would be great Rateuieed ye Am ti , 

Competitive franchise, specification for provided for purchase or muni- 
cipality at the end of ten years .. .. 

Conmee Aet, does not advocate applying, o Bell Oce 

Dominion Commission suggested for long distance service eve pie 
change of connection. 

Expropriate Telephone system on fait ee is in meters on an Shee en- 
abling city to. ; : : 

Franchise Sent of 1891. was ae fier. years ee was sink Tone 

Franchise at rates of $50 and $30 would mean increase of 5 to 4,000 
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Friction between city and AOU Ay irony been Cautious since 1896. . 
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a word of complaint . 

Independent telephone service, Se oiedios need and Eder Reked 

Independent system, negotiations for, at a standstill pending action of 
Dominion Parliament. . 

Independent system, patel for Ptered atin aa 

Lamb, Ald., defeated in mayoralty contest by witness .... . 

Lamb was ern) years chairman of committee on works. 

Lamb’s views re ‘ Bell’ service and rates in 1899, witness aves aenhe 

Litigation with Bell Co., discussed. .. 
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eee ee Re aT Bg et Or... gon Demers 229 
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Cost of telephone from $7 to $13, the tase akan figure for aiaeat tage a 

ments for farmers and long distance service.. .. .- -- ++ ee ee oe 1027 
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